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1. Attendees 

Name Type 

Mariana Chilton  Co-chair 

Robert Doar Co-chair 

Spencer Coates Commission Member 

Jeremy Everett Commission Member 

Susan Finn Commission Member 

Deborah Frank Commission Member 

Billy Shore Commission Member 

Russell Sykes Commission Member 

Cherie Jamason Commission Member 

Richard Lucas (Tuesday morning only) USDA Point of Contact 

Andrea Anater (by Phone) Project Director (RTI) 

Coleen Northeim (by Phone) Project Facilitator (RTI) 

Mary Council (by Phone) Project Support (RTI) 

 

Not in attendance: Ricki Barlow, Commission Member 
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2. Action Items 

Action items will be retained for the current meeting, as well as any “older” action items that have not yet been completed. The table below 

reflects the status of all items as of March 13, 2015. 

Time Frame Request Date Action Item Responsible Party Status Notes 

Immediate March 3, 2015 Solicit comments for the public website Commissioners New  

Immediate March 3, 2015 Add a link to the public website on personal write-ups or 

organizational websites 

Commissioners New  

Immediate March 3, 2015 Submit invited speaker suggestions for the Arkansas and 

Texas field visits to Shore and Everett 

Commissioners New  

Immediate March 3, 2015 Request a white paper from experts in the Southeast  Everett New  

Immediate March 3, 2015 Connect RTI with Erin Nolen at the Texas Hunger Initiative 

to collaborate on research regarding public-private 

partnerships 

Everett New   

2 weeks March 3, 2015 Create a table of March 2 speakers with their 

recommendations, indicating the type of policy 

recommendation (e.g., legislative, administrative) 

RTI New  

As Needed March 3, 2015 Provide biographies and photos of speakers for any 

upcoming hearings 

RTI New  

Immediate March 3, 2015 Compile all recommendations for the final report into a 

master document 

RTI New  

Immediate March 3, 2015 Create a map of SNAP participation overlaid on rates of 

VLFS (excluding those not eligible for SNAP) 

RTI New  

Immediate March 3, 2015 Request handouts and slides from speakers RTI New  

Immediate March 3, 2015 Share a link to the Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission’s 

website 

Chilton Complete   
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Time Frame Request Date Action Item Responsible Party Status Notes 

Immediate March 3, 2015 Provide instructions to Commissioners on how to post a 

comment to the public website and a link/blurb to add to 

Commissioner websites 

RTI Complete  

Immediate March 3, 2015 Send the February meeting minutes for review and approval RTI Complete  

Immediate March 3, 2015 Send a scheduling link to help determine dates for the May 

field visit, strategic field visits, and a 2-day hearing in July 

RTI Complete  

Immediate March 3, 2015 Create an outline of the strategic field visits and a template 

for questions  

Chilton In process  

Immediate March 3, 2015 Update the research summaries and send to the full 

Commission 

RTI In process  

Immediate February 12, 

2015 

Develop short context papers describing the social, political, 

and economic context of very low food security (VLFS) in 

the US 

Commissioners In process Due April 1 

Immediate February 12, 

2015 

Provide suggestions of writers for the final report to 

Congress 

Commissioners In process  

Immediate January 13, 

2015 

Share information on existent research regarding policies 

that encourage more employment and better wages 

Sykes In process  

Immediate January 13, 

2015 

As available, share information on research regarding 

summer feeding programs 

Everett In process  

Ongoing January 13, 

2015 

Work with Commissioners on organizing field visits RTI Ongoing  

Ongoing July 21, 2014 Draft a Commission communications framework including 

website and social media mock-up, suggestions for effective 

field visits and public hearings, and general responsibilities 

to the public 

RTI Ongoing  

Ongoing December 8, 

2014 
RTI will provide bi-weekly summaries of public feedback 

received from the “Contact Us” portion of the website 

RTI Ongoing (as 

relevant) 

 



5  

Time Frame Request Date Action Item Responsible Party Status Notes 

Ongoing June 24, 2014 Provide ideas to RTI on research needs or areas where RTI 

could support the Commissioners 

Commission Ongoing  

 

 
 
 
 



6  

3. Group Decisions 

 The Commission will conduct several strategic field visits to gather information from across the 

country.  

 RTI will create a table of recommendations from the March 3 speakers and indicate the type of 

recommendation (e.g., legislative, administrative). 

 RTI will refine the priority research questions and approaches based on feedback from the 

Commission. 

4. Meeting Minutes 

Field Visits & Hearings 

Commissioners Shore and Everett provided high-level summaries of the Arkansas and Texas field visits.  

RTI will work with the Commission to help ensure populations, locations, and/or speakers in Arkansas 

complement what is planned for the Texas field visit. Shorter, strategic field visits are being planned for 

Indiana, South Dakota, Missouri, New York, California, and potentially Maine. The strategic field visits 

will be conducted by 2 to 3 Commissioners and consist of a day of invited expert hearings that will be 

open to the public, which will be recorded and transcribed to share with the full Commission and posted 

on the Commission website. The Commission plans to invite the following sectors to speak: government 

agencies (e.g., TANF, HUD, USDA), social services/nonprofit, university/academic, industry/agriculture, 

advocacy organizations, and individuals who may have experienced very low food security. RTI will 

assist Commissioners in planning these visits.  

Research & Recommendation Process 

RTI provided a brief update on research progress to date and received feedback on changes to incorporate 

going forward (see below). RTI will continue with research and provide white papers to the Commission 

on findings at a later date. 

High-priority recommendations with sufficient existent research: 

1. Encourage policies that promote more employment and better wages (R=3, P=7) 

2. Provide summer electronic benefit transfer (EBT) for all children participating in school meals 

and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) (R=2, P=6) 

3. Streamline and standardize the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 

Children (WIC) administration among states, retailers, and manufacturers (R=1, P=5) 

4. Pilot a program to consider nutritional requirements/restrictions to SNAP purchases (R=1, P=4) 

Recommendations that could benefit from additional research: 

1. Improve SNAP allotment calculation based on results from pilot-tested programs that test options 

such as low-cost food plan, benefit reduction rate, excess shelter deduction, earned income 

disregard, cash out low benefits, and SSI benefits (R=8, P=5). 

a. RTI will reach out to Richard Lucas regarding pilot data he may have.  

2. Investigate impacts of increased food security on long-term health care costs (particularly 

decreased VLFS) (R=7, P=0). 

a. RTI will include impacts on both Medicare and Medicaid costs. 
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b. RTI will also add additional disease conditions to their review as suggested by 

Commissioners (e.g., iron deficiency anemia). 

c. Once consultant contracts are approved, RTI will work with consultants.  

3. Extend WIC to age 6 to cover children during the gap between eligibility for WIC and school 

meals (“WIC to SIX”) (R=6, P=2). 

a. RTI will assess the number of WIC-eligible children who are not enrolled, in addition to the 

number of children aged 4 to 6 who are currently ineligible. 

b. RTI will also determine what is the current spending for WIC. 

4. Improve SNAP and WIC program efficiencies (no rating). 

a. Agreed upon at the November 2014 National Commission on Hunger meeting. 

b. The RTI team will expand this research question to assess if administrative expenses to run 

the programs are excessive and what efficiencies could be created. 

1. Commissioner Everett may have information to share regarding Texas SNAP 

administration costs. 

2. Don Winstead, Welfare Reform Administrator with the Florida Department of Children 

and Families, may also be a good resource. 

Administrative Items 

Richard Lucas, the Commission’s new point of contact within USDA, visited the Commissioners. The 

Commissioners provided an update on their activities and shared some facilitators and challenges to 

meeting their mandated goal. Mr. Lucas is dedicated to ensuring the Commission has the resources and 

flexibility they need within the boundaries of the contract and budget set forth.  

Commissioners briefly reviewed the mandate to guide their thinking about recommendations and ensure 

there is consensus on how the mandate is being interpreted. 

Hearing Presentations – March 2, 2015 

Dr. Scott Winship  

Manhattan Institute for Policy Research, Walter B. Wriston Fellow  

Dr. Winship spoke about deep poverty trends and policy recommendations to reduce poverty. His 

recommendations included:  

 Create block grants with state flexibility 

 Consolidate safety net programs (e.g., SNAP, SSI, housing assistance)  

 Improve work requirements with strong work support 

 Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 

 Expand childcare funding 

 Consider Paul Ryan’s “Opportunity Grant” proposal (pilot program) 

 Consider Marco Rubio’s plan to replace EITC with a “wage enhancement program” to 

supplement the earnings of low wage workers 

 Reform SSDI 

 Promote delayed marital childbearing via, for example, refundable married parent tax credit 

 Promote upward mobility of poor youth, for example, light touch parenting support like SMS 

support to parents or income share agreements for higher education  
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Question and Answer 

The dialogue revolved around the supplemental poverty measure and other useful measures of poverty, 

VLFS trends, work supports (e.g., expanding the EITC, career academies), wages, the ACA, block 

granting programs, and sanctions. 

Ms. Stacy Dean 

Center for Budget and Policy Priorities - Vice President for Food Assistance Policy 

Ms. Dean spoke about food and non-food assistance resources and recommendations to help mitigate or 

reduce VLFS. Her recommendations included:  

 Increase SNAP benefits 

 Expand criteria allowing individuals to deduct medical expenses  

 Revise SNAP eligibility requirements to increase access to legal immigrants and homeless 

 Reduce gaps in coverage due to failure to renew enrollment in SNAP 

 Improve ease of enrollment in WIC for SNAP-enrolled children  

 Remove the time limit on SNAP benefits 

 Reduce the number of individuals ineligible for SNAP due to sanctions by relaxing employment 

requirements 

 Expand housing assistance and childcare programs 

 Investigate the root causes of VLFS 

Question and Answer 

The dialogue revolved around nutrition education, the adequacy of SNAP benefits, non-food–related 

challenges to food security, VLFS trends, the ACA, and administrative efficiencies. 

Dr. James Ziliak 

Founding Director, Center for Poverty Research, University of Kentucky 

Dr. Ziliak spoke about factors that contribute to VLFS, the nutritional impact of VLFS on seniors, the 

effectiveness of safety net programs, and policy considerations. His recommendations included:  

 financial and nutrition education programs 

Question and Answer 

The dialogue revolved around block grant programs, the effectiveness of nutrition education efforts, and 

characteristics of VLFS households.  

Mr. Robert Rector 

Senior Research Fellow, The Heritage Foundation 

Mr. Rector agreed that the issue of very low food security is a problem. He described populations most 

likely experiencing food insecurity and discussed some contributing factors to their economic and 

nutritional challenges. His recommendations included:  

 Focus SNAP-Ed efforts on educating families about low-cost, efficient food sources (e.g., rice 

and beans) 
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 Encourage families to create food stores with nonperishable food items 

 Streamline The Emergency Food Assistance Program’s (TEFAP) food offerings 

Question and Answer 

The dialogue revolved around SNAP-allowable food items, suggested food sources for VLFS families 

and the potential health impact of those foods, and potential causes of VLFS. 

Dr. Thomas Farley 

Chief Executive Officer, The Public Good Projects (former Commissioner of Health for New York City) 

Dr. Farley discussed the obesity epidemic in the United States, the relationship of obesity to poverty and 

food insecurity, and SNAP policy recommendations to reduce food insecurity that may also reduce 

obesity. His recommendations included:  

 Restrict SNAP eligible foods and beverages strongly linked to obesity 

 Develop policies for SNAP-participating food retailers that set a maximum amount of shelf space 

for sugar-sweetened beverages and junk food (or a minimum amount of space for fresh fruits and 

vegetables) 

Question and Answer 

The dialogue revolved around industry or retailer response to the proposed recommendations, type of 

policy change necessary to implement recommendations, school food, the impact of limiting SNAP-

allowable foods on obesity, and ways to generate buy-in for recommendations. 

Mr. Thomas Hedderman 

Director of Food and Nutrition Policy, New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance 

Mr. Hedderman described several studies that highlight food insecurity and its relationship to SNAP 

enrollment rates, income level, various economic indicators, and other financial or food assistance. His 

recommendations included:  

 Support policies that assist households who are able to work to earn wages that lift their 

household income to 185% or more of the poverty level  

 Promote policies that improve employment while keeping inflation under control and the relative 

price of food stable 

 Improve the adequacy of the income support and coordination of services for individuals or 

households unable to work  

Question and Answer 

The dialogue revolved around simplification of the SNAP program and program requirements and the 

impacts on benefit level. Other items included challenges related to recertification, block granting 

programs, and automatic enrollment. 

Dr. Hilary Seligman 

Associate Professor, University of California at San Francisco School of Medicine 
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Dr. Seligman discussed food insecurity and chronic disease, especially as it relates to older adults and 

malnutrition. She also discussed several unique solutions to address these concerns. Her 

recommendations included:  

 Target SNAP enrollment in older adults 

 Focus on preventing food insecurity by providing incentives to health care providers to address 

food insecurity and malnutrition 

 Improve assistance for non-food expenses (e.g., medical expenses, housing, tax burden) 

Question and Answer 

The dialogue revolved around working with health care systems to address food insecurity, the ACA, 

malnutrition, alternative forms of food assistance (e.g., congregate meals, home-delivered meals), impact 

of chronic disease on food security, and the adequacy of SNAP benefits. 

Dr. Edward Frongillo 

Professor and Department Chair, Arnold School of Public Health, University of South Carolina 

Dr. Frongillo described factors that influence or cause food insecurity, characteristics of VLFS 

households, and the range of negative impacts of food insecurity. His recommendations included:  

 Increase SNAP benefits and participation 

 Encourage policies that increase wages of working families 

 Develop multi-level solutions (e.g., state, community, nonprofits), such as promoting economic 

development and encouraging public-private partnerships 

 Capitalize on existent school food assistance programs 

 Educate school personnel to identify and target children experiencing VLFS 

 Develop community-based programs that augment school programs (e.g., tailored responses 

through networked organizations) 

Question and Answer 

The dialogue revolved around the impacts of reducing SNAP resources, community linkages, partnerships 

with private organizations, VLFS trends, safety-net food providers, and children’s experiences with food 

insecurity. 
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Annex 1: Meeting Agenda 

Monthly Meeting 

March 2-3, 2015 

 

Drexel University DC office 

Lafayette Tower 

801 17th St. NW Suite 420 

Washington, DC 20005 

Monday, March 2, 2015 (8:30 am- 7:00 pm ET) 

8:30–9:00 am Welcome (light breakfast)—Review agenda and goals for the day 

9:00–9:45 am Testimony and Q&A from Dr. Scott Winship  

9:45–10:30 am Testimony and Q&A from Ms. Stacy Dean  

10:30–10:45 am Break 

10:45–11:30 am Testimony and Q&A from Dr. James Ziliak  

11:30–12:15 pm Testimony and Q&A from Mr. Robert Rector  

12:15–1:00 pm  Lunch 

1:00–1:45 pm Testimony and Q&A from Dr. Thomas Farley 

1:45–2:30 pm  Testimony and Q&A from Mr. Tom Hedderman 

2:30–2:45 pm  Snack break 

2:45–3:30 pm Testimony and Q&A from Dr. Hilary Seligman  

3:30–4:15 pm  Testimony and Q&A from Dr. Edward Frongillo  

4:15–5:00 pm  Wrap-up 

7:00 pm Dinner (Location TBD) 

Tuesday, March 3, 2015 (8:30am- 12:30pm ET) 

8:30 – 9:40 am Light breakfast 

Review agenda and goals for the day 

Introduction to Rich Lucas 

Debrief from hearings 

9:40–11:00 am Planning for field visits and hearings 

11:00–11:50 pm Review RTI research/refinement of current recommendations 

11:50–12:00 pm Summary and action items 

12:00–12:30 pm  Lunch  
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Annex 2: Presentation of Submitted Hearing Experts 

Disclaimer: The information and views set out in these presentations are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the official opinion of the National Commission on Hunger or individual Commission 

members. Responsibility for the information and views expressed in these presentations lies entirely with 

the authors. 

Dr. Scott Winship 
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Dr. James Ziliak 
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Dr. Thomas Farley 
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Dr. Edward Frongillo 
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Annex 3: Presentation of RTI Research Updates 
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