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1. Executive Summary
Mr. Doar kicked off the August conference call with a brief explanation of the agenda and goals for the
meeting. Dr. Anater then presented an overview of the RTI report, including
 background and objectives,
 methods, current and prospective scopes of food insecurity,
 key determinants of food insecurity,
 programmatic and policy responses to food insecurity, and
 RTI-developed recommendations on ways to improve food security.
Only one motion (the approval of the previous minutes) was proposed during the meeting, and the motion
passed unanimously. Other operational components included an update on Commission travel funding
and discussion of how to secure travel funding; dialogue about the selection of metrics that the
Commission would focus on (very low food secure vs. others); and a brainstorming of potential topics
and presenters for the September face-to-face meeting. The Commission determined that the primary
objectives for the September meeting are to (1) gather information from guest speakers (e.g., ERS, FNS)
that can help the Commission better understand certain programs and available research, (2) select
metrics (e.g., very low food security) that will shape the Commission’s work over the next 16 months,
and (3) identify, if possible, next steps that could be developed into specific support activities that RTI
can conduct to support the Commission’s work. In addition to these primary goals, secondary objectives
included following up with nominating committee members on travel funding for the Commission and
discussing the communication strategy (e.g., social media) and website with RTI.
Action items from this call are included in Section 3; the agenda for the conference call is included in
Annex 1. Slides from Dr. Anater’s review of the RTI report are included in Annex 2.
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2. Attendees
Name

Type

Mariana Chilton

Co-chair

Robert Doar

Co-chair

Ricki Barlow
Jeremy Everett

Commission Member

Susan Finn

Commission Member

Deborah Frank

Commission Member

Cherie Jamason
Billy Shore

Commission Member

Russell Sykes

Commission Member

Joe Mitchell

Deputy for Commission Member Ricki Barlow

Scott Carter
Steve Beaulieu

Contracting Officer Representative
Project Director (RTI)

Andrea Anater

Technical Lead (RTI)

Coleen Northeim

F2F Meeting Facilitator (RTI)

Jennifer Richkus

Meeting Scribe (RTI)

Commission Member

Commission Member

Not in attendance: Spencer Coates, Commission Member
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3. Action Items
Action items will be retained for the current and previous meeting, as well as any “older” action items that have not yet been completed. The table
below reflects the status of all items as of September 5, 2014.
Send to
Commission

Time Frame

Request Date

Action Item

Responsible Party

Status

Immediate

August 18, 2014

RTI will address questions on the Hunger and Food
Security report to the President

RTI

Complete

Immediate

August 18, 2014

Mr. Carter will send the USDA travel funds decision letter
to the Commission

FNS (Carter)

Complete

Immediate

August 18, 2014

Mr. Carter and Commission members will reach out to the
nominating parties to invite them to the next meeting

FNS (Carter),
Commission, & RTI

In progress

Immediate

August 18, 2014

Mr. Carter will reach out to his contacts on the Hill to
secure a meeting room and relevant instructions

FNS (Carter) & RTI

Complete

Immediate

August 18, 2014

Commission will send around suggestions for high-level
research-based presentations and possible experts to
present

Commission

Complete

Immediate

August 18, 2014

Ms. Finn will compile a list of private-sector individuals
or topics for the Commission to review

Commission (Finn)

Unknown

Immediate

August 18, 2014

Mr. Carter and Mr. Sykes will contact Elaine Waxman
and Lisa Davis for potential Feeding America presentation

FNS (Carter) &
Commission (Sykes)

Complete

Within 2 weeks

August 18, 2014

Commission will develop list of questions for proposed
presenters at the September F2F

Commission

Complete

Within 2 weeks

August 18, 2014

Develop and send out meeting minutes

RTI

Complete

Within 2 weeks

August 18, 2014

Dr. Frank will send articles and expert names regarding
moderate food insecurity and adverse health effects in
children

Commission (Frank)

Complete

For Sept. F2F
meeting

July 21, 2014

Develop a Commission activities calendar that will
include the Commission Report due date

RTI

In progress

09/07/14

For Sept. F2F
meeting

July 21, 2014

Draft a Commission communications framework
including website and social media mock-up, suggestions
for effective field visits and public hearings, and general
responsibilities to the public

RTI

In progress

09/08/14
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Time Frame

Request Date

Action Item

Responsible Party

Status

Send to
Commission

For Sept. F2F
meeting

July 21, 2014

Provide Commission with example reports to Congress

RTI

In progress

09/07/14

After Sept.
F2F meeting

June 24, 2014

Send Doodle for conference calls in October and
November and F2F meeting in December

RTI

In progress

09/12/14

For Sept. F2F
meeting

June 24, 2014

Develop website mockup

RTI

In progress

09/08/14

09/08/14
Ongoing

June 24, 2014

Provide ideas to RTI on research needs or areas where
RTI could support the Commissioners
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Commission

Ongoing

-

4. Operational Components of the Commission
In this meeting, operational components included votes on the meeting minutes, updates on travel and the
website, and a discussion regarding the upcoming face-to-face meeting. Mr. Doar had proxy for Mr.
Coates for today’s call.

Motions and Votes
Minutes from the previous call were approved.

Communications Strategy
RTI will demonstrate the proposed website with functional requirements and some mocked up screens for
the Commission at the September F2F meeting.

Update on Travel
Mr. Carter will send the USDA letter to the Commission stating that Commission travel funds have not
been made available and are necessary for the Commission to do its work. The next step is for Congress
to investigate flexibility in providing funding authority. Mr. Carter indicated that the next possible vehicle
for funding is the Continuing Resolution, which must be passed by September 30. Senator Reid’s office is
investigating and plans to reach out to Representative Wolf’s office.
The Commission will also contact their individual nominators to see if they can help address the travel
funding issues. Mr. Everett recommended that the Commission invite all of the nominating parties to the
F2F meeting to discuss the funding. Mr. Carter will invite the nominating parties to the September
meeting with RTI’s support as needed.
Mr. Doar suggested that the Commission convene at the September meeting but consider postponing
future meetings until funding is resolved.

Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for September 8 from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm EST and will be located at the
Capitol building. RTI will send logistical information the week before the meeting.
The following agencies, organizations, and individuals were proposed as presenters for the September
meeting to assist the Commission in exploring aspects of programs and research that will inform
Commission deliberations on appropriate metrics and focus of their work:





USDA Economic Research Service to present on the food security measure, Current Population
Survey (CPS) data, and research involving the food security measure.
USDA Food and Nutrition Service to give an overview of demonstration studies and child
hunger studies recently funded. Mr. Carter will contact Rich Lucas, Associate Administrator of
Operations Policy Support.
USDA Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion to present on the Thrifty Food Plan. Mr.
Carter will work with RTI to contact Angela Tagtow or Jackie Hagan.
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Feeding America to present on the recently released Hunger in America study about their
network of food providers and the clients they serve. Mr. Carter and Mr. Sykes will reach out to
Elaine Waxman and Lisa Davis.
Commission members will send around suggestions for questions for the presenters that will be covered
at the September meeting. Ms. Northeim suggested that the Co-chairs pull together input from the
Commission on these questions and provide them to the presenters the week before the meeting. The Cochairs agreed to compile questions representing feedback from the Commission.

5. Commission Content Discussions
The conference call included discussions on the RTI report and future topics for further investigation.

Assignments for RTI
This subsection has been included as a placeholder for future assignments and discussions of assignments.
Mr. Carter is developing a work order that will include (1) develop communication strategy and website
and (2) provide meeting support to the Commission (e.g., setting up calls, identifying venue, logistical
support, meeting notes). As additional work orders are developed (based on direction from the
Commission), this section will summarize those assignments and work products.

RTI Report Status
Mr. Beaulieu stated that the RTI report is complete and that no revisions to the report are planned under
the contract with FNS; however, the Commission can request additional information or clarifications,
based on their review of the report. Mr. Carter noted that, as of this call, limited feedback has been
provided from external parties. Mr. Carter will check to determine whether there are any other ways that
the report will be used.
The Commission discussed the methods used in the CPS, such as conducting randomly selected telephone
surveys, as well as the underlying assumptions and uncertainties, such as the underreporting of those
without registered addresses or published phone numbers. Upon request from the Commission (codified
in a work order from FNS), RTI will evaluate the information collected in the CPS survey regarding
people who participate in SNAP and food programs, and report back to the Commission. Mr. Doar
pointed out an inconsistent use of the term “hunger” in Section 2 of the report.
Dr. Frank stated that the current scope of food security in children is somewhat difficult to determine
because the data are gleaned through surveys of adults rather than through direct interviews of children
(e.g., adults may tend to underreport food insecurity due to the fear of social services involvement). Mr.
Doar asked about the term “nutritional adequacy” and how that corresponds to food insecurity. Mr. Doar
continued this line of thought, asking whether there were sufficient data to state that food insecurity
increases susceptibility of diseases. Dr. Anater pointed out that the report noted that there is research
indicating that food insecurity can be associated with susceptibility of diseases. Mr. Doar then asked if
each one of the innovative strategies listed in the presentation was associated with a change in food
insecurity, to which Dr. Anater responded that changes in food insecurity were measured, but not all
studies observed an improvement.
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Dr. Everett recommended that the Commission consider investigating examples where public and private
collaborations have been successful, not only in food insecurity but other social issues, to help inform the
Commission.

Other
For future meetings, the Commission noted the following areas to explore:





How to reach/learn about groups that are really struggling (e.g., individuals with disabilities,
tribes).
Moderate food security as the threshold for adverse health effects in children. Dr. Frank noted
that it may not be realistic to aim for improvements in moderate food security in children but
emphasized that addressing very low food security is only the start and not the finish. Dr. Frank
planned to send around articles, but in person presentations may help.
Data from the private sector on topics such as WIC and food packages. Ms. Finn will compile a
list of individuals or sectors for the Commission to review.
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Annex 1: Meeting Agenda
Monthly Meeting
Monday, August 18, 2014 (2:00–4:00 pm ET)
(Robert to facilitate call)
United States: 1-877-309-2073
Participant Code: 432-971-570

2:00 pm–2:05 pm

Welcome and roll call (Robert, Mariana, and RTI)

2:10 pm–2:30 pm

Review/approve July 21 meeting notes (Robert)

2:10 pm–2:30 pm

Report on hunger and food security (RTI—Andrea Anater)

2:30 pm–3:00 pm
3:00 pm–3:20 pm

Q&A from Commission on report (all)
Discussion on September F2F meeting agenda items (Robert)
 ERS briefing
 Other experts from USDA
 Other possible experts

3:20 pm–3:40 pm

Discussion on very low food insecurity (Robert)

3:45 pm–3:55 pm

Administrative issues (Robert)
 Status of funding for travel (Scott)
 Website (RTI)
 Site visits (Robert)

3:55 pm–4:00 pm

Summary—Action items (RTI and Co-chairs)

9

Annex 2 –Presentation on the RTI Report
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