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Global Wildlife Disease News Map – A Help Guide 

Use this visual guide to quickly learn about how the Global 
Wildlife Disease News Map works and the many functions 
it has to offer for viewing where wildlife disease news is 
happening around the world.    

If you have questions or need to report a problem, please 
contact us at map@wdin.org Feedback and comments are 
always welcome!  
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 Navigating the Map 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Original News Reports Found on Map  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provides other non-
geographical ways to 
view news reports 

Use buttons to zoom in and out, and 
to move north, south, east, or west 
of the currently viewable area. 

 

Figure 1: Illustrates the basic features available to navigate the map. 

Choose a map view and 
change the map background 
and details displayed.   

Figure 2: Map showing news articles at the selected place related to White-nose syndrome, found by clicking a pushpin in the place of interest 

Click the title to open 
the original news story 
in a new window 

 

Click a pushpin to open a list of news 
articles for that location.  The 
information pop up provides some story 
details, such as date published and an 
excerpt.   
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Combine Map Views & Elements to Narrow Stories Displayed on Map  
 

 
 

Map Element Categories Element Category Descriptions 

Wildlife Health Topic Narrow news articles by health topics (e.g. avian influenza, West Nile virus). Users can 
choose to view multiple health topics together on the map. 

Disease Types Categorizes the news reports by disease type (e.g. fungal disease or bacterial disease). 

Animal Classes Affected Limit news stories by the class or type of animal (e.g. fish, bird, and/or mammal) described in 
the article. Users can choose to view multiple animal classes together on the map. 

Specific Species Affected Limit news stories by one or more specific species (e.g. dolphin, bear, and/or frog) described 
in the article. 

Continents Select to view news articles by one or more continents. 

Countries Select to view news articles by one or more countries. 

Administrative Units Select to view news articles by one or more countries’ administrative units (e.g. United 
States – California, Florida or Canadian Provinces – British Columbia, Ontario). 
 

Limit news reports from 1-45 days for Location, 
Animal Classes Affected and Potential Human 
Threats. 

Expanded day ranges (dating back to the 1st 
report in 2006) are available in the Wildlife Health 
Topic and Disease Type views. 

 
Expand or collapse a map element section by clicking on the +/- 
symbol next to the different headings and select which elements to 
display on the map.  (See table below for the category 
descriptions). 

Figure 3: Location of where users can select different options to change which news reports appear and how they are displayed on the Map.  
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Search News Articles  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use Additional Map Settings  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on a single element or multiple 
topic elements to change the type of 
stories viewed.  

Use the slider feature or type numbers in 
box to define a range to days to view.  

Enter text such as “Bats” to search all 
news reports by story elements, e.g.  article 
short description, article titles, etc. 

Figure 4: Map showing news articles related to bats, 1-30 days old with Rabies or White-nose syndrome created by using the map filters 

Figure 5: Map view shown is ‘View News Reports by Wildlife Health Topic. Health topic selected is White-nose syndrome. Can change 
stories displayed by readjusting date range or other map element settings (e.g. species affected, locations)  

As different views and map elements 
are selected, see the number of 
displayed reports change.  

 

Click on ‘Reset All Filters’ to 
return to the original list of 
reports. 

 Change the ‘Health Topic’, date range or 
select from the different map elements to 
change the stories displayed on map. 

After selecting a map view to change which news 
reports appear, use additional map settings to 
narrow the number of stories displayed on the map 

Pushpin/legend colors and 
labels change depending on the 
‘News Report View’ selected  
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Changing Display Options 
1) List of Articles View 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View articles in a list format that shows 
article details (e.g. headline title, date 
published, and location)  

 

Click on headline to view 
original news article 

 

Figure 6: Illustrates how to view news reports as a list instead of 
on a map.  

Click on an article topic to initiate a search on 
that topic through the Wildlife Disease 
Information Node (WDIN) electronic library. 
Search results will appear in a new window 

Sort articles by any of 
these table headings 

 

Figure 7: Clicking on a disease name in the article topic column initiates a search within the WDIN’s library on that disease  
topic.  This example shows results for the disease, White-nose syndrome. 
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2) Timeline View 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on article title to open pop up 
window to see story details (e.g. date 
published, location and story excerpt)  

 

Article titles are color 
coded by disease type. 

Figure 8: View of a list of reports displayed over time 

Click on headline and go to original 
news source to read the full article. 

 

View articles titles on a timeline. 
Navigate by holding down the 
mouse (it will change to a hand), 
moving left for older articles and 
right for more current ones. 

 

View articles in a timeline that 
shows articles over time intervals.  
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Making Use of RSS Map Feeds 
1) GeoRss Feed 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9: GeoRss feed of current stories mapped to the Global Wildlife Disease News Map.  

 

This feed type can be 
used with a feed reader 
or used as a map layer 
in a mashup. 
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2) GeoRss Feed in Google Earth 
 

Figure 10: GeoRss Feed in Google Earth 

 

Use this feed type to 
export WDIN reports into 
your own Google Map 
and save it to My Places. 
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Understanding Data Export Toolbox Options 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This icon is referred to as the Toolbox in the SIMILE Exhibit Framework.  Clicking the 
Toolbox icon allows users to export the data they are viewing in a number of formats, 
which are useful for pulling the data into a variety of external applications.    

In order to export data from the News Map, click the icon, and select from the format you 
wish the data to be presented in.  In each format, a new window will appear where users 
can copy and paste the text into a new file or directly into the application desired.  

A brief description of the available formats: 

1) RDF/XML – RDF stands for Resource Description Framework and is used on the web 
to encode knowledge and information for use in the Semantic web.  This standard makes 
it easier for other computers or programs to read the information because they 
understand how it can be read versus a prettily formatted block of text fit for human 
browsing.  The additional plus of RDF is that it allows users to create relationships 
between pieces of information that the machine can in turn learn.   

2) Semantic Wikitext – This is meant to be consumed by wiki software, and is used by the 
software to display HTML.  It converts the information into a simplified version of HTML 
that Wikis can use. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki_markup) 

3) Tab Separated Values – This is probably the most useful format for any casual user.  
This format will paste well into Microsoft Excel or other spreadsheet tools which would 
allow users to filter/sort and mash up the data locally on their own computers. 

4) JSON – JSON stands for JavaScript Object Notation.  This is a lightweight text-based 
standard for human-readable data interchange.  It is often used by servers and web 
applications to transfer data from one to the other, as an alternative to XML 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Json). 

5) Facet Selections – This function gives the users a URL which includes a list of the 
facet selections currently in their view.  The user should be able to return to or share the 
URL and find the same view of the data they were exploring when they saved the URL 
originally.  

* 6) Generated HTML of this view - (Only available in ‘List of Articles’ view) – This option 
produces the table HTML for the list of articles the user is viewing for plugging into 
another website or for any use the user has.  The table is no longer sortable as it is in the 
live website view, but all the information is carried over into the HTML for use offsite.  Any 
HTML links are kept intact as well. 

 

Figure 11: Description of export formats for Toolbox in SIMILE Exhibit Framework 
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