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Early detection of health events that
affect wildlife is often difficult to
achieve. There must be observers in
the area to take note of the event, and
have knowledge of what to do with
that information. To help address this
need, the NBII Wildlife Disease In-
formation Node, in collaboration with
its partners, the USGS National Wild-
life Health Center and the Nelson In-
stitute for Environmental Studies at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison
have developed the Wildlife Health

Event Reporter (WHER) at
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WHER is a web-based application
launched to record wildlife observa-
tions by citizens concerned about
dead or sick wildlife. After being
recorded, these observations are
joined with other wildlife sightings
and are viewable in tabular reports or
on a map, enabling people to see
where similar events are happening.
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such as date and location, species of
animal(s) involved, actions taken and
any additional event observations are
recorded. Registered users can also
manage their account. In addition, they
can see their individual reporting his-
tory separately or joined with reports
made by other users. After a user com-
pletes a report, contact information,
when available, for the area's local
wildlife agency will be provided.

More WHER Features

Registered users have access to other
WHER features such as viewing and
filtering the records within WHER in a
table or map format. Users can limit
data included to only display reports
they have submitted by toggling the
checkbox for “My Reports” and “My
Map Data” in both the reporting and
map functions. The results from a
search request viewed through either
the Map or Report tools can be
downloaded into a spreadsheet for
analysis and/or integration with a local
data system.

Monitor WHER Reports

To stay current on where wildlife
health reports are happening, anyone
can select from different information
delivery options:

e Email Alerts: Reports are deliv-
ered to an email account.

e GeoRss feeds: Reports are avail-
able to a feed reader or can be used
as a map layer in a mashup.

e GeoRss feed for Google Maps:
Reports are formatted for display
in Google Maps.

Mobile Phone Application

Users can also make mobile reports to
WHER using mobile phone technol-
ogy. HealthMap.org has enhanced its
smart phone application “Outbreaks
Near Me”, www.healthmap.org/
outbreaksnearme, to collect and relay
animal disease reports to the WHER

Wildlife Health Event Reporter News & Information

Feeds/Email Alerts

Do you want to stay on top of WHER reports submitted in your area of
interest?

Click a marker to see the different feed/update options, including 1) a link
to the GeoRSS feed, 2) a link to view the GeoRES feed in Gooagle Maps,
and 3) a method to subscribe to an email alert for each state.

If a country or administrative unit currently does not have a marker, check
back soon, we are adding feeds for administrative units over time, If you
want us to set one up in your area of interest, even if no data are available

WHER News &
Information Mission

This news site provides
news and information
about the online tool, the
Wildlife Health Event
Reporter (WHER). WHER
was designed to enable the
public to report sick and /or
dead wild animals.

These reports will help us

yet, let us know,

better understand these
phenomena, and may lead
to more effective
prevention and control.

For updates on WHER visit

this news site or sign up for

| Map ISatellite] Terain I

feed /email alerts.

Ontario WHER Reports
+ GeoRSS feed: hitp:/ifeedsfeedburner.com
Jwher ca08

GeoRSS feed in Google Maps:

http:#feedsfeedb her_cal8

Email Alert Signup: hitp:/ifeedburner.google.com
MblalmailverifyPuri=wher ca0s8
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Visit WHER at
http:/ /www.wher.org and
see where wildlife health

event are happening.
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Figure 2: An accompanying WHER News and information site provides additional
guidance on how to access many of the features of the application.

site. The mobile appli-
cation captures similar |
data elements that the
web-based WHER ap-
plication collects and
allows users to upload
photos.

Figure 3: Image of the

smart phone application,
“Outbreaks Near Me”.

WHER Features and News

WHER is currently in a public Beta
release. Modifications and improve-
ments will be made in the future based
on user feedback. Submit your feed-
back to wher@wdin.org or use the
“Feedback” link in the footer of every
page. Individuals can learn about up-
coming WHER features and news
from the Wildlife Health Event Re-
porter News and Information site,
www.news.wher.org.

For More Information

Visit the WHER web site at
about.wher.org or contact us:

NBII Wildlife Disease
Information Node

Nelson Institute for Environmental
Studies

University of Wisconsin

550 North Park Street, Room 60
Madison, WI, 53706 USA

Phone: +1.608-616-WHER
E-mail: wher@wdin.org

A
THE NELSON INSTITUTE
A FOR ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
University of Wisconsin-Madison
22 USGS

science for a changing world

# HealthMap

With support from the Global Emerging
Infections Surveillance and Response Sys-
tem (GEIS) of the US Armed Forces Health

Surveillance Center.
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