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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 25, 2011, at 10 a.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. ROGERS of Alabama).

——————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 19, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MIKE ROG-
ERS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

The psalmist understands we all ap-
proach God in different ways.

Some feel distant and lament:

“How long, O Lord, will You forget
us? How long will You hide Your face
from us? How long must we be bur-
dened with grief, going about sorrowful
all day and throughout the night? How
long will our oppression last?”’

Then some forget self and readily
turn to the Lord:

“Look now and answer us, O Lord our
God. Give light to our eyes lest we
seem asleep, no longer fully alive but
like the dead, lest our opponents say,
‘We have overpowered them’ and laugh
at our downfall.”

Still others like ourselves will trust
in the Lord:

“For our part, we will trust in Your
faithful love. Our hearts will rejoice,
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for You will set us free. We will sing of
Your goodness to us and bless Your
Holy Name, Most High, both now and
forever.”

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New Mexico (Mr.
HEINRICH) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. HEINRICH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————
PASSING THE REPEALING THE

JOB-KILLING HEALTH CARE LAW
ACT

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today, the voice of the Amer-
ican people will be heard. The current
administration’s unconstitutional
health care takeover is not the will of
the people.

Tea party participants have made a
difference.

The current law would cost taxpayers
over $2.6 trillion. It adds to the rising
health care cost. The health care take-
over is not workable. The National
Federation of Independent Business,
NFIB, America’s largest organization
of small businesses, estimates it will
eliminate 1.6 million jobs.

Today’s vote on Repealing the Job-
Killing Health Care Law Act promotes
a commonsense approach to the health
care issues facing our country. Instead
of forcing Americans to comply with a
Big Government takeover of health
care, repeal will open the discussion of
providing affordable care to families,
preserving the doctor-patient relation-
ship and protecting jobs.

This is what the American people
want the new Congress to achieve. Now
is the time to repeal the takeover and
to forward a plan that provides for ac-
cess and affordability.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

THE JOBS LOOPHOLE IN OUR
FREEDOM CONSTRUCT

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to speak
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for 1 minute, to revise and extend my
remarks, to enter relevant materials
into the RECORD at taxpayers’ expense.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman is recognized
for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, on January 11, 1944, in his third
term, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
recognized the limitations of the Presi-
dency and Congress in addressing the
Nation’s most serious problem: unem-
ployment.

So he proposed changing the only ve-
hicle capable of eliminating unemploy-
ment: the Constitution.

Roosevelt suggested that adding fun-
damental economic rights to the Con-
stitution was the only way to truly ad-
dress our unemployment problem.

Sixty-seven years later, to dramatize
the shameful condition that our Nation
and the marketplace tolerates, I have
asked the Nation’s unemployed, under-
employed, and economically insecure
to send their resumes to me at:
resumesforAmerica@mail.house.gov. I
will then submit those records to the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, on their be-
half, as a means of protesting the
unaddressed, shameful unemployment
problem.

I am not promising anyone a job. I
believe that the wealthiest Nation in
the world should do something about
the jobs loophole in our freedom con-
struct.

Until Democrats and Republicans in
this Congress and in the White House
eliminate the fear of unemployment
from our freedom and liberty con-
struct, I will continue this peaceful
demonstration at:
resumesforAmerica@mail.house.gov.

HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of this historic effort
to bring back our health care system
from the grip of a massive, unprece-
dented government takeover.

Overwhelmingly, my constituents in
Colorado, like the majority of Ameri-
cans, know that ObamaCare increases
costs, explodes the deficit, raises taxes,
hurts job-creators and, most impor-
tantly, gives the government control
over personal health care decisions.

To force every American to buy a pri-
vate product like health insurance is
unconstitutional.

By using budgetary gimmicks, like
counting 10 years of tax hikes against
6 years of spending, Democrats rigged
ObamaCare to get a misleading score
from the Congressional Budget Office.
Realistic accounting shows that this
law is a budget buster. ObamaCare cre-
ates so much new bureaucracy and
spending that it took 2,800 pages to cre-
ate it while the bill to repeal is only
two pages.

Republicans will work to craft better
solutions that empower patients and
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families to make their own health care
decisions.

AN ASSAULT ON NEW HEALTH
CARE FREEDOMS

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
you may miss it in the rhetoric, but
both parties agree the current path of
Medicare threatens to bankrupt the
country.

Some parts of America are spending
twice as much per Medicare patient as
we spend in Portland, Oregon, for ex-
ample, but deliver inferior care.

We know what to do.

This is why the reform act can give
better care for less cost, but it’s not
guaranteed. The Republican plan would
strip away the reforms, the protections
and the cost savings.

But this is not just an assault on new
health care freedoms. It represents the
triumph of politics over adult fiscal su-
pervision. The Republican leadership
doesn’t just ignore, they discredit, the
nonpartisan professionals who, for 36
years, helped keep politicians in both
parties honest.

Without this impartial referee, the
long, difficult road to fiscal health be-
comes longer, becomes harder, and be-
comes less likely to be traveled.

————————

SCRAPPING THE GOVERNMENT
TAKEOVER OF HEALTH CARE

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, there is a
lot of talk these days around here
about where Members of Congress are
going to sit during the State of the
Union Address. Well, I've been in Con-
gress for 10 years, and I learned a long
time ago that it doesn’t really matter
where you sit; it matters where you
stand.

Today, House Republicans are going
to stand with the American people and
are going to vote to repeal the govern-
ment takeover of health care—lock,
stock, and barrel.

Now, I know the other side and some
liberals in the media don’t like us
using that term ‘‘government takeover
of health care,” but let me break it
down for you:

When you mandate that every Amer-
ican purchase health insurance, wheth-
er they want it or need it or not; when
you mandate that every business pro-
vide health insurance or send people to
a government-run exchange; when you
pay for it with hundreds of billions of
dollars and higher taxes and mandates;
and when you throw in public funding
of abortion against the wishes of the
overwhelming majority of the Amer-
ican people, that is the government
takeover of health care. And the Amer-
ican people know it.

I urge all of my colleagues in both
political parties to join us today as we
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keep our promise to the American peo-
ple, as we scrap this health care reform
bill of last year and start over with
health care reform that will lower the
cost of health insurance without grow-
ing the size of government.
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FOR-PROFIT HEALTH CARE MODEL
IS THE WRONG MODEL

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. The for-profit health
care system is the problem. Eight hun-
dred billion dollars every year is spent
on corporate profits, stock options, ex-
ecutive salaries, advertising, mar-
keting, and the cost of paperwork.

In the for-profit system that we have,
nearly 1 out of every 3 dollars goes for
things not related to health care. If we
took that $800 billion and spent it on
care for people, we would have enough
money to cover all medically necessary
needs in addition to dental care, vision
care, mental health care, prescription
drugs, and long-term care.

We now have a situation where 50
million Americans don’t have any
health insurance. Americans wouldn’t
have to worry about losing everything
they’ve worked a lifetime for because
there is an illness in the family.

This debate is the wrong debate. A
for-profit model is the wrong model.
We should be talking about universal
health care, single-payer, not-for-profit
health care, Medicare for all, quality
health care for all Americans.

———
HONORING SARGENT SHRIVER

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘one of
the brightest lights of the greatest gen-
eration,” that’s how President Obama
correctly described Sargent Shriver,
who we all know passed away yester-
day.

Sargent Shriver gave new meaning to
the term ‘‘public service.” He never
held elective service, and yet he
launched the Peace Corps, was a mem-
ber of the Diplomatic Corps, and he and
his wife started the great Special
Olympics.

In fact, I first got to know him in
1997 when I happened to be traveling
with President Clinton in Latin Amer-
ica. We were in Buenos Aires, and it
just so happened that that night Sar-
gent Shriver was there holding an
event to raise funds for the Special
Olympics. He, by virtue of his public
service, was able to touch lives not just
here in the United States, but because
of his service, he was able to touch
lives all over the globe.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
his wonderful children and all the
members of his family.
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LET’S NOT RETURN TO A BROKEN
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

(Mr. HEINRICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, last
year we took a desperately needed
stand for America’s families and small
businesses over the insurance compa-
nies. We took a stand against insur-
ance company abuses like discrimina-
tion against the sick, lifetime limits,
the prescription drug doughnut hole,
and a resulting $1 trillion increase to
our deficit.

We took a stand for hardworking
Americans like Vicky Farrar, who
moved to Albuquerque only to discover
that to reenroll in a health insurance
plan she would end up spending close to
a third of her income because of her
preexisting condition, high blood pres-
sure. That kind of skyrocketing cost
burden has stunted the dreams of
American families and small busi-
nesses while lining the pockets of in-
surance company CEOs. But thanks to
the American Affordable Care Act,
Vicky and her doctor will be put back
in charge of her health care and able to
choose an affordable insurance policy.

I urge my colleagues to vote against
a return to the broken health care sys-
tem that we spent decades trying to
fix.

——

SHOTS ACROSS THE BORDER

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently, in the border ghost town of
Fort Quitman, Texas, a county road
crew came under automatic weapon
fire. The four Hudspeth County work-
ers reported at least eight shots were
fired at them from across the border in
Mexico.

The Rio Grande is very narrow in
this isolated region and is used by
armed drug smugglers to bring drugs
into the United States. Speculation by
the Texas Rangers is the shooter was
trying to protect the drug route from
the workers. This newest attack on the
road crew is yet another example of the
brazen, violent determination of out-
laws to invade the United States.

The United States protects the bor-
ders of other nations. Why doesn’t the
Federal Government do its constitu-
tional duty and really protect our bor-
der from foreign invaders? Are border
States going to have to not only give
road crews shovels but rifles to protect
them from the drug cartels?

It’s time to be serious and protect
Americans and put more National
Guard troops on the border. Mean-
while, Washington seems to be whis-
tling by the graveyard of indifference.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
HEALTH CARE REPEAL

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
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the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to share the story of Pa-
tricia Maisch. Pat, as her friends call
her, lives outside Tucson and has been
fittingly hailed as one of the heroes
during the tragic shooting of our col-
league and friend GABBY GIFFORDS. Pat
actually knocked the second gun clip
out of the shooter’s hand as he was at-
tempting to reload, very likely saving
the lives of more innocent people.

She was in line to talk to her Con-
gresswoman, to share that she thought
that the title of the health care repeal
bill was disingenuous and because Pat
and her husband own a small business
north of Tucson. The spouse of one of
their employees has a preexisting con-
dition and they have been unable to
find affordable coverage to cover her.
Pat wanted to tell Congresswoman GIF-
FORDS that the health reform law will
help them provide health insurance for
this employee. She wanted to ask
Gabby to stand up to attempts to re-
peal health reform.

Pat was unable to deliver her mes-
sage to her Representative, but she
asked me to share it with you now.
Heed the words of Pat Maisch. Heed the
words of millions of Americans needing
health care. Don’t repeal vital health
care reform.

————

REPEAL GOVERNMENT TAKEOVER
OF HEALTH CARE

(Mr. DENHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak in favor of repealing the
government takeover of health care
forced through Congress without the
input of the American people.

This country is currently in the
midst of a terrible recession and it’s
clear that shouldering America’s small
businesses with heavier tax burdens
and increased regulation will only pro-
long our road to recovery.

By mandating that small businesses
and individuals carry government-ap-
proved health care, the Federal Gov-
ernment has dramatically overstepped
the boundaries of personal freedom
guaranteed by our Constitution. It in-
fringes on the rights of the States by
forcing new requirements upon them
and penalizing them should they
choose to opt out of the Federal man-
date.

The American people were misled. A
government-run health care plan will
limit access and choice, and millions of
Americans will lose their coverage be-
cause of mandates from bureaucrats in
Washington.

———

REPEAL OF THE PATIENTS’ BILL
OF RIGHTS
(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
today we continue debate on the Re-
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publicans’ most unfortunate effort to
repeal health care reform that we
passed during the last Congress. This
repeal will increase the deficit by $230
billion. No one disagrees with that but
Republicans. That’s why the Repub-
lican majority exempted this legisla-
tion from pay-as-you-go budgeting.
You know this repeal will increase the
deficit.

Keeping the law in its present form
not only decreases the deficit but will
provide 32 million uninsured Americans
the opportunity to obtain insurance
and provide dependable coverage for
their families; it allows children to re-
main on their family’s policy to age 26;
it closes the doughnut hole, and it does
so much more.

Mr. Speaker, I can usually see both
sides of an issue, but for the life of me,
I can’t see what the Republicans are
trying to achieve but to score political
points with their right-wing base.

I call on my friends to abandon your
efforts and let’s concentrate on putting
Americans to work. That’s what my
constituents are demanding and your
constituents as well.

HISTORIC DAY—REPEAL OF
OBAMACARE

(Mr. GRAVES of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today is a historic day in America.
Acting on the will of the voters and the
majority of all Americans, today we
will vote to repeal ObamaCare.

Now, while the Senate appears less
interested in following suit, here in the
House this vote marks the beginning of
round two of a vigorous and spirited
national debate on health care. Over
the coming months and weeks, this de-
bate will go from Congress to Kitchen
tables all across this country. So as we
reengage in this debate, the party on
the left questions: Why do the Amer-
ican people want this policy repealed
so bad? So let’s revisit some of those
areas.

Number one, the employee mandate,
penalizing and punishing businesses for
not having government-approved
health care; the individual mandate,
punishing and taxing Americans who
choose not to have government-ap-
proved health care; the $569 billion in
new taxes on the American people; jobs
being lost; the cost of the bill, $2.6 tril-
lion with a $700 billion deficit over the
first 10 years of its life; and, yes, 222
corporations already exempt and
waived from this policy. That’s why.

It’s time to reopen the debate, de-
bunk the myths, and replace this law
with less costly, market-driven solu-
tions that truly expand access and af-
fordability, and above all, preserve our
individual liberties.
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HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Ms. PINGREE of Maine asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker,
repealing the historic health care legis-
lation that we passed last year would
pull the rug out from under millions of
Americans and add billions to the def-
icit.

We can and should talk about CBO
scores, tax credits, and unemployment
numbers. But what this health care re-
form is really about is improving the
lives of millions of Americans. It’s
about children with preexisting condi-
tions who can no longer be denied cov-
erage. It’s about senior citizens who
can now afford to get screened for dia-
betes or get a mammogram. It’s about
working families that no longer have
to worry that their insurance will be
canceled if they get sick.

It’s about people like Geralyn from
South Portland, Maine, who wrote to
me. She said, ‘“My son turned 19 last
May and promptly lost his insurance
coverage. He has high blood pressure
and had to go to the doctor a number
of times to get his medication right. It
was a struggle to keep up with the
bills. He works two part-time jobs, and
that doesn’t get him health care. As of
December 1, I was able to get him back
on my insurance and it is a relief
knowing he is covered. If this was re-
pealed, it would hurt my son’s health.”

That’s why we need to stick with the
health care plan and vote ‘‘no.”

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM REPEAL

(Mr. FINCHER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FINCHER. When the Congress
passed the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act last year, it was
promised that Americans would have
better access, more affordable and
higher quality care. Instead,
ObamacCare created what we all despise
and know won’t work—more govern-
ment bureaucracy at taxpayer expense:
$500 billion in new taxes, $500 billion in
Medicare cuts, more government bu-
reaucracy, thousands of new IRS em-
ployees.

What we need for the American peo-
ple is transparency and accountability.
Do I need to remind our colleagues
that the approval rating of Congress is
at an all-time low because we're not
listening to the folks?

We were sent here in November to do
a job, and that’s exactly what we’re
going to do. We’re going to keep our
promises we made to the American
people, and we’re going to hold true to
that.

So I stand in favor of repealing the
health care bill. We have to create jobs
and get our economy moving. If we
allow this health care bill to stay in ef-
fect, that will not do.
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HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. The gentleman that
spoke before me talked about trans-
parency and accountability. Let’s talk
about the insurance industry pre-re-
form. They could cancel your policy if
you got sick even though you had been
paying the premiums for years. They
could refuse to sell you a policy if they
don’t like the way you look or if you've
had a minor health problem. We
changed that. People can now get
health insurance and keep their health
insurance if they’ve been paying their
premiums.

But now they want to go back to
those bad old days, and they talk about
transparency and accountability. How
accountable is an industry that is ex-
empt from antitrust law? Health insur-
ance companies can and do collude to
exclude people from coverage, to red
line, to drive up premiums, to not sell
in one State, not compete with one an-
other. There’s no free market and com-
petition and transparency and account-
ability.

If the Republicans really wanted to
do something today, and if they want
to showboat with this repeal, they
could at least replace it by making the
industry comply with the same com-
petitive rules as every other industry
in America except for professional
sports, and that is they would be sub-
ject to antitrust law restrictions.

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM REPEAL

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, we all
want to increase access to quality, af-
fordable health care. We know that in
this troubled economy, Americans are
concerned about making ends meet and
ensuring that they are covered in the
event of a health care emergency.

However, the misguided health care
effort that was pushed through this
House during the last Congress is doing
much more harm than good. The hard-
working families and seniors and small
businesses in my district cannot afford
this health care overhaul that is cost-
ing jobs, increasing red tape, spending
trillions of dollars, and actually in-
creasing health care costs.

This week the House is listening to
and acting upon the message that
Americans sent to Washington this
past fall. We will replace the over-
reaching health care law with common-
sense solutions that will lower costs
and increase access to insurance while
keeping Americans in charge of their
own health care.

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

January 19, 2011

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, when
the Health Care Reform Act was
passed, it had in it section 1560. That
section recognizes the Hawaii Prepaid
Health Care Act. Why? Because we
have the lowest premiums in the Na-
tion and we have one of the best cov-
erages afforded for that. And why is
that? Because we recognized very early
on that you need to do a series of
things. One, you need to share risks;
two, you need to cover everyone; and,
three, you need to make things avail-
able. Health care has to be available.
And for that, we have a great system,
a system that still needs to be
tweaked, a system that will benefit
from the Affordable Health Care Act.

What does that tell you? It took us 36
years to get it right, and we’re still
working on it. And my colleagues
across the aisle want to repeal some-
thing that hasn’t been around for a
year.

Now, the American people do not
want that. They want us to learn from
when things are done right. Look at
what we’ve done—36 years and we’re
getting it right. But it’s still not per-
fect. We’ve got to keep listening, and
we’ve got to hear the people.

————
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, just
yesterday I had the privilege of hearing
from a Rhode Islander, Alex Lataille,
who spoke at the one and only hearing
Congress had to discuss the negative
effects of repealing the new health care
law.

Alex graduated last May with two
bachelor’s degrees, and while looking
for a job after graduation, he is able to
afford health insurance because he can
stay on his parents’ policy. Repealing
this law means Alex and millions of
Americans will lose their coverage.

I also recently spoke to Beth, a
woman from Woonsocket, Rhode Is-
land. She told me she’s an insurance
agent. She sells insurance every single
day, but she’s denied access to cov-
erage because of her preexisting condi-
tion. Repealing this law would mean
she would again be denied access to
health care. She said, Please do not let
them take my health care.

I was sent here to find practical solu-
tions to solve the problems facing
Rhode Island families. Let’s work to
improve this law, not repeal it.

——
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, over
the course of the last year and a half as
we worked to pass incredibly impor-
tant protections to Americans, oppo-
nents of health care reform continued
to try to scare people about what we
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were doing. And now with this vote
today, where the Republican plan is ba-
sically to remove all of those protec-
tions that we have offered the Amer-
ican public, there are a lot of people
out there who will think that after the
vote today that these protections are
going to go away.

So I want to assure the constituents
in my district, the Third District of
Kentucky—almost 300,000 of them with
preexisting conditions—your protec-
tion against discrimination will not go
away. Those 15,700 small businesses in
my district that will now get benefits
to provide coverage for their employ-
ees, don’t worry about that vote. Those
protections are not going to go away.

For those seniors in the doughnut
hole, almost 10,000 in my district who
have had their prescription drug costs
lowered because of what we did last
year, this vote today will not take
them away.

And as for those 24,000 individuals in
my district who will now have access
to insurance for the first time, the vote
today will not take them away.

———
0 1030

OPPOSING REPEAL OF HEALTH
CARE REFORM

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to repealing health
care reform. The reason is simple: It
does not create jobs, it does not protect
the middle class, and it balloons the
deficit.

Since March of 2010, the economy has
created a total of 1.1 million new pri-
vate-sector jobs. Over 200,000 of these
jobs were in the health care sector
alone. Health care reform is helping to
create jobs, not take them away.
Health care reform helps the middle
class. In my district alone, 439,000 indi-
viduals who currently have health in-
surance now have protections and ben-
efits that they did not have before the
reform. 113,000 of my senior constitu-
ents are able to access preventive care
and screenings for free because of re-
form. Tax credits are available for up
to 14,500 small businesses in the capital
region of New York.

These are real changes that benefit
real people. Repeal would eliminate all
of them, thoughtlessly and with great
harm to the middle class of my dis-
trict. Finally, repeal would increase
the debt by trillions of dollars. In fact,
20 years from now, repeal would cost us
more than $1.2 trillion, ballooning the
deficit and severely threatening our
Nation’s debt.

———
BUSTING MYTHS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)
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Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, thank you so very much. I
look forward to working with you.

It’s time to bust a number of myths.
It’s time to really tell the Americans
the truth. As we begin another series of
5-hour debates on repealing a life-sav-
ing initiative, it’s really time to tell
the truth. Maybe it’s time to tell the
truth about this senior citizen, who
had pneumonia and didn’t know she
had it. But if she had not had ‘“‘a gov-
ernment-run health system,”’” Medicare,
she wouldn’t be laying up in a sophisti-
cated medical facility, providing her
with the opportunity to live. Any of
you know about pneumonia—walking
pneumonia can kill you. It killed my
grandfather, who did not have access to
this quality health care because he did
not have Medicare.

It’s time to bust the myths. It’s time
to tell our physicians that Democrats
worked hard to build up your reim-
bursement. We were the leaders on it.
This has nothing to do with the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care
Act, because as this bill grows with re-
search dollars, we also have the oppor-
tunity, with the President, to work on
reimbursement. This bill is a bill to
save lives. And those in Texas know it,
Mr. Speaker, because the Texas insur-
ance agency said it is a good bill.

———

FREEDOMS AND HEALTH CARE
REFORM

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, we
are here today to again debate the re-
peal of the health care legislation
passed last year. Democrats provided
in that bill various freedoms: Freedom
from discrimination for preexisting
conditions, freedom from cancellation
because you get sick, freedom to move
from job to job without losing your in-
surance. Those freedoms are part of the
legislation of America today. They are
all based on the equal protection laws
of the 14th Amendment.

The Republicans, in a very radical
and extreme move, want to have Amer-
icans forfeit these freedoms. We can’t
have that done. This is about saving
money, $230 billion. Republicans talk
about saving money. But they are pre-
pared to repeal an act that saves Amer-
ica $230 billion.

We want to make sure that we have
manufacturing in this country, we
make it in America. We’re not com-
petitive with the rest of the world. We
can’t allow this repeal to take place. I
urge a ‘‘no’’ vote.

————

OPPOSING REPEAL OF THE
AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE ACT

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to oppose this counterproductive
effort to repeal the Affordable Care
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Act. Instead, we ought to focus on how
we can move forward together, Demo-
crats and Republicans, to address the
very serious challenge of rising health
care costs. Among developed nations,
the United States spends twice as
much as a share of GDP on health care;
yet we rank near the bottom in health
outcomes.

Insurance premiums more than dou-
bled in the last decade. Absent reform,
they are on pace to double again by
2020. These costs are unsustainable for
Delaware families and for the Federal
budget. There can’t be serious con-
versation about deficit reduction with-
out talking about health care cost con-
tainment. Medicare, Medicaid, and
SCHIP alone consume one-quarter of
the Federal budget. The Affordable
Care Act will curb health care cost
growth, but there is a lot more that
needs to be done.

I came to Congress to make the
tough, thoughtful decisions necessary
to improve the Affordable Care Act,
not repeal it. And I look forward to
working with my colleagues to do just
that.

———

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, by direction of the Demo-
cratic Caucus, I offer a privileged reso-
lution and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 39

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be and are hereby elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of

Representatives:
(1) COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE.—Mr.
Holden, Mr. McIntyre, Mr. Boswell, Mr.

Baca, Mr. Cardoza, Mr. David Scott of Geor-
gia, Mr. Cuellar, Mr. Costa, Mr. Walz of Min-
nesota, Mr. Schrader, Mr. Kissell, Mr. Owens,
Ms. Pingree of Maine, Mr. Courtney, Mr.
Welch, Ms. Fudge, Mr. Sablan, Ms. Sewell,
and Mr. McGovern.

(2) COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES.—Mr.
Reyes, Ms. Loretta Sanchez of California,
Mr. McIntyre, Mr. Brady of Pennsylvania,
Mr. Andrews, Mrs. Davis of California, Mr.
Langevin, Mr. Larsen of Washington, Mr.
Cooper, Ms. Bordallo, Mr. Courtney, Mr.
Loebsack, Ms. Giffords, Ms. Tsongas, Ms.
Pingree of Maine, Mr. Kissell, Mr. Heinrich,
Mr. Owens, Mr. Garamendi, Mr. Critz, Mr.
Ryan of Ohio, Mr. Ruppersberger, Mr. John-
son of Georgia, Ms. Castor of Florida, Ms.
Sutton, and Ms. Hanabusa.

(3) COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE WORK-
FORCE.—Mr. Kildee, Mr. Payne, Mr. Andrews,
Mr. Scott of Virginia, Ms. Woolsey, Mr.
Hinojosa, Mrs. McCarthy of New York, Mr.
Tierney, Mr. Kucinich, Mr. Wu, Mr. Holt,
Mrs. Davis of California, Mr. Grijalva, Mr.
Bishop of New York, Mr. Loebsack, and Ms.
Hirono.

(4) COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES.—Ms.
Waters, Mrs. Maloney, Mr. Gutierrez, Ms.
Velazquez, Mr. Watt, Mr. Ackerman, Mr.
Sherman, Mr. Meeks, Mr. Capuano, Mr.
Hinojosa, Mr. Clay, Mrs. McCarthy of New
York, Mr. Baca, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Miller of
North Carolina, Mr. David Scott of Georgia,
Mr. Al Green of Texas, Mr. Cleaver, Ms.
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Moore, Mr. Ellison, Mr. Perlmutter, Mr.
Donnelly of Indiana, Mr. Carson of Indiana,
Mr. Himes, Mr. Peters, and Mr. Carney.

(5) COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS.—Mr.
Ackerman, Mr. Faleomavaega, Mr. Payne,
Mr. Sherman, Mr. Engel, Mr. Meeks, Mr.
Carnahan, Mr. Sires, Mr. Connolly of Vir-
ginia, Mr. Deutch, Mr. Cardoza, Mr. Chan-
dler, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Murphy of Con-
necticut, Ms. Wilson of Florida, Ms. Bass of
California, Mr. Keating, and Mr. Cicilline.

(6) COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY.—
Ms. Loretta Sanchez of California, Ms. Har-
man, Ms. Jackson Lee of Texas, Mr. Cuellar,
Ms. Clarke of New York, Ms. Richardson,
Mrs. Christensen, Mr. Davis of Illinois, Mr.
Higgins, Ms. Speier, Mr. Richmond of Lou-
isiana, Mr. Clarke of Michigan, and Mr.
Keating.

(7) COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY.—MTr. Ber-
man, Mr. Nadler, Mr. Scott of Virginia, Mr.

Watt, Ms. Zoe Lofgren of California, Ms.
Jackson Lee of Texas, Ms. Waters, Mr.
Cohen, Mr. Johnson of Georgia, Mr.

Pierluisi, Mr. Quigley, Ms. Chu, Mr. Deutch,
Ms. Linda T. Sanchez of California, and Ms.
Wasserman Schultz.

(8) COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES.—
Mr. Kildee, Mr. DeFazio, Mr. Faleomavaega,
Mr. Pallone, Mrs. Napolitano, Mr. Holt, Mr.
Grijalva, Ms. Bordallo, Mr. Costa, Mr. Boren,
Mr. Sablan, Mr. Heinrich, Mr. Lujan, Mrs.
Christensen, Mr. Sarbanes, Ms. Sutton, Ms.
Tsongas, Mr. Pierluisi, Mr. Garamendi, and
Ms. Hanabusa.

(9) COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERN-
MENT REFORM.—Mr. Towns, Mrs. Maloney,
Ms. Norton, Mr. Kucinich, Mr. Tierney, Mr.
Clay, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Connolly of
Virginia, Mr. Quigley, Mr. Davis of Illinois,
Mr. Braley of Iowa, Mr. Welch, Mr. Yarmuth,
Mr. Murphy of Connecticut, and Ms. Speier.

(10) COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND
TECHNOLOGY.—Mr. Costello, Ms. Woolsey, Ms.
Zoe Lofgren of California, Mr. Wu, Mr. Miller
of North Carolina, Mr. Lipinski, Ms. Gif-
fords, Ms. Edwards, Ms. Fudge, Mr. Lujan,
Mr. Tonko, Mr. McNerney, Mr. Sarbanes, Ms.
Sewell, Ms. Wilson of Florida, and Mr.
Clarke of Michigan.

(11) COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS.—Mr.
Shuler, Mr. Schrader, Mr. Critz, Mr. Altmire,
Ms. Clarke of New York, Ms. Chu, Mr.
Cicilline, and Mr. Richmond.

(12) COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND IN-
FRASTRUCTURE.—Mr. DeFazio, Mr. Costello,
Ms. Norton, Mr. Nadler, Ms. Brown of Flor-
ida, Mr. Filner, Ms. Eddie Bernice Johnson of

Texas, Mr. Cummings, Mr. Boswell, Mr.
Holden, Mr. Larsen of Washington, Mr.
Capuano, Mr. Bishop of New York, Mr.
Michaud, Mr. Carnahan, Mrs. Napolitano,

Mr. Lipinski, Ms. Hirono, Mr. Altmire, Mr.
Walz of Minnesota, Mr. Shuler, Mr. Cohen,
Ms. Richardson, Mr. Sires, and Ms. Edwards.

(13) COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS.—
Ms. Brown of Florida, Mr. Reyes, Mr.
Michaud, Mr. Braley of Iowa, and Mr.
McNerney.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut (during
the reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution be
considered as read and printed in the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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REPEALING THE JOB-KILLING
HEALTH CARE LAW ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, pro-
ceedings will now resume on the bill
(H.R. 2) to repeal the job-killing health
care law and health care-related provi-
sions in the Health Care and Education
Reconciliation Act of 2010.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. When
consideration was postponed on Tues-
day, January 18, 2011, 5 hours of debate
remained on the bill, with 30 minutes
equally divided and controlled by the
majority leader and minority leader or
their designees, 90 minutes equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Education and the Work-
force, 90 minutes equally divided and
controlled by the chair and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, 90 minutes
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Ways and Means.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 2, and I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, for 20 consecutive
months more than 14 million Ameri-
cans have been unemployed. As much
as we would like to solve this problem,
the Federal Government cannot legis-
late or regulate our way to job cre-
ation. We can, however, foster eco-
nomic certainty that will encourage
families, businesses, and entrepreneurs
to spend, hire, and invest. And that is
what we will try to do today.

Almost 1 year ago, Democrats
launched a nearly $1 trillion govern-
ment takeover of health care that in-
creases national health care spending
by $311 billion over 10 years and levies
more than $500 billion in new taxes on
individuals, consumers, and businesses.
The 2,700-page law has led to more than
4,000 pages of new rules and regula-
tions, and the law is only 10 months
old. The uncertainty of what this all
means for individuals and businesses
today, and in the months and years to
come, is having a chilling effect on the
country’s job creators.

A number of provisions of the law
will undermine job creation and eco-
nomic growth, but perhaps none is as
alarming as the employer mandate.
For the first time in the Nation’s his-
tory, employers with more than 50
workers are required to provide govern-
ment-approved health care coverage.
Those who do not or cannot afford to
will be forced to pay a $2,000 penalty
for every worker beyond the first 30. If
you are a small business owner with 50
workers and you cannot afford to pro-
vide government-approved health in-
surance for your workers, adding one
additional employee to the payroll will
result in a $42,000 penalty.
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Some refer to the employer mandate
as shared sacrifice. They argue that ex-
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panding coverage to every individual
means everyone must pay, but the cost
of this provision will result in more
than lost dollars and cents. Hiring new
workers will be more expensive, cre-
ating a disincentive for job creators to
put Americans back to work.

The employer mandate isn’t the only
challenge facing employers. Last year
the administration released a regula-
tion on the so-called grandfather provi-
sion, a provision intended to protect
current plans against the law’s costly
and complex requirements. It is also
central to the President’s promise
that, If you like your current health
care plan, you can keep it.

Unfortunately, the regulation falls
far short of the President’s promise. By
the administration’s own estimates, up
to 69 percent of all employer plans and
80 percent of small business plans will
be denied grandfathered status in just 2
years. One estimate indicates 87 mil-
lion Americans will face changes to
their current health care plans.

Instead of keeping what they already
have, individuals and employers will
have to pay more for something new
and unfamiliar. The more costly it is
for employers to provide coverage, the
more likely existing health plans will
be eliminated and the need for govern-
ment assistance will grow. And as the
rolls for government programs expand,
the cost to taxpayers will skyrocket.

At a time when every job creator
should be encouraged to grow and hire,
the Democrats’ health care law instead
forces employers to choose between ris-
ing health care costs and government
penalties. It is time to end the uncer-
tainty facing families, employers, and
workers. It is time to push ObamaCare
aside so America’s job creators, both
large and small, can move forward with
the confidence they need to hire new
workers.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield myself 4 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to H.R. 2, the Republican Patients’
Rights Repeal Act.

The question is just simply funda-
mental here, whether or not people will
be able to have control over their
health care needs and their health in-
surance needs, or whether or not we
will go back to the chaos of the pre-
vious system that is dictated by the in-
surance companies where people are
thrown off of policies willy nilly, where
people are not reimbursed for costs
willy nilly, given excuses, paperwork
back and forth, where young people are
thrown off their parents’ policy when
they graduate from high school, and
whether or not they will have insur-
ance or not, or whether people will
have the freedom to make the choices,
to have insurance that will cover them,
that will get rid of the preexisting con-
ditions that eliminate their coverage,
that will get rid of the lifetime caps so
that those people who contract cancer
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or other chronic diseases find out they
have run out of insurance at the exact
moment they need it. No longer will
that be the case under the current law.

Now, the choice is to repeal that law
and to make it more difficult for small
businesses to provide insurance. Since
the enactment of the tax credit under
this law, we now see that hundreds of
thousands of employees have been ex-
tended health insurance by small busi-
nesses employing 50 workers or less be-
cause of that tax credit, a tax credit
that is scheduled to increase.

So we already see the hundreds of
thousands of employees that did not
have access to insurance because they
worked for small businesses today have
insurance. That’s not the reporting of
the government. That’s the reporting
of the health insurance companies
where people and businesses are mak-
ing applications for insurance.

So what we see now is young people
are once again covered and can have
the security that they will have health
insurance while they go to school or
while they start a new job that may
not have health insurance with that
coverage. We now see that people who
may have had a bout of cancer early on
know that that will not disqualify
them from having insurance as they go
out and continue to work to provide for
their families.

We now see that after 2014 when peo-
ple change their jobs or they lose their
jobs, they will have insurance so they
will not have to go to the poor house
because of the insurance costs that
they will not be able to provide for be-
cause they are unemployed. They will
not be locked into a job that they don’t
want. They will be able to be entrepre-
neurial and go out and seek a new job
knowing that they will have health in-
surance. That’s the certainty of this
legislation.

We can now choose the chaos of the
current insurance system. We can
choose the chaos of people getting a
letter saying you no longer have insur-
ance, getting a letter saying your child
is no longer covered, getting a letter
saying your premium is up 59 percent,
as they did last year in California. We
have seen health insurance premiums
jump dramatically over the cost of liv-
ing over the last decade and over the
last decade have seen more and more
businesses shed coverage for their em-
ployees.

The Republicans want to believe that
there is certainty in that. The Repub-
licans want to believe that that’s a
comfort to the American working fam-
ily. The Republicans want to believe
that that’s a comfort to grandparents
who see their grandchildren thrown off
their parents’ policies.

That’s not a comfort. What is a com-
fort is the freedom to know that never
again will you have to contest the arbi-
trary rulings of an insurance company
about your preexisting conditions,
about the coverage of your child’s
health care. Never again will you have
to contest whether or not you will get
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help paying for your pharmaceuticals if
you are a senior. Never again will you
have to pay for preventive medical
checkups to try to keep you healthy if
you are a senior. That’s the certainty
that this legislation presents.

Last night I had a telephone town
hall meeting with over a thousand sen-
iors in my district, and all of them—al-
most all of them, I would say there
were three or four in the call—almost
all of them wanted the certainty of
knowing they were going to get help
with their pharmaceutical payments.
They struggle with the doughnut hole.

They were appreciative of the $250
check they got last year, and they were
appreciative of the help they were
going to get paying for their pharma-
ceuticals this year. That’s the cer-
tainty that we ought to reject by re-
jecting repeal of the health care act.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to a member of the committee,
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
PETRI).

Mr. PETRI. Today I rise in support of
H.R. 2, legislation which would repeal
the health care law passed last year.
Even if it is unlikely that this bill will
pass the Senate, I think it’s important
for the House majority to state its po-
sition in the clearest possible terms to
encourage a general reevaluation of the
new law.

Make no mistake. My colleagues and
I support health care reform which
would ensure that all Americans, in-
cluding those with preexisting condi-
tions, have access to affordable cov-
erage. However, the health care law
that passed last year takes a fun-
damentally wrong approach to achiev-
ing that goal and will only make worse
our skyrocketing health care costs and
Federal deficits.

My State of Wisconsin is a leader in
terms of providing efficient, high-qual-
ity care; and I have been meeting and
will continue to work with medical
providers in my State as well as my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
develop proposals which will reward
high-quality, low-cost medical services
instead of simply giving government
more control over our health care.

Only by implementing proposals that
rein in out-of-control health care costs
will we be able to make affordable cov-
erage available to all Americans. I look
forward to working with my colleagues
on this important issue.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 4 minutes to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. ANDREWS).

(Mr. ANDREWS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ANDREWS. I thank the chair-
man for yielding.

As we sit here this morning, there
are millions of Americans sitting in
front of computers or the want ads des-
perately looking for their next job, 15
million unemployed Americans. The
question they are asking this Congress
is why don’t you work together to help
small businesses and entrepreneurs cre-
ate jobs for our country?
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The answer the majority gives them
is we will get to that someday. What
they are doing today raises some real
questions as well.

A mother has two 4-year-old twins
who are diagnosed with leukemia and
tries to buy health insurance. The in-
surance company says we won’t sell it
to you because your children have leu-
kemia, or we will charge you five times
as much.

We say that should be illegal and the
law today the majority tries to repeal
says differently. A ‘‘yes’ vote for re-
peal means she is told, Sorry, no insur-
ance.

A person who has faithfully paid his
premiums for years and suddenly needs
a quadruple bypass heart operation re-
ceives a letter from his insurance com-
pany that says, Sorry, we are rescind-
ing your coverage. We say, and the law
says, that should be illegal. But a vote
for repeal says, Sorry, you are on your
own.

A pregnant woman who has a very
difficult pregnancy and gives birth to a
child with severe impairments that
cost hundreds of thousands of dollars
each month, the law says, and we say,
that the insurance company should be
legally obligated to pay her bills as
long as she and her baby need it, no
lifetime policy limits.

J 1050

But a vote for repeal says she’s on
her own.

A senior citizen who runs out of pre-
scription drug coverage the Fourth of
July or Labor Day, the law says, and
the bill says, they should get some help
to continue to buy their prescriptions
for the rest of the year. But a vote for
repeal says she’s on her own. We’re all
on our own on paying the debt. Our
President is meeting with the Presi-
dent of China today; and as we do that,
the majority is adding over $1 trillion
to the national debt with this vote.

Ladies and gentlemen of the House,
this bill doesn’t create jobs for the
middle class. It creates pain for the
middle class. The right vote is “no’”” on
this repeal. The right course is get
back to the job of creating jobs for the
American people. Vote “no.”

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to another
member of the committee, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON).

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your
leadership.

Mr. Speaker, one of the many threats
of this unconstitutional health care
takeover is the unfunded State man-
dates. In my home State of South
Carolina, newly inaugurated Governor
Nikki Haley has correctly warned that
the Palmetto State cannot afford the
health care mandate. Governor Haley
even went so far as to ask the Presi-
dent to opt out of this unfunded man-
date. The reason is because the health
care takeover calls for an additional $1
billion in new State spending.
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The takeover will cripple small busi-
nesses. A recent study by the National
Federation of Independent Business,
NFIB, America’s largest organization
of small businesses, has indicated that
the mandate will lead to the elimi-
nation of 1.6 million jobs.

This law imposes burdens on all
Americans. It’s a threat to senior citi-
zens in that it will lead to waiting
lists, deferral services, and rationing.
It’s a threat to our Nation’s youth in
that it burdens them with excessive
debt.

Mr. Speaker, the liberal health care
takeover destroys jobs, limits free-
doms, and expands Big Government.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. WOOLSEY), a mem-
ber of the committee.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
speak out in emphatic opposition to
H.R. 2, the repeal of the Affordable
Care Act.

Mr. Speaker, one of my sons, the fa-
ther of two and a wonderful husband,
came home last week to Petaluma
from 6% weeks in the hospital. He has
many, many more weeks’ recovery
ahead of him, but I can tell you that
this family that still has a huge chal-
lenge ahead of them would not have a
chance without health care, the health
care coverage that they have.

This bill, by the way, goes in pre-
cisely the wrong direction. Just when
we should be strengthening the historic
reform we passed last year, my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
want to tear it apart. Have you never
experienced another person that had
the needs that my family has today
even if it wasn’t in your family?

Repeal, we know, would leave mil-
lions out in the cold, stripping them of
access to affordable health coverage. In
fact, Blue Shield of California recently
announced a rate increase of as much
as b9 percent—b59 percent—for some
200,000 policyholders. Does the major-
ity not see the problem with runaway
costs that are passed on to middle class
families already burdened by a deep re-
cession? Do you want to return to the
broken health care system that had
people crying out for reform in the
first place?

The claim that cutting government
spending is the most important of all
flies in the face of the CBO that has
concluded that their bill would add $230
billion—your bill, the Republican bill—
$230 billion to the Nation’s debt by 2021.
Do not vote for this.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to my friend
and colleague, a member of the com-
mittee, the gentlewoman from North
Carolina (Ms. FOXX).

Ms. FOXX. I thank my friend for
yielding me time.

I rise today in support of H.R. 2,
which repeals the job-destroying gov-
ernment takeover of health care.

Voters rejected the ‘‘government
knows best’” philosophy in November.
In contrast, Republicans believe that
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American innovation and reduced gov-
ernment control are keys to successful
health reform that reduces health care
costs. For instance, it’s estimated that
1 percent of the most seriously ill ac-
count for more than 25 percent of all
health care expenditures. What if we
could improve the care of these pa-
tients and at the same time reduce
costs?

We can. We can by harnessing the
power of innovation and health re-
search in fields like regenerative medi-
cine. Regenerative medicine develops
technologies to replace or regenerate
organs and tissues using the patient’s
own cells. These treatments could re-
duce the cost of chronic diseases by
$275 billion a year. Consider the fact
that Dr. Anthony Atala at the Insti-
tute for Regenerative Medicine at
Wake Forest University has been able
successfully to grow bladders for blad-
der replacement surgeries from the re-
cipient’s own cells. Yet despite several
successful bladder transplants, the
FDA insists he go through additional
clinical trials on animals and spend
millions of dollars in testing that is
clearly unnecessary based on his suc-
cess with the human transplant sur-
geries.

The Federal Government’s regu-
latory burden is stifling innovation in
America, and the government takeover
of health care, passed by the ruling
Democrats last year, will impose more
job and innovation-destroying regula-
tions on health research. Therefore, 1
urge my colleagues to vote in favor of
investing in new health technology and
research by voting ‘‘yes’ on H.R. 2.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA), a member
of the committee.

(Mr. HINOJOSA asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong opposition to H.R. 2.

Over one-third of my constituents in
the 15th Congressional District of
Texas are currently uninsured. With
passage of the Affordable Care Act,
that number, which has risen year
after year, is finally coming down. I
project that the percentage of unin-
sured individuals could drop to only 10
percent.

Right now, thanks to the Affordable
Care Act, children who are 26 and
under can stay on their parents’ policy
as they finish school and search for a
job. With the passage of health care re-
form in 2010, senior citizens who hit the
doughnut hole are now going to receive
rebates and small businesses have had
their taxes cut, all the result of the Af-
fordable Care Act. If the proposed
health care act repeal were to pass, it
will destroy this progress I have seen
in my district and in my State.

The families and businesses in my
district cannot afford more uncer-
tainty. They cannot afford to go back
to the old health care system that was
not working for millions of Americans
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and whose spiraling costs were driving
our Federal budget into the abyss.

Right now, the Affordable Care Act is
extending affordable health care insur-
ance to millions of Americans. How-
ever, here in Congress, the majority
party is asking the House to repeal the
law we passed without holding hearings
and without offering a meaningful al-
ternative to the American people who
are working, who are presently without
insurance, or who have preexisting
medical conditions. Those Americans
were struggling to pay for hefty pre-
miums to insurers. If there are some
things that need to be fixed in the
present law, we can fix them, but
throwing out all the progress we have
made is not the answer.

The focus of this new Congress
should be reducing the staggeringly
high 9% percent unemployment rate.
Instead, we have a bill before us today
that makes it harder for businesses to
provide benefits to the employees that
eliminate the hundreds of thousands of
new jobs that were being created in the
health and medical fields.

The Affordable Care Act doesn’t re-
duce jobs; it saves lives. I strongly urge
my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no”” on H.R. 2.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 5 minutes to a physi-
cian on the committee, the gentleman
from Tennessee, Dr. ROE.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support
H.R. 2, the repeal of ObamaCare. For
the past 30 years, I haven’t been a poli-
tician but a physician treating patients
and delivering babies in rural east Ten-
nessee. And I can say without hesi-
tation that we have the finest health
care system in the world.

Health care should not be a partisan
issue, and I personally have never oper-
ated on a Democrat or Republican can-
cer in my life. You can’t spend $1 tril-
lion and have a bill that’s over 2,500
pages long and not have something
good come out of it. This bill is not,
however, good medicine for our coun-
try.

The repeal of ObamaCare doesn’t
mean that we aren’t for health care re-
form. Quite the contrary. What I dis-
covered in my own practice of 30 years
was health care was becoming more
and more unaffordable for our citizens.
And we had a group of patients, a group
of citizens, who didn’t have affordable
health insurance coverage. This we
need to address.

This bill does increase the number of
people having insurance, but does noth-
ing to control the costs. The other side
says that if we repeal ObamaCare, it
will increase the costs and decrease
access.
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Let’s take a look at three govern-
ment-run plans. One is TennCare, my
State’s Medicaid program; the Massa-
chusetts Care; and Medicare.

In TennCare, we had a plan that had
competing interests. It would compete
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for your business. It was supposed to
hold costs down. We saw our costs in
Tennessee from 1993 until 2004 and 2005
go from $2.6 billion to $8 billion. It tri-
pled. And what we found was that half
the people who went on the govern-
ment plan had private health insurance
and dropped it and got on the govern-
ment plan. This plan took up almost
every new dollar our State took in. We
balanced this on the backs of college
students. We have less highway patrol-
men in our State than we had 30 years
ago, and we have 2 million more people.
What our Democratic Governor did was
rationed care by cutting the rolls of
TennCare patients and also limiting
the access to physicians to eight visits
per year.

Let’s look at Massachusetts Care
where there is a mandate right now.
You are required to buy a good or serv-
ice and the government decides what
the right good or service is, not you as
the consumer. So what happens is it
hasn’t held the costs down there either.
They have the highest private insur-
ance premiums in America in Massa-
chusetts. Emergency room visits are
not down. And why is that? The same
as TennCare. These plans don’t pay for
the cost of the care, shifting more cost
over to the private sector, making it
more and more expensive.

The second thing this mandate does
is it empowers lobbyists. How it does
that is you will see the lobbyists come
to us, the politicians, and say, Hey, we
want this medicine or this device on
our plan. And these are the people that
write the checks to the politicians, so
you are empowering them.

Let’s finally look at Medicare, a pro-
gram that started in 1965 as a $3 billion
program. The government estimators
at that time said in 25 years this will
be a $15 billion program. It was over a
$100 billion program. Today, it is over
$400 billion.

So we have three examples where
costs are out of control in the govern-
ment-run plans.

The senior citizens understand this.
When you take $500 billion out of a
plan, and in the next 10 years we are
going to add 36 million seniors, three
things are going to happen when you
have got more patients chasing fewer
dollars: You will have decreased access,
you will have decreased quality, and
you will have increased costs. That is a
given.

We had the President say last year, 1
will go over this bill line by line.

I have read this bill. I wanted to go
over it. I wanted to have meaningful
health care reform but was denied that
privilege.

Without exception, our States are al-
most broke, every one of them. And we
are adding another unfunded Federal
mandate to require them to pay and
implement a plan that is already
breaking them, the expansion of Med-
icaid, which is an entitlement.

Businesses get it also. If this is such
a great plan, why have, to date, 222
businesses opted out, including McDon-
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ald’s and, of all people, the SEIU, the
government’s employee union who
fought for this and then opted them-
selves out? I find that ridiculous when
you see that.

The doctors get it. The doctor fix,
the SGR fix is not in this bill. It is a
cost that was hidden. As doctors are
squeezed, they cannot see patients that
cannot pay the cost of the care.

Malpractice is not in this bill. I can
tell you as an OB-GYN doctor, it is
over the top. It is almost unaffordable
for us.

So the American people get it. The
people of Tennessee get it. And we as
elected representatives get it. We got
that in the election of November 2.

I want to encourage my colleagues to
vote to repeal ObamaCare.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield myself 30 seconds.

I would just say to the gentleman
from Tennessee it is universally recog-
nized that there was no worse-designed
health care plan than TennCare; that
all you did was extend the benefits and
no cost containment and no pay-fors,
and it damn mnear bankrupted the
State.

It is also recognized that nowhere
have health care costs gone up faster
than in the private sector, much faster
than Medicare because, once again,
there is not much in the way of cost
containment. You just reimburse peo-
ple for the cost.

This legislation has cost contain-
ment, and that is why CBO says, if you
repeal it, you will drive up the short-
term deficit to $30 billion and long-
term deficit to $1.2 trillion. That is the
difference.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Mrs. McCARTHY), a
member of the committee.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. I ap-
preciate the gentleman’s yielding me
this time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in opposi-
tion to H.R. 2, a bill that would repeal
the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act.

The Affordable Care Act, signed into
law in March of 2010, is an important
first step in reforming our health in-
surance system, a system that every-
one knows is broken. The Affordable
Care Act provides access to the insur-
ance market for millions of Americans,
puts in place important consumer pro-
tections, and reduces our country’s def-
icit.

This new Congress was elected prom-
ising a transparent process with input
from all Members. This repeal bill,
however, has not even been considered
by a single committee in the House.
Members are also being shut out of the
process.

I cosponsored four amendments sub-
mitted to the Rules Committee; none
were accepted.

I cosponsored an amendment to en-
sure that women continue to receive
the protections provided by the Afford-
able Care Act. The Republicans did not
allow this amendment to come up to
the floor.
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I cosponsored an amendment to en-
sure that all seniors will continue to
receive the increased benefits in Medi-
care and that the doughnut hole will
continue to be closed. The Republicans
did not allow this amendment to come
up for a vote.

I cosponsored an amendment to en-
sure that small businesses continue to
receive the tax cuts provided for in the
Affordable Care Act. The Republicans
didn’t allow this amendment to come
up for a vote.

I cosponsored an amendment to en-
sure that we are responsible stewards
of our Federal budget and to prevent
this repeal bill from adding to the def-
icit. The Republicans did not allow the
amendment to come up for a vote.

This new Congress ran on a campaign
of lower taxes on small businesses and
reducing the Federal budget deficit.
This bill, however, would raise taxes on
small businesses and individuals and
add a trillion dollars to the deficit.

Just to be clear, a vote for this bill
will be a vote for higher taxes and in-
creases in the deficit. Although there is
an effort to bring this repeal bill to the
floor today, what is being proposed in
place of affordable care? Nothing.

My office has dealt with this for
years. Please, vote ‘‘no’’ on this bill.

Mr. KLINE. I yield 30 seconds to the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROE) to
respond to the gentleman from Califor-
nia’s comments.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
just to address my colleague from Cali-
fornia, I would argue that Tennessee
has thought this plan well out; and the
problem with this plan is, when you
have more services chasing fewer dol-
lars, you are going to create waits in a
situation where you shifted the cost.

You talked about the private health
insurance costs going up. That is true.
There is innovation, liability. There
are a lot of reasons for that, Congress-
man, but one of the main reasons is an
overpromise by government programs
that shifts costs. We saw that in our
State. We can do better.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. WALBERG),
a member of the committee.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the repeal of the
government’s takeover of health care.

We are well aware of how the health
care law created hundreds of billions of
dollars in new taxes while doing little
to drive down costs and causing mil-
lions to lose access to health coverage.
Even more troubling is how dramati-
cally this law grows government and

constricts individual freedom and
American exceptionalism.
When this laws was passed, the

Democrats said it would create 4 mil-
lion new jobs. Instead, we got over 2,000
pages of job-Killing new taxes and less
choice. This law was clearly an over-
reach of government control.

In place of government-run health
care, true reform can be achieved
through multiple patient-centered al-
ternatives, including expanding HSAs,
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association health plans, and allowing
the purchase of health insurance across
State lines.

Americans agree. A Gallup/USA
Today poll this week confirms that
only 13 percent of Americans support
the current law. Simply put, the Amer-
ican people want this law repealed, and
so do I, as I promised.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
DAVIS).

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, my mother always told me that if
you have your health, you have every-
thing, which is why I have always be-
lieved every American should have ac-
cess to the care they mneed to be
healthy.

Now my colleagues want to repeal
health care without an alternative.
Well, it is easy to say you are against
something, but it is much harder to
come up with solutions. Americans de-
serve to know how my colleagues’ plan
will protect patients.

Specifically, women shouldn’t get de-
nied care based on gender or have to
pay hundreds more in insurance pre-
miums than men, nor should they need
a permission slip to see an OB-GYN.

The 32 million Americans without in-
surance need access to coverage.

Insurers shouldn’t deny children cov-
erage because they have been sick.
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Medicare must be kept solvent over
the long term, and seniors should have
access to affordable prescriptions.
Americans shouldn’t face outrageous
annual premium hikes, such as the 59
percent increase many of my own con-
stituents are looking at today.

The health care reform bill addresses
each of these problems and many more.
It is irresponsible to repeal without a
plan to fix the issues in our health care
system. Further, thanks to Governor
Schwarzenegger’s efforts before leaving
office, California is leading the way in
implementing reforms already author-
izing health insurance exchange mar-
ketplaces to buy affordable insurance.
Repeal will cripple health reform ef-
forts in my State and leave it without
direction going forward.

I can’t support legislation that does
not offer solutions and goes backward.
Let’s focus on creating jobs and not
taking away health care from patients.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to a new
member of the committee, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HANNA).

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 2 so that we
may replace the well-intentioned but
ill-conceived health care law signed
last year with reforms that increase
access to care and lower costs.

We know that the current law raises
premiums. We know that it cuts Medi-
care by more than $500 billion. That’s
unacceptable to the over 120,000 seniors
in my district who rely on Medicare
benefits. We know it raises taxes, im-
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poses costs on small businesses, and
will substantially burden New York
taxpayers.

Tomorrow I will vote to instruct
committees, including the Education
and Workforce Committee, to produce
thoughtful and improved legislation. I
look forward to supporting reforms
that lower premiums through competi-
tion; allow folks with preexisting con-
ditions access to affordable health
care; reform the medical liability sys-
tem; preserve a patient’s ability to
keep their own plan; and expand incen-
tives to encourage personal responsi-
bility for health care coverage and
costs.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
HoLT), a member of the committee.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to the budget-bust-
ing legislation that fails to create one
new job and returns our health deci-
sions to insurance companies rather
than doctors.

Repealing the health reform Ilaw
would be a big mistake. Instead of fo-
cusing on job creation or retirement
security or fair taxes, we’re debating
repealing a law that protects Ameri-
cans from insurance company abuses
and provides fairer and more accessible
health care for children, for veterans,
for seniors, for employees, for employ-
ers. The law saves the average tax-
payer money, and it saves the insured
money.

On Monday, we celebrated Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day. Dr. King fought
for an America where everyone regard-
less of race or class background had ac-
cess to the American opportunity. He
said, ‘“‘Of all the forms of inequality,
injustice in health care is the most
shocking and inhumane.”

Today, the new majority is trying to
repeal the health reform law that we
enacted just one year ago. That his-
toric law provides secure health insur-
ance coverage to almost all Americans
and lowers the deficit. The days of
‘“‘you’re on your own’ are past now.
The law ensures that health insurance
companies actually have to provide
health insurance, not just in name, but
it requires that they spend your pre-
mium dollars on actually providing
health care.

If this reform law were repealed,
Anna’s 24-year-old son in Kendall Park,
New Jersey would become uninsured;
Todd from Eatontown would not be
able to get insurance due to his pre-
existing condition; and thousands of
seniors on Medicare, like Howard from
Monroe, would not be able to afford his
lifesaving prescriptions.

Matthew from West Windsor wrote
me to say, ‘I just graduated from col-
lege, and I'm working at a job with no
health care.” He’s grateful now that he
can be on his parents’ health insurance
plan, but he’s concerned if this is re-
pealed. He says, ‘I have a preexisting
condition, and shockingly, I truly
would be without insurance and in deep
trouble if this law were reversed.”
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I urge my colleagues to vote no on
repealing the health care reform law.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to yield 1 minute to another
new member of the committee, the
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. ROKITA).

(Mr. ROKITA asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROKITA. I thank the gentleman
from Minnesota for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of free-
dom for every American and against
the expansion of government. The peo-
ple of Indiana sent me to Washington,
D.C. with very specific instructions:
Get the government out of our lives.

Therefore, I will be voting yes on
H.R. 2. Every honest person in this de-
bate knows that this law doesn’t solve
the problems in our health care sys-
tem. Its solution, to destroy the best
health care system in the world and re-
place it with even more inefficiencies,
government controls, loss of personal
freedom and trillions in new costs to
the taxpayers, will fail.

And let’s not forget that there are
programs already in place that are sup-
posed to do many of the things the
President has talked about his law
doing. We should start with reforming
those. Also, health savings accounts,
insurance across State lines, covering
preexisting conditions, and even sub-
sidizing the poor’s purchase of a pri-
vate policy should all be implemented.

Health care is not a right, and if we
are not careful, the feel-good, empty
promises made in this law will bank-
rupt our country and Ileave our
grandkids to pay for it.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the

gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GRIJALVA), a member of the com-
mittee.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Thank you, Mr. MIL-
LER.

I rise today in opposition to a regres-
sive and unfair piece of legislation,
H.R. 2. We must protect the American
people from the Republican NoCare
agenda. Their agenda for America is
simple:

NoCare if you lose your job.

NoCare if you or your child has a pre-
existing condition.

NoCare if you are a senior in the
doughnut hole.

NoCare if you’re under 26 and on your
parents’ plan.

NoCare if you get sick and your in-
surer drops your coverage.

NoCare if your insurer hikes your
premiums higher than you can afford.

NoCare for Indian health care serv-
ices reauthorization.

NoCare for community health cen-
ters.

NoCare for closing the disparity gap
in America’s health care delivery sys-
tem.

I urge my colleagues to vote against
this repeal that would take away the
progress that we are making to protect
our constituents. I urge my colleagues
to stop protecting insurance companies



January 19, 2011

and, finally, finally, take a step toward
empowering the American people.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to yield 1 minute to another
new member of the committee, a physi-
cian, the gentleman from Indiana, Dr.
BUCSHON.

Mr. BUCSHON. Thank you, Chairman
KLINE.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2, the repeal of the Affordable
Care Act. I consider this one of the
most crucial votes in this Congress. As
a cardiothoracic surgeon, I can speak
from the perspective of a physician
who has dealt with the growing need
for health care reform in our country.

We all know there are too many un-
insured; too many underinsured. But a
government solution is the wrong ap-
proach. This law does nothing to ad-
dress the critical issue in health care
today, and that’s the rising cost of
health care.

Now let’s touch on my patients.
Sixty to 70 percent of my patients are
in Medicare. A $500 billion cut in the
funding of Medicare and decreasing re-
imbursement for physicians, for hos-
pitals and other providers over the
course of time will lead to what it has
led to in every other country that has
a government health care system—ra-
tioning of health care for some of the
most vulnerable people in our society,
our American seniors.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. BUCSHON. Thank you.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT), a member of
the committee.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we
focus attention on the substance of the
debate on health care. Some think that
just calling repealing health care re-
form ObamaCare or calling it a job
killer when it will actually create jobs,
or even calling it a government take-
over when it doesn’t even include a
public option constitutes the discus-
sion.

But we need to talk about what is ac-
tually in the bill and what is actually
going to be repealed, because we need
to talk about what’s going to happen to
those under 26 that are now able to
stay on their parents’ policies. Repeal
will kick them off of those policies.

We need to talk about what’s going
to happen to those with preexisting
conditions. We need to talk about what
is happening to those who can now get
checkups, annual checkups and preven-
tive care with no copays and
deductibles.

The
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We need to talk about the fact that
we are digging senior citizens out of
the doughnut hole and that repeal will
keep them in the doughnut hole.

Insurance reform: No rescissions, no
cutting off insurance in the middle of a
treatment.

We need to talk about what we are
doing as to unreasonable increases.
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That’s what you’re going to be repeal-
ing if you repeal health care reform.

Affordability: All Americans under
health care reform in 2014 will be able
to afford health care. We will be giving
tax credits to businesses to encourage
them to provide health care.

This bill will create jobs. You will be
destroying jobs. And you say nothing
about the deficits. The CBO has al-
ready calculated that you will signifi-
cantly increase the deficit if this bill
passes.

Mr. Speaker, health care reform is a
matter of life and death. If Republicans
want to repeal health care, they ought
to be clear and tell the public what will
actually happen to young adults, those
with preexisting conditions, seniors,
what is going to happen to the dough-
nut hole or insurance abuses or the fu-
ture of the affordability of health care.

We should not just be resorting to la-
bels and slogans. We have to be clear as
to what we are doing to the public.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to another
new member of the committee, the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
GOWDY).

Mr. GOWDY. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Speaker, the Constitution of the
United States has limits.

Surely one of those limits must be
that Congress cannot compel a private
citizen to engage in a private commer-
cial transaction.

Surely the Congress of the United
States cannot compel a person to pur-
chase life insurance, because genera-
tional debt is a bad thing.

Surely the Congress of the United
States cannot compel someone to pur-
chase vision insurance or dental insur-
ance.

The Constitution of the United
States places limits on Congress, and it
is time that this body honored those
limits envisioned by our Forefathers.
To ask for self-restraint or respect for
the Constitution should not invite
challenges to our humanity or accusa-
tions of moral acquiescence.

I am from the upstate of South Caro-
lina; and every time I go home, I hear
about the need for health reform and
about the fear that people have with
respect to preexisting conditions; but I
support a solution that is patient cen-
tered and not government centered. I
support a solution that is affordable
and not generational embezzlement,
and I support a solution that is con-
sistent with the Constitution.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to a
member of the committee, the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
TIERNEY).

(Mr. TIERNEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, it is
deeply disappointing that, following

last week’s near universal calls for
unity and cooperation and amidst all of
the calls to lower the temperature of
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political discourse and to move to
working together to solve America’s
pressing issues, the new Republican
majority is moving full steam ahead
with an attempt to repeal the Afford-
able Care Act.

The health care law may not be per-
fect—that prospect would always cer-
tainly be open to debate and sugges-
tions on how it might be improved
might also be open to debate—but in-
stead of working together and building
on the work that has been done and the
progress that has been made, we find
ourselves here today, debating and vot-
ing on a bill, which, while it may pass
the House, most certainly will never
become law—nor should it.

Some may call it political catharsis.
Others may call it pure theater, plain
and simple; but let’s be clear: the posi-
tive impact the existing health care re-
form law is having on millions of resi-
dents and families in all of our dis-
tricts is very real, and the law’s impor-
tant, commonsense consumer protec-
tions are very popular.

Specifically, this misguided legisla-
tion will spell the end of one meaning-
ful consumer protection which I and
others fought to get into the law. This
protection, the medical loss ratio re-
quirement, holds insurance companies
accountable and ensures consumers are
receiving the health services for which
they are paying top dollar.

In 1993, many private companies rou-
tinely spent 95 cents of every dollar on
health services. By 2008, in the absence
of regulation otherwise, many had re-
duced their spending on health services
to below 75 percent, some to even less
than 60 percent of those premium dol-
lars. That meant that companies could
spend up to 43 cents of your premium
dollar on executive salaries, adver-
tising, lobbyists, bonuses, dividends,
and other administrative costs instead
of using it for what you had contracted
for—health care.

To keep their excessive profits up,
you may have been charged ever-higher
premiums or may have been denied
care through a number of
anticonsumer gimmicks. You might
have been denied coverage because you
or your family member had a pre-
existing condition or because you had
coverage capped annually or in a life-
time, stopping coverage when it was
most needed, or, as a parent, you were
refused coverage for your children
under 26 even if they were still unem-
ployed or were working someplace
where coverage wasn’t available.

All of these injustices are addressed
in the bill. Its repeal would reverse
that. I ask that this misguided bill fail,
and I ask my colleagues to vote against
it.

Mr. KLINE. May 1 inquire of the
Speaker how much time is remaining
on each side.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Minnesota has 26%2 min-
utes remaining. The gentleman from
California has 22 minutes remaining.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, at this time
I am very pleased to yield 1 minute to
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another new member of the committee,
the gentlelady from Alabama (Mrs.
ROBY).

Mrs. ROBY. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to stand
with my colleagues in support of H.R. 2
that will repeal the Health Care Re-
form Act.

Sadly, this law is less about pro-
viding health care for all citizens and
more about expanding Federal Govern-
ment.

It translates into substantial cost,
over $500 billion, that must be paid for
by hardworking, tax-paying Ameri-
cans. In economic hard times, it is our
responsibility to ensure that this does
not occur. If we do not repeal this law,
our inaction will serve as nothing less
than gross fiscal irresponsibility. This
must not happen.

I want to tell you about the owner of
the Pizza Hut in Headland, Alabama,
who will be forced to close his doors
due to the costs associated with this
law. Then there is the gentleman who
owns pharmacies throughout the
Southeast, who told me he has the abil-
ity to create two jobs but who cannot
do so because he doesn’t know what the
Federal Government is going to do to
him next.

Just like our forefathers answered
the call to right wrongs, we too must
answer a call. The citizens in our dis-
tricts have spoken, and in their words,
We must repeal this law.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
BISHOP).

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I believe it is time that this Con-
gress does what President Obama
called on Americans to do last week:
approach our debates and our dif-
ferences with civility and honesty.

We appear to be doing reasonably
well with regard to civility, but less so
with honesty. Once again, we tackle
health care, and the debate is sliding
back to one-line attacks and misrepre-
sentation instead of the new health
care law’s merits or its actual impact
on real Americans.

The Affordable Care Act has been re-
ferred to as a ‘‘job-crushing law.”” This
is simply not honest as my colleagues
across the aisle disregard the fact that,
since it was signed into law last March,
over 1 million private sector jobs have
been added to the economy, with
207,000 of those jobs coming from the
health care sector.

Some speak of the repeal as if elimi-
nating health care reform would have
no meaningful fiscal consequences.
This, too, is not honest. The Congres-
sional Budget Office has estimated full
repeal would increase the deficit by
$230 billion over 10 years and another
$1.2 trillion in the following decade.

Some argue that repeal will, in fact,
reduce the deficit. If this is true, why
have we yet to see a positive score that
affirms such a point?

Repeal does nothing, absolutely
nothing, other than leaving families
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with real health issues no place to go
for help.

What do I tell the parents of the 9,000
children in my district with pre-
existing conditions who will be unable
to access coverage when the ban on dis-
criminating against children with pre-
existing conditions is repealed?

When insurance companies can claim
cancer or pregnancy as a preexisting
condition, what will survivors and
mothers do for health coverage?

What will the 126,000 so affected indi-
viduals on eastern Long Island do?

What will the 2,400 young adults who
have been able to stay on or to rejoin
their parents’ health insurance on east-
ern Long Island do if repeal is success-
ful?

What will the 112,000 Medicare bene-
ficiaries who can now receive free can-
cer screenings and other preventive
care do?

What about the 8,500 part D prescrip-
tion drug plan recipients who can no
longer count on the doughnut hole
being closed and who will, once again,
face higher drug costs if repeal is suc-
cessful?

Mr. Speaker, simply replacing the
positive impact the Affordable Care
Act has had on American families with
inaccurate arguments does not solve
our problem. I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘no’ on the legislation.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to yield 2 minutes to another
new member of the committee, a physi-
cian, the gentleman from Nevada, Dr.
HECK.

Mr. HECK. Mr. Speaker, increasing
access to high-quality health care
while reducing costs, that was the goal
of the recently enacted health care
law. But no matter how well-inten-
tioned, very few now stand by that law
in its entirety. The new health care
law will cost money that taxpayers
don’t have, and it will cost jobs we
can’t afford to lose.

Now is the time to reexamine this
misguided law before young families
are forced to buy something they can’t
afford or face fines from their govern-
ment, before seniors are forced to find
new doctors or lose the kind of insur-
ance Dplans they enjoy now, before
small businesses shed jobs or are forced
to close their doors due to budget-bust-
ing regulations.
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More access, lower cost. It’s safe to
say that every American supports that
idea. As an emergency medicine doc-
tor, I know that I do. And working on
the front lines of health care I've seen
what works and what doesn’t. Forcing
people to buy insurance or fining them,
eliminating seniors’ access to Medicare
Advantage, and burdening small busi-
nesses with onerous taxes don’t work.

What the American people want are
solutions that don’t cost more tax-
payer money and don’t prevent small
businesses from hiring new employees;
making sure people don’t lose their
coverage once they get sick; letting de-
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pendent children stay on their parents’
insurance until they turn 26; making
sure anyone who wants to buy insur-
ance can purchase a policy regardless
of preexisting condition; and allowing
consumers choice while creating incen-
tives to purchase insurance that fits
their needs works. Some of these solu-
tions are there, but there is more
wrong with this bill than there is right.

So let’s repeal this law that doesn’t
work. Let’s repair those pieces that
could work. Let’s replace it with pa-
tient-centered solutions that will
work. And let’s give the American peo-
ple the health care they deserve.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO), a member of the committee.

(Ms. HIRONO asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, Demo-
crats’ top priority is creating jobs. We
want to work with Republicans to
achieve this goal, but instead of focus-
ing on jobs and growing the economy
the new leadership has decided to start
by debating H.R. 2, which will repeal
patients’ rights, put insurance compa-
nies back in charge, and add to the def-
icit.

Yesterday, the Democratic Steering
and Policy Committee held the only
hearing the new Congress will have on
this bill. We heard from families from
Maine to Florida, from Rhode Island to
Missouri, real people, real stories.
Freedom was a common thread in their
stories. Because of health care reform,
these families are free from worrying
about being denied coverage because of
a preexisting condition and free from
worrying about escalating medical
debt because of lifetime caps on their
insurance plans. These families now
have a sense of security and peace of
mind.

For over 37 years, thanks to Hawaii’s
landmark Prepaid Health Care Act, our
families have largely been protected
from some of the most unfair insurance
company practices, but health care re-
form is still helping thousands of fami-
lies and small businesses across my
State. A mother in Kailua, Hawaii con-
tacted me to tell me that she can now
add her 21-year-old son and 24-year-old
daughter to her work-sponsored insur-
ance plan. This mom used to pay $900 a
month for just her daughter’s health
insurance and prescription drugs. Now
she pays $300 a month to cover both of
her children under her company’s plan.
This family used to spend $10,800 a year
for health care for one child; now they
spend $3,600 a year for health care for
the entire family.

I recently heard from a senior in
Waimea on Hawaii Island who referred
to her $250 Medicare doughnut hole re-
bate check as a blessing in these tough
economic times. Let’s be clear: The Pa-
tients’ Rights Repeal Act will hurt, not
help, middle class families and small
businesses in Hawaii and across our
Nation.
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I urge my colleagues to join me in
voting against H.R. 2.

Mr. Speaker, listen to Stacie Ritter's story.
Stacie is the mother of twin daughters, Han-
nah and Madeline, now 11, who were diag-
nosed with leukemia at the age of 4. Stacie
has always worried about her daughters’
health and having health insurance to cover
the stem cell transplants and other cancer
treatments. Because of health care reform,
Stacie doesn’t have to worry about the twins
being denied coverage because of a pre-exist-
ing condition. This repeal bill will allow insur-
ance companies to deny Hannah and Mad-
eline health insurance for the rest of their
lives. The 19.4 million children in our country
with pre-existing conditions would face the
same fate.

Listen to Dr. Odette Cohen, from
Willingboro, New Jersey, a small business
owner. The small business tax credits in the
health care reform law not only lower the cost
for her to provide good health insurance for
her employees, but they also give her the
flexibility to hire another nurse practitioner.
She’ll be seeing more patients and growing
her business and helping the economy.

According to Forbes Magazine, major health
insurance companies around the country are
reporting a significant increase in small busi-
nesses offering health care benefits to their
employees. Repeal would either force small
businesses to drop their employees’ coverage
or businesses would bear the full cost of insur-
ance themselves.

Speaker BOEHNER has pledged to listen to
the people. Because of Hawaii’'s landmark
Prepaid Health Care Act of 1974, which man-
dates that employers provide insurance cov-
erage for their full-time employees, Hawaii’'s
families have largely been spared from some
of the most unfair insurance practices. But
health care reform still helps thousands of
families across our state.

A mother in Kailua, Hawaii contacted me to
thank us because she could now add her 21-
year-old son and 24-year-old daughter to her
work-sponsored insurance plan. This mom
used to pay $700 a month for her daughter's
health insurance and $200 a month out-of-
pocket for her prescription drugs.

Now, this mother pays just $300 a month to
cover both of her children under her com-
pany’s health plan. This family used to spend
$10,800 a year for health care for one child.
Now, they spend $3,600 a year for health care
for the whole family. This family is using the
money saved on health insurance for other
household needs, including paying down past
medical debt.

Middle class families are saving money be-
cause of health care reform. Young adults,
many of whom are having a hard time finding
jobs, now have health insurance. Under H.R.
2, thousands of young adults will lose their in-
surance coverage, including 2,500 in Hawaii.

Here’s what else repealing health care re-
form will do to the people of Hawaii:

193,000 seniors in Hawaii who have Medi-
care coverage would be forced to pay a co-
pay to receive important preventive services,
like mammograms and colonoscopies.

Medicare would no longer pay for an annual
check-up visit, so 193,000 seniors in Hawaii
who have Medicare coverage would have to
pay extra if they want to stay healthy by get-
ting regular check-ups.

In Hawaii, 17,959 Medicare beneficiaries re-
ceived a one-time, tax-free $250 rebate to
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help pay for prescription drugs in the “donut
hole” coverage gap in 2010. | recently heard
from a senior in Waimea on the island of Ha-
waii who referred to this check as a blessing.
She was able to use that money to pay for her
other medical bills.

Medicare beneficiaries who fall into the
“donut hole” in 2011 will be eligible for 50 per-
cent discounts on covered brand name pre-
scription drugs. Closing the Medicare donut
hole is an especially critical issue for Hawaii
as we are home to the Nation’s largest per-
centage—36 percent compared to 26 per-
cent—of Medicare beneficiaries that fall into
this gap of prescription drug coverage. Without
repeal, the burden of high prescription drug
costs would hurt millions of Medicare bene-
ficiaries across the country.

An estimated 28,700 small businesses in
Hawaii would no longer be eligible for the new
federal tax credits that will help make pro-
viding health care coverage for their employ-
ees more affordable.

Let’'s be clear, the Patients’ Rights Repeal
Act will hurt, not help middle class families in
Hawaii and across our Nation. That's bad
enough. But this repeal also expands the fed-
eral deficit. The non-partisan Congressional
Budget Office reported that repealing the
health reform law would increase the federal
deficit by $230 billion over the next ten years
and more than $1.2 trillion in the following
decade.

At a time when our focus needs to be on
jobs, bills should pass the following 3-pronged
test: 1) Does it create jobs? 2) Does it
strengthen America’s middle class? and 3)
Does it reduce the deficit? On all counts, H.R.
2 is a resounding failure. | urge my colleagues
to join me in voting against H.R. 2.

Mahalo nui loa (thank you very much).

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to another
new member of the committee, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. R0OSS).

Mr. ROSS of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise in support of repealing and
replacing the recently enacted health
care law that nationalizes nearly one-
sixth of our country’s gross domestic
product.

This past November, the American
people sent a resounding message to
Congress and to this administration
that they do not want to pay higher
taxes for a one-size-fits-all health care
system that replaces doctors with bu-
reaucrats. Instead, the American peo-
ple want complete control of their
health care dollars and health care de-
cisions, and they want to be able to
take their policies with them from job
to job without being penalized by the
Federal Government.

Americans need privatized health
care that forces competition in order
to achieve affordability, choice, and in-
novation. As a small business owner, 1
understand that adding $104 billion in
taxes and compliance costs to our un-
stable job market creates a massive
burden on our taxpayers and is not the
best way to encourage economic
growth.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. KLINE. I yield the gentleman an
additional 15 seconds.

The
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Mr. ROSS of Florida. Imposing new
regulations on small businesses by
mandating employers provide health
insurance stifles economic growth and
makes it difficult for businesses to sur-
vive.

We can bring down costs and increase
affordability by allowing the free mar-
ket to create robust competition. One
commonsense reform is to allow for the
interstate sale of health insurance. By
breaking down the barriers to the sale
of health insurance, American citizens
will have the ability to choose the plan
that best fits their needs at a rate that
is affordable to them. By allowing com-
petition, we bring costs down and pro-
vide the best possible product for the
American people.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
COURTNEY).

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, in 1986
over 66 percent of America’s employers
provided retiree health insurance. In
2009, that number had collapsed to 29
percent. What the health care bill did
was use a tried and true method of set-
ting up a reinsurance program that we
use for flood insurance, terrorism in-
surance, and to insure the nuclear en-
ergy industry.

This fund, which will cost-share and
cost-spread the high claims of older 55-
plus Americans, is a program that em-
ployers have stampeded into. Over 4,700
employers have entered into this pro-
gram. Over half the Fortune 500, many
whose corporate logos are right here—
something that Coke and Pepsi and
AT&T and Comcast can come together
on—are voting with their feet because
this is a program that works.

Mr. Speaker, public employers are
also taking advantage. This map shows
yellow States who have not entered the
program. If you mnotice, no yellow
States have not entered the program.
All 50 States with Republican gov-
ernors and Democratic governors have
entered into this program, States who
are suing the Federal Government to
overturn the health care bill—they
know a program that’s going to work
to make sure that their health care
costs are going to be controlled and
spread. This means that police officers,
teachers, people working in corpora-
tions who are 55 and up can retire with
confidence, opening up opportunities
for young Americans which clearly the
prior system was not going to allow.

Mr. Speaker, this bill will blow up
this program, which employers who are
voting with their feet say will work.
That is not creating jobs. This program
creates jobs. It lowers costs for em-
ployers and provides an avenue for
young people to have a future in this
country.

We should vote ‘‘no’ on this legisla-
tion. Let’s grow America’s economy.
Let’s preserve the Early Retiree Rein-
surance Program.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to another
physician, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana, Dr. FLEMING.
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Mr. FLEMING. I thank the gen-
tleman from Minnesota.

Mr. Speaker, repealing ObamaCare is
an imperative for four reasons. First,
while it increases the numbers under
coverage, it will ultimately sharply re-
duce access to care. Like Canada and
Britain, socialized medicine will mean
carrying an insurance card that will
entitle you only to less choice, longer
waits, and rationing.

Second, while the health care system
is now hard to navigate, under
ObamaCare it will be a nightmare.
With over 150 new mandates and agen-
cies controlled by unelected, unac-
countable bureaucrats and IRS agents,
to whom will we turn when the system
fails us?

Third, as yet another entitlement
program financed through a Disney
fantasy of accounting, it will add to
the current entitlement fiasco in Wash-
ington, exploding the budget for many
generations to come.

And finally, with higher taxes and
more constrictions on businesses, em-
ployed Americans will continue to de-
cline or become an endangered species
altogether.

Let’s repeal the worst legislation in a
generation, ObamacCare.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Can I just say to the gentleman from
Minnesota, I think I'm starting to un-
derstand the physician shortage in the
country; most of them are in the Con-
gress, apparently.

Mr. KLINE. And we’re so happy to
have them.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. TONKO).
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Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I am com-
mitted to working with my colleagues
to create jobs. But here we are, debat-
ing repeal of health care reform in-
stead of focusing on job creation. In
fact, health care reform was a good
start. Since enactment in March of
2010, private-sector job growth has
grown by some 1.1 million jobs. Among
those, over 200,000 jobs were created in
the health care sector alone. That is
why my top priority remains job cre-
ation and growing our economy—not
obsessing on repealing a bill that is

working.
If my friends on the other side of the
aisle are successful, then seniors,

young people, and small businesses in
the capital region of New York would
be hurt. Take my constituent Tim
from Albany, New York, for example.
Tim is forced to dig into his pocket to
pay for prescription drugs even though
he is a retired pharmacist on Medicare.
However, health care reform provides
Tim extra assistance in paying for his
prescriptions and ensures that the so-
called doughnut hole payment will be
no more in the very near future.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am really
pleased, following the comments of the
gentleman from California, to yield 1
minute to another physician, a new
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member of the committee, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee, Dr.
DESJARLAIS.

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 2. As a prac-
ticing physician for nearly two decades
in Tennessee, I stand before you as an
expert witness to failures of a govern-
ment-run health care model.
ObamaCare takes the problems I've
seen in my home State and expands
them to a national level.

This bill raises taxes, increases
spending, and will add $701 billion to
the Federal deficit. Most importantly,
ObamaCare will ultimately end up re-
stricting patients’ access to quality
health care by placing Washington bu-
reaucrats between patients and their
doctors.

Moving forward, we do offer solu-
tions. We must work towards reducing
waste, fraud, and abuse in Medicare, in-
stituting meaningful tort reform—thus
reducing the practice of defensive med-
icine. We can accomplish these goals
without the creation of a giant, new
Federal bureaucracy.

By voting to repeal this unnecessary
health care bill we will effectively put
a stop to the creation of a massive en-
titlement program that we did not
want, we do not need, and we cannot
afford.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. BASS).

Ms. BASS of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in opposition to H.R. 2.

In survey after survey, the number
one issue facing our country is jobs.
Last year, my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle said the number one
issue we should be working on is jobs.
Well, the health care reform act is a
jobs bill.

In the seventies and eighties I
worked in several hospitals in the Los
Angeles area. During those years, there
was such a severe shortage of health
care providers that hospitals recruited
nurses from Canada and the Phil-
ippines. Right now, there is an esti-
mated shortage of 400,000 nurses na-
tionally. Right now, there is an esti-
mated shortage of 50,000 doctors. Right
now, there are waiting lists of several
years to get a slot in nursing schools
and other allied health professions.

So if there is a shortage of medical
personnel right now and health care re-
form expands coverage to 30 million
people, then can someone explain to
me how health care reform is not a jobs
bill?

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE).

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 2, repealing the
government takeover of health care
passed by the 111th Congress.

Now, I know my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle and many of
their supporters in the mainstream
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press don’t like us to use that term,
but let me defend it for a moment.
When you order every American to buy
health insurance—whether they want
it or need it or not—that’s a govern-
ment takeover of health care. When
you order almost every business to pro-
vide government-approved health in-
surance or pay higher taxes and send
their employees to government-run
health exchange programs, that’s a
government takeover of health care.
When you pass legislation that makes
it all run with hundreds of billions of
dollars in higher taxes, mandates, bu-
reaucracies, and even public funding of
abortion against the wills of the over-
whelming majority of the American
people, that’s a government takeover
of health care—and the American peo-
ple know it.

Last year, House Republicans pledged
that if the American people gave us a
second chance to lead this Congress, we
would repeal and replace their health
care reform with health care reform
that focuses on lowering the cost of
health care insurance without growing
the size of government. And we’re
keeping that promise today.

Now, some in the cynical political
class are saying this is a gimmick, it’s
an empty gesture. Well, we have an-
other term for it on our side of the
aisle—it’s a promise kept. And House
Republicans are here to stand with the
American people and say with one
voice, We can do better. We can do bet-
ter than their government takeover of
health care. We can pass legislation
that will be market-based, patient-cen-
tered. But it all begins with today.

So I urge my colleagues to join us in
repealing this government takeover of
health care before it ever takes effect
and then work with us as we build
health care reform that is worthy of
the American people.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 30 seconds to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. ANDREWS).

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I want-
ed to explore one of the aspects of this
repeal promise that’s being kept.

Thus far, there are hundreds of thou-
sands of seniors who have gotten $250
rebate checks to help them pay for pre-
scription drugs. I would ask anyone on
the other side, what does the legisla-
tion say about whether or not the sen-
iors will have to repay those checks to
the government?

I would yield to anyone who can an-
swer.

Mr. KLINE. I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 1%2 minutes to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE).

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to the Patients’
Rights Repeal Act.

Proponents of this bill contend that
the current health care law will de-
stroy jobs, but CBO estimates of $230
billion support the fact that it is the
repeal being debated today, not the
health care law, that would harm jobs
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and drain funds from potential job-
building appropriations.

Essentially what is being repealed
are the protections afforded to tax-
payers through the recently enacted
health care legislation, the relief given
to American taxpayers who were for so
long paying the bills for uncompen-
sated health care costs—which we
never hear mentioned over there—and
the progress our country made last
year to come out of the dark ages as
one of the only three developed coun-
tries in the world that do not provide
universal health care.

Forty-eight hundred seniors in my
district and over 1 million seniors in
the country were relieved last year by
the doughnut hole rebate. But repeal
would reintroduce that stress. Nearly
44 percent of non-elderly constituents
in New Jersey and 134 million Ameri-
cans nationwide have preexisting con-
ditions.

Repeal would reintroduce the hope-
lessness these Americans felt in the
past as health coverage denied and
stole their ability to access quality
health care. Repeal would remove near-
ly 1.2 million young adults from their
parents’ health care plan—including
my grandson who’s 23 and is on his
mother’s plan—and remove their abil-
ity to take preventative measures now
to avoid becoming a burden to the sys-
tem.

I urge defeat of this bill.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, before I
yield to the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania, I’'ll take about 10 seconds to re-
spond to my friend, the gentleman
from New Jersey, about the $250. It’s
not contemplated in the legislation,
nor is it our understanding of the scor-
ing that there is any intention of that
$250 being brought back from those
seniors.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON).

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, as a health care profes-
sional for almost 30 years, I actually
sat down and read all 2,000 pages of the
health care bill. And as I read through
the measure, I became increasingly
alarmed at the level of control over an
individual’s health that would be vest-
ed in the Federal Government.

I've spent my life working with those
facing life-altering disabilities and dis-
eases. And I’ve been quick to point out
that while we have the best health sys-
tem in the world, there must be im-
provements. That is why I am sup-
porting the repeal of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act—and I
believe there are plenty of reasons for
my colleagues to join me.

The law mandates purchase of a gov-
ernment-defined insurance plan, a
mandate that the President opposed on
several occasions when running for of-
fice. As a result of failing to live up to
this promise, the Justice Department
is now attempting to defend the man-
date on the grounds that it is a tax.

According to the nonpartisan Medi-
care Actuary, because of the law, na-
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tional spending will increase by more
than $310 billion over the first 10 years.
The law will not lower health care
costs, despite numerous claims that
we’ve heard.

According to a Congressional Budget
Office analysis, health insurance pre-
miums could rise by an average of
$2,100 per family. This increase comes
despite promises of lower premiums.
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Mr. Speaker, if this law remains in
place, up to 35 million people could lose
health care access. According to the
former CBO Budget Director, the
health care law, quote, ‘‘provides
strong incentives for employers, with
the agreement of their employees, to
drop employer-sponsored health insur-
ance for as many as 35 million Ameri-
cans.”

The National Taxpayer Advocate
issued a report that suggests 40 million
businesses will be impacted by the new
IRS 1099 filing requirements. This will
require vendors and small businesses to
do paperwork on any transaction over
$600. In addition, the Taxpayer Advo-
cate does not believe that this will re-
sult in improved tax compliance. This
provision is so unrealistic that even
the President’s Small Business Admin-
istrator has called for its repeal.

Mr. Speaker, we must repeal and re-
place this law and continue together as
the entire Congress, not just two par-
ties, and move forward with common-
sense ideas that will include better ac-
cess, affordability, quality, and pro-
mote patient choice. I encourage my
colleagues to join me and vote for re-
peal.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN).

Mr. COHEN. I am going to cite two
Republicans who give good reasons to
oppose this legislation and keep health
care reform. One of the new Repub-
licans, when he didn’t think he was
going to get his insurance imme-
diately, said, “What am I, not supposed
to have health care? It’s a practicality.
I'm not going to become a burden for
the State because I don’t have health
care, and God forbid I get into an acci-
dent and I can’t afford the operation.
That can happen to anyone.”” He suc-
cinctly summed up the reason why ev-
eryone should have the same opportu-
nities as Members of Congress have to
have health care.

But more importantly, in a more in-
tentional way, one of the most revered
doctors in the world, former Repub-
lican majority leader, Senator Bill
Frist, said yesterday that he urged the
Republicans to drop the charade and
build on the legislation. He said if he
would have been here, he would have
voted for the bill. And it was important
to consider the bill the ‘‘law of the
land” and move on from there. ‘It is
the platform, the fundamental plat-
form, upon which all future efforts to
make the system better for the patient
and the family will be based.”” And that
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is a fact. It has strong elements. I sup-
port Dr. Frist.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to a member of the committee,
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PLATTS).

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman yielding.

I rise today in support of House Bill
2. This simple two-page bill seeks to re-
peal the new unconstitutional health
care law that will create a massive new
entitlement program, cost taxpayers
more than $2 trillion per decade, in-
crease taxes, and impose job-destroying
mandates on businesses, cut Medicare
by hundreds of billions of dollars, and
further increase health care premiums
for individuals by more than 10 per-
cent.

The goal is not only to repeal the
new health care law, but also to re-
place it with real reforms, debated
openly through the ordinary legislative
process, that are truly about reducing
health care costs—reforms such as al-
lowing small businesses and individuals
to join together in national group
plans to cut premium costs; allowing
individuals to purchase health insur-
ance across State lines, thereby in-
creasing competition for their busi-
nesses; and enacting medical mal-
practice liability reform legislation.

I will continue to push for common-
sense reforms that are focused on truly
reducing health care costs for all
Americans. I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 2.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. PETERS).

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, with un-
employment in Michigan at over 12
percent, I am not going to support a
bill that raises taxes on small busi-
nesses. Let us be clear. Voting for the
Patients’ Rights Repeal Act will elimi-
nate the Small Business Health Care
Tax Credit. Small businesses have
faced outrageous increases in their
health care costs over the past decade.
This tax credit helps reduce that bur-
den and is already making a real dif-
ference.

The L.A. Times reported that small
businesses are signing up for health
care coverage for their employees, de-
spite the bad economy, since the tax
credit took effect. Among firms with
three to nine employees, there has been
a 46 percent increase in the number of-
fering health benefits. But this bill
would put a stop to that.

The Detroit News reported that last
week more than 126,000 small busi-
nesses in Michigan would lose the tax
credit under this bill. The last thing
that small businesses in Michigan and
across the country need right now is
higher taxes. But that’s exactly what
this bill would deliver.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no”” and join me in standing up
for our small businesses.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to a new member of the com-
mittee, the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. BARLETTA).
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Mr. BARLETTA. I thank the chair-
man for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of repealing the health care law. I be-
lieve everyone should have access to
affordable, quality health care. How-
ever, the law passed last year does the
contrary. It makes health care less af-
fordable; it diminishes the quality of
care; it forces seniors out of their
Medicare drug coverage, and it pre-
vents small businesses from getting
Americans back to work.

In my district, we have the highest
number of seniors in Pennsylvania, and
the $206 billion in cuts in Medicare Ad-
vantage will cause 7.5 million seniors
to lose their retiree drug coverage by
2016. Small businesses face a $2,000 fine
per employee if their plans do not meet
a bureaucrat-approved standard.

At a time when the unemployment
level in my district is over 9 percent,
Congress must not discourage job cre-
ation by placing mandates and levying
penalties on those who will get us back
on track towards a more prosperous
Nation.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
on H.R. 2.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 1%2 minutes to the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. WU).

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, while America
desperately wants more and better
jobs, Washington Republicans want to
waste time today debating a health
care repeal charade. But let’s look at
what health care reform repeal would
actually do.

In my congressional district alone,
repealing this law would allow insur-
ance companies to deny coverage for up
to 360,000 individuals with preexisting
conditions, including up to 45,000 chil-
dren. Let’s mend this act, don’t end it.

A repeal would eliminate health care
tax credits for up to 19,000 small busi-
nesses and 164,000 families. Mend it,
don’t end it.

A repeal would eliminate new health
care coverage options for 3,100 unin-
sured young adults. It is time to mend
it and not to end it.

In 50 years, Mr. Speaker, health care
reform will stand beside Social Secu-
rity, the GI bill, and Medicare as a pil-
lar of American health care and hu-
mane values. The people of that time
will not understand why it was hard to
pass in the first place or why we are
spending time today rehashing old
business. It’s time to fix health care re-
form’s remaining deficits and to mend
it, not to end it.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, may I inquire of the time
remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California has 8% min-
utes; the gentleman from Minnesota
has 15 minutes.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to another new member of the
committee, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. KELLY).

Mr. KELLY. I thank the gentleman
for yielding time.
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Mr. Speaker, last week Federal Re-
serve Chairman Ben Bernanke said
that the economy cannot begin to re-
cover until small businesses prosper.
Well, the overreaching and burdensome
requirements of ObamaCare will hurt
small businesses. And their benefits are
not even certain. Small companies,
which account for over half of the pri-
vate sector economy, are more likely
to struggle than survive under this law.

If T had followed the plan prescribed
for my dealership after the government
takeover of General Motors, I would
have lost the business that my father
started 57 years ago. We need to ad-
dress the years of hard work and the
spirit of entrepreneurship that will be
destroyed under this law.

Small employers have limited auton-
omy under ObamaCare. The Federal
Government is dictating what benefits
they must offer and then punishing
them for expanding their operations or
paying their people more.

The choices for small business under
ObamaCare are: provide government-
mandated health care and face ruinous
costs, or drop the coverage and pay
fines just to keep those folks em-
ployed.

If we burden small businesses with
the requirements set forth in this law,
we hamper the recovery of the U.S.
economy and damage the spirit of free
enterprise that has made America
great for over two centuries.
ObamaCare should be replaced with a
smaller, more commonsense program.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, in an effort
to balance the time here—we have an
embarrassment of riches in numbers of
speakers; that’s what happened in No-
vember—I yield 1 minute to a member
of the committee, the gentlelady from
Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT).
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Mrs. BIGGERT. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to voice my
support for H.R. 2, repealing last year’s
misguided health care law.

Whether it’s dropped coverage, high-
er costs or lost jobs, the unintended
consequences of the administration’s
plan have piled up. I don’t think the
law is salvageable. We must craft a bi-
partisan replacement that actually
lowers costs and expands access to care
without raising taxes and slashing
Medicare.

Americans want consensus-minded
reforms to expand coverage for pre-
existing conditions and prevent insur-
ers from imposing unfair caps or can-
celing policies. They want reforms that
provide more choice over how to spend
their health care dollars, like pur-
chasing health insurance across State
lines and expanded health savings ac-
counts. And they want commonsense
legislation to curb junk lawsuits and to
stop the costly practice of defensive
medicine.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
fulfilling the wishes of voters and re-
pealing ObamaCare. Then we can work
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together on reforms that deliver the
high-quality, low-cost care the Amer-
ican people deserve.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the chair-
man of the Financial Services Com-
mittee, the gentleman from Alabama
(Mr. BACHUS).

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, the first
rule of the physician is ‘“do no harm.”
The government takeover of health
care does a lot of harm, and the dam-
age will get worse.

Just on pure economics, it’s a bitter
pill. Small businesses are bracing for
tax increases and higher costs. They
are dropping coverage; they are holding
off on new hires. The Federal Govern-
ment is taking on a new open-ended en-
titlement it can’t afford, and that at a
time of historically high deficits, an-
nual deficits and a national debt.
Washington yet again is building a new
bureaucracy to tell people what to do.

The Federal Government has no busi-
ness making private medical decisions
that ought to be between you and the
doctor. It violates the principles on
which this country was established,
American exceptionalism. America is
not Europe. Our system is based on the
individual, on choice, on freedom, on
individual initiative and competition.

The mandate that asks individuals to
buy health insurance is an intrusion on
our personal liberty and a violation of
our constitutional principles.

Allowing taxpayer money to pay for abor-
tions is reprehensible and cannot be allowed
to stand.

We can address the issues in our health
care system without the government running
everything and spending uncontrollably. We
heard what the American people said last No-
vember and in our town halls. To get health
care right, we have to start by repealing a mis-
guided law that is bad policy and bad medi-
cine.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCNERNEY).

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the health care law
and in opposition to its repeal. The
health care reform, which was signed
into law last year, is clearly not per-
fect and could be improved. However,
the law as enacted will have significant
benefits to millions of American citi-
zens, to businesses, to local govern-
ments, and to the country as a whole.

The benefits to individuals in need of
health care with preexisting condi-
tions, the seniors, the young adults
under 26 years of age, and many other
groups are well known and will be
missed if the law is repealed.

But most significantly, the law will
drive down the cost of health care by
encouraging and incentivizing quality
care and good outcomes in health care
treatments instead of encouraging po-
tentially unnecessary procedures. It re-
wards quality rather than quantity of
health care. This will ultimately re-
duce the cost, both public and private,
of health care in this country.

Because of these reasons, I strongly
oppose repeal of health care reform.
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Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROYCE).

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, the claim
that this new health care law will
somehow cut our budget deficit is proof
that logic does not always prevail here
in Washington, DC.

This is a $2 trillion additional enti-
tlement; and just like past entitlement
programs, this one will be far more
costly than projected.

As a result, our budget deficit is
going to increase unless we repeal this.
It’s going to increase our dependence
on China and Japan to finance our
debt.

The credit-rating agencies say we are
on the verge of losing our AAA credit
rating and this debt contagion, you all
see it, is continuing to spread across
Europe. Let us take this important
step. Repeal this $2 trillion fiscal train
wreck and begin work on market-based
solutions that will actually lower
health care costs.

This will give us some hope in the fu-
ture of bringing that budget into bal-
ance and not hitting that fiscal train
wreck.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to a new
Member of this body, the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. DUFFY).

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, Americans
have wanted health care reform for
some time now, but they don’t want
what passed last spring.

This is a 2,000-page bill that gives us
more mandates and more regulation. It
doesn’t accomplish the goal of reducing
cost and increasing access; and it puts
our health care decisions in the hands
of bureaucrats, not in the hands of pa-
tients and family members where it be-
longs.

There is a better way. With today’s
repeal, this is the first step. Tomorrow
we begin the process of replacement
with commonsense market-based solu-
tions that are going to bring costs
down, solutions 1like competition
across State lines, portability, price
transparency, tax parity, and allowing
folks who have preexisting conditions
to obtain coverage.

I look forward, starting tomorrow, to
working with not only my friends here
on the right but also my colleagues
here on the left to craft a bill that’s
going to work for the American people.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. LARSEN).

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to speak in oppo-
sition to this patients’ rights repeal
and deficit explosion act.

The bill before us today, according to
the nonpartisan CBO, is going to add
$230 billion to our national debt. We
should not stand for that. The bill be-
fore us today is going to repeal efforts
that we put in place to be sure that
young adults can get on to their par-
ents’ insurance plans. If we repeal this,
it is going to knock 20,000 young adults
in Washington State alone off their
parents’ plans.
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If we repeal this bill today, it’s going
to take away help for 45,000 seniors in
Washington State who are relying on
the efforts that we have done over the
last couple of years to be sure that we
are closing the Medicare doughnut
hole. Repeal of the health care reform
law is going to put those folks back
into the doughnut hole.

Finally, we ought to oppose repeal of
this bill because of the simple fact that
there is a young woman in my district
who has severe mental health illness
and her family was able to take her
onto their health care plan because of
the provisions we have put in there
about preexisting conditions. That
family is now saving $10,000 a year out
of pocket.

I am asking folks to oppose the re-
peal of this bill.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, could I in-
quire again as to the time remaining
on each side, please.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LucAs). The gentleman from Minnesota
has 10 minutes remaining, and the gen-
tleman from California has 6% minutes
remaining.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, then at this
time I am pleased to yield 1 minute to
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
LONG).

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 2. In this country, we have
the finest doctors, the finest nurses,
the finest protocols, the finest facili-
ties in the world. That’s not a govern-
ment-run system.

I swore to uphold the Constitution 2
weeks ago today in this, the people’s
House.

The people have spoken, and they
don’t want Washington bureaucrats
coming between them and their doc-
tors. They would like to make their
own decisions.

You can’t make a silk purse out of a
sow’s ear, but that’s exactly what the
majority tried to do last year by using
10 years of taxes to pay for a 6-year
program, increasing spending by $2.6
trillion. Now, that’s not what I would
call affordable when it’s one-sixth of
this Nation’s economy.

When I think of the 2,000-page bill, I
think of a big block of cheese out
there, pretty tempting looking. Well,
the Americans I hear from, they don’t
want that cheese. They want out of the
trap of government-run health care.

0 1210

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. MORAN).

Mr. MORAN. I appreciate the leader-
ship of the gentleman from California.

So we have several dozen new Repub-
lican Members of this House, and as a
result, the first thing we are going to
do is to attempt to repeal health care.

Let me review what has happened.
These new Members came into office,
and they were all given the oppor-
tunity to sign up for health insurance
coverage for their own families; and
unless they had better coverage, most
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of them took that opportunity. But
now in the very first legislative act of
this new Congress, they are going to
deny that opportunity for coverage for
their own constituents.

So their children are covered—their
spouses are covered—but what about
the children of their constituents?
What about their loved ones? What
about their businesses? They have full
employment now. But what about their
constituents whose employers will not
be able to provide coverage for their
own constituents when they repeal this
law? This law was modeled after the
plan that Members of Congress have
now and that our new colleagues were
only too happy to sign up for.

I think this is the height of hypoc-
risy. Do unto others as you would do
unto yourselves. Treat your constitu-
ents as you have treated yourselves.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DOLD).

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
in support of H.R. 2. And what we’ve
heard today on both sides of the aisle is
how this is going to affect small busi-
ness. Well, I run a small business.
That’s where I came from. And let me
tell you that this is going to have a
devastating impact on small business.

What this law did is it addressed ac-
cess to insurance. It does not address
cost or quality. These are the things
that we need to address. My health in-
surance rates for the people that I
work with each and every day last year
went up 44 percent—44 percent.

There is no question that we need re-
form. We need a healthy debate. We
need openness in this body to actually
discuss what needs to be going forward
in health care. What we had last year
was anything but. There was no bipar-
tisanship in what happened last year.
The only bipartisanship in last year’s
bill was the opposition to it.

I welcome the opportunity to reach
across the aisle to Members on the
other side, to work with them to craft
a bill, one that will talk about mal-
practice reform, one where the govern-
ment will not come in between a deci-
sion that you make with your physi-
cian.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. KLINE. I yield the gentleman an
additional 15 seconds.

Mr. DOLD. We have an opportunity
here, an opportunity for real reform.
We want that. We need that. The
American people have demanded it.
From American businesses and people
all across the United States, they de-
mand it.

And from the other side who said we
came in and had health care reform, I
did not take the congressional plan. We
know we can do better, and I ask my
colleagues on the other side to support
H.R. 2.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, we have two remaining
speakers.

The
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Mr. KLINE. We’re in that time of
trying to balance here.

At this time, I will yield 1 minute to
the gentlelady from Florida (Mrs.
ADAMS).

Mrs. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of repealing the gov-
ernment takeover of health care and
replacing it with commonsense reforms
that will reduce the costs and increase
the access to quality, affordable health
care for especially my constituents in
Florida.

The American people have soundly—
soundly—rejected the Democrats’
flawed government takeover of health
care, and it is time to show them that
their voices have been heard.

The existing health care law moves
this country in the wrong direction by
raising taxes, cutting Medicare, re-
stricting private-sector job creation,
and putting power into the hands of
Washington bureaucrats rather than
into the hands of individuals them-
selves. Individuals want to make their
own health care decisions. They don’t
want government making them for
them.

Repealing the current health care
law is the first step towards keeping
our pledge to the American people that
we are serious about cutting spending,
creating jobs, and limiting—limiting—
the government’s role in our everyday
lives.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr.
SOUTHERLAND).

(Mr. SOUTHERLAND asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SOUTHERLAND. I thank the
gentleman from Minnesota for yielding
me this time.

I rise in support of this legislation.
As a third-generation small business
owner following the footsteps of my fa-
ther and my grandfather, I understand
how crushing the tax burden is going
to be upon small business.

The NFIB estimates that 1.6 million
jobs will be lost by 2014 due to this in-
surance mandate; 66 percent of those
job losses will occur in small business.
James Edens, the owner of Edens Heat-
ing and Air in Tallahassee, stated to
me that he will not hire, he cannot hire
additional staff, due to the uncer-
tainty.

Repealing this legislation will pro-
vide much-needed certainty to small
businesses around this country, allow-
ing them to hire and invest in their
employees.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. RUNYAN).

Mr. RUNYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 2 to repeal the 2010
health care legislation. The law that
we seek to repeal today is not the best
way to provide cost-effective, quality
health care for all Americans.

I support enacting incremental re-
forms such as enabling individuals to
purchase coverage across State lines,
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allowing small businesses to pool to-
gether to purchase more affordable
coverage, and prohibiting insurance
companies from denying coverage to
those with preexisting conditions.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
2. Let’s work together on reforms that
truly reduce costs and provide quality
health care.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
May I inquire of the Chair how much
time is remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Minnesota has 5 minutes
remaining; the gentleman from Cali-
fornia has 5% minutes remaining.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. ANDREWS).

(Mr. ANDREWS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ANDREWS. So in the hours that
we’ve spent thus far during this debate,
we could have been debating ways to
help small businesses and entre-
preneurs create jobs for the American
people, but we did not. Instead, we
have gotten the slogan, ‘‘job-Kkilling
health care bill.”” The slogan is very
much at odds with the facts.

The fact is that since the health care
bill was signed by the President, the
private sector has generated 1.1 million
new jobs. The fact is that the chief
economist for Barclays says he believes
that the economy is on track to add
many, many jobs this year, probably
200,000 or so per month is his projec-
tion.

We’ve heard about protecting the
children and grandchildren of the coun-
try against mounting debt. For years,
there has been an understanding here
that the referee in budget disputes has
been the Congressional Budget Office,
through Republican and Democratic
majorities. Republican, Democratic,
and Independents, they are the referee
who decides what the rules are. So the
Congressional Budget Office was asked
by Speaker BOEHNER to score this re-
peal, and they came back and said,
Well, Mr. Speaker, this is going to add
over $1 trillion to the national debt
over the next 20 years. The majority
didn’t like what they said, so they just
chose to ignore it and make up the
rules as they go along.

But what they haven’t done as
they’ve gone along is still answer the
fundamental question we started with
this morning. When a mother of two 4-
year-old twins goes to buy health in-
surance and the health insurer says,
“I’m sorry, we won’t insure your fam-
ily because your 4-year-olds have leu-
kemia,” should that be legal or not?
That’s the question.

The law the President signed in
March says it should be illegal. This re-
peal says, let’s go back to the good old
days where the insurance companies
made that decision.

We are not going back. We should go
forward as a country to create jobs for
our people and end the charade we’ve
seen on the House floor here this morn-
ing.
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Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I had two
more speakers en route. They are not
here. So I plan to close, and I will re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I thank the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself the bal-
ance of my time.

I want to thank all of our colleagues
who participated in this debate today.
I think it has shown some fundamental
disagreements and some fundamental
differences.

First of all, there is the strong sug-
gestion here from an NFIB study that
was done before this law was ever writ-
ten, that has nothing to do with this
law, saying you might lose jobs. But
what do we see since the law has
passed? We see that for employers of
under 10 employees, health care cov-
erage has risen by 10 percent because
we’ve made it less expensive for small
businesses to offer that health insur-
ance.
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That is not a self-interested study.
What you see from United Health Care,
the largest health insurer in the coun-
try, 75,000 new customers to their
health plans from employees of small
businesses because the small businesses
find it affordable to extend health in-
surance as a benefit of working for that
small business.

Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Kansas City
says the number of small businesses
buying insurance since April, the first
month after the legislation was signed,
has jumped 58 percent.

Small business employers are for the
first time able to extend affordable in-
surance to their employees, and that is
why the job creation that Mr. ANDREWS
referred to of a million jobs since the
passage of this bill has continued and
expected to continue. That is why it is
different than the history prior to the
Obama administration where over 8
years almost 800,000 jobs were lost dur-
ing those years of the Bush administra-
tion.

But there is something more impor-
tant in this legislation, and that is
whether or not families will have the
control of their health insurance des-
tiny, whether they will have the free-
dom to make these choices. Many on
the other side of the aisle said this is a
bureaucratic system. Has anybody, any
family in America, any single mother,
any spouse, any child, any grand-
parent, met a more bureaucratic sys-
tem than the American health insur-
ance system? There is no more bureau-
cratic system.

When you send in your premium,
they tell you you sent it to the wrong
place. When you send in your bill, you
sent it to the wrong person. When you
send it to the right person, they say
that person has left their job. When
you say, I went to the doctor, they say
you should’ve called us first. When you
say, I had emergency surgery, they
say, you should’ve called us first; we're
not covering it.
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You want to talk about bureaucracy,
ladies and gentlemen, and that is why
this legislation is growing in popu-
larity, because small businesses see,
senior citizens see, parents with chil-
dren under 26, they see a chance to lib-
erate themselves from the most arbi-
trary, the most capricious system in
our entire free economy, and that is
the insurance companies. Everybody
has been run around the block by their
insurance company. It is something
that they all share.

It is almost the same problems they
share with their cable company, not
quite. That is not as dramatic as here
because this is life and death. This is
the security of your family. This is
whether or not you can change jobs.
This is whether or not your children
will be protected. This is whether or
not your parents will be able to afford
their prescription drugs, because that
is what this legislation enables and
gives the freedom to American families
to have.

Repeal, we go back into the clutches,
the clutches of these bureaucrats
spread across the world. In the insur-
ance company, you call for help and
you reach somebody in another coun-
try, in another time zone with no un-
derstanding of the emergency that
your family, your child, your parent,
your grandparent faces. Nobody wants
to go back there, ladies and gentlemen.
Nobody. They have been there for 50
years, and health care costs have gone
up faster than any other segment in
our economy. Faster than anything
you can imagine. Faster than a speed-
ing rocket, faster than a speeding air-
plane. Faster than Superman, health
care costs have gone up because of in-
surance bureaucracies.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, in closing, I
actually don’t know anybody who is
supporting the red tape of the insur-
ance company. What I find interesting
is that we think it is a better solution
to add thousands of pages of new gov-
ernment regulations and thousands of
new government bureaucrats on top of
that system and think somehow it is
going to be better.

Let me address a couple of things
that have come up in this debate and
some things that we discussed in the
past. One of them is the cost of this
bill. Other committees have talked
about it and will again.

There have been claims today that
repeal will cost the taxpayers variously
$230 billion or a trillion dollars based
on what the CBO has said. We find that
incredible that repealing this job-kill-
ing legislation is actually going to cost
us money. So the question comes why
are these things different.

It turns out there is a wonderful
piece in The Wall Street Journal today
that addresses that specifically. I will
just quote it. It says: How then does
the Affordable Care Act magically con-
vert a trillion dollars in new spending
into painless deficit reduction? It is all
about budget gimmicks, deceptive ac-
counting and implausible assumptions

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

used to create the false impression of
fiscal discipline.

We heard some words today address-
ing that fact. Some of our physicians
pointed out that in order to get the
numbers to add up, you have to assume
that we are going to continue to punish
physicians who are providing Medicare
services. And there is nobody in this
body who believes we are actually
going to do that. Nor did they believe
that we were going to do it when that
sort of gimmicky accounting was used
to justify the cost in the first place.

We have heard discussions about how
this is a very good deal for businesses
large and small; and yet if you look at
associations, organizations that rep-
resent businesses across America, they
are saying today, not just 6 months ago
or a year ago, but saying today that
they support repeal of this job-Kkilling
legislation. And a short list, just some
of them are the National Federation of
Independent Businesses, the National
Retail Federation, the National Res-
taurant Association, the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, the International Fran-
chise Association, the America Bank-
ers Association, American Hotel and
Lodging Association, the National
Stove and Gravel Association, and on
and on. Businesses do not like this gov-
ernment takeover of health care, and
they support repeal. This is not a good
deal for businesses.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle chose to focus their remarks
on a handful of provisions included in
the law that are more attractive than
tax hikes, penalties imposed on em-
ployers, and higher health care costs.
And no one is disputing that such pro-
visions exist, but it is wrong to suggest
that the only way to reform health
care is to bankrupt our Nation with
this albatross.

I believe we can improve health care
without orchestrating a government
takeover. That is why I look forward to
casting my vote to repeal this law so
we can move forward to carry out the
wishes of our constituents. Repeal is
the first step toward the right kind of
reform.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I ask unanimous con-
sent that any minute or two that I
have left be granted to the chairman of
the Energy and Commerce Committee
during that portion of the debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Michi-
gan will control the time.

There was no objection.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind all persons in the
gallery that they are here as guests of
the House and that any manifestation
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings is in violation of the rules of
the House.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, if I may
just ask how much extra time I might
have been given by the gentleman from
Minnesota.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 1%2 additional minutes.
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Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 2 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, today we take a step to-
ward compassionate, innovative, and
job-creating health care. It is ironic we
must end something to realize a new
beginning, but that is exactly what
ObamaCare has compelled us to do; and
that is precisely what we will do today.

It’s time to be honest with the Amer-
ican people. Remember the Hippocratic
oath? First, do no harm.

ObamaCare produces the opposite of
growth, compassion, and innovation in
health care. It destroys jobs, busts
budgets, creates an unsustainable set
of mandates on individuals, employers,
and States. It will stifle innovation and
the development of life-saving medi-
cines. It will make health care more
expensive, not more affordable.

Mr. Speaker, that is not compas-
sionate. That won’t produce innova-
tion, and that’s why repeal is the first
step toward a better beginning. What is
compassionate about forcing employers
to provide insurance that they cannot
afford to employees who will lose their
jobs due to ObamaCare? What is com-
passionate about creating a rigid new
entitlement that States are com-
manded to fund with money that they
simply do not have? What is compas-
sionate about cutting over $200 billion
from the Medicare Advantage program,
leaving seniors with fewer services,
higher co-pays, and more out-of-pocket
expenses? What is compassionate about
shackling more Americans with great-
er government dependence?

ObamaCare was created—erected—on
a foundation of false promises: if you
like your health insurance, you can
keep it; health care premiums will go
down; employers will not drop cov-
erage; seniors won’t see any changes in
their Medicare benefits.

Today we know that those were only
slogans—sound bites in a cynical sales
pitch—and certainly not promises
kept. Yes, today repeal will pass in the
House. We will then embark on reform
that I believe can be supported by both
Republicans and Democrats.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. UPTON. I yield myself an addi-
tional 1 minute.

Ensuring those with preexisting con-
ditions have access to affordable cov-
erage, we’ll do that. Allowing families
to include their children up to 26, we’ll
do that. Medical liability reform to re-
duce the unneeded cost of defensive
medicine, we’ll do that. Provide incen-
tives for employers rather than pen-
alties and mandates that will cost jobs
and depress wages, we will provide
those incentives. Yes, we will.
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Those are just some of the principles
that I believe we can agree on with
both sides of the aisle.

So first is repeal; then replace. I'm
ready for the challenge to put real
health reform back together that is bi-
partisan rather than partisan and

The
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achieves the goal of lower health care
costs for every American family.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 3 minutes.

I strongly oppose this effort to repeal
the health care bill. Millions of Ameri-
cans are already benefiting from this
legislation: insurers have stopped dis-
criminating against sick children; sen-
iors are saving money on prescription
drugs; and small businesses are receiv-
ing billions of dollars in tax credits to
provide health care coverage. Repeal
will roll back these benefits.

The repeal bill reminds me of the
story of Robin Hood, but in reverse.
Repeal will take essential health bene-
fits from millions of struggling Amer-
ican families and give new powers and
profits to the insurance companies. If
we repeal health reform, there will be
no prohibition on discrimination
against over 100 million Americans
with preexisting conditions; no prohibi-
tion on insurance companies canceling
your coverage when you get sick; no
prohibition on lifetime caps and annual
limits; no required coverage for young
adults on their parents’ policies; no as-
sistance to seniors struggling to afford
the cost of drugs in the doughnut hole;
no free annual checkups and preventive
care in Medicare; no tax credits for
families and small businesses to pay
for health insurance.

These changes will affect every con-
gressional district in the country. My
staff has been analyzing what the im-
pacts of repeal will be in each district.
These are now available on our Web
site. They tell a compelling story.

We have a new Member on our com-
mittee from West Virginia. In his dis-
trict, repeal will mean increasing pre-
scription drug costs for 12,000 seniors
and taking new preventive care bene-
fits from over 100,000 Medicare bene-
ficiaries.

We have another new Member on our
committee from New Hampshire. In his
district, repeal will mean eliminating
tax credits for nearly 17,000 small busi-
nesses. In my own district, repeal
would mean over 50,000 constituents
would lose protections against rescis-
sions. And these aren’t just statistics.
Behind every number is a real person
with real problems, like diabetes or
breast cancer or a child with special
needs.

Repeal is a boon for the insurance
companies but an enormous setback for
American families. If we pass this bill,
the insurance companies can raise
their rates, discriminate against mil-
lions of Americans with preexisting
conditions, and cut off coverage when
someone becomes sick.

There are many reasons to oppose re-
peal. The health reform bill is creating
thousands of new jobs. It will cut the
deficit by curbing the growth of health
care costs, saving taxpayers over a tril-
lion dollars.

This is why I urge Members to vote
no”’ on this legislation. If there’s a
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change the Republicans want to make,
let them propose it. But don’t throw it
all out the window and say they’re
going to do all these things we’ve al-
ready done.

I urge Members to oppose this legis-
lation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the chairman emeritus of
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
JOE BARTON, whose State could lose
perhaps 64 hospitals that would close
with the continuing of ObamaCare.

(Mr. BARTON of Texas asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTON of Texas. I thank the
gentleman and look forward to work-
ing with him as the chairman of the
committee.

Mr. Speaker, before I begin to discuss
health care, I would like to say that
our prayers continue to go out to Con-
gresswoman GIFFORDS in Arizona. We
are very gratified to learn of her con-
tinuing progress. We hope that some
time in this Congress she does come
back to the House floor and give her
voice to the voice for her constituency.
We all miss her and we wish her the
very best.

Mr. Speaker, we are here today be-
cause the existing law of the land on
health care is fatally flawed. Most of us
think it is unconstitutional. We think
it is overreaching. We think the Fed-
eral Government is intervening more
and more into the daily practice of
health care between the doctor-patient
relationship. And we think it needs to
be repealed before it does irreparable
harm to our health care system, which
is the best in the world.

We think that on basic principles it’s
unconstitutional. We believe that you
shouldn’t have the Federal Govern-
ment mandate that an individual has
to have health insurance, whether he
or she wants it. That particular con-
stitutional question is wending its way
through the courts and we hope soon to
have an answer to that question.

We want to repeal today so that we
can begin to replace tomorrow. We
want to deliver on our Pledge to Amer-
ica that we meant it when we said if
the American voters gave us the major-
ity, we would repeal this existing law,
and that is step one. But step two is to
replace it. I see that my good friend
from California, Congresswoman
ESHO00, is on the floor. She and I have
an amendment in the new law on
biosimilars that passed with a huge bi-
partisan majority, and we hope that
that’s one of the things that will be
kept. We do believe that we should be
able to do something on preexisting
conditions. We do believe that children
should be allowed to stay on their par-
ents’ plans until the age of 26. So there
are some things in the new law that we
think are worth keeping. But until you
sweep away the bad things, we cannot
begin to work on the good things.

So, Mr. Speaker, with all due respect,
we hope that we can repeal it on a bi-
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partisan basis in the House and, under
the leadership of Mr. UpPTON and Mr.
CAMP and others, begin to replace it to-
morrow.

Please vote to repeal this law today.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the control of the balance of the time
of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee to the distinguished gentleman
from New Jersey who chaired the
Health Subcommittee in the last Con-
gress and who has done a great deal to
advance this legislation, Mr. FRANK
PALLONE.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from New
Jersey will control the balance of the
time.

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. At this time, Mr.
Speaker, I would like to yield 2 min-
utes to the dean of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the House sponsor of
the health reform legislation, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL).

(Mr. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DINGELL. I thank my good
friend.

Well, so much for openness and trans-
parency. We’re going to do all this
without any hearings, without knowing
what’s going on. But I'm going to tell
you a little bit on my Republican side
of the aisle here about what this is
really going to do:

Insurance companies will be able to
deny 292,000 individuals in my district,
including 33,000 children, an oppor-
tunity to have health insurance, and
this will be because of preexisting con-
ditions. They’re going to increase the
number of uninsured in my district,
the 15th of Michigan, by 20,000. They
will increase the costs to hospitals of
providing uncompensated care in the
15th District alone by $182 million.
They’re going to cost each American
$1,000 more because the uninsured are
going to go in and get health care any-
how.

I want to tell you what is going to
happen with one young lady who has a
terrible condition called endometriosis.
She is going to receive now health in-
surance through the legislation passed
because that insurance will flow to her
until she is 26 on her father’s insur-
ance. But you’re going to take that
away from her. And you’re going to see
to it that the doughnut hole doesn’t
close because of the fact that you are
saying no longer is this law going to be
in effect.

We want to see to it that the Amer-
ican people benefit from this. The re-
peal that you’re talking about today
will see to it that they do not. What’s
it going to do to the deficit? Add $1.4
trillion to the deficit. It’s going to do
more than that. It’s going to add $230
billion to the annual deficit. And it’s
going to see to it that Americans can
no longer be assured that they are
going to not have their health insur-
ance canceled because of a sickness
which occurs to them. It is going to
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hurt small business because it’s going
to take billions in tax benefits away
from small business who would do this.
I urge the House to vote down this
outrageous piece of legislation.
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Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the chairman of the Over-
sight and Investigations Sub-
committee, the gentleman from Flor-
ida, Mr. CLIFF STEARNS.

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, let me
give you some important reasons why
we need to repeal this law.

Yes, you will create jobs—but in an
ever-expanding Federal bureaucracy.
The Joint Economic Committee re-
ported this bill creates over 150 new
Federal offices. With that, of course,
small businesses must comply, are
mandated to comply, with all the new
and many regulations.

Now, if this bill is so good, why is the
Obama administration giving a pass to
over 220 organizations and corporations
that have received exemptions from
this law, including many, many
unions?

With the proposed $500 billion cut in
Medicare and the increase in taxes that
is already occurring, this law is simply
not credible. With record unemploy-
ment, this law will hurt small busi-
nesses and prevent job creation, adding
burdensome taxes, and it will not in-
crease growth in this country.

Republicans will replace this bill
with a health care law based upon
choice, competition, and the tradi-
tional American exceptional value sys-
tem, which is compassion—but compas-
sion with accountability. We need to
repeal this law.

Mr. PALLONE. I yield myself 2 min-
utes.

Mr. Speaker, I wanted to thank my
colleague from Florida, who just spoke,
for saying and admitting that health
care reform does create jobs, because,
if you listen to the Republicans, they
have been saying over and over again
that that’s not the case. But he finally
said, yes, it does create jobs.

That’s what we really should be
doing here. We should be creating jobs
and improving the economy, not talk-
ing about repealing health care reform,
which already is providing so many
benefits to many Americans.

Yesterday, I saw a statement from
our former Republican majority leader,
Senator Frist from Tennessee, who said
that we shouldn’t do the repeal. He rec-
ognized the fact that this legislation,
this health care reform, is actually
making a difference in people’s lives
and that we should build upon it, as
Senator Frist said, a Republican, rath-
er than just trying to do an outright
repeal, which is a complete waste of
time.

Now what I am hearing from my con-
stituents is that they like the benefits
that are already coming out from
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health care reform, whether it is elimi-
nating all the discriminatory prac-
tices, like lifetime caps or preexisting
conditions or annual caps, or being
able to put your children up to age 26
on your policies. These benefits have
already kicked in, and Americans actu-
ally like the benefits. They understand
why they are helpful to them.

The only group I can think of that
actually would benefit from repeal is
the big insurance companies. Unfortu-
nately, that is the bidding, if you will,
that the Republicans are doing, the
other side of the aisle. The insurance
companies want to continue to in-
crease premiums by more than double
digits. They don’t want to cut into
their profits.

One of the things that kicked in on
January 1 is a provision that says that
80 percent of your premiums have to
actually go to provide benefits. They
can’t go to the shareholders or to the
profits of the insurance companies. The
insurance companies are the only ones
that benefit from repeal because they
can raise premiums, they can have dis-
criminatory practices, and they can
just increase their profits.

I will use an example. I think the
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
SLAUGHTER) used this example before
about someone who has breast cancer.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself an additional 15 seconds.

Now, because of the policies of the
health insurance reform, if people have
breast cancer and there are
recurrences, they will not experience
lifetime caps or annual caps. They will
be able to go back and have chemo-
therapy or whatever is necessary.

Those are the types of benefits that
have kicked in, and they should con-
tinue. We should oppose repeal.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, before I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. WHITFIELD), I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. STEARNS).

Mr. STEARNS. I thank my colleague.

Mr. Speaker, perhaps the gentleman
from New Jersey didn’t listen to me
when I just spoke.

It’s creating 150 new government
agencies, and these are all government
jobs. So, if you’re talking about in-
creasing jobs, they’re government jobs.

It also includes $500 billion in taxes,
burdensome 1099 paperwork require-
ments, according to a study by the Na-
tion’s largest small business associa-
tion, the NFIB. I would like you to
talk about that 1099.

These employer mandates that are in
the health care bill are terrible, and it
is estimated they will wipe out 1.6 mil-
lion jobs over just b years.

So I caution the gentleman from New
Jersey to listen carefully to my speech.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. WHITFIELD).

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I am
delighted we have the opportunity
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today to revisit the health care bill
that was passed last year.

I am delighted because, first of all,
when it came to the floor last year,
this bill affected every aspect of health
care in America, and we did not have
the opportunity to offer one amend-
ment on the floor. In addition to that,
this bill takes $500 billion out of Medi-
care, which means less money to nurs-
ing homes, hospitals, and Medicare
beneficiaries. Then the claim that this
would reduce the deficit by $138 billion
was calculated by including 10 years of
tax revenues under this bill but only 6
years of expenditures.

How can you claim that we are sup-
porting insurance companies by repeal-
ing this bill when the insurance compa-
nies supported the bill, and they sup-
ported the bill because it mandates
that small businesses and individuals
buy health insurance?

So I would urge the repeal of this leg-
islation, and then we can fix health
care the way it should be fixed.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY).

Mr. MARKEY. I thank the gen-
tleman.

Mr. Speaker, this Republican bill is
the wrong prescription for our country.
It isn’t just a repeal; it’s a bad deal.

It’s a bad deal for small businesses
and middle class families, who would
lose tax credits included in the new law
to help them pay for health insurance.

It’s a bad deal for grandma, who will
face higher costs for the life-saving
medications she needs. It’s a bad deal
for pregnant women, who could be de-
nied coverage when they need it the
most.

Lydia Swan, my constituent, shared
her story with me during the health
care debate last year. Lydia was preg-
nant when her husband switched jobs.
Her new insurance company said her
pregnancy was a preexisting condition,
and they wouldn’t pay any expenses. So
Lydia was insured, but she wasn’t cov-
ered.

That is wrong. It is just plain wrong.

Mr. Speaker, a newborn child should
be a pleasure and not a preexisting con-
dition. New parents expect some sleep-
less nights. They don’t expect their in-
surance company to deny coverage for
the pregnancy. New parents should
worry about the baby and not about
the medical bills.

The new health care law closes the
book on these kinds of insurance com-
pany abuses. Let us not today reopen it
once again. Say ‘‘no’” to this Repub-
lican bad deal that takes away pa-
tients’ rights and freedoms, and say
“‘yes’ to a health care system that pro-
tects American families.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, before I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS), I yield 30 sec-
onds to the gentleman from Georgia,
Dr. GINGREY.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from
Massachusetts must not be familiar
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with a waiver under the Medicaid pro-
gram called Katie Beckett—the poster
that he showed us of the young child
with preexisting conditions. This pro-
gram Katie Beckett still exists. There
is a waiver. There is opportunity for
children with preexisting conditions to
get coverage.

The Democrats are also disingenuous
when they claim credit for imme-
diately covering children with pre-
existing conditions. ObamaCare got it
wrong. They did not guarantee that
children would have their preexisting
conditions covered. It is ironic that
this legislation was actually drafted in-
correctly.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. SHIMKUS).

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, my
friends on the Democrat side are sup-
porting this bill based on 10 pages of
the legislation: immediate access to in-
surance for the uninsured, an extension
of dependent coverage, no lifetime or
annual caps. Ten pages. This health
care law was 2,990 pages. This is only
volume 1.

What do you find when you go
through the entire bill? This is what
they are defending their bill on? This is
only volume 1 of 4. And what’s in
here?—a $500 billion cut to Medicare, a
$500 billion cut to Medicare for our sen-
iors.
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What else is in here? Five hundred
billion dollars of tax increases. What
else is in here? Six years of benefits for
10 years of cost. What else is in here? A
new entitlement program.

Our Nation is broke. It is broke be-
cause of our entitlement program, and
this law added a new entitlement.

Mr. PALLONE. I yield 2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
ESHO00).

Ms. ESHOO. I thank the chairman.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to
what I think is really an unwise, un-
warranted, and unfair effort to repeal
the historic health care law which has
brought much-needed insurance re-
forms to the American people.

For the first time in our Nation’s his-
tory, Congress passed legislation to en-
sure that every American has a com-
prehensive health insurance plan just
as Members of Congress have. We’ve re-
duced the deficit by $143 billion over 10
years and $1.2 trillion over 20.

I want to tell an important story
which I think underscores why repeal
is wrong.

Ronit Bryant in my district was bat-
tling stage four breast cancer—that’s
the worst—when her HMO decided to
stop paying for her treatment. In the
middle of her treacherous ordeal
through a mastectomy, chemotherapy,
a bone marrow transplant, and radi-
ation, she was also battling her insur-
ance company in Federal court where
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she had to listen to lawyers argue over
whether her life was worth saving or
not. A woman of less strength would
never have made it through this. I am
proud to say that Ronit made a full re-
covery. She watched her children grow,
and she went on to become the mayor
of one of the major cities in my dis-
trict, Mountain View, California.

So a 50 percent discount on prescrip-
tion drugs for seniors makes sense.
Prohibiting rescissions—what was done
to Ronit, eliminating that makes
sense. Allowing children to stay on
their parents’ insurance policy until
the age of 26 makes sense. Thirty-five
percent tax credits for small businesses
make sense.

What the Republicans are doing
today does not make sense. It’s wrong
for America; it’s bad for Americans,
and I urge my colleagues to reject it.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the chairman of the Health
Subcommittee, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS).

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I might just
respond: ObamaCare spends over $1
trillion but leaves 23 million people un-
insured.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle have been argu-
ing that we can’t afford to repeal
ObamaCare. I would argue just the op-
posite. Our country cannot bear the
true cost of ObamaCare, and it must be
repealed.

Our repeal would mean that Ameri-
cans with employer-provided health
coverage will keep their current plan,
yet the administration estimates that
seven out of 10 individuals will lose
their current coverage under
ObamacCare.

Our repeal means that half of all em-
ployers—as many as 80 percent of small
businesses—will be able to keep their
current plan rather than lose it over
the next 2 years. The administration’s
estimates reveal that their own oner-
ous regulations will force most busi-
nesses to give up their current plans,
subjecting them to costly new man-
dates that will increase premiums.

Our repeal means that 7.4 million
more seniors will participate in Medi-
care Advantage plans, according to the
Medicare actuary. Our repeal also
means that the Medicare Advantage
beneficiaries will not face an average
increase of $873 per year in out-of-pock-
et costs between now and 2019.

Our repeal means that individual
health insurance premiums will not in-
crease by $2,100.

Our repeal means that taxpayers will
not face $569 billion in tax increases
scheduled to take effect over the com-
ing years.

Our repeal means that the economy
would keep an estimated 750,000 jobs
that will be lost because the incentives
included in ObamaCare actually dis-
courage individuals from working, ac-
cording to the CBO.

Our repeal means that national
health spending will go down by $310
billion, according to the Medicare ac-
tuary.
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Our repeal means that seniors’ part D
premiums won’t increase by 4 percent
in 2011 or rise up to 9 percent in 2019 as
CBO estimates would happen under the
current law.

Without repeal, employer retiree
drug coverage will drop from 20 percent
of retirees to 2 percent by 2016, accord-
ing to the Medicare Trustees Report.

Finally, repeal means that States
will avoid a massive forced expansion
of their Medicaid programs, at a cost of
$20 billion to the States, at a time
when they cannot sustain Medicaid.

The costs of leaving this job-slashing
health care law in effect are much too
high. It must be repealed.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ENGEL).

Mr. ENGEL. I thank the gentleman
for yielding to me.

I am very, very sorry that my Repub-
lican friends have chosen to put this
repeal bill through. In light of the
events in Tucson, we all say we are
going to work together. The American
people want us to work together. This
is not the way to do it. If there’s a
problem with the bill, we should tweak
it or change it. We shouldn’t repeal it.
If there is a problem and things need to
be changed, we should put our heads
together and try to do it.

The Republicans say that they want
to cut costs in government. The CBO
says that this bill will save us $230 bil-
lion over 10 years and $1.2 trillion over
20 years; and the first thing the Repub-
licans bring up is to repeal this bill,
which will add to the deficit.

This is political theater. It’s a cha-
rade. This isn’t going to be repealed.
Let us put our heads together and fig-
ure out what makes sense.

All important bills that were put in
in the past 50 or 60 years, from Medi-
care to Medicaid to Social Security to
the civil rights bills of the 1960s, they
needed to be tweaked as we saw what
the problems were. I'm willing to
change the bill, but repealing it is the
absolutely wrong way to do it.

I am delighted to revisit this issue
because we can finally get the truth
out. The American people understand
that right now, if they have a pre-
existing condition, they cannot be de-
nied coverage. An insurance company
right now, with this bill, cannot say,
“Sorry, you have a lifetime cap or an
annual cap and we’re not going to in-
sure you.”” The insurance company now
can’t deny your 24- or 25- or 26-year-old
child insurance to be on your plan. We
are finally closing the doughnut hole
to put more money in the hands of sen-
ior citizens.

This is what the Republicans would
repeal. They say that this is a govern-
ment takeover of health care. No, it
isn’t. And if they had better plans for
health care, they were in power for 6
years with the President and both
Houses of Congress and they did noth-
ing to make health care affordable for
the American people.

Let’s work together. Let’s change the
bill. Let’s tweak the bill. Don’t repeal
it.
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Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the vice chair of the full
committee, the gentlelady from North
Carolina, SUE MYRICK.

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, we op-
pose this health care law for many rea-
sons. I'm especially concerned about
the negative effect it may have on the
ability of our doctors to care for their
patients as they see fit.

It creates well over 156 bureauc-
racies, programs, and regulatory sys-
tems which will further regulate and
control the way medicine is practiced,
paid for, and allocated. Doctors who
practice medicine as small business
owners are already forced to dedicate
significant resources and manpower to
keep up with the bureaucracy of reim-
bursement alone.

This law does nothing to slow the
growth of Medicare and Medicaid pro-
grams—we know those are two huge
problems we have to deal with—but it
will surely add to the regulatory bur-
dens faced by doctors, patients, and,
most importantly, the American peo-
ple, who are going to have to foot the
bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GENE GREEN).

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, as a Member of Congress from
Texas, I supported the health care re-
form law proudly. Texas has some of
the highest rates of uninsured in the
United States.
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Twenty-six percent of our Texans are
uninsured—6.4 million residents—com-
pared with the national average of only
16.7 percent. Over the past 8 years in
Texas, employer-based insurance cov-
erage has dropped 18 percent. Now,
only 48 percent of Texans have health
insurance provided by their employ-
ers—well below the national average.

Texas has some of the highest health
insurance premiums in the U.S. A fam-
ily of four making $44,000, the average
premium out-of-pocket is $6,548—al-
most 15 percent of their income. In
Texas, our State Department of Insur-
ance report to the legislature acknowl-
edged the positive impact of the Af-
fordable Care Act.

The State of Texas Department of In-
surance concluded the Affordable Care
Act will have a positive impact on the
State and help Texans gain access to
private insurance coverage. As the De-
partment of Insurance report states,
‘““the removal of underwriting restric-
tions, new premium rating reforms,
availability of subsidies and limita-
tions on out-of-pocket expenses for
low- and middle-income families should
make it easier for many low-income
Texans to obtain private insurance.”

In our district in Houston and Harris
County, 40 percent of my constituents
were uninsured when we passed the Af-
fordable Care Act in March of last
year. Repeal, H.R. 2, would be a major
setback to what we’re trying to do in
our own district.
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To cite a few local statistics from the
repeal on my constituents: increase the
number of people without insurance by
almost 217,000; allow insurance compa-
nies to deny coverage to at least 102,000
people in our district, including at
least 12,000 children with preexisting
conditions; eliminate health care tax
credits for 14,600 small businesses and
177,000 people; increase prescription
drug costs for 4,400 seniors in my dis-
trict who fell into that doughnut hole
except for health care reform.

My Republican colleagues want to
work on improving it. I'm here to do it,
but repeal is not the answer.

BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT

OF INSURANCE TO THE 82ND LEGISLATURE

(December 2010)
(Mike Geeslin, Commissioner of Insurance)

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE,
Austin, Texas, December 31, 2010
Hon. RICK PERRY, Governor,
Hon. DAVID DEWHURST, Lieutenant Governor,
Hon. JOE STRAUS, III, Speaker.

DEAR GOVERNORS AND SPEAKER: In accord-
ance with Section 32.022, Texas Insurance
Code, I am pleased to submit the biennial re-
port of the Texas Department of Insurance
(Department or TDI). The report summarizes
needed changes in the laws relating to regu-
lation of the insurance industry, provides in-
formation on market conditions, and in-
cludes reviews required by Senate Bill 1 (81st
Legislature, Regular Session).

The Department is available to discuss any
of the issues contained in the report and to
provide technical assistance. Please contact
me or Carol Cates, Associate Commissioner
of Government Relations, with any questions
or if you need additional information. Thank
you for your consideration.

Respectfully Submitted,
MIKE GEESLIN,
Commissioner of Insurance.
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE: SECURING
THE FUTURE OF TEXAS

MISSION

To protect insurance consumers by: regu-
lating the industry fairly and diligently pro-
moting a stable and competitive market pro-
viding information that makes a difference.

VALUES

We have a passionate commitment to serv-
ice in the public interest. We are:

Responsible Stewards: accountable,
cient, effective ‘“Using resources wisely’’.

Professional: knowledgeable and fair ‘‘Ad-
hering to the highest ethical standards’.

Collaborative: cooperative, inclusive, di-
verse ‘‘Respecting others’ opinions and ex-
pertise’’.

Resilient and Creative: open-minded and
proactive ‘‘Learning from the past to en-
hance the future”

Balanced: fulfilled and well-rounded ‘‘Cele-
brating personal and professional successes’.
SENATE BILL 1—RIDER 18: REVIEW OF HEALTH
INSURANCE AVAILABILITY AND AFFORDABILITY

The 8lst Legislature included in Senate
Bill 1 a directive to the Texas Department of
Insurance to conduct a review of ‘‘the acces-
sibility of health benefit plan coverage for
and the affordability of health benefit plan
premiums for low-income families and fami-
lies not eligible for employer-sponsored in-
surance.” Following is a summary of the re-
sults of the review.

Like many states, Texas has struggled
with increasing healthcare costs and insur-
ance premiums that have prohibited many
individuals from obtaining affordable health
insurance. The rising cost of insurance af-

effi-
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fects individuals at all income levels and em-
ployers of all sizes but is particularly chal-
lenging for low income workers and small
business owners. In 2009, the U.S. Census Bu-
reau Current Population Survey (CPS) re-
ports that 6.4 million Texans were uninsured
for the entire year (Table One). Of the Tex-
ans who have health insurance, slightly
more than half (53.8 percent) have private
coverage, down from 56.9 percent in 2007 and
lower than the national average of 63.9 per-
cent. Texas workers are less likely to have
employer-sponsored coverage with 48.2 per-
cent of Texans enrolled in employment-based
plans compared to a national average of 55.8
percent.

TABLE 1: SOURCES OF HEALTH INSURANCE—2009

National

Source of insurance Number Tecée:lstapeer- average

8 (percent)
Private Insurance 13,257,000 53.8 63.9
Employment 11,893,000 482 55.8
Individual . 1,531,000 6.2 8.9
Government Insurance 6,925,000 28.1 30.6
Medicaid ... 3,951,000 16.0 15.7
Medicare 2,730,000 11.1 143
Military ..... 1,052,000 43 4.1
Total Insured ... 18,224,000 73.9 83.3
Total Uninsured 6,433,000 26.1 16.7

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 Annual So-
cial and Economic Supplement.

(Note: Numbers may not add up to totals as some people have more than
one type of insurance.)

Like other states, the majority of unin-
sured in Texas live in families with low to
moderate incomes (Table 2). Detailed anal-
ysis of 2008 CPS data shows that 59 percent of
the uninsured (3.5 million people) reported
family incomes below 200 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level (FPL). Another 12 percent
had incomes between 200 and 249 percent
FPL. The data also confirms that individuals
with lower incomes were much more likely
to be uninsured than those with higher in-
comes. Forty-five percent of individuals
under 50 percent of FPL were uninsured com-
pared to only 14 percent of individuals at 250
percent or higher.

TABLE 2: UNINSURED RATES BY POVERTY LEVEL—2008

Percent unin-
sured within
income cat-

Income as a

percentage of Percent of total

uninsured

Number
uninsured

poverty level egory
Under 50% ... 817,821 135 455
51% to 99% 793,071 131 39.0
100% to 149% . 1,064,129 175 37.0
150% to 199% . 897,803 14.8 33.7
200% to 249% . 703,379 1161 319
250% or Higher ....... 1,800,667 29.7 143

Total oo 6,076,870 100 25.1

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2009 Annual So-
cial and Economic Supplement.

While most states have experienced declin-
ing rates of employer-sponsored coverage in
recent years, the decline in Texas is more
pronounced. Since 2001, the percentage of
Texans with employer coverage has dropped
from 58.5 percent to the current rate of 48.2
percent, an 18 percent decrease in eight
years. Additional data from the annual Med-
ical Expenditure Panel Survey—Insurance
Component (MEPS-IC) indicates that even
when firms offer insurance, many employees
are ineligible or choose not to purchase cov-
erage. The MEPS-IC survey, administered by
the federal Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA) collects detailed in-
formation on employer-sponsored insurance,
including data for both large firms (defined
as 50 or more employees) and small busi-
nesses (2-49 employees). Table 3 summarizes
information on both insurance offer rates
and participation rates for large and small
businesses and clearly indicates important
differences based on firm size. Some of the
more significant findings are:
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Most large firms (94 percent) offer health
insurance compared to only 34.2 percent of
small firms.

Nearly half (49.1 percent) of employees in
small firms work for an employer offering
coverage, compared to 95.7 percent of em-
ployees in large firms.

Of those employees with employer-spon-
sored health coverage, more than 3.8 million
work in large firms compared to 653,162
workers in small firms.

More than 1.3 million workers have access
to coverage in a large or small firm but are
not enrolled. Not all are uninsured; some
have other coverage, such as a spouse’s em-
ployer-sponsored plan. However, a large
number of these eligible workers are unin-
sured and have not enrolled due primarily to
costs.

Although most large employers offer cov-
erage, many workers are not eligible. More
than one million workers in large firms do
not qualify for their employer-sponsored
plan because they work part time, are tem-
porary or contract workers, or have not
worked long enough to meet the required
waiting period. Again, however, not all of
these workers are uninsured.

More than one million employees in small
firms also do not have access to coverage.
Most of these workers (1,038,936) are em-
ployed in firms that do not offer coverage.
Another 169,415 workers are not eligible for
coverage offered by their employer.

TABLE 3: EMPLOYER SPONSORED INSURANCE: OFFER AND
PARTICIPATION DATA—2009

Texas Insurance Enrollment Data Small firms Large firms
1. Total number of firms 324,554 125,685
2. Total number of employees . 2,041,132 6,375,152
3. Percentage of firms that offer insur-

ANCE v 34.2% 94.0%
4. Number of firms that do offer insur-

AMCE ooeeereeeeeeeeveveveneeenenesssssssssesessns 110,997 118,144
5. Number of firms that do not offer

insurance .. 213,557 7,541
6. Number of e

firms that offer insurance .............. 1,002,196 6,101,020
7. Percentage of employees working in

firms that offer insurance ............... 49.1% 95.7%
8. Number of employees working in

firms that do not offer insurance .... 1,038,936 274,132
9. Number of employees eligible for

COVETAZE ovvvrverevrsererssneessnnesssnsnsnans 832,781 4,947,118
10. Number of employees who are en-

L] 14O 653,162 3,818,716
11. Percentage of all employees that

have employer-sponsored coverage 32% 60%
12. Number of employees who have

access to coverage but are not en-

TOlled s 179,619 1,128,402
13. Number of employees who do not

have access to coverage .............. 1,208,351 1,428,034

Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, 2009 Medical Ex-
penditure Panel Survey-Insurance Component.

Of those employers that do not offer cov-
erage, extensive research shows the most
common reason cited is the increasing cost
of insurance. Consistent with national
trends, Texas employers and employees have
experienced significant premium rate in-
creases over the past ten years, despite a
number of programs and industry efforts to
hold down costs. As Table 4 below indicates,
average premium costs across all firms (in-
cluding both fully insured and self-funded)
have more than doubled in the past ten
years.

TABLE 4: AVERAGE EMPLOYER-SPONSORED INSURANCE
PREMIUM COSTS

Average annual Average annual

Year premium for single premium for single
coverage coverage
1999 . $2,336 $6,208
2000 . 2,621 6,638
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TABLE 4: AVERAGE EMPLOYER-SPONSORED INSURANCE
PREMIUM COSTS—Continued

Average annual Average annual

Year premium for single premium for single
coverage coverage
2001 ... 2,924 7,486
2002 3,268 8,837
2003 3,400 9,575
2004 3,781 10,110
2005 4,108 11,680
2006 4,133 11,680
2008 4,205 11,967
2009 ... 4,499 13,221

Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, Medical Expenditure
Panel Survey-Insurance Component 1997-2006, 2008-2009 (No survey
available for 2007).

Though most employers are challenged by
significant premium increases, higher rates
are usually more difficult for small firms
(those with 2-50 employees) to absorb. Be-
cause a small employer’s rates are based on
the age, gender and health status of the em-
ployer’s workers and their dependent enroll-
ees, rates can vary significantly from the av-
erage cost based on a group’s specific demo-
graphics. Generally, groups with younger,
healthier employees will pay lower pre-
miums while groups with older, less healthy
workers will pay higher rates. An employer
with even one worker with a pre-existing
condition may see their group rates increase
by up to 67 percent based on health status
underwriting factors. TDI data shows groups
that are subject to a combination of the
highest allowed rating factors may see pre-
mium rates for individual employees in ex-
cess of $20,000 a year, a cost that is higher
than maximum rates charged for coverage in
the Texas Health Insurance Pool for individ-
uals who are uninsurable in the individual
market.

Over the last 10 years, the Department of
Insurance has conducted significant research
to collect information on uninsured Texans
and uninsured small businesses, why they
have no coverage, how much they can afford,
and options to assist them with purchasing
coverage. Through a federal State Planning
Grant administered by HRSA, TDI conducted
multiple focus groups, surveys, and commu-
nity events across the state. Though some of
the study findings are somewhat dated,
many of the conclusions are likely still ap-
plicable given the high cost of insurance and
continued high uninsured rate.

Beginning in 2002 and continuing through
2006, TDI hosted more than 60 focus group
sessions with individuals, small business
owners and their employees in 20 different
cities across Texas representing all of the
major geographical areas of the state. Focus
group sessions were attended by uninsured
individuals or small employers who were un-
able to provide insurance for their employ-
ees. The personal stories expressed at these
focus group sessions underscored the chal-
lenges many consumers face when trying to
find affordable health coverage. (For addi-
tional information on the research findings,
please see TDI reports at: http:/
www.tdi.state.tx.us/health/spg.html.)

The primary conclusion from these discus-
sion sessions was that health insurance re-
mains unaffordable for many of these indi-
viduals and employers. The vast majority of
participants expressed willingness to pay for
insurance, and most had attempted to buy
coverage within the past year but could not
find a benefit plan that was affordable. More
than 90 percent of the attendees were em-
ployed or owned their own business, and
many participants expressed frustration
with the fact that ‘‘average, working, re-
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sponsible citizens’® could not afford cov-

erage.

Even when employer coverage is offered,
many employees decline to enroll due to em-
ployee premium payments and cost sharing
requirements. While the majority of employ-
ers pay at least half the cost of the premium
for employee-only coverage, employer con-
tributions for both employee and dependent
coverage have declined as more employers
struggle to keep up with increasing premium
costs and other economic pressures. Employ-
ees increasingly are asked to share more of
the cost of coverage through increased pre-
mium contributions and higher cost-sharing
policy provisions, particularly in the small
group market. In 2009, the MEPS-IC data
show small employers in Texas reported the
third highest individual deductible levels in
the country at $1,634, compared to a national
average of $1,283. Large employers had the
sixth highest individual deductible at $990
compared to a national average of $882. For
family deductibles, small employers reported
the sixth highest average ($3,210 compared to
$2,652 nationally), and large firms were at
the second highest level ($1,883 in Texas com-
pared to $1,610 nationally).

In addition to premium contributions and
deductibles, enrollees in group health plans
face other out-of-pocket expenses, including
co-payments and coinsurance, which vary de-
pending on the type of service provided (i.e.,
primary care visits, specialist visits, emer-
gency room services, hospital admissions,
etc.). The data included in Table 5 illustrates
average costs for some of the most common
cost-sharing provisions in 2009 but is not in-
clusive of all expenses an enrollee pays under
a typical health plan.

These data underscore the relatively high
cost low income families incur to enroll
their families in employer-sponsored benefit
plans. While some workers may find em-
ployee-only coverage affordable depending
on the employer’s actual contribution rate
and the employee’s overall financial cir-
cumstances, adding family coverage would
likely be cost-prohibitive for most low-in-
come workers up to 200 percent of poverty,
and for many even above those income lev-
els. Add these premium contribution require-
ments to high family deductibles and other
coinsurance expenses, and most low income
families are likely unable to afford employer
sponsored coverage. Table 6 shows the cost of
the average employee contribution for indi-
vidual and family coverage as a percentage
of the 2010 income levels for each poverty
level listed (100, 150, and 200 percent of fed-
eral poverty level, FPL). For workers with
health plans that require higher employee
premium payments than the average, the
cost of coverage as a percentage of income
will be even higher.

TABLE 5: AVERAGE COST SHARING REQUIREMENTS FOR
EMPLOYER-SPONSORED INSURANCE, 2009

Small firms Large firms

Average Total Employee-Only Premium ... $4,391 $4,523
Average Total Family Total Premium . $12,674 $13,288
Average Individual Deductible . $1,634 $990
Average Family Deductible .. $3,210 $1,883
Average Co-payment for an 0 . $26.03 $23.44
Average Percentage Coinsurance for an

Office VISIt ovveveereeereereeeree s 19.08% 18.0%
Average Employee Payment for Employee-

Only COVETage ............cccoeeeersissrrsrn $588 $1079
Average Employee Payment for Family

COVETAZE vvoreevveovevveveeeeessessssnnnssnons $3,924 $4036

Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, 2009 Medical Ex-
penditure Panel Survey-Insurance Component.
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TABLE 6: AVERAGE EMPLOYEE PREMIUM CONTRIBUTIONS AS A PERCENTAGE OF INCOME BY FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL (FPL)—2009

Small firms

Avg. employee contribution for employee-only coverage ($588) as percentage of family income by FPL

Avg. employee contribution for family coverage ($3,924) as a percentage of family income by FPL

Family size Poverty level
100% FPL 150% FPL 200% FPL 100% FPL 150% FPL 200% FPL
Family of 1 ....... 54% 3.6% 2.1% — — —
Family of 2 4.0% 2.1% 2.0% 26.9% 18.0% 13.4%
Family of 3 3.2% 2.1% 1.6% 21.4% 14.3% 10.7%
Family of 4 ....... 2.7% 1.8% 1.3% 17.8% 11.9% 8.9%
Large firms
Avg. employee contribution for employee-only coverage ($1,079) as percentage of family income by FPL Avg. employee contribution for family coverage ($4,036) as a percentage of family income by FPL

Family size Poverty level
Family of 1 ....... 10.0% 6.6% 5.0% — —
Family of 2 1.4% 4.9% 3.7% 21.1% 18.5% 13.8%
Family of 3 5.9% 3.9% 2.9% 22% 14.7% 11.0%
Family of 4 ....... 4.9% 3.3% 2.4% 18.3% 12.2% 9.2%

While premium amounts alone exceed the
budgets of many Texas families, out-of-pock-
et expenses (co-pays, co-insurance, and
deductibles) add to the burden. Using 2007
MEPS-IC data for average costs of out-of-
pocket expenses for non-elderly enrollees ad-
justed for private coverage in Texas, Texans
pay an average of $631 annually per person in
out-of-pocket expenses. Table 7 illustrates
this with examples.

TABLE 7: IMPACT OF HEALTH COSTS ON TEXAS FAMILIES

Example A: Family of four with a household income of
200% FPL:

Annual income $44,100
Average annual premium ........ooeeceereernerersenseens $13,221
Average annual employer premium contribution ... ($9,197)
Average annual employee premium responsibility $4.024
Average annual cost of out-of-pocket expenses ... $2,524

Average annual cost to family (% of in-
come)
Example B: Individual with an income of 200% FPL:

$6,548 (14.8%)

Annual income $21,660
Average annual premitum .........coo.cooveerveerieesirennenns $4,499
Average annual employer premium contribution ... ($3,508)
Average annual employee premium responsibility $991
Average annual cost of out-of-pocket expenses ... $631

Average annual cost to Individual (% of In-

come) $1,622 (7.5%)

While the vast majority of Texans with
private insurance coverage are enrolled in an
employer-sponsored benefit plan, an esti-
mated 1.5 million residents have purchased
some type of individual medical insurance.
The individual market offers a wide variety
of options designed to meet varying
healthcare needs. Some policies provide com-
prehensive coverage similar to benefits in-
cluded in an employer-sponsored plan while
others provide more limited benefits. Other
plans provide supplemental coverage to
Medicare or only cover certain diseases, such
as cancer. People shopping in the individual
market have the opportunity to choose the
plan that best fits their needs and financial
situation, which vary widely among con-
sumers.

Unlike the group market, it is important
to note that individual health insurance is
subject to strict medical underwriting re-
quirements that determine whether or not a
person is eligible to purchase coverage. Peo-
ple with pre-existing health conditions or a
past history of health problems are often de-
clined coverage or may receive plans that ex-
clude coverage for certain services related to
their pre-existing condition. Premiums are
based on the applicant’s medical status, age,
gender, and area of residency, and are usu-
ally significantly higher for older applicants
or people with health conditions.

Although TDI does not collect detailed en-
rollment or premium cost data on the indi-
vidual market and is unable to determine
the number of enrollees by type of plan, the
insurance association America’s Health In-
surance Plans (AHIP) conducted a survey in

2009 of insurers participating in the indi-
vidual health insurance market. Limited
data on state-specific results show that aver-
age annual premiums in Texas for a com-
prehensive health insurance policy were
$3,208 for single coverage (i.e., one person)
and $6,459 for family coverage. Single poli-
cies had an average annual out-of-pocket
maximum limit (the maximum amount a
person would pay for eligible healthcare
services) of $5,000, while family policies had
an annual limit of $10,000.

Because the individual market allows car-
riers to medically underwrite applicants and
select only those individuals that meet the
carrier’s specific requirements, some appli-
cants will be unable to purchase individual
coverage at any price from any carrier.
Though the federal Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) of 2010 pro-
hibits carriers from denying coverage of de-
pendents based on health conditions begin-
ning with new policies issued on or after Sep-
tember 23, 2010, this provision does not ex-
tend to adults until 2014. Individuals who
cannot obtain coverage in the individual
market and have no access to group coverage
may obtain insurance from the Texas Health
Insurance Pool (THIP, formerly Texas
Health Insurance Risk Pool) or the newly
created federal Pre-Existing Condition Insur-
ance Plan (PCIP).

THIP was created by the Texas Legislature
to provide insurance for individuals who are
unable to obtain coverage from the commer-
cial market. It also serves as the Texas al-
ternative for individual health insurance
coverage under the federal Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act of 1996
(HIPAA), guaranteeing insurance to quali-
fied individuals who lose coverage under an
employer-based plan. Eligibility and pre-
mium rating requirements are established by
law.

The federally operated PCIP was created
under the recently enacted federal
healthcare reform legislation, PPACA. Be-
ginning in 2014, PPACA requires insurers to
accept all applicants regardless of health
status. To assist individuals with health con-
ditions who cannot obtain commercial cov-
erage prior to 2014, PPACA includes provi-
sions for federally or state run insurance
programs. Texas opted for the federally oper-
ated insurance pool, PCIP. The PCIP func-
tions in many ways like the THIP, but there
are some critical distinctions which signifi-
cantly affect cost, eligibility and covered
benefits.

Both THIP and PCIP provide comprehen-
sive health coverage for individuals with pre-
vious health conditions. To enroll, individ-
uals must be legal U.S. citizens and a resi-
dent of the state, and must provide evidence
that they were declined coverage for insur-
ance or have a current or previous medical
condition that makes them uninsurable.

However, PCIP requires an individual be un-
insured for at least six months before they
are eligible to enroll. This provision pre-
cludes enrollees in the THIP from enrolling
in the PCIP.

Premium rates for coverage in THIP and
PCIP vary dramatically. Rates for THIP are
set at twice the average rate (200 percent) for
standard coverage offered in the commercial
market and are adjusted semi-annually to
reflect changes in the market rates. Rates
also are adjusted based on the age, gender,
and geographic location of the enrollee,
which reflects variations in local healthcare
costs and expected healthcare utilization.
Rates are higher for individuals with a his-
tory of tobacco use. Enrollees may choose
from a range of deductible options and plan
cost-sharing limits, with annual deductibles
from $1,000 up to $7,500. Higher deductibles
will lower the premium rate for the enrollee.
Due to the variability of rating factors,
monthly premium costs vary widely from a
low of $160 a month for an individual age 18
or lower with a deductible of $7,500 to a high
of $2,207 a month for a male age 60-64 with a
deductible of $1,000. In 2009, 13 percent of
THIP enrollees selected a $1,000 deductible,
38 percent a $2,500 deductible, 37 percent a
$5,000 deductible and 10 percent a $7,500 de-
ductible. The average monthly premium was
$620.

Premium rates for PCIP are set at the av-
erage standard rate in the commercial mar-
ket and vary based on the age of the appli-
cant and the plan they select. Monthly pre-
miums for Texas enrollees beginning Janu-
ary 1, 2011 are as follows:

Age Age Age Age Age

Plan type 0-18 1933 3544 4554 55+
Standard ... $174  $261  $313  $400  $567
Extended $234  $351 $422  $539  $749
HSA $181  $271 $325 $4l6  $578

Note: Plan descriptions available at
PC1P_%20pamphlet_benefits_summary.pdf.

‘While both programs (PCIP and THIP) pro-
vide comprehensive coverage, PCIP has no
waiting period for treatment of pre-existing
conditions, an important benefit for this
population since all enrollees have some pre-
existing medical condition as a condition of
eligibility. By contrast, the THIP includes a
12 month pre-existing condition exclusion
waiting period for most new enrollees (with
exceptions for enrollees with creditable cov-
erage and some enrollees with continued
coverage under a previous employer plan).
This means that, while individuals in PCIP
are immediately eligible for benefits for
their pre-existing condition, enrollees in
THIP must wait 12 months before pre-exist-
ing conditions are covered.

IMPACT OF FEDERAL HEALTH REFORM

The federal health reform Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act includes sig-
nificant private insurance market provisions

Www.pcip.gov/
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that will dramatically alter the insurance
market in Texas and other states. The law
includes a series of reform requirements that
begin in 2010, with the most dramatic
changes occurring in 2014. With a few excep-
tions, most of the initial reforms effective in
2010 through 2013 will primarily affect indi-
viduals who already have insurance coverage
and will have little impact effect on individ-
uals who are uninsured or who are enrolled
in public plans. However, beginning in 2014,
several federal requirements should signifi-
cantly assist lower income families and em-
ployees obtain affordable health insurance,
including the following:

Advanceable tax credits will be available
to families earning up to 400 percent of fed-
eral poverty level to purchase affordable
health insurance;

Insurance plans must meet certain benefit
requirements and cost-sharing provisions de-
signed to ensure benefit plans provide com-
prehensive services with limited out-of-pock-
et costs to enrollees;

Most large employers will be required to
offer health insurance benefits that meet
minimum requirements or may face penalty
payments;

Insurance plans are prohibited from deny-
ing coverage based on an individual’s health
status;

Insurance plans will not be able to increase
premiums based on an individual’s health
status or gender, and premium rates for
older individuals are limited; and

Insurance Exchanges will provide access to
health insurance plans that meet standard
benefit requirements and provide simplified
application and enrollment procedures for
individuals, small businesses and Medicaid/
CHIP enrollees.

The provisions listed above will require
federal regulations and, in some cases, state
legislative and/or regulatory action to fully
implement. Until the details of these re-
quirements are finalized, it is impossible to
predict the long-term impact on the afford-
ability of insurance coverage. However, the
removal of underwriting restrictions; new
premium rating reforms, availability of sub-
sidies and limitations on out of pocket ex-
penses for low and middle income families
should make it easier for many low-income
Texans to obtain private insurance.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. WALDEN), whose State would be
devastated with the Medicare Advan-
tage cuts.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, 42.7 per-
cent of Oregon’s seniors—that’s about
200,000 in Oregon, nearly 41,000 in my
district—were enrolled, at the time
this law was established, in Medicare
Advantage programs.

You know, under this bill, under this
new law, Medicare gets whacked by
$5600 billion, and the reports indicate
one out of two seniors might lose their
Medicare Advantage across the coun-
try.

Look, I want a patient-centered
health care system. It’s your life. It’s
your health. You should have the right
to choose your doctor and your hos-
pital and make those decisions. We will
address, with our replacement bill, pre-
existing conditions, making sure Kkids
who are in college or up to 26 or what-
ever the age is decided by the com-
mittee are going to be able to be cov-
ered by your insurance.

But I'll tell you what. In the law that
is on the books today, it drives up the
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cost of health care, it drives up pre-
miums, and it adds to the Nation’s debt
when you look at it in the long term,
according to CBO.

The manager at Taurus Freight, a
small freight logistics business in
Bend, Oregon, told me recently, be-
cause of the 1099 reporting provision in
this bill, she’s going to quit buying
from various businesses, consolidate.
It’s going to cost jobs and put new
headaches on small businesses.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. UPTON. I yield the gentleman an
additional 30 seconds.

Mr. WALDEN. And I think that’s one
of the big arguments here that I get
from the people out in my district is:
Why did the government take over
this, put all of these other provisions
in, ram a bill through the House that
creates this new trillion dollar entitle-
ment that costs jobs and doesn’t drive
down the cost of health care?

We can do better than this, given the
chance. And under the Republicans, the
committees will actually have a
chance to work on a bill for replace-
ment and everybody can participate
from both sides of the aisle. And we
will get it right and get to a patient-
centered health care system in Amer-
ica that does reform the current sys-
tem and drives down costs.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1% minutes to the distinguished rank-
ing member of the Rules Committee,
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
SLAUGHTER).

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
speak to you today on behalf of the
women of America, the millions of
whom I will never meet but are set to
receive countless protections from the
Affordable Care Act by the time it is
fully implemented in 2014.

Health care reform is a major victory
for women, and any attempt to repeal
or defund this legislation is simply un-
fair to us, our daughters, our mothers,
and our grandmothers. The fact of the
matter is that the Affordable Care Act
ends the widespread discrimination
that has existed and will come back
against women in the health care sys-
tem.

It took us decades until we passed
this bill to make it illegal, finally, for
insurance companies to charge women
higher premiums and stop the egre-
gious practice of charging them 48 per-
cent more and to not cover domestic
violence victims. Yes, that’s right. In
eight States and the District of Colum-
bia, insurance would not cover victims
of domestic violence on the grounds, I
assume, that it might happen again.

Equally egregious, women were rou-
tinely denied health insurance if they
had children. In many places preg-
nancy was considered a preexisting
condition, as were D&Cs. But both of
those reprehensible practices are out-
lawed in the passage of the Affordable
Health Care.

Thanks to the new law, women do
not have to worry any more about
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being treated as second-class citizens
or being discriminated against for
being a woman.

But that’s not where the Dbenefits
end. When it’s fully implemented, all
maternity services will be included in
health insurance plans. They will no
longer be able to deny coverage or
charge higher premiums for people who
have had C-sections or pregnancy.

| speak to you today on behalf of the
women of America, the millions whom | will
never meet, but are set to receive countless
protections from the Affordable Care Act by
the time it is fully implemented in 2014. Health
care reform is a major victory for women and
any attempt to repeal or defund the legislation
is simply unfair to us, our daughters, our
mothers, and our grandmothers.

The fact of the matter is that the Affordable
Care Act ends widespread discrimination
against women within the healthcare system.
Now the Republican Majority is proposing to
replace this legislation with a resolution, an-
other promise to America. What do they prom-
ise? Quite simply, that they will figure out a
new healthcare plan at some point in the fu-
ture, and in the meantime you’re on your own.

It took us decades to finally make it illegal
for insurance companies to charge women
higher premiums, and to stop the egregious
practice of discrimination against domestic vio-
lence victims. It is unfathomable to take these
protections away in exchange for a vague
promise of some help down the road.

Prior to passage of the Affordable Care Act,
women faced severe discrimination from
health insurance companies. Through a prac-
tice known as ‘“gender rating,” women who
purchased insurance on the individual market
faced the prospect of paying 48 percent more
in premium costs than men.

Equally egregious, women were routinely
denied health insurance coverage if they had
been victims of domestic violence. Shocking
as it is, insurance companies often classified
domestic violence as a “pre-existing condition”
and it was completely legal for insurance com-
panies to deny coverage to domestic violence
victims in eight states and the District of Co-
lumbia.

No more. Both of these morally reprehen-
sible practices are outlawed with the passage
of the Affordable Care Act. Thanks to the new
law, women no longer have to worry about
being discriminated against for being born a
woman.

This is not where benefits for women end.
By the time the Affordable Care Act is fully im-
plemented in 2014:

Maternity services will be included in all
health insurance plans offered as part of the
health insurance exchanges.

Insurance companies will no longer be al-
lowed to deny coverage or charge higher pre-
miums for women with “pre-existing condi-
tions” like C-sections or pregnancy.

Insurance companies will no longer be al-
lowed to place “lifetime limits” on health bene-
fits for women, and end care when it is need-
ed the most.

Women who do not have access to insur-
ance through employers will be able to obtain
insurance through health insurance ex-
changes. These exchanges are being de-
signed as we speak to offer a wide selection
of health insurance plans at competitive rates.

Women will receive free preventative health
services, from mammograms to pap smears.
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The “donut hole” in Medicare Part D will be
closed through the Affordable Care Act, help-
ing women pay for healthcare as they grow
older.

All these benefits and protections are pro-
vided to women while lowering our Nation’s
deficit—a priority of both parties.

The choice is clear. For the health and well-
being of our Nation’s women, we must end
this ill-advised attempt at repeal, and imple-
ment the valuable protections of the Affordable
Care Act.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, before I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. SULLIVAN), I yield 30
seconds to the gentlelady from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN).

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, in
reference to the comments that were
just made about women in the health
care law, I would just remind the body
one of our primary concerns with this
legislation was the way in which
women would be adversely impacted
when you look at the comparative re-
sults board and the fact that they were
going to change the ratings that were
coming from the task forces, and it
would be more difficult for women
under the age of 50 and over the age of
75 to get mammograms. And I use that
as an example.

We need this bill off the books.

Mr. UPTON. Again, I yield 1 minute
to the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
SULLIVAN).

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of legislation to re-
peal ObamaCare. This health care law
is bad for patients, bad for doctors, bad
for small businesses, and terrible for
our troubled economy.

I hear from small business owners
across the First Congressional District
every day. Many are being forced to
cut back on health benefits. They can’t
afford to hire new employees, and they
are scared to death that ObamaCare
will put them out of business.

Not only is this unconstitutional to
force the American people to purchase
government-approved health insurance,
but this prescription for disaster has
put our Nation on a path to bank-
ruptcy by adding billions of dollars to
our already record-setting deficit.

In addition, ObamaCare actually re-
verses over 30 years of bipartisan ef-
forts to keep tax dollars from funding
abortions, which I find reprehensible.

Mr. Speaker, repealing ObamaCare is
not the end of the debate over reform-
ing our health care system. It’s the
first step in implementing a health
care system that works for all Ameri-
cans without costly, unconstitutional
government mandates that destroy
jobs.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Col-
orado (Ms. DEGETTE).

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, over and
over today I’'ve heard supporters of this
bill saying it is just the first step, then
maybe they’ll think about fixing the
bill. Well, tell that to the millions of
Americans who are now reaping the
benefits of the legislation, who, if this
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actually became law, would lose what
they have only just now gained: Citi-
zens whose children suffer from diabe-
tes or asthma and have finally been
able to get coverage; citizens like the
small business owners I met with last
fall in Denver who, because of the
health reform law’s tax credits, are fi-
nally able to get health insurance for
their employees; and citizens like the
next generation of our country’s lead-
ers, like my young neighbor who has
type 1 diabetes and is going to college
but knows he will have insurance and
he can stay on his parents’ insurance.

I keep hearing ‘‘repeal and replace,”
but, frankly, Mr. Speaker, that’s not
what we’re doing today. We’re repeal-
ing these benefits that help millions of
Americans and we are replacing them
with nothing.

If the proponents of this bill really
intended to cover these things, why
didn’t they just put the 10 pages that
my colleague talked about in the bill?
The reason is because, if you want to
give benefits like this to millions of
Americans, to young people, to women
with gender disparity, and to small
businesses, you have to have com-
prehensive reform.
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We all know it. And that’s why we
need to resist this effort. We need to
resist repealing this legislation. And
we need to work together across the
aisle to implement it in a way that
helps every single American.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, before I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. TERRY), I yield 30 sec-
onds to the gentleman from Texas, Dr.
BURGESS.

Mr. BURGESS.
tleman for yielding.

You know, the fact is on those tax
credits for small business, they are so
confusing—and I hear this from my
small businesses all the time back
home—no one understands how to ac-
tually make those benefits work. And
they are time limited. They will soon
expire.

But here’s the real deal. If you really
wanted to help small business, let’s re-
peal that 1099 provision. Why was it
even in there? Well, one reason, so the
IRS could enforce the mandate. But
the other reason was maybe they’re
going to need a value-added tax in
order to pay for this monstrosity. Let’s
repeal it and get it done the right way.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. TERRY).

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I embrace
this opportunity to repeal this trillion-
dollar tragedy. That’s the cost of it
over 6 years; yet in order to make their
numbers work so they can come here
and argue that this is deficit neutral,
they only have benefits for 6 years. It’s
full of gimmicks like that. The reality
is that it’s raising taxes to the amount
of $569 billion. That is a job killer. And
it hurts senior health care by taking
$523 billion out of Medicare over the

I thank the gen-
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next 10 years and puts bureaucrats in
charge of your health care. That’s
wrong. That’s a tragedy.

What we will do right is in the next
phase. Starting very soon in our com-
mittee, we will begin an open process,
not the one that was used where a bill
was written in the Speaker’s office and
then driven to the House floor with no
amendments allowed. We will do this
right. We will have the people involved.
This whole body will be involved. Even
the other side of the party is going to
be involved in our committee, which
we weren’t allowed before. So we will
do this right and do it right for the
American citizens.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself 15 seconds.

Mr. Speaker, I have heard talk on the
other side of the aisle about small busi-
ness, but I would point out that repeal
would eliminate tax credits for small
businesses. In Mr. BURGESS’s district,
there are up to 13,600 small businesses
that are eligible for the tax credit, and
repeal would force these small busi-
nesses to drop coverage or bear the full
costs of coverage themselves.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Mrs. CAPPS).

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to this misguided
and costly legislation. First, I think we
should be spending our time here on
creating jobs instead of rehashing set-
tled law. Secondly, I want to speak on
behalf of the millions of Americans al-
ready benefiting from the strong con-
sumer protections in this law. Across
the country, parents now know that
their children can be insured after
graduation from high school or college.

Seniors in the dreaded doughnut hole
have received help to pay for prescrip-
tion drugs and now can have a free
physical each year. And women no
longer have to worry about paying
higher premiums, because insurance
companies often consider females a
preexisting condition. And all Ameri-
cans are now eligible for free preven-
tive screenings. People already sick
can no longer be dropped from their
plans. Lifetime and annual coverage
limits, that fine print that can thrust a
family into bankruptcy just because
someone gets sick, these are gone. Be-
cause the law bans insurance compa-
nies from excluding folks from pre-
existing conditions, people who need
insurance the most can now have ac-
cess to it.

For some of my colleagues, these im-
portant provisions may seem abstract;
but for my constituent Gwendolyn
Strong and her family, this law means
everything. Before, the Strongs lived in
constant fear that Gwendolyn, diag-
nosed with spinal muscular atrophy,
would reach her policy’s lifetime limit
and then become uninsurable because
she has a preexisting condition. But
the consumer protections in the Af-
fordable Care Act mean that Gwen-
dolyn will receive the care that she
needs, and her family is protected from
bankruptcies.
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A vote for this misguided bill will put
the future of the Strong family and
millions of other families at risk again.
The impact is real. In my district,
Medicare benefits will be taken from
100,000 seniors. It will raise taxes on
over 16,000 small businesses. And none
of us can afford the $230 billion that re-
peal will add to our deficit. That’s why
I am urging my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle, for the sake of the
Strong family, for the sake of all fami-
lies, vote ‘“no’” on H.R. 2.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania, Dr. MURPHY.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, Republicans agree, and we
want families to keep their kids on
their plans if they wish. And last Con-
gress that’s why we offered proposals
that would have allowed dependent
children to stay on their parents’
plans. But once again, the other side is
trying to hide 3,000 pages of a law by
discussing only 10 pages. We all want
to work on this, and we will achieve
this in the replacement bill.

But the other side also fails to men-
tion the other part of this 2,900 pages
that will ignore what’s going to cause
health insurance premiums to go up 17
percent because of this care plan. What
good is coverage on a policy if a family
can’t afford it?

On another issue, chronic illness con-
sumes 70 percent of health care costs
and 90 percent of Medicare. The health
care bill, however, cuts $500 billion
from Medicare, and much of that by
eliminating chronic care management
that otherwise could save lives and
money. So for 7.4 million seniors on
Medicare Advantage, if you like your
plan, you can’t keep it.

So what does chronic disease man-
agement do? UPMC in Pittsburgh re-
duced hospitalization rates for dia-
betics by 75 percent. Washington Hos-
pital in Pennsylvania cut readmission
rates 50 percent for heart disease. And
Gateway Health Plan reduced asthma
readmissions by 28 percent. It’s better
care at lower cost; but the health care
bill says if you’re sick, you’re on your
own.

Tragically, it pays to amputate the
feet of a diabetic, but won’t pay a
nurse $5 to make sure you are fol-
lowing up on prescriptions, therapies,
diets, and treatments. The new law
does have a pilot and grant program to
be sure, but you will find no reimburse-
ment code for disease management.
That’s why we must repeal and replace
this bill for the sake of our seniors and
for the sake of our children.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. DOYLE).

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to H.R. 2, the Patients’
Rights Repeal Act.

Day after day, new studies are show-
ing just what’s at stake in this debate
over health care reform. The Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services re-
leased a staggering report stating that
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up to 129 million Americans with pre-
existing medical conditions could lose
their newly enacted protection from in-
surance company discrimination. The
CBO has reported that this Republican
repeal bill would add $230 billion to the
Federal debt. The Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid found that repealing
health care reform would reduce the
solvency of the Medicare program by 12
years.

Repeal of last year’s health care re-
forms would raise insurance costs for
people in my home district of Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, and across the
country, whether they are small busi-
ness owners, retirees, working Ameri-
cans, or recent college graduates.
Health care reform took power away
from the insurance companies and gave
it back to the American consumers.
Repeal of this reform would allow pri-
vate health insurance companies to go
back to the practice of cherry-picking
low-risk customers and sticking it to
the rest of us. What’s more, it would
increase prescription drug costs for
seniors who fall into the doughnut
hole, raising the average cost of pre-
scription drugs for these seniors by
over $500 this year and by over $3,000 in
2020.

In a nutshell, the Republican repeal
means this: children with preexisting
conditions denied coverage; young peo-
ple up to age 26 can’t stay on their par-
ents’ plans; pregnant women and breast
and prostate cancer patients could be
thrown off their insurance policies;
seniors will pay more for their drugs;
the deficit will increase by $230 billion;
small businesses pay higher taxes.

That doesn’t sound very good to me.
Repeal helps no one, no one but the in-
surance industry. I adamantly oppose
this effort to repeal this health care re-
form bill.
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Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, before I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Texas, Dr. BURGESS, I yield 30 seconds
to the gentleman from Georgia, Dr.
GINGREY.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, with my slow drawl, I don’t think in
30 seconds I can refute everything the
gentleman from Pennsylvania had to
say—but 120 million people with pre-
existing conditions, they would all
have to have hang nails and fever blis-
ters to have preexisting conditions.
And if you believe those statistics, I've
got a beach I can sell you in Pennsyl-
vania.

This business about $230 billion sav-
ings, we’ve already discussed that.
They use 10 years of revenue and 6
yvears of charges. It’s smoke and mir-
rors.

And, finally, on the issue of the
doughnut hole, the drug companies
have already solved that problem.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas,
Dr. BURGESS, the vice chair of the
Health Subcommittee.

Mr. BURGESS. 1 thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.
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Mr. Speaker, it is important that we
have this vote today, and it is impor-
tant that we vote to repeal this legisla-
tion. Let me be clear: I was for and
supportive of reforming the health care
system, but the law that was passed
does not do what was necessary to be
done.

We heard from our constituents over
and over again in the summer of 2009:
don’t mess up what we all have and
please do something to help us with
costs. We ignored them on both counts.

I am troubled because of the drafting
errors in this law. I am troubled be-
cause we have had not a single over-
sight hearing in the 10 months since
this law was passed. And I am troubled
because from the start the government
takeover of health care has provided
numerous red flags to which Congress
has not responded.

Secret deals: what about the five
groups of health care providers, doc-
tors, insurance companies, medical de-
vice manufacturers, drug companies,
who were all invited down to the White
House, along with a labor union, to
kind of come up with some ideas for
health care reform. They came out to
the Rose Garden and said, We saved $2
trillion. I simply asked for that infor-
mation in a committee hearing and
was denied. $2 trillion in savings, and I
am asked to believe that no one wrote
anything down?

This was not transparency; this was a
photo op. How could we ever be ex-
pected to be legislators if we are not
even knowing that the ending was
written before the bill was even on the
floor?

The President promised the Amer-
ican people that there would be open
hearings and meetings that would be
televised on C-SPAN, but that didn’t
happen.

Amendment after amendment was of-
fered in committee. Some were, in fact,
accepted by Chairman WAXMAN and the
Democrats, but then the bill went to
the Speaker’s office. The Speaker,
along with the White House, rewrote
the bill. It doubled in size, it came to
the floor, and it was pushed through.

Why even have the committee hear-
ings if Speaker PELOSI and the White
House are going to rewrite the bill to
suit their needs?

Inattentive construction was all over
the place in this legislation. The Presi-
dent kept saying, if you like what you
have, you can keep it. But apparently
that’s only true for some people.

Now, many people felt that Members
of Congress actually ought to take
what they were forcing the American
people to take.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. UPTON. I yield the gentleman an
additional 30 seconds.

Mr. BURGESS. But, in fact, that was
not true. Members of Congress are re-
quired now to be covered under the ex-
change. Their staffs are required to be
covered under the exchange.

But are there exemptions? Yes, com-
mittee staff and senior leadership staff

The
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are not required to be covered under
the exchanges; neither are the White
House occupants. It ought to be the
same for everyone. These loopholes
need to be closed.

The difficulties in this bill are just
too legion to mention. If it could have
fixed the problem, I would have been
for it; but it is a destructive and per-
nicious blight, and the expansion of the
Federal debt truly does threaten the
very fabric of our Republic.

Mr. PALLONE. I yield myself 15 sec-
onds.

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to men-
tion the gentleman from Texas was de-
crying the HHS study about pre-
existing conditions. These are very se-
rious preexisting conditions: heart dis-
ease, cancer, asthma, arthritis, high
blood pressure. They are people that
have had their policies canceled or
they couldn’t get insurance because of
these preexisting conditions. I don’t
think they should be belittled.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. HARMAN).

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, today’s
health care repeal debate reminds me
of tennis great John McEnroe’s famous
rant, ‘““You can’t be serious.”

Everyone knows this vote is sym-
bolic, putting off for another day the
hard work of revising portions of this
historic law that need attention, or
adding provisions that would greatly
improve the law.

There is no disagreement about the
need to repeal the 1099 requirement for
small business, but we should also add
provisions to allow the government to
bargain for lower drug prices and cre-
ate more competition among health
care plans. To me, that’s what the pub-
lic option was for.

Health care changes already in effect
are helping people in my district. Five
thousand seniors received $250 last year
to help cover the doughnut hole por-
tion of their Medicare prescription
drug costs, and they will get 50 percent
drug discounts this year; 49,000 people
under age 26 are now covered by their
parents’ insurance plans; 1,100 local
families who went bankrupt due to
health care expenses before the law was
enacted no longer fear lifetime limits
on insurance coverage; people like
Elleni M., who suffers from Graves’ dis-
ease and has gone without health in-
surance since 2000, can no longer be de-
nied coverage.

There are similar statistics and sto-
ries in every congressional district.

But let me highlight one more issue
brought into stark relief by the recent
rampage in Tucson. Our colleague,
GABBY GIFFORDS, and other shooting
victims received top-notch, timely care
at the University of Arizona Medical
Center’s level 1 trauma facility. Such
facilities give victims of severe injuries
a 25 percent greater chance of survival.
The law the House is poised to repeal
expands level 1 trauma care through
Medicaid and discretionary grants.

My home is home to the Harbor-
UCLA Medical Center level 1 trauma

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

center, and that’s where victims of a
natural disaster, a terrorist attack, or
another Tucson-like massacre will be
brought. We can’t be serious if we cut
aid to level 1 trauma centers.

Mr. Speaker, bipartisanship is hard,
and it sadly won’t start with this vote.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN).

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of the repeal of this
measure. The health care law this body
passed last year means well, but we all
know that it will never deliver on the
promises that my colleagues have
made.

Let me tell you why this is not a rant
and why we are serious. Earlier, the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROE)
spoke to the body on this. ObamaCare
makes the same fundamental mistakes
that TennCare in Tennessee made. Do
we not learn from our mistakes?

ObamaCare and TennCare bet that
the near-term cost incurred by Wash-
ington’s health care mandates will be
made up by long-term savings. That’s
10 years of revenue for 6 years of ex-
penses. Tennessee lost that bet, and it
nearly bankrupted the State. Unless we
repeal ObamaCare, America will go
down the same road.

We know hundreds of mandates,
thousands of mandates, and hundreds
of bureaucracies don’t add up to a sav-
ings. By repealing and replacing, we
can keep the promises we made last
year, better care at lower cost; but we
can do it in a way that will deliver
through competition, not mandates.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday I met with everyday Ameri-
cans in Chicago who shared with me
their personal stories, tragic stories
but common stories, about how our
flawed health care system has dev-
astated their lives. At its core, access
to health care is a moral issue.

Midge Hough told me how her 24-
year-old daughter-in-law, Jennifer, and
her unborn child both died because
Jennifer could not find health insur-
ance because of a preexisting condi-
tion. Her preexisting condition? A prior
pregnancy.

By the time emergency health care
was mobilized, it was too late for Jen-
nifer and her baby. She left behind her
husband and a 2-year-old.

Today, the Affordable Care Act man-
dates that pregnancy is no longer con-
sidered a preexisting condition.

David Zoltan has diabetes, and be-
cause of his preexisting condition he
couldn’t get insurance after losing his
job 2 years ago. He is holding the insu-
lin that he needs to live; but thanks to
the Affordable Care Act, David has cov-
erage under Illinois’ preexisting-condi-
tion plan and no longer ends up in the
emergency room to get his lifesaving
insulin.

The Republican plan puts the insur-
ance companies right back in the driv-
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er’s seat to decide who they will and
won’t insure based on profitability,
how much they will charge, what bene-
fits they will cover.

The Affordable Care Act ends insur-
ance company abuses, creates rules of
the road, and puts Americans in
charge.
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The Republican plan is not health
care. For millions of Americans, it
means no care.

Mr. UPTON. I yield 15 seconds to the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
SCALISE).

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, preven-
tion of discrimination against people
with preexisting conditions was some-
thing we presented last year. It is
something that’s going to be one of the
hallmarks of our replace bill. I hope
the gentlelady supports us in pre-
venting discrimination against pre-
existing conditions. That’s part of the
actual replacement that we are going
to put forward that is real reform.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the Member from New
Hampshire (Mr. BASS).

Mr. BASS of New Hampshire. I thank
the distinguished chairman of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee. Mr.
Speaker, this health care reform bill
was a bad bill passed at the wrong mo-
ment. It is, in my opinion, one of the
major reasons why we face such eco-
nomic uncertainty in this country.
Businesses don’t know what it will cost
to hire somebody. Businesses don’t
know what’s coming down. Employers
don’t know what the world is going to
be like. And consumers feel the same
way.

Now, in the course of this debate,
we’ve talked about the issue of pre-
existing conditions and how the Repub-
licans are not going to allow for pre-
existing conditions to be included in
their alternative. Nothing could be far-
ther from the truth. Republicans have
consistently offered proposals to give
individuals with preexisting conditions
medical access to affordable health
care coverage; but we will do it in a
way that will be predictable, it will be
fair, it will be competitive, it will save
costs, it will make health care trans-
parent, and it will keep premiums
down. We have an opportunity now to
make changes that should have been
made from the very beginning.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, could I
ask again about the time remaining on
each side.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New Jersey has 18% min-
utes remaining. The gentleman from
Michigan has 234 minutes remaining.

Mr. PALLONE. At this time I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GONZALEZ).

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in opposition to this bill. My first ob-
servation is, after hearing my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
this morning, it reminds me of the
movie ‘‘Groundhog Day,” the same
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thing over and over again, same old
same old.

My advice would be that taking your
notes from 2009 and 2010 are stale and
irrelevant today. Now some, I guess the
cynics out there, are wondering why
you would proceed with this measure
as soon as you took over the majority.
Some would say that it is just political
theater, but I venture to guess that
there’s another reason: time is not on
your side. The more time you allow for
this bill and its full implementation,
you lose your argument because you're
wrong.

You said it was a government take-
over of health care. Wrong. Time has
proven you wrong. You said it would be
costing thousands and thousands of
jobs by now. You were wrong. And with
the passage of more time, that only
will be solidified that you misread it.

I'm not questioning your intent or
sincerity, but you just were simply
wrong. Because what happened in the
interim? People found out that they
were able to get insurance for their
children despite preexisting conditions.
They could keep their children up to
age 26 years on their policies. Seniors
were helped with the problems they
faced with the doughnut hole. That’s
what’s happened. So I understand.

You were in charge for 12 years and
did nothing. We moved forward with
something meaningful, and all you can
think of is to go back to the inaction.

And you say ‘‘replace.” Then why do
you force repeal without a discussion
to the American people of what you
want to replace it with? Isn’t that a
fair assumption? You were wrong in
2009. You were wrong in 2010. And you
are wrong today.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind all Members to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, before I
yield 1 minute to Dr. GINGREY of Geor-
gia, I would like to yield 15 seconds to
Dr. BURGESS of Texas.

Mr. BURGESS. I thank the chair-
man. And I would address to the chair-
man: the gentleman who previously
spoke must understand that this legis-
lation was litigated in front of the
American people for the last 2 years.
They rendered their verdict, and the
jury verdict in November was, ‘“We re-
ject what you have done. We want
something better.” That’s what this
process is about today.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I would
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Georgia, Dr. GINGREY.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, the gentleman from Texas who just
spoke was right about not causing
thousands of job losses. It cost 4 mil-
lion lost jobs since the Democrats took
over in 2007.

Mr. Speaker, I have seen a number of
posters here this morning showing
really fairly well-to-do people strug-
gling with health care issues. I don’t
have a poster; but if I had one, it would
show men and women all over this
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country in cities holding soup cans in
line waiting, hoping desperately to get
a job. And I will guarantee you, every
one of them would take those jobs even
if they didn’t have health insurance.

The point here, Mr. Speaker, is the
Democratic priority was entirely
wrong. Yes, it’s something they’ve
been wanting to do since the 1930s; and,
yes, it’s something the American peo-
ple didn’t want since the 1930s. Every
time it’s come up, the American people
don’t want the government to take
over health care. They have rejected it
time and time again.

We will vote for H.R. 2 and pass it.
And if the Senate and the President
want to ignore the will of the Amer-
ican people, they do it at their own
peril.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 15 seconds.

I hear talk on the other side of the
aisle about jobs, but I would point out
that under Democratic policies, includ-
ing health reform, there’s been a
strong private sector job growth this
past year. In 2010, there have been 12
straight months of private sector job
growth. And under the Obama adminis-
tration overall this past year, we have
created a total of 1.3 million new pri-
vate sector jobs.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. SCALISE).

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, with the
exception of a liberal in Congress, the
only person that would suggest that
this ObamaCare law would actually re-
duce the deficit has got to be an Enron
accountant.

If you look at this bill, it rations
care, it raises health care costs for
families—yes, that was scored to raise
the cost of health care. It’s actually
pushing thousands of doctors out of the
practice of medicine.

This job-killing bill is not reform.
What we need to do is go back to the
table and actually repeal this and re-
place it with real reform. But if all of
my colleagues on the other side are
correct in what they’re saying about
what’s good about this, then why is it
that when this bill was in committee,
we actually brought up an amendment
that said, if this is so good, all the
Members of Congress have to join the
government option. Guess what hap-
pened, Mr. Speaker? Every single mem-
ber of the committee who voted for
this bill voted to exempt themselves
from it. So clearly that tells you, if
you’re not willing to put your money
where your mouth is, it’s not good law.

Let’s repeal this and start over with
real reforms that actually lower the
cost of health care, that address real
problems like making sure people with
a preexisting condition can’t be dis-
criminated against. Let’s restore the
doctor-patient relationship. That
starts with repeal.

Mr. PALLONE. I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
INSLEE).

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I'm op-
posed to this effort to repeal a bill, a
reform bill without anything to replace
it at hand. It’s asking Americans to
jump without a parachute and without
a net. And it’s the wrong thing to do
because we are a country that has al-
ways moved forward.

I want to mention two ways this bill
moves forward which we should not re-
peal. One is that we have finally ad-
dressed this horrific geographic dis-
parity where physicians and hospitals
get treated differently, unfairly around
the country. We finally are fixing that,
long, long overdue.

And, second, this bill really helps us
move forward to reduce waste in our
medical industry. A Dartmouth study
suggested as much as 30 percent of all
the things we do have been wasted in
health care because we haven’t had the
right incentives.

Where I come from in Washington
State, we’re doing things that we need
to export around the country to stop
waste in medicine. At Virginia Mason
they just won the national Leapfrog to
the Top Award, where they’ve saved
over $1 million a year just by bringing
efficiencies in how you provide sup-
plies. At GroupHealth, they’ve reduced
the readmission rate by about one-
third by bringing efficiencies to the
system.

At the Providence-Everett Hospital, I
was so impressed when I met a Dr.
Brevig, a cardiac physician, who
brought some efficiencies in how they
handle cardiac patients. So instead of
moving the patient all around, they
bring the physicians to the patient. Do
you know what? They’ve knocked al-
most a full day off the time you have
to be in a hospital, and they’ve reduced
the infection rate by almost one-half,
improving quality.

0 1340

At Children’s Hospital, they are
building a hospital which uses 30 per-
cent less square footage than the aver-
age hospital.

These are the types of efficiencies
that we need to reduce the rate of med-
ical inflation. This is one of the rea-
sons that the Congressional Budget Of-
fice found that this bill will actually
reduce the deficit by $230 billion. Let’s
keep moving forward and not go back-
wards. Defeat this bill.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATTA).

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
express my strong opposition to
ObamaCare. ObamaCare will single-
handedly have more negative ramifica-
tions on the American economy than
any bill passed in our Nation’s history.
If not repealed, the $1.2 trillion govern-
ment takeover of health care will in-
crease the cost of care, eliminate jobs,
and cause budget deficits and the na-
tional debt to explode.

The Democrats’ health care takeover
contains $5669 billion in taxes, increased
government spending, a half-trillion-
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dollar cut in Medicare, increased costs
to the States, and mandates on busi-
nesses. All of these are hurting the
economy and making it harder for
small businesses to create jobs and get
people back to work. We need greater
competition and more choices for con-
sumers.

Since this bill became law last
spring, I have heard the same message
across the Fifth Congressional District:
Businesses aren’t hiring new employ-
ees, buying new machinery, or expand-
ing their businesses because of in-
creases in costs under the legislation.
Imposing these higher costs on busi-
nesses will lead to lower wages and
fewer workers.

Mr. PALLONE. I yield myself 15 sec-
onds.

Mr. Speaker, I heard the gentleman
from Louisiana say that Members of
Congress were not in the exchange, and
that is simply not the case. And I don’t
want to hear it repeated from the other
side of the aisle. This current bill that
we passed says that Members of Con-
gress have to go into the exchange and
have the same health care benefits
through the exchange as any other
American. So don’t keep repeating that
because it is simply not true.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. UPTON. I yield 30 seconds to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS)
to respond to that.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, it is im-
portant that Members of Congress un-
derstand the parameters here. Indeed,
we are required to buy our health in-
surance in the insurance exchanges as
provided under the health care law.
There are no insurance exchanges as
they exist right now, so it is anybody’s
guess. We are probably still under the
Federal Employees Health Benefits
Plan, but nobody is actually certain
about that. What is certain is that
there were exemptions. There were ex-
emptions for senior staff, senior leader-
ship staff, committee staff, the White
House, and political appointees in the
Federal agencies. Everyone should be
treated equally. Some are not more
equal than others.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Iowa
(Mr. LATHAM).

Mr. LATHAM. I thank the chairman
of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important
to understand and remember how we
got here. When the Senate passed their
bill on Christmas Eve of 2009, there was
not a soul on either side of the aisle in
the House of Representatives who
thought that that turkey would work.
The bill that they passed, everybody
knew it was bad. So when it became
procedurally impossible to change it,
the Democrats decided to push for this
bill that everyone understood would
not work, and that is what we are deal-
ing with today.

I think it is very promising that
now—Iowa just yesterday joined a law-
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suit so there is a majority of the States
in this country that now say let’s re-
peal this, that the individual mandate
is unconstitutional.

So not only are we stuck with a hor-
rible bill, an unconstitutional bill that
everyone knows and understood back
then would never work, now they want
to preserve this. We have got to repeal
this and replace it with commonsense
reforms that will actually work for the
American people.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, how much
time is remaining on both sides?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New Jersey has 14%2 min-
utes and the gentleman from Michigan
has 18%2 minutes.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from
Washington (Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS).

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, we can do better. There are
many reasons to start over on health
care reform. Do it right, and listen to
the American people.

Number one, the current bill further
destroys jobs at a time when we need
jobs.

Number two, it actually increases
our health care costs.

Three, it increases
spending.

Four, it raises taxes on hardworking
families and small businesses.

Five, it takes away our choice of
physicians.

Six, it cuts Medicare for seniors.
Good-bye Medicare Advantage.

Seven, it threatens our world-class
quality health care system.

Eight, it will add to our already
growing budget deficit.

Nine, it includes taxpayer funding for
abortions.

Ten, it is unconstitutional. And there
are many, many more.

I encourage my colleagues to join me
in supporting H.R. 2, and let’s start the
process of repealing this bill, the cur-
rent health care reform bill, and re-
placing it with a bill that America de-
serves and America wants.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN).

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of hundreds of thou-
sands of Wisconsin families who have
already begun to benefit from health
care reform. I am mindful of the chil-
dren, young adults, and seniors who
would lose access to affordable health
care coverage should the measure Re-
publicans are pushing today to repeal
our recently passed health care law
come to pass.

Over the years, I have heard thou-
sands of stories from constituents
about their struggles to find access to
affordable health coverage. This year,
my constituents’ calls and letters have
changed. They have transformed into
stories of thanks and gratitude.

I think of Kate of Fitchburg, Wis-
consin, whose family has already seen
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the benefits of this law in the short
time its provisions have been in effect.
Kate recently shared with me how her
16-year-old daughter, Maggie, had been
unable to receive affordable health
care coverage because she was born
prematurely with a genetic anomaly
that requires frequent doctors’ visits.
However, as a result of health care re-
form, Maggie is no longer denied health
coverage because of her preexisting
condition. Kate also has the peace of
mind knowing that once her daughter
becomes an adult, she can remain on
Kate’s health insurance until she turns

6.

Additionally, Kate’s parents are both
on Medicare and have fallen into the
prescription drug doughnut hole. As a
result of our recently passed health
care law, they have already received
additional help to pay for their medica-
tions.

Unfortunately, Kate’s family would
no longer enjoy these benefits should
this measure we are considering today
to repeal the health care reform law
succeed. And Kate’s family isn’t alone.
Under repeal, 147,000 young adults in
Wisconsin would stand to lose their in-
surance coverage through their par-
ents’ health care plans. And once
again, people would be discriminated
against because of preexisting condi-
tions. And 46,000 Wisconsin seniors
would face higher prescription drug
costs. I urge my colleagues to oppose
this measure.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. HARPER).

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, the so-
called Affordable Care Act is nothing
short of politics above economics. This
penalizing law is loaded with excessive
constraints and oppressive Federal
mandates on States. As Medicaid rolls
rise, State revenues continue to fall,
and this law only increases the chal-
lenges governors face in their attempts
to balance their budgets.

Instead of granting State executives
the authority to tailor their Medicaid
programs to their State’s diverse popu-
lations, the Affordable Care Act imple-
ments a one-size-fits-all maintenance
of effort provision which restricts
States from changing their Medicaid
programs.

Republicans want to provide States
with the flexibility they need to man-
age their health programs. This is sim-
ply one reason why I am committed to
repealing this carelessly crafted health
care law and replacing it with reforms
centered on decreasing costs and pro-
tecting our middle class jobs.

Mr. PALLONE. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. LANCE).
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Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 2, an impor-
tant first step toward implementing
sustainable health care reform that our
Nation can afford.
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The health care law passed last year
includes sleights of hand to mask the
true cost of the measure. For example,
6 years of entitlements and subsidies
are paid by 10 years of taxes, and pre-
miums are collected for the first 10
years for a long-term care program
with no benefits during that period.

Douglas Holtz-Eakin said it best
when he wrote in today’s Wall Street
Journal that the health care law is ‘‘all
about budget gimmicks, deceptive ac-
counting, and implausible assumptions
used to create the false impression of
fiscal discipline.”

Failure to repeal the health care law
will add an additional $700 billion to
our national deficit in the next 10
years. However, we can work together
in a bipartisan capacity to enact com-
monsense health care solutions that
lower health care costs without raising
taxes or adding to our national debt.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Lou-
isiana, Dr. Cassidy.

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. Speaker, I discuss
this bill as a doctor who has been
treating the uninsured for 20 years.

Now, opponents of repeal argue that
this gives Americans insurance, but
what in truth it often gives is Med-
icaid. Now, Medicaid is a Federal-State
program, which is often called ‘“‘welfare
medicine,”” and it is a program which is
destroying State budgets.

Last spring, the New York Times
spoke about how this has implications
for patient care. They spoke of a
woman on Michigan Medicaid with
metastatic cancer who could not find
an oncologist because Michigan Med-
icaid had been cut so much because of
Michigan’s budget problems.

Carol died a week after the article.
That’s Medicaid.

Now, the supporters of the
ObamaCare bill believe that more peo-
ple on Medicaid is good. Republicans
disagree because what happened in
Michigan is happening across the Na-
tion.

Last year, before this bill was passed,
20 States cut Medicaid payments, and
39 cut provider payments. This is
threatening to bankrupt them. Now
imagine what happens when their rolls
double. Mandating that 16 million more
Americans get put on Medicaid is not
health care; it is a way around State
budgets. It is the illusion of coverage
for patients.

Let’s repeal this law and pass real re-
form.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. GUTHRIE).

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I believe
the health care bill passed last year
will not only burden American families
but will also bankrupt already strug-
gling State governments.
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It has been estimated that the health
care bill will saddle Kentucky with a
$303 million unfunded mandate. This
burden will leave fewer resources avail-
able for public education, infrastruc-
ture projects, and other worthwhile
State efforts.

It is not just Kentucky. States all
across the Nation face the same di-
lemma. They are facing already dif-
ficult budget situations, and will soon
be strapped with higher Medicaid costs
as a result of the health care law. Fur-
ther, the law prohibits States from al-
tering their Medicaid offerings, essen-
tially removing their ability to contain
the rising costs.

We must stop this law from going
into effect and from further burdening
our State governments and American
families. I urge my colleagues to vote
‘‘yes.”

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD).

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Let me thank
the ranking member for the time and
certainly thank him for his leadership
on our committee.

Mr. Speaker, as we debate the Repub-
lican proposal to repeal health care re-
form, I hope—I truly hope—that the
American people will open their eyes
and realize that this legislation will
put insurance companies back in
charge of their health care.

I don’t know about my friends on the
other side. I don’t know what kind of
districts you represent, but I represent
a low-wealth rural district in eastern
North Carolina. My constituents need
affordable health insurance. They need
access to health care now.

In my district, this repeal would
allow insurance companies to deny cov-
erage to 261,000 individuals with pre-
existing conditions. It would eliminate
health care tax credits for up to 11,600
small businesses and 193,000 families.
The number of people without health
insurance in my district would grow by
56,000 people. It would increase the
costs to hospitals for uncompensated
care by more than $65 million, and it
would increase prescription drug costs
for 7,300 seniors who hit the Medicare
drug doughnut hole.

So I take great offense to any effort
to repeal health care reform. This re-
peal would only lead to bigger Federal
deficits and higher taxes for small busi-
nesses. Children, students, seniors, and
small businesses owners would be dev-
astated by losing these protections.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my Republican
colleagues to stop playing politics with
health care.

Open your eyes, and see the pain of
America’s working families. Listen to
the silent majority in your districts,
not the loudest people in your dis-
tricts. Reject this repeal effort, and
let’s debate ways and means of cre-
ating jobs in America.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. OLSON).

Mr. OLSON. I thank my colleague
from Michigan.
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I rise in strong support of H.R. 2.

Mr. Speaker, many of my colleagues
have come to this floor tonight to
highlight the numerous job-destroying
provisions in this new health care law.
They have outlined serious threats to
our health care system and our econ-
omy.

Now I would like to highlight some-
thing that was not included in the
law—medical liability reform.

My home State of Texas has imple-
mented liability reform with positive
results. It is a model for America to
follow. Before reform in Texas, doctors
could not afford to stay in practice.
Frivolous lawsuits were forcing them
to close their doors. Now, with reform,
they are flocking—flocking—to Texas.

Here is the proof:

Since implementation in 2003, we
have seen a 60 percent increase in the
number of doctors practicing in our
State—60 percent—and a 27 percent
drop in the cost of medical liability in-
surance premiums.

We must repeal and replace this
economy-busting health care bill by
enacting meaningful health care re-
form. On November 2, we made a prom-
ise to the American people. Today, it is
a promise kept.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from West
Virginia (Mr. MCKINLEY).

Mr. McKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, this
law needs to be repealed for a host of
reasons, especially because of its im-
pact on small businesses and seniors.

Recently, I spoke to an owner of a
coal mine in West Virginia which has
24 employees. She told me the act has
caused her annual premiums to in-
crease by $84,000.

It was the wrong approach, and it
will cost jobs.

Let’s not lose sight, though, of our
most vulnerable citizens in our soci-
ety—senior citizens. The law’s $500 bil-
lion in cuts to Medicare is unconscion-
able. Reducing benefits for some senior
citizens and jeopardizing access to
other care is unacceptable to those of
our Greatest Generation.

Congress should never have broken
its promise that it made decades ago
by cutting the health care senior citi-
zens deserve. Let’s repeal it and replace
it with something that is bipartisan,
that lowers costs, that saves jobs, and
that protects our senior citizens.

Mr. PALLONE. I yield myself 15 sec-
onds, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. MCKINLEY mentioned seniors.

I would point out that, beginning in
2011, the health care reform provides a
50 percent discount for prescription
drugs for Medicare beneficiaries. There
are 12,100 Medicare beneficiaries in
Representative MCKINLEY’s district
who benefit from these provisions. Sen-
iors benefit from this bill, and if you
repeal the bill, those seniors are going
to have a loss.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would like to note, at the present
time, the gentleman from Michigan
has 1172 minutes remaining; the gen-
tleman from New Jersey has 10% min-
utes remaining.

Mr. UPTON. I would just say I was
hoping I was going to get a few extra
seconds from people yielding back
their time, but that apparently is not
the case.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to a
member of the committee, the gen-
tleman from Colorado, Mr. CORY GARD-
NER.
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Mr. GARDNER. I thank the gen-
tleman from Michigan.

Mr. Speaker, I am here to talk about
jobs. I want to highlight a story about
what is happening to one company in
my district when it comes to this
health care bill, one company in my
district that employs 130 people, a
manufacturing a company, one of the
few left in the country. Even during
the worst of the recession, this com-
pany kept every single employee em-
ployed by having them paint houses
and rake leaves instead of firing them,
because they felt obligated to their em-
ployees.

Without this health care bill, they
predicted that their health care costs
would increase by about 5 percent.
With this health care bill, their cost
will increase by 20 percent—an addi-
tional $200,000 a year—to afford the
cost of the health care bill. That’s six
people that they could have employed
and hired and put to work, providing
them with benefits, but instead we
passed a job-destroying health care
bill.

It is time for this Congress to act to
fulfill the promise it made to America,
the promise to repeal this bill and to
put in its place solutions that will ac-
tually increase the quality of care and
decrease the cost of care. The time is
now. Let’s act before we lose one more
job.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. MATSUI).

Ms. MATSUI. I thank the gentleman
for yielding me time.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong op-
position to the bill before us. This bill
would cost the American small busi-
ness owner dearly.

In Sacramento, over 88,000 small
businesses are eligible to take advan-
tage of the tax credits provided under
the current law to help offer and afford
meaningful health insurance coverage.

Gordon, the owner of a communica-
tions firm in midtown Sacramento,
covers 100 percent of his 13 employees’
health insurance premiums. This is the
firm’s second highest expense next to
payroll. As a result of the tax credits
in the Affordable Care Act, Gordon’s
company is expecting to save roughly
25 percent in employee premiums. This
frees up much-needed capital so Gor-
don’s business can prosper and expand.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Another small business that will
grow as a result of the tax credits is a
small cafe owned by Pat and Kim in
downtown Sacramento. They currently
employ four full-time employees who
receive full benefits and 25 part-time
employees. With the savings they are
planning to see from the tax credits,
Pat and Kim will be able to hire an-
other full-time employee.

This is the type of job creation that
we need to help repair our economy
and see small businesses thrive again.
That is why repeal is so dangerous and
why the Affordable Care Act is so crit-
ical to small businesses in Sacramento
and throughout our country.

For these small businesses, I urge my
colleagues to vote ‘“‘no”’ on this bill.

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. POMPEO).

Mr. POMPEO. Madam Speaker, last
week, Kansas Attorney General Derek
Schmidt filed to join a Federal lawsuit
challenging the constitutionality of
ObamaCare, and I want to applaud At-
torney General Schmidt, Governor
Sam Brownback, and the 25 other
States that have taken on the duty of
correcting what this Congress did un-
constitutionally last cycle.

Our Nation was founded on liberty,
and that liberty was enshrined in our
Constitution. They gave to us, as Mem-
bers of Congress, certain powers, enu-
merated and very Ilimited. The
ObamaCare law strikes at the heart of
that constitutional principle and for
the first time requires every citizen of
America and Kansas to buy a health
care product or face a stiff penalty.
Never before has Congress required
anyone to buy a private product in this
way. It can’t be right. If that power
were to exist in Congress, our power
would be unlimited, and that’s not how
our Founders intended it.

I urge every one of my fellow col-
leagues to take aim at this law which
threatens our liberty, our health care
system, and jobs in America and Kan-
sas.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Vermont (Mr. WELCH).

Mr. WELCH. I thank the gentleman.

Madam Speaker, about a year ago, I
got a call from Donna, a mother who
lives in Plainfield, Vermont, and this
was her story:

She has a son who had his first job. It
paid like 9 bucks an hour and it came
with no health care, but they were ex-
cited that her son was getting out in
the workforce, learning discipline,
learning self-responsibility. But he lost
the health care because he was no
longer on her policy. He got into an ac-
cident. He’s fine, but he has $20,000 in
medical bills that were uncovered.
That is a burden on him and it’s a bur-
den on the family. When she learned
that we passed health care that in-
cluded coverage for her 21-year-old son,
she was ecstatic. It relieved an enor-
mous burden on this family because
they knew that their son would have
coverage.
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This repeal bill is taking away that
coverage for Donna’s son. Why?

The question that we have is dif-
ferent from the campaign where we
made our arguments. We now are in
Congress and we have a mutual respon-
sibility to decide whether we are going
to spend our time here continuing to
make partisan political points or mak-
ing practical progress for the American
people.

You have some good arguments
about the health care bill and about
what reforms we need, and we’ve got to
wrestle with the cost of health care. No
matter how we pay for it, the cost
can’t go up higher than wages and sala-
ries. But what we should do is improve
what we have, correct what must be
corrected, and get rid of what doesn’t
work. But to throw it all out, all these
insurance reforms—health care for
Donna’s son, preexisting conditions,
preventive care for seniors where by
getting care in time it’s going to save
us money—that’s the wrong thing to
do.

When does it make sense to toss out
the good rather than correct the bad?

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself 15 seconds.

I appreciate what the gentleman
from Vermont just said. I want to as-
sure him that as we look at the replace
piece of this, that element—to make
sure children under the age of 26—will,
in fact, be covered. I made that point
in the Rules Committee 2 weeks ago,
and we will be doing that again in the
days to come.

Madam Speaker, I yield 1 minute to
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
KINZINGER).

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, for the last 10 months, I have
traveled around my district and I've
heard from people through the cam-
paign and then now as a Member. 1
heard from people that we need to re-
peal this health care bill. The folks
back home get it. They understand
that this is a budget-busting bill that
is going to add mountains of debt on
our children, and it’s job killing to the
tune of hundreds of thousands of jobs a
year.

Recently, 200 economists came out
and recognized that this is a ‘‘major
barrier to job growth” and ‘‘creates
massive spending increases and a
crushing debt burden.”” The path to af-
fordable health care starts with being
able to buy insurance across State
lines, providing reduced premiums, and
also we have to have lawsuit abuse re-
form. That is a key element to getting
health care costs down. Ultimately, we
have to have reforms, though, that will
protect the doctor-patient relationship
that is so sacred in America and in
medicine.

So today we begin working to carry
out the voice of the people by imple-
menting health care solutions that will
reduce costs, increase accessibility,
and protect American jobs. Today we
begin advocating for the next genera-
tions of Americans, not advocating for
the next election in America.
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Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself 15 seconds.

Madam Speaker, I would just like to
point out again—we’ve said it over and
over again—that the CBO, which gives
the official estimate, says that over
the next 10 years the health care re-
form saves $230 billion, and after that,
for 10 years, over $1 trillion.

The Republicans can’t get away from
the fact that if they repeal this bill, all
that is going to do is increase the def-
icit significantly, because our bill, the
current law, actually reduces the def-
icit.

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia, MORGAN GRIFFITH.

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I believe the minimum essen-
tial coverage provision penalty is un-
constitutional.

I took an oath to uphold the Con-
stitution. This time last year, as a
member of the Virginia House of Dele-
gates defending that Constitution, I
was proud to cast my vote for House
Bill 10, which mandated no Virginian
shall be required to buy health insur-
ance.
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Our attorney general has joined the
fray and filed suit in court and is win-
ning. As Virginians, we did not accept
the change of George III, nor will we
accept the change of ObamaCare.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time at this
point.

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from the
great State of Michigan, Dr. BENISHEK.

Mr. BENISHEK. Madam Speaker, be-
fore coming to this House, I have actu-
ally been taking care of patients for
the last 30 years, and as a surgeon, I
work with patients to provide care and
earn their trust. The doctor-patient re-
lationship is the very foundation of the
practice of medicine. Unfortunately,
the health care law passed in the last
Congress does not build the doctor-pa-
tient relationship; it undermines it.
Full of hidden costs and red tape, the
law overregulates and limits patient
choices.

We need to repeal this bill, start
over, and craft health care legislation
that actually puts patients first and
puts them in charge of their care. Re-
pealing this bill is not the end of
health care reform. This gives us a sec-
ond chance to tackle the problems of
our system while focusing on what
makes our system great.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. WEINER).

Mr. WEINER. I thank the ranking
member of the Health Subcommittee
and my colleagues.

You know, we’re at about the half-
way mark of this debate today. So I
think it’s time for us to kind of take a
little review and also offer people lis-
tening at home Kkind of a viewer’s guide
to what they have heard and what they
are likely to hear coming forward.
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There are basically three formations
of the argument by the Republicans:

First, they start by making stuff up.
You kind of have to wonder if any of
them actually read the bill: 137 new
agencies—not true; new IRS agents—
not true; death panels—not true; Mem-
bers aren’t covered—not true; no tort
reform in it—not true.

You know, I want to just advise peo-
ple watching at home playing that now
popular drinking game of you take a
shot whenever the Republicans say
something that’s not true, please as-
sign a designated driver. This is going
to be a long afternoon.

Then there are my colleagues on the
Republican side of the aisle that are
basically pursuing the ‘“we don’t really
mean it”’ strategy. My good friend, the
new chairman, Mr. UPTON, started his
remarks with this long litany of things
they are going to do in the new bill.
They’re going to have coverage for pre-
existing conditions. They’re going to
have help for the doughnut hole.
They’re going to make sure there are
incentives for small businesses to offer
insurance. You know what they call
that, my colleagues? They call that the
bill they’re repealing. It sounds very
strange, but they want to repeal the
bill but they still want to give it a big
hug and embrace as if they support the
things.

And then, of course, there is the old
fallback, and this is a particularly pow-
erful one for the newer Members who
are just joining us. It’s kind of the
bogyman strategy. You know, you pull
those canards out of the sky: It’s so-
cialized medicine. Socialized medicine?
Giving people incentives to go to pri-
vate insurance companies? How is that
socialized medicine? If that’s the case,
you all have socialized medicine.

Now, it’s worth noting that this is
the same Republican Party who last
yvear in their budget alternative and
this year in their campaign manifesto
said, We want to end the Medicare pro-
gram as we know it. I mean, they don’t
talk about it much, but that’s their
philosophy. And we have a funda-
mental disagreement about it. They
say there is going to be a government
takeover of health care. Really? Who’s
taking over what health care plan?

We’re offering people tax incentives,
small businesses tax incentives to go
buy private insurance plans. You know,
this was a proposal first made by Re-
publicans that was adopted. We decided
that that was the way to go.

But stay tuned, ladies and gentle-
men. This is the sign of a philosophical
division. You have one side that stands
up for patients and for citizens and for
businesses and the other side which is
a wholly owned subsidiary of the
health insurance industry.

But we’ve seen it. Whether they’re
making up things, whether they’re cre-
ating bogymen, or whether they’re say-
ing, Well, no, we don’t really mean it,
this is a harbinger.

And I would say to Americans watch-
ing at home, think what side you’re on.
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If you’re in love with insurance compa-
nies and want them to succeed and you
don’t care about anything else, by all
means, this is your team. These are
your guys. But if you believe that we
need to make sure that people get
health insurance, that they’re not
passing along their bills to the tax-
payers each and every single day, that
you believe in programs like Social Se-
curity and Medicare, these are your
guys.

This is kind of your half-time wrap-
up for the debate that we’re having
here today. And those are the two
sides. Ladies and gentlemen, pick your
side.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MILLER of Michigan). Members will ad-
dress all of their remarks to the Chair.

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I yield
1¥4 minutes to the gentleman from
Texas, Dr. Burgess.

Mr. BURGESS. I
man.

Remarks to the Speaker.

All right, Madam Speaker, who loves
insurance companies? Was it the party
that gave them a constitutional man-
date that drilled their stock prices
through the roof last March 23? Maybe
it was.

We talk about new agencies and that
the Republicans are misleading the
American people on how many new
agencies are created. Your own Con-
gressional Research Service said the
actual number of new agencies is in ex-
cess of 150 but the actual number is un-
knowable. They took a phrase from
former Secretary Rumsfeld in that re-
gard.

What about the new agencies? What
about the Office of Consumer Informa-
tion of Insurance Oversight? Where did
that come from? Authorized in the bill?
I think not. Appropriations in the bill?
Your guess is as good as mine, but
they’re out there today hiring people
and renting space.

The Independent Payment Advisory
Board. Is that just a canard or is that
a real phenomenon that threatens the
financial solvency of every hospital,
public or private, in this country?

Exchanges. Good idea? Bad idea? We
can have that debate. But it is the sub-
sidies within the exchanges that are in-
tolerably high and paid for by taking
the money out of our seniors’ Medicare
system.

These are the problems. These are
the issues that should be debated.
We're talking about modest changes on
the margins.

The real fundamentals of this bill are
so deeply flawed and the risk to the
American public because of the expan-
sion of the deficit is so real, it requires
the repeal of OB taken today.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself 15 seconds.

Madam Speaker, again, Dr. BURGESS
talked about impact on hospitals. I
want to point out that the health care
reform law benefits hospitals by cov-
ering more Americans and thereby re-
ducing the costs of providing care to

thank the chair-
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the uninsured. Repeal would undo this
benefit, increasing the costs of uncom-
pensated care by $249 million annually
for hospitals in his district.

I yield 15 seconds to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. WEINER).

Mr. WEINER. I want my colleagues
to understand, to say that you’re not
going to give them insurance, who do
you think then pays for those unin-
sured? Who do you think then comes in
and pays? It is your citizens in your
towns, States, and cities. That’s who
pays for the uninsured and all of us
who wind up footing the bill.

You talk about responsibility. What
about the responsibility not to pass the
bill along to everyone else?

Mr. UPTON. May I inquire how much
time is left.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan has 5 minutes
remaining; the gentleman from New
Jersey has 2% minutes remaining.

Mr. UPTON. I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CANSECO).

Mr. CANSECO. I thank the gen-
tleman from Michigan.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
repealing the $2.6 trillion Washington
takeover of health care.

I spent the past year speaking with
thousands of Texans in the 23rd Dis-
trict. The message I received was ex-
plicit and distinct: Repeal and replace
the jobs-destroying health care law.

We must reform health care in Amer-
ica. However, we must do so in a way
that doesn’t destroy jobs but ensures
the American people can get the health
care that they need when they need it,
at a price they can afford, and doesn’t
put Washington bureaucrats in charge
of America’s health care.

Mr. PALLONE. I continue to reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. UPTON. I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
DUNCAN).

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. The
first time I stood on the floor to speak,
I spoke to read the United States Con-
stitution. Now I rise to defend this
great document that I carry with me
every day by advocating for the repeal
of the unconstitutional health care
bill, ObamaCare.

Let me convey the thoughts and feel-
ings of the people from my home State,
South Carolina.

To the last Congress I ask: Where in
this document, the United States Con-
stitution, or in the writings of our
Founding Fathers leads you to believe
that we as free Americans should not
be able to choose and pick our own doc-
tors? What leads you to believe that
the government takeover of health
care is even constitutional? And why
didn’t you listen to the millions of
Americans who yelled at the top of
their lungs that we don’t need or want
the government to be in control of our
health care decisions?
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I think it’s time we return this House
to the people, and we can start by re-
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pealing the job-killing, socialistic, and
out-of-touch health care bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 30 seconds to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN).

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I want to respond, because if
the Constitution means anything, it
also shows that as Members of the
House and the Senate, the legislative
branch, it’s not our job to decide con-
stitutionality. My opinion is just as
important as yours. It’s the nine people
over in the Supreme Court that the
Constitution gives that authority to.

And I think the health care law is
constitutional, because all those com-
panies serve all of our States. It’s
across State lines. The commerce
clause works that way. So hiding be-
hind the Constitution—and we read it
here on the floor—this bill will be con-
stitutional because Social Security’s
constitutional, mandatory insurance in
our States is constitutional. So we can
have that argument. It doesn’t do any
good.

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from New
Hampshire (Mr. GUINTA).

Mr. GUINTA. I thank the chairman
from Michigan for yielding the time.

Madam Speaker, I rise to add my
voice to those calling for repeal of last
year’s misguided overhaul of our na-
tional health care system. Seldom has
a well-intentioned desire, in this case
making the system work better,
strayed so disastrously off course.

The new law destroys existing jobs,
inserts government between you and
your family doctor, and allows Wash-
ington to still spend more money, more
borrowed money. Even worse, it fails to
accomplish its primary goal. Instead of
making health insurance more afford-
able, premiums today remain sky high
for individuals and employers.

Now we have a two-part opportunity
before this Congress. First, we must re-
peal last year’s unconstitutional legis-
lation. Then we need to begin the proc-
ess of delivering what Americans are
demanding, a patient-centered health
care system that is effective, efficient,
and simply reduces costs.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself 15 seconds.

The gentleman from New Hampshire,
if he votes for this repeal, he is elimi-
nating new health care coverage op-
tions for 1,900 uninsured young adults,
increasing the number of people with-
out health insurance by 24,000 individ-
uals, and increasing the cost to hos-
pitals of providing uncompensated care
by $35 million annually in his district.

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, may I
inquire of the time remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan has 2 minutes.
The gentleman from New Jersey has
1% minutes.

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Mary-
land, Dr. HARRIS.

Mr. HARRIS. Madam Speaker, as a
physician delivering care in labor and
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delivery for 26 years, I know that the
last thing we need is a new government
bureaucrat looking over our shoulders
when I am in that delivery room ad-
ministering an anesthetic to a mother
for an emergency cesarean section to
save her baby’s life. But that’s exactly
what ObamaCare will do if we don’t re-
peal it.

Instead of the last Congress making
sure that the baby born that day has a
real chance at the American Dream by
creating jobs and solving America’s
long-term fiscal crisis, they added over
$2 trillion to our children’s and grand-
children’s debt with that job-destroy-
ing ObamaCare bill. That’s why we
should repeal it today.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, in this debate the
truth should be told about the Repub-
lican repeal. In fact, the Republican
bill should come up with a health
warning that their measure is dan-
gerous to America’s health. For many
people, the issue of having health cov-
erage is a matter of life and death, and
I would say there are so many benefits
that we have pointed out during this
debate that already exist for the aver-
age American that to talk about repeal
at this time and eliminate those bene-
fits for those people that have pre-
existing conditions that wouldn’t be
able to get coverage, or would face life-
time caps or rescissions, it simply
needs to be told that the fact of the
matter is that right now there are tre-
mendous benefits that are coming to
the average American from this legis-
lation. And to repeal it at this point
makes absolutely no sense. It’s com-
pletely a waste of time.

We have no indication that this re-
peal would ever go to the Senate or
ever be considered by the President.
And I just wish that my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle, instead of
wasting their time talking about this
repeal that is going nowhere, would in-
stead focus on the economy. Focus on
jobs. When I talk to my constituents,
that’s what they want us to deal with.

We just began this session of Con-
gress about 2 weeks ago. The focus
should be on the economy, on jobs, on
trying to do what we can to improve
the lives of the average American. We
have tremendous benefits that exist
under this health care legislation now.
Why focus our attention, in this first 2
or 3 weeks of the Congress, on this re-
peal? It makes absolutely no sense.

And I would ask my colleagues, after
today, please, let’s focus on jobs. Let’s
focus on what we can do to improve the
economy. Let’s not continue this de-
bate on health care, because actually
what my constituents want is they
want this bill to unfold. They like the
benefits that have already come for-
ward. And a lot more benefits will ac-
crue. Most Americans will ultimately
be covered by health insurance, and
that’s the key. Let’s focus on jobs and
the economy and stop this ruse about
health care repeal.
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Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, to
close our debate, I yield the balance of
my time to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. HULTGREN).

Mr. HULTGREN. I thank the chair-
man from Michigan for yielding.

Madam Speaker, the so-called Afford-
able Care Act has clearly failed to
make health care more affordable.
Since the passage of this law, I have
heard from local families throughout
my community concerned about what
this will mean to their pocketbooks
and from small business owners who
are concerned about how they will keep
their doors open.

Making health care affordable re-
quires that we address out-of-control
costs, such as lawsuit abuse reform.
This issue was completely and
inexplicably ignored in this act. The
act has also created paralyzing uncer-
tainty and new layers of bureaucracy,
putting new demands on businesses in
the form of mandates and new taxes,
forcing them to comply with yet-to-be-
written regulations that prevent them
from hiring and stalls the economic re-
covery that we need so dearly.

After this vote, I look forward to
working with all of my colleagues to
find ways of lowering the cost of health
care, maintaining a patient-focused
system, making health care more ac-
cessible to all Americans, and working
with families and businesses to find
quality insurance. This act failed to ac-
complish such commonsense goals. In
fact, it made matters worse. Therefore,
I will vote for its repeal, and I encour-
age all of my colleagues to join with
me on both sides of the aisle and vote
‘yes.”

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself 4% minutes.

The Democrats’ health care law is
fundamentally flawed; and we will,
having listened to the will of the Amer-
ican people, vote to repeal it today.
The problem with this law, among its
many faults, is it puts government at
the center of health care decisions, not
doctors and patients. Instead of fami-
lies deciding what coverage is best for
them, this law has the Secretary of
Health and Human Services making
that choice. Instead of families and
employers deciding how much they can
afford, the IRS is making that deci-
sion.
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Instead of families and employers de-
ciding if they need health insurance,
the government is mandating they pur-
chase it.

This is all about the government. It’s
Washington knows best, and it’s wrong.
By virtually every measure, this law is
a failure. The health care law fails to
control costs. It fails to let Americans
keep the insurance they have and like.
It fails to protect jobs and, in fact,
hurts job creation at a time when the
unemployment rate has remained
above 9 percent for 20 months. It fails
to ensure seniors have access to their
doctors and hospitals, and it fails to
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prevent tax increases from hitting mid-
dle class families.

Let’s review the facts. The health
care law makes health insurance more
expensive for millions of Americans.

Well, according to the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office, the
Democrats’ health law will increase

premiums for millions of families by up
to $2,100 on average by 2016—$2,100
more expensive than it would have
been if Congress had done nothing, al-
most $3,200 more expensive than the
Republican alternative we offered last
Congress.

The Democrats’ health care law
forces millions of Americans out of the
health care plan they have and like.
The Obama administration has pre-
dicted that as many as 7 out of 10 em-
ployers will have to change the cov-
erage they offer their employees be-
cause of the Democrats’ health care
law.

The health care law discourages em-
ployers from hiring new workers, in-
creasing wages, or retaining existing
employees. There are over $500 billion
in new job-destroying taxes, many of
which hit middle class families.

With all these taxes and new regula-
tions, it’s no wonder that major em-
ployer groups such as the National
Federation of Independent Business,
the National Association of Manufac-
turers, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce,
as well as Business Roundtable and The
Business Council call the Democrats’
health care law destructive and dan-
gerous.

The health care law jeopardizes sen-
iors’ health care. Again according to
the Obama administration’s own actu-
aries at CMS, the massive Medicare
cuts contained in the Democrats’
health law could threaten seniors’ ac-
cess to care and cause providers to stop
treating Medicare patients.

Entitlement expansion is not health
care reform, and giving new powers and
regulations to departments like HHS
and letting the IRS hire up to 16,000
new auditors, agents, and other em-
ployees is not the same as empowering
doctors and patients, and it isn’t the
job creation America needs.

The American people know that like
a tree that’s rotten at the center, we
must cut it down and put something
new in its place. That’s what we are
doing today, cutting the government
out of the waiting room, out of the doc-
tor’s office and out of your medicine
cabinet.

Once we have done that, we will
begin tomorrow to implement step-by-
step commonsense reforms that actu-
ally lower the cost of health care and
actually respect the doctor-patient re-
lationship. This House, this majority,
Republicans, have heard the American
people loud and clear, and we will not
let government dictate your health
care coverage. We will repeal this law,
and we will continue our effort until
Americans are again free to choose
their health insurance plan, to choose
their doctor and to choose what is best
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for them, their family, and their busi-
ness. This is a Congress dedicated to
empowering the American people, not
increasing the size, scope, and cost of
the Federal Government.

I urge my colleagues to vote with me
to repeal this job-destroying and cost-
increasing health care law.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LEVIN. I yield myself 4 minutes.

Madam Speaker, health care reform
is an American family law. Repealing
it would hurt families all across our
Nation. Repeal would mean rescission,
taking away benefits from millions of
Americans, giving power back to
health insurance.

Let’s be clear: This law is working.
Repealing it would have real-life con-
sequences for millions of Americans.

As many as 19 million kids in our
country have health problems consid-
ered preexisting conditions. In the past
it could have led health insurance com-
panies to drop their coverage. This new
law changed that. One example—there
are millions: One mother in my dis-
trict, Felicia Tisdale, said she has been
anxious about her daughter’s health in-
surance since she was diagnosed with
diabetes at age 3. Ms. Tisdale and oth-
ers like her no longer have to worry
about their children being denied cov-
erage.

More than 1 million young adults are
already benefiting from the provision
that allows them to stay on their par-
ents’ plan until they turn 26. Just one
example: A constituent, Sean McCar-
thy, an auto worker, told me in a letter
that his two children, ages 19 and 23,
could not afford to stay in college, but
he was grateful that the new law at
least enabled them to get health insur-
ance by joining his plan.

And then seniors, millions, millions
have seen their out-of-pocket drug
costs go down under this new law.
Nearly 3 million Medicare recipients
have received a reimbursement check
in the mail in the last year relating to
the doughnut hole.

One gentleman who 1 represent,
Harry Wimble of Warren, Michigan,
wrote to me, thankfully, that his wife
received $250 that she otherwise would
not have. He said his wife paid thou-
sands of dollars out of pocket in 2010
because of the doughnut hole.

Repeal would mean releasing insur-
ance companies once again to impose
unreasonable premium increases, to
deny insurance to whomever they
please whenever they please, to set an-
nual lifetime benefit limits, to dis-
criminate against women through
higher rates and arbitrary definitions
of preexisting conditions. Repeal would
mean retreat, retreat, from moving
America ahead.

We will fight that retreat. It will not
happen.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CAMP. I yield 3 minutes to a dis-
tinguished member of the Ways and
Means Committee, the gentleman from
California (Mr. HERGER).

Mr. HERGER. I rise in strong support
of this legislation to repeal
ObamaCare.
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Madam Speaker, Americans expect a
new Congress to make job creation a
priority and get our country back on
the path of fiscal responsibility. Any
serious plan to achieve these goals
must begin with repeal of ObamaCare.

Madam Speaker, I represent 10 rural
counties in northern California with
chronically high unemployment rates.
Last year I spoke with the owner of a
restaurant chain based in Redding,
California. He had originally planned
to open 10 new locations this year, cre-
ating hundreds of new jobs. But be-
cause of the higher labor costs imposed
by ObamaCare, he has decided not to
expand at all.

At the other end of my district in
California’s Capay Valley, I have heard
from a family-owned farm that delivers
fresh produce to residents across the
State. They are facing a staggering $1.7
million in costs from the new health
care mandates. Add these to thousands
of similar stories across the country,
and it’s clear that this law will have a
devastating impact on workers and em-
ployers alike.

That’s why the National Federation
of Independent Business and the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce are urging Con-
gress to vote ‘‘yes’” on repeal. My
friends on the other side claim that
ObamaCare will reduce the deficit. Yet
no one truly believes that a new tril-
lion-dollar government entitlement is
the solution to a deficit crisis caused
by reckless spending.

As 200 respected economists wrote
just this week, the assertion that
ObamaCare is ‘“‘paid for’’ is ‘‘based on
omitted costs, budgetary gimmicks,
shifted premiums from other entitle-

ments, and unsustainable spending
cuts and revenue increases.”
These economists conclude that

ObamacCare could actually increase the
deficit by more than $500 billion the
first decade and by nearly $1.5 trillion
the following decade.
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Madam Speaker, Republicans are
committed to advancing genuine re-
forms that reduce the cost of health
care, but we must begin by doing away
with this bad law that moves our
health care system in the wrong direc-
tion.

Vote ‘‘yes’ on repeal.

Mr. LEVIN. I now yield 2 minutes to
the very distinguished gentleman from
New York (Mr. RANGEL).

Mr. RANGEL. Thank you so much. I
wish when the dust settles and we have
an opportunity to sit together with our
Republican friends that we can come
up with a reform called ‘‘truth in ad-
vertising’’ as we label these bills.

What was a national bill and has
been signed into law now is being re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Democrat ObamaCare
job-killing threat to your natural life”’
bill. And of course this is misleading
perhaps to a lot of new Members be-
cause they should know, as the lis-
teners to this debate should know, that
this ain’t repealing nothing.
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It’s an obligation that some people
feel that they made to their constitu-
ency who elected them who thought
perhaps that that’s all you had to do
was put in a bill.

But under 2 minutes, I can’t get into
this how to repeal a law; but it starts
off with a vote in the House, then you
have to get a vote in the Senate, and
then you have to override a veto by the
President of the United States.

So if this is done for political rea-
sons, I have always been able to find
some good, no matter how this thing is
misconstrued, in letting people who
follow debate know this is not going to
take away the benefits that you re-
ceived under the Affordable Care Act,
that you will continue to receive these
preliminary benefits now, and as the
years go forward and you find that
you’re in need of service or some one of
your dear ones, you would find that the
bill that people were screaming had to
be repealed that we would have joined
in recognizing that this is the political
theater part about it, but we will be
forced to review the bill, improve it if
we can, and at the same time be able to
say that it’s not a Democrat bill, but
the Congress in support of the Presi-
dent of the United States saw fit after
all of these decades of not recognizing
the right of our citizens to have health
care to come together and have a bi-
partisan effort to provide this care.

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to a true American hero, a dis-
tinguished member of the Ways and
Means Committee, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SAM JOHNSON).

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

I rise in support of freedom and free
enterprise. This is America where the
Constitution and freedom and free en-
terprise are the hallmarks of this great
democracy. I think one of the most
compelling reasons people went to the
ballot box last fall and cast their vote
was they felt angry that those in power
were disregarding personal liberties
and trampling the U.S. Constitution.

As you know, under ObamaCare the
Federal Government forces freedom-
loving Americans to hand over their
hard-earned money for a mandatory
product, in this case health insurance.

That’s just not how it should be done
in a democracy. In a democracy, you
have the freedom to choose if you want
to buy something. In a democracy, you
have the freedom to choose if you want
to purchase health insurance. In a de-
mocracy, you have the freedom to
choose just to say no.

This vote is about freedom and free
enterprise and what’s best for the fu-
ture of America. As a constitutional
conservative, I say vote for freedom
and repeal ObamacCare.

I will close with some words from
Patrick Henry: ‘“The Constitution is
not an instrument for the government
to restrain the people. It is an instru-
ment for the people to restrain the gov-
ernment—Ilest it come to dominate our
lives and our interests.”’
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Let’s stand up for freedom and repeal
ObamacCare.

Mr. LEVIN. I yield myself 10 seconds.

Almost 50 million people have no
health insurance. For most of them,
there is no freedom to choose. There’s
no ability to obtain it.

It is now my privilege to yield 2 min-
utes to a fighter for health care for
many, many decades, MR. STARK of
California.

Mr. STARK. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in
strong opposition to repealing health
reform. Instead of focusing on job cre-
ation, my friends across the aisle want
to refight the health reform debate and
take away patient protections that are
already helping people get the health
care they need.

It bears repeating: health reform is
already helping millions of people in
America. These aren’t just numbers;
they are real people. In my commu-
nity, I received a letter from a young
woman named Stephanie Blazin from
Castro Valley, California. Stephanie
recently graduated from college, mar-
ried and moved to California where her
husband was pursuing a graduate de-
gree. She was lucky and quickly got a
job. Then within her first few weeks of
the job, she found she was pregnant.
This should have been an exciting time
for a young couple to start a family.
Instead, she learned that her preg-
nancy was a preexisting condition and
she had obtained no coverage for any
medical needs surrounding it. She said
to me, The first thought through our
minds were tainted by how we were
going to financially handle this preg-
nancy and a baby.

Fortunately, because health reform
is law and she is under age 26, Steph-
anie was able to quickly change her
health insurance to obtain coverage on
her father’s health insurance. She now
has full coverage for her pregnancy.

Under the Republicans’ plan, Steph-
anie would be stuck with NoCare.
That’s the Republican plan. By repeal-
ing health reform, the GOP plan would
provide no protections for people’s
health, NoCare if you lose your job,
NoCare if you have a preexisting condi-
tion, NoCare if you are a senior in the
doughnut hole, NoCare if your insurer
hikes your premiums and you can’t af-
ford it.

The Affordable Care Act has finally
enacted fair rules for insurance compa-
nies. The Republicans want to take
those protections away and put the in-
surance industry back in charge.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no”’ on
the Republican NoCare bill.

Mr. CAMP. I yield 2 minutes to a dis-
tinguished member of the Ways and
Means Committee, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BRADY).

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, to
those middle class Americans listening
to the debate today, let me speak to
you. This is your life. This is your
health. You deserve the right to make
your own decisions about your health
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care rather than being forced into some
government-run plan that is centered
around what Washington needs and not
what you need.

Thanks to the last Congress, this is
your new health care plan. We had our
staff spend 4 months, weekends and
evenings, going through all 2,801 pages
of that bill, and we just said, tell us
how it works. And this is the answer.
We couldn’t even fit the whole bill on
one page. This is one-third of all the
new bureaucracies. At the bottom line,
159 new Federal Government agencies,
commissions and bureaucracies in be-
tween you and your doctor.

Now, is this the health care reform
you were hoping for? If ObamaCare is
so great for families, why are health
care costs going up and going to go up
even higher? If it’s so great for small
businesses, why are they here today in
Washington pleading for us to stop it?
And if it’s so great for seniors, why
have so many been forced out of their
Medicare Advantage plan? They can’t
even see a local doctor anymore be-
cause so many local doctors can’t see
them. They can’t afford to cover Medi-
care senior patients.

Health care is too important to get
wrong, and ObamaCare got it wrong.
American families, our seniors and our
businesses deserve better; and the right
place to start is to start over. Repeal
ObamaCare and let’s come back with
some commonsense reforms America
can embrace.

Mr. LEVIN. It is now my privilege to
yield 2 minutes to another long-time
fighter for health care for Americans,
Mr. MCDERMOTT of Washington.

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker,
a very famous Republican 100 years ago
proposed that we have national health
insurance in this country. And he also
said this—his name was Teddy Roo-
sevelt by the way—‘‘It’s not the critic
who counts; not the man who points
out how the strong man or woman
stumbles, or where the doer of deeds
could have done them better.

“The credit belongs to the man or
the woman who is actually in the
arena, whose face is marred by dust
and sweat and blood; who strives val-
iantly; who errs, who comes up short
again and again, because there is no ef-
fort without error and shortcoming;
but who does actually strive to do the
deeds; who knows the great enthu-
siasms, the great devotions; who
spends himself in a worthy cause; who
at the best knows in the end the tri-
umph of achievement, and who at the
worst, if he fails, at least fails while
daring greatly, so that his place shall
never be with those cold and timid
souls who neither know victory nor de-
feat.”
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Now, I have been here for 23 years,
and since the Republicans defeated the
efforts of the Clintons in 1993-1994, I
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have waited for 16 years for my cold
and timid friends to make one proposal
that will deal with the preexisting con-
dition question. We have 125 million
Americans who cannot go out and get
insurance, who cannot leave their job if
they have insurance through their job
because they have a preexisting condi-
tion, and you have been silent for 16
years. Now you want to come up and
throw this away.

Why don’t we just settle down and we
can make some amendments to this
bill. I think there are some things
wrong with it. There is a lot of stuff
that I didn’t get into it when it came
through this House. I am sure that
there are some things that you would
like. But throwing it away is a polit-
ical farce. You know it isn’t going to
work. You have admitted it isn’t going
to work. It is never going to pass, and
so we go through.

Let’s get the vote out of the way.
Vote “no.”

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All
Members are advised to address their
remarks to the Chair.

Mr. CAMP. I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
NUNES), a distinguished member of the
Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, at
enormous cost and in the face of tre-
mendous opposition across the coun-
try, the previous majority in Congress
forced on the American people a great
socialist experiment in government
health care. No area of the American
health care system was left untouched
by ObamacCare.

In the name of reform, the Democrat
majority expanded a broken govern-
ment program, Medicaid. They cut
funding from what is already the Na-
tion’s largest unfunded liability, Medi-
care. And then, basking in their glory,
they added a whole new entitlement
program to our catastrophic national
debt.

The American people were never told
the truth. They were promised health
care choices but saw them taken away.
They were promised they would save
money but saw their health care get
more expensive. The most in need were
promised access to health care through
Medicaid, a program that is not only
bankrupting the Federal Government
but the State governments as well.

Madam Speaker, the clock was unfor-
tunately turned back last year. Failed
socialist policies reemerged from the
dust bin of history, and it was a dark
chapter for our Nation. Instead of im-
proving the lives of all Americans by
fixing our broken health care system,
starting with Medicare and Medicaid,
the Democratic majority subjected the
American people to class warfare, anti-
capitalist hate speech and vitriolic
rhetoric. Bathed in excesses of power,
they passed a bill that, by their own
admission, they hadn’t read, and then
lectured the American people claiming
that we have to pass the bill first so we
can find out what was in it.
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Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple have read the bill, and they have
rejected it. Today the House will repeal
ObamaCare, and we will ensure that
this renaissance of socialism in Amer-
ica is the shortest living political era
in our Nation’s history.

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself 10 seconds.

I am disappointed that this diatribe
about socialism comes to the floor
today.

Madam Speaker, I yield now for a
unanimous consent request to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BACA).

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I oppose
this repeal of the health bill that is
good for my district.

Madam Speaker, right now, Democrats and
Republicans should be coming together to cre-
ate new jobs, help struggling middle class
families, and reduce the deficit. But instead of
dealing with the problems of today, our Re-
publican friends want to turn back the clock.
Now is the time for job creation, not job elimi-
nation.

We have heard some say that health reform
will bankrupt our Nation. But we know that is
not true. In fact the Congressional Budget Of-
fice has confirmed that health reform lowers
the deficit by over $1 trillion.

We have heard some say that the business
community cannot afford health care reform.
But we know that repealing reform actually in-
creases taxes on America’s small businesses,
by eliminating health care tax credits.

Repealing the health care reform
means:

Discrimination against individuals with pre-
existing conditions—jeopardizing coverage for
up to 305 thousand individuals in my District;

Gender discrimination that allows insurance
companies to charge women higher premiums
than men for the same coverage; and

Higher prescription drug costs for seniors on
Medicare—including over 5 thousand seniors
in my District who will be thrown back into the
“Donut Hole.”

Hospitals in my District are already busting
at the seams. They can't afford the $146 mil-
lion in uncompensated care costs that repeal
would bring.

| refuse to go back home and tell parents in
my District that 56 thousand of their children
will no longer be able to find insurance be-
cause of pre-existing health conditions.

We must continue to move forward and
focus on job creation. Now is not the time to
return to the failed policies of the past.

Let's stand with American families and say
“no” to more insurance company control; “no”
to increasing the deficit; and “no” to all efforts
to repeal health reform.

Mr. LEVIN. I yield for a unanimous
consent request to the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. PASTOR).

(Mr. PASTOR of Arizona asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, | rise today in opposition
of HLR. 2 and | am disappointed that the
House has acted to repeal the landmark
health reform legislation we passed last year.

law
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This act represents a huge step backwards in
ensuring that everyone has access to afford-
able health care. This bill flies in the face of
the idea that health care is a right and that ev-
eryone deserves access to care.

The repeal of the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act (P.L. 111-142) and the
health provisions in the Health Care and Edu-
cation Reconciliation Act (P.L. 111-152) will
have a major impact on the people in my dis-
trict. Without maintaining the strong protec-
tions enacted under these laws, hundreds of
thousands of people in the 4th district, includ-
ing 60,000 children, could be denied coverage
because of a preexisting condition. Addition-
ally, nearly 5,000 seniors on Medicare will
face immediate increases in the cost of their
medication, while an additional 58,000 will be
forced to pay out of pocket for preventive
screenings for conditions such as breast and
colon cancer. And with our economy strug-
gling to get back on track, repealing health
care will deny hundreds of small businesses
and thousands of families in my district crucial
tax credits to help offset the cost of coverage.

| have long supported the idea that health
care is a right, not a privilege. It is with that
in mind that | strongly oppose this misguided
action.

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, it is
now my privilege to yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LEWIS), another fighter for what mat-
ters to Americans.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. I want to
thank the gentleman from Michigan
for yielding me this time.

Madam Speaker, it is unbelievable
that with so many people out of work
and millions of people uninsured that
the first item of this new Congress is to
take health care away from people who
just got coverage. More people have in-
surance today because of the Afford-
able Care Act; more small businesses
are offering health insurance to their
workers. For the first time in the his-
tory of our Nation, we are headed in
the right direction. We are making
health care a right and not a privilege.

The repeal will force seniors to pay
for more drugs. It would kick young
people off of their parents’ insurance.
We will go back to a time when insur-
ance companies were allowed to dis-
criminate. And once again it will allow
insurance companies to put profits
above patients’ health.

We must not turn back. We have
come too far. We cannot go back. The
American people are counting on us to
do what is right, what is just, what is
fair. We made a promise of health care
to the American people. We must keep
that promise. Vote ‘“no.” Keep the
promise of health care for all of our
citizens.

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. TIBERI), a distinguished member
of the Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. TIBERI. Madam Speaker, I rise
in favor of this bill to repeal the gov-
ernment health care law that was
passed in 2009. This issue was front and
center of my campaign, as I am sure it
was in many of the campaigns of the
people in this body today. Most of my
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constituents in central Ohio opposed
the 2,000-page bill that became law, and
are just beginning to find out what’s in
it. Sure, they knew about some of the
good things like dealing with pre-
existing conditions, which most of us
on this side of the aisle support doing
something with as well. But they
didn’t know about the medicine cabi-
net tax, for instance. That’s right,
flexible savings account changes. No
more over-the-counter medicines for
moms who are buying that infant
Motrin for their babies. And next year,
a cap of $2,500 for that flexible savings
account. They didn’t know about the
health savings account withdrawal tax
that will impact many Americans
across our country.

A majority of my constituents want
a patient-centered approach, not a gov-
ernment-centered approach; an ap-
proach where doctors and nurses are at
the center of the process, not govern-
ment bureaucrats in Washington, D.C.

In addition, Madam Speaker, a third
of my seniors who are on Medicare Ad-
vantage like the health care they have.
Apparently, they won’t be able to keep
it under this provision of the law.

So, today we have an opportunity,
and the debate is over whether we
change what we have, repeal it and re-
place it with something better, some-
thing that is patient centered and pa-
tient focused.

Mr. LEVIN. I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
NEAL), a member of our committee.

Mr. NEAL. During the course of the
campaign, we heard that this was going
to be repeal and replace. What we have
in front of us is simply repeal, because
there has never been a credible alter-
native offered for replace.

This legislation is modeled after a
modest, market-driven proposal offered
by that left-winger, Mitt Romney; that
left-wing advocate, Bob Dole; and, yes,
that champion of liberal causes, Rich-
ard Nixon.
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This is an amalgamation of a series
of proposals offered over many years.
But what do we hear? The usual scare
tactics: ‘““‘ObamaCare’’—16 years ago, it
was “ClintonCare’—‘‘government
takeover,” ‘‘socialism,” and the best
one of all, ‘““death panels.”

People wonder why the language here
is so charged, why it is so incendiary.
It is because of the lexicon it has cho-
sen for the purpose of scaring the
American people. As President Bush
said, If you need health care, go to the
emergency room.

Remember what this proposal does:
It removes 57 million people with pre-
existing conditions from insurance. It
eliminates provisions for 2.4 million
young adults to maintain health care
on their parents’ coverage until they
are 26. This bill would allow a return to
discrimination toward a woman based
on higher premiums if she has had
breast cancer or perhaps even if she has
been a victim of domestic violence or
had a child.
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This bill that is proposed by our
friends on the other side would get rid
of a lifetime cap on out-of-pocket ex-
penses. Why is that important? I dare
them to challenge the following sta-
tistic: Half the bankruptcies in Amer-
ica are health care related. People lose
their jobs. They lose their homes. They
lose everything because they get sick.

I hope we oppose this repeal measure
or at least until we hear a replace pro-
posal.

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to a distinguished member of
the Ways and Means Committee, the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. DAVIS).

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Madam
Speaker, the Democrats’ health care
law has only been in place for 10
months. Yet the problems and negative
effects are already painfully clear and
well documented. The American people
stood against it when it was forced
through Congress last year, and they
took out their frustrations on this bill
at the ballot box, in November, with a
mandate to repeal it.

This government takeover of our
health care system will not improve
access to health care or lower costs for
families and small businesses. It is just
not in the math if we use the same
math that is used by the rest of the
country.

Since this law was passed, premiums
have increased again, putting more
families in the difficult position of
choosing between Kkeeping their health
insurance, paying their heating bills,
or putting food on their tables.

In addition to failing to achieve any
key goals of health care reform, this
law imposes new taxes, penalties, fees,
and paperwork burdens on small busi-
nesses that drive our economy. The Na-
tional Federation of Independent Busi-
ness has found the employer mandate
alone will cost 1.6 million jobs, with
about half of those lost by small busi-
nesses.

Face it. ObamaCare massively in-
creases taxes. It massively cuts senior
benefits. It creates over 100 new agen-
cies, commissions, and boards, and that
will massively increase costs. Over 100
new agencies mean more Federal em-
ployees, more tax dollars required,
more complications in access to health
care, and it brings the IRS into your
private health care decisions for the
first time—without addressing the key
drivers of health care costs. Adding
more taxes and regulations on job cre-
ators will only serve to prolong the
economic problems and high unemploy-
ment rates we are experiencing.

This is too big of a burden for our
economy to wait. We need to start over
by repealing this bad law now and by
beginning the process of producing
commonsense reforms and fiscally re-
sponsible solutions. We can reform
health care in a way that improves
quality, reduces costs, and increases
access, all without burdening our econ-
omy or increasing the debt that will be
owed by our children and grand-
children.
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As a member of the Ways and Means
Committee, I look forward to following
through on our promise to replace the
current law with proposals that actu-
ally accomplish these goals of reform-
ing Washington, bringing private mar-
ket reforms, reducing costs, and deal-
ing with defensive medicine through
real debate, real hearings, real mark-
ups, and bipartisan input.

As an original cosponsor of HR. 2, I
urge all of my colleagues to join me in
supporting this repeal.

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to another distinguished mem-
ber of our committee, the gentleman
from California (Mr. THOMPSON).

Mr. THOMPSON of California.
Madam Speaker, I rise in opposition to
the repeal of the Patients’ Bill of
Rights.

As Congress debates this legislation
to repeal the historic health care re-
form law, it is important that our con-
stituents know what working families,
small businesses, and seniors stand to
lose.

Repealing the health care reform law
would remove new protections for 57
million Americans with preexisting
conditions. That includes over 8,000
children in my district. It will end the
chance for 2.5 million young adults to
remain on their parents’ plans until
they are 26 years of age. In my district,
over 4,000 young people will lose this
coverage. It will increase prescription
drug costs for more than 10,000 seniors
in my district who hit the Medicare
part D doughnut hole. These seniors
will pay another $500 this year and, be-
tween now and 2020, another $3,000.
Some 16,000 small businesses in my dis-
trict alone will pay higher taxes.

Repeal will increase the deficit by
$230 billion over the next 10 years and
more than $1.2 trillion over the fol-
lowing decade. Repeal will shorten the
life of the Medicare program by 12
years, putting Medicare benefits and
the seniors who depend on it at great
risk.

So when you consider these facts, it
is clear that repealing the health care
reform law is bad for families, bad for
small businesses, and bad for seniors in
my district and across our great coun-
try. I urge a ‘“‘no”’ vote.

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to a distinguished member of
the Ways and Means Committee, the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
REICHERT).

Mr. REICHERT. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I am here today to
say that I am going to vote ‘“‘yes’ to
repeal this health care bill because I
think the American people deserve bet-
ter.

There were promises made in this
bill—promises, promises, promises.
There were promises made and, unfor-
tunately, promises that were broken.
Think back to last year. Think back to
what the American people were prom-
ised in this bill. Three promises come
to mind: One, Americans were told that
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the overhaul would make health care
more affordable. Two, they were told
that this would make health care more
efficient. Three, they were told that
they could keep their health care if
they liked it.

The American people deserve to hear
the truth, and the American people de-
serve better. It is their health. It is
their life. Here is the truth: Over $500
million worth of taxes on small busi-
nesses and American families across
this country and $500 billion cut from
Medicare.

Here are some examples: a 2.3 percent
tax on medical devices, wheelchairs,
and walkers; a 3.8 percent tax on em-
ployers; an additional tax penalty on
employers who don’t provide a certain
amount of health care for their work-
ers; a 40 percent tax on so-called ‘‘Cad-
illac” health care plans—and govern-
ment paperwork bureaucracy.

There is a requirement that you fill
out a 1099 form for employees, requir-
ing the hiring of 16,000 IRS workers.
Who is going to pay for that?

Remember this promise President
Obama made and others made: You can
keep your health care if you like it?
President Obama himself said, Well,
there might have been some language
snuck into this bill that runs contrary
to that promise.

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple deserve better. The American peo-
ple deserve the truth. It is their health
and it is their life.

Mr. LEVIN. I yield myself 5 seconds.

The truth is we moved to repeal 1099.
It was opposed by the now majority.

Madam Speaker, I now yield 2 min-
utes to the very distinguished gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr.
BLUMENAUER), a member of our com-
mittee.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. I thank the gen-
tleman.

People deserve a serious debate on a
serious subject. Unfortunately, while
serious in tone, what we are hearing
from my colleagues is not serious in
content. I have listened to people come
to the floor repeatedly, talking about a
government takeover of health care,
which was judged by Politifax to be the
political lie of the year for 2010.

Indeed, we instead built upon the
current system that is a balance to
meet the needs of the American people.

We had another serious element that
has crept into the approach from my
Republican friends—the disregard of
Congress’ nonpartisan budget referee.
It is reckless and unprecedented. It has
never happened in 34 years. These are
the people who provide impartial infor-
mation, which is being imagined away
by our friends on the other side of the
aisle.

Yes, it will require Congress to follow
through on the legislation to realize
the savings, but the answer is not to
turn our backs on reform; it is to make
reform work. The current bill builds on
the current system. It incorporates ele-
ments of reform that have been sup-
ported on a bipartisan basis for years.
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Now all of a sudden there is the dis-
regard we heard for a proposal signed
into law by Republican Governor Mitt
Romney.

Instead of repealing reform, we
should be focusing on strengthening it.
Americans deserve a serious debate
about a serious subject, hard work to
make reform work, not a ritual of
going through the motions of repeal
which everybody in this Chamber
knows will still be in effect at the end
of debate, at the end of the year, at the
end of the Congress. The American peo-
ple deserve better.

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to a distinguished member of
the Ways and Means Committee, the
gentleman from Louisiana, Dr.
BOUSTANY.

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, I
rise in favor of repeal of this bill be-
cause it’s going to fail on cost, it’s
going to fail on coverage, and it’s going
to fail on quality.

First, cost. Premiums are going up.
In fact, they’re going up even higher
and at a faster rate than they would
have if we had done nothing in many
cases.

With regard to the deficit, there are
a number of gimmicks in this bill: dou-
ble counting, excluding the doc fix, cre-
ating new entitlements, such as the
CLASS Act, which is a Ponzi scheme.
And, finally, it does not account for
the discretionary spending for this
massive increase in the bureaucracy
that’s going to be created. Taxes are
going to go up on innovation, espe-
cially medical innovation.

On coverage. What kind of coverage
are we expanding? Medicaid coverage.
That’s a ticket to the emergency room.
It doesn’t lead to a good doctor-patient
relationship, and it’s ultimately the
most expensive and inefficient way to
provide health care. And those costs
are going to be passed on to the States.

And on quality. Let me relate an in-
stance from my own medical practice
as a cardiovascular surgeon. I was once
called to see a patient who was 101
years old. He had carotid artery block-
age and was getting ready to have a
stroke. He had imminent symptoms. I
was skeptical. I went to see the guy.
This fellow was vigorous, strong hand-
shake, lived by himself, independent,
worked in his own yard, took care of
himself without any help, and so I
chose to do the carotid operation on
him. Thankfully, it was successful, and
it gave him 6 more years of a high-
quality life as a result of this. He died
from some unrelated cause later. But
in the absence of that, he would have
had a stroke. He would have been in
rehab, in a nursing home, acute care,
lots of expense, no quality to his life.

Madam Speaker, there is an art and a
science to medicine, and the art in-
volves the doctor-patient relationship.
It’s built on mutual trust and under-
standing, knowledge of the patient,
trust on both the patient and the doc-
tor’s part to do what’s in the best in-
terest of the patient. But not only
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that; the doctor-patient relationship is
where costs are incurred and quality
occurs. This gentleman would not have
had the quality of life if he had not had
this operation and if this law had been
in existence, which would have delayed
or prohibited such treatment.

Mr. LEVIN. Could I ask you, Madam
Speaker, how much time there is re-
maining on each side of the Ways and
Means Committee.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) has
28v4 minutes remaining. The gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. CAMP) has 24Y%
minutes remaining.

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself 10 seconds.

What the reform did was to make
sure that the doctor-patient relation-
ship was maintained and that there
would be millions more patients in the
United States of America.

I now yield 2 minutes to another dis-
tinguished member of the Ways and
Means Committee, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. KIND).

(Mr. KIND asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIND. I thank the gentleman for
yielding me this time.

Madam Speaker, shortly after pas-
sage of the Affordable Care Act, a
young mother in my congressional dis-
trict, Beth Ferstl, wrote me a letter,
and she wrote it on behalf of her 13-
month-old son Henry. In it she wrote:
“My son had a stroke before he was
even born. He wanted to personally
thank you for passing this historic
health care bill, but he’s only 13
months old; and between juggling neu-
rologists, OT, PT and speech therapy,
he hasn’t found the time. Let me be his
voice. As a voter, as your constituent,
as a mother, thank you.”

I contacted Beth to find out what her
family’s situation was in this par-
ticular case. She told me that because
little Henry had a stroke before he was
born, literally by the time he took his
first breath in life, he was uninsurable
because he had a preexisting condition.

Now, I've been to Iraq four times,
I've been to Afghanistan twice, I've
met with our troops in the field. I
thought I met the bravest people in the
whole world, our men and women in
uniform who are laying their lives on
the line every day for us to better se-
cure and make safe our Nation. But if
my Republican colleagues can move
forward on this repeal today and look
into the eyes of little Henry Ferstl and
not only say to him, not only do we
have the ability to do something to
help you but chose not to, but today we
choose to take it away from you, then
you guys have got to be the bravest
people in the world because I can’t do
that. No one should be able to do that
to the 20 million children that have
preexisting conditions throughout this
country that this bill fixed.

A young man, 21 years old, in Black
River Falls came up to me after the
vote and thanked me. I asked him why,
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is there something in particular that
he was most concerned about in this
bill? He said, Yeah. A couple of years
ago my younger brother needed a kid-
ney so I donated him one of mine. Be-
cause I did, even though I am perfectly
healthy today, every insurance com-
pany I've contacted is treating me as if
I have a preexisting condition and they
will not insure me.

We can do better than that. That is
what the Affordable Care Act is all
about, to address these injustices. I en-
courage my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’ on
repeal.

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, it is my
pleasure to yield 2 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from New Jer-
sey, a joyful member of our committee,
Mr. PASCRELL.

Mr. PASCRELL. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

There is not one Member of Congress
in these distinguished Halls that has
not been called upon to help a con-
stituent who has been threatened to
have their insurance taken away from
them. Whether it was heart disease,
whether it was cancer, asthma, high
blood pressure—I've been through
many of them. And isn’t it interesting
that when the congressional office in-
tervenes, they give things a second
thought. It should not be that way.

Who are the 2,000 economists we’re
talking about that are wondering
about this health care act? Are they
the same ones who predicted enormous
increases in the economy of the United
States in the last 10 years? Oh, those 10
yvears we wish to forget, we have amne-
sia.

Whether it be in town halls or small
groups, when I have asked individuals
to raise their hands if they were
against closing the Medicare doughnut
hole, allowing children to stay on a
family’s health plan until 26, ensuring
Americans are not denied insurance for
preexisting conditions, no one raises
their hand. In the last debate I had,
Madam Speaker, just before the elec-
tion, my opponent didn’t raise his hand
and I went through 18 of these very spe-
cific parts of the health care legisla-
tion.

In my district alone, repeal will in-
crease the number of uninsured by
66,000. I can’t vote for this repeal. I
can’t let them down or their insurance
will go up.

How about the business person? Sixty
percent of businesses who go into bank-
ruptcy it’s because of the health care
bills they can’t afford. I can’t let them
down either.

Before I conclude, I want to make
this point, Madam Speaker: last Octo-
ber, Federal Judge Steeh found the
mandate constitutional because by for-
going insurance, individuals are mak-
ing an economic decision to pay for
their health care costs later out of
pocket. That’s how we get stuck with
the bill. We need to end this.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

The
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Mr. LEVIN. I yield the gentleman an
additional 10 seconds.

Mr. PASCRELL. That means that the
people of Texas pay, the people of New
Jersey pay, the people of California
pay. In essence, everyone pays for
those who don’t have insurance. Let’s
get straight on this. We can’t afford
this, and we must reject repeal.

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to a distinguished member of
the Ways and Means Committee, the
gentleman from Nevada (Mr. HELLER).
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Mr. HELLER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

I rise in support of H.R. 2.

Last year the previous Speaker of the
House told Members that we needed to
pass the health care bill so that we
could find out what was in it. Now
Members and the American people
have had the opportunity to read it,
and they don’t like it. What they have
found includes a $1.2 trillion price tag
and more than 100 new Federal pro-
grams and onerous mandates that re-
flect how out of touch the previous ma-
jority was with the American people.

This Congress will reject these poli-
cies, replace them with market-based
reforms that will provide greater ac-
cess and affordability of health care.
Repealing the bill would help more Ne-
vada employers and their workers keep
the insurance that they currently
enjoy. An estimated half of all employ-
ers and 80 percent of small businesses
will be forced to give up their coverage
under current law, which I find unac-
ceptable.

Uncertainty in the business commu-
nity means fewer jobs created. In my
home State, where unemployment per-
sists at more than 14 percent, it also
means thousands of Nevadans continue
depending on unemployment benefits
when what they want is a decent job to
provide for their families.

Furthermore, we must act to prevent
last year’s bill from further impacting
the pocketbooks of hardworking Amer-
icans who are already struggling. Re-
pealing this bill will protect Nevadans
from predictable health care premium
increases of at least $2,100, block a $570
billion tax increase on all Americans,
and keep Nevada’s seniors in their cur-
rent Medicare Advantage plan while
preventing higher prescription drug
prices.

Madam Speaker, this Congress is in
the business of cutting red tape, not
creating it. I strongly support passage
of HR. 2. I look forward to working
with my colleagues to pass meaningful
legislation that will promote better,
more affordable medical care.

Mr. LEVIN. It is my pleasure to yield
2 minutes to a valued member of our
committee, the gentlewoman from Ne-
vada (Ms. BERKLEY).

Ms. BERKLEY. I thank the chairman
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong op-
position to this legislative stunt to re-
peal health care reform, and I'm going
to tell you why.
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There are 600,000 of my fellow Nevad-
ans who have no health insurance. This
doesn’t mean that they don’t get sick.
It means that they wait until they’re
very sick and then they go to the emer-
gency rooms to get care. Every hos-
pital in southern Nevada is operating
in the red. Why is that? Because the
cost of providing health care to the un-
insured in emergency rooms is astro-
nomical.

But there’s more. If we repeal this
bill, we will be eliminating the pre-
existing condition ban. If you have a
preexisting condition, which at least
129,000 people in my congressional dis-
trict have, you will not be able to get
any insurance at all.

If we repeal this bill, all of those 20-
somethings who are living at home and
because of the economy they can’t find
a job, they’re not going to be able to
stay on their parents’ health care plan.
That’s 26,000 people in my congres-
sional district, including my two chil-
dren.

The health care reform bill elimi-
nates lifetime caps. Ask Jazelle Scott,
age 8, or Michael Braun, age 5. They
both have juvenile diabetes and they
both have already exceeded their life-
time caps. Better yet, why don’t you
ask their mothers how they’re going to
be able to afford the lifesaving medica-
tion for their children if this bill is re-
pealed.

And what should we tell our seniors,
the millions that fall into the dough-
nut hole that this law starts to close?
We changed our minds? And who’s
going to ask the 8,900 seniors in my dis-
trict who received the $250 check last
year to help with the high cost of their
medications to return the check? I'm
not going to do that. Or the discount
that they’re going to be receiving this
year on prescription medication, it’s
not going to be available? I'm not
going to do that to them. And are we
going to take away the preventative
health care benefits that will help
90,000 seniors in my congressional dis-
trict alone? I won’t do that.

And what about the 16,000 small busi-
nesses who will now be eligible for
health care tax credits? We’re saying
small businesses don’t want that? I
know at least one. Thousands more
have contacted my office. Ron Nolson
has a small family business. He also
wants to be able to provide health care
insurance for his employees.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. LEVIN. I yield the gentlewoman
an additional 15 seconds.

Ms. BERKLEY. Finally, for those
who are truly concerned about the def-
icit, the CBO, the nonpartisan arm of
Congress, explicitly stated that repeal
will cost $260 billion over 10 years. It
appears that those who shout the loud-
est about the deficit want to add to it.

Let’s fix what needs fixing, and let’s
not repeal this lifesaving, life-enhanc-
ing legislation. And we need to do the
doctors fix, too.

Mr. CAMP. I yield 2 minutes to a dis-
tinguished member of the Ways and
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Means Committee and deputy whip, the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. ROSKAM).

Mr. ROSKAM. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

You know, the past year we have had
an incredible national conversation
about this issue, health care, and it has
been robust and dynamic, and it has
brought about a sense of clarity. You
know, oftentimes we tell people, look,
if you want to participate, participate
in the ballot box. Make your voice
heard. And I really don’t think there’s
any arguing that last November people
made their voices heard, and they said
with real clarity that they want this
bill repealed and they want it replaced
with something that brings health care
costs down and deals with preexisting
conditions.

Employers in my home State, Madam
Speaker, just got hit hard with the new
tax increase that got jammed through
by the Illinois General Assembly. Sev-
enty-four percent of employers in the
Midwest have recently, in surveys, said
that this bill that we’re talking about
repealing would have an adverse im-
pact on their hiring decisions.

Now, it’s with no sense of irony that
now-Minority Leader NANCY PELOSI,
when she was Speaker, said that we
have to pass the bill so that you can
see what’s in it. Well, she did, and we
do. And the American public does. And
the American public said, Enough.
They understand that what has to hap-
pen is that businesses have to be able
to thrive and to hire and to grow and
be dynamic.

If we repeal this and replace this
with the type of thoughtful health care
initiative that is going to be forth-
coming, I think we will do a world of
service to everybody that we’re trying
to help, and that is to change this
economy so that people want to hire
again.

Mr. LEVIN. I yield 2 minutes to an-
other distinguished member of the
Ways and Means Committee, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY).

Mr. CROWLEY. I thank my friend
from Michigan for yielding the time.

Madam Speaker, today we consider
the first major piece of legislation of
the 112th Congress—the first.

Does this legislation create one job?
Not one single job will be created by
this legislation. In fact, if this bill were
to become law, over 4 million jobs that
will be created over the next 10 years
will not come to fruition.

Does this bill reduce the deficit? This
bill does not reduce the deficit by one
penny. In fact, if it became law, it
would increase the deficit by $230 bil-
lion.

Does it strengthen our middle class?
No, this bill will not strengthen our
middle class. It will devastate the lives
of millions of Americans who are fi-
nally free from the fear that they or
their children will not have health in-
surance.

I've heard from so many throughout
my constituency and throughout this
country of the importance of what this
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bill has done for their lives. I'm not
going to go back and tell them today
that that’s all undone.

And despite what you may say on the
other side of the aisle, if this bill be-
comes law, 3 million people in this
country who have received checks for
$250 will have to pay that money back.
There is no alternative. You can say
what you want. But as this law is writ-
ten, that’s exactly what will happen.

For the 20 million children who now
have insurance, who’s going to pay the
costs for what they have incurred so
far? Are their parents going to pay it?
Are they responsible for it?

Republicans are not offering a single
solution to this problem. They can’t
even tell you what their secret plan is.
It’s part of the Harry Houdini health
care strategy—mow you have health
care, now you don’t. Our constituents
deserve better.

But don’t just take my word for it.
Independent sources have confirmed
the danger that repeal will cause to our
country—stopping job creation, explod-
ing the deficit, and even shortening the
life of the Medicare trust fund by 12
years.

This bill is clearly wrong for our
economy and it’s clearly wrong for our
country. We cannot go backwards, no
way, no how, not now, not ever.

Mr. CAMP. I yield 1%2 minutes to a
distinguished member of the Ways and
Means Committee, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. GERLACH).

Mr. GERLACH. I thank the gen-
tleman.

Madam Speaker, it’s been almost 1
year since many of us here in the
House offered a sobering prognosis
about the devastating side effects the
massive $2.4 trillion health care plan
would have on our small businesses,
our seniors, and our families.

Last year many warned that con-
cocting a scheme centered on expensive
government mandates, $500 billion in
new taxes, and bigger bureaucracy
would weaken our economy and is sim-
ply the wrong prescription for bringing
about meaningful change to a health
care system that truly needs a strong
dose of reform.
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Well, that prognosis has turned out
to be painfully accurate. Small busi-
ness owners are furious over the ever-
increasing insurance premiums that
continue to this day, and the 1099 man-
date, which requires them to send a
slip of paper to the IRS for every busi-
ness transaction of $600 or more. A new
2.3 percent tax on innovators in our
thriving medical device industry is
also choking off investment and hurt-
ing job growth. And that’s jeopardizing
approximately 20,000 jobs in Pennsyl-
vania alone.

And all the enactments, tax hikes,
and mandates could put an estimated
700,000 Americans out of work at a time
when unemployment hovers at 10 per-
cent. Let there be no mistake: Reform
is needed. But not big government,
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high tax solutions. No, we need com-
monsense ideas, ideas that would lower
costs by creating more competition
among insurance companies, allowing
greater freedom of choice for con-
sumers to buy insurance across State
lines, and eliminating lawsuit abuses
that drive up costs by as much as $150
billion every year.

We have the opportunity, starting
with a ‘‘yes’” vote today, to begin
working on true reforms that will
lower costs and increase affordability
and accessibility of health insurance.
So let’s start that process with the
right reforms today, together.

Mr. LEVIN. It is my special privilege
to yield 1 minute to our very distin-
guished leader, the gentlewoman from
the State of California (Ms. PELOSI).

Ms. PELOSI. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, today a bill has
come to the floor to repeal patients’
rights, to put insurance companies
back in charge of the health of the
American people, and to balloon the
deficit. Yesterday, in the one and only
hearing on this very important bill, the
repeal of patients’ rights, Democrats
heard from Americans benefiting from
the health care reform. Nothing speaks
more eloquently to the success of
health care reform than their own per-
sonal stories.

After hearing from seven of them
yesterday, I said I wished the entire
Congress could hear your stories. I
wish our Republican colleagues would
have had a hearing so they could hear
from you the difference this has made
in your lives and the difference it’s
making in the lives of millions of
Americans. So I told them that I would
share their stories with you.

First, we heard from a young woman,
Vernal Branch, who was diagnosed
with breast cancer 15 years ago. The
good news is that Vernal survived
breast cancer. The not so good news is
that she has a preexisting medical con-
dition for the rest of her life. As she
told us yesterday, the Affordable Care
Act changed all that. What she said
was the Affordable Care Act, ‘‘rep-
resents protection from the uncer-
tainty and fear that came with being
denied health insurance coverage be-
cause of my past disease.”” She said, ‘It
represents freedom for my husband and
me to make important choices about
our lives and careers.”

Repeal of the patients’ rights that is
being proposed today would mean that
129 million Americans under the age of
65 like Vernal would lose their health
insurance because they have pre-
existing medical conditions.

Next we heard from a mom, Lori
Bresnan. She has a 22-year-old son suf-
fering from celiac disease. Still a stu-
dent, he was facing the prospect of fin-
ishing school and entering the work-
force without insurance but with a pre-
existing medical condition. Because of
the law, Lori said, “We are thrilled we
have the option to keep him on our in-
surance in this interim when families
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so often struggle to keep their kids
covered.”

In a similar vein, Alexander Lataille,
a new graduate, struggling to find
work in this economy even though he
has two degrees, one in atmospheric
science and one in social science—he
wants to be a meteorologist—said that
if he lost his ability to stay on his par-
ents’ insurance plan until age 26, he
would be faced with a choice, ‘‘either
to pay my student loans or to get
health insurance.” He actually said, ‘I
would have little choice in the matter.
I would need to pay down my college
loans first and go uninsured.”’

Repeal, as being suggested by our Re-
publican colleagues, would mean that
over 1.2 million young Americans like
Lori’s son and Alexander would lose
their insurance coverage that they re-
ceived through their parents’ plans.

We next heard from Ed Burke, who
has testified before. He told me he had
testified at the invitation of Speaker
Gingrich years ago. For much of his
life, Ed Burke has suffered from hemo-
philia. Two of his brothers do too. They
have three brothers with hemophilia.
Though he has health insurance, he has
faced the constant worry that his
treatments could surpass the plan’s
lifetime cap. Repealing patients’ rights
has a clear impact for Ed. As he said,
“I will lose the freedom to keep my job
if efforts to repeal my protections are
successful.”

Repeal, as is being suggested today,
would mean that over 165 million
Americans with private insurance cov-
erage like Ed would again find them-
selves subject to lifetime limits on how
much insurance companies will spend
on their health care.

Next we heard from a small business-
woman, a doctor. Dr. Odette Cohen is a
small business owner from Willingboro,
New Jersey. She said she will be better
able to afford to give her employees
health care coverage because of the re-
form. But she also told us a very per-
sonal story, it was very powerful,
about her two cousins, Rhonda and
Roger. Both of them were diagnosed
with cancer about the same time.
Rhonda worked for a large corporation.
She had health care. She had an early
intervention. And she received aggres-
sive care and life-giving care. Roger,
however, received only pain treatment
in the emergency room. He worked for
a small business that didn’t have
health insurance. So he couldn’t have
that early intervention. Rhonda is
alive and well. Roger died.

As Dr. Cohen said, ‘“The choice to
work for a small business versus a
large company should not be a choice
between life and death in the United
States. But it was the choice for my
cousin.” Repeal, as is being suggested
today, would mean that more than four
million small businesses like Odette’s,
Dr. Cohen’s, would lose the oppor-
tunity to receive tax credits to provide
health insurance to their employees.
As we know, small businesses are the
engine of job creation in our country.
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Odette told us that she wanted to at-
tract the best talent, and she wanted to
have health insurance for them in
order to do that.

We next heard from Claudette
Therriault. She and her husband, Rich-
ard, are seniors on Medicare. Richard is
a diabetic, and his insulin alone costs
$1,000 a month. When Claudette and
Richard fell into the doughnut hole,
she said, ‘“We had to choose between
defaulting on our loan for our home or
my husband’s health. Well, we chose
my husband’s health,” she said. ‘“‘But
changes made are starting to end the
doughnut hole, so families like ours
aren’t forced to choose between staying
healthy and paying the mortgage.”

Repeal would mean that over 2.7 mil-
lion Medicare beneficiaries would again
fall into the doughnut hole, and Medi-
care would no longer pay for an annual
checkup for 44.1 million seniors.

One of the most powerful
testimonials—I say this as a mother
and a grandmother—was from Stacie
Ritter. Stacie has 12-year-old twin
daughters, Hannah and Madeleine.
Well, they are 11, almost 12. Can you
imagine having these beautiful daugh-
ters, Hannah and Madeleine? They are
12 now. When they were 4 years old
they were both diagnosed with cancer.
Both of them, the twins.
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At 4 years old, diagnosed with leu-
kemia, Hannah and Madeline faced
stem cell transplants, chemotherapy
and total body irradiation. But as their
mother, Stacie, said, ‘“We were very
fortunate at the time. My husband had
full coverage through his employer.”
But because of the additional cost of
health care, ‘“We ended up bankrupt,
even with full insurance coverage.”

She told the stories about how the
insurance company refused to do this,
that and the other thing. But in any
event, today Hannah and Madeline are
healthy, happy 12-year-olds; but they
still have a preexisting condition. Ac-
cording to Stacie, ‘“‘My children now
have protections from insurance dis-
crimination based on their preexisting
cancer condition. They will never have
to fear the rescission of their insurance
policy if they get sick. They can look
forward to lower health insurance costs
and preventive care.”

The repeal suggested today would
mean that 17 million American chil-
dren with a preexisting medical condi-
tion could lose their health insurance
because they have preexisting condi-
tions. It would change everything for
Hannah and for Madeline.

In Congress, on behalf of these Amer-
icans, Democrats have made a firm
commitment that we will judge every
proposal that comes to the floor by
whether it creates jobs, strengthens
the middle class, and reduces the def-
icit.

The repeal of patients’ rights fails on
all three counts. In fact, consider the
cost to our Federal budget. According
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to the nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office, repeal would add $230 billion
to the deficit over the next decade.

Just less than a year ago on this
floor I quoted the late Senator Ken-
nedy, many of us did, our inspiration in
all of this, calling health care reform
“‘the great unfinished business of our
society.”” By completing that great un-
finished business of our society, now
patients and their doctors are in
charge of their health, not insurance
companies.

Because of the wonderful testimony
that we had yesterday, which was rep-
resentative of what Members of Con-
gress have told the Rules Committee,
told our colleagues and told us from
our districts across the country, be-
cause of their stories of success of this
bill only being in force for a few
months—these provisions, most of
them, only went into effect since Sep-
tember—because of them, because of
Hannah and Madeline, because repeal
would be devastating to so many Amer-
icans, I am pleased to join a broad coa-
lition in opposing it, every organiza-
tion from the AARP to the UAW and
everything in between, the Catholic
Health Association, Easter Seals and
the NAACP.

I think we should send a strong mes-
sage today with a great vote against
this repeal, which is so harmful to the
health of the American people, which is
so damaging to our fiscal health as
well, and to have people know that we
want to have what is best for them.

We all want them to think that in
order for them to have the same kind
of access to health care that we do, we
should say to them, ‘“Run for Con-
gress.”” We want them to have it be-
cause Congress has acted upon their
needs, their strengths and the strength
of our country.

I urge a ‘“‘no’” on the repeal.

Mr. CAMP. I yield 2 minutes to a dis-
tinguished member of the Ways and
Means Committee, the gentleman from
Georgia, Dr. PRICE.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I thank the
gentleman.

Madam Speaker, over the past 4
years the previous majority took every
opportunity to expand the reach and
the scope of the Federal Government.
You see, they believe in government
solutions. We believe in people.

We believe in solutions that embrace
people and individuals. Now, as a phy-
sician with countless personal stories,
those solutions in health care mean pa-
tient-centered solutions, not govern-
ment-centered solutions.

It’s important to repeal this bill for
many reasons, but two very specific
reasons. First, it’s exactly what we
said we were going to do. If given the
privilege of leading once again, we
would vote to repeal this bill. And, sec-
ond, it’s the principled thing to do. If
you think about it, all of the principles
that we hold dear in health care,
whether it’s accessibility or afford-
ability or quality, or responsiveness of
the system, or innovation of the sys-
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tem so that we have the highest qual-
ity, or choices, choices for patients—
none of them, none of them are im-
proved by the current law or the bill.
Premiums are increasing, jobs are
being lost because of the bill. Quality
is being defined by bureaucrats, not by
patients or families or doctors.

The good news is that there are posi-
tive solutions that embrace funda-
mental American principles that allow
us to solve these challenges without
putting the government in charge, and
that’s exactly where we will lead over
the coming months and, yes, over the
coming years.

Madam Speaker, the status quo in
health care is unacceptable. The bill
that was passed is destructive to both
principle and to patients. The work we
will begin tomorrow, after we vote to
repeal today, will be focused on pa-
tients, on people, and not the govern-
ment.

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to an active former member of
our committee, the distinguished gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HIGGINS).

Mr. HIGGINS. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, since 1970, health
care costs have increased an average of
9.9 percent a year, far outpacing infla-
tion and creating a drag on our econ-
omy by increasing the expense of new
hiring and undermining new business
investment in this Nation.

This trend is unsustainable. Yet
while costs are increasing, the quality
of coverage is declining. Last year, the
inability to pay medical bills caused 62
percent of all personal bankruptcies in
this country, even though the filer had
health insurance in 75 percent of these
cases.

That is 868,000 American families who
went broke last year simply because
they got sick, did not have insurance
or their insurer refused to cover their
bills. This is unacceptable.

I often say that health care reform
needed a start, not a finish, and that
we will be amending and improving the
law for years to come.

However, the bill before us today
takes us back, not forward, with no
persuasive plan to reduce costs, im-
prove quality and coverage. This chal-
lenge deserves a more serious response.

I urge opposition to the bill.

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I yield
1% minutes to a distinguished member
of the Ways and Means Committee, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. BU-
CHANAN).

Mr. BUCHANAN. Madam Speaker, I
stand before you today as a self-made
businessman with 30 years of experi-
ence. I have been fortunate to create
thousands of jobs, meet payrolls, and
balance budgets.

As the past chairman of the Florida
Chamber, which represents 137,000 busi-
nesses across Florida, the number one
issue 7 years ago when I was chairman
and the number one issue today is af-
fordable health care for small busi-
nesses.
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They are the job creators. They cre-
ate 70 percent of the jobs. The Business
Roundtable says today that the aver-
age employee for their family of four is
$10,000. This bill does nothing to bring
down the costs. In fact, in the next 10
years it’s going to go from $10,000 to
$30,000.

I was with a pharmacist the other
day, a private pharmacist. He employs
about 20 to 30 people. We talked about
various things. I didn’t go there to talk
to him about health care; but he
brought out his health care bill, just
got it, it went up another 22 percent. It
went up 20 percent the year before.

I don’t know who my friends on the
other side are talking to, but most
small businesses in Florida that I
know, they are very, very concerned
about health care and the escalation of
the costs going forward. It’s a job kill-
er.

With a national unemployment rate
at 9.5 and even higher in our State of
Florida, this law is going in the wrong
direction. We need to be working with
small businesses on solutions to help
them grow, succeed and provide health
care at affordable cost.

They do create, as I mentioned be-
fore, 70 percent of the jobs. You can’t
get the job unless we can help small
businesses obtain affordable health
care.

O 1550

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, it is
now my privilege to yield 2 minutes to
another distinguished former member
of our committee, Ms. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. .

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, it’s no secret
that our economy is still sluggish. So
our top priority in this Congress should
be about creating jobs. It’s certainly
my top priority. And I want to work
with Republicans to meet that goal. In-
stead, House Republicans are focused
on repealing patients’ rights, putting
insurance companies back in charge
and ballooning the deficit. American
families have suffered and waited far
too long for the freedom and security
that affordable health care provides.
And now the Republican majority is
trying to take that freedom and snatch
that security away.

If Republicans have their way, fami-
lies will once again lose their benefits
when insurers unfairly cancel or cap
their coverage. If Republicans have
their way, children with disabilities
and pregnant women won’t be safe
from discrimination by insurers. If Re-
publicans have their way, seniors in
my district will be forced to return the
$250 in prescription assistance they re-
ceived under the Democratic health
care reform bill, and millions of hard-
working Americans will lose the free-
dom to start their own business be-
cause they will be afraid of giving up
the health insurance tied to their cur-
rent job.

This is a costly plan for seniors, chil-
dren, and families in my district and
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for the taxpayers of America. To stand
up for families that deserve and need
our help, we must reject this plan. I
urge everybody to vote ‘‘no’’ on the re-
peal of health care. I thank the gen-
tleman from Michigan.

Mr. CAMP. I yield 1%2 minutes to a
distinguished member of the Ways and
Means Committee, the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam
Speaker, I would like to share a per-
spective from an employer in my dis-
trict. Visiting this small business, ac-
tually a few hundred employees but
still considered a small business, we
toured the plant. He shared with me
the benefit plans for the employees. He
went on to say that orders are coming
in, but they are refraining from hiring
new people because of the uncertainty
of the cost of hiring a new employee.
This shows that the health care bill,
primarily, is causing uncertainty in
the employment sector and causing
employers to hold back on hiring new
people. This is not good for our econ-
omy. It’s not good for our deficit. Most
importantly, it’s not good for the
American people. And that’s why I'm
extremely concerned with the $20 bil-
lion tax on medical device makers that
will just increase the cost of cutting-
edge medical technology for consumers
and patients themselves.

Madam Speaker, we need a patient-
centered health care plan, one that
does not depend on new government
programs, one that focuses more on pa-
tients, and one that will cause a lot of
the problems to go away.

Mr. LEVIN. Could you please tell us,
Madam Speaker, the time remaining
on each side for our committee?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr.
LEVIN of Michigan has 15% minutes re-
maining. Mr. CAMP of Michigan has 15
minutes remaining.

Mr. LEVIN. It is now my privilege to
yield 1% minutes to the very distin-
guished gentlewoman from California
(Ms. LEE).

Ms. LEE of California. I want to
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong op-
position to this bill. Every time we
take on this bill to repeal the very im-
portant freedoms provided by the
health care reform law, it’s really a
critical minute that we are not focus-
ing on jobs. We should be debating how
to create jobs, how to get our economy
going and how to reduce the deficit. In-
stead, Republicans want to add $230 bil-
lion to the deficit and to empower
health insurance companies—mind
you, health insurance companies—to
take away patients’ rights in their own
health decisions that they should be
making with themselves and their
health care physicians, nurses, and pro-
viders.

This repeal gives insurance compa-
nies much, much, much too much
power. Literally, their idea is to return
to the same failed system that has left
50 million people, including 7% million
children, without health care. In the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

current economic environment, where
more people are without coverage and
where jobs are scarce, making it more
difficult for people to access health
care or to keep their health care cov-
erage is downright wrong. Repeal of
the law would set us back where once
again health care would be a privilege
for those who can afford it rather than
a basic human right for each and every
American.

When I voted for health care reform,
I said it was in the memory of all of
those who died prematurely because
they had no health care and also in
honor of and support for those who will
now live longer and healthier lives be-
cause they would have health care. Re-
pealing this health care law really is
morally wrong, and it’s fiscally irre-
sponsible.

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I yield
1% minutes to a distinguished member
of the Ways and Means Committee, the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. SCHOCK).

Mr. SCHOCK. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of the repeal of
this job-killing health care law. How
many times as American citizens did
we hear the President say on national
television, “If you like your health
care coverage, you can keep it?”’ But
for the rest of the Americans, let me
talk to you. Well, ladies and gentle-
men, wake up, because if you are one of
the 80 percent of Americans who have
an employer-provided health care plan
that you like, you’re about to lose it.

Simply put, the burdens placed on
employers by this new law are too cost-
ly. The estimated cost for an employer
to provide the ‘“‘minimum essential
benefits’’ package as prescribed by this
bill will cost them per full-time em-
ployee $12,250 a year. As we speak,
businesses all across America are
crunching the numbers and figuring
out that it’s financially more bene-
ficial for them as companies to pay the
$2,000 per employee penalty and dump
their employees into the government-
run health care plan. The result, of
course, will be that the 80 percent of
Americans who currently like their
health care coverage will be put in a
government-run system that, of course,
will be riddled with inefficiencies and
limited options. Think the DMV or
FEMA for your health care plan.

Additionally, this health care legisla-
tion is riddled with job-destroying reg-
ulations, burdens, and tax increases
that will stifle private-sector growth
and smother economic recovery in this
country.

According to the National Federation
of Independent Business and the Cham-
ber of Commerce, this will cost 1.6 mil-
lion jobs as it currently stands. I urge
passage of this repeal.

Mr. LEVIN. It is now my privilege to
yield 12 minutes to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. SCOTT).

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia.
Thank you very much, Chairman
LEVIN. I really appreciate it so very
much.

I have listened for the last 2 days,
and I have heard my friends from the
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other side refer to this as ObamaCare,
so derisively, mean-spiritedly. But let
me assure you what we’re talking
about that is the law of the land today
is not ObamaCare. It is America’s
health care for all the American peo-
ple. It is the health care for that senior
citizen who is sitting down at her
kitchen table thankful that she now
has a 50 percent discount on all of her
prescription drugs, and she does not
want to see this repealed. It’s for that
youngster who can now be on his par-
ents’ insurance until he’s 26 years old
in these tough economic times. The
American people want this and do not
want to see it repealed.

And I want to say to the American
people, have no fear, let not your heart
be troubled. This law will not be re-
pealed. Yes, they will vote for it today.
But it’s not going to be taken up in the
Senate, and it’s not going to be signed
by the President. So what do the Amer-
ican people say about this? They want
us to be concerned about jobs. And cer-
tainly if we have to deal with this
health care, why should we not be deal-
ing with some of the critical issues?
The American people do not want this
bill, this law, repealed. They want it
fixed. They’d love to see Democrats
and Republicans working together on
the 1099s. Sure, there’s too much paper-
work for small businesses. Let us work
on that. This medical liability issue,
the number one reason why Kkids are
not going into medicine, let us work on
that. And the reimbursement rate for
our physicians. The American people
want us to fix it, not repeal it.

Mr. CAMP. I yield 1%2 minutes to a
distinguished member of the Ways and
Means Committee, the gentleman from
New York (MR. LEE).

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speak-
er, today we are doing what we prom-
ised the American people we would do
after the November election. We will
vote to repeal last year’s massive
health care law. Most importantly, we
will also vote to begin replacing this
massive new government entitlement
with commonsense reforms that actu-
ally remove costs from our health care
system.
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We can all agree our current health
care system is unsustainable. It is ripe
for reform.

Passing last year’s 2,300-page mon-
strosity will raise health care costs by
$311 billion over the next decade, ac-
cording to the administration’s own ac-
tuaries. It will raise health care costs
for seniors and cut more than $500 bil-
lion for Medicare and Medicare Advan-
tage, which are both very popular
plans.

It will cause employers to simply
drop the insurance they offer employ-
ees because they have done the math
and they understand that it’s cheaper
to just pay the penalty than pay for
the insurance, leading to struggling
Americans being kicked out of their
current plan they have and they like.
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That is not the reform Americans de-
serve. We need to include medical li-
ability reform. The CBO has scored
that at a $564 billion savings.

Meaningful reform will allow western
New Yorkers to start buying insurance
across State lines to encourage com-
petition. And meaningful reform will
empower small businesses to group to-
gether to cut costs and provide cov-
erage to their employees.

Republicans are pursuing these com-
monsense reforms because we made a
promise to the American people and be-
cause we believe health care reforms
need to address both affordability and
accessibility. It can be done, and we
are committed to making it happen.

Mr. LEVIN. I now yield 12 minutes
to the gentlewoman from New York
(Mrs. MALONEY).

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong opposition to the Republican
bill which would take health care away
from millions of Americans, children,
families, and individuals.

I have heard my Republican col-
leagues mention cost throughout this
day. Well, make no mistake, there
would also be a cost in leaving tens of
millions of Americans uninsured.

According to a recent study pub-
lished by the American Journal of Pub-
lic Health, uninsured working age
Americans have a 40 percent higher
risk of death than their privately in-
sured counterparts. The study esti-
mates that lack of health insurance
causes over 44,000 excess deaths annu-
ally. That works out to about omne
death every 12 minutes from lack of
health insurance. My colleagues, let us
not forget to count those lives as a
very real and continuing cost: over
44,000 deaths a year, one every 12 min-
utes.

I urge my colleagues to support the
Democratic plan, lifesaving legislation,
and vote against the Republican repeal
of health care. It is wrong for America.
I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong opposition to
this harmful, ill-conceived bill.

When the Republican Majority said it was
going to make the deficit their defining issue
this Congress, most of us did not realize it
was to make the deficit bigger. But according
to the Congressional Budget Office, their first
act to repeal health care would do just that—
add $230 billion to the deficit while making
Americans pay more for health care.

Instead of focusing on job creation, Repub-
licans are running up our deficit, jeopardizing
the health of millions of Americans, and threat-
ening the creation of new jobs.

Under the Republican repeal effort:

Insurance companies will once again be
able to drop people when they get sick—ex-
actly when coverage is needed most;

Children with pre-existing conditions will be
denied coverage, while insurance companies
would again impose devastating annual and
lifetime caps;

Young people will not be able to stay on
their parents’ plans until age 26;
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Pregnant women and breast cancer sur-
vivors can be denied coverage;

Seniors will face an increase in their pre-
scription drug costs—millions thrown back into
the Medicare Part D Donut Hole. Repeal
would deny seniors a 50 percent discount on
prescription drugs, re-creating the devastating
coverage gap.

Each of these things will disappear if Re-
publicans are able to repeal the historic health
reform law.

In my home state of New York, repealing
the Affordable Care Act would be devastating.
New York residents, providers, small busi-
nesses and other employers would be denied
critical new benefits of the law, from protec-
tions against insurance industry abuses to
new coverage options and millions of dollars
in support so states like New York can deliver
quality, affordable health care options to all of
its residents.

Without the Affordable Care Act, New York
will suffer:

77,800 young adults would lose their insur-
ance coverage through their parents’ health
plans, sometimes just after they finish school
and as they are looking for a job. Families
across New York would lose the peace of
mind the Affordable Care Act provides by
making sure that young adults can stay on
their parents plan to age 26 if they do not
have coverage of their own.

More than 10 million residents of New York
with private insurance coverage would sud-
denly find themselves vulnerable again to hav-
ing lifetime limits placed on how much insur-
ance companies will spend on their health
care.

Insurance companies would once again be
allowed to cut off someone’s coverage unex-
pectedly when they are in an accident or be-
come sick, because of a simple mistake on an
application. This would leave 734,000 people
in New York at risk of losing their insurance at
the moment they need it most, as one of the
worst abuses of the insurance industry would
become legal again.

New insurance plans would no longer be re-
quired to cover recommended preventive serv-
ices, like mammograms and flu shots, without
cost sharing, nor would they have to guar-
antee enrollees the right to choose any avail-
able primary care provider in the network or
see an OB-GYN without a referral.

Nearly 2.9 million seniors in New York who
have Medicare coverage would be forced to
pay a co-pay to receive important preventive
services, like mammograms and
colonoscopies.

Medicare would no longer pay for an annual
check-up visit, so nearly 2.9 million seniors in
New York who have Medicare coverage would
have to pay extra if they want to stay healthy
by getting check-ups regularly.

192,596 on Medicare would see significantly
higher prescription drug costs: In New York,
192,596 Medicare beneficiaries received a
one-time, tax-free $250 rebate to help pay for
prescription drugs in the “donut hole” cov-
erage gap in 2010. Medicare beneficiaries
who fall into the “donut hole” in 2011 will be
eligible for 50 percent discounts on covered
brand name prescription drugs. Without the
law, the burden of high prescription drug costs
would hurt millions of Medicare beneficiaries
across the country.

For the sake of argument, if we remove the
moral obligation of providing health care to 32
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million Americans who would lose coverage
with this repeal, we are still left with a compel-
ling fiscal reason for opposing the repeal of
this law:

Repeal adds $230 billion to the deficit over
the first 10 years and more than $1.2 trillion in
the second decade (around one-half percent
of GDP).

Americans purchasing health insurance on
their own will see their costs rise.

Americans will get fewer health benefits for
their money.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to op-
pose this bill that will balloon the deficit, bur-
den our children and grandchildren, halt the
creation of jobs, and compromise the health of
millions of Americans.

Mr. CAMP. I yield 1%2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms. JEN-
KINS), a distinguished member of the
Ways and Means Committee.

Ms. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman for yielding.

Last March I voted against
ObamaCare. Rather than bringing
down health care costs for all Ameri-
cans, helping small businesses provide
health care for their employees, and
preserving Medicare for our Nation’s
seniors, this law will result in higher
premiums for families, costly unfunded
mandates, including an absurd 1099 re-
quirement, additional job-killing taxes,
and more than half a trillion dollars in
cuts to Medicare.

It was irresponsible to pass this mas-
sive job-killing plan by means of arm
twisting and gimmicks, and it is even
more irresponsible to allow implemen-
tation to begin given our national debt
is over $14 trillion, unemployment
rates are still over 9 percent, and many
States remain on the verge of bank-
ruptcy.

Not only is the bill unaffordable, but
it is such an overreach of the Federal
Government’s power, a U.S. district
judge has already deemed it unconsti-
tutional.

Americans want reforms to our
health care system, but they have spo-
ken clearly: This bill is not the change
they wanted.

I will be voting in support of H.R. 2,
voting to repeal this government take-
over of our health care system, just as
I promised my constituents I would.

Let’s repeal this bill so we can go to
work replacing it with reforms the
American people want and support. I
encourage all of my colleagues in the
House to listen to their constituents
and join me in voting ‘‘yes.”

Mr. LEVIN. I now yield 1%2 minutes
to Ms. EDWARDS from Maryland.

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I stand
today in strong opposition to Repub-
lican attempts to repeal and dismantle
our health care law, the law that Con-
gress has passed to give health care to
the American people.

Mr. Speaker, this repeal bill may ful-
fill an empty campaign promise, but it
fails to put the key American objec-
tives of creating jobs and reducing the
deficit at the top of the agenda. In fact,
the independent Congressional Budget
Office estimates that this repeal will
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increase the deficit by $230 billion over
the next 10 years. In Maryland, by con-
trast, we will save $800 million in 10
years with the new law.

We have heard the debate, but now it
is time to hear the stories of countless
millions of Americans who have a
chance at real health care. I know
these stories because I hear them every
day, Mr. Speaker, stories like Chuck,
an engineer from Hyattsville, Mary-
land, who suffers from chronic thyroid
condition and believes he will be denied
health care coverage should health
care reform be repealed; Nancy, a
mother in Germantown, Maryland, who
is grateful that the health care law has
allowed her 20-something daughter cur-
rently in graduate school to stay on
her mother’s health insurance policy. I
have even heard from constituents of
some of our Republican colleagues,
afraid about having to repay the
money because they slipped into the
doughnut hole. And I want to tell you
about Annie, a friend of mine, 28 years
old, diagnosed with leukemia, who
would have reached lifetime caps be-
cause she and her parents are trying to
save her life.

Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate we are
here today. Let’s create jobs and stop
this theater.

Mr. CAMP. I yield 1%2 minutes to the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
PAULSEN), a distinguished member of
the Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this effort to repeal the job-
destroying health care law that a ma-
jority of Americans oppose.

Now, last year Congress put job cre-
ation on the back burner and instead
pushed a very partisan, trillion-dollar
overhaul of our health care system.
Last year, at the Democrat leader-
ship’s request, Congress passed the bill
to ‘““find out what is in it.” Well, here
is what we found: a laundry list of tax
increases and job-crushing mandates
that will make it harder for small busi-
nesses to make ends meet and further
delay an economic recovery. This prob-
lem is so serious that the National
Federation of Independent Business, an
advocacy organization representing
countless small businesses that drive
the engine of our economy, found that
the new employer mandate could cost
1.6 million jobs.

In and around my district, hundreds
of medical technology companies are
now facing higher taxes to the tune of
$20 billion. We are penalizing innova-
tion when we should be encouraging it.
We are preventing lifesaving tech-
nologies from coming to market when
we should be promoting them. This is
unacceptable.

The American people deserve health
care reform that doesn’t break the
bank. We need health care reform that
lowers costs and doesn’t increase pre-
miums. We should repeal this law now
and replace it with commonsense, pa-
tient-centered alternatives; otherwise,
our economy will stagnate, our small
businesses will not be able to expand,
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and the medical device industry in my
district will continue to suffer.

Mr. LEVIN. I yield 12 minutes to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
SPEIER).

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

You know, the real question is who is
supporting this repeal of health reform.
Are the doctors of America supporting
the repeal? No; the American Medical
Association opposes it.

Is AARP supporting a repeal? No;
they are opposed to it.

Are the hospitals supporting a re-
peal? No; they are opposed to it as well.

Who supports a repeal of health care
reform? The National Chamber of Com-
merce, period.

So what do our constituents really
want? They want the costs to be
brought down. There is not one of us
who hasn’t heard a complaint from a
constituent saying, I can’t afford it
anymore.

Well, health care reform requires
that 80 percent of the premium go to
providing health care. It is starting to
put a governor on the costs of health
insurance.

The second thing that people are con-
cerned about is access for their kids
and for themselves. Well, let’s talk
about these children.

In my district there are 30,000 chil-
dren with preexisting conditions, and I
know you have gotten the same phone
calls T have gotten; a parent calling,
crying on the phone, talking about the
leukemia their child has or the asthma
their child has and their fear if their
spouse loses their job they won’t have
health insurance and they will go to
the individual market and there will be
no health insurance.

Let me tell you about Sophie
O’Riley, who, at 5 years of age, had
very serious asthma. Her parents went
to every insurer in the individual mar-
ket and could not get insurance. So
what did they do? They went bare for a
year in order to be able to access insur-
ance.

H.R. 2 is bad medicine. I urge a ‘“‘no”’
vote.
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Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to a distinguished member of
the Ways and Means Committee, the
gentleman from North Dakota (Mr.
BERG).

Mr. BERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in firm support of repealing this job-
killing health care law.

This is a $5600 billion tax that will
hurt small businesses at a time when
we need these job creators to help put
our country back on track. America’s
small businesses cannot grow with the
tax hikes and government mandates in
this law. Medicare payroll taxes will
increase. Costly penalties will be im-
posed on small businesses, and there
will be increased health care costs.

Repealing this law and removing
these barriers will provide businesses
with the certainty they need to help
get America back on track.
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My wife is a family practice doctor,
and when this law first passed, our first
concern was this puts government be-
tween patients and their doctors. We
need to repeal this law and put those
health care decisions back between the
patients directly and their doctors.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. PRICE).

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this bill lays bare what this
new Republican majority is all about.
They would repeal benefits and protec-
tions that have already dramatically
improved health care for families and
small businesses, with no credible as-
surance they would put anything in
their place.

A ‘“‘yes” vote would take away tax
credits available to up to 17,000 small
businesses in my district alone—credits
that will let them offer their employ-
ees insurance coverage just like their
larger competitors do.

A ‘“‘yes” vote on repeal would in-
crease the average cost of prescription
drugs for seniors in the ‘‘doughnut
hole” coverage gap by more than $500
this year and more than $3,000 by 2020.
What seniors on fixed incomes can af-
ford this kind of price hike?

A ‘“‘yes” vote on repeal would say to
parents, who now for the first time can
get affordable coverage for their chil-
dren with preexisting conditions: Once
again, you can be denied coverage alto-
gether.

This legislation is flying under dis-
gracefully false colors. Fiscally sound?
The Congressional Budget Office says
it will increase deficits by $230 billion
over the next 10 years. Republicans
like to call health insurance reform
“job Kkilling.”” But their repeal bill
would cost as many as 4 million jobs
over the next decade.

Our Republican colleagues have put
their tea party base above everything
else, including the health care needs of
the American people. We must recog-
nize their cynical political gesture for
what it is. This House can and must do
better.

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER), the Speaker
of the House.

Mr. BOEHNER. I thank my colleague
for yielding.

I am going to thank all the Members
of this body for a spirited but respect-
ful debate on what is a critical issue to
the American people.

Both sides of the aisle have very dif-
ferent viewpoints on what govern-
ment’s role in this health care issue
should be, and if there is one thing that
we do agree on, it is that this health
care law needs improvement. The
President said as much yesterday.

Why does it need improvement? One
only needs to look at the facts.

Yesterday, 200 economists and ex-
perts put out a letter calling this
health care bill ‘“a barrier to job
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growth.” The letter talks about how
employers are struggling to keep up
with all the mandates and tax hikes in
this law, flooding the job market with
additional uncertainty.

The one thing the American people
wanted out of health care reform was
lower costs, which the authors of this
law promised; but according to these
economists, this law will increase
spending by nearly $1 trillion—and
that is a minimum number—and add
nearly $1.5 trillion to the national
debt.

So, if we agree that this law needs
improving, why would we keep it on
the books? Why would we keep one
hand tied behind our backs when we
are dealing with 10 percent unemploy-
ment and a $14 trillion national debt?

Now, let me be clear about what re-
pealing this health care law means for
families, small businesses, and tax-
payers:

Repeal means preventing more than
$770 billion in tax hikes and elimi-
nating all the mandates and penalties
so that small businesses can grow and
hire new workers.

Repeal means reducing spending by
$540 billion, another step in tackling
the massive debt that faces our kids
and grandkids.

Repeal means protecting more than 7
million seniors from losing or being de-
nied coverage under Medicare Advan-
tage—a program they like.

Repeal means paving the way for bet-
ter solutions that will lower costs
without destroying jobs or bankrupting
our government.

And repeal means keeping a promise.
This is what we said we would do. We
listened to the people. We made a com-
mitment to them—a pledge to make
their priorities our priorities. When
you look at the facts and when you lis-
ten to the people, this is a promise
worth keeping.

Let’s stop payment on this check be-
fore it can destroy more jobs and put
us into a deeper hole. Then let’s work
together to put in place reforms that
lower the costs without destroying jobs
or bankrupting our government.

Let’s challenge ourselves to do bet-
ter.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. REYES).

Mr. REYES. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my
strong opposition to H.R. 2, which
seeks to dismantle the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act.

Repealing this law would be detri-
mental to districts like the one I rep-
resent, which have unsustainably high
rates of people without health insur-
ance. Nationally, about one in five peo-
ple is without health insurance. The
problem in my district means one in
three is without basic health coverage.
That’s 230,000 people in my district
alone.

When these individuals can’t get pre-
ventative care and they get sick, they
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wind up in the emergency room, which
is the most expensive kind of health
care there is. According to the latest
figures from our county hospital, more
than $500 million of local property tax
dollars have been used to cover the
costs of those who could not pay for
treatment and services—$500 million.

We passed the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act to help address
this problem and provide affordable
health care insurance to those who cur-
rently are uninsured.

I urge my colleagues to vote against
H.R. 2.

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from Florida (Mr. CRENSHAW).

Mr. CRENSHAW. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding, and I thank him
for his great leadership.

Mr. Speaker, I plan to vote to repeal
this health care law and replace it with
some commonsense, workable solu-
tions. Why? Because I've been listening
to my constituents—listening to what
they have to say, what they ask for.

I can tell you they are not asking for
a bill that weakens our economy and
causes jobs to disappear. They are not
asking for a brand new entitlement and
then pretending only partly to pay for
it. They are not asking for a bill that
takes away the rights of seniors to
have a choice in the Medicare program,
and they are certainly not asking for
new taxes—but that’s what they’re get-
ting under this health care bill unless
it’s replaced.

What they are asking for is the right
to choose their own doctors and the
right to get the treatment they need
when they need it. That’s what they’re
asking for. They're asking that we
bring down the cost, to make some
commonsense reforms, to make it more
affordable, more accessible.

That’s what we should focus on.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is now
my privilege to yield 12 minutes to a
former, very distinguished member of
our committee, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS).

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois.
very much, Mr. Chairman.

Under no circumstances would I vote
to repeal the most effective, most
meaningful, most sensitive health leg-
islation that has been passed in this
country since the Medicare-Medicaid
provisions of the 1960s. Under no cir-
cumstances would I vote to repeal leg-
islation that would provide the 107,000
individuals in my congressional dis-
trict who have preexisting conditions.
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Would I vote to repeal health insur-
ance for more than 32 million Ameri-
cans who otherwise would have no cov-
erage? No way.

Vote this legislation down. Let’s sup-
port the American people, keep them
with health care.

The Seventh Congressional District of Illi-
nois includes some of the most medically un-
derserved communities in America. Census
data revealed that 24 percent of families and

Thank you
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44 percent of children under 18 live below the
poverty line. As a result, many of these indi-
viduals are susceptible to an anomaly of dis-
eases and poor health. In fact, some commu-
nities on Chicago’s west side experience in-
fant mortality rates comparable with third-world
countries. By repealing Public Law 111-148,
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
will take away support for community health
centers, which provide critical resources for
millions of Americans in every state and terri-
tory. In my district, there are many Medicare
and Medicaid recipients that have established
community health centers as their medical
homes. Medicaid beneficiaries that rely on
health centers for usual care were 19 percent
less likely to use the emergency room at a
hospital than other providers for non-
emergency and usual care services. Overall,
health centers save the health care system
between $9.9 billion and $17.6 billion annually.

Community health centers provide high
quality health care regardless of the ability to
pay, and health centers in lllinois have a tre-
mendous impact on our economy and employ-
ment. In 2008, 40 health centers operated
over 350 sites, contributed almost one billion
dollars to the lllinois economy, and directly
employed almost 6,000 lllinoisans. Indeed, for
every 10 people employed by an lllinois health
center, an additional 4 jobs were created in
their surrounding communities. lllinois health
centers served over 1.1 million patients—near-
ly 80% of whom fell below the federal poverty
level and 30% who had no health insurance,
helping them cope with chronic health condi-
tions and general health issues to be able to
work and care for their families.

Repeal of the health care law would elimi-
nate $11 billion in support for community
health centers over the next 5 years, funding
that will nearly double the number of patients
served today and greatly strengthen lllinois’s
economy. Repealing the health care law would
dramatically harm the health of hundreds of
thousands of citizens in Chicago and lllinois.

Repeal of the health care law would greatly
increase an already high level of health dis-
parities among African-Americans and His-
panics. In a recent study, comparing health
outcomes among African-Americans and Cau-
casians found that the gap in health disparities
across the Nation was narrowing across ten
(10) indicators; however, in Chicago, the re-
verse was occurring in health disparities
among African-Americans and Caucasians are
widening. Given all that has been stated
above, the reversal of health care reform
would have tremendous negative impact on
Chicago when considering the unemployment
rate, the crisis in the housing market and the
abundance of the urban poor that exists within
our communities. Most affected will be the
working poor who are most commonly unin-
sured as their company provides little or no
medical benefits. The middle aged childless
individual who is not eligible for lllinois public
aid and naturally men without children who are
not veterans or eligible to be covered through
lllinois public aid are affected as well. Lastly,
we must consider the devastating impact the
burden of the uninsured has placed on the
healthcare delivery system, specifically hos-
pitals who avoid caring for uninsured patients
and resulting in the lack of access to primary
and specialty care. The funding from the Af-
fordable Care Act would assist community
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health centers to stay on track to add 20 mil-
lion new patients (for a total of 40 million pa-
tients) over the next 5 years.

Repeal of the health care law would elimi-
nate health coverage for young people up to
age 26 who would not be allowed to stay on
their parents’ plans. Repeal would force 2,600
young adults in my district to find other cov-
erage or returned to the ranks of the unin-
sured.

Repeal would deny tax credits to buy health
insurance coverage for 158,000 families in my
district. Additionally, it would increased the
numbered of uninsured residents to 48,000 in
my district.

There are 107,000 to 282,000 residents in
my district with pre-existing conditions like dia-
betes, heart disease, or cancer, including
7,000 to 30,000 children that the repeal legis-
lation if passed would encourage health insur-
ance companies to discriminate based on pre-
existing conditions.

Repeal would eliminate tax credits for health
insurance up to 14,100 small businesses in
my district. These tax credits under the current
law would provide small businesses up to 35%
of the cost of providing health insurance.

The health care law is critical to Chicago
and lllinois. Community health centers are vital
partners in the health and economic well-being
of Chicago and lllinois. For this reason, | do
not support H.R. 2, Repeal the Job-Killing
Health Care Law and Health care related pro-
visions in the Health Care and Education Rec-
onciliation Act of 2010.

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. BROOKS).

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans enjoy the best health care in the
world. Every year, profit motive and
American ingenuity create new and
better diagnostic tools and treatments.
Yes, there are ways to improve Amer-
ica’s health care, but President
Obama’s socialized medicine is not it.
For example, we can cut health care
costs by implementing tort reform, by
forcing health care competition, and by
removing illegal aliens from America
who get free health care at our cost.

Socialized medicine strangles cre-
ativity and obstructs life-saving med-
ical advances. It is care rationed by bu-
reaucrats with mind-numbing regula-
tions. Simply stated, socialized medi-
cine pulls all America down to health
care mediocrity.

Lives and freedom are at stake. We
must repeal this job-killing govern-
ment takeover of America’s health
care. Today, I will proudly vote to do
exactly that.

Mr. LEVIN. It is my privilege to
yield 12 minutes to the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN).

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to the Patients’
Rights Repeal Bill, and I find it abso-
lutely regrettable that my Republican
colleagues have made this their first
priority of the new Congress.

Rhode Islanders sent me here with a
clear purpose to create jobs, strengthen
our economy, and reduce the Federal

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

deficit. Those are the issues we need to
address, and doing so should be our
first order of business and our top pri-
ority. Instead, we are considering a bill
that will increase already skyrocketing
health care premiums for Rhode Island
families and businesses, give insurers
back the power to deny or drop cov-
erage when people get sick, and raise
the deficit by an additional $230 billion
over the next 10 years and over $1 tril-
lion the decade after that.

Pressing the reset button on health
reform will not only bring our progress
toward affordable and accessible health
care to a screeching halt, it will force
us to repeal the rights of patients and
rescind tax breaks to the very small
businesses that fuel our economy.

I urge my colleagues to oppose this
bill and join me in getting to work on
the people’s priorities—job creation,
economic innovation, and deficit re-
duction. We have come such a long
way.

We have already seen the benefits of
health care reform in covering children
with preexisting conditions, allowing
adult children to stay on their parents’
health care coverage, and eliminating
the yearly and lifetime caps. These are
major steps forward in health care re-
form. All that goes away if we repeal
this health care law that we’ve seen
put into effect. Please oppose this Re-
publican bill that’s before us today.

Mr. Speaker, the Affordable Care Act is just
beginning to ease costs and increase access
to care for thousands of Rhode Islanders. Al-
most 10,000 seniors have already received a
$250 rebate check for their prescription drugs
to cover the Medicare Part D “donut hole.”
That's one small but important step toward
making prescription drugs affordable. Over
3,500 young adults now have access to their
parents’ health plans, giving them peace of
mind knowing that they can remain covered
until age 26. Additionally, over 18,000 small
businesses in Rhode Island have already re-
ceived information from the IRS on the tax
credit to help provide coverage to employees.
These tax credits will help ease the burden of
rising health care costs on private sector job
growth.

Health reform is about more than just statis-
tics or economics; it is about helping real peo-
ple who are just trying to make it day to day.
It is about the grandmother in Cranston whose
life will be saved because her breast cancer
was detected earlier through a free preventive
health screening; it is about the father in Cov-
entry who works for a small business and will
finally have health coverage to manage his di-
abetes; and it is about the mother in Warwick
who won’t face bankruptcy to treat her daugh-
ter's Multiple Sclerosis because of lifetime in-
surance caps.

These are just some of the examples of
how the Affordable Care Act is beginning to
make a positive difference in people’s lives.
As I've said in the past, this law is not perfect,
and | look forward to working with my col-
leagues to improve it where changes need to
be made. However, pressing the reset button
will not only bring our progress toward afford-
able and accessible health care to a screech-
ing halt, it will literally force us to repeal the
rights of patients and rescind tax breaks to the
very small businesses that fuel our economy.
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| urge my colleagues to oppose this bill and
join me in getting to work on our immediate
challenges—job creation, economic innovation
and deficit reduction.

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from Mississippi (Mr. PALAZZO).

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my strong support for
the repeal of this health care mon-
strosity. It was a bill passed over the
objections of most Mississippians, built
on unconstitutional individual man-
dates and unprecedented burdens for
State governments. In short, this gov-
ernment takeover is poised to destroy
the greatest health care system in the
world. Don’t take my word for it, but
look at how some of the most ardent
backers have been quietly working to
obtain special waivers so they will not
be held to the same standards most
small businesses face.

Mr. Speaker, it’s time we give all
Americans the same relief the Presi-
dent’s political friends have worked so
hard to get—relief from this job-de-
stroying legislation—by voting in favor
of this repeal. I am proud that the first
speech I have given in this Chamber
and the first bill I have co-sponsored in
this Congress is one to repeal this 2,700-
page monstrosity.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlelady from Florida
(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ).

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to share the story of Pa-
tricia Maisch.

Pat, as her friends call her, lives out-
side Tucson and has been fittingly
hailed as one of the heroes during the
tragic shooting of our colleague, GABBY
GIFFORDS. Pat actually knocked the
second gun clip out of the shooter’s
hand as he was attempting to reload,
very likely saving the lives of more in-
nocent people.

She was in line to talk to her Con-
gresswoman to share that she thought
that the title of the repeal bill was dis-
ingenuous, and because Pat and her
husband own a small business north of
Tucson. The spouse of one of their em-
ployees has a preexisting condition,
and they have been unable to find af-
fordable insurance to cover her. Pat
wanted to tell Congresswoman GIF-
FORDS that the health reform law will
help them provide insurance for this
employee. She wanted GABBY to stand
up to attempts to repeal health care re-
form. Pat was unable to deliver her
message to her representative but
asked that I share it with you now.

Heed the words of Pat Maisch. Heed
the words of millions of Americans
needing health care. Don’t repeal
health care reform.

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from Texas (Mr. FLORES).

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, back in
September of last year, one of the own-
ers of a small Waco, Texas, software
company showed me a notice he had
just received from his health insurance
provider. This notice showed that as a
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result of ObamaCare he was faced with
a 30 percent increase in his health in-
surance premiums. Now he has to deal
with the harsh reality of cutting the
size of his workforce to deal with this
increase, or worse, to cancel coverage
altogether.

What is even more disturbing is that
this is just the beginning of what is to
come under ObamaCare. All across our
Nation this cost-increasing, job-kill-
ing, tax-hiking bill is inflicting irre-
versible damage on American employ-
ers and families. Rather than learn
from this in the outcome of the mid-
term elections, Democrats choose to
oppose and dismiss Republican efforts
to repeal ObamaCare and to replace it
with something better. There are solu-
tions and clear alternatives to improv-
ing our health care system, and the
first step is to repeal ObamaCare.

Mr. LEVIN. I yield for the purpose of
making an unanimous consent request

to the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ACKERMAN).
(Mr. ACKERMAN asked and was

given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ACKERMAN. I rise in strong op-
position to repealing the Patients’ Bill
of Rights.

Today, the House will vote to take away
new health-care freedoms from my constitu-
ents and give that power right back to the big
health-insurance companies. Repeal of the
health-care law puts insurance companies
right back into the driver's seat of rationing
health-care decisions for the rest of us. Re-
peal means they get to decide who is denied
health coverage because of a pre-existing
condition in my district; which young adults in
my district can and cannot remain on their
parents’ plans; and which constituents who
are sick in my district would have their plans
rescinded just because they got sick in the
first place. And the list of lost health-care free-
doms goes on and on and on.

Mr. Speaker, what specifically does repeal-
ing the health-care law mean for the 5th con-
gressional district of New York? Repeal would
mean as many as 311,000 people could be
denied health coverage, including up to
37,000 children, because of a pre-existing
condition. Repeal would mean that 2,400
young adults up to age 26 in my district would
no longer be able to choose to stay on their
parents’ plans until they get that first job with
health insurance. And repeal would mean that
335,000 constituents in my district would lose
the most vital consumer freedoms, such as
protection from unreasonable policy rescis-
sions and the prohibition of annual and lifetime
spending limits.

Already, my constituents and millions of oth-
ers across the country are benefiting from the
new health care law. Seniors in the Medicare
prescription-drug “donut hole” received a $250
payment last year and are scheduled to re-
ceive a 50 percent discount on their drugs this
year; children are now no longer being denied
health coverage because of pre-existing condi-
tions, repeal and they will be denied again;
and young adults have been able to keep cov-
erage thorough their parents’ plans. Turning
back the clock, to repeal the new law, as if it
never happened is not only harmful, but cost-
ly: according to the independent and non-par-
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tisan Congressional Budget Office,
would add $230 billion to the deficit.

Last year, on this very floor, upon passing
the Affordable Care Act, | said that we were
acknowledging the moral and economic costs
we pay every day for our failure to make
health coverage affordable and accessible to
everyone; that we were recognizing that hav-
ing more people with quality coverage saves
both lives and costs; that we were unequivo-
cally stating that people in this country
shouldn’t have to go bankrupt to pay their
medical bills; and that no one, no one, should
ever have to go to an emergency room just to
receive routine medical care. Let us not undo
the good we have done.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all my colleagues to
support access for all Americans to health
care and to oppose this bill.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, could I in-
quire as to how much time is remain-
ing on both sides for Ways and Means?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THORNBERRY). The gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) has 2 minutes re-
maining. The gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. CAMP) has 3 minutes remain-
ing.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve.

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA).

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.

repeal

2.

A lot has been said during this debate
about what the American people want.
Some have said the American people
want ObamaCare, many others have
said that they want a repeal of it. Well,
I was not in Washington over this past
year, I was in Michigan hearing com-
plaint after complaint from regular
citizens and small business owners
about the cost and unreasonable man-
dates that are in ObamaCare. I told
them to stay tuned. Well, the Amer-
ican people have spoken. And over the
past week, I’ve had an opportunity to
engage my constituents even more, in-
cluding hosting three telephone town
hall meetings. We did a survey as part
of those town halls, and over two-
thirds of the more than 1,000 people
that took part in this survey agreed
with my position of repealing
ObamaCare. I understand the real con-
cerns and health issues that people
have, but we will address these issues
in the replace portion that you will be
seeing soon, so please stay tuned.

I am also a small business owner, and
I have been talking to other small busi-
ness owners, and they, too, are frus-
trated. Provisions like the costly man-
date requiring them to file additional
1099 forms have made them angry.

We cannot continue to have legisla-
tion that forces small business—job
creators—and future generations to
foot the bill. Our replacement plans
bring hope, so stay tuned.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in voting to replace
this bill.
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Mr. CAMP. I yield 1 minute to the
distinguished gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. NUNNELEE).

Mr. NUNNELEE. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

As a former Member of the Appro-
priations Committee in the Mississippi
State Senate, I was responsible for bal-
ancing our State’s budget. The Afford-
able Care Act will push added costs to
already strapped States and will ulti-
mately require tax increases at the
State level.

The overall cost to implement health
reform in Mississippi is $1.7 billion over
10 years. From fiscal years 2014 to 2020,
this dramatic increase in enrollment
will cost our taxpayers an extra $225
million to $250 million a year. Approxi-
mately 400,000 new individuals will be
added to our Medicaid rolls because of
the expansion, meaning one in three
Mississippians will be on Medicaid.

More money devoted to Medicaid
means less funding for other necessary
State services and added financial bur-
dens on our taxpayers in Mississippi, as
well as the rest of the taxpayers of this
Nation that will further stifle job cre-
ation.

So because of that, I will proudly
vote to repeal this law.

Mr. LEVIN. I regret this bill is being
brought up today, but there are at
least two silver linings.

Number one, this bill will not become
law. Health care reform remains the
law of this land. And, secondly, and
most importantly, it gives us Demo-
crats a further chance to talk sense
with the American people.

We on this side are on the offensive
on this issue. We are going everywhere.
We are an American truth squad. There
will be a vote today on this bill. It may
well pass. It will not prevail.

MORE THAN 200 ORGANIZATIONS OPPOSED TO

H.R. 2, PATIENTS’ RIGHTS REPEAL ACT

AARP

AFL-CIO

AFSCME

AIDS United

Alliance For A Just Society

Alliance for Children and Families

Alliance for Retired Americans

American Academy of Child and Adoles-
cent Psychiatry

American Academy of Family Physicians

American Art Therapy Association

American Association for Geriatric Psy-
chiatry

American Association for Psychosocial Re-
habilitation

American Association of Pastoral Coun-
selors

American  Association of
Women (AAUW)

American Association on Health and Dis-
ability

American Cancer Society Cancer Action
Network

American Counseling Association

American Dance Therapy Association

American Diabetes Association

American Federation of Teachers

American Foundation for Suicide Preven-
tion/SPAN USA

American Group Psychotherapy Associa-
tion

American Heart Association

University
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American Lung Association

American Mental Health Counselors Asso-
ciation

American Muslim Health Professionals

American Nurses Association

American Psychiatric Association

American Psychiatric Nurses Association

American Psychological Association

American Public Health Association

American Small Business League

Anxiety Disorders Association of America

Asian & Pacific Islander American Health
Forum

Association
Healthcare

Association
Plans

Association
chology

Association of University Centers on Dis-
abilities

Association of Women’s Health, Obstetric
and Neonatal Nurses (AWHONN)

Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law

Black Women'’s Health Imperative

B’nai B’rith International

California Primary Care Association

California Rural Indian Health Board

Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids

Campus Progress

Catholic Health Association

Catholics United

Center for American Progress Action Fund

Center for Clinical Social Work

Center for Community Change

Center for Integrated Behavioral Health
Policy

Center for Medicare Advocacy

Center for Reproductive Rights

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

Centers for Community Change

CHADD (Children and Adults with Atten-
tion-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder, Inc.)

Child Welfare League of America

Childbirth Connection

Children’s Defense Fund

Children’s Dental Health Project

Children’s Health Fund

Clinical Social Work Association

Clinical Social Work Guild 49, OPEIU

Coalition on Human Needs

CommonHealth ACTION

Communication Workers of America

Community Action Partnership

Community Catalyst

Community Organizations in Action

Consumer Action

Consumers Union

Corporation for Supportive Housing

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance

Direct Care Alliance

Disability Rights Wisconsin

Doctors for America

Easter Seals

Eating Disorders Coalition for Research,
Policy & Action

Every Child Matters Education Fund

Faith in Public Life

Faithful America

Faithful Reform in Health Care

Families USA

Health Care for America Now

Herndon Alliance

HIV Health and Human Services Planning
Council of New York (Planning Council)

Japanese American Citizens League

Jewish Women International

Labor Council for Latin American Ad-
vancement

Leadership Council on Aging Organizations
(65 organizations)

Leadership Council on Civil and Human
Rights

League of Women Voters of the U.S.

LiveStrong

Main Street Alliance

Maryland Women’s Coalition for Health
Care Reform

for Ambulatory Behavioral
for Community Affiliated

for the Advancement of Psy-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mautner Project: The National Lesbian
Health Organization

Medicare Rights Center

Mental Health America

MomsRising

Montana Women Vote

NAACP

NAADAC, the Association for Addiction
Professionals

NARAL Pro-Choice America

National Alliance on Mental Illness

National Asian Pacific American Women’s
Forum

National Association for Children’s Behav-
ioral Health

National Association for Rural Mental
Health

National Association of Anorexia Nervosa
and Associated Disorders—ANAD

National Association of Area Agencies on
Aging (n4a)

National Association of Chronic Disease
Directors

National Association of Community Health
Centers

National Association of County Behavioral
Health and Developmental Disability Direc-
tors

National Association of Mental Health
Planning & Advisory Councils

National Association of Pediatric Nurse
Practitioners

National Association of Public Hospitals
and Health Systems

National Association of Social Workers

National Association of State Mental
Health Program Directors

National Black Leadership Commission on
AIDS

National Coalition for LGBT Health

National Coalition for Mental Health Re-
covery

National Coalition on Health Care

National Committee to Preserve Social Se-
curity and Medicare

National Consumers League

National Council for Community Behav-
ioral Healthcare

National Council of API Physicians

National Council of Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans

National Council of Jewish Women

National Council of La Raza

National Council of Urban Indian Health

National Council on Aging

National Council on Problem Gambling

National Disability Rights Network

National Education Association

National Farmers Union

National Federation of Families for Chil-
dren’s Mental Health

National Foundation for Mental Health

National Gay & Lesbian Task Force Action
Fund

National Health Law Program

National Hemophilia Foundation

National Hispanic Medical Association

National Indian Health Board

National Institute for Reproductive Health

National Latina Health Network

National Latina Institute for Reproductive
Health

National Medical Association

National Minority AIDS Council

National Network of Public Health Insti-
tutes

National Organization for Women

National Partnership for Women and Fam-
ilies

National Physicians Alliance

National Puerto Rican Coalition

National Research Center for Women &
Families/Cancer Prevention and Treatment
Fund

National Senior Citizens Law Center

National Spinal Cord Injury Association

National Viral Hepatitis Roundtable

National WIC Association
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National Women’s Health Network

National Women’s Law Center (and 37
other orgs)

NETWORK

Out of Many, One

Paralyzed Veterans of America

Partnership for Prevention

PHI (Paraprofessional Healthcare Insti-
tute)

Physicians for Reproductive Choice and
Health

PICO

Planned Parenthood Federation of Amer-
ica

Prevention Institute

Preventive Cardiovascular Nurses Associa-
tion

Progressive States Action

Raising Women’s Voices for the Health
Care We Need

Religious Action Center of Reform Juda-
ism

Religious
Choice

Safe States Alliance

Sargent Shriver National Center on Pov-
erty Law

School Social Work Association of Amer-
ica

SEIU

Small Business Majority

Society for Adolescent Health and Medi-
cine

Summit Health Institute for Research and
Education, Inc.

The AIDS Institute

The Arc

The Association for Community Affiliated
Plans (ACAP)

The Greenlining Institute

The Ministry of Caring, Inc

The National Consumer Voice for Quality
Long-Term Care

The Patients’ Union

Therapeutic Communities of America

Third Way

Treatment Access Expansion Project

Trust for America’s Health

U.S. PIRG

U.S. Positive Women’s Network

U.S. Psychiatric Rehabilitation Associa-
tion

Union for Reform Judaism

United Autoworkers

United Cerebral Palsy

United Methodist Church General Board of
Church and Society

United Neighborhood Centers of America

United Spinal Association

United Steel Workers

Universal Health Care Action Network

Universal Health Care Foundation of Con-
necticut

Vermont Legal Aid—Office of Health Care
Ombudsman

Voices for America’s Children

Witness Justice

WomenHeart: The National Coalition for
Women with Heart Disease

Young Democrats of America

Young Invincibles

YWCA USA

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CAMP. I yield the balance of my
time to the distinguished gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON).

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, today we’re debating
the repeal of economically damaging
legislation that punishes job creators
and does nothing to control rising
health care costs. We can’t afford the
$1.2 trillion price tag on the govern-
ment takeover of health care while our
national debt stands at $14 trillion.

Coalition for Reproductive
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Today, we can right a serious wrong
and still achieve the goals we share,
like ensuring access to quality, afford-
able health care for all Americans; real
health care reforms that control costs;
and ensuring that Americans with pre-
existing conditions get the care they
need at a price they can afford.

In my district in eastern and south-
eastern Ohio, more than 26,000 senior
citizens currently enrolled in Medicare
Advantage are at risk of losing this
program because of the $200 billion in
cuts to Medicare required by this job-
destroying health care law.

Later today we will vote to repeal
the government takeover giving us the
opportunity to start over and enact
real patient-focused health care re-
forms.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. BUERKLE).

Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 2 because I believe that
the American people deserve health
care reform that will actually reduce
costs and improve access without dam-
aging the quality of our health care.
Last year’s enacted health care reform
was a victory for Big Government and
an affront to our Constitution. This
law is so fundamentally flawed, it must
be repealed.

When our Founders envisioned this
legislative process, it was meant to be
a deliberative one—thoughtful and re-
spectful of the American citizens’ free-
dom. Last year, that vision faltered;
and Congress failed in its duties to the
American people when they enacted
this Affordable Care Act.

As a registered nurse and an attorney
who represented a major teaching hos-
pital, I am aware of the problems of
our current system, in particular, the
problems arising from government re-
strictions on the purchase of health in-
surance, government regulations on
hospitals and businesses, and tort li-
ability issues.

Unfortunately, this Affordable Care
Act does not alleviate these problems
and will further damage an overbur-
dened system. According to the Health
Care Association of New York State,
my home State, we will face a $15 bil-
lion reduction in Medicare and Med-
icaid—affecting our hospitals, our
skilled nursing facilities, our home
health agencies and hospices over the
next 10 years.

We need to implement true health
care reform in a manner that preserves
patient choice, protects access to
health care, and controls costs without
hurting job growth.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 2 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, in 1966 Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., whose life and legacy we
just finished celebrating, expressed his
concerns about health care. He stated,
“Of all the forms of inequality, injus-
tice in health care is the most shock-
ing and inhumane.”

Those words were brought home to
me last year when a constituent from
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Florence, South Carolina, told me that
she had just been informed by her in-
surance carrier that because of her 8-
year-old daughter’s cancer treatments,
her family had reached their lifetime
benefits limit.

What could be more inhumane than
repealing this law’s patients’ rights
and telling that mother that the life-
saving treatments for her daughter
must end?

What could be more shocking than
the injustice suffered by the middle-
aged woman who called into a radio
program to complain that although she
had paid her premiums her entire adult
life, she was dropped by her insurer
when she contracted breast cancer.
How can we repeal the remedy for this
injustice?

Dr. King also taught us that the time
is always ripe to do right. After nearly
a century of debate, last March the
time was ripe. And getting rid of these
discriminatory practices was the right
thing to do. And that is the reason I
called the bill the Civil Rights Act of
the 21st Century.

Interestingly, today we are hearing
some of the same rhetoric about repeal
of patients’ rights that we heard re-
garding voting rights.

Do I feel that changes should not be
made? Absolutely not.

When the Civil Rights Act was passed
in 1964, it did not cover public employ-
ees.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. CLYBURN. I yield myself an ad-
ditional 30 seconds.

When the 1965 Voting Rights Act be-
came law, it did not cover congres-
sional and legislative redistricting.

The Fair Housing Law wasn’t perfect
when it was passed.

Bipartisan changes were made to im-
prove all of these measures. I sincerely
hope that we can develop some bipar-
tisan modifications that increase effi-
ciency and effectiveness and decrease
costs and duplication—none of which
will be achieved through repeal.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. CANTOR. I yield 1*2 minutes to
the gentlelady from Minnesota (Mrs.
BACHMANN).

Mrs. BACHMANN. I thank the gen-
tleman from Virginia for yielding.

ObamaCare, as we know, is the crown
jewel of socialism. It is socialized med-
icine. The American people spoke
soundly and clearly at the ballot box in
November. And they said to us, Mr.
Speaker, in no uncertain terms, repeal
this bill. And so today this body will
cast a vote to repeal ObamaCare.

And to those across the United
States who think this may be a sym-
bolic act, we have a message for them:
this is not symbolic. This is why we
were sent here, and we will not stop
until we repeal a President and put a
President in the position of the White
House who will repeal this bill, until
we repeal the current Senate, put in a

The

January 19, 2011

Senate that will listen to the American
people and repeal this bill.

Because what has been the result,
Mr. Speaker? It’s been this: it’s been
job loss, it’s been increases on costs to
the American people. I have seen ev-
erything from 26 percent increases on
health insurance to 45 percent in-
creases on health insurance. This will
break the bank, and we won’t let that
happen to our country.

So make no mistake, Mr. Speaker.
We are here to stay and our resolve is
firm. We will continue this fight until
ObamaCare is no longer the law of the
land and until we can actually pass re-
form that will cut the costs of health
care.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the chair of the Democratic
Caucus, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. LARSON).

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Equal protection under the law is the
cornerstone of our Constitution. That
is why we as Nation strive to form a
more perfect Union in a commonsense
way of looking out for one another. No
one can prepare for a birth defect, ca-
tastrophe, or accident of life that may
await any one of us. This Congress can-
not disenfranchise the 129 million
Americans with preexisting conditions
impacted by this repeal proposal. The
proposal that is before us is not worthy
of the party of Lincoln or the tea
party. Repeal, repeal, repeal is not a
plan. It is an empty political refrain.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle are honorable people. I cannot
accept that they are indifferent to the
129 million Americans with preexisting
conditions who would continue to be
denied coverage and forced to pay high-
er rates with repeal. I cannot accept
that they are indifferent to millions of
children who would once again face de-
nial of health care coverage. I don’t be-
lieve they are indifferent to the mil-
lions of seniors who would be facing
higher prescription drug costs because
of repeal. I cannot accept that they are
indifferent to the families that face
cancer diagnosis and would once again
be subject to lifetime limits on cov-
erage and possible bankruptcy because
of repeal. Addressing these funda-
mental issues of fairness was what the
health care legislation and law is all
about.

In this Chamber, and clearly down
the hall, we understand the charade of
this repeal legislation. But it is not
lost on the 129 million Americans with
preexisting conditions that are count-
ing on us.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentlelady from South
Dakota (Mrs. NOEM).

Mrs. NOEM. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today for the first
time on the floor of the United States
House of Representatives to make a
case for a very important piece of leg-
islation, namely H.R. 2, the health care
repeal bill.
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Mr. Speaker, there are a multitude of
reasons why this law should be re-
pealed, but the most important is be-
cause it is a major impediment to job
creation for small businesses and job
creators in South Dakota and across
this country. According to one study,
an employer mandate alone could lead
to the elimination of 1.6 million jobs
between 2009 and 2014, with 66 percent
of those coming from small businesses.

Mr. Speaker, one of the most impor-
tant jobs and job-creation measures
that we can do this year is to repeal
this bill and to replace it with com-
monsense policies that actually lower
costs for families and for small busi-
nesses, expand access for affordable
care, and protect American jobs. What
I heard time and time again on the
campaign trail last year from South
Dakota’s small business owners is that
they are simply waiting. They are
waiting to hire another worker or to
invest in new technology because of
the looming threat of this health care
law.

Whether it’s a foundry owner in
northeastern South Dakota or a motor-
cycle parts manufacturer in central
South Dakota, the refrain is the same:
get the government off our backs, and
we’ll be the small business job-creation
engine that this country so desperately
needs right now.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
listen to the citizens of this great
country on this important issue.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to yield 2 minutes to the gentle-
lady from Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO),
the chair of our policy committee.

Ms. DELAURO. Yesterday, men and
women from all across America came
here to tell us what the repeal of
health care would mean for them.
Stacie Ritter of Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania, told us how her 11-year-old twin
daughters were both diagnosed with
leukemia at age 4. She explained how
the Affordable Care Act finally ensured
her daughters could get coverage and
the care that they need.

Claudette Therriault of Sabbattus,
Maine, told us how health care reform
had given her access to critical preven-
tive care, the type of care that saves
money and saves lives. Ed Burke of
Palm Harbor, Florida, told us how the
prohibition on lifetime caps had
brought security and peace of mind
after years of living with hemophilia.

We hear stories like this every day in
my district and all across America.
Yesterday, a report found that up to
129 million Americans under age 65
have preexisting conditions and could
lose their coverage if reform is re-
pealed. I understand their fears. I too
have a preexisting condition. I am an
ovarian cancer survivor.

The Center for American Progress re-
ports that repeal would add almost
$2,000 a year to family insurance pre-
miums, destroy up to 400,000 jobs a year
over the next decade. And the Congres-
sional Budget Office says repeal would
add $230 billion to the deficit. Repeal
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will take away valuable benefits, de-
stroy jobs, cause premiums to rise, and
add billions to the deficit.

If my colleagues across the aisle will
not listen to the facts and the num-
bers, then listen to the poignant sto-
ries of their and our constituents.
What will happen to Stacie’s twins,
Claudette, Ed, and millions of other
Americans if health care reform is re-
pealed? What will happen to children
with preexisting conditions, to seniors
in the doughnut hole, to small busi-
nesses trying to help their employees
find quality health insurance? Repeal
is a mistake. We should work to fur-
ther strengthen our health care sys-
tem; and we should do that, not roll
back hard-won progress. Health care
should not be a political game.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1%
minutes to the secretary of the Repub-
lican Conference, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to find that the President has
finally found common ground with the
conservatives. The President wrote in
The Wall Street Journal yesterday
that he issued an executive order call-
ing for all agencies to identify job-kill-
ing and costly red tape that could be
eliminated. We should help him resolve
this by eliminating thousands of new
regulations that will be dumped on in-
dividuals and businesses over the next
4 years by this bad health care law.
The Federal Register contains 6,123
pages of requirements for the new
health care rules created by this law.
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The Center for Health Trans-
formation lists 159 new Federal agen-
cies created by this law.

We can replace this bad bill with bi-
partisan reforms that can let the peo-
ple both keep their job and their health
insurance.

Mr. Speaker, let’s support the Presi-
dent’s initiative and reduce bad regula-
tions by repealing this bad law.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire as to how many more speakers
there are on the other side?

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, we have
five remaining speakers.

Mr. CLYBURN. I have two speakers
remaining.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the chairman of the Repub-
lican Conference, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HENSARLING).

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, let
me offer 1.6 million reasons why we
should repeal ObamaCare. That’s the
number of jobs that will be lost from
just one provision, the employer man-
date, according to the NFIB, the larg-
est small business organization in
America. The half a trillion dollars in
new taxes, the 1099 form, the minimum
benefit standard, all job-crushing regu-
lations. Mr. Speaker, when it comes to
ObamaCare, you cannot help the job
seeker by punishing the job creator.

Let me offer 2.6 trillion more reasons
that we must repeal ObamaCare. That
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is the true cost of this legislation; $700
billion more added to the deficit.

Now, I know my friends on the other
side of the aisle will contend some-
thing else, but somehow in their ac-
counting they left out the $115 billion
it costs to implement. They double-
counted almost half a trillion dollars
in taxes, Social Security, cutting Medi-
care by half a billion, the sleight of
hand of 10 years of taxes, 6 years of
spending. Mr. Speaker, you cannot im-
prove the health care of a nation by
impoverishing its children.

Here is one more reason, Mr. Speak-
er. The American people don’t want it.
It’s personal.

Here is my story. Two days ago I was
in San Antonio, Texas. My mother had
a large tumor removed from her head.
They wheeled her away at 7:20 in the
morning. By noon, I was talking to her,
along with the rest of our family. It
proved benign. Thanks to a lot of pray-
ers and good doctors at the Methodist
Hospital in San Antonio, my mother is
fine. I am not sure that would be the
outcome in Canada, the UK, anywhere
in Europe.

No disrespect to the President, but
when it comes to the health of my
mother, I don’t want this President, or
any President, or his bureaucrats or
commissions making decisions for my
loved ones. Let’s repeal it today, re-
place it tomorrow.

Mr. CLYBURN. I continue to reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, it is now
my pleasure to yield 2 minutes to the
majority whip, the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCCARTHY).

Mr. McCARTHY of California. Let
me thank the gentleman for yielding.

First of all, let me say I respect my
friends on the other side of the aisle. I
do believe you all, like us, want to im-
prove America’s health care system.
Congressional Republicans and Demo-
crats don’t differ on that goal.

Where we differ, and differ quite dras-
tically, is on how to accomplish this
goal. And the American people’s opin-
ion on health care reform radically dif-
fers from that, Mr. Speaker, of Presi-
dent Obama and the congressional
Democrats.

Americans understand that our
health care system, warts and all, is
still the very best in the world. We
have the best doctors, nurses, hos-
pitals, and health innovators in the
world.

We should be working together to im-
prove the system rather than turning
it over to thousands of health care bu-
reaucrats who believe they can make
better choices than patients and doc-
tors.

The debate today is a little different
than the debate that I remember when
this bill was passed, Mr. Speaker. Mem-
bers are not held over for a weekend
vote. There are not protesters outside
rallying, wanting, Mr. Speaker, to have
their voices be heard. Today is an open,
cordial discussion.

That’s what the American people
asked for, a health care system that
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works, that doesn’t deter, a health care
system devised by the patient and doc-
tor.

Mr. Speaker, our families deserve
better, our small businesses deserve
better, and to all my colleagues, Amer-
ica deserves better.

Let’s repeal this health care bill,
start to replace it with an open and an
honest debate, where the American
people are involved, patients are in-
volved, doctors are involved, and the
American public can have a health care
bill that lowers the cost without de-
stroying jobs and a health care system
that keeps the innovation we know so
well.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the vice chair of the Demo-
cratic Caucus, the gentleman from
California (Mr. BECERRA).

Mr. BECERRA. 1 thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Listening to this debate, I can under-
stand why Americans might be con-
fused about the direction of health care
in this Nation. But let me thank my
Republican colleagues for producing at
least one important result by debating
this misguided Republican plan to re-
peal patients’ health care rights.

Millions of Americans are now begin-
ning to understand the valuable rights
and freedoms they secured when the
Affordable Health Care Act became law
last year. Last year, when Eric, a self-
employed architect in my district,
wrote to me that he and his wife were
in a terrible bind, he explained some-
thing. They had insurance, but they
could only secure the most costly of in-
surance with the highest deductibles.
But the real bind wasn’t that. The real
bind was that their insurance company
refused to include, within their health
insurance policy, their 8-year-old son
because their 8-year-old son had suf-
fered from a stroke.

Now, for Eric and his wife and his
son, health care reform was real.
Today, Eric and his family can get in-
surance for their son because today
Eric and his wife have a right to be in-
sured and to have their son insured be-
cause no insurance company today can
discriminate against any child for a
preexisting condition.

That’s what health care reform was
all about. It was also about making
sure that today America’s businesses
could afford to offer health insurance
to their employees.

Health insurance reform was about
reducing the cost of health care, and
that’s why the impartial referee that
we use here in Congress, the Congres-
sional Budget Office, has said that this
health reform that was passed last year
will save us money, despite all the
rhetoric that you hear.

My Republican friends say repeal
these health care rights and protec-
tions that were extended last year. Do
that today, and in the future we will
restore those rights and make them
prettier as well.

Well, we have a bird in the hand. We
don’t want to go after two in the bush.
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For 12 years, they had control of the
Congress. For 6 years, they had a Re-
publican President to work with. They
never once did it.

Let’s keep that bird in the hand and
move forward for the rest of America.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. SCOTT).

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this health care bill is a job-
destroying bill.

Shifting who pays simply does not re-
duce the cost of health insurance. As a
matter of fact, when you look at it, the
CMS says over the next 10 years we
will see an increase of $311 billion in
the cost of health care. This is $2.3 tril-
lion of new taxes on Americans.

The deficit: Over the first decade,
over $500 billion of new deficit spend-
ing; $1.5 trillion in the second decade.

Massive bureaucracy: 68 new pro-
grams, 47 new bureaucratic entities,
and 29 pilot programs as a part of this
bill.

It destroys the relationship, the inti-
mate relationship between a patient
and a physician.

The NFIB, the National Federation
of Independent Business, says that over
the next 10 years we will lose 1.6 mil-
lion jobs in America because of this
bill. By destroying the bill that de-
stroys jobs, we’ve made progress.
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Finally, we already have a $76 tril-
lion hole in unfunded entitlements. By
increasing the number of entitlements,
we’ve simply increased the hole, an-
other $2.7 trillion expansion in entitle-
ment spending. The 10 years’ revenue
simply does not pay for the 6 years of
benefits.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the chair of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee,
Mr. STEVE ISRAEL of New York.

Mr. ISRAEL. I thank my friend.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose this
bill. This vote establishes who you are
for. Are you for insurance company
profits, or are you for the middle class?
I'm for Hannah Watson of Bay Shore,
Long Island. Hannah was born with
spina bifida. She had multiple sur-
geries and a Kkidney transplant before
the age of 12. At 12 years old, 3 months
after her last surgery, her insurance
company told her that she had reached
her annual cap and they would not pay
for additional treatment. Thanks to
the Affordable Care Act, Hannah was
able to finally get on her parents’ in-
surance at an affordable rate with no
lifetime caps.

This health care act was for Hannah
Watson. Well, I hear people saying, do
you know what? I don’t have spina
bifida. Why should I care? Well, Han-
nah did not choose to have spina bifida.
Nobody makes that choice. The health
care act helped Hannah. It helped her
neighbors. It helped others. Why would
you want to look at Hannah and say,
We are repealing those protections,
Hannah?
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I'm for Catherine Marquardt of North
Babylon. Catherine had breast cancer;
and as she was recovering from breast
cancer, her insurance company told her
that it was a preexisting condition and
they would no longer pay for her treat-
ment. Now, I hear people say, well, why
should I care? I'm mnot Catherine
Marquardt. I don’t have breast cancer.
One out of every nine women in Amer-
ica has breast cancer. You know some-
body who has breast cancer. Why would
you want to say to them, That is re-
pealed, that consumer protection is re-
pealed, you are on your own?

And finally, Mr. Speaker, I under-
stand the notion that this is not a per-
fect bill, and there are things that we
can improve. My friends on the Repub-
lican side are in the majority; and if
they can think of ways to improve it, I
believe we should work with them. But
this is not improving it. This is repeal-
ing it. This is repealing every word of
it. This is repealing every vowel of it.
This is repealing every consumer pro-
tection of it. This is repealing it for
every one of us, for Hannah and Cath-
erine, for one out of every nine women
who has breast cancer and for all
Americans with preexisting conditions.
And it ought not be repealed.

I thank the gentleman.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I now
yield 12 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS).

Mr. SESSIONS. I want to thank the
majority leader, the gentleman, Mr.
CANTOR.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that the
Democrats’ health care law will do for
health care what the stimulus did for
jobs. My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle promised the American people
greater access to quality affordable
health care. Well, the only problem is
that the law does not increase quality
and does not save Americans one dime
on their health care cost. In fact, what
is known as ObamaCare will end up
costing every single American more in
health care premiums and in taxes to
pay for the $1.2 trillion gross expansion
of the Federal Government.

Mr. Speaker, the Democrats’ health
care law is about taxes, it’s about man-
dates, it’s cuts to Medicare, job losses,
deficit spending, and new Federal bu-
reaucracies. The reality is that we can-
not pay for the health care entitle-
ments we have, much less a new gov-
ernment takeover of health care that
adds trillions of dollars to our existing
liabilities, driving up costs even fur-
ther and puts the Federal Government
in charge of health care decision-mak-
ing.

The path to greater choice for pa-
tients and lower costs all must be a
part of an answer that is about repeal-
ing this costly health care bill. I sup-
port the repeal today and will vote to-
morrow for the resolution to replace it
with the promise of real solutions.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire as to the time remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from South Carolina has 4%
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minutes remaining. The majority lead-
er has 2¥2 minutes remaining.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the balance of my time to the Demo-
cratic whip, Mr. HOYER from Maryland.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding. I rise in opposition to this
bill to repeal.

Last year, we acted to reform health
care in America to make it easier for
small businesses to cover their employ-
ees, to take important steps to bring
down costs, and to stop insurance com-
pany abuses that bankrupt sick Ameri-
cans and deny them coverage. We acted
in the face of a crisis, a cost crisis,
which saw premiums more than double
over the last decade; a coverage crisis,
which saw more than 40 million Ameri-
cans without health care insurance;
and a fiscal crisis, which saw the cost
of health care driving our country
deeper and deeper into the red.

A constituent of mine from southern
Maryland recently wrote to thank us
for health reform that now lets her
carry her 2l1-year-old daughter on her
insurance, but she wrote that some-
thing else also inspired her to support
this piece of legislation, seeing ‘‘a lot
of other people who are hardworking,
honest people who were going bankrupt
because of unexpected medical ex-
penses.”” Those were the stories we had
in mind last year when we passed the
health reform law—and today, as we
fight to protect it.

Nonpartisan observers tell us it will
reduce the rise in premiums for mil-
lions, cover 95 percent of Americans,
and contribute to reducing our deficit.
The opponents of health care reform
have spent more than a year painting
it in apocalyptic terms, but they can’t
erase the history that proves that
bringing affordable care to all Ameri-
cans has long been the goal of both par-
ties.

Just yesterday, former Senate Major-
ity Leader Bill Frist, a Republican,
said that the Affordable Care Act ‘‘is
the law of the land, the fundamental
platform upon which all future efforts
to make that system better will be
based.” That was Senator Republican
leader of the Senate, Bill Frist from
Tennessee, one of the great medical
practitioners in this country, a doctor.
In 2008, Senator JOHN MCCAIN said this:
“We should have available and afford-
able health care to every American cit-
izen.”

There has been no alternative offered
to accomplish that objective. And in
2006, when signing a State bill remark-
ably similar to the Affordable Care
Act, Governor Mitt Romney, Repub-
lican, a leading candidate for President
of the United States in the Republican
Party, said this of that bill, almost ex-
actly like this one: ‘“An achievement
like this comes around once in a gen-
eration.”

While our Republican colleagues in
Congress failed to take action on
health care during a decade of doubling
premiums and mounting debt, Congress
acted last year.
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Now my Republican friends have
come to the floor with a plan to put in-
surance companies back in charge of
American health care and to strip
Americans of their hard-won freedom
to make health choices for themselves.

Once again, families would face in-
surance companies’ unfair caps on
their coverage—or find their coverage
canceled altogether. Once again, insur-
ance companies could discriminate
against children with disabilities and
pregnant women. Once again, prescrip-
tion drug costs for our seniors will go
up. And once again, small businesses
will be without any help to cover their
employees in a world of skyrocketing
premiums.

There’s no arguing with the facts: re-
peal would cost our economy as many
as 400,000 jobs per year, notwith-
standing the rhetoric on the other side.
They would be lost under the burden of
crushing health care costs, and repeal
would pile up over $1.2 trillion of addi-
tional debt on our children over the
next two decades.

I urge my colleagues, preserve Amer-
icans’ freedoms to control their own
care. Join together to protect a system
that meets the objectives set by gen-
erations of American Presidents: Tru-
man, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford,
Carter, George H.W. Bush, Clinton and
George W. Bush, as well as President
Obama.

Oppose this repeal bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
of the gentleman from South Carolina
has expired.

Mr. CANTOR. I yield myself the re-
maining time.

Mr. Speaker, America did not become
great by accident. We are a great coun-
try because we continue to strive to-
ward the protection and expansion of
individual liberties in a way that peo-
ple cannot find anywhere else in the
world. Our system of free enterprise in-
spires people to pursue opportunity, to
take responsibility for their lives, and
to achieve success. Yet for the past 2
years, Congress and the administration
have pushed an agenda that moves
America in the opposite direction by
eroding individual freedoms.

0 1710
It is part of a philosophy premised
upon government siphoning more

money, control, and power out of the
private sector. And the health care bill
we seek to repeal today is the tip of the
spear.

Mr. Speaker, let’s make something
clear: Both parties care deeply about
health care. Likewise, Republicans
have rejected the status quo. We sim-
ply disagree with our counterparts on
the other side of the aisle that exces-
sive government regulation and sweep-
ing mandates on individuals and busi-
nesses are the right way to go about ef-
fecting the reforms that Americans
want.

The construct of this bill is fun-
damentally unworkable. Instead of pre-
serving the doctor-patient relationship,
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this legislation we seek to repeal is
rooted in having Federal bureaucrats
come between patients and their doc-
tors, limiting choices.

If you go back to the health care de-
bate last Congress, the President, then-
Speaker PELOSI, and then-Leader REID
often spoke of two goals: one, we
should strive to lower costs; and, two,
if Americans liked the health insur-
ance coverage they had, they should be
able to keep it.

Mr. Speaker, we believe in the after-
math of this bill’s passage these goals
have not and cannot be met. Therefore,
doesn’t it stand to reason that we must
repeal this bill and begin an honest de-
bate about a better way forward? Of all
the most disingenuous myths in this
town, perhaps the biggest is the notion
that repealing the health care bill will
increase the deficit. Let’s remember
here, we are adding an open-ended enti-
tlement. The new law is riddled with
budget gimmicks that double-count
savings, offset 6 years of benefits with
10 years of tax increases, and rely on
cuts to Medicare and tax increases to
fund a new entitlement.

The nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office works hard to provide accu-
rate accounting; but it is only able to
score the legislation put in front of
them, even if it includes budget gim-
micks and fiscal shell games designed
to hide its true cost. The reality is this
trillion-dollar new government entitle-
ment will lead to a one-size-fits-all
cure and put our country and our
States on a path to bankruptcy. At a
time when we need to do everything in
our power to encourage job creation,
the health care bill hangs around the
necks of businesses and serves as a bar-
rier to job creation.

Mr. Speaker, if we want to deliver
real results, the right way to go about
health care reform is to lower costs
and improve access. That is why, after
the House passes this repeal of
ObamaCare, we will begin a two-step
process of: first, conducting oversight
of the law and the impact it has had on
our economy and our health care sys-
tem; and, two, beginning work on a
new vision to improve health care
without bankrupting our country and
taking away the health care that most
Americans want and like.

This majority is dedicated to achiev-
ing results for the American people. As
we have said before, Mr. Speaker, we
are a cut-and-grow Congress. We will
cut spending and job-destroying regula-
tion and grow private-sector jobs and
the economy. Repealing last year’s
health care law is a critical step. Mr.
Speaker, we can do better, we will do
better, and I urge my colleagues to
support repeal.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
respectfully ask that my colleagues listen to
the American people and vote for H.R. 2, leg-
islation to repeal Obamacare and, in essence,
open the door to the passage of replacement
legislation that offers needed, meaningful and
bipartisan health care reform.

Considered in its entirety, Obamacare is a
crippling blow to both health care in America
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and our economy. Not only will Obamacare
over time erode and undermine the quality of
health care in America, it will to a progres-
sively greater extent increase the deficit, drag
down the economy, hurt businesses, and de-
stroy jobs.

The near total lack of transparency and mis-
use of power last year by the then-majority in
forcing through Obamacare’s passage, makes
it the quintessential example of how a bad bill
can become law. The American people are
rightfully angry, and we in Congress had bet-
ter listen to them.

Obamacare, which would create nearly 160
boards, commissions and programs and would
vest sweeping powers on bureaucrats to de-
termine what benefits are covered and not and
at what cost, is so fundamentally flawed that
it needs to be repealed and replaced.

The American people want and | support
meaningful and sensible health care reform,
but it shouldn’t be paid for by giving the gov-
ernment control of our health care system,
with new unconstitutional mandates, massive
tax hikes, and $2.6 trillion in new government
spending.

Rest assured that if Obamacare were sound
and prudent policy—fiscally and morally—and
an efficacious way of facilitating quality health
care coverage, the American people, as well
as Members of Congress from both sides of
the aisle and across the ideological spectrum,
would be strongly supporting it. If it were a
good law, honest explanations, not subterfuge
and granting of special favors and treatments,
would convince a large majority of the Amer-
ican public to embrace it.

Government should not be about strong
arming through a policy or law and then using
every trick, gimmick, and unholy alliance to
defend that law or policy at any cost. What
were missing in passing and promoting
Obamacare and are the foremost conditions
that must be employed moving forward are
honesty and transparency.

The selling of Obamacare has been replete
with misleading figures on costs and savings.
While claims are made that the health care
law will cost $940 billion over ten years and
reduce the deficit $143 billion over the same
period, those figures can be readily dem-
onstrated to be unrealistic. In actuality, best
estimates are that the new law will cost tax-
payers $2.6 trillion over ten years when fully
implemented and will add $701 billion to the
deficit in its first ten years.

Why the gross discrepencies? For one, the
drafters of the law took full advantage of the
fact that the Congressional Budget Office,
CBO, evaluates legislation over a ten year
window. Significant benefits of the law don’t
take effect for four years, meaning that the law
requires ten years of tax increases and ten
years of Medicare cuts to pay for six years of
spending. When all provisions of the law are
fully implemented, the ten year cost rises to
$2.6 trillion.

Additionally, a $143 billion savings turns into
a $701 bilion deficit when adjustments are
made for budget gimmicks: $53 billion in
claimed savings by increasing social security
payroll taxes are already spoken for by social
security beneficiaries; $70 billion in claimed
savings from the new Community Assistance
Services and Support (CLASS) program are
the result of benefits not being paid out for five
years—while eventually benefits will exceed
premiums collected—even Democratic Sen-
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ator KENT CONRAD called the CLASS program
a ponzi scheme of the first order; $398 billion
in claimed savings from the Medicare Hospital
Insurance Trust Fund are double-counted to
pay Medicare benefits and to be used for
other programs; $115 billion in new govern-
ment spending needed to implement the law
were not counted in initial estimates; and $208
billion for the fix to avoid pending Medicare
payments reductions to physicians were not
counted.

CBO warns that the current trajectory of fed-
eral borrowing is unsustainable and could lead
to slower economic growth in the long run as
debt rises as a percentage of GDP. The fed-
eral debt is currently over $14 trillion. The total
federal deficit rose from $455 billion in FY2008
to $1,413 billion in FY2009, and is estimated
to be $1,342 billion for FY2010. A realistic as-
sessment is that Obamacare will exacerbate
our nation’s debt.

At a time when unemployment is at record
highs (currently 9.4 percent nationally and 9.2
percent in New Jersey), Obamacare will cause
significant job losses for the U.S. economy.
The National Federation of Independent Busi-
nesses (NFIB) found that the mandate for em-
ployers to provide health insurance could lead
to the elimination of 1.6 million jobs through
2014, with 66 percent of those jobs coming
from small businesses. Two-thirds of new U.S.
jobs are created by small businesses and
even President Obama has called small busi-
nesses the “backbone of our Nation’s econ-
omy.” However, Obamacare hurts small busi-
nesses with mandates, new taxes, onerous
paperwork burdens, and higher health care
costs.

Rather than reducing the costs of health
care, Obamacare will increase total health
care spending by $311 billion over the next
ten years over what it would have been ab-
sent Obamacare, according to Medicare’s
chief actuary.

Obamacare requires employers with 50 or
more employees to provide government-ap-
proved health care, and to pay a $2000 pen-
alty per employee (after the first 30 employ-
ees) if they do not provide coverage. Per-
versely, the small business tax credit in the
law, with the purpose of aiding small busi-
nesses, actually will act as a disincentive to
small business owners who otherwise might
increase wages and hire additional workers.
The small business tax credit is only tem-
porary, and, additionally, it starts to phase out
for companies that pay their employees more
than $25,000 or employ more than 25 work-
ers. Many business owners, particularly in
high cost states, would get no benefit. CBO
estimated that only 12 percent of small busi-
ness workers would benefit.

The law also has an onerous requirement
for businesses to file a report with the IRS for
every vendor with which it has more than
$600 in transactions in a year. This will be an
enormous paperwork burden on all busi-
nesses, but may be particularly troublesome
for small businesses to comply.

Mr. Speaker, for the first time ever,
Obamacare forces Americans to acquire an
approved health plan or pay a stiff penalty—
like they committed a crime. The penalty is
significant—the greater of $750 per person per
year (up to $2,250 per family) or 2 percent of
household income. No person in America
should be coerced into buying medical insur-
ance. Just this week, a motion was filed to
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add six additional states to the lawsuit, which
is challenging the healthcare reform law as
unconstitutional because of the law’s individual
mandate requiring the purchase of health in-
surance. Twenty-six states are now part of
that lawsuit. Virginia had filed a separate law-
suit on similar grounds, and last month re-
ceived a favorable ruling.

Under Obamacare, premiums for non-group
family insurance will increase by as much as
$2,100 per year. The CBO estimated that by
2016, premiums will increase by 10-13 per-
cent over what would happen under current
law.

Obamacare, which directs reductions of
more than one-half trillion from Medicare, will
take away certain benefits from senior citizens
and disabled persons. Medicare Advantage is
used by over 11 million people nationwide in-
cluding 15,983 people in my Congressional
district alone. Obamacare’s $206 billion in cuts
to Medicare Advantage plans will result in mil-
lions either losing that coverage or being de-
nied the opportunity to enroll in a Medicare
Advantage plan. Further limiting patient
choice, actuaries at the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services warned that Medicare
cuts in the law are so drastic that providers
might end their participation in the program.
So much for the President’'s promise that if
you like your health plan, you can keep it; no
you can’t! And so much for his promise that if
you like your doctor, you keep seeing your
doctor; you might not be able to.

Obamacare also will add more than 16 mil-
lion people to the Medicaid program, which—
in addition to threatening the participation of
physicians in the program that reimburses
doctors only 56 percent of the market rate for
medical procedures—also further endangers
already strained state budgets.

On January 7, 2011, 33 Governors and
Governors-elect wrote to the President, HHS
Secretary Sebelius, and leadership in Con-
gress regarding the excessive constraints
placed on the states by healthcare-related fed-
eral mandates. The Governors note that the
federal requirements will force states to cut
other programs, such as education, in order to
fund a “one-size-fits-all” approach to Med-
icaid.

Additionally, Obamacare fails to institute real
medical liability reforms to end junk lawsuits
and curb the costs of defensive medicine—
these have long been identified as significant
forces in driving up health costs.

Finally, it is a tragic flaw that, even though
President Obama told a joint session of Con-
gress that “no Federal dollars will be used to
fund abortions, and Federal conscience laws
will remain in place,” his legislation constitutes
the largest expansion of abortion since Roe v.
Wade itself, and makes a mockery of that
pledge.

Repeal of Obamacare will pave the way for
implementation of better health care solutions
that will lower costs, increase access, and im-
prove quality without destroying jobs or bank-
rupting our government.

Goals of responsible health care reform
should be to provide credible health insurance
coverage and access for everyone, strengthen
the health care safety net so that no one is left
out, and incentivize quality and innovation, as
well as healthy behaviors and prevention. In-
disputably, the private health insurance market
has to be reformed to put patients first, and
eliminate denials of pre-existing conditions and
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lifetime caps and promote portability between
jobs and geographic areas, including across
state lines. Reform should also include revi-
sion of the tax code to promote affordability
and individual control. Medicare reforms are
necessary to make it more efficient and re-
sponsive, with sustainable payment rates.

Of course, responsible health care reform
will respect basic principles of justice: it will
put patients and their doctors in charge of
medical decisions, not insurance companies or
government bureaucrats. It will also ensure
that the lives and health of all persons are re-
spected regardless of stage of development,
age or disability.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, today the
House of Representatives is debating whether
to take a giant step backward by repealing the
Affordable Care Act. If we are not going to de-
bate how to improve the health care bill, we
should be working to strengthen our economy.

A good place to help Americans out of a
bad economy is to look at the number one
cause of bankruptcies in the U.S.: medical
bills. Specifically, over 62 percent of all bank-
ruptcies are from medical bills. It is tempting to
conclude from that statistic that most of those
bills are due to the uninsured not being able
to pay their bills. That would be wrong. In 78
percent of those medical bankruptcy cases,
the victims had health insurance. That means
that about half of all bankruptcies in the U.S.
happen to people who have health insurance.

This is what happens when insurance com-
panies make money by not providing care.
Their job is to make someone other than them
pay the bills—even if it is you or me, and even
if we already have insurance. They make us
pay the bills by selling cheaper insurance poli-
cies that do not actually cover us when we get
sick.

We must eliminate the predatory for-profit
health insurance industry by enacting H.R.
676, Medicare for All. No copayments, no
deductibles, no premiums. For the same costs
or less than we are paying now.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, many of us
believe we should focus our efforts and en-
ergy on measures to help put people back to
work rather than on a bill that takes away im-
portant patient and consumer protections. And
we don’t think it makes much sense to debate
a bill that thankfully will go nowhere in the
Senate and would certainly be vetoed by the
President. However, the new Republican ma-
jority is certainly entitled to use its time here
as it chooses. And while many of us believe
our time would be better spent focusing on
jobs, | do believe that this debate may help
clear up many of the myths and misinforma-
tion about the health care law signed by Presi-
dent Obama.

The issue of health care is personal to
every American individual and family. That is
why this debate can become so emotional and
heated. Let us have a vigorous, spirited de-
bate. But let us work to ensure the debate
generates more light than heat, and illumi-
nates rather than obscures the key issues.

The insurance reforms that have taken ef-
fect since last March are already making a
huge and positive difference in the lives of mil-
lions of American families. We wish our Re-
publican colleagues would have taken a least
a few days, a few hours to have Congres-
sional hearings to listen to those individuals
and families. The new Republican majority
said it wanted to listen, but you have not in-
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vited a single American outside of this Con-
gress to a hearing to testify on the repeal bill
we are debating here today. As a result, those
of us who oppose the efforts to strip away im-
portant patient protections had to organize an
unofficial hearing to listen to testimony from
our fellow Americans. We heard stories from
across America about why it is such a bad
idea to repeal, to take away the many protec-
tions patients and consumers finally have to
fight the abusive practices of some insurance
companies.

We heard the moms and dads of young
people tell you how relieved they are that their
sons and daughters are no longer kicked off
their health insurance policies at age 19 or
when they graduate from college, but can now
stay on their parents’ plan until age 26. As a
result, if their 22-year-old gets very sick or
gets into a terrible accident, that 22-year-old
can get care they need without the family
going bankrupt.

We heard from moms and dads with kids
who have cancer, asthma, or diabetes or other
pre-existing conditions tell how relieved they
are that insurance companies can no longer
deny coverage to those kids.

We heard senior citizens who were unable
to pay huge bills for essential prescription
drugs tell you how relieved they are that—as
of January 1st—they are now paying less and
can afford the medicines their doctors say
they need.

We heard from small businesses that are al-
ready using the tax credits to be able to pur-
chase affordable health care coverage for their
employees. And as a result of being able to
purchase more affordable health care, small
businesses have been able to hire more em-
ployees.

Now the new Republican majority has used
a lot of supercharged and inaccurate rhetoric
to support their claims. They even named their
bill the “Repealing the Job-Killing Health Care
Law Act’—as if putting those words in the title
and saying them over and over somehow
makes it true. It doesn’t and they aren't.

Let me be clear—there is only one job that
will no longer be available as a result of the
health reform bill, and that is the job of the
guy at the insurance company who was told to
examine the fine print in your insurance pol-
icy—the kind you can only read with a magni-
fying glass—and come up with reasons why
the insurance company will not pay for the
care you need when you need it, even though
you had been dutifully paying your premiums
all along. The reform bill signed by the presi-
dent banned those abuses. With that solitary
exception, the health insurance reform law will
create jobs. More people will be providing
more cost effective health care services to en-
sure that more Americans are healthy and
productive at work. And the health reform
bill—when it fully kicks-in in 2014—uwill finally
give Americans the freedom to move from job
to job without fear of losing their coverage.
That means more Americans will be able to
pursue their entrepreneurial dreams and start
their own businesses without fear of losing
their health insurance.

Now, we all recognize that ever rising health
insurance premiums are making insurance
less affordable for millions of Americans. In-
deed, between the years 2000 and 2006,
health insurance premiums doubled—went up
100 percent—and the profits of the major
health insurance companies quadrupled. The
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insurance industry loved that pattern. What did
the Congress do during those years to stop
those skyrocketing premiums? Nothing. By
contrast, the health reform bill signed by Presi-
dent Obama finally provides the chance to
stop those skyrocketing premiums. That's why
it was so bitterly fought by the insurance in-
dustry and why they would like to see it re-
pealed.

Now some critics claim that the continued
rise in health insurance premiums this year is
proof that the health care bill is not working.
But that claim exploits widespread confusion
about how the bill works. Anyone who has
read the bill—and | do encourage all Members
to read the bill—knows that the key insurance
market reforms in the bill don’t even take ef-
fect until the year 2014. That is because the
market reforms cannot be implemented over-
night without disruption to the system. But
when those reforms are fully implemented in
2014, premiums will no longer accelerate at
warp speed.

Those reforms will change the very ineffi-
cient system that contributes to rising pre-
miums. As of today, all of us who have health
insurance coverage—we pick up the tab for
those who don’t. We pay higher premiums be-
cause of those who pay none, but get their
primary care in the emergency room. That
broken system results in less preventive care
and higher premiums. Those premiums will
come down in 2014 once everyone takes per-
sonal responsibility for purchasing their own
coverage and the risks are pooled throughout
the population.

Now, when market reforms kick-in fully in
2014, the non-partisan, independent CBO has
indicated that individuals and families will be
able to pay less for their health coverage. In
their letter to Speaker BOEHNER, CBO projects
that premiums for employer based coverage
will rise if you repeal the bill. And CBO indi-
cates that the majority of people in the indi-
vidual market will get fewer benefits and pay
more for coverage if you repeal the bill—be-
cause you eliminate the tax credits.

The non-partisan Congressional Budget Of-
fice—the CBO—has also said something else
about the health care bill signed by President
Obama. They have calculated that it will re-
duce our national deficit by over $1.4 trillion
over the next twenty years. Now many people
ask how that can be possible. How can a
health reform bill that provides more affordable
access to health care for millions of Americans
reduce the deficit? The answer is simple:
those expansions were more than paid for by
eliminating huge taxpayer subsidies that were
flowing to certain health insurance companies,
by incentivizing more efficient care, and by
having the top 2% income earners contribute
more in payroll taxes.

That is the budget math of the health care
reform bill. This means that by repealing the
bill signed by President Obama, Republicans
would add over $1.4 trillion to the deficit, add-
ing to our debt to China and others.

Now, because they don’t like the CBO def-
icit numbers they have tried to discredit them.
But these criticisms are coming from the same
people who praised many of the CBO’s earlier
estimates during the debate on the health care
bill. In other words, when they like what the
CBO has to say, they endorse their numbers,
but when the CBO presents an inconvenient
budget truth, they trash the numbers.

CBO is the independent budget referee for
the Congress. Just as in football, sometimes
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you agree with the referee; sometimes you
don’t. But you don’t get to kick the referee off
the field and substitute your own call. Yet that
is exactly what our Republican colleagues
seek to do. Only this is not a sports game;
they are playing these games with the federal
budget. It is unprecedented and fiscally reck-
less. It is Enron-style accounting that will lead
to budget anarchy and fiscal chaos.

So much for fiscal accountability.

Mr. Speaker, those of us who support the
health care reform law know that it is not per-
fect and certain adjustments should be made
as we implement the reforms. In fact, last year
this House tried to remove the burdensome
1099 provisions, and the Senate was unable
to pass similar legislation.

But making necessary adjustments is one
thing. Completely eliminating important patient
and consumer protections that are currently
benefiting millions of American families would
be a historic mistake. The insurance industry
would celebrate at the expense of the Amer-
ican people. Let’s put health care providers in
charge of health care decisions, not the insur-
ance industry.

We have seen this narrative play out at
other times in our history. After the historic
passage of Social Security in 1935, its Repub-
lican opponents called it “a cruel hoax” and “a
fraud on the working man.” After the historic
passage of Medicare in 1965, we heard the
same distortions.

Mr. Speaker, let us not make the mistake of
repealing health care reform. | urge my col-
leagues to oppose this misguided and mis-
labeled bill.

Mr. Speaker, this House is a place to have
great debates where we can openly air dif-
ferences of opinion. But we should try in the
process to separate differences of opinion
from the facts of the case.

Earlier this month, with the passage of the
Rules package, there was an effort to provide
a whole new approach to accounting when it
comes to the budget deficit. In essence, what
the rules say is that we are going to exempt
the budgetary effects of certain measures, in-
cluding repealing the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act. The majority has written
into the governing rules of the House a mech-
anism to disguise the true budget deficit im-
pact of repealing this legislation. And as a re-
sult, today the Chairman of the House Budget
Committee inserted a statement into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD which asserts that H.R.
2, the bill to repeal the Affordable Care Act,
will have no budgetary effect at all. In fact,
CBO’ s preliminary estimate of the bill is that
it would increase the deficit by $230 billion
over ten years. What the majority is doing is
rank budget gimmickry of the worst kind.

It is the job of the nonpartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office to inform us of the deficit
impact of legislation we pass in this House.
Sometimes we agree with their estimates,
sometimes we disagree. But the whole budget
process will collapse in chaos if we decide to
write the political budget estimates of indi-
vidual Members of Congress into these bills
and ignore the estimates of the professionals.
It is like being at a football game and when
the referee makes a call, and you don't like
the call, you throw the referee off of the field
and think that your team gets to make the call
instead.

We should all recognize, as Republicans
and Democrats, that we will have budget anar-
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chy if we think that we can have Members of
Congress in a politically charged environment
substitute their own judgment for that of CBO.
With this action, the majority is committing
budget malpractice. It is a sure-fire way to run
up the red ink in this country over a period of
time.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET,
Washington, DC, January 19, 2011.
Budgetary Effects of Legislation
MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Public Law 111-
139, I hereby submit prior to the vote on pas-
sage, the attached estimate of the budgetary
effects of H.R. 2, “‘Repealing the Job-Killing
Health Care Law Act,” for printing in the
Congressional Record.
REP. PAUL RYAN,
Chairman.

ESTIMATE OF THE STATUTORY PAY-AS-YOU-GO EFFECTS
FOR H.R. 2—REPEALING THE JOB-KILLING HEALTH
CARE LAW ACT—(AS INTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE ON
JANUARY 5, 2011)

[Billions of dollars, by fiscal year]

Statutory

Pay-As-You-

Go-Impact

2012-2021

Net Increase or Decrease (—) in the On-Budget Deficita ...... +230

Less:

Adjustments Pursuant to Sec. 4 (d)(6) of P.L. 111-
139® (Community Living Assistance Services and

Supports Act) N/A

Adjustments Pursuant to H. Res. 5, 112th Congress« ... —230

Statutory Pay-As-You-Go-Impact .........cccoeveervmmreermmrerinrrirsnnenns 0

Source: House Budget Committee Estimates.

Memorandum:

afAs of January 18, 2011 the Congressional Budget Office could not
produce a detailed year-by-year estimate of the statutory paygo effects of
enacting H.R. 2—Repealing the Job-Killing Healthcare Law Act. The estimate
above was provided in a CBO letter dated January 6, 2011 to Speaker of the
House, John Boehner.

bP.L 111-139 (the Statutory Pay-as-you-go Act of 2010) requires that the
budgetary effects of enactment of the Community Living Assistance Services
and Supports Act (CLASS) not be counted on OMB's statutory paygo score-
card. CBO initially estimated the CLASS Act would reduce the deficit by $70
billion; therefore, repeal of the CLASS Act, which would become effective
upon enactment of H.R. 2, would not be counted as increasing the deficit
under statutory paygo. CBO was unable to produce an updated estimate of
the deficit impact of repealing the CLASS Act as of January 18, 2011.

<Sec. 3 (h)(1)(C) of H. Res. 5 provides authority for the Chairman of the
Committee on the Budget to exempt the budgetary effects of any measure
that repeals the Patient Protection & Affordable Care Act and subtitle B of
title 1l of the Health Care and Education Affordability Reconciliation Act of
2010.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the progress we’ve made towards
meaningful health care reform, and | stand in
strong opposition to the Majority’s efforts to re-
tract much needed provisions that have since
gone into effect for millions of Americans.

Our economy’s slow recovery from what's
been the deepest recession in modern history
has highlighted the wide and growing gaps in
our health care system. We've seen too many
families who've lost their insurance coverage
when a provider in the household becomes
unemployed, leaving the whole family unpro-
tected and at risk to fall through those wid-
ening cracks—unable to afford COBRA, ineli-
gible for public coverage, and precluded by
high and growing premiums or pre-existing
conditions from obtaining private insurance.

In California, we’ve been aggressive in mov-
ing forward with implementation, and will con-
tinue to lead the way in improving our ability
to provide access to quality, affordable care,
instead of retreating into the broken status quo
of the past. We recognize what a vote for re-
pealing the Affordable Care Act means to the
uninsured and underinsured: increasing health
care costs for millions of Americans, causing
many families to lose coverage, and increas-
ing the national debt by over $1 trillion.

This is a repeal vote that has real implica-
tions, and will mean a great deal in the day-
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to-day lives of the people | have the privilege
of representing. If you're a senior who fell into
the “donut hole” of prescription drug coverage
and needed help covering that cost, this is a
vote to take that assistance away. If you're a
young adult who can benefit from staying on
your parents’ insurance until age 26, this is a
vote to take you off that coverage. If you've
ever worried about your insurer dropping your
coverage unexpectedly if you or someone on
your policy gets sick, this is a vote to bring
back those worries. If you're a small-business
owner trying to compete with large employers
while doing right by providing insurance to
your employees, this is a vote to make that
nearly impossible for you. And, if you're a tax-
payer worried about the national deficit, this is
a vote telling you that your Representatives
are not serious about our nation’s budget
woes.

A report released just this week brought to
light the pressing need for the kind of protec-
tions the Affordable Care Act brings about. Ac-
cording to the report, an analysis by HHS, 50
to 129 million Americans under the age of 65
have some type of pre-existing health condi-
tion. And one in five of those—25 million indi-
viduals—is uninsured. As the number of unin-
sured who are denied coverage has grown
considerably over the last few years, thanks to
the ACA, starting in 2014, these Americans
cannot be denied coverage, be charged sig-
nificantly higher premiums, be subjected to an
extended waiting period, or have their benefits
curtailed by insurance companies.

At a time when this country is looking for
those willing to make the tough decisions that
lead us into a more prosperous, future, a vote
for repeal is a vote to take a step, not forward,
but backward. | urge my colleagues to vote no
on this bill.

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to express
my support for the bill before us, H.R. 2, which
would repeal the health care reform law that
was enacted last year. While we need to ad-
dress shortcomings in our Nation’s health care
system, this law is the wrong prescription and
that is why | am a cosponsor of H.R. 2.

Prior to the passage of this new law, the
American people were told that if they liked
their current health care plan, they could keep
it. However, shortly after its passage, the Ad-
ministration issued regulations finding that
nearly half of all workers would lose their cur-
rent health care plan and be required to sign
up for one of the new plans authorized by the
government.

I's a system that mandates that every
American buy government approved health in-
surance or pay a fine, which a Virginia Court
ruled recently as unconstitutional. The ap-
proach outlined by the new health care law
limits choices and phases-out other options to
health coverage such as health savings ac-
counts, which are enjoyed by some 8 million
Americans.

The American people were told that pas-
sage of this legislation would lower health in-
surance premiums by $2,500 for the average
family. However, health insurance premiums
have continued to rise, and studies indicate
that the new health care law is contributing to
these increases. This bill also fails to guar-
antee that Federal tax dollars will not be used
to pay for elective abortions.

The American people were told this new
health care law would stimulate job growth.
But this 2,000-page bill has created more un-
certainty and raised the cost of doing business
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in America. Imposing new mandates and high-
er taxes on small businesses continues to
hamper our economic recovery and slows job-
creation. Repealing this law will provide great-
er certainty.

Finally, in my view this bill is fiscally irre-
sponsible. The cost of this law continues to
climb. During the House floor debate on this
bill last year | stated that the overall costs of
the legislation were being underestimated by
more than $500 billion. That is proving to be
the case as the hidden costs of the bill con-
tinue to be uncovered.

Mr. Speaker, we have a national debt of
$14 trillion and rising. Our Federal budget situ-
ation is fiscally unsustainable, and if we don’t
make tough choices now, we will saddle future
generations with a mountain of debt that can
never be repaid. It is time to face the reality
of our budget situation and that includes rec-
ognizing that the real cost of this health care
law will far exceed our ability to pay for it.

While everyone can point to various aspects
of the new law that they support—including
me—I believe that the best way to move for-
ward is to start anew and replace the current
law with one that preserves individual choice
and economic freedom, directly tackles in-
creasing costs and allows Americans to keep
their current health care plan if they like it.
And let’'s do so in a fiscally responsible man-
ner.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
fervent opposition to this reckless effort to re-
peal the Affordable Care Act and put insur-
ance companies back in charge of our
healthcare system, rather than patients and
their doctors. The Affordable Care Act, land-
mark healthcare reform legislation enacted just
last year, makes health care more affordable
by immediately providing small businesses
with a tax credit to provide insurance cov-
erage, and in 2014, by providing tax credits to
those who need help buying insurance—rep-
resenting the largest middle class tax cut for
health care in history. Once the Affordable
Care Act is fully implemented, Americans will
have access to affordable health coverage in
a new competitive private health insurance
market through state exchanges.

Many critical benefits have already gone
into effect, including bans on the worst insur-
ance company abuses and coverage options
for many Americans who have previously
been locked out of the insurance market be-
cause of a preexisting condition. Indeed, mil-
lions of American families and businesses are
already feeling the positive effects of the Af-
fordable Care Act, and many more will benefit
as the final provisions are phased in over the
next few years.

The bill under consideration today, the Pa-
tients’ Rights Repeal Act (H.R. 2), would com-
pletely eliminate the Affordable Care Act with
no consideration for the wellbeing of the mil-
lions of Americans for whom it will improve
healthcare. H.R. 2 was expedited for a vote
without taking the testimony from a single wit-
ness or holding a single hearing on the issue,
and there was no committee consideration of
the bill, in direct contrast to the campaign rhet-
oric espoused by the new Republican majority.

Opponents of the Affordable Care Act have
used questionable arguments to validate their
repeal efforts, including claims that it would in-
flate the national debt. In truth, the Affordable
Care Act helps to reduce the national debt by
minimizing waste, fraud, and abuse in the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

health care system and preventing the ramp-
ant growth of health care costs. According to
the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office,
repealing the law would increase the deficit by
$230 billion over the next decade and over $1
trillion in the following decade. Now, that is a
difficult pill to swallow, with long-lasting effects
on our nation’s fiscal health.

Repeal of the Affordable Care Act has direct
consequences to the diverse congressional
district that | am proud to represent, Califor-
nia’s 15th district. The Patients’ Rights Repeal
Act would:

Increase the number of my constituents
without health insurance by 17,000 individuals;

Allow insurance companies to deny cov-
erage to as many as 307,000 individuals, in-
cluding up to 40,000 children, with pre-existing
conditions;

Rescind consumer protections for 484,000
individuals who have health insurance through
their employer or the market for private insur-
ance;

Eliminate health care tax credits for up to
14,900 small businesses and 86,000 families;

Increase prescription drug costs for 8,000
seniors who hit the Part D drug “donut hole”
and deny new preventive care benefits to
76,000 seniors;

Increase the costs of early retiree coverage
for up to 7,600 early retirees;

Eliminate new health care coverage options
for 2,900 uninsured young adults; and In-
crease the costs to hospitals of providing un-
compensated care by $113 million annually.

Furthermore, as Chair of the Congressional
Asian Pacific American Caucus (CAPAC), |
am proud of CAPAC’s partnership efforts
through the Tri-Caucus and with community
advocacy groups to ensure that the Affordable
Care Act benefits all of our communities, in-
cluding the Asian American and Pacific Is-
lander (AAPI) community—roughly one in five
of whom are uninsured. For instance, the Af-
fordable Care Act helps to address traditional
AAPI health disparities in vaccinations, cancer
screenings, and infant mortality rates through
increased access to preventative care serv-
ices. Further, new federal regulations on data
collection, disaggregation, and oversampling
on certain minority populations will help to
identify and ensure comprehensive coverage
of all AAPI health disparities. These hard-
fought benefits for our communities would be
completely eliminated if Republicans were to
succeed in enacting H.R. 2.

Mr. Speaker, for these reasons, | continue
to support the Affordable Care Act, as it is
vital to the wellbeing of every community in
our nation. | urge my colleagues to stand
against this reckless repeal of critical
healthcare reform and vote against the Pa-
tients’ Rights Repeal Act.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong opposition to H.R. 2, the Patient’s
Rights Repeal Act. In the 112th Congress, the
American people were promised a focus on
our economy. Today however, rather than dis-
cussing legislation that would strengthen our
economy, legislation that would create jobs, or
even legislation that would reduce our nation’s
deficit, we are discussing the repeal of legisla-
tion that protects more than 500 families in my
district from bankruptcy due to the costs of
healthcare. We are discussing the repeal of
legislation that would give tax credits to
117,000 families in my district and a 35% tax
credit to the 11,400 small businesses in my
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district who choose to offer coverage. If our in-
tent here is truly to create jobs, why would we
repeal legislation that since its enactment, has
contributed to the creation of more than one
million private sector jobs, including more than
200,000 jobs in the healthcare industry?

Mr. Speaker, | am not here to represent the
insurance industry or the pharmaceutical in-
dustry. | am here to represent the interests of
the ordinary Americans that reform will protect.
Repealing the Affordable Care Act would be in
direct opposition to those interests by increas-
ing our national deficit by one trillion dollars
over the next two decades and preventing
tens of millions of uninsured Americans from
gaining coverage. In my district alone, 37,500
people will receive coverage under this law,
and 75,000 seniors on Medicare will receive
improved care, giving them full access to our
healthcare system, which is the “best in the
world.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask you, what is the point in
having the “best healthcare system in the
world” if more than thirty million Americans, in-
cluding the 37,500 in my district, do not have
full access to its benefits? What is the point of
having the “best healthcare system in the
world” if insurance companies are allowed to
deny people coverage when they need it the
most, based on “pre-existing conditions.” It is
wrong. You know it's wrong. This law has cor-
rected it and we should not mess with it.

There may be weaknesses in the health re-
form law, but based on an average of 117,000
private sector jobs created per month since its
passage, | strongly believe that it is a good
starting point for efforts to make our nation
stronger. The Affordable Care Act is good for
not only our seniors and the uninsured, but all
Americans who not only deserve, but need ac-
cess to quality, affordable healthcare. In the
name of the hundreds of thousands of con-
stituents in my district, in the name of the Bed-
ford Stuyvesant Family Health Center and 30
other community health centers that will re-
ceive increased funding to provide my district
with better care, and in the name of the tens
of millions of Americans that we fought so
hard for in passing reform, | will vote no on
this bill, and any other efforts to undermine the
legislation passed last year. Instead | hope we
can begin a meaningful conversation about
moving forward, using this established frame-
work to continue to strengthen our nation.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong op-
position to the budget busting legislation that
fails to create one new job and returns our
health decisions to insurance companies rath-
er than doctors.

Repealing health reform would be a mis-
take. Instead of focusing on job creation or re-
tirement security or tax relief, we are debating
repealing a law that protects Americans from
insurance company abuses and provides fairer
and more accessible health care for children,
veterans, seniors, employees, and employers.

On Monday, we celebrated Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.’s life of service. Dr. King fought
for an America where everyone, regardless of
their racial, ethnic, or class background, would
have access to opportunity. Access to health
care was important to Dr. King who said, “Of
all the forms of inequality, injustice in health
care is the most shocking and inhumane”.

Today, the new majority is trying to repeal
the health reform legislation that we enacted
just one year ago. That historic law provides
secure health insurance coverage to almost all
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Americans and lowers the deficit by $143 bil-
lion in the first ten years. Today, the majority
is trying to repeal these patient protections
and return them to insurance company bean
counters.

A new analysis by the Department of Health
and Human Services that was released this
week reported that as many as 129 million
non-elderly Americans have some type of pre-
existing health conditions. In my district alone,
there are as many as 310,000 individuals with
a pre-existing condition, including 39,000 chil-
dren. Due to health reform, those children can
no longer be denied coverage and starting in
2014, adults with pre-existing conditions will
no longer be denied health coverage. If health
reform is repealed, these individuals will again
be denied insurance and lose health cov-
erage, which will lead to higher health costs
for all Americans.

To understand how important health reform
is, here is a picture of what my district would
look like if health reform was repealed. Over
2,000 young adults would become uninsured
after losing coverage through their parents’ in-
surance; over 17,000 small businesses would
lose tax credits that help provide health insur-
ance to their employees; over 9,000 early re-
tirees might lose benefits through the early re-
tiree reinsurance program; over 100,000 sen-
iors would have to pay for wellness visits and
preventive services, like mammograms and
colonoscopies; and over 8,000 seniors in the
Medicare donut hole would see significantly
higher prescription drugs.

Just saying that health reform “kills jobs”
does not make it so. In fact, health reform not
only provides benefits to Americans, it creates
jobs. Since health reform was passed, an ad-
ditional 207,000 jobs have been created in the
health care sector. Over the next 10 years,
health reform will create up to 4 million jobs by
investing in the health care workforce and low-
ering costs for businesses.

Further, Americans do not support repealing
health reform. In fact, according to the latest
AP poll, only 26 percent of Americans think
health reform should be repealed. Instead, 43
percent of Americans want more reforms to
health care.

Passing health reform last year began the
process of ending the injustice in health care
access that Dr. King thought was shocking
and inhumane. We owe all Americans access
to affordable, comprehensive health coverage.
We cannot let them down. As the late, great
Senator Ted Kennedy often said, “decent,
quality health care is a fundamental right and
not a privilege.” | strongly urge my colleagues
to vote no on repealing health reform.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, | come to the floor today to speak in sup-
port of the repeal of the job-killing health care
law.

Today’s vote is part of what will be an ongo-
ing effort by House Republicans to repeal
President Obama’s health care law and re-
place it with solutions that protect jobs and
preserve health care choices—without driving
our nation deeper into debt.

Today we put the focus back where it be-
longs—jobs, affordable health care, and small-
er government.

Mr. Speaker, last year, the Democrat con-
trolled Congress pushed through a govern-
ment takeover of health care using a closed
approach that blocked any input from our side
of the aisle. Almost as soon as the bill was
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signed into law, the extensive reach of the
strong arm of government was felt by the
American people.

Many were forced out of their existing health
plans—even if they liked it—including many of
our nation’s seniors who will be pushed out of
their current Medicare Advantage plans.

Our nation’s businesses were hit with a
costly job-killing paperwork requirement—and
they still face other new mandates, fines and
taxes.

All Americans have been hit by a mandate
requiring individuals, regardless of their per-
sonal circumstances, to purchase government-
approved insurance or pay a penalty. The
constitutionality of this mandate is currently
being challenged by a number of states in-
cluding my home state of Washington.

And, hospitals like the Wenatchee Valley
Medical Center in a rural, medically under-
served part of my district face new restrictions
simply because they are owned by doctors.

The American people spoke in volumes in
November and it is time to respond to their
message.

The time has come to fulfill our promise to
the American people and take steps to repeal
this law that is bad for families, seniors and
employers. | look forward to getting down to
work on real solutions that will preserve the
patient-doctor relationship, increase choices
and reduce health costs.

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong opposition to the rule providing
for consideration of H.R. 2, the “Patient Rights
Repeal Act of 2011.” This bill is a giant step
backwards for our country. By repealing the
landmark achievement of the Affordable Care
Act we would be taking away affordable cov-
erage and financial security from thousands of
my constituents and millions more across the
country.

A vote in support of this bill is a vote for in-
surance companies over everyday Americans;
it is a vote to return us to the days when fine
print was used to cancel coverage for hard-
working people; and it is a vote to take away
parents’ peace of mind, who will no longer
know if their children will be able see a doctor
when they get sick.

Mr. Speaker, at a time when Americans will
soon finally be free from the fear that afford-
able coverage will not be available to them
and their families when they need it the most,
repealing the Affordable Care Act would be
devastating. Without the Affordable Care Act:

196,000 young adults would lose their insur-
ance coverage through their parents’ health
plans;

Insurance companies would once again be
allowed to cut off someone’s coverage unex-
pectedly when they are in an accident or be-
come sick because of a simple mistake on an
application;

New insurance plans would no longer be re-
quired to cover recommended preventive serv-
ices, like mammograms and flu shots, without
cost sharing; and

269,623 on Medicare would see significantly
higher prescription drug costs

Mr. Speaker, every time that | go home to
my district, | meet with constituents who thank
me for voting for the Affordable Care Act.
They explain to me the peace of mind that
they feel knowing that they will be able to af-
ford the prescription drugs that they need; that
their children can see a doctor when they get
sick or break a bone; that their breast cancer
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treatment will be covered on their policy, rath-
er than being written off as a preexisting con-
dition. Health care reform provided the fol-
lowing benefits for the residents of my district:

Gave tax credits and other assistance to up
to 146,000 families 15,100 small businesses
have seen 50% tax credits to provide health
care for employees.

Over 16,000 additional small businesses
have been made eligible for health care ex-
changes that make insurance more affordable.

Help for small businesses are help for work-
ing families. Small businesses are the engine
of the economy of my district and of our na-
tion.

Improved Medicare for 63,000 beneficiaries,
including closing the donut hole

Extended coverage to 88,000 uninsured
residents

Guaranteed that 17,500 residents with pre-
existing conditions can obtain coverage

Protected 1,100 families from bankruptcy
due to unaffordable health care costs

| refuse to vote for a piece of legislation that
will reverse these benefits and harm so many
of the people that | represent. Health care re-
form is a moral obligation to the American
people and a critical part of our long-term eco-
nomic recovery. It represents the largest mid-
dle-class tax cut in history and is projected to
cut the deficit by $138 trillion over 20 years.

Mr. Speaker, anyone who is serious about
deficit reduction cannot in good conscience
vote for this legislation. In addition to being the
wrong thing to do to hard-working families,
single-mothers, and senior citizens across the
country, it is fiscally irresponsible. In fact, |
would call this bill fiscally irrational—H.R. 2
would cost $1.3 ftrillion to repeal a piece of
legislation that promises to cut the budget def-
icit by $138 ftrillion in the long-term. This does
not make any fiscal sense; it is the exact op-
posite of what we should be doing and it is an
unfair burden to place on future generations.

| oppose this bill because it threatens the
peace of mind, financial security, and physical
wellbeing of seniors, parents, and children
across the country. | oppose this bill because
| would rather side with everyday Americans
than insurance company executives. | stand
with the single moms, who no longer have to
stay up all night worrying about how to pay
the premiums to cover their child’s illness. |
stand with the senior citizens who built our
roads and bridges and fought our wars and
now can finally afford the prescriptions drugs
that they need.

For all of these hard-working, middle class
people, | strongly urge my colleagues to join
me in opposing the rule providing for the con-
sideration of H.R. 2.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong opposition of the Republican Health
Reform Repeal Bill.

The reason is simple.

The bill before us is not about creating jobs.

I's not about strengthening our middle
class.

And it’s not about reducing our national def-
icit.

It is however, about denying coverage for
up to 284,000 individuals with pre-existing
conditions in my district.

It is about increasing prescription drug costs
for 6,400 seniors on California’s Central
Coast.

And it is about increasing the number of un-
insured individuals by 80,000 and increasing
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the costs to our local hospitals for providing
uncompensated care.

Open your eyes, and welcome to reality.

American families are struggling to make
ends meet.

They are struggling to stay in their homes.

They are living without proper health care.

And are they going broke paying for medical
bills.

So why is this chamber spending their time
debating health care reform that has extended
coverage and increased protections to millions
of Americans, and created 207,000 jobs in the
Health Care Industry.

Truth of the matter is—while we run circles
around this issue, millions of Americans walk
out their front door every morning to look for
work, only to return with less hope and more
worries.

Everyday Americans across the country are
worried sick about losing their homes.

About not being able to adequately provide
for their families.

And now Republicans want them to worry
about losing their health care coverage.

Please open your eyes, and take a deep
look at Americans’ dire reality.

| urge all Members to oppose the Patients’
Rights Repeal Act.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to speak in strong
opposition to H.R. 2, the “Patient’s Rights Re-
peal Act”.

Repealing the law would take us back to the
days when big insurance companies had the
power to decide what patients can receive—
allowing them to once again deny coverage to
children with pre-existing conditions, cancel
coverage when people get sick, place limits on
the amount of care people can get, or over-
charge for insurance just to boost their profits.

The Texas Department of Insurance issued
a recent report that noted nearly 26.1 percent
of Texans are without health coverage—com-
pared to the national average of 16.7 percent,
who are uninsured.

Without the Affordable Care Act, Texans
stand to lose:

Critical Consumer Protections that ban
health insurance plans from denying coverage
based on an individual’'s health status would
be lost;

Young adults under the age of 26 would
lose their coverage through their parents’
health plans;

Patients with private insurance coverage
would suddenly find themselves vulnerable to
annual and lifetime limits;

New insurance plans would no longer be re-
quired to cover recommended preventive serv-
ices, like flu shots;

Seniors who have Medicare coverage would
be forced to pay a co-payment to receive im-
portant preventive services, like mammograms
and colonoscopies; and

Small businesses would lose tax credit as-
sistance to help families purchase affordable
health insurance.

Early retirees between the ages of 55 and
64 would lose health coverage through their
employers for them and their families.

| am confident that if we repeal Affordable
Care Act, we present a grave, unhealthy dan-
ger to the lives of all Americans by playing
politics.

| urge my Republican colleagues to revisit
the thought of repealing the Affordable Care
Act by working with eager Democrats to con-
tinue building a bridge to a healthier America.
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Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, |, along with
so many of my colleagues, support H.R. 2, the
repeal of President Obama’s healthcare law.
This legislation will further harm our economy
at a time when we desperately need a robust
recovery.

The healthcare law is a prime example of
how the tax hikes, spending sprees, and gov-
ernment mandates are hurting our economy
and making it harder for small businesses to
create jobs. That's one reason why we must
repeal and replace the law with a common-
sense, responsible solution that tries to ad-
dress the cost of healthcare and provide more
coverage to Americans without killing jobs.
Removing these barriers will provide the busi-
nesses that create new jobs with the certainty
they need to hire new employees and get our
economy back on track.

Instead of encouraging America’s leading
job creators, last year's Democrat government
takeover of healthcare has and will continue to
hurt small businesses with more mandates,
new taxes and administrative burdens, as well
as higher healthcare costs. For example, the
healthcare law requires businesses with more
than 50 employees to provide government-ap-
proved health care. Businesses that fail to do
so will be forced to pay a $2,000 penalty per
employee (after the first 30 employees). For a
small business employing 50 workers without
providing government-approved health insur-
ance, adding one additional worker to the pay-
roll will result in $42,000 in new government
penalties.

Over the last 15 years roughly 65 percent of
new private-sector jobs have been created by
small businesses. A study by the nation’s larg-
est small business association, NFIB, esti-
mates that the employer mandate in the
healthcare law will destroy 1.6 million jobs.
This healthcare law is not the way to help our
small business job creators.

In addition, rather than adopting common-
sense policies to lower the cost of healthcare,
last year's law, will increase costs. The chief
actuary for Medicare estimates total
healthcare spending will increase by $311 bil-
lion over the next decade, more than it would
have been without the healthcare law.

With federal spending at the highest level in
American history, the economy in a severe re-
cession, and unemployment remaining stub-
bornly high—another massive government
program with more spending, more borrowing
and higher taxes will only hurt already strug-
gling American families—not help them. The
American people deserve a better plan.

Also, this law doesn’t protect the unborn be-
cause it doesn’t include clear and direct provi-
sions that would prohibit federal funding of
abortions. We need statutory language in the
law, not an easily changed Executive Order, to
prevent abortions. We have already learned
that the law will allow $11 billion in taxpayer
funds to be used for abortions at Community
Health Centers. We must repeal and replace
this law so we can end government-funded
elective abortion coverage under this massive
new government funding stream.

Congress should start over and consider the
common-sense bipartisan solutions that Re-
publicans have to offer. It's time to repeal the
health care law and it's time for a patient-fo-
cused health bill that will help the economy
and get us back to smaller government.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | can-
not in good conscience support today’s mis-
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guided efforts to repeal the new health reform
law. It would be a significant step backwards
both for the citizens of Southwest Georgia
whom | represent as well as the entire nation.

Repealing the law will mean that insurance
companies will continue to place lifetime limits
on the coverage they provide, drop people
from coverage when they get sick, and refuse
children affordable health care because of a
pre-existing condition.

Repealing the law also will increase pre-
scription drug costs for seniors. It will deny
Medicare enrollees free preventive services
like colorectal cancer screenings, mammo-
grams, and an annual wellness visit without
copayments, co-insurance, or deductibles.

In addition, repealing the law will mean that
children under age 26 will no longer be cov-
ered under their parents’ plan; new small busi-
ness tax credits that make it easier for busi-
nesses to provide coverage to their workers
and make premiums more affordable will dis-
appear; and there will be no further expansion
of community health centers which are vital to
the health care needs of rural Southwest
Georgia.

A recent report by the Center for American
Progress also found that repealing the law
would add up to $2,000 annually to family pre-
miums and prevent 250,000 to 400,000 jobs
from being created annually over the next dec-
ade. Furthermore, according to the non-par-
tisan Congressional Budget Office, a repeal of
the law will add $230 billion to the federal debt
by 2021.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot let this happen. We
cannot and we must not turn back the clock.

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act passed in
2010 is the law of the land. It extends historic
protections to millions of Americans, ensuring
access to quality health care. | voted for this
law and | am grateful for the support | re-
ceived from my constituents in Minnesota’s
Fourth District for my work on reforming our
nation’s broken health care system.

Access to quality health care is essential for
all Americans. | firmly believe health care
should be a right for our citizens, not a privi-
lege or a luxury only for the most fortunate
who can afford it. | am committed to working
to ensure all Americans have the health pro-
tections they need and access to the quality
health care they deserve. The health reform
law we have in place does this.

Today the U.S. House is debating the re-
peal of the Affordable Care Act. The Repub-
lican-Tea Party majority officially titled the bill
before us, H.R. 2, the “Repealing the Job-Kill-
ing Health Care Law Act.” They use the word
“killing” five times in a bill that isn’t even two
pages long. Not only is the bill’s title offensive
and disrespectful, it is untrue. The fact is the
health reform law does not kill jobs, its patient
protections saves lives and creates jobs. More
than 200,000 health care related jobs have
been created since the law passed in March
of last year.

This Tea Party Republican bill strips away
patient protections for children, seniors, and
adults with pre-existing medical conditions. It
replaces tough legal protections for patients
with a uniquely Republican solution—nothing.
Republicans strip away protections for millions
of Americans, add $230 billion to the federal
budget deficit according to the non-partisan
Congressional Budget Office, and restore a
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broken health care system that empowers in-
surance companies to make heath care deci-
sions, not patients.

| want Minnesotans to know exactly what re-
pealing the existing health reform law would
do. If this Republican bill were to become law
it would mean:

Stripping 32 millions of Americans of health
insurance and new consumer protections;

Allowing insurers to deny coverage to chil-
dren with pre-existing conditions, apply restric-
tive lifetime coverage limits, impose cost shar-
ing on preventative care, and retroactively
cancel policies when an individual gets sick;

Eliminating tax credits for as many as
99,000 Minnesota small businesses providing
their employees health insurance;

Refusing 11,400 young adults in Minnesota
the option to remain on their parents’ health
insurance until they turn 26;

Maintaining a perverse payment system that
rewards providers for the volume of services
delivered, rather than the quality of those serv-
ices;

Jeopardizing the early retiree health cov-
erage provided by 210 Minnesota employers
and unions currently receiving financial assist-
ance through the ‘The Early Retiree Reinsur-
ance Program’; and

Risking the Medicare benefits and prescrip-
tion drug coverage seniors and people with
disabilities depend on to meet their health
needs.

H.R. 2 is more than political posturing. It is
legislation that sends a clear message to the
American people—Republicans care more
about protecting insurance company profits
than protecting the rights of patients. | will op-
pose this bill and | will oppose and battle
against every effort made in the 112th Con-
gress to defund, sidetrack, or stall the full im-
plementation of the Affordable Care Act.

| am not alone is opposing H.R. 2. Hun-
dreds of national organizations and dozens of
Minnesota groups oppose this blatantly par-
tisan effort to repeal health reform. Here are a
few excerpts from a letter | received over the
past few days.

The Minnesota Medical Association: “the
MMA opposes efforts to repeal the ACA (Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act) and
urges you to vote against it.”

Catholic Hospital Association of Minnesota:
“I strongly urge you to maintain support for ef-
forts to improve and strengthen our nation’s
health care system by opposing the legislation
before the House to repeal the Affordable
Care Act (ACA).”

Epilepsy Foundation of Minnesota: “We
strongly encourage you to vote against repeal
of the ACA (Affordable Care Act) and work to-
ward ensuring that implementation includes
the needs of people with epilepsy and other
chronic health conditions.”

Minnesota Hospital Association: “On behalf
of the 148 hospital and 17 health system
members of the Minnesota Hospital Associa-
tion, | am writing to express our opposition to
legislation that would repeal the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act (ACA).”

Today, as the debate on this ill conceived
and mean-spirited bill is taking place, | re-
ceived the following message from a consor-
tium of small business leaders from across the
country:

“The House of Representative’s introduction
of a bill to repeal the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act is an affront to our na-
tion’s small business community.
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“The country’s 28 million small businesses
stand to benefit greatly from many provisions
of the new healthcare law, particularly the tax
credits and health insurance exchanges.
These two provisions will help drive down
costs and offer small business owners more
choices when purchasing insurance. These
critical provisions and many others would be
abolished if the Affordable Care Act is re-
pealed.

“This would be a huge setback to entre-
preneurs who need solutions to the broken
healthcare system, not a continuation of it.
America’s 22 million self-employed would also
suffer, as a repeal of the ACA would deny
them the opportunity to pool together and pur-
chase insurance at an affordable price through
state exchanges.”

It is important to remember that the Repub-
lican’s dangerous and destructive health re-
peal agenda can only work if Americans are
silent and passive, allowing live-saving rights
and protections to be stripped away. Repeal
will not happen today, even if this bill is
passed, but over the course of the next two
years Republicans and their corporate bene-
factors will use every legal and political chan-
nel available to deny citizens their health care
rights. They will not stop.

But | will not stop either. | will not stop fight-
ing for the health care rights for all Americans.

| urge all Minnesotans and all Americans to
stand up and join me in the fight to protect the
historic patient rights all citizens have gained
through the Affordable Care Act and that
starts with a vote against H.R. 2.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas.
Speaker, I submit the following:

[From The Baytown Sun, Jan. 4, 2011]
PREPARE TO DIE FOR LACK OF MONEY

(By Gene Lyons of the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette)

As polemics on the Obama administra-
tion’s health care reforms re-emerge, I often
ruminate about a horse.

Lucky was an American Standard Bred
gelding I owned. Compared to his quarter
horse stable-mate, Lucky was unathletic and
halfway clumsy. But he was also a sweet-
heart. As long as he could follow his buddy,
anybody could ride him. Regardless of age or
experience, Lucky would carry them care-
fully and bring them home safe. It’s hard not
to love such an animal.

By the time I found him colicked in the
barn, it was probably already too late. He’d
been down for some time. I gave him an in-
jection for the pain and walked him, but
nothing worked. After a while, he lay down
and refused to move. By the time the vet ar-
rived, I'd been sitting wedged against his
back for hours to prevent him from rolling
and twisting his gut.

After Lucky proved unresponsive to treat-
ment, the vet asked me a hard question: “‘Is
this a $6,000 horse?”’

He explained that there was an equine hos-
pital over in Oklahoma that could perform
potentially life-saving surgery. It cost $6,000
cash, up front. He warned that survival was
chancy, and might leave my horse an in-
valid.

I'd paid $1,000 dollars for Lucky; he was 25
years old, almost elderly. After a long night
of IV fluids and pain meds, there was no
avoiding the inevitable. Because there are
some things a man must do for himself, T ad-
ministered a lethal injection and ended up
having to put a bullet into his brain.

We buried him in his pasture.

It was a hard, hard thing to do. This was
two years ago, and it’s a rare day I don’t
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think about Lucky and his stable mate
Rusty, who also died that year. I pray that I
never outlive another horse.

Long introduction, brief polemical point:
Observing Republicans gear up to try to
undo ‘‘Obamacare,” I suspect the only thing
that will satisfy some is to make medical
care in the United States work like veteri-
nary care. You get what you can pay for.
Otherwise, tough luck.

Who would have thought that after Sarah
Palin’s imaginary ‘‘death panels’’—chosen by
Politifacts.com, the fact-checking website,
as its 2009 ‘‘Lie of the Year’’—Arizona Repub-
licans would be denying heart, lung and liver
transplants to Medicaid patients because
Gov. Jan Brewer says the State can’t afford
them?

To save a lousy $1.4 million (out of a $9 bil-
lion budget), Arizona’s Health Care Cost
Containment System has decreed an end to
organ transplants. Maybe the bitterest irony
is that the inhumane policy won’t actually
save any money. One of the roughly 100 citi-
zens affected explained to Arizona Republic
columnist E.J. Montini:

“I can’t work anymore, and we ran out of
(insurance) coverage a while back,” he said.
“It’s terrible needing help. It’s not what I
wanted. But when you run out of money,
what can you do? If I don’t get a transplant,
I guess the state won’t have to pay for me or
worry about me until I walk into an emer-
gency room close to dying. They can’t turn
me away then.”’

No, they can’t. Human hospitals can’t
refuse patients for lack of cash. Meanwhile,
not a peep of protest from Palin, Rep. John
Boehner or any of the Republicans who
waxed hysterical over the absurd allegation
that ‘‘Obamacare’” would lead to govern-
ment-sponsored euthanasia.

But if people die for lack of money, that’s
the GOP way.

Too bitter? Maybe so. Nevertheless, avoid-
ing medical and economic reality has been
the party’s response ever since Obama adopt-
ed much of the conservative Heritage Foun-
dation’s health care proposals as his own.
It’s all to do with partisanship, nothing else.
Consider the legalistic, angels-on-the-head-
of-a-pin arguments GOP savants have made
against the bill’s unpopular health insurance
mandate.

Precisely because hospitals can’t turn pa-
tients away, it’s impossible to make private
insurance companies cover pre-existing con-
ditions (i.e. sick people) without encouraging
deadbeats to game the system by not buying
insurance until they need it. This defeats the
whole purpose of a risk pool.

Somebody’s got to pay, and absent an in-
surance mandate, that somebody’s you—one
reason the United States has long had the
most expensive, least efficient health care
system in the world.

Ah, but in GOP Dreamworld, everybody’s
Huck Finn, an independent actor in a 19th-
century free-enterprise paradise. They claim
the Constitution forbids government from
making citizens buy something they don’t
want.

Alas, in the real world, people can’t not
participate in the health care system.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, the
Republican House Majority’s effort to repeal
the historic health care reform law that Demo-
crats passed last year is merely a charade.
And thanks to Democratic control of the Sen-
ate, the Republican bill will never cross the
President’s desk. Indeed, a vote for repeal will
only scare those who have come to rely on
the law’s benefits.

| was first elected to Congress in 1992, and
in all my years of service, | have worked to
make affordable, quality health care available
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for all Americans. Indeed, for nearly a century,
leaders from all over the political spectrum,
beginning with President Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt, have fought for health care and health
insurance reform. In the words of the great
former President Roosevelt, ‘the health of the
people is a public concern; ill health is a major
cause of suffering, economic loss, and de-
pendency; good health is essential to the se-
curity and progress of the Nation.” In 1935,
President Roosevelt signed the Social Security
Act into law, which made him the first Presi-
dent ever to advocate on behalf of federal as-
sistance for the elderly.

Yet it wasn’t until 75 years later that our na-
tion finally came together and passed the “Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act,”
which provides health care access for all
Americans. Prior to this, nearly one in five citi-
zens in the wealthiest country in the world
were uninsured. | applaud President Obama
for his persistent, hard work on this issue, and
| was a proud cosponsor of the original Health
Care legislation when it was first introduced in
the House of Representatives. And although
there is no such thing as a perfect bill, this law
is a great start, and it needs to be left up to
the medical specialists to make slight changes
to make it better, not politicians in the Repub-
lican Party who want to repeal the law entirely.
Yet today, even though it would be nearly im-
possible to accomplish, the Republican Party
wants to take our country in the opposite di-
rection and eviscerate this law. If this were
ever accomplished, it would have drastic ef-
fects on the constituents in Florida’s third con-
gressional district, as well as for Americans
across the country. In fact, the Republican bill
would take our Nation back to a system in
which:

Children with pre-existing conditions, includ-
ing 8,000-40,000 in my congressional district,
were denied coverage;

Young people age 26 cannot stay on their
parents’ plans (for district 3 in Florida, their
plan would eliminate health care coverage for
nearly 4,000 young adults);

A system where Seniors pay more for pre-
scription drugs, including 6,600 senior citizens
who hit the Part D drug “donut hole” in my
district, and would be forced to pay out of
pocket costs, as well as 93,000 more Florida
district 3 seniors who would be denied new
preventive care benefits;

It also would force small businesses to pay
higher taxes;

And increase the deficit by $230 billion, ac-
cording to the nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office.

The cost of returning to the prior system is
too great. For too long, health care has been
a privilege, not a right in America. To return to
a system in which nearly 20 percent of Ameri-
cans do not have access to the greatest
health care available in the world would not
only be a tremendous step backwards, but
outright insensitive to the needs of millions of
Americans.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker
now is the time to protect American families—
uphold the Affordable Care Act and oppose
H.R. 2, the Republican repeal of health care.
A vote to repeal the Affordable Care Act will
leave millions of Americans at risk of losing
their health coverage; children will face dis-
crimination because of pre-existing conditions
and seniors will be left scrambling to pay full
price for prescription drugs.
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In fact, there is a deep concern about the
practicality of repealing the Affordable Care
Act and the detrimental impact repeal will
have on women, children and older Ameri-
cans. When Republicans wrote a Medicare
prescription plan that created a “gap” in their
coverage, seniors across the country were
forced to pay full price for their prescription
drugs. The Affordable Care Act eliminated the
“donut hole”, allowing millions of seniors to
buy life saving medications.

Prior to the passage of the Affordable Care
Act, many Americans families were uninsured
and underinsured. Families were forced to
choose between paying for coverage for chil-
dren with pre-existing conditions or feeding
them. Passage of the Affordable Care Act
gave them back their dignity. Today, those
children are guaranteed coverage regardless
of pre-existing conditions and are allowed to
remain covered under their parent’s insurance
plans until the age of 26.

All 23 counties in the 2nd District are medi-
cally underserved and many of my constitu-
ents are unable to afford health coverage.
Under the Affordable Care Act, 315,000, resi-
dent’s health insurance coverage will improve;
95,000 uninsured residents in my district will
be extended coverage; and 16,500 residents
with pre-existing conditions can obtain cov-
erage. We cannot and should not be consid-
ering repeal of a sound policy that millions of
Americans are currently benefiting from and
countless more stand to benefit when fully im-
plemented.

A vote in favor of this appeal would strip
American families of their dignity and force
them to go back to choosing between paying
for health coverage or putting food on their ta-
bles. We must continue to build on our efforts
to expand accessible and affordable health
coverage for all Americans. Today, | strongly
urge my colleagues to oppose H.R. 2.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
opposition to H.R. 2, a bill to repeal patients’
rights and empower health insurance compa-
nies at the expense of consumers.

| am proud to have voted for the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act, landmark
legislation to reform our country’s health insur-
ance system and expand opportunities for
quality, affordable health care to millions of
people who otherwise go without.

In my district, in the heart of California’s San
Fernando Valley, rolling back reforms would
have devastating consequences for my con-
stituents. This repeal would leave an addi-
tional 116,000 of my constituents without
health insurance. It would increase prescrip-
tion drug costs for 5,600 seniors in the Medi-
care D “doughnut hole” and deny new preven-
tive care benefits to 64,000 seniors. It would
expose over 100,000 of my constituents—and
perhaps as many as 290,000 people in my
district—to the possibility of being denied cov-
erage because they have pre-existing condi-
tions.

| have heard from thousands of my constitu-
ents who support the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act, many of whom feel
strongly enough to share their stories with me.
Some are thankful that their child’s pre-exist-
ing condition is no longer a barrier to getting
coverage. Others are relieved that treatment
of their chronic illness is no longer subject to
a lifetime spending cap. But some are simply
the parents of uninsured young adults who live
with the day-to-day worry that their kids are
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one accident away from financial ruin or that
they won’t be able to access the care they
need. I'd like to share one of these stories
with you.

Diane, a constituent in Valley Village, wrote
me last October to tell me about her daugh-
ter's experience with the health insurance re-
form bill. Her daughter graduated from a pres-
tigious university in 2008 and got a job but still
couldn’t afford health insurance. She left her
job after two years. Two weeks later, she was
in a serious car accident. Her car was totaled
but she, luckily, was not hurt. At age 24, this
young woman found herself unemployed and
without health insurance, having narrowly es-
caped every parent’s nightmare. Diane writes,
“And then, two weeks ago . . . she was able
to be covered under the plan of her father and
stepmother. | wanted to share this story be-
cause we want you [to know] that this change
has already had a huge impact on our lives.
As a mother, | now have one less major issue
to worry about.”

On behalf of Diane and her family, and on
behalf of children, young adults, parents, sen-
iors, small business owners, small business
employees, people with pre-existing condi-
tions, hospitals that provide uncompensated
care, and everyone else who benefits from the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, |
stand strongly against H.R. 2 and urge my col-
leagues to join me in voting against repeal.

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in op-
position to H.R. 2, the Patients Rights Repeal
Act of 2011.

Less than one year ago, the 111th Con-
gress achieved a major milestone in the dec-
ades-long effort to ensure access to quality
health care for all Americans by passing the
Affordable Care Act and reforming our broken
health care system. Since the Affordable Care
Act was signed into law, | have seen its bene-
fits first hand in the district | am privileged to
represent. Over 9,800 seniors in Southwestern
and Southern lllinois will see a 50 percent dis-
count on their medications when they enter
the Medicare Part D coverage gap, saving
them $5.1 million. An additional 112,000 sen-
iors will receive free preventive care, including
cancer and diabetes screenings. As of Sep-
tember 2010, up to 37,000 children in my dis-
trict with pre-existing conditions are no longer
denied coverage by insurance companies and
in 2014 up to 238,000 adults will have the
same protection. In the St. Louis Metro area,
13,600 young adults will remain on their par-
ents’ health insurance plans up to age 26 and
maintain their access to affordable care, and
the 2.4 million individuals with private health
insurance are protected from predatory prac-
tices of insurance companies and arbitrary
premium rate increases.

Despite this significant progress, today we
are considering the Patients’ Rights Repeal
Act, which will strip my constituents of these
new benefits and return us to the broken, ex-
pensive health care system that left 47 million
Americans uninsured.

Just as our constituents cannot afford to
lose these benefits, we cannot afford the Pa-
tients’ Rights Repeal Act. According to the
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office,
CBO, passing this legislation will increase the
deficit by $230 billion over 10 years and by
more than $1.2 ftrillion over 20 years. The
CBO also estimates that this bill will increase
premiums and out-of-pocket expenses for ev-
eryone enrolled in private insurance plans.
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Further, despite the claims of my Repub-
lican colleagues, there is no evidence that re-
pealing health care reform will create new jobs
or spur economic growth. Since the passage
of the Affordable Care Act, we have added 1.1
million new private sector jobs to the econ-
omy. Further, a study by the Kaiser Family
Foundation indicates the Affordable Care Act
will create 4 million additional new jobs in the
next 10 years by lowering costs and investing
in the health care workforce. These new,
good-paying jobs will disappear with the pas-
sage of repeal.

The Affordable Care Act is not a perfect bill.
Provisions, including the unworkable 1099 re-
porting requirements for small businesses, will
be adjusted or replaced as we move forward
to implement the bill. Just as we have
changed Medicare and Social Security over
the last several decades to ensure those pro-
grams achieve their goals, we will work to-
gether to adapt the Affordable Care Act and
keep health care affordable and accessible for
millions of Americans. | will work with my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisles to adopt
strong alternatives.

However, just as we have never repealed
Medicare or Social Security, | will not vote to
repeal the Affordable Care Act and return to a
health care system that is unsustainable, inef-
ficient, and massively expensive. We must
continue to move forward and ensure that our
health care system works for all Americans.

Mr. Speaker, passing the Patients” Rights
Repeal Act will dramatically expand the deficit,
slow job creation, increase the cost of health
care, and deny millions of Americans access
to health coverage. | urge my colleagues to
oppose the Patients’ Rights Repeal Act.

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
opposition to H.R. 2, a bill to repeal the Afford-
able Care Act. In March of last year | was
honored to cast a vote in favor of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act. This law
ensures that my constituents, and all Ameri-
cans, have access to the medical care they
need. The measure we consider on this
House floor today is not an effort to improve
upon that law. It is not an alternative strategy
to protect patients’ access to care. It is simply
an effort to undo the admirable work under-
taken over many years and months by the
Members and staff of this body, committed pa-
tient advocates, uninsured Americans and
hard-working medical professionals. | find it
unfortunate that, as our Nation faces many
deep and intransigent challenges, the House
is debating a proposal which is premised on
misinformation and disingenuous posturing. |
am hopeful that we will now return to the real
work of the people.

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, we have heard
a lot of rhetoric from my colleagues across the
aisle opposing this legislation because of a se-
lect number of insurance market provisions in-
cluded in the massive, overreaching health
care law. As a two-time cancer survivor and
the father of a daughter living with cystic fibro-
sis, what is rhetorical for many of my col-
leagues is a reality for my family. There is no
doubt that reforms are needed to ensure that
individuals with pre-existing conditions have
access to affordable insurance. In fact, we can
probably all agree that there are many aspects
of the health care system that were and are in
desperate need of reform.

However, the law enacted nearly a year ago
is the wrong solution to our health care sys-
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tem’s numerous problems. The law will raise
taxes by over $500 billion. It includes an un-
constitutional individual mandate on all Ameri-
cans requiring the purchase of health insur-
ance coverage. The law will cost millions of
American jobs and hits small businesses with
more paperwork, more bureaucratic red tape,
and less opportunity for growth. Finally, the
law cuts Medicare by about half a trillion dol-
lars which, even the President’s own actuaries
have said, could jeopardize access for sen-
jors.

America has sent a clear message to Wash-
ington, and today we will show that we have
heard that message. We must repeal the detri-
mental health care law and focus on the real
problem facing our nation’s health care sys-
tem, the issue of cost. We can reduce health
care costs by enacting meaningful medical li-
ability reform, allowing people to purchase in-
surance across state lines, and giving individ-
uals the same tax relief as corporations for the
purchase of health insurance. Once the health
care law is repealed, | look forward to moving
forward with alternative health care reform leg-
islation that will achieve these goals. If we
focus our efforts on reforms, such as these,
that lower costs, we will expand access to af-
fordable care without jeopardizing the system
which has allowed our nation to have the best
health care in the entire world. | urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 2 and H. Res. 9 and
begin the process of enacting true health care
reform.

Mr. JACKSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in strong opposition to the H.R. 2 legislation
that will repeal health care for nearly 32 million
Americans. | have listened to my colleagues
from the other side of the aisle in press con-
ferences and throughout this debate state that
the Affordable Care Act is “job destroying”
and “budget busting.” We know from numer-
ous reports that these statements are blatantly
untrue.

Since President Obama signed this legisla-
tion into law in March, the Department of
Labor reports nearly 1 million new jobs were
created in the private sector, including over
200,000 in health care related fields. Further-
more the non-partisan Congressional Budget
Office, CBO, said that the Affordable Care Act
will reduce the deficit over the next 10 years.
In fact, on January 6 the CBO stated that the
repeal would increase the deficit by $230 bil-
lion over the next 10 years.

As we prepare to vote on this legislation, I'd
like to inform my constituents as | did for them
at countless town hall presentations | hosted
on the Affordable Care Act, what repeal
means for the people of lllinois’ Second Dis-
trict.

Health Care Repeal will rescind the vital Pa-
tient’s Bill of Rights consumer protections pro-
vided under the Affordable Care Act for the
336,000 individuals in the Second Congres-
sional District who have health insurance
through their employer or the market for pri-
vate insurance. Passage of repeal will lift the
limitations placed on insurance companies for
rate increases and out of pocket expenses.
Repealing health care reform would eliminate
the requirement that insurance companies limit
administrative costs by spending a minimum
of 80 percent of the premiums they collect on
actual healthcare. Repealing the Affordable
Care Act will allow insurance companies to
drop or rescind coverage when people get
sick, place annual and lifetime limits on cov-
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erage and charge you for cost-saving prevent-
ative services and screenings.

According to a report released by the De-
partment of Health and Human Services, up to
129 million Americans under the age of 65
have some type of pre-existing condition and
could be excluded from insurance plans if this
health care repeal were signed into law. This
would affect 263,000 individuals, including up
to 40,000 children in the Second Congres-
sional District who have a pre-existing condi-
tion.

Repeal would eliminate the requirement that
health insurance plans allow young adults to
remain on their parents’ insurance policies up
to the age of 26, cutting coverage to the esti-
mated 2,000 young adults that are expected to
take advantage of this benefit in the Second
District.

Through the Affordable Care Act, middle
class families with incomes up to $88,000 for
a family of four and small businesses would
be eligible for affordability tax credits. Repeal
would cut access for 157,000 families and
14,200 small businesses in my district.

For Second District seniors, repeal will in-
crease drug costs for the 6,700 seniors who
fall into the Part D prescription drug “donut
hole” this year and will deny access to free
preventive services and health screenings to
the 93,000 seniors on Medicare in the Second
District.

Finally, under the Affordable Care Act, an
estimated 94 percent of Americans would be
provided access to health care through their
employer, the Health Care Exchange or
through Medicaid. With repeal, 61,000 of my
constituents would lose this new coverage.
Hospitals in my district spend nearly $40 mil-
lion each year providing coverage to the unin-
sured which gets passed on to the consumer,
and the average American family pays an ad-
ditional $1,100 per year for covering the cost
of uncompensated care for the unemployed.

Before the Affordable Care Act, skyrocketing
health care costs were hurting families, forcing
businesses to cut or drop health benefits, and
straining state budgets. The people of lllinois’
Second District and all Americans need and
deserve better.

While some of my colleagues may be willing
to pass legislation that (1) rescinds important
consumer health care protections, (2) cuts tax
credits for middle class families and small
businesses, (3) forces our nation’s seniors to
pay more for prescription drugs and cost-sav-
ing preventative care and (4) passes the prob-
lem of steadily rising health care costs onto
the next generation—I plan to vote for making
health care affordable and accessible for up to
94 percent of Americans, not against it.

That’s why | will vote no on Repeal.

Mr. GRIMM. Mr. Speaker, healthcare reform
is a real issue facing many Americans. In spite
of protests heard around the country, last
spring the Democrats pushed through a 2,000
page bill full of mandates, and taxes that do
not address the growing expense of health
care, and continues a reckless spending habit
that has resulted in a $14 trillion deficit.

The 2010 Midterm elections has allowed the
112th Congress to fulfill a promise to repeal
the Affordable Care Act, and replace it with
common sense solutions that address the ris-
ing cost, and the importance of providing af-
fordable, accessible, quality care. In light of re-
pealing this massive government takeover of
the healthcare industry, it is our responsibility
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to replace it with thoughtful reforms that help
insure the uninsured, protect those with pre-
existing conditions, lower the growing cost of
health coverage, and preserve the doctor-pa-
tient relationship.

Instead of encouraging America’s small
business to grow and create jobs, the current
healthcare plan will hurt small business by im-
posing burdensome regulations that will lead
to lower wages, fewer workers, or both.

The Affordable Care Act is projected to add
$701 billion to the deficit over the next ten
years, and is likely to pass on a $2.6 trillion
price tag to our children and grandchildren.
While forcing young Americans into a govern-
ment run health care exchange, we are requir-
ing them to pay for minimal services for an un-
limited amount of time, with no promise of a
sustainable program that will be available to
them as they age. The bottom line is the
American people deserve better than this
budget-busting, job killing legislation, and most
importantly they deserve open and honest leg-
islation not the gimmicks used to cover up the
cost and damage of “Obamacare.”

Mr. CANTOR. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 26, the
previous question is ordered on the bill,
as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I have
a motion to recommit at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentleman opposed to the bill?

Mr. ANDREWS. I am.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
a point of order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A point
of order is reserved.

The Clerk will report the motion to
recommit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Andrews moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 2 to the Committees on Energy and
Commerce, Ways and Means, and Education
and the Workforce with instructions to re-
port the same to the House forthwith with
the following amendment:

Add at the end the following new section:
SEC. 3. HEALTH CARE REPEAL SHALL NOT TAKE

EFFECT UNLESS A MAJORITY OF
MEMBERS OF U.S. HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES AND A MAJORITY OF
U.S. SENATORS WAIVE FEHBP BENE-
FITS.

Section 2 (including the repeal of the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(Public Law 111-148)) shall not take effect
unless and until the Director of the Office of
Personnel Management certifies to the Con-
gress that a majority of the Members of the
House of Representatives and a majority of
Members of the Senate have, as of the date
that is 30 days after the date of initial pas-
sage of this Act in the respective House, vol-
untarily and permanently withdrawn from
any participation, and waived all rights to
participate, as such a Member in the feder-
ally funded Federal employees health bene-
fits program (FEHBP) under chapter 89 of
title 5, United States Code, effective with the
first month after the date of execution of
such a withdrawal and waiver.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey for 5 minutes in sup-
port of his motion.

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I think
we should begin by thanking Speaker
BOEHNER and Leader PELOSI for leading
us through such a civil debate at such
an important hour of our country’s his-
tory; a moment of consequence. Unfor-
tunately, one of the consequences of
this debate is that we did not debate
the issue that is most on the minds of
the American people, which is unem-
ployment and 15 million of our neigh-
bors being unemployed.

Having said that, there are lots of
consequences to this repeal bill, and
Members should be aware of each one
of them.

If a woman with breast cancer or a
man with diabetes loses