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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

DISAPPROVING FCC INTERNET
AND BROADBAND REGULATIONS

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 8, 2011

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as a
strong supporter of net neutrality, | oppose
H.J. Res. 37. The Internet has revolutionized
the way the world learns, interacts, and does
business. It has remained a dynamic and rich
platform because it has been open and acces-
sible to all, from start-up businesses, school
groups, and individuals, to news organizations
and government. | am using Twitter and
Facebook regularly to help me keep in touch
with Oregonians.

This resolution would disapprove the FCC’s
open Internet ruling and undermine the en-
forceable policy for keeping the Internet free
from discrimination. Americans have the right
to access to the legal content of their choice.
H.J. Res. 37 denies this freedom and elimi-
nates consumer protections in favor of cor-
porate interests. Internet service providers
would be able to act as gatekeepers, blocking
legal content like Netflix and picking winners
and losers among applications and services.

H.J. Res. 37 puts into question whether in-
novation will be allowed to flourish on the
Internet. It would stifle start-up businesses and
slow economic growth. Congress should pro-
tect the free and open Internet to strengthen
our economy and create jobs. Instead, H.J.
Res. 37 undermines these principles and puts
the power to choose which content you can
access in the hands of corporate interests.

Maintaining a free and open Internet is crit-
ical to a vibrant democracy and economic de-
velopment. | hope my colleagues will join me
in opposition to this harmful resolution.

———

NATIONAL MEDICAL LABORATORY
PROFESSIONALS WEEK, APRIL
24-30, 2011

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | offer
this on behalf of my colleague, Congress-
woman GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, and her constitu-
ents in Arizona’s 8th congressional district.
This year, more than 10 billion laboratory tests
are being performed—tests that are important
to the health and, often, the very lives of our
family members, our friends, and ourselves.

Thirteen percent of the U.S. population is al-
ready over the age of 65 and every seven
seconds one of us turns 50. Combine these
facts with the steadily lengthening life expect-
ancy of the average American, and today’s
emphasis on preventive medicine and early
detection of disease conditions. The result is

an exponentially growing, almost over-
whelming demand for medical laboratory serv-
ices across the nation.

The American Society for Clinical Pathology
advises that among the highly trained and
dedicated professionals who work in medical
laboratories are histotechnologists, histologic
technicians, pathologists, medical tech-
nologists, cytotechnologists, medical labora-
tory technicians, and phlebotomists who en-
gage in life-saving work every day.

Given the critical nature of their work, lab-
oratory professionals require state-of-the-art
technological support. Take, for example, the
preparation of microscope slides for biopsies.
Three hundred million tissue slides—most of
them key to detecting cancer—are processed
in U.S. histology labs each vyear. Actively
working to eliminate patient identification er-
rors and cross-contamination, the nation’s top
lab professionals have replaced outdated la-
beling and slide preparation processes with
smart solutions—fully automated, integrated
individual slide staining systems and workflow
management platforms that offer confidence in
their ability to deliver the right patient results.

| am proud to note that the leading global
provider of such patient-focused, tissue-based
cancer diagnostics is Ventana Medical Sys-
tems, Inc., headquartered in southern Arizo-
na’s eighth congressional district. Their mantra
underscores the mission of every medical lab-
oratory: deliver the right patient results in a
timely manner.

With the approach of National Medical Lab-
oratory Professionals Week (April 24-30), |
join Ventana’s 1,300 employees in saluting our
nation’s medical laboratorians. Their dedica-
tion, professionalism and hard work, combined
with state-of-the-art technology, are essential
to prolonging the healthy lives of millions.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 13, 2011
Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.

253 Senate amendment to H.R. 1363, had |
been present, | would have voted “no.”

HONORING OUR NATION’S NURSES

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the vital contributions made by our
nation’s nurses and call attention to the quality
healthcare services that nurses provide to pa-
tients within my district and across the nation.
As the largest group of health professionals,
nurses serve among healthcare providers on
the front lines of our delivery system.

Whether in a school, a physician’s office, or
a hospital setting, nurses provide the personal
attention that is necessary for their patients.

| commend the great commitment that these
educated and qualified nurses consistently
give to their profession and to their patients,
despite the challenges they face. Recently, |
had the opportunity to meet with a registered
school nurse, Susan Voss, from Elk Grove Vil-
lage, lllinois. She came to our nation’s Capitol
as part of the Nurse in Washington Internship
Program to share her own experiences in the
healthcare field.

In our meeting, Ms. Voss spoke passion-
ately about her work and the students she
serves. The devotion she has towards her pro-
fession is extraordinary. Every day, Susan
drives over one hundred miles to help stu-
dents and faculty with their routine treatments.
In addition to her daily duties, she assists and
monitors students with special needs. Her love
for nursing and her dedication make her a
powerful advocate for the nursing profession.

| ask my colleagues to join me in applaud-
ing Ms. Voss and nurses throughout the U.S.
that help deliver quality healthcare services to
American families.

———

IN HONOR OF PATROLMAN JAMES
SIMONE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of James Simone, a police officer with
the City of Cleveland, who has announced his
retirement from the Cleveland Police Depart-
ment after 38 years of service.

Mr. James “Supercop” Simone has served
with the Cleveland Police Department for 38
years. He is well known for some of the more
dramatic duties he has performed as an officer
of the law, such as chasing down and stop-
ping a bank robber, or jumping into the frozen
Cuyahoga River to save a woman'’s life.

His commander, Keith Sulzer, stated that
“In his 38 years of police service he has been
a shining example of a crime fighter, a man
unwavered by public opinion and politics, a
man whose honor and integrity has always
been above reproach. Officer Jim Simone’s
name will forever be spoken with reverence
and the utmost respect by his fellow police of-
ficers and good citizens of the City of Cleve-
land.”

Mr. Simone graduated from Lakewood High
School in 1966 and went on to join the United
States Army’s 101st Airborne Division. He
served as a sergeant and received the Bronze
Star for Valor, the Bronze Star for Meritorious
Services, two Purple Hearts for wounds re-
ceived in combat, and various other medals
and ribbons commemorating his service in the
military.

In 1973, Mr. Simone joined the Cleveland
Police Department where he has served in
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various districts under various roles, including
basic patrol, detective, SWAT, and Senior
Traffic Enforcement Officer. He has been
awarded countless accommodations and hon-
ors which include 2010’s Police Officer of the
Year, and a Medal of Valor for his service. In
addition, he was honored by Mothers Against
Drunk Driving for issuing dozens of citations
and working to keep the streets clear of reck-
less and intoxicated drivers.

Mr. Simone has also been an avid lecturer
and instructor at various Cleveland schools
and universities, including John Marshall Law
School, Cuyahoga Community College, Case
Western Reserve University, Lorain Commu-
nity College Police Academy and SEALE Po-
lice Shooting Warrior Mind Set.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Mr. James “Supercop” Simone, as
he retires after 38 years from a long and dis-
tinguished career as a protector and hero of
Cleveland.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICAN CIVIL
WAR

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 150th anniversary of the start of
the American Civil War and an important piece
of journalism by Ken Burns entitled “A Con-
flict's Acoustic Shadows.” Mr. Burns’ article in
the New York Times reminds us all of the im-
portance of reflecting upon this pivotal mo-
ment in our nation’s history.

[April 11, 2011]
A CONFLICT’S ACOUSTIC SHADOWS
(By Ken Burns)

More than once during the Civil War, news-
papers reported a strange phenomenon. From
only a few miles away, a battle sometimes
made no sound—despite the flash and smoke
of cannon and the fact that more distant ob-
servers could hear it clearly.

These eerie silences were called ‘‘acoustic
shadows.”

Tuesday, the 150th anniversary of the first
engagement of the Civil War, the
Confederacy’s attack on Fort Sumter, we
ask again whether in our supposedly post-ra-
cial, globalized, 2lst-century world those
now seemingly distant battles of the mid-
19th century still have any relevance. But it
is clear that the further we get from those
four horrible years in our national exist-
ence—when, paradoxically, in order to be-
come one we tore ourselves in two—the more
central and defining that war becomes.

In our less civil society of this moment we
are reminded of the full consequences of our
failure to compromise in that moment.

In our smug insistence that race is no
longer a factor in our society, we are contin-
ually brought up short by the old code words
and disguised prejudice of a tribalism be-
neath the thin surface of our ‘‘civilized”
selves.

And in our dialectically preoccupied media
culture, where everything is pigeonholed
into categories—red state/blue state, black/
white, North/South, young/old, gay/
straight—we are confronted again with more
nuanced realities and the complicated lead-
ership of that hero of all American heroes,
Abraham Lincoln. He was at once an infuri-
atingly pragmatic politician, tardy on the
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issue of slavery, and at the same time a tran-
scendent figure—poetic, resonant, appealing
to better angels we 21st-century Americans
still find painfully hard to invoke.

The acoustic shadows of the Civil War re-
mind us that the more it recedes, the more
important it becomes. Its lessons are as fresh
today as they were for those young men who
were simply trying to survive its daily hor-
rors.

And horrors there were: 620,000 Americans,
more than 2 percent of our population, died
of gunshot and disease, starvation and mas-
sacre in places like Shiloh and Antietam and
Cold Harbor, Fort Pillow and Fort Wagner
and Palmito Ranch, Andersonville and
Chickamauga and Ford’s Theater.

Yet in the years immediately after the
South’s surrender at Appomattox we con-
spired to cloak the Civil War in bloodless,
gallant myth, obscuring its causes and its
great ennobling outcome—the survival of the
union and the freeing of four million Ameri-
cans and their descendants from bondage. We
struggled, in our addiction to the idea of
American exceptionalism, to rewrite our his-
tory to emphasize the gallantry of the war’s
top-down heroes, while ignoring the equally
important bottom-up stories of privates and
slaves. We changed the irredeemable, as the
historian David Blight argues, into positive,
inspiring stories.

The result has been to blur the reality that
slavery was at the heart of the matter, ig-
nore the baser realities of the brutal fight-
ing, romanticize our own home-grown ter-
rorist organization, the Ku Klux Klan, and
distort the consequences of the Civil War
that still intrude on our national life.

The centennial of the Civil War in 1961 was
for many of us a wholly unsatisfying experi-
ence. It preferred, as the nation reluctantly
embraced a new, long-deferred civil rights
movement, to excavate only the dry dates
and facts and events of that past; we were
drawn back then, it seemed, more to regi-
ments and battle flags, Minié balls and Gat-
ling guns, sentimentality and nostalgia and
mythology, than to anything that suggested
the harsh realities of the real war.

Subsequently, our hunger for something
more substantial materialized in James
McPherson’s remarkable ‘‘Battle Cry of
Freedom” and many other superb histories,
in the popular Hollywood movie ‘‘Glory,”
and in my brother Ric’s and my 1990 docu-
mentary series ‘‘The Civil War.”

It was an emotional archaeology we were
all after, less concerned with troop move-
ments than with trying to represent the full
fury of that war; we were attracted to its
psychological disturbances and conflicted
personalities, its persistent dissonance as
well as its inspirational moments. We want-
ed to tell a more accurate story of African-
Americans, not as the passive bystanders of
conventional wisdom, but as active soldiers
in an intensely personal drama of self-libera-
tion.

We wished to tell bottom-up stories of so-
called ordinary soldiers, North as well as
South, to note women’s changing roles, to
understand the Radical Republicans in Con-
gress, to revel in the inconvenient truths of
nearly every aspect of the Civil War.

Today, the war’s centrality in American
history seems both assured and tenuous.
Each generation, the social critic Lewis
Mumford once said, re-examines and re-in-
terprets that part of the past that gives the
present new meanings and new possibilities.
That also means that for a time an event,
any event, even one as perpetually impor-
tant as the Civil War, can face the specter of
being out of historical fashion.

Explore multimedia from the series and
navigate through past posts, as well as
photos and articles from the Times archive.
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But in the end, it seems that the War of
the Rebellion, the formal name our govern-
ment once gave to the struggle, always in-
vades our consciousness like the childhood
traumatic event it was—and still is.

Maybe Walt Whitman, the poet and some-
time journalist who had worked as a nurse in
the appalling Union hospitals, understood
and saw it best. “Future years,” he said,
“will never know the seething hell, the black
infernal background of the countless minor
scenes and interiors . . of the Secession
War, and it is best they should not.”

““The real war,” Whitman admonished us,
“will never get in the books.”” We are, none-
theless, obligated to try.

RECOGNIZING THE CONCERNS OF
THE SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN COP-
TIC CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, last month, 13
Coptic Christians in Egypt were murdered by
Muslim extremists. More recently, a Coptic
church—rich in culture and architecture—was
destroyed, forcing many innocent Christians to
flee their home communities in order to protect
their lives. This comes only months after 24
Christians were killed in yet another church
bombing.

| am proud to represent a vibrant Coptic
community in southeast Michigan and privi-
leged to consider the clergy of St. Mark’s
Church in Troy, Michigan as my friends. | rise
today to share their concerns about the future
of their community and the desire to preserve
their ancestral homeland. For millennia, Coptic
Christians have lived and worshipped in Egypt
but some extremists are attempting to cap-
italize on the political vacuum created by the
uncertainty in the country to drive them out of
their homes and places of worship.

While we are hopeful for democratic change
in Egypt, it is imperative that we maintain sup-
port for religious minority communities such as
the Coptics and seek to preserve and allow for
the continuity of their community. As a mem-
ber of the Religious Minorities in the Middle
East Caucus, | ask my colleagues to join me
in being mindful of these Christian minorities
that need a voice.

——————

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AS-
SASSINATION OF THE REV. DR.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, 40 years
ago today the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
was struck down by an assassin’s bullet as he
stood on the balcony outside his room at the
Lorraine Hotel in Memphis, Tennessee.

He was in Memphis to march in solidarity
with African American sanitation workers dur-
ing their 1968 strike for better working condi-
tions.

Despite the shock and sorrow of losing the
country’s most celebrated civil rights leader,
the march went on and the strike proved ulti-
mately successful.
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We are here today to remember Dr. King,
the workers in Memphis that he stood with,
and the victory they achieved for themselves
and working people everywhere.

Over the last 40 years, this country has
seen more than its share of tragedies: assas-
sinations, bombings, terrorist attacks, and all
manner of natural disasters.

It is easy to become desensitized to evil and
some of us may drift away from the lessons of
the past. We should remember that in 1968
Dr. King’s murder threw the country into chaos
and threatened the civil rights movement he
had labored to build through peaceful protest.
But it was not to be, as Dr. King’'s message
was too powerful for hate, and today we re-
member that nothing eclipses his message
that all humanity has dignity and worth.

Dr. King, Jr., recognized that the struggle for
civil rights and workers’ rights were inex-
tricably linked. Both required that the basic
rights of all people are equal and ought to be
honored equally, whether by an employer or
by the United States government. Organized
labor is a cornerstone of our democracy and
a guiding force in our nation’s history. It is the
natural right of a free people, as workers right-
ly expect a degree of safety, security, and just
compensation for the work that they do. We
should not sacrifice their quality of life to fuel
the myth that doing so will somehow balance
the budget.

In closing, | urge my colleagues and my fel-
low Americans to always remember the signifi-
cance of this day. Dr. King received criticism
from all sides, some saying he was too soft;
others saying he was too radical, and many
fearing widespread violence and social up-
heaval in the wake of his death.

It was human nature, some argued, that vio-
lence is a more effective means to effect
change than passive resistance. They were
wrong. Dr. King understood that the moral
force of non-violent direct action was so pow-
erful that it could bring down the modern-day
walls of Jericho.

And he was right; it brought change to
America. And to Poland and the nations of
eastern and central Europe. And we saw it at
work in Tunisia and Egypt. As Dr. King said:
“The moral arc of the universe is long, but it
bends toward justice.”

Mr. Speaker, 40 years ago today, our nation
mourned the loss of one of the greats of the
age. But while an assassin may have felled
the Dreamer; the Dream of Dr. King still lives
in the hearts and minds of people of goodwill
everywhere in the world.

———

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF
JERZY J. MACIUSZKO

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
remembrance of Jerzy J. Maciuszko, a loving
father, husband, friend and scholar. His pas-
sion for literature and Polish history will benefit
the world and those that knew him.

A librarian and historian, Mr. Maciuszko
served as the head librarian of the Baldwin-
Wallace College’s Ritter Library and the
Cleveland Public Library’s special collections
department. He was a devoted educator and
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chaired the Slavic and Modern Languages de-
partment at the Alliance College in Cambridge
Springs, Pennsylvania.

In 1913, Mr. Maciuszko was born in War-
saw, Poland, where he graduated from the
University of Warsaw with a bachelor's degree
in English. He taught English at a high school
in Warsaw until 1939. Upon Germany’s occu-
pation of Poland, Jerzy was captured and
spent six years in a prisoner's camp. He made
the best of his situation by playing violin in the
camp orchestra and writing a short story,
which took top honors in a contest held by the
International YMCA.

Mr. Maciuszko escaped the camp and be-
came a liaison officer for the U.S. Army,
where he helped Poles find homes outside
their occupied country. When the war ended,
he moved to England, where he inspected
Polish schools for the British government.

In 1951, he moved to Pennsylvania and
began teaching at Alliance College. Although
he moved to Cleveland soon after, he returned
to Pennsylvania in 1969 and became the chair
of the Slavic and Modern Languages depart-
ment and created an exchange program be-
tween Alliance College and Jagiellonian Uni-
versity in Krakow.

When he moved to Cleveland, he joined the
Public Library’s Foreign Language department,
rising in the ranks to direct all of the library’s
special collections. While he was in Cleveland,
he also earned a doctoral degree in library
sciences at Case Western Reserve University
and taught there as a professor. With his col-
laborative efforts, Case Western Reserve
started their ethnic collection. In 1974, he
moved to Berea, where he led Baldwin Wal-
lace College’s Ritter Library.

In addition to all of his achievements
throughout his long career, Mr. Maciuszko was
awarded many honors, including an Officers’
Cross of the Order of Merit from the Polish
President Lech Walesa; a Polish Heritage
Award from the Cleveland Society of Poles; an
Eagle Trophy from the American Nationalities
Movement; and a “Man of the Year” award
from the American Biographical Institute.

Mr. Maciuszko was also a prolific writer, and
wrote many pieces on Polish history, including
“The Polish Short Story in English: A Guide
and Critical Bibliography,” a monograph on
the Polish Institute of America as well as
chapters for various encyclopedias. He re-
cently finished a manuscript entitled “Poles
Apart: The Tragic Fate of Poles During World
War I1.”

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in remembering Mr. Jerzy J. Maciuszko,
whose passion for history and sharing knowl-
edge will live on for generations to come.

RECOGNIZING MR. REYNAULD WIL-
LIAMS ON THE OCCASION OF
TESTIFYING BEFORE THE NA-
TIONAL PRESS CLUB

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
appreciation of Mr. Reynauld Merrimon Wil-
liams, Jr.’s testimony given to the National
Press Club on April 4th, 2011, in support of
Historically Black Colleges and Universities,
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HBCU, and Predominately Black Institutions,
PBI.

Mr. Williams is a native of Ahoskie, North
Carolina, and a 2007 graduate of Hertford
County High School. While at Hertford County
High School Mr. Williams was deeply involved
in school activities and took great pride in high
academic achievement. Mr. Williams was a
Beta Club National Honor Society member,
captain of the varsity soccer team, member of
Earth Club, participant of teen court, and third
place finisher in the Regional North Carolina
Math Fair. Mr. Williams, an AP Honor Student,
completed his high school career at Hertford
County High School in the top eight percent of
his graduating class.

Mr. Williams currently attends Fayetteville
State University, a historically black university,
where he is a member of the National Honor
Society and maintains a perfect 4.0 grade
point average. Mr. Williams is pursuing a de-
gree in business and finance and has contin-
ued to excel as a student and an active mem-
ber of the university community. In Mr. Wil-
liams’ testimony to the National Press Club,
he supported his assertion that his success as
a student is directly linked to the unique and
nurturing environment that HBCUs provide Af-
rican American students. Mr. Williams con-
tended that these types of environments pro-
vided by HBCUs facilitate the educational and
professional development of African American
students across the country. Mr. Williams is
the consummate example of the positive ef-
fects that HBCUs have on the African Amer-
ican community, and reinforces the critical im-
portance of maintaining support for these insti-
tutions of higher education.

The courage displayed by Mr. Williams’ sup-
port for Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities deserves commendation. | ask that my
colleagues join me in congratulating Mr.
Reynauld Merrimon Williams for giving his tes-
timony, and in wishing him the best in his re-
maining academic career and future.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, un-
fortunately | was unable to cast my votes on
Tuesday, April 12, 2011, due to a scheduled
meeting in my District to discuss immigration
policies with constituents in Champaign Coun-
ty, lllinois. Had | been present to vote on H.R.
1308, S. 307, and Approving the Journal, |
would have voted as follows:

On rollcall No. 254 on H.R. 1308, to amend
the Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission
Act to extend the termination date for the
Commission, | would have voted “aye.”

On rollcall No. 255 on S. 307, to designate
the Federal building and United States court-
house located at 217 West King Street, Mar-
tinsburg, West Virginia, as the “W. Craig
Broadwater Federal Building and United
States Courthouse”, | would have voted “aye.”

On rollcall No. 256 on Approving the Jour-
nal, | would have voted “aye.”
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INTRODUCTION OF THE VOL-
UNTARY PROTECTION PROGRAM
ACT

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, today, Rep. GENE
GREEN and | are introducing the bipartisan
Voluntary Protection Program, VPP, Act to
make permanent one of the Federal Govern-
ment’'s most successful workplace health and
safety programs. The same legislation is being
introduced in the Senate by Sen. MICHAEL B.
ENzi, the ranking member of the Senate

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
(HELP) Committee, and Senator MARY
LANDRIEU.

This legislation would codify a successful
program, the Voluntary Protection Program,
operated by the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration, OSHA, that recognizes
and rewards employers who voluntarily work
to improve the health and safety of their work-
sites. The program is currently operating but
has never been authorized in law and was
proposed to be cut by the Obama administra-
tion’s fiscal year 2011 budget. While the ad-
ministration backed away from those cuts in
its fiscal year 2012 budget proposal, this legis-
lation would put the program on a more solid
foundation by specifically authorizing it in law.

Since the VPP was created in 1982, it has
grown to include more than 2,200 worksites
and more than 921,000 employees. A 2007
report noted that Federal VPP worksites saved
the government more than $59 million by
avoiding injuries and that private sector VPP
participants saved more than $300 million.
Participating workplaces have an illness and
injury rate that, on average, is 50 percent
below that of their industry.

Business owners in my district have re-
ported to me that the relationship between
OSHA and businesses has become more ad-
versarial over the past couple years. While
OSHA does have a responsibility to enforce
workplace safety laws, it has been my experi-
ence that most employers want to run safe
workplaces. The VPP program provides a
mechanism for OSHA to build a more con-
structive relationship with employers who have
demonstrated a willingness to invest in work-
place safety. This creates an incentive for
other employers to follow suit, improving safe-
ty and saving money on enforcement costs at
the same time.

| hope that our colleagues will join us in au-
thorizing this bipartisan and successful work-
place safety program.

————

IN HONOR OF SERGEANT TIMOTHY
LEAHY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Sergeant Timothy Leahy of the
Cleveland Police Department, and to celebrate
his long career and well-deserved retirement.

Sgt. Leahy served with the Cleveland Police
Department for 38 years, rising from the rank
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of Patrolman to Sergeant. He was appointed
to the force on January 16th, 1973, and has
since received many awards and honors for
his service. He was voted Legionnaire of the
Year by the American Legion 13th District
Council and he received the Distinguished
Service Award from the Greater Cleveland Po-
lice Emerald Society.

The oldest of seven, Sgt. Leahy was born
into a line of Cleveland Police Officers includ-
ing his father, a Lieutenant who served on the
force for 43 years, and his Uncle Robert, who
retired as a Captain after 37 years of service.

He has been married for 36 years to his
wife, Veronica, and has had three children and
seven grandchildren, to whom he is known as
“Papa.” To his friends and family, he is known
as an avid golfer and fisherman, and a de-
voted member of the community.

Sgt. Leahy served as a member of the
Cleveland Police Funeral Detail and Ceremo-
nial Unit for 18 years, and has received sev-
eral Letters of Appreciation for his role in hon-
oring those that have fallen in the line of duty.

He received the James P. Sweeney Found-
ers Award as Retired/Retireable Irish Police
Society Man of the Year, the Citizen Award
from the Greater Cleveland Safety Forces
Holy Name Society, and was awarded the
Raymond “RIP” and Mary Reilly Memorial Di-
rectors Emeritus Award by the United Irish So-
cieties for work with the St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade Committee.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Sgt. Timothy Leahy as he retires
from a long and honorable career of serving
the citizens of Cleveland as an enforcer of the
laws and protector of the people.

HONORING MARTIN CHASE
HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a hero from my district whose story
| recently became aware of—Martin Chase.

During the war in Vietnam, Martin was a ci-
vilian engineer that responded to his country’s
call to develop more conventional weapons.
Our soldiers frequently were pinned down with
no way out. To counter this situation, Martin
developed a grenade that detonated on im-
pact, giving U.S. troops a more effective
means of protecting themselves and fighting
the Viet Cong.

When Martin’s grenades were shipped to
our troops overseas, Martin traveled with them
to oversee the training and distribution of
these new weapons. Upon arrival, Martin
found himself in the middle of the Tet Offen-
sive, and for the next 3 weeks followed our
troops through some of the deadliest battles of
the war in Vietnam.

However, upon learning that his grenades
were distributed to thousands of soldiers to
use without training, Martin approached the
American commanders, alerting them the gre-
nades could result in countless deaths to
American troops. In fact, Martin pointed out
that if these new grenades were used without
training, there could be more deaths to U.S.
troops than enemy Viet Cong deaths. This he-
roic act of bravery prevented countless, un-
necessary deaths of our soldiers.
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| am proud to have Marty as a constituent
and have enjoyed getting to know him and his
story. Martin believed in the power of truth. By
confronting the war's needs for results, he
saved countless lives. | wish him all the best
and thank him for his service and courage
during the war in Vietnam.

——————

REINTRODUCTION OF THE SEXUAL
ASSAULT FORENSIC EVIDENCE
REGISTRY (SAFER) ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today, | am
proud to reintroduce important bipartisan legis-
lation, the Sexual Assault Forensic Evidence
Registry, SAFER, Act, with my colleagues,

Representatives  POE, = MORAN,  COSTA,
GRIJALVA, RICHARDSON, GWEN MOORE, BART-
LETT, DEUTCH, ADERHOLT, ROONEY, and

WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

| have been working on the issue of DNA
technology since 2001 when |, along with
former Representative Steve Horn, held a
hearing in the Government Reform Committee
where we heard from a courageous rape sur-
vivor, Debbie Smith. It was for Debbie, and
the thousands of rape survivors like her, that
| authored “The Debbie Smith Act” to provide
federal funding to process the unconscionable
backlog of DNA evidence. This legislation
passed as part of the Justice for All Act of
2004, authorizing the necessary funding to
start processing the backlog through the cre-
ation of the Debbie Smith DNA Backlog Grant
Program.

Since 2004, millions of dollars in funding
have been appropriated under the Debbie
Smith DNA Backlog Grant Program. Efforts to
eliminate the national backlog of rape evi-
dence samples that have not been tested for
DNA have been slowed or stymied by the lack
of solid data on the extent and nature of the
remaining backlog. While there is extensive
evidence that we are making progress towards
eliminating the backlog, policy makers lack a
reliable estimate of the number of kits awaiting
testing, or even how many kits remain at each
stage of the process (in police custody, at labs
awaiting processing, etc.).

This legislation addresses these issues to
reduce rape kit DNA backlogs nationwide by
allocating existing program funds for incen-
tives to local jurisdictions to audit rape kits
awaiting processing, the hiring and/or training
of staff to handle the backlog, and establishing
a national database of every individual rape kit
result. It also requires the Attorney General to
report on best practices for testing and using
DNA evidence in criminal investigations of
sexual assault.

As Congress considers legislation to amend
the Debbie Smith Act or make other changes
to DNA testing policy, it is crucial that we first
gather reliable, comprehensive backlog data.
DNA evidence does not forget and it cannot
be intimidated. By processing this evidence,
we can prevent rapists from attacking more in-
nocent victims and ensure that the survivors
and their families receive justice.
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RECOGNIZING WILLIAM WILSON,
RECIPIENT OF THE FRONTIERS
IN PHYSIOLOGY’S ONLINE
TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DE-
VELOPMENT PROGRAM FELLOW-
SHIP

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor William Wilson, recipient of
the Frontiers in Physiology’s Online Teacher
Professional Development Program Fellow-
ship.

When Mr. Wilson is not coaching high
school wrestling, he is inspiring his students in
the field of science as a teacher at Clover
Park High School in Lakewood, Washington.
His outstanding research proposal in the bio-
medical field earned him the Frontiers in
Physiology’s Online Teacher Professional De-
velopment Program Fellowship. Mr. Wilson will
be awarded educational grants to help him ad-
vance his research and make improvements
to Clover Park’s science department.

The Frontiers in Physiology program was
initiated in 1990 by 10 impassioned high
school science teachers embarking on a sum-
mer research grant in physiology. The 10-
month fellowship aims to integrate best prac-
tices in scientific research into middle schools
and high schools, incorporate technology and
internet-based resources to enhance learning,
and improve classroom labs with a better un-
derstanding of the scientific research process.
The program has been proven to enable
teachers to advance teaching techniques and
promote excellence in science education.

As a dedicated and inspiring teacher, Mr.
Wilson has proven to be an invaluable asset
to the Pierce County community. The re-
sources that Mr. Wilson will bring from the On-
line Teacher Professional Development Pro-
gram fellowship will undoubtedly allow him to
contribute more to Clover Park High School
and the greater science community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues in the
House of Representatives please join me in
congratulating Mr. William Wilson for receiving
the Frontiers in Physiology Online Teacher
Professional Development Fellowship and
honoring him as a model teacher.

——

IN HONOR OF ELAINE AND LARRY
MYERS UPON RECEIVING THE
2011 GRINDSTONE AWARD

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Elaine and Larry Myers for winning
the 2011 Grindstone Award which recognizes
their devotion to the Berea community. Both
Elaine and Larry will be honored at the 44th
annual Grindstone Award Dinner.

The list of benefits the Myers have be-
stowed upon the Berea community is long.
Larry established the Berea Athletic Hall of
Fame in 1981. Both Larry and his wife have
served on the Athletic Booster committee year
after year. Elaine has held numerous positions
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on organizations such as the Committee for
Good Schools, the Coe Lake Nature Trail
Committee, the Education Foundation Auction
Committee and she worked for the Suicide
Prevention Education Alliance, an extremely
noble cause.

Within the community, Larry and Elaine are
known as Mr. & Mrs. Pancake, since both co-
chair the Annual Kiwanis Pancake Festival
and the Committee for Good Schools Pancake
Breakfast.

As one member of the Berea community
has said, “Larry and Elaine Myers truly make
Berea a better city in which to live and give
truth to the line, a small city is like a big fam-
ily.”

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition on these two truly re-
markable individuals. Through their devotion
and love for their community both Elaine and
Larry have truly made their mark and im-
proved the Berea community.

—

RECOGNIZING JULIE MEIER
WRIGHT, PRESIDENT AND CEO
OF THE SAN DIEGO REGIONAL
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COR-
PORATION

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the distinguished tenure of Ms. Julie
Meier Wright on the occasion of her retirement
as President and CEO of the San Diego Re-
gional Economic Development Corporation
(EDC).

Prior to her work with the EDC, Ms. Wright
served as California’s first Secretary of Trade
and Commerce. Under her management, Ms.
Wright built a new Agency to expand the
state’s international role and presence, includ-
ing opening five new overseas offices.

Ms. Wright's service as President of the
EDC has been the capstone of a notable ca-
reer. For 13 years, she has served as an eco-
nomic booster, marketing the San Diego re-
gion as the world’s foremost job creation loca-
tion celebrating a highly-skilled workforce, in-
novation climate, and quality of life.

In her work, Ms. Wright championed the
Partnership for a New Economy, an initiative
which spurred the creation of High Tech High,
a school designed to prepare students for
technology and life sciences careers along
with the Rady School of Management at
UCSD, which educates global leaders for in-
novation.

As a strong advocate for the economy of
California, Ms. Wright has been a visionary
that has undoubtedly helped shape San Diego
to become a leader in so many industries.

Among her many commendations, Ms.
Wright has been named the nation’s Out-
standing Secretary of Commerce by the Bio-
technology Industry Organization and the Cali-
fornia Leader of the Year by Leadership Cali-
fornia. Her manifest of remarkable achieve-
ments includes receiving the Junior Achieve-
ment’s San Diego Hall of Fame Lifetime Lau-
reate Award, the San Diego Business Jour-
nal’s Women Who Mean Business Award, the
“Women of Distinction” award from Sorop-
timist International and she was named in
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“Women Who Move the City” by San Diego
Magazine.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
please join me in recognizing the tenure of
Ms. Julie Meier Wright as she retires as Presi-
dent of the San Diego Regional EDC.

———

TIME FOR AN AFGHANISTAN-
PAKISTAN STUDY GROUP

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
bring to the attention of my colleagues legisla-
tion | am introducing to create an Afghanistan-
Pakistan Study Group, APSG, modeled after
the Iraq Study Group, ISG, to bring “fresh
eyes” to the war effort in Afghanistan which is
now in its 10 year.

Last August, | began pressing the adminis-
tration to convene an Afghanistan-Pakistan
Study Group. | submit a copy of my initial let-
ter to the President.

In the letter, | outlined the genesis of the
Iraq Study Group, ISG—an idea which was
born in 2005 after my third visit to Iraq, during
which | witnessed firsthand the deteriorating
security situation. While reticent at first, to
their credit President Bush, Secretary of State
Rice and Defense Secretary Rumsfeld came
to support the ISG, ably led by bipartisan co-
chairs, former Secretary of State James Baker
and former Congressman Lee Hamilton.

It has been my hope that the Obama admin-
istration would come to view this bipartisan
“fresh eyes” approach as something which is
ultimately good for our men and women in uni-
form and good for the country as a whole.

Aside from the specific policy recommenda-
tions of the ISG, the formation of the group
and the issuance of the report helped force a
moment of truth in our national conversation
about the war effort.

It was apparent last summer, and it is truer
still today, that with roughly 100,000 U.S.
troops presently in Afghanistan, no clear end
in sight to our nation’s longest running war at
10 years and counting, and public support for
the war at an all-time low, a national con-
versation about Afghanistan is what is in fact
urgently needed.

Before proposing this idea to the Obama
administration | spoke with a number of knowl-
edgeable individuals including former senior
diplomats, public policy experts and retired
and active military. Many believed our Afghan-
istan policy was adrift, and there was near
unanimity that an Afghanistan-Pakistan Study
Group was needed. Among those distin-
guished individuals who embraced the idea
was former Ambassador to Iraq Ryan Crocker.
| also sought input from senior foreign policy
experts, among them former U.S. Ambassador
to Afghanistan Ronald Neumann, who now
serves as president of the American Academy
of Diplomacy, regarding the implications of
failure in Afghanistan. | submit for the record
Ambassador Neumann’s letter which lays out
in sobering detail all that is at stake in that
country.

| also submit for the record a letter | re-
ceived last year from a constituent who is the
mother of six children, all of whom are cur-
rently serving or have served in the U.S. mili-
tary. She wrote of being troubled by “how dis-
tant this war is for so many Americans” and
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she offered her wholehearted support for “the
formation of an Afghanistan-Pakistan Study
Group in the hope that it will turn the tide of
this war . . .” | shared this constituent cor-
respondence, too, with the administration last
September and again urged them to take ac-
tion.

The war has remained distant for many
Americans. It is rarely spoken of from the
presidential bully pulpit. In fact a recent Fox
News piece reported that “The last time
Obama specifically devoted a full public
speech to Afghanistan was December 9,
2009, 16 months ago, when he announced at
West Point that he was sending an additional
30,000 U.S. troops to that war-torn country.”

Further, the war is seldom covered in great
depth in the news. And yet for the husbands,
wives, mothers, fathers, sons, and daughters
who have sent off a loved one in uniform, the
war in Afghanistan is anything but distant. It is
uncertainty and sacrifice, it is separation and
worry, it is life and death.

Despite my several letters to the President
and other senior administration officials calling
for a “vigorous, thoughtful and principled de-
bate and discussion among some of our na-
tion’s greatest minds,” the idea for a study
group has languished.

And so today | am introducing legislation to
create an Afghanistan-Pakistan Study Group,
comprised of nationally known and respected
individuals who love their country more than
their political party, and who would, | believe,
serve to provide much-needed clarity to a pol-
icy that appears adrift at best and highly politi-
cized at worst.

In reading Obama’s Wars, | was deeply
troubled by Bob Woodward’s reporting which
indicated that discussions of the war strategy
were infused with political calculations. Wood-
ward also wrote of an administration that
“wrestled with the most basic questions about
the war . . . What is the mission? What are
we trying to do? What will work?”

These are questions that demand answers.

| believe that Americans of all political view-
points can embrace this “fresh eyes” ap-
proach—for it is always in our national interest
to openly assess the challenges before us and
to chart a clear course to success. | urge my
colleagues to join me in support of this legisla-
tion.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
August 4, 2010.
Hon. BARACK H. OBAMA,
The President, The White House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: On September 14,
2001, following the catastrophic and delib-
erate terrorist attack on our country, I
voted to go to war in Afghanistan. I stand by
that decision and have the utmost con-
fidence in General Petraeus’s proven leader-
ship. I also remain unequivocally committed
to the success of our mission there and to
the more than 100,000 American troops sacri-
ficing toward that end. In fact, it is this
commitment which has led me to write to
you. While I have been a consistent sup-
porter of the war effort in both Afghanistan
and Iraq, I believe that with this support
comes a responsibility. This was true during
a Republican administration in the midst of
the wars, and it remains true today.

In 2005, I returned from my third trip to
Iraq where I saw firsthand the deteriorating
security situation. I was deeply concerned
that Congress was failing to exercise the nec-
essary oversight of the war effort. Against
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this backdrop I authored the legislation that
created the Iraq Study Group (ISO). The ISG
was a 10-member bipartisan group of well-re-
spected, nationally known figures who were
brought together with the help of four rep-
utable organizations—the U.S. Institute for
Peace, the Center for the Study of the Presi-
dency, the Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies, and the Baker Institute for
Public Policy at Rice University—and
charged with undertaking a comprehensive
review of U.S. efforts there. This panel was
intended to serve as ‘‘fresh eyes on the tar-
get”’—the target being success in Iraq.

While reticent at first, to their credit
President Bush, State Secretary Rice and
Defense Secretary Rumsfeld came to support
the ISG, ably led by bipartisan co-chairs,
former Secretary of State James Baker and
former Congressman Lee Hamilton. Two
members of your national security team,
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates and CIA
Director Leon Panetta, saw the merit of the
ISO and, in fact, served on the panel. Vice
President Biden, too, then serving in the
Senate, was supportive and saw it as a means
to unite the Congress at a critical time. A
number of the ISG’s recommendations and
ideas were adopted. Retired General Jack
Keane, senior military adviser to the ISG,
was a lead proponent of ‘‘the surge,” and the
ISG referenced the possibility on page 73.
Aside from the specific policy recommenda-
tions of the panel, the ISG helped force a mo-
ment of truth in our national conversation
about the war effort.

I believe our nation is again facing such a
moment in the Afghanistan war effort, and
that a similar model is needed. In recent
days I have spoken with a number of knowl-
edgeable individuals including former senior
diplomats, public policy experts and retired
and active military. Many believe our Af-
ghanistan policy is adrift, and all agreed
that there is an urgent need for what I call
an Afghanistan-Pakistan Study Group
(APSG). We must examine our efforts in the
region holistically, given Pakistan’s stra-
tegic significance to our efforts in Afghani-
stan and the Taliban’s presence in that coun-
try as well, especially in the border areas.

This likely will not come as a surprise to
you as commander in chief. You are well ac-
quainted with the sobering statistics of the
past several weeks—notably that July sur-
passed June as the deadliest month for U.S.
troops. There is a palpable shift in the na-
tion’s mood and in the halls of Congress. A
July 2010 CBS news poll found that 62 per-
cent of Americans say the war is going badly
in Afghanistan, up from 49 percent in May.
Further, last week, 102 Democrats voted
against the war spending bill, which is 70
more than last year, and they were joined by
12 members of my own party. Senator Lind-
say Graham, speaking last Sunday on CNN’s
‘““‘State of the Union,” candidly expressed
concern about an ‘‘unholy alliance’ emerg-
ing of anti-war Democrats and Republicans.

I have heard it said that Vietnam was not
lost in Saigon; rather, it was lost in Wash-
ington. While the Vietnam and Afghanistan
parallels are imperfect at best, the shadow of
history looms large. Eroding political will
has consequences—and in the case of Afghan-
istan, the stakes could not be higher. A year
ago, speaking before the Veterans of Foreign
War National Convention, you rightly said,
“Those who attacked America on 9/11 are
plotting to do so again. If left unchecked, the
Taliban insurgency will mean an even larger
safe haven from which al Qaeda would plot
to kill more Americans. So this is not only
a war worth fighting . . . this is fundamental
to the defense of our people.” Indeed it is
fundamental. We must soberly consider the
implications of failure in Afghanistan. Those
that we know for certain are chilling—name-
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ly an emboldened al-Qaeda, a reconstituted
Taliban with an open staging ground for fu-
ture worldwide attacks, and a destabilized,
nuclear-armed Pakistan.

Given these realities and wavering public
and political support, I urge you to act im-
mediately, through executive order, to con-
vene an Afghanistan-Pakistan Study Group
modeled after the Iraq Study Group. The
participation of nationally known and re-
spected individuals is of paramount impor-
tance. Among the names that surfaced in my
discussions with others, all of whom more
than meet the criteria described above, are
ISG co-chairs Baker and Hamilton; former
Senators Chuck Robb, Bob Kerrey and Sam
Nunn; former Congressman Duncan Hunter;
former U.S. ambassador Ryan Crocker;
former Secretary of Defense James Schles-
inger, and General Keane. These names are
simply suggestions among a cadre of capable
men and women, as evidenced by the make-
up of the ISG, who would be more than up to
the task.

I firmly believe that an Afghanistan-Paki-
stan Study Group could reinvigorate na-
tional confidence in how America can be suc-
cessful and move toward a shared mission in
Afghanistan. This is a crucial task. On the
Sunday morning news shows this past week-
end, it was unsettling to hear conflicting
statements from within the leadership of the
administration that revealed a lack of clar-
ity about the end game in Afghanistan. How
much more so is this true for the rest of the
country? An APSG is necessary for precisely
that reason. We are nine years into our na-
tion’s longest running war and the American
people and their elected representatives do
not have a clear sense of what we are aiming
to achieve, why it is necessary and how far
we are from attaining that goal. Further, an
APSG could strengthen many of our NATO
allies in Afghanistan who are also facing
dwindling public support, as evidenced by
the recent Dutch troop withdrawal, and
would give them a tangible vision to which
to commit.

Just as was true at the time of the Iraqg
Study Group, I believe that Americans of all
political viewpoints, liberals and conserv-
atives alike, and varied opinions on the war
will embrace this ‘‘fresh eyes’ approach.
Like the previous administration’s support
of the Iraq Study Group, which involved tak-
ing the group’s members to Iraq and pro-
viding high-level access to policy and deci-
sion makers, I urge you to embrace an Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan Study Group. It is al-
ways in our national interest to openly as-
sess the challenges before us and to chart a
clear course to success.

As you know, the full Congress comes back
in session in mid-September—days after
Americans around the country will once
again pause and remember that horrific
morning nine years ago when passenger air-
lines became weapons, when the skyline of
one of America’s greatest cities was forever
changed, when a symbol of America’s mili-
tary might was left with a gaping hole. The
experts with whom I have spoken in recent
days believe that time is of the essence in
moving forward with a study panel, and
waiting for Congress to reconvene is too long
to wait. As such, I am hopeful you will use
an executive order and the power of the bully
pulpit to convene this group in short order,
and explain to the American people why it is
both necessary and timely. Should you
choose not to take this path, respectfully, I
intend to offer an amendment by whatever
vehicle necessary to mandate the group’s
creation at the earliest possible opportunity.

The ISG’s report opened with a letter from
the co-chairs that read, ‘“There is no magic
formula to solve the problems of Iraq. How-
ever, there are actions that can be taken to
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improve the situation and protect American
interests.” The same can be said of Afghani-
stan.

I understand that you are a great admirer
of Abraham Lincoln. He, too, governed dur-
ing a time of war, albeit a war that pitted
brother against brother, and father against
son. In the midst of that epic struggle, he re-
lied on a cabinet with strong, often times op-
posing viewpoints. Historians assert this
served to develop his thinking on complex
matters. Similarly, while total agreement
may not emerge from a study group for Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, I believe that vig-
orous, thoughtful and principled debate and
discussion among some of our nation’s great-
est minds on these matters will only serve
the national interest. The biblical admoni-
tion that iron sharpens iron rings true.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,
FRANK R. WOLF,
Member of Congress.

P.S. We as a nation must be successful in
Afghanistan. We owe this to our men and
women in the military serving in harm’s way
and to the American people.

THE AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF DIPLOMACY,
Washington, DC, September 27, 2010.
Hon. FRANK WOLF,
Cannon House Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE WOLF, I am respond-
ing to your letter of September 16 requesting
my personal views on the consequences
should our mission in Afghanistan fail. I be-
lieve the answer must examine both the like-
ly results in Afghanistan and Central Asia
on the one hand, as well as the risks to di-
rect American security through terrorism on
the other.

Should we withdraw our forces before the
Afghan army is ready to assume the internal
defense of Afghanistan—an issue of force
quality and support services, not just num-
bers—I believe there is every reason to as-
sume a civil war will occur in Afghanistan.
The Tajiks, Uzbeks, Hazaras, and even some
of the Pushtun population, having experi-
enced Taliban rule once will not submit
again. However, lacking an adequate army
with which to resist they will fall back on
armed militias as they have in the past. This
will have several consequences..

Such militia bodies inevitably empower
warlords who seek power on their own. They
will, at times, collude against each other.
Similar infighting led to the initial accept-
ance of the Taliban by many Afghans in
their desperate search for peace at any price.

The civil war will draw in outside powers
to further or defend their own interests. At a
minimum, the Russians will support forces
in order to build a buffer between Afghani-
stan and the Central Asian states that Rus-
sia sees as its zone of influence. Iran will re-
enter the fray, as it did before, to protect
Shia co-religionists and to extend its power.
Pakistan will be a major player, quite pos-
sibly reverting to the effort to back a
Taliban victory as Pakistan did in the past.
The Indians will be drawn in to counter the
Pakistanis since India fears the growth of
terrorist movements that have found sanc-
tuary in Afghanistan in the past. The in-
volvement of both India and Pakistan in a
contest that each views as a zero sum game
presents additional dangers of conflict be-
tween the two nuclear armed states (al-
though I would put this risk as low).

It has been argued that the Taliban and al-
Qaida have different goals and, therefore,
that a return of the Taliban to Afghanistan
would not bring back al-Qaida. The first is
true but immaterial. The second conclusion
is false. The tactical alliance between the
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two movements is strong and has been inten-
sified during the insurgency. This is particu-
larly true of the areas of Haqgqani’s influence
where we see a steady growth in the presence
of foreign fighters as I learned in my visit to
Afghanistan in May of this year. In the con-
text of the likely civil war the Taliban will
have every incentive to maintain their alli-
ance with al-Qaida since the latter bring
with them resources, recruits and fanati-
cism. Indeed, before our entry into Afghani-
stan, al-Qaida often constituted the shock
troops of the Taliban. There is every reason
to believe they will return to this role in
their alliance.

It is important to consider the likely con-
sequences within Pakistan of a US defeat
and a civil war involving the Taliban. It is
not simply that Pakistan has a previous
stake in a Taliban victory. The Pakistani
army has shown itself deeply fearful of In-
dian influence with the largely Tajik North-
ern Alliance. The combination of fear and
history is very likely to lead the Pakistanis
to support the Taliban, notwithstanding
whatever pressures we might bring to bear
against this. Under these circumstances it is
entirely possible that Pakistan will slow
down or back off from its active military
campaign against extremists within Paki-
stan. This was the pattern of the past. Paki-
stan tried repeatedly to put together short
term alliances with domestic extremists to
keep peace inside Pakistan while concur-
rently supporting or tolerating their activi-
ties in Afghanistan. The history of these alli-
ances is that each one failed, extremism
spread out of the tribal areas and into the
Punjab and the major Pakistani cities where
it now threatens the Pakistani state. This
scenario is not guaranteed but it is certainly
possible and, indeed, it is difficult to see how
Pakistan could refuse to support the Taliban
in Afghanistan or do so without compro-
mising with the Taliban’s backers in Paki-
stan. Of course, such actions would render
the current US-Pakistani relationship dif-
ficult to sustain.

Renewed insurgencies in Central Asia are
also possible. In the period of Taliban rule
extreme Islamist movements gained support
in Afghanistan for insurgencies in
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. The Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan still exists. Within
the last week, Tajik insurgents have mount-
ed an attack that appears to have come from
an unsecured area in Afghanistan. Insta-
bility in Central Asia will have unpredict-
able consequences for everything from polit-
ical reform to gas pipelines.

In short, the future of civil war in Afghani-
stan, involvement of outside powers, in-
creased extremism in Pakistan, and unrest
in Central Asia could continue for years. The
civil war in Lebanon involved fewer outside
players, a smaller country and population,
and less difficult terrain—and it lasted 15
years. The consequences in Afghanistan
could easily challenge that record.

A second set of challenges involves our di-
rect struggle with Islamist extremist ter-
rorism directed against US and American in-
terests. The goal of these self proclaimed
jihadist movements is the reshaping of the
Islamic world. Everywhere they look they
think they see us in their way; our military
presence in the region, support of Israel, ties
with moderate Arab and Muslim govern-
ments, and even our very culture are seen by
them as a threat. So their war with us will
go on even if we retreat from Afghanistan.

The difference will be that the extremists
will have gained their largest propaganda
victory since the fall of the Soviet Union.
They will trumpet the defeat of the second
superpower to fall to their arms. They will
use this to rally support and adherents and
to discredit those Muslims who oppose them
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in the name of religion, moderation and mo-
dernity.

One cannot predict the results with speci-
ficity. Nevertheless, I think it would be ex-
tremely naive to believe that we can unilat-
erally cease fighting, those who are waging a
continuing, violent war of terrorism against
us and not pay a heightened price in attacks
against us in the future. It is important to
remember that on jihadist web sites the inci-
dent we refer to as the terrorist attack of 9/
11 is referred to as ‘‘the raid on New York,”
a chilling reminder of how they see that inci-
dent as part of a continuing war.

In sum, sir, should we be defeated in Af-
ghanistan I foresee a substantial period of
civil war, regional instability and enhanced
risk to American lives and interests. All the
dominoes did not fall in Vietnam, a war I
fought as a soldier. It is possible that not all
the disasters I foresee in Afghanistan will
come to pass. Yet even a portion of them
would be a considerable calamity for the re-
gion and our interests. That is why I believe
we must persevere in Afghanistan. Thank
you for giving me this opportunity to ex-
press my views.

Sincerely,
RONALD E. NEUMANN,
Former US Ambassador to Afghanistan.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN WOLF: I have read your
proposal for the formation of an Afghani-
stan/Pakistan Study Group with deep per-
sonal interest and approbation. I applaud its
respectful, well-reasoned, bipartisan ap-
proach to rethinking the war in Afghanistan.
The following are my personal thoughts re-
garding this war. Please accept them as the
insights of an average American mother.

It has been troubling to me how distant
this war is for so many Americans. Many are
only vaguely aware of the events taking
place, other than perhaps the recent increase
in the number of casualties. Even gathering
information of what is daily happening in Af-
ghanistan hasn’t been easy. I comb the inter-
net daily searching many different online
news sources in an attempt to be informed.
Our country is at war and yet so often the
top news items contain nothing regarding it.
Often it is the local papers in towns with sol-
diers, sailors and marines serving in Afghan-
istan that contain the most news. Other
times it is the news stations with an embed-
ded reporter who will have a flurry of arti-
cles while the reporter is there but then
nothing once they return.

The War on Terror is not just impersonal
news but it is a war that strikes very close
to home. My father has a dear friend whose
son-in-law died in the Twin Towers. I have a
friend who lost a son in Iraq during the bat-
tle for Fallujah. A student of mine lost her
fiancee in the war. My children and son-in-
law have served in both Iraq and Afghanistan
and have buddies injured or killed in action.

One of my daughters is currently serving
in Afghanistan in a Combat Support Hos-
pital. She arrived in time to experience first
hand the peak number of casualties in June
and July. In a recent news interview her
Commanding Officer said they are seeing an
almost constant stream of casualties; some-
thing that none of them were prepared for,
but will remember the horrors of the rest of
their lives.

It has sometimes appeared that the efforts
in Afghanistan have trudged along, with suc-
cess measured in part by the areas in which
we have gained some measure of control
versus the price paid in human lives both ci-
vilian and military. The casualties suffered
aren’t just numbers to me; each name, each
face, represents a family who is paying the
ultimate price, the loss of a son or daughter,
brother or sister, father or mother; a family
that will never be the same. Therefore, I
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wholeheartedly support the formation of an
Afghanistan/Pakistan Study Group in the
hope that it will help to turn the tide of this
war and lessen the number of casualties as
well.

I, too, have a deep respect and confidence
in Gen. Petraus and would not want my com-
ments to be construed as being critical of the
leadership of our military. I have no formal
training in political science or history so
please accept these comments as simply the
perspective of an American mother with
children glad to serve our country.

God bless you and give you wisdom as you
serve in the leadership of our country.

Sincerely,
* % %

PS It meant so much to see my sons re-
ceive a standing ovation when introduced
during last weeks luncheon. It is these very
Lance Corporals, Corporals and Sergeants
who are almost daily listed among the cas-
ualties. My son, * * * remarked that listen-
ing to your speech ‘‘restored his faith in the
republic”’. Thank you again for recognizing
their service.

——————

HONORING THE LAJKONIK SONG
AND DANCE ENSEMBLE

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
thousands of Polish-American constituents re-
siding in the 5th District of lllinois, | rise today
in recognition of the 20th Anniversary of the
Lajkonik Song and Dance Ensemble. For 20
successful years, the Lajkonik Song and
Dance Ensemble has promoted Polish folk
culture and history to constituents of Polish
and non-Polish decent alike.

Founded in 1991—under patronage of the
Polish National Alliance Group 3241, and be-
longing to the Holy Trinity Polish Mission—
Lajkonik has had the opportunity to flourish to
an influential organization and cultural asset to
the City of Chicago.

The Lajkonik Ensemble has performed in
various locations in Chicago; some include the
Chicago Cultural Center, Taste of Chicago,
Daley Plaza, Chicago Public Libraries and Mil-
lennium Park, among others. Additionally,
Lajkonik has traveled the Midwest and also
represented the Chicago Polish Community at
the International Folk Dance Festival in
Rzeszoéw, Poland on four occasions.

Though the event focuses on Polish tradi-
tions, Lajkonik also reaches out to the Amer-
ican population to promote and encourage all
people to learn about Polish culture, to sup-
port and appreciate it. The performances con-
sist of different Polish regional folk songs,
dances and colorful authentic Polish cos-
tumes.

Sunday, May 29th, 2011 marks the 20th An-
niversary of the Lajkonik Song and Dance En-
semble. All the community support and time
volunteered by numerous individuals have
made two decades possible and hopefully
many more anniversaries to come. The 20th
Anniversary celebration will be held at the Co-
pernicus Cultural and Civic Center consisting
of hundreds of children performing in a Gala
Concert displaying regional costumes, folk
dances, songs, and other performances.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize this
exciting day on behalf of my 110,000 Polish
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American constituents. | congratulate all those
who contributed their time and passion of pre-
serving the Polish culture toward another suc-
cessful celebration.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent for votes in the House
Chamber yesterday. | would like the record to
show that, had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on rollcall votes 254 and 255 and
“no” on rollcall vote 256.

———

RECOGNIZING KEITH LEWINGER
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE
FALLBROOK PUBLIC UTILITIES
DISTRICT

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the honorable public service of Keith
Lewinger as he retires as General Manager of
the Fallbrook Public Utilities District (PUD) of
California.

After graduating from the University of Cor-
nell in the early 70’s, Mr. Lewinger worked for
the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts,
the Irvine Ranch Water District, and the Otay
Water District. Mr. Lewinger proceeded as
General Manager for ten years at Otay which
is one of the largest water districts in San
Diego County.

In 1999 Mr. Lewinger joined the team at the
Fallbrook PUD which contains approximately
8,000 water and 4,000 sewer connections.
After 12 years of committed leadership, Mr.
Lewinger has established a solid foundation
for the Fallbrook PUD and has been instru-
mental in the area’s resource management ef-
forts.

Previously a member of the Governor's Re-
cycled Water Task Force, Mr. Lewinger also
represents the San Diego County Water Au-
thority on the Metropolitan Water District
Board of Southern California. Additionally, he
serves on the Association of California Water
Agencies (ACWA’s) Board of Directors as
Vice-Chair of Region 10, has been Chairman
of ACWA’s Water Reclamation and Reuse
Committee, a member of the California and
National Boards of Directors of the
WateReuse Association including President of
the California Section of the WateReuse Asso-
ciation, and a member of the American Water
Works Association’s (AWWA'’s) Water Reuse
Committee.

It is an honor to recognize Mr. Lewinger on
the occasion of his retirement after nearly
three decades of contributions to the re-
sources community. Mr. Speaker, | ask you to
please join me in recognizing Mr. Keith
Lewinger’s dedicated service to the Fallbrook
Public Utilities District and the state of
California.

April 13, 2011

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR
STRENGTHENING SAFETY
STANDARDS FOR OFFSHORE
BLOWOUT PREVENTERS AND
EMERGENCY SHUTOFF EQUIP-
MENT

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker. | rise today to
once again to introduce the Offshore Drilling
Safety Improvement Act.

As we rapidly approach the one-year anni-
versary of the catastrophic Deepwater Horizon
oil spill, which killed 11 workers and dumped
hundreds of millions of gallons of ail into the
Gulf of Mexico, we must confront the fact that
Congress still has yet to pass comprehensive
safety reform for offshore oil drilling. A year
after toxic sludge drenched the Gulf beaches,
communities are still suffering from economic
ramifications of the loss of tourism and fishing.

Last year, after numerous congressional
hearings and months of hard work, the House
passed the Consolidated Land, Energy, and
Aquatic, CLEAR, Act, a comprehensive ap-
proach to make sure American jobs and
coastlines are protected. Among other bene-
ficial improvements, the CLEAR Act included
important provisions requiring better tech-
nology on blowout preventers and other com-
monsense safety reforms. Unfortunately, the
bill did not make it through the Senate, and
over the last few months the House has yet to
pass similar legislation.

That is why | am once again, with bipartisan
support, introducing the Offshore Drilling Safe-
ty Improvement Act. This act strengthens the
standards for safety equipment on offshore oil
rigs by requiring the use of the best available
technology for blowout preventers and emer-
gency shutoff equipment. It will also require
the Administration to consider independent
and reputable science and expertise when de-
termining appropriate equipment. It is one vital
piece of the larger, comprehensive effort to
create a regulatory system that protects Amer-
ican jobs, coasts, and communities.

We may never know for sure what exactly
caused the disastrous leak but we do know
that we must work together to protect our
shores and local economies from future spills.
Other countries around the world require more
comprehensive emergency safety equipment.
It is time that, in the places we decide to drill,
we are using the best safety equipment avail-
able.

———

A MODEL OF FEDERAL/STATE CO-
OPERATION ON BEHALF OF THE
PEOPLE

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
one of the most troubling inconsistencies in
our political dialogue is the one in which many
conservatives argue on some issues that the
Federal Government must be respectful of
states’ rights and not intrude on the preroga-
tives of the States, but, on the other hand,
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when any significant group of businesses is
offended by regulatory actions at the State
level, that one national federal standard is
necessary.

This has been particularly the case in the
area of financial regulation. In 2004, under
President Bush, the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency—a holdover from the Clinton administra-
tion to make this somewhat bipartisan—pre-
empted all state laws regulating the activities
of national banks. This cancellation of a vari-
ety of State consumer protection laws contrib-
uted to our national crisis, because many of
the States would have prohibited the kind of ir-
responsible loans to people who could not af-
ford them, which contributed to our financial
crisis. In the Financial Reform bill last year, we
restored the status quo that existed before
2004, in which the Federal Government had
the power to prevent inconsistent and exces-
sively intrusive regulation, but did not seek to
prevent the States from taking steps to protect
their citizens from abuses.

In fact, sensible public policy recognizes a
role for both the Federal Government and the
States in this area, and | am very pleased—
but not surprised—that Elizabeth Warren, on
behalf of the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau, created a financial format, and the
Presidential Initiative Working Group of that
National Association of Attorneys General re-
cently announced an agreement on principles
to govern their joint activities in this area.

Mr. Speaker, as this agreement shows, con-
sumer protection is an area where Federal
and State policies can and should be coordi-
nated to the benefit of our citizens, and the
conflict that some have tried to foment be-
tween Federal and State activities in this area
is based not on any commitment to fed-
eralism, but rather on a desire to hinder effec-
tive financial regulation in the service of those
businesses that would prefer to work
unhindered by any such rules.

Elizabeth Warren, Assistant to the President
and Special Advisor to the Secretary of the
Treasury on the CFPB, and North Carolina At-
torney General Roy Cooper, who is President
of the NAAG, in announcing this important
agreement, make this point clear.

Mr. Speaker, the need for there to be Fed-
eral/State cooperation in consumer protec-
tion—and the fact that this can be done in the
context of a healthy and vigorous financial
system, and in the true spirit of American fed-
eralism—is not only important in itself; it pro-
vides a model for how we can work together
in appropriate regulation in other areas and |
ask that the statement announcing this agree-
ment from the U.S. Treasury Department Of-
fice of Public Affairs be printed here.

U.S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF

PUBLIC AFFAIRS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 11, 2011
CONTACT: CFPB Public Affairs, (202) 435-
7454
CONSUMER FINANCIAL, PROTECTION BUREAU AND

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ATTORNEYS GEN-

ERAL PRESIDENTIAL INITIATIVE WORKING

GROUP RELEASE JOINT STATEMENT OF PRIN-

CIPLES
Consumer Bureau, State Attorneys General

Partnership Will Help Better Protect Amer-
ican Consumers of Financial Products and
Services from Unlawful Acts and Practices

WASHINGTON—The Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau (CFPB) and the Presi-
dential Initiative Working Group of the Na-
tional Association of Attorneys General
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(NAAG) today announced agreement on a
Joint Statement of Principles, the first step
in forging a new partnership between federal
and state officials to protect consumers of fi-
nancial products and services.

Elizabeth Warren, Assistant to the Presi-
dent and Special Advisor to the Secretary of
the Treasury on the CFPB, highlighted the
agreement in her remarks at the NAAG
Presidential Initiative Summit today in
Charlotte, NC.

“I anticipate that our cooperation will
have a profound effect on the consumer fi-
nancial markets,” Warren told state attor-
neys general and others gathered at the sum-
mit, according to her prepared remarks. ‘“To-
gether, we can pose a greater deterrent to
unscrupulous financial services providers.
We can protect more consumers, and we can
ensure that more institutions follow the
rules.”

‘““‘People are hurt every day by unfair finan-
cial products,” said North Carolina Attorney
General Roy Cooper, who serves as President
of the NAAG. ‘“This agreement will put more
cops on the beat to protect consumers and
businesses that are doing the right thing.”’

The Joint Statement of Principles was de-
veloped to advance three goals shared by the
CFPB and state attorneys general to ensure
protections for consumers of financial prod-
ucts and services: protect consumers of fi-
nancial products or services from unlawful
acts or practices; provide clear rules that im-
prove the marketplace for consumers and re-
move unfair competition for the benefit of
law-abiding businesses; and find ways to pro-
mote understanding and address concerns
raised by consumers about financial products
or services as efficiently and effectively as
possible.

In the Joint Statement, the parties agree
to:

Develop joint training programs and share
information about developments in federal
consumer financial law and state consumer
protection laws that apply to consumer fi-
nancial products or services;

Share information, data, and analysis
about conduct and practices in the markets
for consumer financial products or services
to inform enforcement policies and prior-
ities;

Engage in regular consultation to identify
mutual enforcement priorities that will en-
sure effective and consistent enforcement of
the laws that protect consumers of financial
products or services;

Support each other, to the fullest extent
permitted by law as warranted by the cir-
cumstances, in the enforcement of the laws
that protect consumers of financial products
or services, including by joint or coordinated
investigations of wrongdoing and coordi-
nated enforcement actions;

Pursue legal remedies to foster trans-
parency, competition, and fairness in the
markets for consumer financial products or
services across state lines and without re-
gard to corporate forms or charter choice for
those providers who compete directly with
one another in the same markets;

Develop a consistent and enduring frame-
work to share information and to coordinate
enforcement activities to the extent prac-
ticable and consistent with governing law;

Share, refer, and route complaints and con-
sumer complaint information between the
CFPB and the state attorneys general;

Analyze and leverage the input they re-
ceive from consumers and the public in order
to advance their mutual goal of protecting
consumers of financial products or services;
and

Create and support technologies to enable
data sharing and procedures that will sup-
port complaint cooperation.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF
SERGEANT PETER HART

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay special tribute to the life and legacy of
Sergeant Peter Hart, a soldier and New York
City Police Officer, who served in the Amer-
ican Civil War.

Sergeant Hard will be remembered for val-
iantly leaving New York to join in the defense
of Fort Sumter in January 1861. Major Robert
Anderson, Commander of Fort Sumter, had
served with him in the Mexican American War.
As tensions between the North and South in-
creased, Major Anderson’s wife requested
Sergeant Hart join the defense of Fort Sumter.
Early in the morning of April 12, 1861 the first
shots of the American Civil War rang out. By
afternoon the shelling had knocked the Amer-
ican flag from the flagstaff flying over the fort.
Sergeant Hart proudly retrieved the fallen flag,
climbed up the flagstaff and successfully re-
attached it. His refusal to allow the flag to lie
torn and tattered serves as a symbol of the
unwavering spirit of all Americans who defend
our Nation in the Civil War.

| offer my recognition of Sergeant Peter Hart
on the 150th anniversary of the start of the
American Civil War. Sergeant Hart’'s courage
not only inspired the brave men at Fort Sum-
ter. His patriotic spirit and devotion to our Na-
tion continues to inspire Americans today.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, be-
cause of business in my District yesterday my
return to Washington, D.C. was delayed and
therefore | was unable to be on the House
Floor for rolicall votes 254, 255 and 256.

Had | been present | would have voted:
“yea” on rollcall vote No. 254; “yea” on rollcall
vote No. 255; and “yea” on rollcall vote No.
256.

———
CONGRATULATIONS, CONGRESS-
WOMAN DEBBIE WASSERMAN

SCHULTZ, ON YOUR NOMINATION
AS CHAIRWOMAN OF THE DEMO-
CRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored to rise today to congratulate my
friend, colleague, housemate and homegirl—
Congresswoman DEBBIE WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ.

Last week, she was nominated by President
Barack Obama as the first female Floridian to
serve as the Chair of the Democratic National
Committee, a highly coveted honor. For al-
most two decades she has done nothing short
of inspire, lead, and succeed.
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When | served in the Florida state legisla-
ture with her, | recognized Congresswoman
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ's leadership abilities
early—you couldn’t help but notice. Through
the years, she has proven time and again that
she has the ability to bridge gender, racial, re-
ligious, and party boundaries; and she has
proven that she will do whatever it takes to get
the job done.

We are all aware of her work on behalf of
cancer survivors, her commitment to our men
and women in uniform, and her passion for
the poor. Her time on the House Appropria-
tions Committee has demonstrated her zeal in
advocating for these constituencies while at
the same time promoting fiscal responsibility.
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My praise for the Congresswoman is not
just because she is a Democrat; however, nor
is it just because of the honor which was re-
cently bestowed upon her. | praise her equally
for the obstacles she has overcome and the
passion she displays every day here, in the
halls of Congress. She represents what is best
in America, and why the American political
system is not broken.

She is a dedicated public servant who has
represented the 20th Congressional District of
Florida for more than six years, and | know
that she will continue to represent all Ameri-
cans in the manner they deserve well into the
future.

April 13, 2011

| am honored to serve beside the new Chair
of the Democratic National Committee as a
fellow colleague. Florida is fortunate to have a
native daughter to serve this Nation in such an
admirable and elevated position. She stands
as a textbook example for all elected officials
and is a role model for the United States Con-
gress. Thanks to the support of her wonderful
husband, Steve and their three children, Con-
gresswoman WASSERMAN SCHULTZ moves on-
ward and upward for us all.

| wish her the best as we continue to fight
for the people of Florida, for our country, and
for the Democratic party.

Congratulations!
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
April 14, 2011 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
MAY 4
10:30 a.m.
Appropriations

Department of Defense Subcommittee
To receive a closed briefing on Intel.
SvVC-217
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MAY 11

10 a.m.
Appropriations
Department of Defense Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2012 for
the Guard and Reserve.
SD-192
10:15 a.m.
Judiciary
Antitrust, Competition Policy and Con-
sumer Rights Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the AT&T/
T-Mobile merger.
SD-226

MAY 12

10:30 a.m.
Appropriations
Department of Defense Subcommittee
To receive a closed briefing on the
United States Special Operations Com-
mand (SOCOM), and the United States
European Command (EUCOM).
SVC-217

MAY 17

10:30 a.m.
Appropriations

Department of Defense Subcommittee
To receive a closed briefing the United
States Northern Command
(NORTHCOM) and the United States

Southern Command (SOUTHCOM).
SVC-217
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MAY 25

10:30 a.m.
Appropriations
Department of Defense Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2012 for
the Missile Defense Agency.
SD-192

MAY 26

10:30 a.m.
Appropriations
Department of Defense Subcommittee
To receive a closed briefing on the
United States Central Command
(CENTCOM) and United States African
Command (AFRICOM).
SvCe-217

JUNE 15

10:30 a.m.
Appropriations
Department of Defense Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
SD-192
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