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RECOGNIZING MAY AS NATIONAL
CANCER RESEARCH MONTH

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2011

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support for May as National Cancer
Research Month. Cancer research is a vital
part of our Nation’s biomedical research enter-
prise, and this research both improves the
quality of life of our Nation’s citizens and gen-
erates new economic investment. Cancer re-
search is vital to the community | serve in
western New York, home to our country’s first
comprehensive cancer center, Roswell Park
Cancer Institute.

The classic view of innovation is that gov-
ernment funds basic science while industry
comes up with new and innovative products
based on that science. To make this model
work best, it requires a sustained commitment
to cancer research at the National Institutes of
Health and National Cancer Institute. When
federal cancer research funding is cut or not
sustained over the long term, we lose prom-
ising cancer research and talented cancer re-
searchers. After doubling funding between the
years 1998 and 2003, research funding has
flat-lined, and it has decreased substantially if
you take into account medical inflation.

By and large, our country’s investment in in-
novation in biomedical research has worked
well. Over the past 40 years, 153 new FDA
approved drugs and vaccines have been dis-
covered through research carried out at public
institutions with federal funds. In the last 20
years alone, one out of every five important
medical advances approved by the Food and
Drug Administration was invented in a feder-
ally funded laboratory. Those inventions,
which included 40 new drugs for cancer, are
currently generating more than $100 billion a
year in sales for drug and biotechnology firms.

The only failure in research is when you quit
or are forced to quit due to lack of funding.
National Cancer Research Month provides us
a reminder of those risks, and also the im-
mense reward that arrives when promising re-
search alleviates the suffering of cancer pa-
tients.

———————

A CALL FOR TRANSPARENCY IN
THE DEFENSE BUDGET

HON. JACK KINGSTON

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 26, 2011

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following for the RECORD.
[From Forbes Magazine, Mar. 28, 2011]
WHAT’S THE REAL DEFENSE BUDGET?
(By Mallory Factor)

The new Congress won the election by
promising to cut spending, and

unsurprisingly the defense budget is on the
table for the first time in more than a dec-
ade.

Secretary of Defense Robert Gates recently
announced $78 billion in defense spending
cuts over the next five years, including re-
ductions in troop levels for the Army and
Marine Corps. These types of cuts suggest
that the military is working to become lean-
er and more efficient. Still, many Americans
and congressmen are calling for deeper cuts.

Not counting the cost of the wars in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, the Defense budget is ex-
pected to be $5653 billion in 2012, up from $549
billion in 2011. That outlay currently rep-
resents 19% of the entire federal budget and
over 50% of U.S. discretionary spending; cut-
ting it would go a long way toward reining in
government spending. But before further
slicing the military budget, Congress must
reconsider the military’s mission and what
activities it should undertake.

The purpose of a large standing army is to
provide for our national defense. In essence,
the defense budget is an insurance policy
that protects the U.S. against threats from
other nations and groups. But in recent
years a growing percentage of that budget
has been spent on activities that don’t in-
volve traditional national defense. These in-
clude nation-building, policing foreign na-
tions, humanitarian missions and ferrying
executive- and legislative-branch leaders and
their attendants around the globe. While
these activities may be tangentially related
to our standing in the world, they do not en-
hance our war-fighting capabilities; rather
they relate more to the success of our for-
eign policy than to our national defense.

This increase in nondefense missions has
been accompanied by a dramatic shift from
war-fighting to nation-building. The official
White House website now describes the func-
tion of the Department of Defense as to
“protect national interests through war-
fighting, providing humanitarian aid and
performing peacekeeping and disaster relief
services.” Is war-fighting just one among the
many functions we want our military to per-
form?

Rightly or wrongly, we give our military
these various assignments because we don’t
want to pay someone else to do them, and
other government entities currently can’t.
Yet just because our military can do these
jobs doesn’t mean that it should. Indeed,
these assignments shift focus away from the
military’s core missions: keeping America
safe and winning wars.

Right now it is difficult for Congress to de-
termine how much money is spent on pro-
tecting the U.S. The ‘“‘military’’ budget gives
an exaggerated impression of the cost of our
national defense. When Congress adds bur-
dens to the military, direct costs like fuel,
food and relief supplies may be calculated
and expressed in the budget.

But these items are just a small part of
these missions, and the larger costs get bur-
ied. These hidden costs include recruiting
and training extra troops, purchasing and
servicing additional equipment, additional
layers of bureaucracy, and maintaining and
enlarging bases, none of which are separated
out in the budget as relating to nondefense
missions.

The military’s nondefense activities may
or may not be warranted, but their total
costs must be transparent. If Congress does

not consider these costs separately, tradi-
tional defense missions and essential equip-
ment upgrades will be crowded out.

America is a compassionate nation and
would surely engage in humanitarian activi-
ties even if their true costs were known. But
why charge these costs to the defense budget
and then hide them? Only by demanding that
the military budget be limited to legitimate
defense activities can Americans know how
many dollars we are actually devoting to our
national security.

Some military leaders have privately esti-
mated that if these nondefense-related ac-
tivities were eliminated or given a separate
budget, defense spending could be substan-
tially reduced and at the same time the mili-
tary’s war-fighting capabilities increased.
Given this uncertainty, before any addi-
tional cuts are made to military spending,
Congress must demand transparency with re-
spect to the different roles of our military.

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT COLO-
NEL GLENN SANDERS ON THE
OCCASION OF HIS FAREWELL
FROM THE HOUSE DIVISION OF
THE ARMY OFFICE OF LEGISLA-
TIVE LIAISON

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2011

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the honorable public service of Lieuten-
ant Colonel Glenn Sanders as he leaves his
post at the House Division of the Army Office
of Legislative Liaison.

Lieutenant Colonel Sanders was commis-
sioned as a Field Artillery Officer in the United
States Army in 1990 at California State Uni-
versity, San Bernardino.

His first assignment was as a platoon leader
in a Lance Missile Battery in Germany. His
platoon performed one of the last Lance train-
ing missions in Europe prior to the nuclear
missile system being decommissioned as part
of nuclear weapons reductions agreements.

LtCol Sanders then served with the First
Cavalry Division at Fort Hood, Texas. After re-
assignment to the Second Armored Cavalry
Regiment in Fort Polk, Louisiana, he deployed
to Haiti in support of Operation Uphold De-
mocracy. His unit helped lay the groundwork
for a return to democracy by ensuring security
during several key elections.

Among his many duties, LtCol Sanders has
also served as a Battalion Training Officer in
the 420th Movement Control Battalion, an As-
sistant Professor of Military Science at North
Dakota State University, and the Chief of the
Mobilization Division at the Army’s Training
and Doctrine Command.

In 2009, LtCol Sanders served as a Con-
gressional Fellow with the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform. During
this time | had the pleasure of working with
him as he played a pivotal role in supporting
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the Committee staff on a broad range of na-
tional security related issues. Following his fel-
lowship, LtCol Sanders has served as the Ex-
ecutive Officer in the Army House Liaison Divi-
sion since January 2010.

LtCol Sanders holds a BA in Political
Science from the University of California, Riv-
erside, and a Masters in Public Administration
from the California  State  University,
Northridge. He is currently enrolled in the
United States Army War College. LtCol Sand-
ers and his wife Kari have been married for
over twenty years with two daughters, Kira
and Kelli.

It is an honor to recognize LtCol Sanders on
the occasion of his farewell from the House
Division of the Army Office of Legislative Liai-
son and his years spent in public service. Mr.
Speaker, | ask you to please join me in recog-
nizing LtCol Sander’s dedicated service to the
United States Army and the U.S. House of
Representatives.

——

IN HONOR OF CHIEF JOSEPH C.
KOCAB

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Chief Joseph C. Kocab of the Brook-
lyn Heights Police Department and his well-
deserved retirement. As an officer of the law,
Chief Kocab has served the people of the
greater Cleveland area with honor and profes-
sionalism for 31 years.

Chief Kocab is a lifelong resident of Brook-
lyn Heights and attended Cuyahoga Heights
High School. He graduated from Kent State
University with a major in law enforcement ad-
ministration. While studying at Kent State,
Chief Kocab met his wife Dianne; the two
were married in 1979. They have two daugh-
ters and two grandchildren.

Chief Kocab was first appointed to the
Brooklyn Heights Police Department on March
17, 1980. In 1985, he was promoted to ser-
geant and on June 1, 1999 made Chief of Po-
lice for the Brooklyn Heights Police Depart-
ment. After completing a professional pro-
gram, in 2004, Chief Kocab became a Cer-
tified Law Enforcement Executive. While serv-
ing as Chief of Police, he was an active mem-
ber and would serve as a board member,
Chaplain and president of the Cuyahoga
County Police Chiefs Association. Chief Kocab
was also a member of the Ohio Association of
Chiefs of Police and acted as district rep-
resentative, treasurer and president of the or-
ganization.

Throughout his career, Chief Kocab was in-
strumental in providing vital programs to the
youth of Brooklyn Heights. He assisted in the
creation of the Cuyahoga Heights Safety Town
Program in 1982, and in 1988, was one of
Ohio’s first officers selected to participate in
the Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE)
Program. Additionally, in 1996, he was trained
to teach the Gang Resistance Education and
Training (GREAT) program. Chief Kocab
taught the GREAT program and served as a
DARE Officer in Cuyahoga Heights Schools
until 1999. He is also an Ohio Peace Officers
Training Commission Police Academy Instruc-
tor and teaches police cadets at the Cleveland
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Heights Police Academy and Cuyahoga Com-
munity College.

As a result of his dedication to protecting
and educating the citizens of Brooklyn
Heights, Chief Kocab is a highly decorated of-
ficer. He is the recipient of multiple unit com-
mendations as well as awards for meritorious
service, distinguished service, and life saving.
He has twice been named both the Mothers
Against Drunk Driving officer of the year and
Ohio Auto Theft Investigator’'s “Top Cop.”

In addition to his career as a police officer,
Chief Kocab is an active member of his com-
munity. Since 1976 he has been a member of
the executive board of the Brooklyn Heights
Men’s Service Club. He is also a volunteer
with the Cuyahoga Heights Schools and has
been awarded with the PTA Life Member and
Cuyahoga Heights Golden Apple Achievement
awards.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honor of Chief Joseph C. Kocab for his ex-
emplary service on behalf of his community.
Chief Kocab has served and protected the
people of Brooklyn Heights with courage for
31 years.

————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1540) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2012 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for fiscal year
2012, and for other purposes:

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Chair, | rise today in
support of the Thompson/Berkley amendment.

This amendment would expand the DoD
state licensure exception to allow health care
professionals to practice across state bor-
ders—as long as they are qualified and prac-
ticing within regulations of their authorized fed-
eral duties. It would change the definition of
these exempted health care professionals to
include qualified civilians and contractors.
However, nothing in this amendment is in-
tended to change state-based scope of prac-
tice laws or regulations nor is it intended to be
used as the basis for any future scope of
practice changes through DoD regulations.
This amendment also removes cumbersome
location requirements, promoting increased
use of tele-medicine, tele-healthcare services,
and tele-behavioral health programs.

One of my long-standing goals in Congress
has been to expand the availability of mental
health services for our brave men and women
in uniform. Increasing servicemembers’ treat-
ment options by eliminating outdated restric-
tions on well-qualified health care profes-
sionals is an important step toward meeting
that goal. This amendment addresses the
changing medical needs of America’s men
and women in uniform and reduces barriers to
ensure full access to quality health care—re-
gardless of their location. This amendment is
based on H.R. 1832, the Portability (STEP)
Act, which has the support of the Air Force
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Association (AFA), American Servicemembers’
Telemedicine & E-Health Legion, the Associa-
tion of the United States Navy (AUSN), the
Enlisted Association of the National Guard
(EANGUS), Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of
America (IAVA), Mental Health America, Mili-
tary Officers Association of America (MOAA),
National Guard Association of the United
States (NGAUS), Reserve Enlisted Associa-
tion (REA), and Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW).

This amendment addresses DoD’s limited
ability to allow its health care professionals to
provide care when the patient is in a different
state while adhering to DoD’s current system
of core and supplemental privileges for each
respective specialty, ensuring high quality care
and patient safety. It also unties the hands of
the DoD when it comes to civilians or contrac-
tors who have stepped up to fill shortages in
desperately needed positions—especially
mental health. Many in the military will no
longer have to travel long distances to get
help, relieving financial burdens and stress.
We must honor the dedication and sacrifice of
our troops by making sure DoD has the re-
sources and qualified treatment providers
needed to care for our heroes in Nevada and
across the nation. That includes even more
assistance for our troops who are coping not
only with physical injuries, but with the chal-
lenges of PTSD and other mental health
issues we are still working to better under-
stand. This amendment recommits us as a na-
tion to honoring the service of America’s mili-
tary, modernizing DoD for the 21st Century
and increasing the quality and convenience of
support and services for our returning
servicemembers.

| want to thank Representative THOMPSON
for his dedication to this very important issue
and | urge my colleagues to support our
amendment.

CONGRATULATING ALDERMAN VI
DALEY

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2011

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Vi Daley, Alderman of Chicago’s
43d Ward. After twelve years serving Lincoln
Park and the Near North area, Alderman
Daley retired this year.

Even before her election, Alderman Daley
was extremely involved in the Lincoln Park
community for nearly thirty-two years and
brought many great improvements to it. She
redeveloped the Cummings Playground across
the street from the Lincoln Park Zoo, which is
now the most frequently used park in the Chi-
cago-land area. She also worked with schools
and residents of the 43d Ward to promote
more participation in local school activities and
create early childhood education programs.

Alderman Daley also focused on improving
communication between the residents and city
council representatives. She provided better
street-cleaning schedules and pedestrian
friendly streets. Alderman Daley voted to keep
her residents safe, such as restricting peti-
tioners from harassing women who enter fam-
ily planning clinics in Chicago. She also pro-
moted preservation of unique and old build-
ings within the 43d Ward.
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Mr. Speaker, Alderman Vi Daley has
brought great improvements and wise deci-
sions to the city of Chicago and the 43d Ward.
| would like to commend and thank Alderman
Daley for her hard work and concern for the
residents of her Ward. | wish her well in her
retirement as she spends time with her hus-
band Vince and two daughters Kathleen and
Colleen.

——————

A BRUTAL CRACKDOWN AGAINST
IRAN’S BAHA’IS

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2011

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
bring to my colleagues’ attention some ex-
tremely disturbing news coming out of Iran.
Just this past weekend, a coordinated series
of raids have been carried out on the homes
of several Iranian Baha'is. An estimated 14
Baha'’is have been arrested thus far.

According to a representative of the Baha’i
International Community to the United Nations
in Geneva, “All of the targets were homes of
individuals closely involved with the operations
of the Baha'i Institute for Higher Education.”
This institution was created to provide young
Baha'is an opportunity to pursue higher edu-
cation after being systematically denied ac-
cess to higher learning institutions by the Ira-
nian government.

These attacks—and Iran’s general policy of
suppressing religious freedom—are unaccept-
able and must stop. The U.S. and the inter-
national community must vigorously speak out
against these acts of injustice facing the near-
ly 300,000 Baha'’is living in Iran today—a com-
munity which, according to the recently pub-
lished report of the U.S. Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom, “has long been
subject to particularly severe religious viola-
tions in Iran.”

We must not allow such atrocities to con-
tinue unnoticed.

———

TRIBUTE TO RONALD SHUGART
BARBRE

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2011

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor a constituent and patriot,
Ronald Shugart Barbre who passed away
peacefully at his home on May 15, 2011 after
a brave battle with cancer. He was 76 years
old.

Ron was born December 20, 1934 at Queen
of Angels Hospital in Los Angeles. His father,
Thomas Russell Barbre, was the 39th captain
in the history of the Los Angeles County Fire
Department and his mother, Sarah Shugart
Barbre, was a homemaker. He grew up in the
Athens District of Los Angeles and graduated
from Washington High School.

He attended the University of Southern Cali-
fornia (USC) on a naval ROTC scholarship
and graduated with a degree in International
Relations. Even though she was a graduate of
cross town rival UCLA, he married the love of
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his life, Nancy on June 23, 1957 while on ac-
tive naval duty. They initially lived in Brem-
erton, WA while he finished his active duty,
and upon honorable discharge, moved to Bal-
boa Island before settling in Fullerton, CA. In
1969, Ron and Nancy moved to the new com-
munity of Yorba Linda, CA where they raised
their family and were active members of Rose
Drive Friends Church.

After his active duty military service, he
earned his MBA from USC and embarked
upon a successful sales career in the pub-
lishing business. He carried the first issue of
Electronic Component News (ECN) and
helped develop this publication in the bur-
geoning electronics industry for Chilton Pub-
lishing. By the time he retired in 1998, he had
risen to the role of regional vice president for
Chilton-ABC Publishing.

Ron helped form the Orange County chap-
ter of the Business and Professional Adver-
tising Association (BPAA) where he annually
organized the annual tennis tournament. He
became a Certified Business Communicator
(CBC) through the organization and assisted
countless students interested in the adver-
tising and publishing business. He also be-
came known as “Mr. Closer” and developed
the art of the “power lunch”.

Ron led a very active life as a competitive
tennis player and indefatigable hiker & biker.
He was an avid reader who loved history and
biographies, and was always a faithful and ac-
tive member of his church.

Following the loss of his first wife, Nancy, to
cancer in 1993, he moved from the hills of
Yorba Linda to the coastal community of San
Clemente where he married his second wife,
Joyce. His dream retirement was one in which
he could play as much tennis as he wished,
ride his bike in flat areas, and walk on the
beach every day. With Joyce, Ron joined the
San Clemente Presbyterian Church where
they each found a new life together.

In retirement he spent time volunteering at
the San Diego Air & Space Museum, as a do-
cent at the Ocean Institute in Dana Point, and
travelling the world with Joyce and many
friends. He also consistently spent time with
his family on both coasts and with Joyce’s
family of 4 children and 9 grandchildren.

Ron is survived by his wife Joyce of San
Clemente; son Brian (Birgit) of Gloucester,
MA; his son Brett (Jean) of Yorba Linda; his
grandson Daniel of Gloucester, MA; his sister
Josephine Cullen of Rolling Hills Estates; his
sister Jeanette Pickering of Ventura; numer-
ous cousins, nieces, nephews, step-children &
step-grandchildren, and friends and colleagues
coast to coast. He was predeceased by his
first wife Nancy, his parents Tom Sr. and
Sarah; his sister June Wagner and his broth-
ers Tom Barbre, Jr. and Robert Shugart.

A memorial service celebrating Ron’s ex-
traordinary life will be held in June. Ron will al-
ways be remembered for his incredible work
ethic, generosity, athleticism, and love of fam-
ily. His dedication to his family and community
are a testament to a life lived well and a leg-
acy that will continue. | extend my condo-
lences to Ron’s family and friends; although
Ron may be gone, the light and goodness he
brought to the world remain and will never be
forgotten.
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TRIBUTE TO MARINE PRIVATE
FIRST CLASS TED DENNIS BRITT

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2011

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to honor and commemorate Marine Private
First Class Ted Dennis Britt, who gave his life
at Khe Sanh, on March 30th, 1968.

Ted grew up in my district; in Decatur,
Georgia. He was born into a military family—
His father was a Navy veteran of two wars,
and his brother served in Afghanistan as a
Brigadier General in the Georgia Army Na-
tional Guard. Ted grew up playing baseball
and joined the Marine Corps not long after
graduating from Southwest Dekalb High
School in 1967. It's hard to believe that he
was already engaged to be married when he
enlisted at only 18 years of age.

Mr. Speaker, in 1968, PFC Ted D. Britt, was
one of many Marines serving in harm’s way.
Far from home, his family, and from every-
thing he knew, Ted served gallantly and gave
everything. Our country can never repay our
debt to him or his family, but | wish to join with
his friends and family in spirit, as they honor
and remember him this week.

Mr. Speaker, as you would imagine, our
military has already posthumously awarded
PFC Britt the appropriate medals and ribbons
for his bravery under fire. But | wish to add my
voice to their chorus. | wish to help ensure
that Ted's sacrifice is not lost to history—but
remembered, honored and understood. | never
knew Ted Britt, but his selflessness is what |
will never forget.

To this young man’s family, and to those
who called him friend, | offer my thoughts and
prayers. May God bless them and keep them
in their moment of remembrance.

IN HONOR OF SENATOR JOHN
GLENN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor soldier, pilot, astronaut, and former U.S.
Senator, John Glenn. His dedication to Ohio
and the country has inspired the Great Lakes
Science Center to honor him at their Reach
for the Stars Benefit.

John Glenn was born in Cambridge, Ohio in
1921. He attended Muskingum College, where
he earned his pilot's license. Before he had
the chance to graduate, the United States en-
tered the Second World War. He enlisted as
a U.S. Navy aviation cadet in 1942 and was
reassigned to the Marine Corps in 1943. Dur-
ing World War Il, he flew 59 missions in the
South Pacific and he flew 90 combat missions
in the Korean War. In the late 1950s, he re-
turned to the United States and served as a
test pilot, and completed the first supersonic
transnational flight in 1957.

In 1959, Glenn was assigned to NASA, and
on February 20, 1962 he became the fifth per-
son in space and the first American to orbit
the earth. This marked only one aspect of his
illustrious career at NASA, which honored him
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with the NASA Distinguished Service Medal.
Three decades later, in 1998, John Glenn be-
came the oldest person to ever go into space,
at the age of 77, in order for NASA to study
the effects of space travel on seniors.

John Glenn also served as U.S. Senator
from 1974 until 1999. He served as chair of
the Committee on Government Affairs, sat on
the Foreign Affairs and Armed Services com-
mittees, and was the chief author of the 1978
Nonproliferation Act. His exemplary public
service was recognized by the Woodrow Wil-
son International Center for Scholars, which
awarded him the Woodrow Wilson Award for
Public Service in 2004. He has also received
the Congressional Space Medal of Honor and
the Congressional Gold Medal. In 1998 he
founded The Ohio State University’s John
Glenn Institute for Public Service and Public
Policy, now known as the John Glenn School
of Public Affairs.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of a national hero,
John Glenn. His dedication to education and
country serve as an inspiration to us all.

——

CONGRATULATING ALDERMAN
HELEN SHILLER

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2011

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Helen Shiller, Alderman of Chi-
cago’s 46th Ward. After 24 years of hard work
and great service, she has decided to retire.

As Alderman, Helen was very responsive to
the community she represented and worked
continually to improve life in the 46th Ward.
She introduced recycling programs to residen-
tial and commercial high-rises, helped foster
economic and job growth, assisted senior citi-
zens by placing CTA shelters near their build-
ings and simplified the application process for
senior sewer rebates. She strived to make
Chicago an easier place to live by creating af-
fordable housing programs.

Alderman Shiller welcomed the diversity that
makes up the 46th Ward and worked hard to
make sure all aspects of her constituency
were represented in City Council. In 1990, she
passed an anti-apartheid ordinance and in
1992, tripled the City’s funding budget for
those living with HIV/AIDS. Alderman Shiller
believed the best way to govern was to listen,
and by doing so she was able to fairly rep-
resent her residents.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to recognize Al-
derman Helen Shiller for her 24 years of dedi-
cated service to the 46th Ward of Chicago. |
thank Alderman Shiller and wish her luck on
all her future endeavors.

——————

HONORING LEROY EDWARD HART
OF NAPA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 26, 2011
Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of community mem-
ber Lee Hart, for his outstanding work in Napa
County, California.
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Mr. Hart was born in San Francisco in 1940
and moved to Yountville at the age of 3. He
is the great-grandson of a Yountville pioneer,
Mr. Mathias Van de Leur, who was a Napa
County Supervisor and a mason who built the
St. Helena Catholic Church, several stone
bridges and the Manor House at Stagg’s Leap
Winery.

Lee Hart has been on the Board of the
Yountville Cemetery Association for 46 years
and has been the President and proven leader
since 1967. His love of Napa moved him to
shift careers, from the banking world to serv-
ing as a police officer with the Napa Police
Department, from where he retired after 26
years of service. Mr. Hart was recognized as
“Police Officer of the Year;” he also taught
self-defense at the Napa Valley College, and
was an instructor for the Napa Police Acad-
emy. After retiring from the police force, he
was a Marshall for the Napa Sheriff's Depart-
ment for another 10 years.

Mr. Hart has been a lifelong member of
Toastmasters, Ducks Unlimited, the California
Waterfowl Association, and is the founding
member of the George Yount Mountainmen
organization. He has been known to partici-
pate in the Yountville Parade and dress as
George Yount. Mr. Hart has been involved in
martial arts since 1964, and is a 9th Degree
Black Belt, having won several competitions
with gold, silver and bronze medals.

“Anything done in moderation is boring,” is
one of Mr. Hart’s favorite sayings and he can
always be found sharing a good story and
showcasing his duck decoy collection. Mr.
Hart is fortunate to be surrounded by a large
circle of loving family and life-long friends. He
married Chrissy Hart in 1991. He has three
children: Elizabeth, Victoria and Leroy-Ma-
thias, and 10 grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we acknowledge Leroy Edward Hart for
his decades of devoted service to the Napa
Valley community on this Memorial Day.

—————

CONGRATULATONS TO
AZERBAIJAN

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2011

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, in October,
2011, Azerbaijan will celebrate 20 years of
independence as a democratic republic, since
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. How-
ever, Azerbaijan’s desire for independence
dates back much further to the collapse of Im-
perial Russia in 1918. On May 28, 2011, Azer-
baijan will be celebrating the 93rd anniversary
of the establishment of the Azerbaijan Demo-
cratic Republic, the first Muslim democracy.
Azerbaijan also gave women the right to vote
in 1918, over 2 years before the ratification of
the 19th Amendment to the United States
Constitution made women’s suffrage a reality
in our country.

Unfortunately, Azerbaijan’s independence
was short-lived, and was snuffed out by the
Bolshevik Revolution and the crushing take-
over by Soviet Russia. Many Azerbaijanis lost
their lives in 1920, trying to keep their inde-
pendence alive. After years of living under So-
viet rule, in 1991, Azerbaijan regained its inde-
pendence following the collapse of the Soviet
Union.
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Azerbaijan is a secular, modern, Muslim,
country, which practices broad religious toler-
ance. Religion does not play any role in the
Government. The capital city of Baku has five
Jewish synagogues and Christian churches
abound. The country has a close relationship
with Israel. Azerbaijani teams, this year, flew
to Israel and helped the Israelis fight large
wildfires. State visits, back and forth between
the two countries, are common. They are
strong trading partners.

Azerbaijan is a strong ally of the United
States in a very important and very uncertain
region of the world with Russia to the north
and Iran to the south. Yet, not only is Azer-
baijan stable, politically and economically, it
was also the first Muslim nation to offer troops
to support the United States in the wars in Af-
ghanistan and Irag. Air fields in Azerbaijan
continue to provide logistics support for Amer-
ican troops in both theatres.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Azerbaijan as it
moves forward on the path to democracy and
thank them for their strong support of the
United States. My congratulations to the peo-
ple of Azerbaijan on the anniversary of Repub-
lic Day, which symbolizes the universal quest
for freedom and democracy.

————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1540) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2012 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for fiscal year
2012, and for other purposes:

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Chair, | rise in support of
the amendment to strike section 1034 from the
bill. Let's be clear what we are debating here
today: the bill before us would amend the au-
thorization for the use of military force (AUMF)
that Congress passed in the wake of the 9/11
attacks—not just reaffirm the existing author-
ization.

As a threshold matter, | question the
premise for this amendment. Proponents
argue that Congress needs to act now lest a
court change its interpretation of the AUMF.
Proponents also argue that the President has
been hamstrung in his ability to detain and tar-
get groups linked to al Qaeda, like al Qaida in
the Peninsula (AQAP).

Yet Defense Department General Counsel
Jeh Johnson made clear in public testimony
that DoD has all the authority it needs to fight
terror. And I've seen no evidence that the Ad-
ministration feels any restraints on its ability to
target threats like AQAP. In fact, the White
House stated yesterday it “strongly objects” to
section 1034. If the Administration, which
stands to benefit most from the proposed
amendment to the AUMF, is arguing against it,
| have serious doubts we should proceed.

| support efforts to update the AUMF of
2001. The AUMF should reflect the diffuse ter-
rorist threat faced by the US today and clarify
that the President has the authority to target
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groups closely linked to al Qaeda and the
Taliban that came into being after 9/11 and
that pose a direct threat to the United States.
We should also update it as a matter of con-
gressional prerogative. Congress should take
ownership of the AUMF rather than let the
courts and the Executive interpret the 2001
legislation unilaterally.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

At some point, congressional failure to up-
date the AUMF could force the President to
rely on his Article Il authority to target entities
increasingly removed from 9/11.

But this provision in the NDAA is no way to
do it.

Sec. 1034 was advanced with no hearings
in the Foreign Affairs Committee—the principal

E963

committee of jurisdiction—and with only a
passing mention in an Armed Services Com-
mittee hearing.

There’s been no floor debate beyond this
amendment, and no opportunity for the Admin-
istration or outside experts to weigh in.
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