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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

STATEMENT ON THE 37"TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ILLEGAL
TURKISH INVASION OF CYPRUS

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, this week,
once again, we commemorate the tragic anni-
versary of the 1974 illegal Turkish invasion of
Cyprus. Thirty-seven years later, Turkey con-
tinues forcibly to occupy more than one-third
of Cyprus with more than 43,000 troops. This
amounts to almost one Turkish soldier for
every two Turkish Cypriots. It is time for Tur-
key to withdraw its troops from Cyprus so that
the island can move forward as one nation.

As co-chair and co-founder of the Congres-
sional Hellenic Caucus, | have worked dili-
gently with my colleagues in the Caucus out of
our mutual concern for the continued division
and occupation of Cyprus. We have 137 mem-
bers today, making us one of the largest cau-
cuses in Congress.

My Caucus co-chair, Rep. BILIRAKIS, and |
passed a resolution in the House in the last
Congress calling for the protection of religious
sites and artifacts from and in Turkish-occu-
pied areas of northern Cyprus as well as for
general respect for religious freedom. And we
continue to work, with the Caucus, to raise
awareness of the Cyprus problem and the role
the U.S. can play to support the negotiations.

Cyprus is playing a vital role in European af-
fairs while also strengthening relations with the
United States. It has joined with us on issues
important to our own security, including the
fight against terrorism and other international
crimes. Ending the island’s tragic division will
pave the way to prosperity and peace through-
out the entire region.

To date, Turkey has repeatedly ignored all
U.N. Resolutions pertaining to Cyprus and has
continued to occupy the island in complete
violation of international law. Turkey has con-
tinued to do so despite the fact that it has
been a member of the U.N. Security Council
since January 2009. Turkey has also refused
to abide by the Judgments of the European
Court of Human Rights in numerous cases,
thereby continuing to violate the basic human
rights of the Cypriot people. This is an out-
rage.

The current negotiations aim at reaching a
comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus prob-
lem based on a bizonal, bicommunal federa-
tion with political equality, as defined in the
relevant U.N. Security Council resolutions,
with a single sovereignty, single citizenship
and single international personality. The solu-
tion must reunite the island, its people, its in-
stitutions and its economy and safeguard the
human rights and fundamental freedoms of all
Cypriots and the withdrawal of Turkish occu-
pation forces from Cyprus.

The United States and the international
community must continue to provide support
to this process. The people of Cyprus deserve

a unified and democratic country, and | remain
hopeful that a peaceful settlement will be
found so that the division of Cyprus will come
to an end.

As Secretary Clinton remarked last year:
“The reunification of the island is in the best
interests of not only the people of Cyprus, but
the region, and it could set an example for the
international community as well.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | was unfortu-
nately unable to cast a vote on rollcall 621 on
the evening of July 21, 2011.

| strongly support the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau and its mandate to protect
American consumers and | would have voted
NO on passage of H.R. 1315. The CFPB will
provide families a level playing field upon
which to shop for the full range of financial
products.

The CFPB is the most accountable regu-
latory body in the world. And their work has al-
ready begun. Starting today, the CFPB credit
card hotline is up and running, fielding com-
plaints from American consumers and begin-
ning to hold companies accountable. Con-
sumers can reach them at 855-411-CFPB or
online at consumerfinance.gov.

Families will finally have a cop on the beat
looking out for their interests. But American
consumers should be forewarned, if you have
a complaint, report it now. Because, as we
speak, Republicans in Congress are doing all
they can to take away your consumer protec-
tions.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 350TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FIRST SET-
TLEMENT OF STATEN ISLAND

HON. MICHAEL G. GRIMM

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mr. GRIMM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 350th Anniversary of the first settle-
ment of Staten Island. Staten Island makes up
most of the 13th District of New York and | am
proud to call it home, and anyone who has
ever lived on Staten Island or visited this
unique place knows how wonderful it is. Deep
in the heart of Staten Island and all her resi-
dents, lives an enthralling history, so rich with
the American experience, as to rival the other
boroughs of New York City and indeed every
community across the nation.

Since before her founding, this island has
been for many a place of tolerance, liberty,
and justice. It was a new land that promised
religious and political freedom more than a

century before the Founding Fathers immor-
talized those freedoms in the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution; the very
same declaration that was first revealed to the
British Troops in the American Revolution at
none other than the Rose and Crown Tavern,
which once stood at the corner of what is now
Amboy Road and New Dorp Lane. It was here
on Staten Island that His Majesty as well as
the world first learned of the colonies’ fearless
declaration of their independence. Even before
this, the first European settlers to set foot on
this Island in 1661 had one essential thing in
common: they were all seeking freedom from
violent persecution. Dutch, French, and Bel-
gian Protestants, including Peter Billiou, Stat-
en Island’s most prominent early settler whose
house still stands in Historic Richmondtown,
found a haven of hope and peace on this
gleaming gem amidst the Narrows. The Island
also served as a refuge for many other free-
dom fighters, most notable among them,
Giuseppe Garibaldi, the Father of Italian Unifi-
cation, who used his time as a resident of
Rosebank to raise money and support to free
the Italian people from imperial oppression.

This has come to be a defining aspect of
the legacy of Staten Island. It is this borough
that has come to exemplify so proudly the
promise emblazoned on that beautiful Lady
that lights the way of the Staten Island Ferry
and in her younger years first revealed to my
grandparents and many of your grandparents
that they had finally reached the land where
liberty lives and thrives. In the period between
and after the two world wars, while much of
humanity wallowed under communist and fas-
cist regimes, countless men and women
sought refuge here on Staten Island. Waves of
immigrants including Italians, Irish, Greeks,
Russians, Poles, Liberians, Sri Lankans and
many, many more came to these shores in
search of a better life for themselves and their
families. “Give us your tired, give us your
poor, give us your huddled masses yearning
to be free” is a call that this Island faithfully
answered, and it has served us well—for the
culture of the island has been shaped by the
vibrant, rich, and complementing cultures of
the many diverse groups of people who proud-
ly call this place home.

Three centuries ago in the early 1700’s, a
local schoolteacher quoted scripture when she
remarked that Staten Island had already be-
come a bustling community full of men and
women from “All the nations under heaven.” It
is a mark of distinction that we continue to
proudly display, however today, we consider
ourselves all citizens of the greatest nation.

Mr. Speaker, please join me, and Americans
from all different origins and backgrounds, in
embracing one of the most central and mean-
ingful things we all have in common, and that
is the love and pride we have for our home-
town of Staten Island. And of course, in wish-
ing her a very happy 350th birthday, may she
have many, many more.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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THE PASSING OF JOHN DOWLIN

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
remember former Hamilton County Commis-
sioner John Dowlin, who passed away on July
15th at the age of 81.

After spending 38 years at Procter and
Gamble and 28 years as the Mayor of
Sharonville, Ohio, John Dowlin served 13
years on the Hamilton County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners.

Throughout his distinguished career, John
became known for his principles, his work
ethic, and especially his bow ties.

| had the opportunity to work with Commis-
sioner Dowlin when | was in the state legisla-
ture, and | always found him to be honest and
fair.

Commissioner Dowlin was the kind of per-
son we should all strive to be, standing up for
what he believed was right—even when others
believed he was wrong.

He is survived by his loving wife, Sarah,
four children, and nine grandchildren.

The world is a better place because of John
Dowlin. May he rest in peace.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
life of a true public servant.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, due
to family matters, | was unable to vote on con-
sideration of H.R. 1315, the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Safety and Soundness Im-
provement Act of 2011 on Thursday, July 21,
2011. | was also unable to vote on consider-
ation of H.R. 2551, the Legislative Branch Ap-
propriations Act, 2012 on Friday, July 22
2011.

Had | been present, | would have voted to
support H.R. 1315. For the Amendments to
H.R. 1315, | would have voted to support the
Rigell Amendment. | would have voted to op-
pose the Jackson Lee Amendment #1, the Mil-
ler Amendment, the Jackson Lee Amendment
#2, the Maloney Amendment, and the Motion
to Recommit.

Had | been present, | would have voted to
support H.R. 2551. For the amendments to
H.R. 2551, | would have voted to support the
Hayworth Amendment, the Broun Amendment,
and the Stutzman Amendment. | would have
voted to oppose the Watt Amendment, the
Thompson Amendment, the Holt Amendment,
and the Moran Amendment.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE FIF-
TEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF PIN-
NACLE TECHNICAL RESOURCES

HON. PETE SESSIONS
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 22, 2011
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Pinnacle Technical Resources,
Inc. on its fifteenth anniversary this year.
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Located in Dallas, Texas, Pinnacle was born
in a living room and quickly matured into an
award-winning information technology staffing
company. Under the leadership and vision of
Chief  Executive  Officer Nina  Vaca-
Humrichouse, Pinnacle expanded nationwide
and created over 20,000 jobs, consequently
ranking six straight years as one of the fastest
growing companies in its industry. In 2009,
Pinnacle received the CIO 100 Award for its
development of PROGATA, a proprietary in-
dustry-leading software tool.

Beyond their financial success, Pinnacle
emphasizes social responsibility and actively
encourages employees to contribute to the
local community. Boy Scouts of America,
United Way, Habitat for Humanity, and the
Greater Dallas Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce Foundation are among the many non-
profit organizations Pinnacle supports. This
year, Pinnacle also provided scholarships to
thirty-two high school students to attend the
Dallas Hispanic Youth Institute, a well-re-
garded summer symposium.

Pinnacle Technical Resources embodies the
entrepreneurial spirit of America; a concept
with humble beginnings that transformed into
a fast-growing and nationally recognized com-
pany. Mr. Speaker, | ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the staff
and leadership of Pinnacle Technical Re-
sources as they celebrate fifteen years of suc-
cess.

———

HUDSON RIVER SCHOOL OF
PAINTERS

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | wish to call my
colleagues’ attention to the Hudson River
School of Painters, the first American school
of painters that contributed to an appreciation
of the American landscape and conservation
of this country’s natural beauty. At the time of
its operation in the 19th Century, it was a sig-
nificant achievement in American art and cul-
ture that commemorated American landscapes
in a manner unseen before by American citi-
zens and others around the world.

Recently, | had the distinct honor to unveil
the first of a series of historic bronze markers
along the Hudson River. These bronze mark-
ers are designed to indicate where painters
put their easels in order to create a panorama
and vista of the river itself. The historic bronze
marker, created by Greg Wyatt, Director of the
Academy of Art at the Newington-Cropsey
Foundation in Hastings-on-Hudson, New York,
honor the sites where painters such as Jasper
F. Cropsey, Thomas Cole, Frederic Edwin
Church, and Asher Durand stood to create
paintings reflecting their unique perspectives
on nature. Additional sites are planned this
coming year at Hook Mountain State Park and
Newburgh, New York.

In light of this occasion, | would like to com-
mend my colleague Representative MAURICE
HINCHEY in his long record of support for both
the rebirth of study of this first American
school of painting, and for his determination to
present to Congress and the American people
the importance of the Hudson Valley to our
cultural heritage.
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| also would like to commend the Architect
of the Capitol for displaying two paintings pur-
chased by Congress after the Civil War from
the famous 19th century Hudson River School
painter Albert Bierstadt. They are entitled “Dis-
covery on the Hudson” and “Entrance into
Monterey,” and are available for viewing in the
Capitol Visitors Center. | urge all of my col-
leagues and their constituents to appreciate
these wonderful pieces of art.

———

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2551) making ap-
propriations for the Legislative Branch for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and
for other purposes:

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Chair, | rise today in
strong opposition to the amendments that
would reduce funding appropriated in H.R.
2551, the Legislative Branch Appropriations
Act, 2012 for the U.S. Botanic Garden.

As you may know, George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson and James Madison initially
had the idea of starting a national botanic gar-
den and helped to establish one on the Na-
tional Mall in 1820. It is a keystone on our
mall and belongs to the American people. The
mission of the U.S. Botanic Garden is to dem-
onstrate the aesthetic, cultural, economic,
therapeutic and ecological importance of
plants to the well-being of humankind. It is a
national and global center for learning about
how to sustain life on our planet, especially as
climate changes and new challenges confront
our society’s plant life.

According to the Architect of the Capitol, ap-
proximately 1 million people visit the U.S. Bo-
tanic Garden each year. About 12,000 dif-
ferent plant accessions comprising more than
60,000 plants are displayed for exhibition,
study, conservation and exchange with other
institutions. The Botanic Garden is America’s
encyclopedia for sustaining production and life
itself.

In addition to displaying some of the world’s
most rare and endangered plants, the U.S.
Botanic Garden provides numerous edu-
cational opportunities through its partnerships,
workshops, lectures, tours and demonstra-
tions. Some specific education programs in-
clude the opportunity to earn a Certification in
Botanical Art and lllustration, the Junior Bota-
nist Program and several hands-on activities
exploring plant materials. The Gardner in-
structs the next generation with partnerships
across our nation.

Mr. Chair, we are still in the midst of the
worst economic crisis since the Great Depres-
sion, and a series of odd weather events. The
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service reports that green-
house, nursery and floriculture operations ac-
count for 2.5 percent of all U.S. farms but em-
ploy nearly 5 percept of hired farm workers.
This sector has a sales value of $16.6 Billion.
It is a one-of-a-kind endowment America de-
pends on.
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From my perspective, it is vitally important
that we continue to support institutions such
as the U.S. Botanic Garden not only because
of its ability to preserve rare and vital plants
essential to life but also for its potential to in-
spire the entrepreneurial spirit. We know its
visitors will one day lead to increased eco-
nomic output and job creation in the agricul-
tural sector of our economy so dependent on
innovation and advanced technology.

Therefore, | urge my colleagues to reject
any amendment that would reduce funding to
the U.S. Botanic Garden.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. HERBERT
PARDES

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor, recognize, and celebrate my dear
friend, Dr. Herbert Pardes, on his retirement
as President and Chief Executive Officer of
New York-Presbyterian Hospital.

Dr. Herbert Pardes has dedicated his life to
advancing the medical profession and patient
care. He received his medical degree from the
State University of New York in Brooklyn and
completed his residency in psychiatry at Kings
County Hospital. He also received additional
psychoanalytic training at the New York Psy-
choanalytic clinic.

Since 1999, Dr. Pardes has been President
and CEO of New York-Presbyterian Hospital.
Under his guidance the hospital has achieved
an incredibly impressive record; it is top-
ranked in the New York metropolitan area and
is consistently ranked among the best aca-
demic medical institutions in the Nation. The
Hospital is the largest not-for-profit hospital
and one of the most comprehensive hospitals
in the world.

Dr. Pardes has always been an active advo-
cate for academic medicine and advancing
medical technology. The importance he places
on academic medicine has helped to produce
a generation of new highly skilled doctors to
combat emerging health issues. He partici-
pates at the State and local level by sup-
porting legislation that increases the quality of
care in hospitals. He is a passionate supporter
for achieving the best possible medical care
for all who need it.

Dr. Pardes was appointed by Congress and
President George W. Bush to serve on the
Commission on Systemic Interoperability,
which initiated action to develop a national
health information technology infrastructure.
During the Clinton administration he served on
an advisory commission on consumer protec-
tion and quality in the health care industry. He
is Chairman Emeritus of the eHealth Initiative
and serves on the boards of the Macy Foun-
dation and Markle Foundation, which are dedi-
cated to improving quality, safety and effi-
ciency in health care.

Dr. Pardes is devoted to enhancing patient
care. He implemented a campaign called We
Put Patients First to humanize the hospital ex-
perience for patients and their families. He
also launched myNYP.org, a website which al-
lows patients and families to access personal
health records online. Dr. Pardes has also
strived towards fostering close interaction be-
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tween the hospital and communities in New
York. He initiated the Lang Youth Medical Pro-
gram, a six-year science education and men-
toring program for middle and high school stu-
dents, and helped start the WIN for Asthma
outreach program along with other community
health screening events.

| greatly admire the leadership that Dr.
Pardes has provided to the medical commu-
nity. He has demonstrated great care for his
patients and has tirelessly worked to improve
their experience and the quality of their health
care. He is an extraordinary example of the
tremendous changes that can be accom-
plished through the dedication of one indi-
vidual.

| ask my colleagues and a very grateful Na-
tion to join me in this special Congressional
Recognition of Dr. Herbert Pardes.

———

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF AUDREY
RUST ON THE OCCASION OF HER
RETIREMENT FROM PENINSULA
OPEN SPACE TRUST

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Audrey Rust, a highly distinguished con-
stituent, a nationally recognized leader of land
preservation and a cherished friend on her 24
years as President, CEO and Executive Direc-
tor of Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST).

Under her exceptional leadership since
1987, Ms. Rust has led POST, the Palo Alto,
California based nonprofit land trust and has
worked successfully in partnership with public
agencies and private landowners to bring per-
manent protection to thousands of acres of
open space lands in San Mateo, Santa Clara
and Santa Cruz counties. Recognized across
the country as a conservation innovator and
champion, she has helped protect local land-
scapes that are now part of the National Park
System, the National Wildlife Refuge System,
the California State Parks, as well as county
and city parks, regional open space preserves
and private farmlands.

Before coming to POST, Ms. Rust worked
with the Sierra Club, Yale University and Stan-
ford University. She has served on the boards
of numerous local, State and national organi-
zations, primarily in the conservation and
housing arena. She has received the Times
Mirror-Chevron National Conservationist of the
Year Award; the League of California Voters
Environmental Leadership Award; the Cynthia
Pratt Laughlin Medal; the Garden Club of
America’s top environmental honor; and the
Jacqueline Kennedy Award from JFK Univer-
sity for her achievements in land conservation.
Ms. Rust is a graduate of the University of
Connecticut at Storrs.

I've been privileged to know and work with
Audrey Rust for many years. She has been a
friend, a mentor, and an inspiration to me and
to thousands more. Audrey is one of the great
environmental heroes of our Nation. Her deter-
mination and focus have shaped an extraor-
dinary legacy and our entire Nation is grateful
to her for leading the way in saving and pre-
serving the world-class beauty and natural in-
tegrity of the Peninsula, South Bay and
Coastside of California for generations to
come.
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Mr. Speaker, I'm very proud to have my Bay
Area colleagues—Leader NANCY PELOSI; Rep-
resentative SAM FARR; Representative MIKE
HONDA; Representative ZOE LOFGREN; Rep-
resentative JERRY MCNERNEY, and Represent-
ative JACKIE SPEIER join me in honoring Au-
drey Rust. | ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring and thank-
ing Audrey Rust for her unparalleled record of
leadership and wish her a joyful retirement.
Audrey Rust is indeed a national treasure and
it is a privilege to represent her and call her
my friend.

—

COMMENDING THE U.S. WOMEN’S
SOCCER TEAM

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend our U.S. Women’s Soccer Team
in their thrilling race to the World Cup Final.
Although it was ultimately Japan who captured
the World Cup Trophy, as a country we could
not be more proud of our team, their tremen-
dous effort throughout the Cup, and their
grace in accepting defeat. Regardless of the
outcome, there is much to be said about how
their playing inspired a country. The attention
of the world has turned to women’s sports,
and these women are serving as positive role
models to young girls across the globe. It has
been a long twelve years since the heroics of
the victorious US Women’s National Team in
the 1999 World Cup, and | want to congratu-
late the 2011 team for exemplifying cham-
pions, win or lose. The image of Brandi
Chastain, fists clenched, basking in the glory
of a World Cup victory that captivated our spir-
its all those years ago still hangs on the wall
of my office.

As a representative from western New York,
| especially want to congratulate the amazing
performance of Abby Wambach, a native of
my hometown: Rochester, New York. She
scored her 100th career international goal in
Rochester and she carries with her the sup-
port of Rochesterians wherever she goes. She
is a four-time winner of the U.S. Soccer Ath-
lete of the Year award, and is currently the
fourth all-time leading scorer in international
soccer history. She scored the gold-medal-
winning goal in the 2004 Olympics and saved
the quarterfinal match in this years cup
against Brazil when she scored a gut-wrench-
ing equalizer off her head in the final mo-
ments. In the semi final victory over France,
she tallied two more scores, including the go-
ahead goal against France in the 79th minute.
Of the two amazing goals scored by the U.S.
in the finals, Abby scored the go-ahead head-
er in extra time, and Alex Morgan, a player for
the Western New York Flash, scored the
other.

Alex, a 22-year-old phenom, has impressed
the world with her quick feet and prominence
as a striker, and she is being heralded as the
future star of U.S. women’s soccer. The entire
Upstate New York area is beaming with pride
and admiration of these two players as they
represented our area so well.

The fervor and enthusiasm for our team was
encapsulated in the hero’s welcome Abby re-
ceived when she returned to Rochester, with
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several of her teammates in tow. It was “Abby
Wambach Day” in Rochester, and she re-
ceived a key to the city in commendation of
her awe-inspiring talents. The regularly sched-
uled game between magicJack of Boca Raton,
FL and the Western New York Flash saw a
sellout crowd of 15,404, a record for the 3-
year-old league. It is clear that we have all
been infused with a love of the game and a
respect for our players, and | hope that pas-
sion never dies.

The success of the U.S. Women’s National
Team is of particular importance because it
shows young women and girls that like men,
they too can earn the respect and admiration
of the world through hard work, teamwork, and
perseverance on the athletic field.

Since 2004, I've sponsored legislation in the
House that would help high schools improve
opportunities for girls in sports, and thereby
encourage greater participation of both girls
and boys in athletics. H.R. 458, the High
School Athletics Accountability Act, would re-
quire that high schools report basic data on
the number of female and male students in
their athletic programs and the expenditures
made for their sports teams. Without informa-
tion about how athletic opportunities and ben-
efits are being allocated at the high school
level, female students may be deprived of
their chance to participate in athletics.

And participation in sports has a multitude
of positive effects on young women and girls,
both physically and socially. For many young
women, sports are often their ticket to higher
education through athletic scholarships. I've
met with so many Olympic gold medalists that
told me without Title IX, which gave them ac-
cess to athletic scholarships; they never would
have had the chance to go to college. While
we have made significant strides towards eq-
uity in athletics—since the 1972 enactment of
Title IX the number of women competing in
college sports has soared by more than 500
percent while the number of high school girls
competing in sports increased by over 1,000
percent—we must continue to monitor our
progress and ensure that our nation’s young
women have the rights and opportunities they
deserve.

This year's Women’s World Cup was thrill-
ing and is indicative of the amazing talent of
our U.S. Women’s National Team. The suc-
cess of our team has captivated men, women
and children who nervously watched as the
squad overcame Brazil in the last minute to tri-
umph in penalty kicks, and then swept past
France with their athleticism shining as they
moved onto the final. | proudly cheered for
them as they faced Japan on Sunday in the
final, and was filled with admiration for their
relentlessness on the field. Their accomplish-
ments as a team are inspiring: two Women’s
World Cups, three Olympic Gold Medals, and
eight Algarve Cups, earning them a com-
mendation as one of the finest teams in the
world. | must also congratulate Japan for their
performance and sportsmanship in a game
that was watched by millions around the
globe, and that kept everyone on the edge of
their seats into the final penalty kicks. Though
the U.S. team was ultimately unsuccessful in
a heartbreaking 3—1 penalty shootout, | cannot
imagine a more deserving adversary in Japan,
who so recently suffered a devastating earth-
quake and tsunami. | hope this victory will
bring joy to their people, and | know that the
Japanese citizens are as proud of their team
as we are of ours.
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Abby and her teammates have been role
models for all with their poise both on and off
the field and their dedication to the sport. |
could not be more proud of her and her team-
mates as role models for young women inter-
ested in sports. | encourage children of all
ages to be as inspired by the success of the
U.S. Women’s National team as | am, and to
get involved with sports so that everyone can
reap the benefits of this highly beneficial activ-
ity. Best of luck to the U.S. Women’s National
Team in the future; | know this is not the last
time we will be cheering for them in the World
Cup Finals. With the London 2012 Olympic
Games on the horizon, we won’t have to wait
long to see them back in action on the world
stage. Go USA!

TRIBUTE TO KYLE D. PAGERLY
HON. TIM HOLDEN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Berks County Deputy Sheriff Kyle
Pagerly for his service and sacrifice to Penn-
sylvania and the United States. Deputy Kyle
Pagerly was killed in the line of duty on June
29, 2011.

Kyle was a 2001 graduate of Wilson High
School in West Lawn, Berks County, PA. Fol-
lowing his graduation he served honorably as
a U.S. Army Military Police Officer in Kosovo
and Irag. Upon returning home, Kyle pursued
a career in law enforcement and graduated
from the Reading Police Academy, Federal
Prison Academy, and Philadelphia Canine
Academy.

Kyle proudly served as a Deputy in the K-
9 Unit of the Berks County Sheriff's Depart-
ment with his German Shepherd partner, Jynx.
He loved to be outdoors, hiking, and enjoying
nature. He was an active runner and loved to
work out. He ran a marathon in 2010 and
completed numerous triathlons.

On June 29, 2011 Deputy Pagerly was part
of a fugitive task force dispatched to serve a
warrant in Albany Township. When task force
members arrived, the suspect fled into the
nearby woods. Deputy Pagerly and his partner
Jynx pursued him when the suspect opened
fire. Once Deputy Pagerly was hit, Jynx at-
tempted to pull him to safety and alerted other
officers of the shooter's presence. Deputy
Pagerly was gravely wounded and airlifted to
a nearby hospital where he succumbed to his
wounds. Had it not been for Deputy Pagerly
and his partner’s actions, it is very possible
that more lives could have been lost.

Deputy Kyle Pagerly died a hero. He dedi-
cated his life to the protection of his fellow
man. He gave life, even through his death, by
donating his organs and tissues so that others
can live. Kyle’s death has not been forgotten
by the community he loved and served. At
Deputy Pagerly’'s memorial service, Berks
County Sheriff Eric Weaknecht retired Kyle’s
call number and awarded his partner Jynx the
Medal of Honor. Deputy Sheriff Kyle Pagerly
was later awarded the same Medal of Honor
posthumously.

A memorial fund has been set up in Kyle’s
name, numerous benefits have been held in
his honor, and thousands of people have
joined Facebook pages dedicated to his life
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and memory. Kyle Pagerly is survived by his
wife, Alecia Anne, as well as his parents, his
siblings, and his first child, due in January.

Mr. Speaker and fellow colleagues, please
join me in honor and remembrance of a true
American hero, Deputy Sheriff Kyle D.
Pagerly.

————

IN TRIBUTE TO THE REVEREND
DR. ROLEN LEWIS WOMACK, JR.
AND REVEREND DR. BETTY
WASHINGTON WOMACK

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to Reverend Dr. Rolen Lewis Womack, Jr.
and Reverend Dr. Betty Washington Womack,
the founding pastor and first lady of Milwau-
kee’s Progressive Baptist Church. After 23
years of dedicated service to their congrega-
tion and the greater Milwaukee community,
they are retiring to their native Texas.

While fulfilling his role as pastor/teacher/
prophet, Dr. Rolen Womack completed his
Doctor of Ministry degree at United Theo-
logical Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. He is a na-
tive of Houston, Texas and is a graduate of
Texas Southern University with an earned
Masters of Divinity degree from Northern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Lombard, lllinois.
Dr. Betty Womack is a native of Galveston,
Texas, a graduate of Huston-Tillotson College
and an earned Masters of Education degree
from Sam Houston State University in Hunts-
ville, Texas. She served as Director of Student
Services in the Beaver Dam School District
and received her administrative certification at
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She
received a Doctorate of Education from Mil-
waukee’s Cardinal Stritch University.

Dr. Rolen Womack has a social justice ac-
tivism and community advocacy ministry that
features an Afrocentric frame of reference. He
is one of the strongest advocates in the com-
munity and is a frequent guest on local radio
talk shows and local television on issues re-
lated to justice and public education. Dr. Rolen
Womack has been featured in Education
Weekly and other periodicals and has partici-
pated in educational forums in many major cit-
ies.

The ministry at Progressive Baptist includes
a Youth Ministry, Music and Stage Ministry,
Discipleship and Men’s Fellowship, Women’s
Fellowship, W.I.N.G.S. HIV-AIDS ministry and
Custodial and Fiscal Ministries. Dr. Betty
Womack has a strong commitment to the de-
velopment of youth and youth programs at
Progressive. She has fostered the Christian
development of youth by organizing and ad-
ministering Vacation Bible School and Youth
Outings to historic and scientific sites. To-
gether they actively work with new members
in Foundation classes to integrate them into
the life of Progressive Church. Dr. Betty
Womack is the past president of the
W.L.N.G.S. HIV-AIDS ministry.

She is the past President of the Wisconsin
Pastor's Wives Association and the former Ex-
ecutive Board Member of the American Baptist
Education Association of Wisconsin. He is the
past president of the Wisconsin Baptist Pas-
tors Conference, a director of the Minority Min-
isters Alliance, past General Secretary of the
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Wisconsin General Baptist State Convention,
and serves on the boards of various organiza-
tions. They are the proud parents of two
daughters: Cheray and Brooke.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud that | can call them
friends. | commend them for their many years
of valued service to citizens of the 4th Con-
gressional District. | wish them the very best
in their retirement.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE 2011 BRONX
DOMINICAN DAY PARADE

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute to the
twenty-second annual Bronx Dominican Pa-
rade and Festival which will take place on
Sunday, July 24, 2011. This famed event is
eagerly anticipated by the Dominican and
Bronx communities each year. It is a wonder-
ful celebration of the spirit and richness of Do-
minican culture.

Under the continued leadership of Felipe
Febles and Rosa Ayala, the Bronx Dominican
Day Parade, Inc., La Gran Parada Dominicana
del Bronx, has grown into an important institu-
tion that increases the self-awareness and
pride of the Dominican people in order to pro-
mote economic development, education, cul-
tural recognition, and advancement.

Dominicans have made invaluable contribu-
tions to the city, as well as to the entire nation.
Although the highest concentration of Domini-
can people live in Washington Heights, a sig-
nificant number have enriched the Bronx with
their unique culture and spirit. The Dominican
culture is one characterized by, among other
things, diverse multi-culturalism, strong family
values, distinctive art, amazing music and
unique cuisine. We are grateful that so many
have chosen to make the Bronx home.

Mr. Speaker, the roots of Dominican New
Yorkers lie in a country with a fascinating his-
tory and arresting beauty. The Dominican Re-
public is the home of a number of people from
various heritages. As a result, the culture is
charged with strong Taino, African, and Euro-
pean influences. One visit to the Dominican
Republic will put to rest any questions one
might have as to why Dominicans in America
retain such a strong sense of pride in their
homeland and never stop missing it.

The achievements and contributions made
by Dominican-Americans and Dominican resi-
dents have spanned the realms of politics,
science, the Armed Forces, literature, public
service, and the arts, and undoubtedly make
them an integral part of American society.

The Bronx Dominican Day Parade and Fes-
tival of the Bronx is a great opportunity to cel-
ebrate Dominican culture, history, and its
bright future.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to please
join me in honoring the Dominican Day Pa-
rade and Festival of the Bronx.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARTIN HEINRICH

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, | unfortunately
missed two votes this evening, which included
rolicall votes 601 and 602. If | had been
present, | would have voted in favor of rollcall
vote No. 601, H.R. 33. If | had been present,
| would have voted in favor of rollcall vote No.
602, on Approving the Journal.

———————

TRIBUTE TO COHOCTON
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the brave men of women of the
Cohocton Volunteer Fire Department who
have tirelessly served our local and national
community for 125 years. As the Cohocton
Volunteer Fire Department celebrates its 125th
anniversary, | applaud the many ways they
have served our community.

From July 22-24, members of the depart-
ment will hold several events commemorating
the service of their valiant volunteers. Histor-
ical displays, parades, competitions and din-
ners will be held. The department will even be
publishing a commemorative book on its his-
tory to celebrate this milestone.

For the past 125 years, members have self-
lessly given their time and energy to serve our
community throughout periods of emergency
and disaster. While the Cohocton Volunteer
Fire Department should be commemorated for
all of their service to our community, | want to
especially highlight their tireless work during
the 1972 Flood, the Ice Storm of 1991 and the
Blizzard of 1993—three major storms which
devastated the Chemung Valley.

Furthermore, the department also aided the
national community during the terrorist attacks
of September 11, 2001. Under a mutual aid
request, the department sent an ambulance
and personnel to the Twin Towers Site after
the attack. The ambulance was equipped with
medical supplies donated by the local commu-
nity for use by the FDNY.

Members of the Cohocton Volunteer Fire
Department have repeatedly risked their lives
in order to save our friends and neighbors. |
am proud to recognize such a self-sacrificing
and courageous organization. | congratulate
the Cohocton Volunteer Fire Department and
thank them for their 125 years of service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DIANE BLACK

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, on amendment
rollcall No. 615, No. 616, No. 617, No. 618,
No. 619, No. 620 as well as rollcall No. 621
for final passage of H.R. 1315, | am not re-
corded because | was attending to a family
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matter. Had | been present, | would have
voted: No—Representative Sheila Jackson
Lee Amendment No. 4; no—Representative
Brad Miller Amendment; no—Representative
Sheila Jackson Lee Amendment No. 3; no—
Representative Carolyn Maloney Amendment;
yes—Representative Scott Rigel Amendment;
no—Democrat Motion to Recommit; and yes—
Final Passage of H.R. 2551.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. AUSTIN SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, | missed votes on July 21, 2011 in order
to attend the funeral of one of my staffers.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall votes 612, 613, 614, 619, 621 and
“no” on rollcall votes 615, 616, 617, 618, and
620.

———

CONGRESSWOMAN MAXINE
WATERS’® STATEMENT ON THE
LOSS OF HER FRIEND AND COM-
MUNITY ICON, LILLIAN
HARKLESS-MOBLEY

HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, | am heart-
broken that one of my closest and dearest
friends, Lillian Mobley, has passed away. |
worked with Lillian—known throughout South
Los Angeles communities as “Ms. Mobley”—
for over 3 decades. We have marched to-
gether, participated in protests together, and
fought off anyone who attacked our commu-
nity together. Lillian was my ‘shero.’

Lillian Mobley is without a doubt the most
accomplished and successful community activ-
ist South Los Angeles has ever had. She
helped found numerous community institutions
and organizations that include Martin Luther
King Jr. Hospital, Charles Drew Medical Cen-
ter, Los Angeles Southwest College, Black
Women’s Forum, the Lillian Mobley South
Central Multipurpose Senior Citizens Center,
Mothers in Action, Grandma’s Hands Los An-
geles Birthing Project, Watts Towers Commu-
nity Action Council and others. She is on the
Walk of Fame in Watts, has a building named
after her at the Maxine Waters Employment
Preparation Center, a clinic at Martin Luther
King Jr. Hospital that also houses a bust of
her image, the Mother of Africa statue at
WLCAC was dedicated to her as well as the
amphitheater at Watts Towers and a Family
Housing Center, and of course the senior cen-
ter she founded that now carries her name.

She served on the board of over 20 organi-
zations and was highly sought after by politi-
cians hoping to win her endorsement to be
elected to office. And it was only if Lillian be-
lieved that their election to office would benefit
the community and help preserve the very in-
stitutions she helped to create like Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Hospital would she support them.

Lillian Mobley is one of the icons of South
Central and the Watts communities of Los An-
geles that has helped to educate the city and
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the country about the problems of poor people
and working folks and the struggles that they
encounter on a daily basis. She was the voice
that articulated their pain, their challenges,
their hopes and dreams. Lillian has joined the
legendary African American women who have
passed on but clearly left their marks on the
hearts and souls of the people they fought for.
Women like Mary Henry, Caffie Greene,
Jonnie Tillman, Margaret Wright, Edna
Aliewine and Opal Jones.

We spent countless hours in meetings on
issues related to health, seniors, youth, and
education. Lillian was not only concerned with
these issues, she tackled them with vigor. She
was all about doing the work, even the ‘grunt
work’ as she liked to call it, to bring resources
to help families and youth in South Central
Los Angeles and Watts. She did all of this
while battling with her own health issues. If Lil-
lian was not at an important meeting it was
only because she couldn’t attend either due to
her grueling dialysis schedule or because she
was hospitalized. Lillian was a woman before
her time who maintained her empathy and
concern for the young and old. She was truly
humble in her work and never asked or ex-
pected any recognition form of recognition
from others.

One of the greatest experiences we had to-
gether was taking 80 African American women
on a trip to Africa. Lillian was so happy and
proud to travel to the motherland and said it
was one of the most enjoyable moments of
her life. 1 will hold on to this and other fond
memories | have of Lillian to help come to
grips with this devastating loss.

| join with other elected officials, community
leaders, and the residents of South Central,
Watts and South Los Angeles in paying hom-
age to our queen, Lillian Mobley.

IN HONOR OF SUE POPP

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sadness that | rise to honor the life of
my good friend, Sue Popp, who passed away
on July 11, 2011, in Sacramento, California.
Sue was not only a close friend of mine, and
someone | knew for almost 40 years, but she
was a friend to Sacramento—someone who
spent her life dedicated to public service, pro-
viding for others, and championing causes for
the less fortunate.

Born in 1938 to a prominent Sacramento
family, Sue spared no expense to help provide
for those she cared for. Her entire life was
dedicated to her friends and the people she
loved. If she saw the good in you, you had a
friend and defender for life.

Sue was a dedicated humanitarian as well
as a trusted friend. She spent a lifetime
chairing many of Sacramento’s non-profit
boards, raising money for her favorite char-
ities, and serving her community. No effort
was more important to her than the plight of
Sacramento’s youth. She developed a close
bond to the children of Sacramento early in
her philanthropic life. This spirit of generosity
carried with her as she served in the Stanford
Home for Children, Junior League, Fairytale
Town, Capitol Public Radio, the Crocker Art
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Museum, and the Sacramento Country Day
School Auction, where | had the distinct honor
to serve with Sue as her co-chair.

Without a doubt, Sue was one of the most
dynamic women | have ever had the privilege
to know. Her passing leaves a tremendous
void in Sacramento, both in terms of her un-
wavering dedication to improve the lives of
those she touched, but also in terms of her
sheer presence. The warmth and generosity
Sue exuded to friend and stranger alike is sel-
dom seen in today’s world. We will be hard-
pressed to replace it. She was truly a friend to
Sacramento—one that will be dearly missed
by all.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the life of Sue Popp—someone
who dedicated her life to doing what was right,
and serving others. She leaves a legacy of
boundless generosity, charisma, energy, and
class. We should each aspire to follow her ex-
ample in our own lives, both professionally
and personally. | will miss her dearly, and pray
that her son, Curtis, his wife, Susan, and her
grandchildren, Fletcher and Olivia, will find
comfort in the fact that Sue provided so much
love and kindness to those of us who had the
honor to share in her life.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 37TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE TURKISH IN-
VASION OF CYPRUS

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to commemorate the 37th anniver-
sary of the Turkish invasion of Cyprus and to
remember this tragic event for the Greek Cyp-
riot people.

The commemoration of the 1974 Turkish
military invasion of the island of Cyprus serves
as a solemn reminder for all freedom-loving
people to mourn those who lost their lives in
the invasion and to condemn the ongoing
Turkish occupation. For the past 37 years, Cy-
prus has endured the illegal military occupa-
tion of over one third of its territory by the
Turkish armed forces, an occupation which
stands in violation of more than 75 U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolutions calling for the with-
drawal of Turkish troops. Despite this unjust
infingement upon Cyprus, both the United
States and the Cypriot governments remain
committed to achieving a peaceful resolution
of this dispute through diplomatic negotiations.

The strong relationship between the United
States and Cyprus is not based solely on a
shared interest in ending the Turkish occupa-
tion of Cyprus, but also on the fact that both
countries share a deep and abiding commit-
ment to upholding the ideals of freedom, de-
mocracy, justice, human rights, and the inter-
national rule of law. The United States and the
rest of the international community have a
moral obligation to stand with Cypriots as they
work to reunify their island and end the Turk-
ish military occupation.

As a friend of Cyprus, | will continue to work
with my colleagues to realize a reunification of
the island as a bi-communal and bi-zonal fed-
eration that will protect the human rights and
fundamental freedoms of all Cypriots. How-
ever, any solution must include a prompt with-
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drawal of Turkish occupation forces. Cypriot
President Demetris Christofias remains com-
mitted to negotiating a just, viable solution to
this problem in accordance with the many
U.N. Security Council Resolutions adopted on
this issue since 1974, with the High Level
Agreements of 1977 and 1979, and on the
basis of the ideals and principles upon which
the European Union was founded.

Mr. Speaker, today | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the 37th anniversary of
this violent invasion that brutally divided the is-
land nation of Cyprus, and to encourage Turk-
ish Cypriot leaders to negotiate in good faith
with their Greek Cypriot counterparts to settle
this dispute and to develop a plan for reunifi-
cation that addresses the serious concerns of
all Cypriots. The reunification of Cyprus must
remain a priority for this Congress and for the
international community. On this important an-
niversary, we mourn the deaths of those killed
in the invasion and the lost opportunities for
reunification over the years, but we look for-
ward to a future of a reunited and peaceful
Cyprus.

CELEBRATING THE REVIVAL OF
“THE RICKEY”

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask the
House to join me in celebrating the revival of
“The Rickey,” a cocktail of Presidents and
Members of Congress who, in the 1880s, fre-
quented Shoemaker’s Bar, which today is the
home of the J.W. Marriott Hotel, near the
White House.

The invention of The Rickey, made with a
combination of gin or bourbon, half a lime, ice,
and sparkling water, is attributed to Colonel
Joe Rickey. The cocktail became well known
nationally, appears in cocktail books, and was
recently named the District of Columbia’s na-
tive cocktail in a resolution introduced by D.C.
Council member Jack Evans and approved by
the D.C. Council.

This week at the J.W. Marriott, D.C. resi-
dents celebrated The Rickey as | unveiled a
plaque commemorating it as a part of the
city’s rich history. Much of the energy for the
revival of The Rickey as D.C.’s cocktail was
driven by Garrett Peck, author of “Prohibition
in Washington, DC: How Dry We Weren't,”
and Bob Madigan, who acted as emcee at the
celebration.

As Congress tries to reach a sensible com-
promise on the debt limit, we would do well to
remember The Rickey, the drink dejour at a
time when Presidents, Members of Congress,
and members of the press on “Newspaper
Row,” as that part of 14th Street was known,
drank together and enjoyed good relations. Let
us take the spirit of The Rickey to heart this
week and settle our debt-limit differences.
Having a Rickey might even help.

| ask the House to join me in commending
the J.W. Marriott for their recognition of the
political history of the city, especially to a part
of Washington’s history that will humanize
politicians.
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HONORING DAN AGUILAR

HON. THOMAS J. ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 22, 2011

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
honor that | rise to pay tribute to a true Amer-
ican hero, Dan Aguilar of Palm City, Florida.
Dan has been awarded the Silver Plague
International Alpine Solidarity Award, given to
individuals who have risked their lives to save
others in dangerous mountain accidents. Dan
is a well-known mountain rescuer who de-
serves both the admiration and praise of this
body.

Dan grew up in Dallas, Texas, where he re-
sided for 18 years. After graduating from
Crozier Tech High School, he served in the
U.S. Army for four years. Upon returning to
the United States, he moved to Vail where he
began his renowned career in mountain res-
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cue. Dan’s love for the mountains has seen
him travel the globe and conquer the most
dangerous alpine trails in the world. What's
more, his mountain climbing adventures have
taken him to Mexico, Ecuador, Alaska and Ar-
gentina. But it is not his accomplishments as
a climber or mountain hiker that have earned
him this prestigious award, but rather it is his
courage as a mountain rescuer.

In the early 1980s Dan suffered the crush-
ing loss of a dear friend that completely
changed his view of climbing. For some time
he was unable to even fathom climbing again,
but this experience eventually drove him to the
line of work that has made him a living legend.
Through his dedication and perseverance he
became a valuable member of the Vail Moun-
tain Rescue Group for nearly 2 decades.

For Dan, saving the life of another seemed
to come naturally. In fact, the Silver Plaque
International Alpine Solidarity Award is not the
first time he has received recognition for his
devotion to helping others. He has also been
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awarded the Mountain Rescue Association’s
Outstanding Individual Service Award. In all, it
is estimated that Dan has been involved in
around 500 different rescue missions, since
his involvement with Mountain Rescue. His
advanced rescue skills have also been utilized
in rescues on Mt. Rainier in Washington, the
Pamirs in Russia, and the Aconcogua in South
America.

Dan’s commitment and incredible compas-
sion to help others have earned him a leg-
endary reputation and the admiration of peo-
ple around the world. According to Tim
Cochrane, a fellow member of Mountain Res-
cue, “Aguilar is the first volunteer rescuer in
North America to win the award.”

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the State of Flor-
ida and U.S. Congress, | congratulate Dan on
this distinguished and well-deserved award.
He is an American who deserves our gratitude
and praise.

Dan, your community, State, and Nation are
proud of you!
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