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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

COMMEMORATING THE 300TH
BIRTHDAY OF HENRY MELCHIOR
MUHLENBERG

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join The Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Philadelphia, the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, and the Franke Foundations of
Halle, Germany and Muhlenberg College of
Allentown, in commemorating the 300th anni-
versary of the birth of Henry Melchior Muhlen-
berg.

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg was born in
Einbeck, Germany on September 6th, 1711. In
1742, the Franke Foundations of Halle (Ger-
many) sent Muhlenberg to be pastor of con-
gregations in Pennsylvania, located in Phila-
delphia, Trappe and New Hanover. In 1748,
Muhlenberg organized the Pennsylvania
Ministerium, the first Lutheran denomination in
the New World. Through his writings and
works, Muhlenberg became the most influen-
tial German-American Lutheran clergyman in
colonial America, establishing or assisting con-
gregations throughout the region. One of his
sons, John Peter Gabriel, served as a Revolu-
tionary War general and another, Frederick
Augustus, as the first speaker of the U.S.
House of Representatives.

Today, Henry Melchior Muhlenberg’s legacy
continues through the nearly 4,000 persons
The Lutheran Theological Seminary has
trained for the public ministry throughout the
United States and around the world. With a
current enrollment of over 350 students from
thirty Christian denominations, LTSP is a
major educational institution in the Philadel-
phia region and continues to celebrate its ties
to the Muhlenberg tradition.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in celebrating the life and accom-
plishments of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg on
the occasion of the 300th anniversary of his
birth and to extend best wishes to The Lu-
theran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia,
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
and the Franke Foundations of Halle, Ger-
many and Muhlenberg College of Allentown
on this celebratory occasion.

RECOGNIZING S&W CONTRACTING
OF WESTERN NEW  YORK’S
ACHIEVEMENTS

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of S&W Contracting, a successful local
business, which recently landed at No. 47 on
this year’s Fortune Magazine Inner City 100, a
list of the country’s 100 fastest-growing inner
city businesses.

Shandra Spicer, the company’s president
and CEO was recognized last year during Mi-
nority Enterprise Development Week as Minor-
ity Small Business Person of the Year for the
Small Business Association’s Buffalo District
and Region I, including New York, New Jer-
sey, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

S&W Contracting of Western New York was
founded in 1999 by Shandra Spicer and her
parents. They began as a small company that
cleaned and painted units in Buffalo’s Old First
Ward area apartment complexes.

About one decade later S&W had grown
into a general construction contractor and
commercial janitorial services company with
27 employees and revenue of 1.7 million. The
company saw profits of $2.1 million in 2010.
At age 22, Shandra Spicer became the CEO
and President of S&W Contracting, a testa-
ment to her maturity and strong business
sense at a young age.

In twelve years of business, S&W Con-
tracting has secured some choice construction
contracts, including work for Erie County Buf-
falo Public Schools and the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers.

Shandra Spicer graduated from the Univer-
sity at Buffalo all State Minority and Women
Emerging  Entrepreneurs  program  and
LPCiminelli’'s Emerging Contractor Mentor Pro-
gram; she regularly attends workshops at the
Women’s Business Center at Canisius Col-
lege.

Ms. Spicer advises other contractors to in-
vest in their infrastructure, understand devel-
opers and their mission, and build relation-
ships. S&W has clearly built relationships and
put in the hard work necessary to secure con-
tracts based on merit, a valuable message for
any local business in today’s economy.

It is with great pride that | stand today to
recognize the achievements of S&W Con-
tracting, under the leadership of Shandra
Spicer, an inspiration to our community.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF CHIEF
RICHARD LASKY

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Fire Chief Richard Lasky of
Lewisville, Texas for his 30-year commitment
to the fire rescue service and to celebrate his
retirement.

Chief Lasky began his career as a firefighter
in the outskirts of Chicago, where he also
taught for the University of lllinois Fire Service
Institute and at the lllinois Fire Chiefs’ Asso-
ciation. There, Chief Lasky received the 1996
International Society of Fire Service Instruc-
tors’ prestigious “Innovator of The Year”
award. He has been a trail blazer in learning
and leading on the job ever since.

Chief Lasky later moved to Lewisville where
he continued his career in the fire service. He

has held numerous positions in the fire service
including earning the distinguished title of
command-level officer. Although he has held
many positions in the fire and police service,
Chief Lasky is best known as being a family
man whether at home or at the station.

Soon after he began his position in
Lewisville, tragedy struck our great Nation on
September 11, 2001 when the World Trade
Centers were attacked. Chief Lasky came to
the aid of his fire fighter brethren in New York
City.

In addition to his tenure as a firefighter,
Chief Lasky has also experienced a success-
ful career as both a motivational speaker and
an author. He has written over 150 technical
articles and published a best-selling book enti-
tled “Pride and Ownership: A Firefighter's
Love of the Job.”

To add to his already impressive career,
Chief Lasky also works as a co-host for the
radio show “The Command Post” heard on
the Fire Engineering Talk Radio.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
this exceptionally courageous patriot and his
professional and personal dedication to our
community. It is my honor to represent him in
the U.S. House of Representatives.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF FRED
DONALD “DON” GIACOMAZZI

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Fred Donald “Don”
Giacomazzi, who passed away on August 18,
2011 at the age of seventy-three. Don was a
distinguished dairyman and community leader
who always placed the utmost importance on
kinship, family, and friends.

Don was born on October 26, 1937 to Fred
and Lilia Giacomazzi in Hanford, California.
He grew up working on his family’s dairy,
which was established by his grandfather,
Luigi Giacomazzi in 1893, and is one of the
oldest operating dairies in California. He be-
came active in the family business and
learned the value of hard work early in his
childhood. Don also became active in 4-H and
the Future Farmers of America during his
youth, demonstrating his passion for agri-
culture.

Upon graduating from Hanford High School
in 1955, Don studied at College of the Se-
quoias, and then transferred to California
State University, Fresno, where he was a
member of the Sigma Chi fraternity. Years
later, in 1966, Don married Jacqueline Giglio
and they had four children and five grand-
children.

Don spent his adult life as a farmer in Kings
County, California. In 1969, he and his father
formed Don and Fred Giacomazzi Farms,
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which is currently run by Don’s son, Dino, pro-
ducing a fourth-generation family dairy oper-
ation. Don’s passion and commitment to agri-
culture was evident in his enthusiastic mem-
bership and leadership within a number of
dairy organizations. Don was a member of the
Dairy Herd Improvement Association for 22
years and served as president for five years,
a member of the California Milk Advisory
Board for 12 years, and chairman of the Kings
County Western United Dairymen for four
years. In addition, his family was named Dairy
Family of the Year in 1998. In 2008, he and
his wife Jackie were honored as the Distin-
guished Dairy Couple at the 52nd annual Sa-
lute to the Dairy Industry Dinner in Hanford,
California.

A truly notable son of the San Joaquin Val-
ley, Don also found time to enrich the commu-
nity as a member of the Kings County Citizens
for a Healthy Environment. Balancing his time
and service to dairy and agriculture issues,
Don also served as a member of the school
board for 30 years and 4—H club leader, clear-
ly exhibiting his personal vested interest in
youth and education programs in agriculture.

Whether he was spending time with his fam-
ily and friends, or serving our community, Don
will be remembered as a man filled with com-
passion and joy. He is survived by his wife of
48 years, Jackie; his mother Lilia; his four chil-
dren Gina, Dino, Cara, and Mia; sister Patri-
cia; five grandchildren; and many loving aunts,
uncles, and cousins.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to the life of Fred Donald
“Don” Giacomazzi, an honorable and re-
spected man with an unwavering commitment
to our community and his loving family.

HONORING “REMEMBER THEM:
CHAMPIONS FOR HUMANITY”’

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
an extraordinary and historic event taking
place in California’s Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict, the official unveiling of master artist Mario
Chiodo’s world-class bronze monument Re-
member Them: Champions for Humanity in
Oakland’s new Henry J. Kaiser Sculpture
Park.

Originating as a heartfelt response to the
tragic events of September 11, 2001, Mr.
Chiodo’s masterpiece honors 25 world-re-
nowned humanitarians who boldly championed
human rights despite hardship, barriers and
personal risk. In the last decade, many in our
community have helped to bring Remember
Them to fruition. With the collaborative effort
of private and corporate donors under the
Oakland Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce
Foundation, Mr. Chiodo’s vision has grown to
include additional tributes to 14 local Bay Area
activists. Remember Them is a source of Oak-
land pride and a powerful symbol of human al-
truism, sacrifice and resilience.

As we celebrate the three-section debut of
the four-piece, 1,000-square-foot monument,
we recognize that this magnificent work of art
is not only the largest bronze sculpture in the
West. It is a lasting, living legacy that will em-
power future generations to come. For exam-
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ple, Remember Them is already part of a K—
12 education curriculum developed with Stan-
ford University’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Re-
search and Education Institute as part of its
Global Liberation Project. Thousands of young
people in the Bay Area and throughout the
country will have multi-faceted, hands-on ac-
cess to the United States’ first large-scale
monument to promote global diversity and cel-
ebrate international humanitarians as a group.
Another groundbreaking Remember Them fea-
ture is its unique access for visually impaired
persons, including information in Braille. More-
over, a small-scale casting of the monument
will be on permanent display in the National
Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, Tennessee.

The 25 global humanitarians who are hon-
ored today, and who will continue to inspire
the hearts and minds of our young people, are
(in alphabetical order) The Rev. Ralph David
Abernathy, Maya Angelou, Susan B. Anthony,
Ruby Bridges, Cesar Chavez, Chief Joseph,
Head of the Nez Perce Nation, Sir Winston
Churchill, Frederick Douglass, Shirin Ebadi,
Mahatma Gandhi, Helen Keller, Coretta Scott
King, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Abraham Lincoln, Nelson Mandela, Harvey
Milk, Mother Teresa, Rosa Parks, Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, Oskar Schindler, Thich
Nhat Hanh, Rigoberta Menchu Turn, The Un-
known Rebel of Tiananmen Square, Elie
Wiesel, and Malcolm X.

The many names and faces of Remember
Them represent our vast global community
and the beauty of our differences. Yet, more
importantly, they remind us of what we share
in common: the capacity to demonstrate ex-
traordinary acts of human decency in the face
of injustice and iniquity. In fact, this monument
is designed on a spiraling axis that emulates
the helix of humans’ common DNA. Therefore,
as we commemorate those who have made
larger-than-life contributions to social justice,
let us be reminded that we are well-equipped
to follow suit.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
Ninth Congressional District, | would like to sa-
lute all who have contributed to the success of
Mario Chiodo’s Remember Them: Champions
for Humanity. Thank you for your service to
our community, and for ensuring that peace
and social justice are a lasting symbol in our
daily lives.

———

CONGRATULATIONS EDWARDS
FAMILY

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | am happy to congratulate my good
friends Shawn and Susann Edwards on the
birth of their son Robert Lacy Edwards. Robert
was born on Monday, August 22, 2011, at
5:36 p.m.

Robert Lacy Edwards is seven pounds and
eight ounces of pride and joy to his loving
grandparents, Gerald Robert and Marsha Mil-
ler of Simpsonville, South Carolina, and Lacy
and Pauline Edwards of Marion, South Caro-
lina. | am so excited for this new blessing to
the Edwards family and wish them all the best.
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HONORING GREGORY WAYNE
MEYER, M.D.

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor the life of a beloved
doctor in the Merced Community, Gregory
Wayne Meyer, M.D.

Gregory Wayne Meyer, M.D. was born in
1957 in Merced, California and died at the age
of 53 after a tragic hiking accident on June 29,
2011 in Yosemite National Park. A family lost
more than a husband, father, son and brother
when Dr. Meyer died while trying to rescue a
friend and colleague in Hetch Hetchy, Yosem-
ite National Park.

Dr. Meyer, 53, and physician assistant Rich-
ard Fox, 53, were swept to their deaths while
trying to cross a bridge at Wapama Falls,
which was swollen by near-record ice melt
and an unseasonably late thunderstorm.
Meyer was trying to save Fox, who was over-
taken by rushing water according to Paula
Meyer who survived the accident.

The Meyer family lost a budding rancher, a
gourmet cook, the driver of a battered 69
green pickup, a tree grower, a pie baker, a
wine connoisseur, an ice cream maker and a
man whose trademark under pressure was
striving to be the calmest man in the ER. Greg
touched all those around him with a special
sense of “grace and elegance,” which is how
he defined a “great” practitioner of emergency
medicine, which is what he did at Presbyterian
Intercommunity Hospital in Whittier.

That's where the Merced High graduate met
his wife, Paula, in 1997, when he was a doc-
tor and she was a physician assistant. It
wasn’t love at first sight—“we bonded over
cooking,” she recalls—but after they were
married in 2006, they became inseparable and
expanded their joy with twin daughters, Kate
and Emily, in 2008.

His parents think back to a boy who bor-
rowed $140 from his dad at age 8 to buy a
Hereford bull. He saved nickels from his allow-
ance to pay back the loan, with 1 percent in-
terest, until his dad finally told him he could
pay him in full when he sold Cheyenne, the
bull. “He had 30 head of cattle when he went
to college,” his mom remembers.

And Paula, Texas-born but Southern Cali-
fornia-bred, had no clue that the guy who took
her to lunch at the Bel Air Hotel in L.A. for
their first date was more comfortable riding in
the “Green Beast” pickup, wearing an old
straw Stetson hat and muddy work boots. “Bet
you never thought when you met me you'd get
cow bleep on your shoes,” he told her after
one of their trips back to Merced. It was also
on a visit to Merced that he took her to the
Branding Iron and they dined under his own
brand.

He blended a high-profile career in emer-
gency medicine with a down-home love of the
ranch. Paula used to surprise and entertain
friends at the ER with photos of the two of
them in Merced, hauling compost and working
the land. In recent years, they’d begun to
spend two weeks in Whittier and two weeks in
Merced, at the 17-acre ranch where he plant-
ed oak, peach, almond, cherry and plum trees.
“He was living his dream,” his mom says.
Adds Paula: “We had a charmed and beautiful
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life. I've never met anybody who had a
happier childhood and lived everyday to the
fullest.”

Greg was an Elks member, donated to the
Merced Theater restoration project, contrib-
uted to the Presbyterian Intercommunity Hos-
pital Foundation in Whittier as well as to
Mercy Medical Center Merced although his
own medical partnership was in Southern Cali-
fornia.

He learned to cook and loved it. Their ba-
bies’ first solid food was fresh steamed broc-
coli and rutabagas he’d grown. With good food
came good wine, and although he wasn’'t a
snob, he liked to pick wines he liked. Years
ago, he proposed to Paula at Hetch Hetchy
after telling her to come look at some ‘“varie-
gated stones” in the water—and the ruby one
was a bottle of Peter Michael wine. Two days
before he died, he reproposed to her, using
the same ploy and the same wine, while ask-
ing if she knew everything she knew now back
when he first asked her to marry him, would
she have done it? “Oh yes,” she told him. “I
had no doubts in how much | was loved.”

Greg was all-Merced through and through, a
career lifesaver and a hero to many. One of
his partners says that although there were 13
doctors in the Whittier partnership, Greg was
an “influential de facto leader. He had this
ability to get in there and work with all the
partners.” One of them, Dennis Conneen, was
on a 10-day religious retreat in England, broke
off his trip after two days and flew back to
California when he heard Greg had died. He
was a cherished friend of Greg’s and delivered
a beautiful eulogy at Greg’s memorial service
in Whittier.

Greg is survived by his wife, Paula, his twin
daughters Kate and Emily, his parents, Chuck
and Annetta Meyer of Merced and sister;
Kellee Meyer and her husband Doug Brown,
also from Merced, his grandmother, Mary
Wood, his aunt, Myrna Akins, of McHenry, IL
and three cousins, Andrea Akins Berrett of
Arrington, TN, Angela Smith of Rancho Santa
Margarita, CA, and Aric Akins of Poplar
Grove, IL and their respective spouses and
children. Greg was predeceased by his grand-
father, Iris (Spud) Wood, who was extremely
inspirational to Greg in both his love of the
outdoors and farm life.

Greg attended Merced High School, Univer-
sity of California at Irvine for both his under-
graduate and medical degrees. He completed
his internship and residency in Emergency
Medicine at Harbor UCLA in Los Angeles, and
a fellowship in Hyperbaric Medicine at Long
Beach Memorial, Long Beach, CA.

Greg’s family is profoundly grateful to Mark
Alee, the California Conservation Corps pro-
fessional who bravely risked his life trying to
save Ric and Greg. Paula acknowledges she
may not be alive today if it weren’t for Mark’s
selfless act of heroism, quick physical strength
and his strength of character. Steve Yu, the
lead investigator, Rebecca Lund, the family
liason, both with the National Park Service
have treated our family with unusual kindness
and respect throughout this tragedy. We also
are grateful for the many men and women
who searched tirelessly for Greg after the ac-
cident under extreme conditions.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Gregory Wayne Meyer, M.D. for his unwaver-
ing leadership, and recognizing his accom-
plishments and contributions to the Merced
Community. The life of Dr. Meyer serves as
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an example of excellence to those in our com-
munity, and his legacy will not be soon forgot-
ten.

———

HONORING COLONEL GREGORY B.
CANNEY

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor and highlight the distinguished
career of Colonel Gregory B. Canney. Colonel
Canney’s career spanned 26 years that began
in Florida at Eglin Air Force Base and ended
in Tampa at MacDill Air Force Base.

Colonel Gregory B. Canney is the Com-
mander, 6th Dental Squadron, MacDill Air
Force Base, Florida. As the Commander,
Colonel Canney was responsible for providing
top quality dental restorative and preventive
care to the 6th Mobility Wing and its 36 mis-
sion partners. Colonel Canney ensured the
world-wide deployment of over 10,000 active
duty members from the 6th Air Mobility Wing
and two combatant commands. Colonel
Canney interfaced with command, wing, group
and squadron leaders on dental matters and
managed a $400,000 annual budget and
53,486 annual dental visits.

Colonel Canney was born in Groton, Con-
necticut. He completed his undergraduate
education at Franklin and Marshall College,
Lancaster, PA. He entered the Air Force di-
rectly from the University of Connecticut,
School of Dental Medicine in 1980 and served
10 years. After a break in service, he resumed
his Air Force career in 1995 and has enjoyed
a total of 8 assignments. He is guided by the
credo “attitude is everything.”

Living by that credo is what led Colonel
Canney to receive several major awards and
decorations such as the Meritorious Service
Medal with two oak leaf clusters. As the Dep-
uty Group Commander for the 6th Medical
Group, Colonel Canney has directly impacted
the careers of hundreds of troops in all
Healthcare Corps and will influence several
generations beyond the tenure of his career.

The Tampa community and MacDill Air
Force Base are proud to recognize Colonel
Canney for his outstanding career and his
many significant contributions to the Air Force
and our country. His determination and hard
work have made him an inspirational leader
within our Nation’s Armed Services. | ask that
you and all Americans recognize such a re-
markable patriot for his service to his country.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. ERNEST
L. THOMAS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Ernest L. Thomas for his career
and commitment in academia and educating
America’s youth.

Dr. Thomas, who has been the President at
Tarrant County College South Campus since
1998, graduated with a major in Sociology
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from Washington State in 1971. He received
his master’s from the University of Massachu-
setts in 1976 and his doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin in the Community
College Leadership Program in 1996.

From 1975 to 1990, Dr. Thomas was the Di-
rector of Educational Support Programs and
Dean of Student Development at Evergreen
State College in Olympia, Washington. Before
holding his current position, Dr. Thomas was
the Vice-President of Student Development at
Brookhaven College in the Dallas County
Community College District for almost eight
years.

Dr. Thomas has been involved with numer-
ous professional committees and organiza-
tions including the American Association of
Community Colleges and the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board.

In addition to his professional involvement,
Dr. Thomas is actively involved with several
community and civic organizations such as the
Fort Worth Independent School District and
the Fort Worth Metropolitan Black Chamber of
Commerce where he served as the Chairman
of the Board of Directors for nearly five years.
In addition, Dr. Thomas serves as a motiva-
tional speaker for numerous community
events.

Dr. Thomas’ outstanding service has been
well documented and has earned him a long
list of achievements and awards. These hon-
ors include the Kellogg Fellow Award from the
Community College Leadership Program of
the University of Texas at Austin, and the Sil-
ver Scholar award from the Texas Association
of Black Personnel in Higher Education.
Please join me in recognizing and thanking
this exceptional educator and community lead-
er and his lifelong commitment to education.

BILL MATTOS RECOGNITION
HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, it is with the
greatest respect that | rise today to recognize
my friend, Bill Mattos, who is being recognized
with the Golden Rooster Award from the Cali-
fornia Poultry Federation for his outstanding
service to California’s Poultry Industry and
whose dedication and inspiration is an exam-
ple for all of us to follow.

Bill was born and raised on a farm in
Stanislaus County. He is an honors graduate
of California Polytechnic State University, San
Luis Obispo where he was named Out-
standing Graduate in Journalism. He also
holds a Master's degree in Agricultural Jour-
nalism from the University of Wisconsin—Madi-
son. He currently lives in Newman and is the
proud father to two daughters, Toni and Nat-
alie.

Bill was the Founder and former President
of Mattos Newspapers, Inc., where he oper-
ated a local newspaper and printing company
for 30 years. He currently hosts a cable tele-
vision program, “Westside Stories,” which fea-
tures monthly interviews with elected officials,
non-profit executives and leaders throughout
Stanislaus and Merced County communities.

Bill has served our community through
many different facets of government and com-
munity service. Bill was appointed by the Gov-
ernor to the Stanislaus County Fair Board and
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has been working extensively on livestock and
fair issues for the last 17 years. Prior to his
appointment, Bill was a former Stanislaus
County Supervisor. He also worked for the
USDA Undersecretary Earl Butz and served
as a White House Intern in the Nixon Adminis-
tration.

Bill is the current President of the California
Poultry Federation where he manages the af-
fairs of the meat poultry industry with empha-
sis in governmental relations, public affairs,
public relations, animal welfare and marketing.
He also works with agricultural and business
groups throughout the West Coast as well as
Washington, DC to promote and advocate for
business and industry in California. Bill is
known across the nation as a leader on poul-
try issues and his effectiveness has been crit-
ical to the success and growth of the Cali-
fornia Poultry Federation.

Bill takes an active role in his local commu-
nity in addition to his commitments with the
California Poultry Federation. He is a past
chairman of the Doctors Medical Center Board
of Governors, Past President of the Stanislaus
State University Foundation Board, member of
the Dean’s Advisory Board of the School of
Agriculture at the University of California,
Davis, Executive Committee Member of the
Valley Coalition for UC Merced’s Medical
School, Former President of the Newman Ro-
tary and the Newman Chamber of Commerce,
and Former California Chairman of the Na-
tional Newspaper Association.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring my good friend, Mr. Bill
Mattos, for his leadership, dedication, and out-
standing service to our community and the
California Poultry Federation.

HONORING BARBARA HAILE
HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor and celebrate a dedicated public serv-
ant and my longtime staffer and friend, Bar-
bara Haile.

Barbara Haile would make a good book.
Each chapter could start with, “When | had
dinner with . . .” Unfortunately, many of those
passages would be left out because she could
recognize their faces but not always their
names. Some dinner stories would start with
professional athletes, such as Baseball Hall of
Famers Willie Mays and Willie McCovey or
they would end with after dinner taxi rides with
people like Norman Mailer arguing with one of
his many wives. If you drop a name of an
iconic American in the last half century, it's a
good bet Barbara knew them or at least had
dinner with them.

Her life story took her from Jamaica to the
United Nations in New York, to Saudi Arabia
to San Francisco during the late 60s, eventu-
ally landing in San Luis Obispo with her hus-
band Allen Haile and two children, Jonathan
and Courtney.

And speaking of books, Barbara can recite
the Good Book from memory and may break
out singing an old-time hymnal, though she
would never describe herself as a religious
woman, just the product of a traditional Jamai-
can upbringing. Whether the results of her tra-
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ditional Jamaican work ethic or her life experi-
ences she could also write a how-to on help-
ing those in need.

The consummate caseworker, Barbara’s
name is known throughout federal government
agencies. If you work in one of my offices and
have the occasion to speak with a Federal so-
cial service agency you will eventually be
asked, “Oh, Representative Capps’s office. Do
you work with Barbara Haile?” It is not be-
cause she had dinner with these folks but be-
cause she is a caseworker extraordinaire who
found ways to help people who had given up
hope.

Barbara Haile was the last hope for many
people facing walls of bureaucracy and red
tape or those without options until she au-
thored one of her countless letters. Her tenac-
ity for helping those in need likely led to offi-
cials trying to find a way to help because they
knew she would not go away. While her
countless stories of finding homeless veterans
a place to live, getting seniors needed
healthcare or assisting immigrants to become
American citizens are confidential, the volume
of files on her cases would make Superman,
possibly a dinner guest, cringe at moving her
cabinets to make room for more.

Barbara will be sorely missed not only by
me but by the entire community of the Central
Coast of California. Not only has her hard
work helped countless constituents but she is
a true example of a dedicated public servant.
Her service and diligence to both me and my
late husband Walter—and, most importantly,
to the constituents we serve—will not be for-
gotten. | am honored to have worked with her,
and proud to call her my friend.

——
CONGRATULATING BECKWOOD
SERVICES, INC. ON RECEIVING

THE RAYTHEON FIVE STAR SUP-
PLIER EXCELLENCE AWARD

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | congratulate Beckwood Serv-
ices, Inc. on receiving the Raytheon Five Star
Supplier Excellence Award. This is truly a
prestigious honor as only fourteen other sup-
pliers have been recognized at the five star
level for their excellence in on time delivery
measures, sustained performance on quality,
and commitment to continuous process and
quality improvement. They have stood out
time and again as a great company and a
leader in the defense industry for both New
Hampshire and the country.

New Hampshire is proud to have them in
Plaistow, furthering their work and adding to
the local community. Most importantly, we are
honored to have Beckwood Services sup-
porting the mission of our service men and
women in the United States Armed Forces.
Your work helps support their mission and
keeps them safe, and we are grateful that our
military is supported by the quality products
you manufacture.

| congratulate Beckwood Services, Inc. for
receiving this award and for their outstanding
leadership in the field of defense systems. |
wish you all the best for continued success in
the future.
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RECOGNITION OF REX FERRY

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | stand be-
fore you this evening in recognition of a truly
great American, Rex Ferry, who has served as
President of Valley Electrical Consolidated,
Inc. and Evets Electrical, both headquartered
in Girard, Ohio. | wish to recognize him for his
extraordinary service, for the past 3 years,
serving as President of the National Electrical
Contractors Association, NECA.

There are many things that impress and
amaze me about Rex Ferry. First among them
is that he grew up in the trade and worked
hard to build up the necessary resources and
assets to eventually own his own company
and become an electrical contractor. He
began his career as an apprentice with the
IBEW Local 573 in Warren, Ohio. He worked
in many areas of electrical construction and
purchased Valley Electrical in 1990 and later
added Evets Electric to his management port-
folio in 20086.

Also high on the list of Rex’s strong at-
tributes are his family and his faith. He has
been married to Mary, his high school sweet-
heart, for over 30 years. Additionally, his com-
pany is family-owned and operated as his
daughter and sons-in-law all work for his com-
pany.

There is an old saying that leaders rise up
in times of crisis and if that saying holds true,
there is no one | know who has demonstrated
a capacity to lead through difficult times quite
like Rex Ferry. NECA and its member compa-
nies were not and are not immune to the chal-
lenging economic times with construction
nearly grinding to a halt. | know this has
weighed on him tremendously during his ten-
ure. But as I've grown to enjoy Rex’s company
over the past years, I've known him to be one
of the most optimistic business leaders
around.

| know he has appeared at many local and
national NECA meetings where he has been
called upon to deliver one of his infamous
‘pep’ talks where groups became accustomed
to his legendary “Magic Wand.” He welcomes
the opportunity to report on the significant
challenges not only facing his company, but
also, the electrical contracting industry. He has
challenged business leaders from around the
country to adapt to a changing economic envi-
ronment. He has implemented a variety of
changes at NECA including, but not limited to,
creation of focus groups to bring out the youth
movement, what he refers to as future lead-
ers, and to encourage women, through instal-
lation of a women’s peer group, to learn about
opportunities in the electrical industry.

Mr. Speaker, | recognize that his tenure will
expire at the end of this year where the lead-
ership reins will turn over to another capable
Ohioan, Dennis Quebe, of Dayton. I'm hon-
ored to recognize Rex this evening for his in-
credible leadership, his passion, his vision,
and for his continued friendship.
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HONORING THE LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the League of Women Voters of Berkeley,
who are celebrating 100 years of women vot-
ing in California, starting with the historic and
narrowly won California State referendum and
the first California Civic League, Berkeley
Forum led by Miss Blanche Morse in 1911. It
is an immense honor to represent Bay Area
communities who have truly been at the fore-
front of a century’s worth of major achieve-
ments in social justice.

Over the years, what is now the League of
Women Voters of Berkeley/Albany/Emeryville,
as well as its sister leagues in Oakland, Pied-
mont, and the surrounding Bay Area, have
worked tirelessly to advocate, educate, and
champion citizens’ informed and active partici-
pation in government and civic affairs.

An expansive and well-organized network of
committed chapters, over 4,000 members in
21 local Leagues comprise the League of
Women Voters of the Bay Area, LWVBA,
which took shape in 1959. On a national
scale, the League of Women Voters of the
United States, LWVUS, was founded during
the 1920 convention of the National American
Woman Suffrage Association, held just six
months before the 19th Amendment was rati-
fied. Thus, after a 72-year struggle, the U.S.
Constitution finally reflected what women in
the Bay Area and California had fought to
achieve a decade earlier.

As members of the League of Women Vot-
ers, you are part of a magnificent legacy. Ad-
ditionally, you have pledged to continue to be
the kind of bold pioneers and astute advo-
cates who led us to this point. Therefore, |
would like to thank you for your dedicated
service in guiding and encouraging our com-
munity toward civic engagement.

Moreover, the League has flexed its power
in shaping public policy through the strength of
its grassroots organization and by maintaining
its important stance of non-partisanship. For
example, the Berkeley, Albany, Emeryville
chapter has worked extensively on advocating
for fair housing and the promotion of social re-
sources, including mental health, education,
juvenile justice, and senior services. Likewise,
the Oakland chapter has been a major advo-
cate for ranked choice voting, quality edu-
cation, and accessible housing. And, the Pied-
mont chapter holds positions in the areas of
social policy, diversity, and natural resources,
to name a few.

On behalf of the residents of California’s 9th
Congressional District, | would like to con-
gratulate you on this milestone and thank you
for the invaluable service you provide to our
community. | wish the League of Women Vot-
ers’ local, State, and national members all the
best as you forge ahead toward another 100
years of protecting the rights of voters, pro-
moting sound policy, and creating a more just
and peaceful world.
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HONORING ADMIRAL ERIC T.
OLSON

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to commend the inspirational leadership of
ADM Eric T. Olson. Admiral Olson’s service is
worthy of recognition by the entire Tampa
community, the United States Armed Services
and every citizen of our great Nation.

A native of Tacoma, Wash., Olson grad-
uated from the United States Naval Academy
in 1973 and qualified as a Naval Special War-
fare, SEAL, officer in 1974. He has served
operationally in an Underwater Demolition
Team, SEAL Team, SEAL Delivery Vehicle
Team, Special Boat Squadron, and at the
Naval Special Warfare Development Group.
He has commanded at every level.

Olson has participated in several conflicts
and contingency operations, and has served
as a SEAL instructor, strategy and tactics de-
velopment officer and joint special operations
staff officer. His overseas assignments include
service as a United Nations military observer
in Israel and Egypt, and as Navy Programs of-
ficer in Tunisia. He served on the Navy staff
as assistant deputy chief of Naval Operations
(Plans, Policy, and Operations).

Olson earned a Master of Arts degree in
National Security Affairs at the Naval Post-
graduate School and studied at the Defense
Language Institute. He is a Joint Specialty offi-
cer and Political-Military Affairs sub-specialist
with emphasis on Africa and the Middle East.
His awards include the Distinguished Service
Medal and Silver Star.

Admiral Olson became the first Navy SEAL
to take the helm at Special Operations Com-
mand. It is only befitting that such a decorated
and committed SEAL played an integral role in
the successful raid on the Abbottabad com-
pound that ended the search for Osama bin
Laden. In addition to being the first three- and
four-star Navy SEAL, Admiral Olson is cur-
rently the Bull Frog, the longest serving Navy
SEAL still on duty. At four-star flag rank,
Olson is the highest ranking Navy SEAL to
hold the Bull Frog title.

The Tampa community and MacDill Air
Force Base are proud to recognize Admiral
Olson for his outstanding career and his many
significant contributions to the Navy and our
country. His determination and hard work have
made him an inspirational leader within our
Nation’s Armed Services.

———————

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
JESSE E. COOLEY, JR.

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Jesse E. Cooley, Jr.,
who passed away on July 20, 2011 at the age
of 79. He will be remembered for his savvy
business sense, impressive musical abilities,
and his great service to Central Valley fami-
lies.

Jesse E. Cooley, Jr. was born on November
2, 1931 in Fresno, California. He attended Edi-

E1545

son High School where he was class presi-
dent, played on the football team, ran for the
track and field team, sang as a member of the
Boys Glee Club, and played as lead drummer
for the school band.

Upon graduating from high school, Mr.
Cooley embraced his passion for music. He
found work playing as a member of the Cal
Tjader jazz band, which served as the begin-
ning of his music career. His talent provided
him the opportunity to play with jazz legends
including Lionel Hampton, Count Basie, and
Jack Teagarden.

In addition to having an impressive musical
repertoire, Mr. Cooley was also a proud and
respected businessman. Mr. Cooley’s father,
Jesse E. Cooley, Sr., opened the first Black-
owned mortuary in the San Joaquin Valley. In
1953, Mr. Cooley followed in his father’s foot-
steps when he teamed up with his business
partner, Andrew Riolo, and opened the first
Black-owned mortuary in Solono County, Cali-
fornia. Three years later, Mr. Cooley returned
to Fresno and immersed himself in the family
business. In 1959, Mr. Cooley and his father
opened the second branch of their business in
Bakersfield, California to serve the residents of
the southern Central Valley. The family busi-
ness expanded north in 1971 when they
opened a third location in Stockton, California.

As a member of the San Joaquin Valley
business community for more than 50 years,
Mr. Cooley was able to help thousands of indi-
viduals during times of great sadness. The
great amount of trust Central Valley families
placed in Mr. Cooley and his business is ex-
emplified by the 10,000 services he hosted;
most notably, the family of civil rights activist
César E. Chavez and the family of Major Gen-
eral Vang Pao.

Whether he was playing music for his family
and friends, or serving our community, Mr.
Cooley will be remembered as a man filled
with compassion and joy. He was preceded in
death by his son, Jesse E. Cooley Ill. He is
survived by his wife Barbara Taylor-Cooley;
sons, Stephen R. Cooley, David A. Cooley,
Phillip M. Cooley, and Corey D. Cooley; his
daughters, Lisa C. Oliver and Christie M.
Cooley; his sister Dorythea Cooley; and nu-
merous friends and community members.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the life of Jesse E. Cooley, Jr., an
honorable and respected man with a commit-
ment to bringing peace and comfort to families
during their most difficult time. May his legacy
continue to live on in our community and in
the lives of those he touched.

HONORING THE 75TH
ANNIVERSARY OF VASA PARK

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Vasa Park, located in the
Township of Mount Olive, Morris County, New
Jersey, as it celebrates its 75th anniversary.

Vasa Park, established in 1929, was origi-
nally created to serve as a retirement commu-
nity for Scandinavian immigrants in the Morris
County area. However, as time passed and
the community grew, it became a vacation
spot for many of those same Scandinavian im-
migrants and their families. Today, ancestors
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of the original founders still come with their
families to vacation every summer, staying in
one of the many cabins dispersed throughout
the park.

In the summer, the park offers 31 cabins for
rent, a Cultural Center for social events and a
large swimming pool for its Scandinavian
members. Families descending from Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden make
up the over 1,000 park membership. The park
itself is one of 12 New Jersey parks that is
within the Vasa Order of America. The Order
is an American-Scandinavian fraternal society
that was established as a way for Scandina-
vian peoples in the United States and Canada
to meet each other and share a common herit-
age.

In addition to providing a vacation spot for
Scandinavian immigrants and their families,
the park hosts an annual Scandinavian Fes-
tival every year. This year will mark its 27th
year. The festival features live Scandinavian
music, dancing, children’s activities, and me-
dieval games. It is a fun way for members to
not only get to know one another, but also to
celebrate their rich Scandinavian heritage. The
surrounding community is also invited to par-
ticipate in the activities.

For the last 75 years, Vasa Park has upheld
the tight knit Scandinavian presence that is so
important to the citizens of Mount Olive. The
Mount Olive community as a whole is proud to
call Vasa Park their own.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating Vasa Park for 75
years of upholding Scandinavian tradition in
Morris County, New Jersey.

———

1056TH ANNIVERSARY OF HOLY
TRINITY HUNGARIAN CHURCH

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride and enthusiasm that | rise today to
honor the Holy Trinity Hungarian Church in
East Chicago, Indiana, as the parish cele-
brates its 105th anniversary. On Saturday,
September 24, 2011, a celebrated Mass will
take place at Holy Trinity, which will be fol-
lowed by a celebratory banquet to recognize
this extraordinary occasion.

Around the turn of the 20th century, the
Hungarian community in East Chicago, Indi-
ana, with its deep religious traditions, em-
barked on a venture to start a church of its
own. With this goal in mind, on July 4, 1904,
a group of community members met in the
home of Stephen Farkas on Alexander Ave-
nue to discuss ideas for what would later be-
come the Holy Trinity Hungarian Church. The
cornerstone was laid for the first church build-
ing on November 11, 1906, followed by its
dedication on the Feast of the Holy Trinity in
1907. The parish’s first resident pastor, Father
Oscar Szilagyi, arrived on Christmas Eve in
1907. Although regulations of the Religious
Order prevented Father Szilagyi from remain-
ing at the church for a longer period of time,
he has the distinction of performing Holy Trin-
ity’s first marriage, baptism, and funeral.
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Sadly, this building, as well as a second
church, were lost to fires, but through the faith,
hard work, and dedication of its leaders and
congregation, the present church was con-
structed and was dedicated on May 22, 1921.
After the church was rebuilt, the parish contin-
ued to grow. In 1922, Holy Trinity opened the
doors to a new school, providing a much
needed service for young people in the com-
munity. By 1927, several organizations had
also formed, including: the Holy Rosary Circle,
Altar Society, Holy Name Society, Knights of
Holy Trinity, Children of Mary, and Young La-
dies Sodality.

Although Holy Trinity has faced its share of
struggles, the collective faith of the clergy and
parishioners, and their commitment to the
church, has allowed the parish to reach many
milestones during its 105-year history. In Feb-
ruary of 1957, the Diocese of Gary was estab-
lished, and Holy Trinity joined other area
Catholic parishes in welcoming its first bishop,
the Most Reverend Andrew G. Grutka. On
July 10, 2004, Holy Trinity experienced the
most prestigious event in its history when the
church was honored with a visit from Peter
Cardinal Erdo, Primate of Hungary.

Another extraordinary event took place on
May 1, 2005, when the present pastor, Father
Alphonse Skerl, celebrated his 50th anniver-
sary of ordination to the priesthood. For the
past forty years, Father Skerl has served the
parishioners of Holy Trinity. Under the leader-
ship of Father Skerl, and because of the dedi-
cation of the parish members, 2011 has been
a year of two more historic milestones, the
90th anniversary of the present church and
the 105th anniversary of the parish.

Mr. Speaker, Holy Trinity Hungarian Church
offers an invaluable service to its parishioners
and community, providing numerous opportu-
nities for all to join together to experience its
rich heritage. | ask that you and my other dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in congratulating
the clergy and congregation Holy Trinity Hun-
garian Church as they celebrate their 105th
Anniversary. Throughout the years, these fine
individuals have provided spiritual guidance to
their community while honoring and preserving
their faith and the traditions of the Hungarian
people. Their devotion is worthy of our deep-
est admiration, and | am proud to serve as
their Representative in Washington, DC.

———
CELEBRATING FORMER MAYOR OF
THE CITY OF MANCHESTER

EMILE BEAULIEU’S 80TH BIRTH-
DAY

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, on April 2, 2011
Emile Beaulieu will celebrate with his family
and friends his 80th birthday. Mr. Beaulieu is
a selfless public servant having served our na-
tion, state, and local communities in various
capacities for many years.

Known as an honest, warm, and generous
man, Mr. Beaulieu’s public service includes
twenty years of service in the Air Force Re-
serves, two terms as Mayor of the City of
Manchester, eight years serving as Welfare
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Commissioner, past President of the Easter
Seals Board, past president of Big Brother Big
Sisters of Greater Manchester, and former
member of the Jaycees.

Mr. Beaulieu is a long-standing advocate
and leader of conservative values and prin-
ciples. He has served in numerous leadership
capacities in the New Hampshire Republican
Party and continues to remain active in var-
ious political campaigns. However, Mr.
Beaulieu’s greatest joy and accomplishment is
as a loving husband and father of six children,
eight grandchildren, and four great-grand-
children.

This is a great day for Mr. Beaulieu, his wife
Laurette, and his family and friends. | wish him
the very best on his 80th birthday. This is truly
a very joyous occasion.

CELEBRATING ARTS CLAYTON’S
256TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in honor of Arts Clayton’s 25th An-
niversary. Since its opening in 1986, Arts
Clayton has provided access to art and art
education for my constituents in the 13th Dis-
trict of Georgia.

In 1999 Arts Clayton used funding from a
HUD Community Development Block Grant to
create a Mobile ArtVan to bring art directly to
children from low-income families. This initia-
tive is especially important in today’s eco-
nomic climate as school budgets continue to
tighten.

In 2000 Arts Clayton extended their reach
into the community by opening the Arts Clay-
ton Gallery. This Gallery places a high pre-
mium on local art—accepting only Georgia art-
ists. Those desiring to display their art must
first meet with the Curators Committee to
prove the quality and uniqueness of their
work.

In addition to the artwork that is displayed
year-round, the Arts Clayton Gallery also
hosts various showcases throughout the year
including a juried Fine Arts show in February
and a juried Photography show in October. |
am particularly thankful that the Gallery hosts
the annual Congressional Art Competition for
my district, the winners of which are displayed
here in Washington, D.C.

| would also like to acknowledge the hard
work and dedication Arts Clayton displayed
when assisting my wife find art and jewelry for
the First Lady’s Luncheon. With their help,
Alfredia found and selected a local Georgian
artist to custom design jewelry for attendees
and another artist who donated a beautiful
quilt to then First Lady Laura Bush.

It is my greatest hope that Arts Clayton will
continue to serve our community for many
more years to come. Art is vital to a strong, vi-
brant society, and Arts Clayton has played a
pivotal role bringing art into Clayton County,
my Congressional District and the Greater
Metro Atlanta area.
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HONORING FIRST UNITED METH-
ODIST CHURCH OF PALESTINE,
TEXAS 175TH CELEBRATION

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, | wish to
recognize the Demisemiseptcentennial Cele-
bration of the First United Methodist Church in
Palestine, Texas.

On September 11, 2011, the First United
Methodist Church of Palestine will celebrate
175 years of Methodism in Palestine and An-
derson County, Texas as well as the 100th
anniversary of its sanctuary and worship facili-
ties. For 175 years evangelism, missionary
service, youth development, Sunday school,
Bible study, fellowship, and worship have
been continually celebrated by the congrega-
tion from Fort Houston, through the Box home,
Bascom Chapel, Centenary Church and now
the First United Methodist Church.

As Thomas Jefferson said, “It is in our lives
and not our words that our religion must be
read,” it is an honor to represent the parish-
ioners of the First United Methodist Church of
Palestine, Texas whose lives exude service
and faith.

HONORING BRUCE FIEDLER
HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the distinguished career of Mr. Bruce Fiedler,
who, after 26 years, is retiring as the adminis-
trator for the non-profit Pleasanton Gardens
senior housing facility.

Pleasanton Gardens, started in 1967, devel-
oped from the collaboration of four local
churches—St. Augustine’s Catholic Church,
Lynnewood Methodist, First Baptist and
Centerpointe  Church. Mr. Fiedler joined
Pleasanton Gardens in 1985 and he worked
tirelessly for over two decades to create a
home for our seniors while still finding time to
serve the community.

Bruce Fiedler dedicated himself to making
Pleasanton Gardens a caring home and family
for its residents. He enlisted the support of
local Rotary Club members to host events
such as the annual Valentine’s Day themed
“Sweetheart Dinner.” This year marked the
16th annual “Sweetheart Dinner,” which doz-
ens of seniors attended.

Mr. Fiedler also took part in many commu-
nity initiatives. He served on the Housing
Commission and the Human Services Com-
mission for the City of Pleasanton. He partici-
pated in the task force that led the planning,
financing and development of the Pleasanton
Senior Center. He volunteered on the Wheels
Senior and Disabled Passengers Advisory
Committee, which designated bus routes and
passenger shelters in Pleasanton, as well as
the Alameda County Senior Needs Com-
mittee, which allocated funds for Dial-a-Ride
and other senior services.

In 1992, Mr. Fiedler participated in a grass-
roots effort to make restaurants in the Tr-Val-
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ley area smoke-free. During Mr. Fielder’s lead-
ership, Pleasanton Gardens also became a
smoke-free facility. Since that time, he has
spoken at seminars, both locally and nation-
ally, on the dangers of secondhand smoke
and how to make multiple housing units
smoke-free.

Bruce Fiedler is a valued and respected
member of our community who improved the
lives of many. | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Bruce Fiedler for his exceptional
service to our seniors and our community.

————————

SAN JACINTO MONUMENT: EVERY-
THING IS BIGGER AND BETTER
IN TEXAS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, everything
| know and love and about the State of Texas,
including what we stand for, is due in part to
General Sam Houston. We've celebrated his
victory over Dictator Santa Anna at the Battle
of San Jacinto for 175 years, and through the
San Jacinto Monument, we celebrate his leg-
acy as well.

We get our Texas pride from Sam Houston.
Houston refused to be overrun by a dictator
and fought for freedom and independence
even when he was outnumbered 2 to 1. Hous-
ton’s army was an odd, terrifying-looking
bunch. They were all volunteers. Instead of
regular uniforms, they were dressed in buck-
skins, with pistols in their belts, bowie knives,
long muskets, and tomahawks. They came
from numerous States and Mexico. The
Tejanos were hungry for independence. So as
not to confuse these Tejanos with Santa
Anna’s army, General Sam had Capitan Juan
Sequin put a playing card in the head band of
each Tejano so they could easily be recog-
nized. The combat lasted but 18 minutes on
April 21, 1836, but the legacy is timeless:
Texas became a free, independent nation that
day.

Houston and the Tejanos’ legacy lives on
through an obelisk soaring into the sky and
crowned with a 34-foot star, the lone star of
Texas. Built in 1936, one hundred years after
the battle ended, the San Jacinto Monument
looks like the Washington Monument, but of
course, it's taller—15 feet to be exact. Just
like the Texas State Capitol is bigger than the
Capitol of the United States. As a child, |
stood before the Monument, amazed at its
size—a staggering 570 feet. It really felt like
everything was bigger in Texas.

165 men built the Monument. The crew
completed 6 feet of wall every day—an amaz-
ing feat when you consider the weight and
height of the monument. Each stone weighed
500 pounds. ('m sure the Ford Tough F-150
would have come in handy back then.) Weigh-
ing in at70,300,000 pounds, the Monument is
fittingly Texas big. Thanks to the crew’s hard
labor, the San Jacinto Monument is now rec-
ognized as a National Historic Civil Engineer-
ing Landmark.

This year, as we celebrate the 175th anni-
versary of Texas Independence, head east to
those famous marshy banks of the San
Jacinto to see the Monument and witness the
telling story at the San Jacinto Day Festival

E1547

and BattleReenactment. We remember our
past, knowing we were a nation once; and we
have to smile knowing that sometimes we still
act like an independent country. The Texas
that we know and love would not exist had
General Sam Houston and his men been de-
feated in 1836. They came from most of the
States in the Union and many foreign coun-
tries—and they were all volunteers. Always re-
member Houston’s Boys.
And that’s just the way it is.

————

RECOGNIZING NOTRE DAME OF
MARYLAND UNIVERSITY FOR ITS
NEW DESIGNATION AS A UNI-
VERSITY

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Notre Dame of Maryland Uni-
versity on their new designation as a univer-
sity.

Notre Dame has been a leader in educating
women leaders since its founding on Sep-
tember 9, 1895. Founded by the School Sis-
ters of Notre Dame, this University was the
first Catholic college for women to offer a four-
year baccalaureate degree. Over the past 116
years, the University has grown to offer both
men and women undergraduate, graduate,
and professional degrees. The University has
also recently established schools for Arts and
Sciences, Education, Nursing and Pharmacy,
recognizing the growing need for these profes-
sions in the region and across the country.
This successful institution not only values edu-
cation, but also embraces the call for global
outreach which was so valued by the founders
and is captured in their motto, Veritatem
Prosequimur, We Pursue Truth.

Education is critical not only to the success
of Maryland, but to this great country. | am
proud that Maryland is home to an educational
institution such as Notre Dame of Maryland
University and | know that this school will con-
tinue to prepare students to be critical thinkers
and leaders of tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to once again con-
gratulate Notre Dame of Maryland University
for its educational excellence and wish its con-
tinued success for the next 116 years.

IN HONOR OF DR. GLENNAH
TROCHET

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Glennah Trochet, who has been
a tireless advocate of quality health care for
more than 30 years. As she retires from her
position as Sacramento County’s Public
Health Officer, | ask all of my colleagues to
join me in thanking Dr. Trochet for her never-
ending service to the Sacramento community.

For the last 12 years, Dr. Trochet has
served as the Public Health Officer for Sac-
ramento County. She has been instrumental in
implementing and overseeing numerous key
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public health programs, such as the indigent
program, an innovative free drug program that
saved the county more than $4 million a year,
as well as the county’s diabetes education
program. The diabetes education program has
been so successful, that the county is looking
to expanding its services to those with asth-
ma, coronary artery disease and hypertension.

| have had the pleasure of working with Dr.
Trochet on a number of issues over the years,
ranging from investing in the public health
workforce to encouraging families to partici-
pate in the National Children’s Study. Dr.
Trochet’s service with the Sacramento County
Department of Health and Human Services
and her tireless work ethic has not gone unno-
ticed. In 2009, she was named one of six
“Women Who Mean Business” by the Sac-
ramento Business Journal, which celebrates
the achievements of outstanding women with
impactful careers within the Sacramento re-
gion. Dr. Trochet has also served on a num-
ber of advisory boards, such as Board of Di-
rector for Center for AIDS Research, Educates
and Services, CARES, as well as the Sac-
ramento County’s Community Advisory Board,
CAB, for the National Children’s Study.

Dr. Trochet began her career completing
residency at Baylor College of Medicine in
Houston, and moving to Sacramento to begin
a private practice with the Sutter Medical
Group and Family Physicians of Sacramento.
In 1989, she left this practice to pursue a ca-
reer with the Sacramento County Department
of Health and Human Services as the Physi-
cian Lead of Mercy Clinic Loaves and Fishes.
Four years later, she accepted the position of
Medical Director for the County, where she
managed all of the County’s health care clin-
ics. These clinics are crucial to our commu-
nity, as they are the primary source of care for
thousands of Sacramento families. During that
same period, she also served as the Sexually
Transmitted Disease, STD, Controller for Sac-
ramento County.

Mr. Speaker, as Dr. Trochet, her husband,
John, daughters Rene and Holly, friends and
colleagues gather to celebrate her retirement
as Sacramento County Public Health Officer, |
ask you to join me in saluting this remarkable
woman for her many years of service to the
Sacramento community.

A TRIBUTE TO REVEREND DR.
GEORGE F. REGAS

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Reverend Dr. George F. Regas of
Pasadena, California. On September 11,
2011, Rev. Regas will be the first recipient of
the George F. Regas Courageous Peace-
maker Award, an award created by the Inter-
faith Communities United for Justice and
Peace to acknowledge his tireless efforts for
justice and peace.

For nearly three decades, during his tenure
as the Rector of All Saints Episcopal Church
in Pasadena, Rev. Regas continually worked
towards peace by speaking out against war
and advocating nonviolent solutions to the
world’s problems. He established many orga-
nizations toward that end, including an Inter-
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faith Center to Reverse the Nuclear Arms
Race with Rabbi Leonard Beerman of Leo
Baeck Temple calling for religious institutions
to oppose the global arms race. In addition, in
collaboration with Professor John Cobb of
Claremont Graduate University, he founded
Progressive Christians Uniting that works for
opportunity and economic justice for all, estab-
lished the interfaith group called Interfaith
Communities United for Justice and Peace
and a South African Center to expose the
atrocities of apartheid with Archbishop
Desmond Tutu. Community-focused organiza-
tions include Union Station in Pasadena (now
Union Station Homeless Services), a service
center for homeless citizens, and the All
Saints AIDS Service Center (now AIDS Serv-
ice Center), the largest AIDS service program
in the San Gabriel Valley.

Rev. Regas has served on the Boards of
Trustees of both Claremont Graduate Univer-
sity and the Church Divinity School of the Pa-
cific, and the Board of Directors of the Coali-
tion For Zero Violence. In addition, he served
as Chair of the Abrahamic Faiths Peace-
making Initiative, a group of Jewish, Muslim
and Christian leaders, and Chair of the Na-
tional Coalition for the Ordination of Women
as Priests and Bishops in the Episcopal
Church. Currently, he is on the Board of Direc-
tors for the Desmond Tutu Peace Foundation
and is the Executive Director of The Regas In-
stitute, an organization he founded that advo-
cates for a progressive religion that addresses
the issues of war, justice, and equality.

Rev. Dr. Regas has received many pres-
tigious awards during his lifetime. Some of the
honors include the 2008 Distinguished Peace
Leadership Award from the Nuclear Age
Peace Foundation, Harvard-Radcliffe Club’s
John Harvard Distinguished Service Award,
the Justice Award from The Islamic Center of
Southern California, and the Humanitarian
Award from B’nai B’rith International.

| ask all Members to join me in congratu-
lating Reverend Dr. George F. Regas, a para-
mount voice for peace and justice in the
United States, upon being named the inau-
gural recipient of the George F. Regas Coura-
geous Peacemaker Award.

——
HONORING FIRST METHODIST
CHURCH OF BROWNSBORO,

TEXAS 100TH CELEBRATION
HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, | wish to
recognize the Centennial Celebration of the
First Methodist Church in Brownsboro, Texas.

On September 25, 2011, the First Methodist
Church of Brownsboro will celebrate 100 years
of Methodism in Brownsboro and Henderson
County, Texas. For 100 years evangelism,
missionary service, youth development, Sun-
day school, Bible study, fellowship, and wor-
ship have been continually celebrated by the
congregation.

As Thomas Jefferson said, “It is in our lives
and not our words that our religion must be
read,” it is an honor to represent the parish-
ioners of the First Methodist Church of
Brownsboro, Texas whose lives exude service
and faith.

September 7, 2011
WIDELL OBITUARY

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that | rise today to honor my friend,
the late David L. Widell.

David L. Widell was a passionate supporter
of political solutions to a host of California’s
Conservation issues. Unfortunately, one of our
greatest wetlands advocates passed away far
too early. Dave, General Manager and Direc-
tor of Governmental Affairs of Grassland
Water District, was without equal in his pas-
sion about Central Valley wetlands’ water
issues.

Dave was a native son to California, born in
Watsonville and raised in Los Banos. Dave
grew up hunting and fishing from the Valley
floor to the Sierras. He would often recount
getting the special excuse slips from Los
Banos High School on traditional Wednesday
duck hunts.

Dave was no stranger to local politics and
issues having graduated from Los Banos High
School in 1985 and Modest Junior College in
1987, before attaining a BA degree in political
history from UC Davis in 1990. He was a
former field representative to Assemblyman
Rusty Areias; City of Los Banos Planning
Commissioner; and Director on the Merced
County Farm Bureau Board. In 1992, following
service in the United States Air Force, he
joined the Grassland Water District as Assist-
ant General Manager.

Dave was a strong supporter of the Grass-
lands Ecological Complex and pushed for fair
landscape planning. He fought several large
urban developments that would have divided
the Grasslands and caused fragmentation of
wetland habitats.

Dave spent the majority of his life devoted
to conservation organizations. In 1998, he left
the District to spread his wings at California
Waterfowl Association where he served as
Chief Deputy Director of Governmental Affairs.
After leaving CWA, Dave moved on to serve
as Deputy Director of State Parks in charge of
ORVs and then Assistant Secretary at the
California Resources Agency under both Davis
and Schwarzenegger administrations. He
joined Ducks Unlimited as Director of Con-
servation Policy for the Pacific Flyway, before
returning to the District in 2007 as General
Manager.

Dave fought for legal water rights of the
Grasslands and Central Valley wetlands. He
co-authored an important chapter for the Cen-
tral Valley Joint Venture on water for wetlands
and wildlife-friendly agriculture. It is with some
joy that he knew he had helped reach full sup-
ply of wetland water for the first time in over
20 years. Dave was as comfortable in the
Halls of Congress as he was in an old duck
shack.

Sharing his knowledge of wing shooting or
fly fishing with youth or novices was one of
Dave’s pleasures. He was most proud of the
skills his son Ty developed in the outdoors

and the intellectual challenges he has
achieved by matriculating to Purdue Univer-
sity.

The unique combination of knowledge, polit-
ical resolve, and dedication the Dave brought
to the District will remain unmatched. Dave’s
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jovial demeanor and laugh will remain with us.
As we reflect fondly on the relationships Dave
made and the partnerships he formed in his
quest to defend the Grasslands from degrada-
tion, we also remember how he touched our
lives. When a flock of ducks sails across the
sky this fall, think of Dave.

——————

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE
LIFE OF MALIN KENNETH OSHMAN

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the extraordinary life of Malin Kenneth
Oshman, a visionary, a leader, a builder of
businesses, a family man, and a most gen-
erous contributor to our community. A man of
his brilliance and accomplishment is a rarity,
and his family’s great loss is also a great loss
for our nation.

Ken is reported to have said, “The inter-
esting thing is that there are so few important
decisions. You don’t have to go in the ‘right
direction. You don’t have to enter the ‘right’
business. What you have to do is have made
a decision as to what you’re going to do and
then you just have to figure out how to suc-
ceed at it.” Ken succeeded at many things, in-
cluding earning B.S. and B.S.E.E degrees
from Rice University, and M.S. and Ph.D. de-
grees from Stanford University, while working
at Sylvania. He was a founder of ROLM Cor-
poration, and was CEO, President and Execu-
tive Chairman of Echelon until he stepped
down for health reasons. He served on many
corporate boards and was a mentor to count-
less Silicon Valley leaders and an advisor to
President Reagan.

Ken’s final corporate creation was Echelon,
a company that is working to transform the
electricity grid into a smart, communicating en-
ergy control network. At the company’s 20th
anniversary event, Ken spoke about the com-
pany’s future opportunities and his hopes for
it. His words demonstrate Ken’s concern not
just for his company, but for all of us. “Today,
the demand for energy has made it obvious
that efficiency is the best, most accessible,
and lowest cost alternative fuel in existence,
and we believe Echelon is at the forefront in
delivering the technology to make the world a
more energy efficient, cleaner, and better
place.”

Ken’s creations were not limited to high-tech
businesses. Ken and his beloved wife Barbara
donated $10 million to help create the
Oshman Family Jewish Community Center in
Palo Alto, a building many times larger than
the 2,000 square foot building in Texas where
Jewish families gathered when he was a boy.
The Oshman Family JCC, which opened two
years ago, has already provided thousands of
people with living space, healthy recreation,
intergenerational activities, child care and
more.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in extending our deepest sympathies to the
Oshman family . . . his childhood sweetheart
and wife of 49 years, Barbara; his two sons,
Peter and David, and their wives, Stephanie
and Joanna; four grandchildren; and his broth-
er and sister-in-law, Rick and Tania Oshman
of Texas. His loss will be felt deeply by his
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family, by the Silicon Valley he helped to
found, and to all those who had the privilege
of knowing him. He was a great and good
man, and his life’s work, in all of its diverse di-
mensions, will live long after him. | have al-
ways considered it a great privilege to know
Ken Oshman, to represent him and to call him
my friend. He made his community better and
our country stronger.

———

86TH ANNIVERSARY OF SACRED
HEART PARISH

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and admiration that | congratu-
late the congregation of the Sacred Heart Par-
ish in East Chicago, Indiana, as they celebrate
the 85th anniversary of the founding of the
parish, as well as the 70th anniversary of the
dedication of the church. On Sunday, August
28, 2011, a special Holy Mass, officiated by
Bishop Dale Melczek, will take place at Sa-
cred Heart, which will be followed by a
celebratory luncheon.

Sacred Heart was originally known as Mis-
sion of Assumption Slovak Parish. It was
founded in order to meet the spiritual needs of
Catholic Slovaks in East Chicago, Indiana.
From 1926 to 1941, the church held Mass,
Confession, and other services at various
churches in East Chicago. Father Clement
Mlinarovich began to see a great need to build
the church in East Chicago, and in May 1941,
Bishop John Francis Noll dedicated the beau-
tiful church building and new home of Sacred
Heart Parish. The congregation was overjoyed
to have a tremendous place of worship and
prayer. In addition, parishioners took great
pride in the new building because so many of
them assisted in its construction. Father An-
drew G. Grutka was the first resident pastor at
the newly completed church, a position he
held from 1942 to 1944, and later became the
first Bishop of the Diocese of Gary. Following
Father Grutka, Father Louis Duray and Father
Milan Bach made significant improvements to
the church, which included updating the sanc-
tuary and purchasing the priest's home. My
good friend and fellow Slovak, Monsignor Jo-
seph Semancik, has served the people of Sa-
cred Heart Parish since 1960. Over the years,
the parish has grown to include members from
many different ethnicities. During his tenure,
Monsignor Semancik served as the Director of
Catholic Charities for the Diocese of Gary.
Monsignor Semancik’s devoted life of chari-
table good works is truly inspirational. For his
struggle to ensure economic justice for all, and
for passionately serving those in need, he is to
be respected and admired.

This August celebration is tinged with sad-
ness because the parish will be closing in Oc-
tober. Monsignor Semancik will be retiring as
the priest of the parish and the congregation
will be dispersing to neighboring parishes. The
past 85 years have been times of grace for
the members and friends of Sacred Heart Par-
ish, which they have shared with the commu-
nity of East Chicago. Although the parish will
be closing, the spirit and prayers of its mem-
bers will be remembered for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring
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and congratulating Sacred Heart Parish.
Throughout the years, Sacred Heart has built
their congregation and expanded their mis-
sion, not only by serving the dedicated, loyal
parishioners, but also by touching the lives of
countless members of the surrounding com-
munity. For their outstanding commitment to
serving so many in need, the church leaders
and parish members are to be highly com-
mended. May God continue to bless the par-
ish members and its leaders upon the closing
of the church and as they move on to the next
part of their spiritual lives.

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOSEPH
“JOE” PETER FISCHER

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and service of Mr. Joseph “Joe”
Peter Fischer whose life was tragically taken
on August 11, 2011, in Sanger, California, at
the age of one-hundred. Mr. Fischer was a
proud veteran of the California Army National
Guard and a dedicated member of the Fra-
ternal Order of Eagles, an organization dedi-
cated to improving communities. His vibrant
spirit will be deeply missed.

Mr. Fischer was born on February 15, 1911,
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He relocated to
Fresno, California’s Fig Garden Village as a
child with his parents and siblings. It was in
the great San Joaquin Valley that he learned
the value of hard work. He grew up working
on his family’s small farm, picking figs and
caring for farm animals; his fondest memories
included those of him and his mother working
on the pastures. He eventually began working
on automobiles and ultimately showcased his
entrepreneurial spirit by opening a mechanic
shop.

A true American patriot, Mr. Fischer proudly
served his state and country in the 185th Sec-
ond Infantry California Army National Guard
and was honorably discharged in 1933. Mr.
Fischer recognized the importance of serving
his country and his time in the California Army
National Guard served as a testament to his
character and his commitment to the preserva-
tion of freedom and democracy.

Upon completing his military service, Joe
continued his support of his community by al-
ways maintaining an active role in his neigh-
borhood. Most notably, his involvement and
membership in the Fraternal Order of Eagles,
demonstrated his desire to promote peace,
prosperity, and hope. It also demonstrated his
commitment to the betterment of Sanger, Cali-
fornia, the community he resided in and be-
came a beloved member of.

Mr. Fischer was a loyal friend and cherished
confidant to those he knew. He was pas-
sionate for the ideals and values in which he
believed in. He served as a role model for the
entire community and was a respected voice
among his colleagues and friends.

Mr. Fischer is survived by his sisters Mary
Morgan, Alyce Holland, Betty Babcock, and
son Joe Fischer, Jr.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the life and service of Joseph
“Joe” Peter Fischer, a man who lived a life full
of energy and love. His bravery and deter-
mination will forever be remembered.
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COMMENDING LEICESTER CARPET
SALES ON THEIR 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY IN WESTERN NORTH CARO-
LINA

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Leicester Carpet Sales on 40
years of successful business and commend
them for recently committing to only selling
products made by American workers. With
that commitment, Leicester Carpet Sales be-
came western North Carolina’s first All-Amer-
ican flooring store.

Leicester Carpet Sales was founded in
1971, by Mr. JB Snelson, a Vietnam veteran,
and his wife. After starting the business in
their home, Mr. Snelson and his wife moved
the store twice to accommodate the demand
for their expert craftsmanship and high-quality
customer service. Mr. and Mrs. Snelson re-
tired in 1995 and entrusted the store to their
son Brad Snelson.

After taking ownership over the company at
the young age of 21, Brad Snelson kept his
parents’ tradition of excellent customer serv-
ice. He moved the company to its current lo-
cation in Asheville and opened another facility
in Hendersonville.

Leicester Carpet Sales has proven to be an
important element in western North Carolina.
By giving back to the community and helping
to sponsor the Crossfire Christian Ministry, Mr.
Brad Snelson continues to reflect Christian
values in the family company. With his morals
leading the way, the company recently an-
nounced its decision to exclusively sell Amer-
ican made products. Leicester Carpet Sales
hopes this move will raise the morale for sup-
porting American jobs, products, and the
economy.

Leicester Carpet Sales has shown extraor-
dinary dedication to our community and has
had an indelible impact in western North Caro-
lina. | am proud to represent Leicester Carpet
Sales and the Snelson family. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the 40 years
of this company and their remarkable commit-
ment to their community and country.

————

HONORING FORT LUPTON,
COLORADO

HON. CORY GARDNER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 175th anniversary of the founding of
Fort Lupton, Colorado.

The city was originally founded as a trading
fort by LT Lancaster Platt Lupton. The post
thrived as trappers bought furs and other sup-
plies from Native American tribes.

Settlement around the fort continued
throughout the mid 19th-Century and the town
of Fort Lupton was incorporated by 1889.

By the 1900s, Fort Lupton was transformed
from a simple trading post to a thriving com-
munity with a rich agricultural economy.

With the addition of strong oil and gas in-
dustries moving into the area, Fort Lupton
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flourished into a vibrant town in Eastern Colo-
rado.

However, when the manufacturing commu-
nity moved to Fort Lupton, the old Fort had to
be torn down to accommodate the growth.
There are very few original artifacts remaining
from the original foundation.

To coincide with the 175th anniversary, the
South Platte Valley Historical Society worked
to create an exact replica of the adobe fort
that was originally built in 1837. It will open to
the public as part of the 175th anniversary
celebration.

| am proud to recognize this historic city on
their 175th anniversary. Many people of East-
ern Colorado call Fort Lupton their home.

HONORING HUGH L. CAREY
HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
remembrance of Hugh L. Carey, former Gov-
ernor of New York, Member of Congress and
decorated World War Il veteran, who passed
away on August 7, 2011.

Governor Carey’s life is truly indicative of
what it means to be an American. His accom-
plishments were many, and | know he will be
remembered as one of the greatest New York-
ers in history.

Born to first-generation Irish immigrants, the
Governor at an early age dedicated his life to
serving his city, State and country. As a mem-
ber of the U.S. Infantry’s 104th Division during
World War 1l, Carey and his unit courageously
helped liberate the citizens of France, Belgium
and the Netherlands, as well as the prisoners
of the Nordhausen concentration camp. After
returning from the war, he finished his under-
graduate and law degrees at St. John’s Uni-
versity in New York City, and in 1961, Gov-
ernor Carey was first elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives, where he rep-
resented the people of New York until 1974.

In addition to his many successes serving
as a Congressman, most New Yorkers admire
him for his role in saving the city and State of
New York from fiscal insolvency during the
economic crisis of the 1970s. During a period
of great economic uncertainty, Governor
Carey had the insight, fortitude and wisdom to
make the tough decisions to repair New York’s
finances. Employing a system of shared sac-
rifice, Governor Carey brought labor, industry
and government together to the negotiating
table to hammer out an agreement that pulled
the city back from the brink of insolvency. As
a leader during some of New York’s darkest
times, his wilingness to make the difficult
choices and bring disparate parties to the bar-
gaining table should be an example to leaders
today.

The Governor had far too many other ac-
complishments to list them all. However, a
common thread connected all of his efforts—
from his work to promote peace in the North
of Ireland to his efforts at expanding aid to
students in need, the Governor always put the
people of New York first. Because of his com-
mitment, his perseverance and his love of
New York, the impact of his life is felt today
by all New Yorkers. We will all miss a great
American and true son of New York, Governor
Hugh L. Carey.
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A TRIBUTE TO ANN AND RICHARD
MARSHALL ON THE OCCASION
OF THEIR 50TH WEDDING ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an extraordinary couple, Ann
and Dick Marshall, as they celebrate a great
milestone in their lives on September 9,
2011—fifty years of marriage.

They are the proud and devoted parents of
Katie, Richard and Kristin; the loving grand-
parents of eight grandchildren—Annie, Gabriel
and Lochan Flaherty; Seph, Tonnan and Raffi
Marshall-Burgardt; and Owen and Fiona Mar-
shall-Young. They are also the terrific mother
and father-in-law to John Flaherty, Madeline
Marshall and Paul Young.

Ann Dillon and Dick Marshall met at St. Da-
vid’'s School in New York as they were each
pursing their careers in education. They were
married in 1961, at St. Augustine Church in
Larchmont, New York, and went on to build a
storied life, filled to the brim with children,
grandchildren, educational pursuits, a love for
learning and the betterment of humankind,
nourished by the deep faith they share.

Ann and Dick made their home in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada, where Dick taught Russian
and Russian literature at the University of To-
ronto, and Ann taught ESL to generations of
immigrants.

One of their great loves is their farm—Valley
Haven—where Dick, the gardener
extraordinaire, raises hundreds of varieties of
daffodils, taps his own maple syrup, raises tur-
keys, and makes his own wine.

Ann and Dick are avid readers, travelers
and adventurers. Dick cooks marvelous meals
and Ann lights all the candles, and together
they light up everyone’s life and the world
around them.

The Marshalls are devoted parishioners of
Holy Rosary Church, and it is there, with their
entire family, that they will celebrate 50 years
of marriage at Mass.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Ann
and Dick Marshall on their 50th wedding anni-
versary, and pay tribute to them for the integ-
rity of their lives together—for their extraor-
dinary work as parents, grandparents and
educators, and for being a source of joy and
inspiration to me and countless others for so
many years.

HONORING TINO ADAME
HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the distinguished service of Tino Adame—Ma-
rine, Vietnam veteran, and 15-year Com-
mander of the American Legion Karl Ross
Post 16 in Stockton, California. | am proud to
know Tino and have seen firsthand how hard
he works on behalf of the men and women
who served our country. He is a passionate
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advocate, a mentor for his fellow veterans,
and a leader in our community.

Tino Adame was born in French Camp,
California, and graduated from Franklin High
School in 1965. After two years of study at
San Joaquin Delta College, he joined the U.S.
Marines at the age of 19 and has proudly
worn the honorable title of Marine ever since
that day. Tino was stationed with the “2/9 Hell
in a Helmet” unit in Vietham, and as a result
of his service, earned a Purple Heart, the Viet-
nam Service Medal, the Vietnam Campaign
Medal, the National Defense Service Medal,
the Rifle Marksman Badge, and the Good
Conduct Medal.

Tino completed his service in Vietnam in
1967 and came home to work at the Tracy
Defense Depot. He married Mary Hope Lopez
in 1970 and continued to work at the Depot
until he retired after 33 years.

Tino Adame has dedicated himself to serv-
ing his fellow veterans. In 1998, Tino became
the first Latino Commander of the American
Legion Karl Ross Post 16. One of his first ini-
tiatives was a successful petition of the Stock-
ton City Council to sponsor an Independence
Day parade honoring veterans—the first such
parade to take place in 10 years. Tino then
went on to chair both the Independence Day
and Veterans Day parades.

Tino has also taken part in many community
initiatives involving our community’s young
people. He has taught students correct flag et-
iquette, including the proper way to retire old
flags and dedicate new ones. He has recog-
nized JROTC cadets at his alma mater, Frank-
lin High School, with plaques of achievement.
He has also worked with young students to
write Valentine’s Day cards to veterans at the
VA facility in Livermore.

Following the attacks on 9/11, Tino re-
quested and obtained a piece of limestone
from the part of the Pentagon that was dam-
aged during the attack. That limestone is now
enclosed in front of the Karl Ross Post and
serves as an important reminder to our com-
munity about the 9/11 attacks and the sacrifice
of our men and women in uniform.

Tino also played an important role in con-
vincing the Department of Veterans Affairs to
select San Joaquin County as the home for a
new veterans’ medical facility and nursing
home. Thanks to his hard work and the efforts
of many in the community, the Valley’s vet-
erans will be able to get medical care close to
home.

Tino Adame’s steadfast commitment to his
country, community and fellow veterans is an
example to us all. | know his work to improve
the lives of our heroes will make a lasting im-
pact for years to come. It is for these reasons
that | ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Tino Adame for his exceptional service
to our country and our veterans.

———

HONORING NEA JAZZ MASTER
RANDY WESTON

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, legendary jazz
artist Randy Weston will be honored this year
by the Congressional Black Caucus Founda-
tion at the Jazz Issue Forum and Concert that
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will take place during the 40th Annual Legisla-
tive Conference. Mr. Weston will also perform
at the concert, which will take place on Thurs-
day, September 22, 2011, at the Walter E.
Washington Convention Center, in Wash-
ington, DC.

Randy Weston is an internationally re-
nowned pianist, composer, bandleader and
cultural ambassador, whose compositions en-
compass the vast rhythmic heritage of both
America and Africa. After six decades of ac-
tive work, he is widely recognized as a true in-
novator and visionary who continues to inform
and inspire. Mr. Weston has had an out-
standing career that deserves the recognition
of this body. Let me share some of the high-
lights from his biography.

Randy Weston was born on April 6, 1926
and raised in Brooklyn, New York, son of par-
ents from Jamaica and Virginia. New York City
has long been a Mecca for jazz giants and
Weston cites Count Basie, Duke Ellington, and
Art Tatum as his piano heroes. It was
Thelonius Monk, however, who made the
greatest impact. “He was the most original |
ever heard,” Mr. Weston remembers. “He
played like they must have played in Egypt
5000 years ago.”

Much of Mr. Weston’s connection to African
music stems from his father, Frank Edward
Weston, who told his son he was “an African
born in America. . . . . He told me | had to
learn about myself, about him and about my
grandparents,” stated Weston, “and the only
way to do it was I'd have to go back to the
motherland one day.” Inspired by Nigeria’'s
newly won independence from the United
Kingdom, Weston started to incorporate tribal
music with a type of West African pop music
known as High Life. This blend culminated in
Mr. Weston’s 1960 album Uhuru Afrika, which
featured traditional African percussion and
rhythms in the form of a jazz suite.

In the late 1960’s, Mr. Weston took his fa-
ther’s advice and left the United States for Mo-
rocco, travelling throughout Africa to experi-
ence each country’s musical diversity. One of
the highlights of his travels was the 1977 Ni-
gerian Festival, which drew artists from 60 cul-
tures. “At the end,” Weston says, “we all real-
ized that our music was different but the
same, because if you take out the African ele-
ments of bossa nova, samba, jazz, blues, you
have nothing. . . . To me, it's Mother Africa’s
way of surviving in the New World.” He had
the honor of playing at the Kamigamo Shrine
in Kyoto, Japan in 2008 and commemorated
the 50th Anniversary of his Uhuru Africa
album in 2010. With his strong connection to
African music, Weston has enjoyed success
with the dozens of albums he released over
the past 50 years.

Randy Weston has received awards and ac-
claim at home and abroad, including the pres-
tigious Jazz Masters Award from the National
Endowment for the Arts, NEA, in 2001. He
has also received an honorary Doctor of Music
degree from Brooklyn College, City University
of New York, in June 2006. In 2009 he was
added to the American Society of Composers,
Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) Jazz Wall of
Fame. On May 11, 2011 Weston received the
award of Royal Wissam of National Merit of
the Order of Officer by command of His Maj-
esty the King Mohammed VI of Morocco, for
his lifelong commitment to Morocco. His mem-
oirs, African Rhythms: The Autobiography of
Randy Weston, composed by Randy Weston
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and arranged by Willard Jenkins, was pub-
lished in 2010.

Mr. Speaker, Randy Weston is a living jazz
treasure and | urge all members to join me in
commending him for his magnificent contribu-
tion to jazz fans around the world.

———————

RETIREMENT OF MICHAEL
SULLIVAN

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great respect that | stand before you today to
congratulate Mr. Michael J. Sullivan on his re-
tirement from his position as General Presi-
dent of the Sheet Metal Workers’ International
Association, SMWIA. For 46 years, Mike has
devoted his life to serving, protecting, and im-
proving the lives of all Americans who want to
earn a living wage for their labor. This is par-
ticularly true for the members of the Sheet
Metal Workers. Michael Sullivan will be hon-
ored for his many years of dedicated service
at a retirement celebration on September 20,
2011, at the Gaylord National Resort and Con-
vention Center in National Harbor, Maryland.

Michael Sullivan’s leadership over the years
has been indispensable for the Sheet Metal
Workers’ International Association. During his
tenure, Mike has held numerous positions. I'm
proud that his career began in my home state,
in Indianapolis, Indiana, where he completed
his apprenticeship. In 1973, Mike was elected
business representative. He later became the
business manager and financial secretary of
Sheet Metal Workers’ Local Union 20. While
residing in Indiana, he served as president of
the American Federation of Labor and Con-
gress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO)
for the state of Indiana. Later, he was ap-
pointed by the Governor to serve as a mem-
ber for the Indiana Workers’ Compensation
Commission and Hoosier Alliance Against
Drugs. Mike was vice president of the SMWIA
General Executive Council for 10 years and
then served as the General Secretary-Treas-
urer of the SMWIA. In 1999, Michael became
President of the SMWIA, a position that in-
cludes supervising and directing 157 Sheet
Metal Workers’ Local Unions throughout the
United States, Canada, and Puerto Rico. This
vital group provides skilled services to various
industries including sheet metal, air condi-
tioning, kitchen equipment, transportation and
other metal related manufacturing. Mike has
also served as the vice president of the AFL—
CIO Executive Council, while also participating
in several AFL-CIO executive committees. In
addition to the prestigious positions held by
Mike, he has served as the labor co-chairman
of the Democratic Governors’ Association and
also currently serves as president of the Eu-
gene Debs Foundation.

Mr. Speaker, Mike Sullivan represents the
very best values of his home state of Indiana:
hard work, perseverance in the face of set-
backs, and a selfless nature of wanting to
serve others before being served. He is a gen-
tleman in the truest sense of the word: strong,
decisive, but governed by compassion and
kindness.

Michael’s dedication to his fellow members
throughout his outstanding career is exceeded
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only by his devotion to his amazing family.
Mike and his lovely wife, Amy, are happily
married and enjoy spending time with their
family, especially their beloved nieces and
nephews and friends.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
Mr. Michael Sullivan as he is honored for his
lifetime of service to the Sheet Metal Workers’
International Association, its membership, and
communities across the nation. Michael Sul-
livan is worthy of the highest praise for the tre-
mendous contributions he has made to all of
us. As my 95-year-old father, John Visclosky,
would say, “He’s a 100 percent guy.”

———

HONORING THE VETERANS OF
HOPE PROJECT

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the extraordinary work of Dr. Vincent Harding
and the Veterans of Hope Project, VOHP,
headquartered in Denver, Colorado. Founded
in 1997 by long-time human-rights activists
and educators Dr. Harding and the late Rose-
marie Freeney Harding, the Project encour-
ages a healing-centered approach to commu-
nity building, creativity and education regard-
ing religion, culture, democracy, reconciliation
and nonviolence.

The couple founded the Project on the lliff
School of Theology campus, where Dr. Har-
ding was a decades-long faculty member. Bor-
rowing from Dr. and Mrs. Harding’s deep roots
in the Southern Freedom Movement of the
1960s, the Veterans of Hope Project took
shape as a spirit-centered social justice and
humanitarianism campaign.

With the help of their daughter, Rachel, the
Hardings honed the Project as an education
resource for spiritual, intergenerational com-
munity building and compassionate leadership
development. One example of their multi-fac-
eted work is a series of professionally fiimed
interviews with over 70 pioneering activists
from around the world, including Grace Lee
Boggs, Staughton and Alice Lynd, Charles
Long, Bernice Johnson Reagon, Tom Feel-
ings, Katherine Dunham, Imam Warith Deen
Muhammad, Dolores Huerta, Vine Deloria,
Corky Gonzales, Andrew Young, Dorothy Cot-
ton, Bishop Samuel Ruiz, Gwendolyn Zoharah
Simmons and others.

Currently, the Project is creating a “Network
of Hope” that engages youth and elders to
demonstrate and develop compassionate lead-
ership skills. With the help of Executive Direc-
tor Gloria Smith, staff, volunteers and Dr. Har-
ding’s guiding and inspirational vision, the Vet-
erans of Hope Project is preparing a compas-
sionate leadership force for the 21st century.
VOHP’s effective programming includes an
“Ambassadors of Hope” program that utilizes
creative mentorship opportunities between el-
ders and youth, workshops and training in
compassionate leadership development, and a
public symposium series.

Moreover, as Dr. Vincent Harding celebrates
his 80th birthday, | would like to personally
thank him for his continued work to build com-
munity bridges across national, racial, ethnic,
religious, class and gender lines. His ever-ex-
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panding network of friends, colleagues and
collaborators, including Education for Libera-
tion, The Black Star Project and the Tewa
Women’s Project, speak of the breadth of his
recent travels and the vast extent of his altru-
ism.

Therefore, | salute Dr. Vincent Harding and
the Veterans of Hope Project as they continue
to tell the stories of faith, peace and justice
that communities around the world must rec-
ognize, promote and impart. Thank you, once
again, for all that you do to educate and en-
courage a new generation of compassionate
leaders. | wish you all the best in the coming
years.

————

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
THOMAS “TOM” CLARK

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mr. Tom Clark of Bakersfield,
California, who passed away on July 23, 2011
at the age of 65. Tom was a great champion
for the people of Kern County, California and
a respected voice in the development of water
policies. Most importantly, Tom will be remem-
bered for being a loving family man and loyal
friend.

A second generation Californian, Tom was
born on October 21, 1945 in Bakersfield, Cali-
fornia. He graduated from North High School
in 1963. Three years later, he married his wife
Karen and they were blessed with two chil-
dren, Krista and Jeff. Tom joined the United
States Army where he served our Nation at
Fort Irwin, California and received an honor-
able discharge in 1970 with a rank of Ser-
geant E-5.

A loyal son of the Central Valley, Tom at-
tended Bakersfield College and California
State University, Bakersfield. Tom decided to
further expand his horizons and attended the
University of Pittsburgh on a full scholarship,
where he earned a Master of Science in
Water Supply—Water Pollution Control in
1974.

Tom began his water career in 1974 with
the Kern County Water Agency as a Water
Resources Planner where he was responsible
for contract administration and planning. His
tenacity and passion led him to do work for
Nickel Enterprises and La Hacienda, Inc.,
where he helped establish the Rio Bravo hy-
droelectric plant on the Kern River. In 1986,
Tom returned to the Kern County Water Agen-
cy and served as Assistant Manager. In 1989,
he was promoted to Assistant General Man-
ager, and in 1990, he was named General
Manager.

Tom’s legacy will live on through a series of
groundbreaking water deals that he helped
broker. Before Tom stepped in as General
Manager of the Kern County Water Agency,
Kern County had perhaps the most unreliable
water supply in the State. Through his hard
work, Tom was able to secure a much more
stable supply for the people of Kern County.

In an industry where tensions run high,
Tom’s character was able to shine. He was
well-liked by his colleagues—even the ones
who did not agree with him. Tom was a pillar
in the community and could be relied on to
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provide leadership and creative management
skills to find solutions to some of the Valley’s
most pressing problems. Of note was the way
in which he handled disputes over the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Bay Delta. He was con-
sistently an advocate for the Central Valley,
while being able to understand and respect
other points of view.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the life of Thomas “Tom” Clark, a
man with passion and persistence who ac-
complished great things for the people of Cali-
fornia. He enriched the lives of all those who
knew him and will forever be remembered.

———————

RANDY CAMMACK, 2011 LABOR
LEADER OF THE YEAR

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
proclaim that organized labor is often the sole
source fighting for the rights of not just union
members, but all workers.

Today, we are recognizing a great leader of
working men and women in Randy Cammack.
Randy currently serves as the Vice President
at Large of the International Brotherhood of
Teamsters, Executive Board President Joint
Council 42, and the Secretary-Treasurer of
Teamsters Local 63.

Randy Cammack began his Teamster ca-
reer in Los Angeles, California as a UPS truck
driver in 1967. He has logged over 31 years
as either a business agent or officer with the
Teamsters International. As the Vice President
at Large of the Teamsters International, he
represents over 1.4 million workers; and as
President of the California State Federation of
Labor, he is the voice for over one million
workers.

Randy has served on several collective bar-
gaining teams at the local, state and national
levels. He is frequently brought in to help
solve many complex, tough grievances and
wage negotiations sessions. It is basically in
this area of his vast experience that he has
earned numerous local, state, and national
recognitions.

Among the many awards he has received
are the Hispanic Community Service Man of
the Year Award, twice won the Community
Service Man of the Year Award, 2011 Inau-
gural Labor Award and the 2011 Gladys
Mason Labor Award for Patriotic Leadership
presented to him by my colleague, Congress-
woman LORETTA SANCHEZ.

It gives me great honor to join with the San
Diego County Building and Construction
Trades Council in honoring Randy Cammack
as the 2011 Labor Leader of the Year.

————————

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF SPC. DENNIS JAMES, JR.

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday, Au-
gust 31, 2011 a Central Florida Soldier lost his
life in service to our nation from wounds suf-
fered when enemy forces attacked his unit
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with an LLE.D. in Wardak Province while as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry Regi-
ment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 10th Moun-
tain Division out of Ft. Polk, LA.

Specialist James joined the U.S. Army in
June of 2008. Upon completion of his training
in November of 2009, Specialist James re-
ported to Ft. Polk, LA. where he deployed with
his unit in October 2010 to Afghanistan in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Specialist James’s impressive list of awards
and decorations include the Bronze Star; Pur-
ple Heart; Army Commendation Medal; Army
Achievement Medal; Army Good Conduct
Medal; Afghanistan Campaign Medal; Over-
seas Service Ribbon; NATO Medal; National
Defense Service Medal; Global War on Ter-
rorism Medal and the Combat Action Badge.

Specialist James was a former student at
Pine Ridge High School in Deltona where he
was an accomplished athlete in Football, Bas-
ketball and Track. James was known as a
good student who was well liked by those who
knew him.

We shall never forget the ultimate sacrifice
Specialist James has given for his country. His
actions will serve as an everlasting reminder
of the dedication and sacrifice the members of
our nation’s armed services make every day.

Specialist James is survived by his Aunt
and Uncle.

HONORING COACH MEL
TJEERDSMA

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize the outstanding
achievements of Northwest Missouri State
University Football Coach Mel Tjeerdsma.
Coach Tjeerdsma is one of the most success-
ful and well respected coaches in the history
of collegiate football, coaching Bearcat Foot-
ball for 17 seasons. | join with the rest of the
Bearcat Nation in congratulating Coach
Tjeerdsma on his many years of success, con-
tributions to the community and retirement.

Mr. Speaker, Coach Tjeerdsma orchestrated
arguably the greatest football program trans-
formations in the history of collegiate athletics.
In his first season, Coach Tjeerdsma went
from 0-11 in 1994 to 183-32 with three na-
tional championships and 12 conference
championships. He coached 44 All-Americans,
119 AIll-MIAA student athletes, and 14 Na-
tional Football League players. Coach
Tjeerdsma’s leadership and mentoring has
made a difference in the lives of his student-
athletes. Coach Tjeerdsma was recently rec-
ognized and inducted into the NCAA Division
Il Football Hall of Fame and the Missouri
Sports Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, Coach Tjeerdsma is not only
the Bearcat football program’s all-time
winningest coach, but his focus on the class-
room is second to none for his student-ath-
letes. Coach Tjeerdsma’s teams have featured
seven academic All-Americans and one Na-
tional Scholar Athlete of the Year. Coach
Tjeerdsma’s football graduation rate is far
above the national average of 53 percent with
an impressive 85 percent.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me and the
rest of the Bearcat Family in applauding
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Coach Mel Tjeerdsma’s outstanding achieve-
ments and contributions to the community and
to the sport. We wish Coach Tjeerdsma and
Carol the very best in years to come.

———

TRIBUTE TO COL. CHARLES P.
MURRAY, JR., AMERICAN HERO

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on August 12, 2011, one of the most out-
standing patriots of America’s Greatest Gen-
eration passed away. The beloved Col.
Charles P. Murray, Jr., a Medal of Honor re-
cipient of World War |l who also served in
Korea and Vietnam died peacefully at home in
Columbia, South Carolina.

Colonel Chuck Murray was recognized by a
thoughtful article on August 18, 2011, by Jeff
Wilkinson of The State (August 18, 2011)
newspaper of Columbia.

CoL. CHARLES P. MURRAY REMEMBERED
(By Jeff Wilkinson)

Col. Charles P. Murray, Jr., a Medal of
Honor recipient from World War II, was re-
membered Wednesday in Columbia as a hum-
ble hero who protected his men in battle,
loved his family and worked tirelessly, until
his death at age 89, to promote veterans’
issues and educate students about patriotism
and service to country.

“The word hero has never been about foot-
ball players and movie stars,” retired Col.
Kevin Shwedo, a past deputy commander of
Fort Jackson, said in a eulogy. ‘‘He defines
what a hero is.”

After being drafted in 1942, Murray, who
grew up in Wilmington, N.C., landed on
Omaha Beach in 1944 after D-Day and joined
the 3rd Infantry Division in France.

On Dec. 16 near Kaysersberg, France, the
platoon that Murray was leading was pinned
down on a ridge under heavy fire by 200 well-
entrenched Germans. Murray, using a vari-
ety of weapons, killed 20 enemy soldiers and
captured 10 more, single-handedly driving
the Germans from the position. At the end of
his assault, a German grenade riddled him
with shrapnel, wounding him in eight places.
He spent only four days recovering at a med-
ical aid station before ‘‘borrowing’ a uni-
form and returning to his unit.

None of the other men in his platoon was
injured.

‘“His focus was Kkeeping his men safe,”
Shwedo said. ‘“‘And he kept his men safe.”’

Murray, awarded the Medal of Honor for
that action, also received three Silver Stars
and two Bronze Stars for other acts of valor.

Murray’s flag-draped coffin was carried by
horse-drawn caisson from Dunbar Funeral
Home to the First Presbyterian Church, a
few blocks away. It was accompanied by pall-
bearers from the Arlington Cemetery’s ‘“‘Old
Guard,” the Army’s oldest active-duty infan-
try unit. Murray once was deputy com-
mander of the unit, best known, perhaps, for
maintaining a 24-hour-a-day vigil at the
Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

Honorary pallbearers included four Medal
of Honor recipients—Sgt. John F. Baker Jr.
of Columbia, Maj. Gen. James E. Livingston
of Charleston, Sgt. Maj. Robert M. Patterson
of Raleigh, N.C., and Col. Walter J. ‘“‘Joe”
Marm of Fremont, N. C.—as well as members
of Murray’s VFW Post 641. Also participating
were a color guard and about 40 members of
the 3rd Infantry Division from Fort Stewart,
Ga., Murray’s unit in World War II.
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Murray died of congestive heart failure
Friday, six weeks after having a pacemaker
implanted. He passed away in his bed while
taking a nap, family members said.

Murray is survived by his wife, Anne, son
Brian of Fort Payne, Ala., and daughter Cyn-
thia Anne of Roswell, Ga. Another son,
Charles P. Murray III, of Columbia passed
away in 2004.

About 600 people attended the memorial
service.

More stood quietly outside on the sidewalk
throughout the service to see Murray’s re-
mains pass by on the way to and from the
church. ‘I wanted to pay my respects,” said
Dick Rosenbeck of Columbia, a four-year
veteran of the U. S. Air Force.

Inside, dignitaries included Fort Jackson
commander Maj. Gen. James Milano, U.S.
Rep. Joe Wilson of Springdale and Col. Ted
Bell of Columbia, one of The Citadel’s most
decorated graduates from World War II.

Bell was on the faculty of the Infantry
School at Fort Benning, Ga., after the war
with Murray, a close friend.

“I thought he would be a big o1’ dumb fella
coming in there with all his exploits, but he
had a brilliant mind,” said Bell, 91, who re-
ceived the Distinguished Service Cross and
Silver Star while fighting in the Pacific. ‘‘He
was a fine person. A fine family man. And he
was one of the greatest heroes we’'ve ever
known. There is no question about it.”

The Service of Worship for the Remem-
brance of and Thanksgiving for the Life of
Col. Charles P. Murray, Jr., September 26,
1921-August 12, 2011, on August 17, 2011, was
conducted at the historic First Presbyterian
Church (Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Denomination) established in 1795. This was
the boyhood church of President Woodrow
Wilson and his parents Reverend and Mrs.
Joseph R. Wilson are buried in the Church-
yard with Ann Pamela Cunningham who, in
1853, founded the Mount Vernon Ladies Asso-
ciation which purchased and preserved
Mount Vernon:

The following biography and citation were
published in the program:

CHARLES P. MURRAY, JR.

Charles P. Murray, Jr., entered the Army
from Wilmington, North Carolina, in 1942, at-
tended Infantry OCS and was commissioned
2d. Lt. in 1943. He served during WWII in
France, Germany and Austria with 3d Infan-
try Division. His final combat assignment
was as a brigade commander in Vietnam,
where he served with the 196th Light Infan-
try Brigade and 9th Infantry Division. His
awards include the Medal of Honor, the Sil-
ver Star (3 OLC), Legion of Merit (3 OLC),
Bronze Star (OLC), Air Medal (6 OLC), Pur-
ple Heart, French Legion of Honor and Croix
de Guerre, and various Republic of Vietnam
commendation and service medals. He at-
tended National War College and has degrees
from University of North Carolina and
George Washington University.

CITATION FOR THE MEDAL OF HONOR

For commanding Company C, 30th Infan-
try, displaying supreme courage and heroic
initiative near Kaysersberg, France, on 16
December 1944, while leading a reinforced
platoon into enemy territory. Descending
into a valley beneath hilltop positions held
by our troops, he observed a force of 200 Ger-
mans pouring deadly mortar, bazooka, ma-
chinegun, and small arms fire into an Amer-
ican battalion occupying the crest of the
ridge. The enemy’s position in a sunken
road, though hidden from the ridge, was open
to a flank attack by 1st Lt. Murray’s patrol
but he hesitated to commit so small a force
to battle with the superior and strongly dis-
posed enemy. Crawling out ahead of his
troops to a vantage point, he called by radio
for artillery fire. His shells bracketed the
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German force, but when he was about to cor-
rect the range his radio went dead. He re-
turned to his patrol, secured grenades and a
rifle to launch them and went back to his
self-appointed outpost. His first shots dis-
closed his position; the enemy directed
heavy fire against him as he methodically
fired his missiles into the narrow defile.
Again he returned to his patrol. With an
automatic rifle and ammunition, he once
more moved to his exposed position. Burst
after burst he fired into the enemy, killing
20, wounding many others, and completely
disorganizing its ranks, which began to with-
draw. He prevented the removal of 3 German
mortars by knocking out a truck. By that
time a mortar had been brought to his sup-
port. 1st Lt. Murray directed fire of this
weapon, causing further casualties and con-
fusion in the German ranks. Calling on his
patrol to follow, he then moved out toward
his original objective, possession of a bridge
and construction of a roadblock. He captured
10 Germans in foxholes. An eleventh, while
pretending to surrender, threw a grenade
which knocked him to the ground, inflicting
8 wounds. Though suffering and bleeding pro-
fusely, he refused to return to the rear until
he had chosen the spot for the block and had
seen his men correctly deployed. By his sin-
gle-handed attack on an overwhelming force
and by his intrepid and heroic fighting, 1st
Lt. Murray stopped a counterattack, estab-
lished an advance position against formi-
dable odds, and provided an inspiring exam-
ple for the men of his command.
PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE

The Rev. Dr. Sinclair B. Ferguson, Senior
Minister, The First Presbyterian Church;

The Rev. L. Craig Wilkes, Associate Min-
ister, The First Presbyterian Church;

The Rev. Dr. Mark E. Ross, Professor of
Theology, Erskine Seminary;

Col. (ret.) Kevin A. Shwedo, Executive Di-
rector, South Carolina Department of Motor
Vehicles;

Dr. Richard Conant, Professor Emeritus,
University of South Carolina School of
Music;

Mr. Ronald E. Miller, Organist, The First
Presbyterian Church.

One of Colonel Murray’s greatest honors
was the naming in 2001 in appreciation of his
service of Charles P. Murray Middle School
in his childhood home of Wilmington, North
Carolina. This is such an appropriate legacy
for an American Hero. He was devoted to
promoting freedom and opportunity for the
young people of America. At Wilmington, he
earned the Boy Scout Eagle Scout Award in
1934. He is one of only eight known Eagle
Scouts to receive the Medal of Honor. In
1938, he graduated from Wilmington’s New
Hanover High School.

Thomas E. McCutchen, Sr., Esq., one of
South Carolina’s most respected attorneys
as senior partner of McCutchen, Blanton,
Hopkins, and Campbell, LLP, eloquently
praised his fellow church member:

‘“Colonel Charles Murray, Jr., was an in-
credible giant who successfully performed
for all America and for you and for me. He
was the ultimate solider. He was a step
ahead of bravery. Every man, woman, and
child here is indebted to him for freedom. On
Sundays, he sat next to the outside aisle on
the left side of this Church as you face the
congregation.”

Colonel Murray was a vital participant in
patriotic observances. He enlivened each
year the Carolina Celebration of Liberty at
the First Baptist Church of Columbia led by
Pastor Wendell Estep and First Lady Linda
Estep with the extraordinary choreography
by Minister of Music Steve Phillips being
passionately emceed by the legendary Joe
Pinner. Each year, he highlighted the Co-
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lumbia Veterans Day Parade, one of the na-
tion’s largest, where tens of thousands of
school children recognized his achievements
with the program organized by Mayors Pat-
ton Adams, Bob Coble, and now Steve Ben-
jamin, with emcee Earl Brown who is Second
Congressional District Deputy Director. I es-
pecially remember in 2003 Colonel Murray
was recognized at the patriotic services at
Grace Baptist Church in West Columbia or-
ganized by Mary Kerr and the late Reverend
Bob Kelly. This was my last opportunity to
appear with him in uniform as a Colonel in
the Army National Guard.

Another legacy of his life of service is his
success with the late Medal of Honor recipi-
ent J. Elliott Williams, the Navy’s most
decorated hero of the Vietnam War, in mov-
ing the Medal of Honor Society Museum to
the U.S.S. Yorktown in 1993 at Patriot’s
Point in Charleston Harbor at Mount Pleas-
ant.

Colonel Murray was instrumental in Octo-
ber 2010 to work with Brigadier General Eu-
gene F. Rogers and his wife former State
Representative Elsie Rast Stuart Rogers (R—
Pelion) along with Colonel Myron Har-
rington to organize the national 2010 Con-
gressional Medal of Honor Convention at
Charleston. The hosts were the South Caro-
lina State Guard Foundation and The Cita-
del, South Carolina’s historic military col-
lege.

In 2004, Colonel Murray was presented an
elegantly engraved Browning weapon by
Herst Fabrique Nationale of Liege, Belgium,
in appreciation of helping the liberation of
Belgium, France and Luxembourg from the
Nazis. It was presented to him at their sub-
sidiary FN Manufacturing Company located
near his home in Columbia which is recog-
nized for its world class armaments. The
Browning Automatic Rifle was his weapon
on December 16, 1944.

I will always cherish our final joint appear-
ance as co-Grand Marshalls of the
Sparkleberry Country Fair Parade this
spring at Sandhills in Richland Northeast.
This family-friendly event was organized by
former County Councilman John Monroe and
the white horse-drawn carriage was driven
by Don Purcell. It was inspiring to see the
public’s warm response when they recognized
Colonel Murray.

My wife, Roxanne, and I know of his en-
couragement of young people in military
service. He was a devoted advisor to our son
Alan for his Field Artillery service in Iraq
and his current service as an Army National
Guard Major and Attorney General of South
Carolina. Col. Murray and his wife, Anne,
hosted our son Addison and fiancée Lauren
Houston for the Washington 2001 Inaugural
Ceremonies for Medal of Honor recipients
and he is now a Lieutenant in the Navy hav-
ing served as a physician in Iraq. At the 60th
Anniversary of The Battle of the Bulge,
Colonel Murray was an inspiration for our
two youngest sons, Army Captain Julian
Wilson and Army 2nd Lt. Hunter Wilson,
where the Colonel gave real meaning to our
visit to The Luxembourg American Ceme-
tery and Memorial at Hamm, Luxembourg,
which is a world-class perpetual shrine for
our fallen heroes where General of the Army
George S. Patton is buried facing thousands
of his troops.

Rest In Peace, Colonel Charles P. Murray,
Jr. You have successfully completed your
duty for the American people.
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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF DRS. FAHIM AND
NAEEM RAHIM

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, at a
time when relations between the US and Paki-
stan seem tense, | would like to take a mo-
ment as a long time friend of Pakistan to re-
mind my colleagues of the tremendous con-
tribution that Americans of Pakistani origin
have made in this country. Today, | wish to
bring my colleagues attention to the story of
two of these exemplary individuals, Drs. Fahim
and Naeem Rahim of Pocatello, Idaho. Their
unparalleled contributions were formally recog-
nized this past July when they were both
awarded the prestigious Ellis Island Medal of
Honor. The award, presented by the National
Ethnic Coalition, is given yearly to American
citizens of diverse ethnic origins whose con-
tributions to our society inspire and touch the
lives of people everywhere. In their journey
from Peshawar, Pakistan to Pocatello, Idaho,
the Rahim brothers have come to exemplify
the American Dream.

| was in pursuit of this dream that both
brothers first arrived to the United States in
the late 90’s, completing their training in Ne-
phrology and Internal Medicine at the New
York Medical College in Valhalla, New York,
finishing only one year apart. During this time,
Fahim and Naeem would lay the foundation of
what would become their legacy, driven by a
relentless drive to fulfill the American dream
while also building bridges between their na-
tive and adopted cultures.

Their relentless drive and hard work soon
brought the two brothers to little Pocatello,
Idaho, where they would establish the first
Idaho Kidney Institute in 2005. What began as
a single facility in Pocatello has, through the
desire, hard work, and clinical expertise of
Fahim and Naeem, now become the largest
provider for patients suffering with kidney dis-
ease in Southeast Idaho, with a service area
that covers a population of 250,000. The
Idaho Kidney Institute facilities provide hun-
dreds of patients with a medical home for
treatment of their kidney disease, delivering
state of the art care and saving hundreds of
miles of travel for rural Idahoans.

In addition to their professional success as
nephrologists, the Drs. Rahim are also mem-
bers of the faculty at Idaho State University,
giving their time to teaching tomorrow’s med-
ical residents, medical students, physician as-
sistants in training, and nurses. Fahim and
Naeem have also had commercial success
creating their own consulting firm, Nephro
Consultants, which aids new physicians in
starting their own medical practices. Fahim
was recently nominated (2008) by the local
business community for the annual award,
“Overachiever Under 40.”

Their journey serves as an irrefutable exam-
ple that the American dream is still alive and
well. Drs. Fahim and Naeem’s noble service to
others, and the community that they now call
home, make them two shining examples of
our unique American tapestry.



September 7, 2011

MARTI EMERALD, 2011 JOHNS
FELLOWSHIP AWARD RECIPIENT

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
proclaim that there are very few public serv-
ants who are as deeply committed to the
plight of working men and women than San
Diego City Councilwoman Marti Emerald.

For the past several decades, Marti could
usually be found at numerous rallies and pub-
lic forums strongly advocating for decent
wages and adequate healthcare benefits for
the working men and women in our commu-
nity.

In fact, Marti Emerald excelled as a broad-
cast journalist for 30 years before taking the
oath of office for the San Diego City Council
in 2008. Most notably Marti was the Consumer
Advocate or “The Troubleshooter” at San
Diego’s ABC television affiliate for 22 years,
earning more than 100 awards for community
service and journalistic excellence.

Marti has deep roots in the San Diego Com-
munity. She served on the Boards of Directors
of Catholic Charities, the Better Business Bu-
reau, and the Glenner Alzheimer's Family
Centers. Marti graduated Magna Cum Laude
from National University.

During her tenure on the San Diego City
Council, Marti has focused on repairing the
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image of City government through fiscal re-
straint, pension reform and increasing trans-
parency in City government functions. Marti is
serving her third year as the Chair of the Pub-
lic Safety and Neighborhood Services Com-
mittee.

It gives me a great honor to join with the
San Diego County Building and Construction
Trades Council in honoring San Diego City
Councilwoman, The Honorable Marti Emerald,
with the 2011 Johns Fellowship Award.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF SCOTT HARRIS

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to join
my Florida Colleagues, Representatives
SANDY ADAMS, CORRINE BROWN, BILL POSEY
and DANIEL WEBSTER, to honor and pay tribute
to Scott Harris of Longwood, Florida, who
passed away on Monday, August 29, 2011.

It was our honor and privilege to have
known Scott, a veteran journalist who spent
his career covering Central Florida. Scott’'s
professional journalism informed and enlight-
ened both his colleagues and viewers alike.
He took the time to mentor many, and was a
respected, longtime political analyst covering
both Florida and national politics.
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Scott knew the news business from the
ground up. He worked his way up as a re-
porter at WCPX—Channel 6; assistant news di-
rector and anchor at WESH-Channel 2; and
as news anchor, reporter and producer for
WDBO-580 AM. Later in 1997, Scott was in-
strumental in launching News Channel 13,
where he remained until this year. With his
passing, Central Floridians lost a respected
member of our community and a real star.

Scott is fondly remembered for his wisdom,
humility and kindness. The sheer power of his
personality made a dramatic impact upon the
lives of many in Central Florida, both profes-
sionally and personally. When relaxing, Scott
enjoyed the tranquility of sailing and the chal-
lenge of golfing.

Actually, Scott Harris is a stage name. Born
Vincent McGough, he graduated from both
Edgewater High School and the University of
Central Florida. Scott proudly served our
country in the U.S. Air Force prior to his life-
long career in broadcast journalism.

Scott is survived by his son Emery
McGough of Central Florida, and three sib-
lings, Jane McGough of New York City, Sue
McGough of Central Florida and Tom
McGough of Tallahassee.

Mr. Speaker, it is our privilege to recognize
Scott Harris’ contributions to our Nation and
the great State of Florida. | ask all Members
of the U.S. House of Representatives of the
112th Congress to join me in remembering
this great American.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
September 8, 2011 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
SEPTEMBER 12

4 p.m.
Finance

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Joseph H. Gale, of Virginia, to
be a Judge of the United States Tax
Court, Michael W. Punke, of Montana,
to be a Deputy United States Trade
Representative, with the Rank of Am-
bassador, and Islam A. Siddiqui, of Vir-
ginia, to be Chief Agricultural Nego-
tiator, Office of the United States
Trade Representative, with the rank of
Ambassador, both of the Executive Of-
fice of the President, Paul Piquado, of
the District of Columbia, to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce, and David
S. Johanson, of Texas, to be a Member
of the United States International

Trade Commission.
SD-215

SEPTEMBER 13

9:30 a.m.
Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Ashton B. Carter, of Massachu-
setts, to be Deputy Secretary of De-
fense.
SD-106
10 a.m.
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine housing fi-
nance reform, focusing on if there
should a government guarantee.
SD-538
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Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Primary Health and Aging Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine poverty.
SD-430
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs
To hold hearings to examine ten years
after 9/11, focusing on if we are safer.
SD-342
Judiciary
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Civil Rights Division.

SD-226
2 p.m.
Finance
Fiscal Responsibility and Economic

Growth Subcommittee

To hold hearings to examine whether
there is a role for tax reform in com-
prehensive deficit reduction and United
States fiscal policy.

SD-215
2:30 p.m.
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

Oversight of Government Management, the
Federal Workforce, and the District of
Columbia Subcommittee

To hold hearings to examine agro-de-
fense, focusing on responding to
threats against America’s agriculture
and food system.

SD-628

SEPTEMBER 14

9:30 a.m.
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Securities, Insurance and Investment Sub-
committee
To hold hearings to examine emerging
issues in insurance regulation.
SD-538
10 a.m.
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine securing the
pharmaceutical supply chain.
SD-430
Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine the ‘“‘Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Reauthor-
ization Act’’, focusing on renewing the
commitment to victims of human traf-
ficking.
SD-226
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Surface Transportation and Merchant Ma-
rine Infrastructure, Safety, and Secu-
rity Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine moving
intercity passenger rail into the future.
SR-253
2 p.m.
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Housing, Transportation and Community
Development Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine new ideas
for refinancing and restructuring mort-
gage loans.
SD-538
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Armed Services
Personnel Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine general and
flag officer requirements.
SR-232A

SEPTEMBER 15

10 a.m.
Finance
To hold hearings to examine tax reform
options, focusing on promoting retire-
ment security.
SD-215
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine the future
of employment for people with the
most significant disabilities.
SD-106
2:15 p.m.
Indian Affairs
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
tribal transportation, focusing on pav-
ing the way for jobs, infrastructure,
and safety in native communities.

SD-628
2:30 p.m.
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

Federal Financial Management, Govern-
ment Information, Federal Services,
and International Security Sub-
committee

To hold hearings to examine improving
financial accountability at the Depart-
ment of Defense.

SD-342

SEPTEMBER 21

10 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold joint hearings to examine the
legislative presentation of The Amer-
ican Legion.
SDG-50
2 p.m.
Judiciary
Antitrust, Competition Policy and Con-
sumer Rights Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine Google, fo-
cusing on consumers and competition.
SD-226

SEPTEMBER 22
2:15 p.m.
Indian Affairs

To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the ““Tribal Law and Order Act’’ one
year later, focusing on improved public
safety and justice throughout Indian

country.
SD-628
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