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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

REAFFIRMING “IN GOD WE
TRUST” AS THE OFFICIAL
MOTTO OF THE UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 1, 2011

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | am troubled and
disappointed that this duplicative and needless
resolution reaffirming “In God We Trust” as
the official motto of the United States is being
considered today. It is a solution in search of
a problem and it comes at the cost of ad-
dressing the jobs crisis in our country. With 25
million people out of work, job creation must
be our top priority and we should be working
every day to help get Americans back to work.

Does anyone seriously believe that “In God
We Trust” has come under attack? It is my
experience that the American people do not
need to be told to respect the symbols of our
nation and our national motto. They already
do.

Some have raised questions about whether
the national motto violates the First Amend-
ment protections against the establishment of
religion. Supreme Court Justice Brennan an-
swered those concerns when he said, “The
truth is that we have simply interwoven the
motto so deeply into the fabric of our civil pol-
ity that its present use may well not present
that type of involvement which the First
Amendment prohibits.”

Finally, one of my constituents wrote to re-
mind me prior to 1956 “E pluribus unum” or
“Out of many, one” was the de facto motto of
the United States. | can’t help but wonder
whether it wouldn’t be a better motto again
today. As we face great challenges, we should
always remember that we are all in this to-
gether.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, as October
comes to a close, | rise today to celebrate
what was Domestic Violence Awareness
Month as well as bring attention to the one of
many serious issues mainly women and chil-
dren in our society are struggling with domes-
tic violence. In the United States, every nine
seconds a woman is assaulted or beaten by
stalkers or her partner. And believe it or not,
domestic violence is the leading cause of in-
jury for women in America. According to a
study, victims of domestic violence are more
than rapes, muggings and car accidents com-
bined. It really is difficult to see that even in
this great Nation of ours such unfortunate
events can take place. We, as a nation, must

take collective action to make the case that vi-
olence is not the solution and it never is ac-
ceptable.

Each year, ten million children in this coun-
try have witnessed various forms of violence
within the household. This, itself, | believe, is
unfortunate. The result of these acts has
weakened women’s voice and positioned chil-
dren in a situation where they have to grow up
without parents.

There is no doubt that domestic violence
creates viral impacts for our society. Each
year, the Federal government injects hundreds
of million of dollars fighting against the cause
by creating support programs. In a smaller
scale, many have suffered physically and
emotionally. In addition, victims would be
forced out of work due to injuries; this further
positions them in a more economical dis-
advantage. Women in this country and around
the world deserve more respect. They are the
important element in our society. In fact, they
are the mothers of our Nation’s future. This
epidemic must be stopped.

Many of us know that violence against
women has existed for a very long time in our
history. When the settlers set foot in America,
they adopted an old English common law,
which authorized a husband to use force upon
his wife, for correction purposes. Not until
1871, that we began to see women’s liberation
movements, which ultimately abrogated men’s
legal right from committing violence on his
spouse, at least in Alabama. It became a na-
tionwide concern in 1970 when the issue was
put under magnifying lens, while grassroots
movements began to grow. Prior to the move-
ment in 1970s, domestic violence was not
considered a public issue, since violence
mainly took place in one’s private property. At
the time, the government had taken measures
to ensure victim’s access to care and support.
Though not until a decade later that legisla-
tions were proposed as an attempt to take on
the issue. In 1994, two legislations were en-
acted as an effort to respond to this ongoing
problem, the Family Violence Prevention and
Service Act and the Violence Against Women
Act. In 2006, the Congress reauthorized
VAWA 2005 and Department of Justice Reau-
thorization Act 2005. These legislations have
created new programs to assist and ensure
the safety, well-being of survivors and victims.
| am also pleased to see that the President
has been showing strong support for this cam-
paign. For FY2011, President Obama requests
$649 million dollars for violence against
women programs. As of last year, there are
1,920 shelters to house and assist victims, na-
tion-wide. Our Nation has come a long way on
this issue and we still have many more unmet
challenges to face. Brighter days are ahead of
us.
| would like to take this moment to recog-
nize all my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives, government agencies in the
great State of New York, local non-profit orga-
nizations such as Greater New York City
Chapter of The Links, Dominican Women’s
Development Center, Safe Horizon 100 Black

Women, and many others in my Congres-
sional District who have shown tremendous
dedication and enthusiasm to fight domestic
violence, whether it is to seek for more protec-
tion or to ensure that support programs contin-
ued to be funded.

Mr. Speaker, in my very own district a not-
for-profit organization, We All Really Matter or
W.A.R.M., is leading the community to reach
out to battered women who have just been re-
leased from the shelters. On the 27th of Octo-
ber, W.A.R.M. will be holding its Second An-
nual Domestic Violence Panel to present posi-
tive faces of women who have been abused.
This event will be a great resource for the
community to learn more about domestic vio-
lence as well as allowing victims the break the
silence.

We must continue to do all we can to eradi-
cate violence in every household in America.
| strongly urge victims to speak up and reach
out to your local community about the issue.
Do not allow shame and fear to silence you.
The best way to solve a problem is to confront
it, not to shy away from it. You are the voice
of change in our community. Our commitment
is to ensure that there will be no more victims.
We all really matter and we all deserve to live
in a community where there is no place for vi-
olence.

A MAN ON THE GROUND IN SUDAN
HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | submit New York
Times columnist Nicholas Kristof's recent
piece highlighting the courageous work of
Ryan Boyette in the Nuba Mountains of
Sudan.

| had the privilege of meeting with Ryan
when he was recently in town. At a time when
few outside groups or media have access to
the region, he has been an eye-witness to
some of the atrocities presently occurring in
that country.

Ryan has issued a compelling clarion call to
action. Will we answer the call?

[From the New York Times, Oct. 22, 2011]

THE MAN WHO STAYED BEHIND
(By Nicholas D. Kristof)

In the last few months, as you and I have
been fretting about the economy or moaning
about the weather, Ryan Boyette has been
living in a mud-wall hut and dodging bombs
in his underwear.

Some humanitarian catastrophes—Congo,
Somalia, Sudan—Ilinger because the Killing
unfolds without witnesses. So Ryan, a 30-
year-old from Florida, has made the perilous
decision to bear witness to atrocities in the
Nuba Mountains of Sudan, secretly staying
behind when other foreigners were evacu-
ated.

I met Ryan a few years ago in Sudan, and
even then he was a compelling figure who
spoke the local languages of Otoro and Suda-
nese Arabic. An evangelical Christian deeply
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motivated by his faith, Ryan moved to the
Nuba Mountains in 2003 and worked for Sa-
maritan’s Purse, an aid group led by the Rev.
Franklin Graham.

Early this year, Ryan married a local
woman, Jazira, a health worker—and 6,000
joyous Nubans celebrated at the wedding,
along with Ryan’s parents, who flew in from
Florida.

It was clear that war was brewing in the
Nuba Mountains. The region had sided with
South Sudan in the country’s long civil war,
but now South Sudan was separating while
the Nuba Mountains would remain in the
north. The people—mostly Muslim but with
a large Christian minority—supported a
local rebel army left over from the civil war.

In June, fighting erupted. The Sudanese
government moved in to destroy the rebel
army and depopulate areas that supported it.
Aid organizations pulled out their workers.
Ryan decided that he could not flee, so when
Samaritan’s Purse ordered him to evacuate,
he resigned and stayed behind.

“A lot of people tried to convince me to
leave,” Ryan remembers. ‘‘But this is where
my wife is from, this is where I've lived for
eight years. It’s hard to get on a plane and
say, ‘Bye, I hope to see you when this ends.””’

Ryan organized a network of 15 people to
gather information and take photos and vid-
eos, documenting atrocities. He used a solar-
powered laptop and a satellite phone to
transmit them to the West, typically to the
Enough Project, a Washington-based anti-
genocide organization. He also supplied eye-
witness interviews that helped the Enough
Project and the Harvard Humanitarian Ini-
tiative find evidence of atrocities, including
eight mass graves, on satellite images. And
he helped journalists understand what was
going on.

‘““‘He’s irreplaceable,” said Jonathan
Hutson of the Enough Project. ‘“There’s no
substitute for someone on the ground.”

Ryan tried to keep his presence in the re-
gion a secret, at least from the Sudanese
government, for fear that it might seek to
eliminate a witness. Once, a bombing seemed
to target his hut, but he heard the plane ap-
proaching and ran out in his skivvies and
took cover; the bombs missed, and he was
unhurt.

After the first few weeks, the killings on
the ground abated. But the government has
continued the bombings.

“It’s terrifying when they bomb,” Ryan
told me. “You don’t feel safe at any time of
day or night.”

The bombs typically miss and have killed
fewer than 200 people, he says, but they pre-
vent people from farming their fields. Sev-
eral hundred thousand people have been driv-
en from their homes in the surrounding state
of South Kordofan, Ryan says, and a famine
may be looming.

“It’s not a good time to have kids,” Ryan
quoted Jazira as telling him. “If we have
kids, they’ll just starve.”

Frustrated by the lack of attention for the
Nubans’ plight, Ryan decided to return to
the United States this month and tell his
story. He couldn’t get a visa for Jazira in
time—obtaining an American visa for a
spouse is a long and complex process—so she
is in a refugee camp for 15,000 Nubans in
South Sudan, struggling to address health
needs there. Meanwhile, in Washington,
Ryan has testified before Congress and met
with White House officials.

Soon, he’ll go back, rejoining Jazira and
sneaking back with her into the Nuba Moun-
tains. It’ll be more dangerous than ever now
that he has gone public, but he is determined
to give voice to the voiceless—and Nubans
will do everything to protect him.

In a world where leaders often pretend not
to notice mass atrocities, for fear that they

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

might be called Upon to do something, I find
Ryan an inspiration. His eyewitness ac-
counts make it more difficult for the world
to neglect a humanitarian crisis in the Nuba
Mountains—even if he does need to brush up
on his tech skills.

I asked Ryan if he planned to use Twitter.

“Twitter?”” he asked. “I've been in the
bush for nine years, so I don’t know how to
use it.”” But he’s planning to learn.

———

TRIBUTE TO SPC. JOSEPH B.
DELOACH

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor one of South Caro-
lina’s heroic sons, U.S. Army Specialist Jo-
seph B. DeLoach, from Ruffin, South Carolina.
In 2010, Specialist DeLoach was injured by an
RPG while in Kunar Province, Afghanistan. He
was serving as a cavalry scout with the 1-32
Cavalry Squadron, 101st Airborne (Air As-
sault), out of Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

The following poem, composed by Mr. Bert
Caswell, an appreciated Capitol tour guide, is
a testament to this true American hero.

OUT IN FRONT

All in times for war!

There, are but all of those who so insure!

With Scouts Out in front, you must believe!

For way out up ahead, there are all of those
fine soul who have died and bled!

As all out there on the very edge of death,
they so live . . .

All for Country Tis of Thee, so much they
give!

Scouts Out, Heroes who no doubt . . .
not be coming home!

Gathering Intel, melding into the battle zone

. knowing so very well, death lies
close!

As they may be gone for days and days, for
only our Lord God so knows where are
they!

All to help win all those wars! Airborne!

As to new heights Blake, your fine heart has
soared!

For when they sign you up on that line,

You know for sure that you so live on all
borrowed time!

Realizing, on each new day . . . you but live
on, someone else’s prayers!

All for love of Country Tis of Thee, they
cheat death we see!

Out of RECON, all by themselves as they
must be!

As their magnificient souls go so far beyond!

Oh Yea Blake, Rambo aint got nothing on
you as into that darkness dis-
appearing, your gone!

The ones who so lead the way, and for all of
them and their fine families we now so
pray!

Way out up ahead, as into that darkness all
by themselves as they’ve so led!

Give Blake some C4 and DEC CORD, and he
will blow up anything all for . . .

All for that old red, white and blue!

For he’s a true Son of the South . . . through
and through!

Scouts out!

Bad to the bone, as Blake that’s you . .
title that you now so own!

As an American Hero so tried and true, but
The Best That South Carolina Can So
Do!

In Seven months in Iraq, you were involved
in six exploded IED’s attacks!

may
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And then on that fateful day, after recov-
ering from his injuries re upping so
bravely!

In Afghanistan, with your name on it . . .
you met an RPG that your sight so
ripped!

Right on the very edge of death, four times

As your Brothers in Arms rushing in . ..
your so blessed!
As an Angel on the Battlefield, named SPC

Resmondo so brought you back
from death!

As you magnificient warrior, so lost your
sight . . .

And yet you see far much more clearer than
any of us tonight!

As you’d do it all again, All Out in Front . . .

As so magnficiently, bringing to all your
light!

Scouts Out, are some of our nation finest
men . . . who are Devout!

As it’s only upon themselves, they they must
so count!

As this strong South Carolina son, was
raised by his fine mom and dad . . .

To be such the one!

But, there’s even more greatness still to
come . .. all in Blake’s three young
sons!

Ethan, Bryson, and Joey Jr., are but Blake’s
greatest of all loves!

Now, Blake is ‘““‘Out in Front’ all in his re-
covery, as he’s on the hunt!

Because, Scouts fight, and they don’t run!

A quiet calmness all in his heart has so
begun!

And if ever I have a son, I wish he could be
like this one!

Whose, life speaks volumes . . . all because
of what he’s so said and done!

As one day up in Heaven, one again, Blake
you will be Out in Front!

For all you’ve done, and you will see our
Lord my son!

———

HONORING LT. COLONEL THOMAS
PLOURDE

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Lt. Colonel Thomas Plourde of
Lewiston, Maine. Plourde was a member of
the 100th Battalion, 442nd Japanese Amer-
ican Combat Team in World War IlI, all of
whom will be receiving Congressional Gold
Medals today.

The 442nd Combat Team was comprised
almost entirely of Japanese Americans, men
who volunteered to fight tyranny and oppres-
sion abroad even while their families were in-
terred in camps at home. For its size and
length of service, it was the most decorated
unit in the entire history of the United States
military. In the course of their service, the
442nd earned 9,486 Purple Hearts, eight
Presidential Unit Citations, and 21 Medals of
Honor. These brave men fought with unparal-
leled skill and valor winning tremendous vic-
tories for the allies in Europe. Their heroism
cannot be overstated.

At just 23 years old at the time of his enlist-
ment, Thomas Plourde would serve as a 1st
Lieutenant before rising to become a company
commander for the 442nd. Following a deci-
sive victory in the allied push to liberate Italy,
Lieutenant Plourde led a task force that se-
cured the capture of 33 German officers and
over
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300 soldiers in the city of Alessandria. For his
actions, he was awarded a division citation
and accepted the key to Alessandria on behalf
of his battalion. Subsequently Plourde would
receive a field promotion to the rank of Cap-
tain, a Bronze Star, a Purple Heart, and a Dis-
tinguished Unit Badge for his heroism. Citing
his effectiveness under fire and his personal
concern for the men under his command,
Plourde’s commanding officer Major
Mitsuyoshi Fukuda wrote that he had “won the
highest respect from both the men and the of-
ficers within the 100th Battalion.”

Today, Thomas Plourde’s daughter, Janet
Barrett, will accept the Congressional Gold
Medal on behalf of her father for his coura-
geous service in the war. The Congressional
Gold Medal is the highest civilian award in the
United States. The decoration is awarded to
an individual who performs an outstanding
deed or act of service for the security, pros-
perity, and national interest of the country.
Mainers have a long tradition of service in the
armed forces. | am proud of Lt. Colonel
Plourde’s place in that history. His remarkable
leadership and heroism in the face of un-
speakable evil will never be forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Lt.
Colonel Thomas Plourde of Lewiston, Maine,
for his distinguished service to this country.

PENNY FOOLISH
HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to talk about common cents.

Currently it costs more than a penny for the
U.S. Mint to make a one cent coin and more
than a nickel to make the five cent piece. This
problem is currently being examined at the re-
quest of the U.S. Mint.

Over the next two years, a Pennsylvania
company has been contracted by the Mint to
conduct research and development for more
economical alternative metallic materials for
the production of all circulating coins.

As this study begins, | would like to submit
into the Record one possible solution, offered
by David L. Ganz, a friend of mine, a member
of the Board of Freeholders of Bergen County,
N.J., and a former president of the American
Numismatic Association.

In an op-ed in the Sunday New York Times
from August 21, 2011, Mr. Ganz took on the
issue of the penny and proposes a specific so-
lution, which | hope that the study will review
along with other alternatives.

[From New York Times, Aug. 20, 2011]
PENNY FOOLISH
(By David L. Ganz)

In this time of fiscal strain, Americans can
find some savings by simply looking in their
purses and pockets.

Because of increases in commodity prices,
it now costs more than one cent to make a
penny and more than five cents to make a
nickel. The United States Mint, sensitive to
the risks of changing the composition and
feel of our coinage, has been reluctant to re-
vise the composition of these two coins.

But that is precisely what the Mint—which
last year produced 4 billion pennies and 490
million nickels—should do.

While eliminating the penny has been de-
bated for decades, it is not a realistic option;
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the penny has tremendous symbolic value
and removing it would have the effect of
raising prices—particularly for people of
modest means, who use currency the most—
because retailers would round up. Reducing
the size of the coins is impractical because of
the cost of recalibrating vending machines
and the need to ensure that the coin is not
interchangeable with any foreign coin.

Changing the composition of the penny by
using less costly materials is the only fea-
sible alternative. The Mint, part of the
Treasury Department, has changed the size
or composition of the cent more than a dozen
times since 1793. Two of the most recent al-
terations were the switch to zinc-coated
steel in 1943, caused by the wartime shortage
of copper, and the switch to zinc with copper
plating in 1982, a response to rising com-
modity prices.

Past debates have brought forth a variety
of unconventional suggestions: plastic (used
as sales-tax tokens—representing fractions
of a cent—in the 1930s, but cheap-looking),
industrial porcelain (Germany and Thailand
tried this, but it breaks easily); and vul-
canite rubber (used as currency in Guate-
mala early in the last century, but too ex-
otic for American tastes).

Metallic alloys are probably the best
choice for a new-composition penny and
nickel. The precise choice needs to reflect
four values: cost effectiveness, security of
supply, aesthetic acceptability and minimal
disruption to vending machines. (Pennies are
not commonly accepted by machines, but are
sometimes inserted anyway; a penny of a dif-
ferent composition could cause machines to
jam.)

In a 1976 study of the penny, the Research
Triangle Institute rejected chromium, tin,
titanium, copper-aluminum-nickel-zinc de-
rivatives and zinc mixtures. At current
prices, none of these would be cost-effective.
In practical terms, that leaves two basic me-
tallic groups: an aluminum alloy, which is
better, heavier and stronger than the pure
aluminum cent proposed in the 1970s, but
still expensive, and steel, which is the clear
favorite for affordability and security, but
poses technical challenges.

The best approach is to meld the two. Alu-
minized steel is ideal because it is available
coiled—squeezed by rollers and then put into
a lasso-like form that can be fed directly
into a coining press. It would work for the
penny and the nickel—and the dime, if it is
ever threatened.

Let’s use a new aluminized-steel alloy that
allows the Mint to produce an affordable
penny. Ideally, this would be accompanied by
a redesign, and a collector’s-edition one-cent
coin made of gold and silver. This would
complement the success the Mint has had
with the state quarters program and with
collectors’ coins made of precious metals.

Contrary to the song, pennies do not come
from heaven. Ours come from the Mint,
which must supply them now and in the fu-
ture. Let’s reintroduce the penny as a coin
that matters, and put its production on a
sounder financial footing.

———

HONORING PATRICK HYLAND ON
HIS DISTINGUISHED CAREER AS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE
NORTHEAST PUBLIC POWER AS-
SOCIATION

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Patrick Hyland, who, for
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more than 22 years, has served with distinc-
tion as executive director of the Northeast
Public Power Association.

Under Pat Hyland’s leadership, the North-
east Public Power Association has been the
leading voice for 79 consumer-owned utilities
that provide energy to more than two million
citizens in the six New England states of Mas-
sachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Connecticut and Rhode Island.

Over the years, Pat Hyland has worked
closely with Members of the New England del-
egation, from both sides of the aisle, to ad-
vance the interest of NEPPA consumers in
New England. Under the leadership of their
local elected energy boards, NEPPA utilities
are responsible for providing reliable electric
services at affordable prices throughout the re-
gion.

Pat Hyland is well known throughout the
New England Congressional delegation for his
integrity and forthrightness. He has played a
pivotal role in advocating on behalf of NEPPA
utilities that deliver vital electricity, and in
some cases water services, on a non-profit,
publicly-accountable basis to consumers in
small and large communities throughout New
England.

To highlight just two of his successes, Pat
has effectively spearheaded legislative efforts
to increase awareness of impacts to con-
sumers in New England—who are also our
constituents—of wholesale and retail competi-
tion, including the creation of Regional Trans-
mission Organizations (RTOs), and energy ca-
pacity markets and the implementation of key
transmission rate policies.

Throughout his career, Pat Hyland has been
actively involved in federal energy policy. He
was a key resource to me during the debate
over the amendment that | successfully of-
fered to provide for open transmission access
when Congress enacted the Energy Policy Act
of 1992; he was a voice of caution regarding
the need to ensure appropriate consumer and
investor protections in the event of a repeal of
the Public Utility Holding Company Act in the
Energy Policy Act of 2005; and he was a lead-
er in the effort to obtain comparable renew-
able incentives for the customers of con-
sumer-owned utilities.

He has also taken the lead to increase con-
sumer awareness about the impact of whole-
sale and retail competition and operations of
Regional Transmission Organizations.

My personal and professional respect and
admiration for Pat runs deep, and | wish him
happiness and good health in his retirement.
The wise counsel, calm determination, and
good Irish sense-of-humor, which he has pro-
vided to me and others in Congress for many
years on behalf of NEPPA, will be sorely
missed.

| am told that one of the highlights of Pat's
life was to meet the legendary Celtics basket-
ball player Bob Cousey. | understand that, be-
cause over the last 20 years Pat Hyland has
been New England’s public power “point
guard”: taking control of the game, mastering
it with wizardry and elegance, and dazzling
fans.

And so | wish today, Mr. Speaker to say to
Pat, thank you for your service. We will miss
you and we wish you well.
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A TRIBUTE TO MR. WILLIAM
“BILL”> GOODWIN

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Bill Goodwin in recognition of his
75th birthday this Wednesday, November 2nd.

Bill Goodwin served as a page in the United
States House of Representatives during the
83rd Congress. Sponsored by former Michigan
Representative George Dondero, he began his
time as a bench page in January of 1953 at
the age of 15 in an effort to support his wid-
owed mother and four siblings back home. Bill
was quickly moved to work in the Democratic
Cloakroom where he answered calls, orga-
nized the transportation of documents and
later guarded lobby doors and access to the
House floor. Additionally, he participated in the
page glee club, sang for page graduations,
and was even asked by members of Congress
to sing the Lord’s Prayer on the Floor while
the House was in recess.

Most notably, Bill can be remembered for
his valiant efforts during the 1954 Puerto
Rican shootings in the House Chamber where
he assisted in carrying stretchers from the
House floor. In a widely popularized photo-
graph of the events, he can be recognized
carrying a stretcher bearing Representative
Alvin Bentley down the House steps.

In 1955, Bill graduated from the Capitol
Page School and returned to Michigan to fin-
ish his studies. He entered Wayne State Uni-
versity as a veterinarian student, but left two
years later to return home to support his fam-
ily. He worked as a technician at National
Cash Register for several years, and left the
company to begin his own cash register busi-
ness.

An avid entrepreneur, Bill later delved into
the hovercraft business, where he secured
several patents for the vehicle over the years.
Ever the businessman, Bill currently operates
his own landscaping business and enjoys tak-
ing part in activities such as hunting, and sing-
ing in the church choir.

Bill Goodwin’s contributions to his family,
the State of Michigan, and this House of Rep-
resentatives have been truly remarkable. On
behalf of the Fourth Congressional District of
Michigan, | am honored today to recognize Bill
Goodwin in celebration of his 75th birthday. |
hope the year to come will bring him health,
happiness, and special times with family and
friends.

——————

HONORING STORIED GAY RIGHTS
LEADER FRANKLIN KAMENY

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to intro-
duce a recent editorial by Nick Benton, editor
and publisher of the Falls Church News Press.
His editorial, which appeared on October 19,
2011, reads as follows:

It was by a remarkable and gracious coin-
cidence that the first weekend after the pass-
ing of our gay movement’s greatest pioneer,
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Franklin Kameny, the Martin Luther King
Jr. Memorial was dedicated on the National
Mall.

The ceremony included a viewing of the en-
tirety of Dr. King’s 17-minute ‘I Have a
Dream” speech delivered on the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial to 300,000 in the ‘‘Great
March on Washington” of August 28, 1963,
the year of the 100th anniversary of Lin-
coln’s signing of the Emancipation Procla-
mation.

Seven of the handful of original gay mem-
bers of the Mattachine Society of Wash-
ington, led by Kameny, attended that his-
toric rally and heard that speech. It was with
its echoes ringing in their ears that in 1965,
Kameny and a tiny cadre of fellow homo-
sexuals carried out the first-ever organized
picket line demanding homosexual equality
held at the White House gates.

In his 1963 speech, Dr. King welcomed the
racially-diverse makeup of the rally. ‘“‘Many
of our white brothers, as evidenced by their
presence here today, have come to realize
that their destiny is tied up with our des-
tiny. They have come to realize that their
freedom is inextricably bound to our free-
dom,”” he intoned.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident:
that all men are created equal,”” Dr. King de-
clared. *“I have a dream that my four little
children will one day live in a nation where
they will not be judged by the color of their
skin but by the content of their character.”

That speech directly inspired the rise of
our modern gay movement, led by Kameny
(May 21, 19256-October 11, 2011), Lilli Vincenz,
Barbara Gittings and a handful of others, as
chronicled in the film documentary, ‘‘Gay
Pioneers” (2004), produced by the Philadel-
phia Equality Forum.

Frank Kameny, I am proud to say, was my
friend in recent years. He was arguably the
single most seminal influence in the history
of our movement, so claimed at a Rainbow
History Project forum last week. Kameny
was scheduled to speak at that forum before
his untimely death at age 86 just two days
before.

His was the strident, compelling force that
led the effort against the 1950s McCarthyite
anti-homosexual witch hunts in the govern-
ment (David K. Johnson, ‘“The Lavender
Scare, The Cold War Persecution of Gays and
Lesbians in the Federal Government,” 2004).

He organized picket lines when no one else
was doing it and carried on a relentless, life-
long fight for equality. He ran for public of-
fice and railed loudly against injustice in an
era when no one, except in rarefied circles of
literary or artistic elites, dared publicly de-
clare their homosexuality.

His crowning achievement was his relent-
less, eventually successful campaign to get
the American Psychiatric Association to re-
move homosexuality from its list of mental
disorders in 1973. That signal achievement
changed the public perception of homosex-
uality, laying the groundwork for growing
public acceptance and affirmation since.

Kameny invented the slogan, “Gay is
Good,” far more controversial in its time
than it seems now. I defended it then against
objections of dedicated gay friends who con-
sidered it too radical.

When I first met Frank, I was a young gay
activist in 1970 in San Francisco. Dr. King’s
speech permeating the national ethos, I'd
made two life-changing decisions, entering
seminary in 1966 and joining Kameny and his
San Francisco counterparts prior to Stone-
wall in early 1969 to ‘‘come out’’ and join the
struggle for gay, and human, liberation.

Our fight, I wrote in the editorial for the
first Gay Sunshine newspaper, ‘‘should hark-
en to a greater cause, the cause of human
liberation, of which homosexual liberation is
just one aspect.”
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Regrettably, about that same time, the on-
slaught of the right wing, socially-engi-
neered anarcho-hedonist counterculture hi-
jacked our movement, dashing Dr. King’s ap-
peal to the ‘‘content of character’” in the
process. We've had to live, and die, with the
consequences of that since.

I reconnected with Frank in recent years,
while his contributions became more recog-
nized and appreciated. A milestone came
when the many picket signs, leaflets, speech-
es and photographs he’d kept from his ear-
liest activist days were formally received as
a special collection at the Smithsonian In-
stitution. He was honored at the White
House by President Obama, and a photo of
him and me with Vice President Biden hangs
in my office.

Along with another other early activist
and mutual friend, Lilli Vincenz, and her
long-time partner Nancy Davis, I hosted
Frank as my guest at the national dinner of
the Human Rights Campaign in 2005, and
often invited him to lunches at The Palm
restaurant in downtown D.C.

Those many lunches were not only to
enjoy his company, but to provide opportuni-
ties for my friends, especially younger ones,
gay and otherwise, to meet and appreciate
this genuine hero of our movement. Re-
cently, of this ‘Gay Science’ project,
Kameny smiled and quipped, ‘I think we
wind up in the same place.’’ I concurred.

———

TO RECOGNIZE 18TH ANNUAL YOM

HASHOAH-HOLOCAUST COM-
MEMORATION PROGRAM FOR
THE STATEN ISLAND JEWISH
COMMUNITY

HON. MICHAEL G. GRIMM

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. GRIMM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the incredible sacrifice made by the
victims of the Holocaust. On the 27th Day of
Nissan, Jews around the world stood in re-
spect and memoriam to honor the senseless
slaughter of so many. On Staten Island, the
18th annual Yom Hashoah-Holocaust Com-
memoration Program for the Staten Island
Jewish Community was held at Temple Israel
Reform Congregation, Randall Manor. Holo-
caust survivor Inge Auerbacher—a woman of
remarkable bravery—gave the keynote ad-
dress.

While humanity vowed never to repeat the
atrocities committed during the Holocaust, we
must recognize that genocide continues in
places like Darfur and Rwanda. With the
memory of the Holocaust permanently in our
minds, we must maintain an intense focus on
the present and future to put an end to these
unconscionable crimes.

———

HONORING THE WASHINGTON
STATE’S NISEI VETERANS

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Japanese-American veterans
who served so courageously during World
War Il in the 100th Infantry Battalion, the
442nd Regimental Combat Team, and the
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Military Intelligence Service. In recognition of
their extraordinary service, they are being hon-
ored with the Congressional Gold Medal.

| am especially proud to join 26 veterans,
six widows of veterans, and more than 320
family members who are here today to attend
the award ceremony on behalf of Washington
State’s Nisei Veterans Committee. We come
together to acknowledge and to thank the
Nisei veterans and their families for their sac-
rifice and their patriotism.

As an Honorary Nisei Veteran, | have had
the opportunity to talk to many of these vet-
erans, their children, and their grandchildren
as we remember the soldiers and their proud,
fearless service to our country, which is all the
more exemplary given that some of their fami-
lies were held in U.S. internment camps solely
because of their race.

Mr. Speaker, the Nisei Veterans have
helped to enrich the Seattle community and
strengthen our country. Their service and leg-
acy are an inspiration to us all. | am privileged
to be a part of the ceremony in Emancipation
Hall at the Capitol Visitor Center.

———
HONORING WORTHINGTON WHIT-
TREDGE AND THE HUDSON

RIVER SCHOOL OF PAINTING
HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
draw my colleagues’ attention to a recent
change nearby at the Capitol Visitors Center.
Two paintings by Albert Bierstadt, “Discovery
of the Hudson River” and “Entrance into Mon-
terey,” are now on public display in the CVC.
These paintings capture the beauty of the
American landscape, and, as part of the Hud-
son River School of Painting, symbolize an im-
portant time period in our country’s history that
impacted culture, recreation, and conservation
in the United States.

The Hudson River School was comprised of
painters who created detailed landscapes of
the American wilderness. One of these men,
Worthington Whittredge, is connected to my
district. His work “Sakonnet Point, Rhode Is-
land” captures the calm and color of our coun-
try’s smallest state. His paintings of my dis-
trict’s coastline reflect his studies with other
American artists and European influences.
This vibrant landscape is very emblematic of
many of the School’s ideals.

Whittredge, like many Hudson River School
painters, garnered acclaim and traveled widely
both abroad and throughout the United States.
However, his works of the American West are
not of mountainous scenes, but of the plains.
One of these works, “Crossing the River
Platte,” resides in the White House Art Collec-
tion and has been displayed in the Roosevelt
Room.

As part of the first indigenous American
schools of painting, the School’s painters used
small brush strokes to create highly detailed
paintings that accurately portrayed the land-
scapes around them. This technique contrib-
uted to one of the School's most important
legacies.

Another way the Hudson River School influ-
enced American history and culture is through
the creation of several National Parks. Many
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of Whittredge’s contemporaries, like Bierstadt,
helped support environmental conservation.
Primarily through the artists’ travels to the
American West, and also to other parts of the
United States, we can still see the dramatic
landscapes they captured on canvas of Yel-
lowstone, Yosemite, Zion, and Acadia National
Parks, among others. These landscapes were
also later used to help our predecessors cre-
ate the National Park Service in 1916.

Another legacy of the Hudson River School
of Painting is the Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New York City. Many of the School’s paint-
ers, like Whittredge, spent considerable time
traveling in the grand capitals of Europe and
were inspired by the -cultural and artistic
scenes. Together with local businessmen, law-
yers, and educators, they formed the Met in
1870. Several of the School’s painters served
as trustees or as members of the executive
committee. Today, many of their works, includ-
ing some by Whittredge, hang in the Met.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Worthington
Whittredge and the Hudson River School of
Painting made significant contributions to
American art, culture, and conservation that
have spanned three centuries.

————

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the members of the Rocky
Mountain Arsenal Restoration Advisory Board
in Colorado, who are dissolving as a board
this month after more than 17 years of service
to the nation.

As the primary community advisory board
for the U.S. Army at the Rocky Mountain Arse-
nal, the members have ensured that the com-
munity was informed and involved during each
phase of the design, remediation and trans-
formation of this environmental cleanup site
into a premier urban national wildlife refuge.
Given the importance of the task and the
many years of work it required, their dedica-
tion deserves our recognition and thanks.

Their work is particularly remarkable be-
cause of the unique role the site has played
in the history and defense of our nation. The
U.S. Army built the Rocky Mountain Arsenal
following the attacks on Pearl Harbor to manu-
facture chemical weapons as a deterrent
against the Axis Powers. After the war, the
U.S. Army leased some of the facilities to
Shell Chemical Co., which manufactured agri-
cultural chemicals at the site. As the decades
unfolded, the Rocky Mountain Arsenal played
critical roles in allowing our nation to win the
Cold War, put men into space and complete a
historic demilitarization program.

These achievements came at a price, how-
ever. Although the U.S. Army and Shell used
accepted waste disposal methods of the time,
some contamination of the structures, soil and
groundwater occurred. The communities of
Brighton, Commerce City and Denver, which
surround the Rocky Mountain Arsenal and are
represented on the Restoration Advisory
Board, help forged consensus around the en-
vironmental restoration and future use of the
site.
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Together with representatives from the U.S.
Army, Shell Qil Co., U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Environmental Protection Agency,
Colorado Department of Public Health and En-
vironment and Tri-County Health Department,
these citizens held more than 130 public
meetings. They reviewed countless technical
documents, shared community questions and
perspectives and served as liaisons with the
larger community to ensure public concerns
were addressed throughout the environmental
restoration program.

They also provided critical support for the
future use of the site as a national wildlife ref-
uge once remedial actions were complete.
Today, the Rocky Mountain Arsenal National
Wildlife Refuge encompasses more than
15,000 acres and offers habitat to more than
330 wildlife species, including American bald
eagles and wild bison. Just as importantly, the
refuge offers exhibits to educate visitors about
the historic use and legacy of the site.

Now that the environmental restoration and
transformation of the Rocky Mountain Arsenal
is complete and the board has completed its
oversight role, the Restoration Advisory Board
has decided to dissolve. Please join me in
thanking the members for their service and in
congratulating them on a job well done.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF SHILOH COM-

MUNITY FELLOWSHIP UNITED
HOLY CHURCH OF AMERICA’S
75TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Shiloh Community Fellowship
United Holy Church of America (UHCA) as
members of the congregation gather to cele-
brate its 75th Anniversary. Since its humble
beginnings in 1920, the organization has
grown structurally and in membership, while
continuing to provide outstanding spiritual
leadership to members of the community. This
organization’s service and dedication is highly
deserving of this body’s recognition.

Shiloh Community Fellowship began hosting
church services at the home of the late Rev-
erend Henry Jeffers in 1920. The steady in-
crease in membership later encouraged and
supported the decision to relocate the organi-
zation to Dewitt Avenue in Asbury Park, New
Jersey. In 1938, the late Bishop H.L. Fisher
brought the church into fellowship with United
Holy Church of America (UHCA), a title which
the organization retains today. Throughout its
tenure, Shiloh Community Fellowship UHCA
was governed by various administrations. In
1976, Reverend Sarah Wright assumed lead-
ership on behalf of her ill husband, Rev.
Thomas Wright, and became the first female
to serve at Shiloh Community Fellowship. In
1987, the Board of Trustees unanimously
agreed to build a new church at 142 Dewitt
Avenue in Asbury Park to better serve con-
stituents and members of the congregation.
The dedication service of the new building
was held on May 22, 2004 under the direction
of Elder Felton Miller. In October 2008, Rev-
erend Mark E. White, Sr. was appointed to
minister various services at Shiloh Community
Fellowship and was later installed as the new
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Pastor on February 13, 2010. To this day, he
continues to provide insightful leadership and
spiritual guidance to the members of the com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
celebrating the Shiloh Community Fellowship
United Holy Church of America’s 75th Anniver-
sary. The organization continues to provide
outstanding spiritual guidance and solace for
members of the Asbury Park community.

IMMIGRATION AND LOCAL
LEGISLATIVE REFORM

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to express
my growing concern on the current state of
our Nation’s immigration reform. On October
2nd, | had the privilege of attending a press
conference at the Church of the Ascension. |
was joined by many of my constituents, my
colleague Congressman LuUIS GUTIERREZ of llli-
nois, State Senator Adriano Espaillat, mem-
bers of New York City Council, local city offi-
cials, and numerous immigration rights advo-
cates to discuss immigration reform and a
landmark bill that will change the way the City
of New York Department of Corrections works
with the federal immigration authorities and to
reduce unnecessary immigrant deportations in
New York City.

Mr. Speaker, we all live in a nation built by
immigrants. When our great grandparents first
arrived, they had hope to escape from reli-
gious persecution or perhaps economic and
political repression; they had hope to work
hard so they can build strong families and
make a decent living with respect and dignity.
The United States of America is known to be
a country where anyone with good moral
standing, courage, endurance and the desire
to do the right thing can achieve and live the
American Dream. The least we can all do for
one another is to pave way, not to inflict pain.

Upon their arrival, those newcomers had
never been given legitimacy to help grow this
Nation. They were very well welcomed, simply
because this vast Nation desperately needed
builders. Those people worked hard, sacrificed
to strengthen the agriculture, infrastructures
and all other things our generation relies on.
Present day immigrants are still important to
our national economy. In a time when our na-
tional economy is in peril, losing this part of
our community would cause industries to col-
lapse.

The United States would not be the same
without our ancestors, who were, in fact, the
product of immigrants. They have contributed
enormously to the standing of our economy
and will continue to do the same in the future.
| believe that it only is fair to treat them with
justice and fairness. We certainly do not want
to look back in 20 or 30 years and have our
grandchildren ask: how could we be so cruel?
America can not be known as a place where
Federal agencies simply disregard local peo-
ple and laws in order to detain, deport immi-
grants, separate families and loved ones.

Folks, who are in the custody of local New
York authorities, have been, in the last two or
three years, subjected to be detained, ques-
tioned and can potentially be deported by ICE.
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Mr. Speaker, some of these folks had no prior
conviction. They post no threat to our society.
Thus, deserve a second chance. Ultimately,
we may have an honest and extensive debate
on whether or not we would like to use am-
nesty or banishment as a method to fix our
own problem, but it is imperative that the pro-
cedure is done with respect to the law and
basic human rights.

| would like to praise my colleague, Con-
gressman Luis GUTIERREZ, New York City
Council Speaker Christine Quinn, Council
Member Melissa Mark-Viverito, Council Mem-
ber Danny Dromm, Council Member Ydanis
Rodriguez and Make the Road NY Organiza-
tion for their enormous efforts to bring to the
attention this issue. | would also like to praise
the New York City Council for taking a bold
action to limit the Immigration and Custom En-
forcement’s authority over New York City De-
partment of Correction. We certainly can not
allow agency such as ICE to detain and de-
port people without the appropriate legal
basis. The introduction of Int.656-2011 cer-
tainly is a stepping stone to a true, effective
reform.

| would like to take this moment to show my
sincere appreciation for Pastor John P. Duffell
for allowing the use of the site to advocate the
reform. This is truly a humanitarian concern
and Churches through out the country should
not shy away from helping those who are in
need. | encourage more mosques, syna-
gogues, churches throughout this country to
teach and advocate local people about immi-
gration reforms. People incline to think that re-
ligion and politics should not mix and that reli-
gious institutions should stay away from this
matter. Though this isn’'t so. This matter is not
about politics; it's not about winning or losing;
it's about people who just want to work hard
and live well. We want to treat and praise
them like we have to our ancestors.

Finally, | encourage all my colleagues to
consider immigration reform as a serious con-
cern and that we can no longer neglect to es-
tablish a legislative reform that is fair, effective
and serve the best of the whole. Deporting
people, tearing families apart, build a wall to
keep people out is not real reform; it is a tem-
porary solution to a problem. We need a sen-
sible immigration policy which will allow the
best, the brightest and those who are willing to
work hard to continue the great chapter of our
Nation’s history. Mr. Speaker, America is
strong because people come from all over the
world with the intent to achieve the American
Dream. The will of the people, as history have
shown, have strive our nation to success from
every corner.

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF SCHOOL LIBRARIES

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the importance of school libraries,
which are changing to better address the
needs of students in the 21st century. School
libraries are an important part of our edu-
cational system and help prepare students for
college and a good career.

Teacher librarians teach students how to
conduct good research, how to be critical
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users of the information they find, and how to
avoid plagiarism. They also play an important
role teaching online research skills and raising
awareness of cyber safety issues.

Mr. Speaker, | know how important school
libraries are to the students in my district and
across the nation. Please join me in recog-
nizing the invaluable contributions that teacher
librarians and school libraries make to our
education system.

———

THE INTRODUCTION OF A BILL,
THE VET SUCCESS ENHANCE-
MENT ACT OF 2011

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to introduce a bill the Vet
Success Enhancement Act of 2011.

This bill renews and extends the solemn
promise we have made to our veterans. It will
allow our wounded warriors a greater chance
to prepare for, find and keep suitable jobs
through apprenticeships, vocational counseling
and general career services.

Currently, many veterans miss their window
of opportunity to enroll in the VetSuccess pro-
gram. Many veteran service organizations
have come before the Committee on Veterans
Affairs and testified that the current cut-off pe-
riod does not adequately provide disabled vet-
erans sufficient time to enroll in the program.

Therefore, | am introducing this legislation to
extend the eligibility period by 3 years. It is my
hope that this additional time will allow our dis-
abled veterans the time they need to complete
training that allows them to reenter the work-
force.

Disabled veterans have paid a steep price
in their service to our country. The least we
can do is fix a legislative technicality which
would ensure that our service men and
women are able to benefit from this important
program that allows them to return to produc-
tive civilian life.

Mr. Speaker, it is our duty to ensure that our
wounded warriors are given the opportunity to
succeed here at home. | strongly believe that
participation in the VetSuccess program can
help put veterans on a meaningful path to suc-
cess. | urge our colleagues to join me in sup-
porting our veterans.

DESTINY BEAN

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Destiny Bean
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Destiny Bean
is a 8th grader at Oberon Middle School and
received this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Destiny
Bean is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
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strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Des-
tiny Bean for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all her future accomplish-
ments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 2, 2011
Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on October
26th | was unavoidably detained and missed

rollcall vote No. 812. If present, | would have
voted “yea” on rolicall vote No. 812.

U.F. STUDENT BODY GOVERNMENT
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN RESOLU-
TION

HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the University of Florida’s Student
Body Government, and to submit for the
record their resolution supporting the U.S.
commitment to a negotiated settlement of Pal-
estinian conflict through direct Israeli-Pales-
tinian negotiations.

The University of Florida Student Govern-
ment was established in 1909, and represents
the interests of the student body. As rep-
resentatives for the students of the University
of Florida, this student government body has
put forth Resolution 2011-138, which calls for
the continuation of peaceful negotiations be-
tween Israel and the Palestinian Authority, and
to oppose any attempt seeking a unilateral
declaration of statehood from the United Na-
tions.

The students of the University of Florida
hereby resolve:

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE U.S. COMMIT-
MENT TO A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF
PALESTINIAN CONFLICT THROUGH DIRECT
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN NEGOTIATIONS, AND
CALLING UPON THE UNITED STATES TO OP-
POSE UNILATERAL PALESTINIAN EFFORTS OF
DECLARING INDEPENDENCE IN THE UNITED
NATIONS.

Whereas, a true and lasting peace between
Israel and the Palestinian people can only be
achieved through direct negotiations be-
tween two legitimate parties and the accept-
ance of Israel’s right to exist; and

Whereas, direct negotiations between two
legitimate parties to ensure an agreement
that acknowledges both historical territorial
claims to land while also taking into ac-
count the current demographic and security
realities; and

Whereas, Hamas, an organization respon-
sible for the death of hundreds of Israeli and
American civilians, has been designated by
the United States State Department as a
Foreign Terrorist Organization and is in con-
trol of the Gaza strip; and

Whereas, Hamas has held merger talks
with the Palestinian Authority and con-
tinues to forcefully reject the possibility of
peace with Israel, and
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Whereas, refusing to come to the table and
negotiate despite President Obama’s direct
request for a meeting following the Israeli
nine month settlement freeze, the Pales-
tinian Authority is preventing any construc-
tive dialogue from taking place that could
eventually lead to the formation of a Pales-
tinian state; and

Whereas, the Palestinian Authority at-
tempting to gain full membership at the
United Nations through a unilateral declara-
tion of statehood is counterproductive to the
peace process; and

Whereas, a poll done by the Palestinian
Center for Public Opinion showed that
eighty-three percent of Palestinians cited
job creation as the most pressing issue, with
only four percent citing UN recognition of
Palestinian statehood as the most impor-
tant; and

Whereas, of that same poll only forty per-
cent of Palestinians think that the UN vote
will actually help to bring about an inde-
pendent Palestinian state; and

Whereas, the United States passed H. Res
268 and S. Bill 185 calling on the Administra-
tion to block the Palestinian Authority’s ef-
forts at the United Nations, and to cut for-
eign aid to the Palestinian Authority in the
event of a unilateral declaration, and

Whereas, the Obama administration has
publicly criticized the Palestinian
Authority’s push for an unsustainable uni-
lateral declaration, then be it

Resolved That the University of Florida
Student Senate, on behalf of the students of
the University of Florida, join our elected of-
ficials in support of a peaceful, two-state so-
lution through direct negotiations between
the Palestinians and Israelis; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved That the students of the Univer-
sity of Florida support a halt to any efforts
for a unilateral declaration of statehood at
the United Nations and that the Palestinian
Authority terminates its association with
Hamas, so that it may be considered a legiti-
mate partner for peace.

————

RECOGNIZING U.S. ARMY 1ST LT.
ASHLEY I. WHITE STUMPF

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize U.S. Army 1st Lt. Ashley I. White
Stumpf—a member of the North Carolina Na-
tional Guard’s 230th Brigade Support Bat-
talion, 30th Heavy Brigade Combat Team. She
was attached to a Joint Special Operations
Task Force in Afghanistan when she and two
Army Rangers were killed as enemy forces at-
tacked her unit with an improvised explosive
device.

Ashley was commissioned in the U.S. Army
as a Medical Service Corps Officer after re-
ceiving a commission from Kent State Univer-
sity in 2009. After completing both the medical
services officer basic course at Fort Sam
Houston, Texas, and the U.S. Army basic air-
borne course at Fort Benning, Georgia, she
volunteered to become a member of a new
tactical force called Cultural Support Teams.

Cultural Support Teams highlight the impor-
tance and necessity of women on the battle-
field today. Their primary task is to engage the
female population in ways that would be cul-
turally inappropriate if performed by a male
service member. As a member of only the
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second class of women to enter this program,
Ashley was a ftrail-blazer. Cultural Support
Team members assist in a variety of functions
in Afghanistan, including medical programs,
searches and seizures, humanitarian assist-
ance, and civil-military operations. In support
of these special Special Operations units, Ash-
ley exposed herself to danger on a regular
basis and has now become the first casualty
in what the Army says is a new and vital war-
time attempt to gain the trust of Afghan
women. She will be remembered for her sac-
rifice for years to come.

Ashley’s awards and decorations are many
and include the Parachutist Badge, the Ohio
Faithful Service Ribbon, the Armed Forces
Reserve Medal, the Army Reserve Achieve-
ment Medal, and the National Defense Service
Medal. She will be posthumously awarded the
Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, the Meritorious
Service Medal, the Afghanistan Campaign
Medal, and the Combat Action Badge.

Lt. Col. David Hodne stated it well when he
said, “Ashley was an incredibly talented officer
and teammate who lost her life while com-
mitted to making a difference in our effort in
Afghanistan. She demonstrated a level of
quiet courage that set the example for others
to follow, and we will never forget her sac-
rifice. Her family is in our thoughts and pray-
ers.”

A native of Alliance, Ohio, Ms. White Stumpf
is survived by her husband Cpt. Jason Stumpf
of Raeford, N.C., her parents Robert and
Deborah White, twin sister Brittney and broth-
er Josh, all of Alliance. Loved by friends, fam-
ily and citizens across this nation, Ashley will
remain a shining example of selfless sacrifice.

| honor Ashley’s life, her service, and her
memory. She will surely be missed by many,
but she—along with all of our fallen heroes—
will not be forgotten.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. W. TODD AKIN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 816
and 817, | was delayed and unable to vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted “aye”
on both.

DEAN ROGERS
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Dean Rogers
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Dean Rogers
is a 8th grader at Drake Middle School and re-
ceived this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Dean Rog-
ers is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.
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| extend my deepest congratulations to
Dean Rogers for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all his future accom-
plishments.

——————

HONORING THE WORLD WAR II
VETERANS OF ILLINOIS

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the World War Il veterans who are traveling to
Washington, D.C. today with Honor Flight Chi-
cago, a program who provides as many World
War Il veterans as possible the opportunity to
see the World War Il Memorial here in Wash-
ington, D.C., a memorial that was built to
honor their courage and service.

The American Veteran is one of our great-
est treasures. The Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors,
Marines, and Coast Guardsmen traveling here
today answered our nation’s call to service
during one of its greatest times of need. From
the European Campaign to the Pacific Asian
Theatre to the African Theater, these brave
Americans risked life and limb, gave service
and sacrificed much, all while embodying what
it is to be a hero. We owe them more grati-
tude than can ever be expressed.

| welcome these brave veterans to Wash-
ington and to their memorial. | am proud to
submit the names of these men and women
for all to see, hear, and recognize, and | call
on my colleagues to rise and join me in ex-
pressing gratitude.

Marvin Leroy Abramson, Louis Alejandre,
Earl Allen, Robert Arvidson, Thomas Atchison,
Julio A. Battistoni, Birgie Dean Bergeson,
Charles S. Bergh, Earl F. Bishop, Stanley J.
Biskup, Ralph Blattner, Marjorie H. Bobzin,
William J. Bolt, Lloyd Bowman, Seymour
Brodsky, Edward V. Bucaro, Norman E.
Burbury, Julius Burrell, Anthony Candice,
Wiliam J. Christian, Vernon Ciske, Guy
Colletti, Irving Covitt, Louis Czyzewski, Robert
K. Dean, Walter J. Dobosz, Edward L. Effertz,
Vincent J. Fiduccia, Arthur E. Fossland, Paul
J. Gerjol, Wilbert Gerrish, Louis Guthmann,
Arthur J. Habel, Gerald Hastings, Roscoe
Hastings, Edward C. Hausknecht Jr., Albert R.
Heminger, Edward J. Heywood, William R.
Higgins, Gerald Hulslander, Diderick M.
Iversen, Robert Jenkins, Alfred Jordi Jr.,
Francis Kaduk, Albert Komar, John Kotowski,
Robert Bernhardt Krueger, Walter C. Kuhn,
Herbert J. Lustig, George Mahony, James E.
McShane, William Merrill, Harold Milling,
Edwin John Misniak, Charles W. Moffett, Aldo
J. Mob, Mary C. Nolan, Fulton Nolen Sr., Jo-
seph R. Pacholski, Jerome Pierce, Joseph P.
Pomykala, Frank N. Popp, Frederick Popper,
Richard Priske, Robert Prorok, Eugene G.
Qualizza, John Radke, Fred V. Randazzo,
Kenneth L. Rapalee, Raymond F. Reece, Wil-
liam G. Rieker, John L. Ritchie, Eugene V.
Rodarte, Shirley Marie Roeing, Richard Sven
Roeing, Sam A. Scardino, Louis C. Seno, Vin-
cent James Serio, Lawrence Smith, Samuel
Stookal, Edward Sulkowski, Clarence F.
Talentowski, Herbert L. Tatroe, Hilbert O.
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Teske, George H. Thompson, Gilbert T.
Vinzani, George H. Vozari, Barbara Q. Wat-
son, Harold E. Weir, Franklin C. Wellhausen,
John P. Whitbroad, Richard Wolff, Berlin W.
Wyman, Elmo R. Younger, Michael Yurchak,
Leonard F. Zaehler, Walter Ziolkowski.

———————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today our national debt is
$14,971,1831,021,178.32.

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $4,333,405,274,884.52 since then. This
debt and its interest payments we are passing
to our children and all future Americans.

———

SALUTING THE BETTER BUSINESS
BUREAU OF MIDDLE TENNESSEE

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
salute the Better Business Bureau of Middle
Tennessee. An organization dedicated to con-
sumer protection, business standards, and
community involvement, the Bureau has seen
record growth and become a pillar in our great
city of Nashville.

In October of 1961, the Bureau opened its
doors with 510 members. During the 1960s, it
handled nearly 80,000 service requests. After
5 decades of expansion and growth, the Bet-
ter Business Bureau of Middle Tennessee now
has 5,000 members. In 2011, the Bureau will
top 3 million requests with 98 percent of all
services delivered via the Internet.

The Better Business Bureau of Middle Ten-
nessee has a solid reputation for both helping
the consumer and raising the standards of
business. The Bureau continually encourages
businesses to strive for the highest and most
ethical standards in commerce. Local busi-
nesses aspire to be recipients of the highly
coveted “Torch Award for Marketplace Eth-
ics.”

Although its primary focus is to direct con-
sumers to businesses they can trust, the Bet-
ter Business Bureau of Middle Tennessee has
become a community partner and a good cor-
porate citizen. The Bureau has invested in
higher education awarding scholarships to de-
serving high schools students through the
“Students of Integrity” program and partners
with many other nonprofits in community
events throughout the area.

And so, Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege today
to salute the Better Business Bureau of Middle
Tennessee for its 50 years of dedicated serv-
ice to our citizens and our community, and for
promoting higher ethical standards in busi-
ness.

November 2, 2011

RECOGNIZING JUDGE RICARDO M.
URBINA

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ask the
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing Judge Ricardo M. Urbina, the first
Latino appointed to the bench in the District of
Columbia. President Ronald Reagan nomi-
nated Judge Urbina for the Superior Court of
the District of Columbia in 1981, and President
Bill Clinton nominated him for the U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia in 1994.
Both before and after these path-breaking judi-
cial appointments, Judge Urbina has been rec-
ognized by his peers, his city, and many orga-
nizations for his many contributions to the law
and to society.

Judge Urbina began establishing his reputa-
tion with his broad experience as an attorney
in the Public Defender Service for the District
of Columbia, in private practice specializing in
commercial litigation, and as an associate pro-
fessor at Howard University School of Law.
Among Judge Urbina’s achievements while on
the bench was his leadership of efforts by the
bar and community organizations to create the
Superior Court’s Office of Interpreter Services,
which for the first time institutionalized the
practice of providing court interpreters for non-
English speakers and the hearing-impaired.

The District of Columbia and its residents
are particularly grateful for Judge Urbina’s at-
tention to our youth and for his work in devel-
oping the next generation of legal achievers
by exposing D.C. high school students to the
court system, as well as by teaching law while
on the bench. Throughout his career, Judge
Urbina has been invested in improving both
the law that serves our community and the
community where the law is observed.

Judge Urbina has now taken senior status
on the U.S. District Court for the District of Co-
lumbia, but he will continue to serve the city,
the court, and the law in a multifaceted life
and career that has been characterized by
dedication and wisdom. Judge Urbina’s career
in the law has special meaning today particu-
larly for Latinos, the fastest growing commu-
nity in our country. The judge’s roots in our
Latino community make him a history-making
role model particularly for a community that
had no presence on either our local or federal
courts before he paved the way on both. Yet,
because of Judge Urbina’s professionalism,
excellence, character, and many contributions
to the law and to the community, he has set
a high bar as a lawyer, judge and distin-
guished citizen not only for lawyers, but for all
who aspire to achieve in our city.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in honoring Judge Ricardo M.
Urbina for his accomplishments on the courts
on which he has served and for his contribu-
tion to the law and to the residents of the Dis-
trict of Columbia.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, No-
vember 1, 2011, | missed a series of votes
due to a mechanical failure of a United Air-
lines plane, and the unavailability of a replace-
ment, at Cleveland Hopkins Airport. If | had
been present, | would have voted “aye” on
rolicall No. 816 and “aye” on rollcall No. 817.

———

HONORING CRYSTAL GLOBE
AWARD WINNER FRANKIE FESKO

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with sin-
cere admiration that | recognize the Asian
American Medical Association, which is
hosting its 35th Annual Gala on Saturday, No-
vember 5, 2011, at the Avalon Manor in
Merrillville, Indiana. Each year, the Asian
American Medical Association pays tribute to
prominent, outstanding citizens and organiza-
tions for their contributions to the community.
In recognition of their efforts, these honorees
are awarded the prestigious Crystal Globe
Award at this annual banquet.

The Asian American Medical Association
has always been a great asset to Northwest
Indiana. Its members have selflessly dedicated
themselves to providing quality medical serv-
ices to the residents of Indiana’s First Con-
gressional District and have always dem-
onstrated exemplary service through their
many cultural, scholastic, and charitable en-
deavors.

At this year's Annual Gala, the Asian Amer-
ican Medical Association will present the Crys-
tal Globe Award to one of Northwest Indiana’s
finest citizens, Frankie Fesko. For her out-
standing accomplishments and charitable con-
tributions to numerous organizations, she is
worthy of such an honor.

Frankie graduated from llliana Christian
High School and continued her education,
earning a bachelor's degree from Depauw
University and a master’s degree from Purdue
University. Frankie then spent many years as
a teacher for the School City of Hammond and
the School Town of Munster. She also worked
as a Supervising Teacher at Purdue University
Calumet in Hammond.

Frankie has been a true inspiration when it
comes to community service, devoting much
of her time and efforts to serving so many in
need throughout Northwest Indiana. Her
amazing compassion and generosity led her to
become involved in many charitable organiza-
tions throughout the years. Frankie has
chaired many events including: the Perennial
Ball, which is a fundraiser for the Community
Cancer Research Foundation, the Share and
Love annual luncheon fundraiser for the Can-
cer Resource Center in Munster, and Briarfest,
which benefits a different organization every
year and has supported the National Kidney
Foundation, Hospice of the Calumet Area, the
Humane Society, Campagna Academy, and
the Boy Scouts of America. Additionally,
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Frankie serves as a board member for many
charitable organizations including: the Munster
Medical Research Foundation, the Community
Cancer Research Foundation, and the Legacy
Foundation. Frankie serves as Chairwoman of
the Board for the Community Foundation of
Northwest Indiana, which is a non-profit orga-
nization that works to improve the health and
quality of life for people in Northwest Indiana.
The businesses that the foundation operates
include three non-profit hospitals in Northwest
Indiana: Community Hospital in Munster, Saint
Catherine Hospital in East Chicago, and Saint
Mary Medical Center in Hobart. The founda-
tion has also been instrumental in the devel-
opment of The Center for Visual and Per-
forming Arts, the creation and operation of the
Community Cancer Research Centre Founda-
tion, and the donation of land to create the
Edward P. Robinson Community Veterans Me-
morial and Hartsfield Village Retirement Com-
munity in Munster. For her exceptional dedica-
tion and passionate support to so many chari-
table endeavors, Frankie was awarded the
very first Community Leader Award at the
Northwest Indiana’s Most Influential Women of
the Year Awards Banquet in June 2011.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending the Asian American Medical Associa-
tion, as well as this year's Crystal Globe
Award recipient, Frankie Fesko, for their out-
standing contributions to their communities
and beyond. Their unwavering commitment to
improving the quality of life for the people of
Northwest Indiana and throughout the United
States is truly inspirational. For these reasons,
the Asian American Medical Association, its
members, and Frankie Fesko are to be recog-
nized, and | am proud to serve as their rep-
resentative in Washington, DC.

——————

DILAN RAMOS

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Dilan Ramos
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Dilan Ramos
is an 11th grader at Jefferson Senior High and
received this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Dilan
Ramos is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Dilan Ramos for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all his future accom-
plishments.
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF JOHN
J. NALBONE, SR.

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor a longtime leader in the field of avia-
tion—the late John J. Nalbone Sr. Mr.
Nalbone dedicated his life to the field of avia-
tion and was tireless in his efforts to make the
skies accessible to many of his friends, family
and neighbors in his hometown of Dunkirk,
NY.

Mr. Nalbone was fascinated with flying since
boyhood, and shortly after graduating from
Jamestown High School he went off to Leroy,
NY where he was chosen to undergo early
government training in the field of modern
aviation. This training became essential part of
America’s defense system as the United
States entered World War Il in 1941. At this
time John was assigned to the 54th Flight
Training attachment at Dorr Field in Acadia,
FL where he was the primary instructor for
Sherman Biplanes until the end of the war.

After the war, John and his wife relocated
back to Western New York, where he became
a civilian flight instructor and was able to open
his own flight school at Werle Field, a small
grass strip equipped only with runway lights.
John soon realized that through instruction,
pilot exams, and rebuilding of aircrafts he
could continue to pursue his love for flying
while providing a modest lifestyle for himself
and his family.

By 1960, Mr. Nalbone became the manager
of the Dunkirk Airport while still maintaining his
own airfield, instruction school and building
several of his own aircraft including a Steen
Skybolt, and a Grumman Tiger which he flew
into his mid 80’s.

During his lifetime, John was the recipient of
numerous aviation awards including the FAA’s
Lifetime Achievement Award in both 1996, and
2003. Mr. Nalbone was also awarded the
prestigious Charles Taylor Mechanics Award,
which is presented to aviators with 50 or more
years of service in the aviation industry.

Mr. Nalbone passed away at the age of 93.
He is survived by his three children and six
grandchildren. Clearly, Mr. Nalbone passed
his love of aviation along to his family. | have
dealt very often with his son Lou, who cur-
rently serves as President of Dunkirk Aviation,
and who remains Chautauqua County’s most
tireless advocate for aviation in New York’s
Southern Tier.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to ask you and
our colleagues to extend the sympathies of
the House to the family of John J. Nalbone
Sr., to recognize his contributions to our mili-
tary and to his community, and for his commit-
ment to the United States of America, and to
Western New York.

RECOGNIZING RICHARD G. LANDIS
HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 2, 2011
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today

in recognition of Richard Landis of Lake Wild-
wood, California. Mr. Landis grew up in
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Marysville and Yuba City. He and his wife,
Beth, met while attending the University of La
Verne. They have three grown children.

Dick Landis began his long legacy of con-
tributing to his community by serving our
country as an aviator in the U.S. Army Air
Corps. He had a distinguished military service
record, having flown the P-38 and the P-51 in
two and a half combat tours in the European
theater.

After graduating from La Verne and leaving
military service, Dick went on to have a very
successful business career, eventually rising
to be Chairman and CEO of the Del Monte
Corporation, as well as serving on the boards
of several other corporations. During his ten-
ure in the private sector Dick was known for
his active involvement in the communities in
which his firms did business. He was named
California Manufacturer of the Year in 1981
and given the Good Scout Award as well as
the Silver Beaver Award in 1975 by the San
Francisco Bay Area Council of the Boy Scouts
of America, of which he was Executive Board
Chairman.

In the 1980s, Landis retired to Lake Wild-
wood. In Nevada County, Mr. Landis has been
a very enthusiastic supporter, member of the
Board and major donor to Music in the Moun-
tains, Penn Valley Rotary becoming a Paul
Harris Fellow many times over and having re-
ceived Rotary Foundation’s Major Donor Rec-
ognition, supporting and advising Nevada
County Habitat for Humanity, along with sev-
eral other non-profit organizations. He has au-
thored two books on business and personal
ethics, one of which is aimed at encouraging
youth to be active members of their commu-
nities throughout their lifetimes.

This weekend, the Rotary Club of Penn Val-
ley, California will host a dinner in Dick’s
honor to thank him for his many years of sup-
port for his community and to raise funds to
endow the Dick Landis Music in the Mountains
Rotary Scholarship through the new Penn Val-
ley Rotary Foundation. The group is right to
honor Mr. Landis, and | am proud to rise today
in recognition of his fine example of how a cit-
izen can contribute to his community and
country.

————
INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO
AMEND TITLE 38, UNITED

STATES CODE, TO EXTEND THE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS DEMONSTRATION
PROJECTS ON ADJUSTABLE
RATE MORTGAGES AND HYBRID
ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGES

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to introduce a bill to
amend title 38, United States Code, to extend
the Department of Veterans Affairs demonstra-
tion projects on adjustable rate mortgages and
hybrid adjustable rate mortgages.

My bill would ensure we continue to provide
affordable mortgages for our veterans, who
put their lives on the line protecting our free-
dom. This VA-backed mortgage program is
currently set to expire next year.

In contrast to traditional Adjustable Rate
Mortgages (ARMs), VA-guaranteed ARMs limit
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the annual interest rate adjustment to a max-
imum increase or decrease of one percent.
Over the life of the loan, the interest rate is
limited to @ maximum increase of five percent.
For VA-backed hybrid ARMSs, the interest rate
adjustment is limited to two percent each year,
with a maximum increase of six percent over
the life of the loan.

Compared to a conventional mortgage, VA-
backed ARMs and hybrid ARMs make it easi-
er for veterans to obtain affordable financing.
If interest rates drop, veterans can save thou-
sands of dollars in mortgage payments. This
legislation would make mortgages more af-
fordable and would play an important role in
combating veteran homelessness.

The Department of Veterans Affairs esti-
mates that over 100,000 veterans are home-
less, while 1.5 million veterans are considered
“at risk” of homelessness due to poverty and
substandard housing arrangements. These
mortgage extensions encourage veterans to
pursue the American Dream of homeowner-
ship and ensure that they are not living on the
streets due to the volatility and exposure of
traditional mortgages.

Mr. Speaker, one of the most overarching
public policy goals of the Congress and our
country is to take care of our veterans. |
strongly believe that providing affordable mort-
gage rates is a key component in our effort to
meet this goal. | urge our colleagues to join
me in supporting this successful and nec-
essary program.

—

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
““OCCUPY WALL STREET” MOVE-
MENT, THE VOICE OF THE 99%
AND A VISION OF DEMOCRACY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
support of the Occupy Wall Street Movement
and to bring the voices of the long-oppressed
99% back to the Representatives who are
supposed to represent them.

Truly, when | think of the vision of democ-
racy today, instead of our gridlocked Con-
gress, where we can hardly speak to each
other because of deeply polarized political dif-
ferences, | look to the Occupy Wall Street
groups burgeoning across the country.

They took to heart the value of the free-
doms of speech and assembly consecrated in
the Bill of Rights, and put them to practice.
They are convening in open air town halls to
give voice to the voiceless and organize as a
unit. Here in Congress, every vote comes with
a fight. After it is all said and done, the dis-
agreement remains and the bitterness
deepens. Out there in the General Assemblies
of these “Occupation” sites, decisions are
made by consensus. Who has it figured out
better?

Some are quick to dismiss the protesters as
a bunch of kids who do not know what they
are doing. | beg to differ.

Yes, the Occupy Wall Street groups have
no established leadership team. But that is
very much by choice. And in many ways,
these eclectic gatherings are so much strong-
er as a collective of equals. Each individual,
from child to senior, has taken initiative to help
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in a way best suited to his or her interests and
abilities. They have voluntarily taken up posts
to welcome newcomers, to offer legal advice,
to provide medical relief, to cook, to clean, to
entertain, and to be sure, to discuss policy,
from sustainability to electoral reform.

And yes, these General Assemblies do not
have a bill of solutions to present for delibera-
tion on the floors of Congress to rectify the
problems facing our country. But they have
deliberately chosen not to present a list of de-
mands as an organizational strategy. In the
second issue of the New York occupation
newspaper, cleverly named the “Occupied
Wall Street Journal”, they declared: “No List
of Demands. We are speaking to each other
and listening. This occupation is first about
participation.”

And they are right. All they need to know is
that they are discontent with the status quo in
this country and are willing to do something
about it. This is what democracy is all about.
If the people do not express their point of
view, how are their voices supposed to be
represented?

The fact is that the people have been trying
to communicate their grievances—through
phone calls, letters, petitions, national con-
ferences, and other traditional methods of or-
ganizing—yet we, their elected representa-
tives, have failed to produce legislation to ade-
quately address their needs. Now they are
mad as hell, and | do not blame them. In fact,
| thank them for containing their anger and or-
ganizing in a non-violent manner.

My colleagues, it is our sworn duty to listen
to our constituents and represent their views.
Why are we not honoring the position of the
99%? Why do attacks on the 99% persist?
What more do the American people have to
do to get its Congress to wake up and actually
deliver the systematic changes that are nec-
essary to lift this country out of its fiscal reces-
sion and spiritual depression? The American
Dream needs to be revived with some real
changes before it withers away like the mil-
lions upon millions of dreams deferred.

Americans have been suffering long before
these market crashes, bubble bursts, and
quagmire wars. This movement is not about
ephemeral concerns and will not be mollified
by superficial fixes. The problems highlighted
by Occupy Wall Street contingents around the
country are deeply entrenched structural
issues and we must address them earnestly
and develop permanent, holistic solutions. We
can no longer afford to patch one sleeve with
the other. It is abundantly clear that a total
make-over is needed.

The process will be difficult, but we must
undertake the challenge. We cannot simply
bicker on and watch more than a quarter of
our children grow up in poverty. We cannot
simply hype up the promises of higher edu-
cation and abandon our students when they
are locked down with debt. We cannot simply
wait for the “market god” to do its wonders
and leave our families to suffer as the prices
go up and real wages go down. It is not only
our job to rectify these wrongs, it is our moral
obligation.

| call on all my colleagues to listen to the
voices of the people and act. Let us collabo-
rate in good faith and reaffirm that this is a
government of the people, by the people, and
for the people. The American public is sick
and tired of waiting. It is time to get to work.
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Once more | urge spiritual leaders all across
the country to take an active role in this move-
ment. Every faith tradition affirms the value of
social justice. This is the time to fight for a
more perfect nation, one that would more
closely embody the ideals upheld in our holy
books. | ask all faith leaders to encourage
their congregants to contact their elected offi-
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cials and make sure that their views are faith-
fully represented.

Lastly, | would like to remind all the leaders
of the world that this movement is not stop-
ping at Wall Street, in New York, or even with-
in the bounds of the United States. More than
1,500 cities around the globe committed to
launching united campaigns for global change
on October 15, 2011. The “Occupation” is
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poised to continue, growing persistently as
more and more people step out and speak up.
Never forget that the power of government is
derived from the consent of the governed.
Their will and support are the foundations on
which our nations were built. Listen to the
99%, preserve peace, and ensure justice to
all.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, No-
vember 3, 2011 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
NOVEMBER 4

10 a.m.
Joint Economic Committee
To hold hearings to examine the unem-
ployment situation for October 2011.
210, Cannon Building

NOVEMBER 8

9:30 a.m.
Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the Com-
mittee’s investigation into counterfeit
electronic parts in the Department of
Defense supply chain.
SD-G50
10 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources
To hold hearings to examine market de-
velopments for United States natural
gas, including the approval process and
potential for liquefied natural gas ex-
ports.
SD-366
Finance
To hold hearings to examine unemploy-
ment insurance, focusing on the path
back to work.
SD-215
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Roberta S. Jacobson, of Mary-
land, to be Assistant Secretary for
Western Hemisphere Affairs, Mari Car-
men Aponte, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Ambassador to the Republic
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of El Salvador, and Adam E. Namm, of
New York, to be Ambassador to the Re-
public of Ecuador, all of the Depart-
ment of State.
SD-419
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine beyond No
Child Left Behind (NCLB), focusing on
views on the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Reauthorization Act.
SD-106
Judiciary
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Department of Justice.
SD-226
2 p.m.
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Nancy Maria Ware, to be Di-
rector of the Court Services and Of-
fender Supervision Agency for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Michael A. Hughes,
to be United States Marshal for the Su-
perior Court of the District of Colum-
bia, Department of Justice, and Danya
Ariel Dayson, Peter Arno Krauthamer,
and John Francis McCabe, all to be an
Associate Judge of the Superior Court
of the District of Columbia.

SD-342
NOVEMBER 9
10 a.m.
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.
SD-342
2:30 p.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold hearings to examine securing our
nation’s transportation system, focus-
ing on oversight of Transportation Se-
curity Administration’s current ef-
forts.
SR-253
Foreign Relations
Near Eastern and South and Central Asian
Affairs Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine United
States policy in Syria.
SD-419
Judiciary
Privacy, Technology and the Law Sub-
committee
To hold hearings to examine health and
privacy, focusing on protecting health
information in a digital world.

SD-226
NOVEMBER 10
10 a.m.
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Roslyn Ann Mazer, of Maryland,

November 2, 2011

to be Inspector General, Department of
Homeland Security.

SD-342

Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine Veterans’

Affairs mental health care, focusing on
addressing wait times and access to
care.

SR-418

2:15 p.m.
Indian Affairs
To hold hearings to examine S. 1192, to

supplement State jurisdiction in Alas-
ka Native villages with Federal and
tribal resources to improve the quality
of life in rural Alaska while reducing
domestic violence against Native
women and children and to reduce alco-
hol and drug abuse and for other pur-
poses, S. 872, to amend the Omnibus In-
dian Advancement Act to modify the
date as of which certain tribal land of
the Lytton Rancheria of California is
considered to be held in trust and to
provide for the conduct of certain ac-
tivities on the land, and S. 1763, to de-
crease the incidence of violent crimes
against Indian women, to strengthen
the capacity of Indian tribes to exer-
cise the sovereign authority of Indian
tribes to respond to violent crimes
committed against Indian women, and
to ensure that perpetrators of violent
crimes committed against Indian
women are held accountable for that
criminal behavior.

SD-628

NOVEMBER 15

2:30 p.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Jon D. Leibowitz, of Maryland,
and Maureen K. Ohlhausen, of Virginia,
both to be a Federal Trade Commis-

sioner.
SR-253

NOVEMBER 17
2:15 p.m.
Indian Affairs
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the future of internet gaming, focusing
on what’s at stake for tribes.
SD-628

DECEMBER 6

2:30 p.m.
Judiciary
Antitrust, Competition Policy and Con-
sumer Rights Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the Express
Scripts/Medco merger.
SD-226
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