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CONGRATULATING CALEB 
WILFONG 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Caleb Wilfong of the Rock Bridge 
High School Bruins Boys Cross Country team 
for winning the individual Class 4 Missouri 
State Championship. 

Mr. Wilfong should be commended for all of 
his hard work throughout the regular season 
and bringing home the individual state title to 
his school, family and community. At the State 
Cross Country Championships in Jefferson 
City, Caleb won the individual state title with a 
time of 15 minutes 54.13 seconds. He holds 
Rock Bridge’s school record for a 3.1-mile 
race and is the school’s second individual 
cross country champion. 

I ask that you join me in recognizing Caleb 
Wilfong for a job well done. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DR. BOB CURRY 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the long and distinguished career of Dr. 
Robert Curry. Dr. Curry, a prominent professor 
of hydrology and geology at both the Univer-
sity of California at Santa Cruz and California 
State University at Monterey Bay, has spent 
his entire professional life teaching genera-
tions of students how human activity can 
change the earth’s surface. He has also spent 
countless hours, many without pay, working 
for conservation organizations on issues rang-
ing from soil conservation, wetland preserva-
tion, water quality, to endangered species pro-
tection. Dr. Curry is truly a modern renais-
sance man. He has mastered many dis-
ciplines, including hydrology, geology, fluviual 
geomorphology, climatic history, wetland delin-
eation, forest ecology, and geologic hazard 
evaluation. It is important we honor his vision, 
dedication, and tenacity in doing as much as 
humanly possible to protect the natural envi-
ronment from unnecessary harm. 

Dr. Curry is a native Californian, raised in 
the Sierra Nevada area of eastern California 
where both sets of grandparents instilled in 
him a love of natural history, hiking and camp-
ing. Dr. Curry and his three younger siblings, 
Barbara, Judy, and Joe as well as aunts, un-
cles and many cousins have deep roots in the 
land. He ultimately completed his doctoral dis-
sertation on the climatic history of the Sierra 
Nevada and his parents are now buried at 
high elevation in what is now a Wilderness 
Area. 

Dr. Curry studied at the undergraduate and 
masters level at the University of Colorado. He 

later earned a Ph.D in Geology and Geo-
physics at UC Berkeley, where he helped draft 
California’s Forest Practices Act. Dr. Curry 
subsequently taught for over 45 years, begin-
ning at UC Santa Barbara. He later served as 
Provost and professor at UC Santa Cruz be-
fore joining the California State University 
Monterey Bay faculty where he created the 
Watershed Science curriculum. 

Perhaps his most significant contribution 
was the cooperative authorship of Section 
102(2)(c) of the National Environmental Policy 
Act. In 1969, Dr. Curry served as the initial 
science advisor to the U.S. Senate Public 
Works Committee following its review of the 
Santa Barbara Oil Spill. Working with Senator 
Ed Muskie, chairman of the Air and Water Pol-
lution Subcommittee who was drafting the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act, Dr. Curry’s 
work lead to the clause that says if public 
funds are used to develop information about 
projects of national interest that could guide 
public policy, the information must be released 
to the public. This became the basis for the 
Environmental Impact Statement, which has 
served the public by bringing transparency to 
the policy process. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for the whole 
House in honoring the career of this remark-
able scientist and conservation leader. Cali-
fornia, and indeed the world, are better for his 
efforts. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF SHERI-
DAN FIRE CHIEF JEFFREY D. 
ROBERTS 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the death and celebrate the life 
of Sheridan Fire Chief Jeffrey D. Roberts. 

Chief Roberts had served as an officer in 
the 45-member volunteer fire department for 
the past six years, and two years ago was 
elected chief. In addition to his fire service, 
Chief Roberts served Chautauqua County tax-
payers as a member of the Chautauqua Coun-
ty Department of Public Works. 

A devoted husband and father, Chief Rob-
erts leaves behind his wife Katie and children, 
Alexis and Berkley. A tremendously well-liked 
and well-respected leader in our volunteer fire 
corps in Western New York, Chief Roberts’ 
untimely passing is indeed a tragedy, and the 
entire Western New York community joins with 
Katie, Alexis and Berkley in mourning the 
Chief’s death. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with profound sadness, 
but also with pride that I ask you, and all of 
the members of the House, to join with me in 
celebrating the life of Chief Jeffrey Roberts, 
and to join with his family in remembering him 
as a dedicated and fearless public servant, 
and a proud member of our Western New 
York community. 

RECOGNIZING LAWRENCE A. 
SOLBERG, MD, PHD, FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO THE FIELD OF HE-
MATOLOGY AND PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements of Dr. Law-
rence A. Solberg, a Floridian who has dedi-
cated his professional life to biomedical re-
search and medicine. 

Having published numerous articles in var-
ious publications and scientific journals and re-
ceived professional recognition and honors 
from a number of organizations, Dr. Solberg 
has accomplished an extraordinary number of 
professional milestones and achievements. 

Dr. Solberg is a hematologist currently in 
the Division of Hematology-Oncology at the 
Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida. He also 
serves as Vice-Chair of the Research Oper-
ations Management Team and Chair of the 
Clinical Research Subcommittee of the Mayo 
Clinic in Florida. Dr. Solberg previously served 
as Director of the Blood and Marrow Trans-
plantation Program of the Mayo Clinic in Flor-
ida. As Professor of Medicine in the Mayo 
Clinic College of Medicine, Dr. Solberg has 
shown great commitment to educating our 
next generation of physicians and researchers, 
while continuing treatment of patients and his 
own research. 

Service to the greater community is another 
attribute of Dr. Solberg’s career. This is re-
flected in his service as Chair of the Board of 
Directors of Community Hospice of Northeast 
Florida for six years. Community Hospice of 
Northeast Florida is one of the largest non- 
profit hospices in the United States operating 
in 5 counties and serving up to 1000 patients, 
including 100 children, every day. 

For the past four years, Dr. Solberg has 
chaired the Committee on Practice of the 
American Society of Hematology and has led 
the Society’s efforts to educate Members of 
Congress about hematology and issues of 
concern to practitioners, such as Medicare 
physician payment, reimbursement of chemo-
therapy drugs, and the importance of clinical 
trials. In this capacity, Dr. Solberg has visited 
with me and my staff to educate us about the 
critical issues facing hematologists and pa-
tients in Florida and throughout the United 
States. Dr. Solberg has advised the Food & 
Drug Administration about how to address the 
current shortages of life-saving drugs; and has 
served on both public and private sector pan-
els addressing how to improve the quality of 
care for patients. 

Dr. Solberg is a superb advocate for his pa-
tients and his profession and his work has 
helped enhance the health and wellbeing of 
Floridians and all Americans. I am grateful for 
his lifetime contribution to field and practice of 
hematology. 
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RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT COM-

MANDER JASON M. WOOD, 
UNITED STATES NAVY 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize those men and women who have 
served this great Nation with honor, men such 
as Lieutenant Commander Jason M. Wood, 
United States Navy. 

For the past year, Lieutenant Commander 
Wood served on my staff as a Congressional 
Defense Fellow. During his assignment, he 
served as a senior member of my staff re-
sponsible for defense, veterans, foreign affairs 
and intelligence matters. Lieutenant Com-
mander Wood executed his work as a liaison 
to the constituents of the First District and the 
numerous defense installations in the First 
District with distinction. Furthermore, he pro-
vided exceptional support to me as my staff li-
aison to the House Armed Services Com-
mittee in my role as a Subcommittee Chair-
man and the Co-Chair of the Congressional 
Shipbuilding Caucus. 

Lieutenant Commander Wood directly con-
tributed to my goal of providing excellent con-
stituent service to the people of the First Dis-
trict. He was responsible for bringing numer-
ous constituent inquiries to a successful con-
clusion and he was able to leverage his per-
sonal and operational experience to respond 
to the most challenging inquiries. 

In addition to his efforts on behalf of the 
First District, Lieutenant Commander Wood 
took on projects with regional, state and na-
tional implications, demonstrating his ability to 
view a challenge from many angles and de-
velop innovative solutions often requiring col-
laboration across many levels of government. 

Lieutenant Commander Wood’s work ethic, 
duty to mission, and commitment to servant 
leadership is without equal. I believe that his 
personal drive to achieve excellence in his 
work has and will set a very high standard for 
his peers. 

I would also like to thank Lieutenant Com-
mander Wood and his beautiful young family 
for the service and sacrifice they make for our 
nation and our great Navy. His keen sense of 
honor, impeccable integrity, boundless work 
ethic, and loyal devotion to duty earned him 
the respect and admiration of my staff and the 
1st District of Virginia. After spending eight of 
the last ten years stationed in Hawaii, which 
included three combat deployments to Afghan-
istan and a 12 month deployment to Bahrain, 
Lieutenant Commander Wood is headed to 
the N88 staff at the Pentagon. After that tour 
Lieutenant Commander Wood will return to the 
sky and to leading Sailors as he goes back in 
to harm’s way to execute his trade as Naval 
Aviator. I have no doubt that Lieutenant Com-
mander Wood will continue to serve the 
United States Navy honorably and with distinc-
tion. 

I wish him the best of luck as he continues 
his Naval career. It was an honor and a pleas-
ure having him serve on my staff. We all can 
sleep soundly at night knowing that men and 
women like Lieutenant Commander Jason 
Wood are members of our all-volunteer force 
and they stand ready to defend our country 
and take the fight to our enemies; far away 

from their families and the comforts of the 
United States of America. 

Lieutenant Commander Wood, thank you. 
Best of luck to you and God bless you, your 
family, and your fellow men and women in uni-
form. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF 
OWENSVILLE ON ITS CENTEN-
NIAL ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the City of Owensville, lo-
cated in Gasconade County in Missouri, as 
the community celebrates its centennial anni-
versary this year. 

What is now the City of Owensville began 
as an early trail called the Potosi to Boonslick 
Trail. Spurs from this main trail went to the 
current city, creating a crossroads that later 
became the St. Louis to Springfield Road and 
the St. James to Hermann Road called the 
‘‘Iron Road.’’ 

The city was originally laid out in 1886 by 
the Owensville Improvement Company, whose 
owner, Francis Owen, is the town’s namesake. 
Owensville was named from the horseshoe 
contest in 1847 by Francis Owen and Edward 
Luster. The contest was won by Mr. Luster, 
but he did not want the town named 
Lusterville, and, therefore, it was named 
‘‘Owen’sville’’ in honor of his friend. Later it 
was condensed to Owensville. Owensville 
residents believe their city is the only place 
named as a result of a horseshoe pitching 
contest. Owensville was incorporated as a 
fourth-class city on May 27, 1911. 

Over the past century, industries such as a 
corn cob pipe factory, a tomato cannery, shoe 
factories and clay mining supported the town. 
Today, the RR Donnelly printing company and 
Emhart Glass Manufacturing are located there. 
Owensville is a thriving town and a proud 
community of more than 2,500 residents. 

In closing, I ask all my colleagues to join me 
in wishing the residents of the City of 
Owensville congratulations on their centennial 
anniversary. 

f 

THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
CASE OF LOUIS R. HARPER, ET. 
AL. V. MAYOR AND CITY OF 
BALTIMORE, ET. AL. 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the occasion of the 40th Anniver-
sary of the case of Louis R. Harper, et. al. v. 
Mayor and City of Baltimore, et. al. This law-
suit, filed on December 6, 1971, to address 
discrimination within the Baltimore City Fire 
Department, BCFD, was the first federal law-
suit to combat discriminatory practices in hir-
ing and promotion decisions in the public safe-
ty profession. 

The BCFD hired its first African American 
fire fighters on October 15, 1953, from a group 

of 41 men found eligible for appointment after 
the opportunity for them to take the entrance 
exam was opened in the summer of 1952. Al-
most 20 years later, one of those pioneering 
men became the architect behind the scenes 
of the legal action filed in 1971. 

Mr. Charles R. Thomas was the founding 
president of the Vulcan Blazers Incorporated, 
the Baltimore City Chapter of the International 
Association of Black Professional Fire Fight-
ers. Mr. Thomas approached Kenneth L. 
Johnson of the Johnson & Smith law firm ask-
ing if he would take on this monumental case. 
After hearing the facts of the case, Mr. John-
son and his law partner, Mr. Gerald A. Smith, 
agreed to take the case. 

The named plaintiff in the case was Mr. 
Louis R. Harper, Jr. It was his bravery and 
selflessness that led the team of plaintiffs, in-
cluding Mr. Thomas G. Deshields, Mr. Carl E. 
McDonald, and Mr. Alphonso Thornton. These 
BCFD members put their careers at risk to de-
mand that the BCFD treat all employees 
equally. 

This case addressed discrimination in the 
BCFD entrance examination and promotional 
practices. At the time of the lawsuit, the 
names of fully qualified African American can-
didates were marked in red by the civil service 
commission before being sent to the BCFD. 
The lawsuit also dealt with disparity in the De-
partment’s practices for disciplining African 
American fire fighters. 

Upon the filing of the case, an injunction 
was issued to halt promotions into 44 newly 
created battalion chief positions. Finally, in the 
spring of 1973, Baltimore City was found guilty 
of discrimination in the management of the 
BCFD. Federal District Court Judge Joseph H. 
Young ordered a complete revamping of the 
Department’s entrance examination and pro-
motional procedures. 

Since this lawsuit was concluded, the BCFD 
has appointed an African American Fire Chief 
and promoted several officers to all ranks as 
high as assistant chief. 

Critically, the BCFD case win was just the 
beginning of Mr. Johnson and Mr. Smith’s mis-
sion to eradicate discrimination from the public 
safety profession all along the east coast. This 
team went on to win fire department cases in 
Philadelphia, PA and Richmond, VA. They 
also won cases for African American Baltimore 
City Police Officers and workers at Bethlehem 
Steel. 

As I close, I also celebrate the remarkable 
careers of those involved in this 
groundbreaking case. 

The named plaintiff in the case, Mr. Louis R. 
Harper, Jr., became the first African American 
to be promoted to Captain in the Baltimore 
City Fire Department. The other named plain-
tiffs all retired with the rank of Captain with the 
exception of Mr. Carl McDonald, who retired 
as Assistant Chief. 

Mr. Kenneth Johnson has retired from the 
position of Judge on Baltimore’s Supreme 
Bench. Mr. Gerald A. Smith still practices law 
from his office in the Baltimore area. 

These men are true heroes who opened the 
doors of opportunity to subsequent genera-
tions. I thank them for their service to Balti-
more and to our nation—and for their willing-
ness to lead the fight against injustice. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF DR. DAVID L. GOETSCH 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Dr. David L. Goetsch upon 
his retirement as Vice President of Northwest 
Florida State College. 

Throughout his career in Northwest Florida, 
Dr. Goetsch has epitomized professionalism 
and excellence in education. A Distinguished 
Alumnus of the University of West Florida, Dr. 
Goetsch was named as one of the school’s 
top 40 alumni during its first 40 years. He has 
published more than 70 books on topics rang-
ing from management, leadership and profes-
sional development to economic development 
and political science, and several of his best-
sellers have been published in foreign lan-
guages. 

In addition to his extraordinary academic 
portfolio, Dr. Goetsch has been recognized by 
many organizations for his excellence in the 
classroom. In 1984, Dr. Goetsch was named 
‘‘America’s Outstanding Technical Educator of 
the Year,’’ and in 1986, he was named Flor-
ida’s ‘‘Outstanding Technical Educator of the 
Year.’’ He has also received numerous awards 
as ‘‘Instructor of the Year’’ from the University 
of West Florida, as well as Okaloosa Walton 
Junior College. 

As an expert in Management and Leader-
ship, Dr. Goetsch has applied his extensive 
knowledge to help businesses in Northwest 
Florida thrive and expand. Dr. Goetsch is the 
co-founder, and current Chairman of the 
Board, of the Economic Development Council 
serving Okaloosa County and its Technology 
Coast Manufacturing and Engineering Network 
(TeCMEN). He is a founding board member of 
the Walton Economic Development Alliance 
and has served as president of the Fort Wal-
ton Beach Chamber of Commerce, president 
of the Niceville-Valparaiso Chamber of Com-
merce, board member of the Crestview Cham-
ber of Commerce, and board member of the 
Walton Chamber of Commerce. 

Dr. Goetsch also calls on his patriotism and 
service as a United States Marine to support 
local military installations, missions and de-
fense contractors. He currently serves on the 
three-county Defense Support Initiative in an 
ex officio position, and this year he was ap-
pointed by State Senator Mike Haridopolos to 
utilize his expertise as a member of Governor 
Rick Scott’s Florida Defense Support Task 
Force. 

Dr. Goetsch also spends valuable time serv-
ing throughout the community and has been 
recognized at both the local, state and na-
tional level. In 2005, Dr. Goetsch was award-
ed the ‘‘James Campbell Community Service 
Award’’ from the Niceville-Valparaiso-Bay Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and he also received 
the ‘‘Spirit of Freedom Award’’ from the North-
west Florida Daily News. In 2009, the Car-
negie Foundation recognized Dr. Goetsch for 
‘‘Outstanding Community Engagement.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to recognize the 
career and accomplishments of Dr. David L. 
Goetsch. His service to the academic and 
business communities in Northwest Florida is 
laudable. His expertise has helped small busi-
nesses, large corporations, cities, counties 

and non-profits thrive, and his books have 
helped provide students worldwide with the 
tools to succeed. My wife Vicki and I wish him, 
his wife Deborah and daughter Savannah all 
the best. 

f 

TERMINATING PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN FUND AND 
ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMIS-
SION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong opposition to H.R. 3463, legislation that 
terminates taxpayer financing of presidential 
election campaigns and party conventions and 
the Election Assistance Commission. 

Once again, the Republican Congress is 
bringing legislation to the floor that puts more 
control of our elections in the hands of big 
business. H.R. 3463 combines two bills that 
have previously been brought before this 
House that I opposed and that were roundly 
rejected by Democrats. 

In the wake of the Watergate scandal, Con-
gress established the current system of public 
financing of our presidential elections, ena-
bling taxpayers to voluntarily contribute a 
small donation to the fund. While there has 
been bipartisan agreement that this system 
should be fixed, not eliminated, one of the Re-
publican House majority’s top priorities is, not 
to focus on creating jobs and building our 
economy but, to give corporate secret donors 
more control of our presidential elections. 

The American people are rightly concerned 
that only big money and special interests get 
a hearing in Washington. The Supreme Court 
ruling in the Citizens United case opened the 
floodgates to greater influence by powerful 
special interests—effectively drowning out the 
voices of average Americans. Last year, 
House Democrats worked on bringing fairness 
and transparency to campaigns with passage 
of the bipartisan DISCLOSE Act, legislation 
that would ensure Americans’ voices are not 
drowned out by corporate dollars. 

Unfortunately, before us today is legislation 
that did not receive an opportunity for debate 
or amendment, which would make presidential 
candidates more dependent on big corporate 
money that corrupts our political system. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose it. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF MR. DAVID J. 
COHN 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Mr. David J. Cohn, a small 
business owner and philanthropist from For-
rest City, Arkansas who passed away on No-
vember 26. Mr. Cohn was a proud member of 
Temple Israel in Memphis, whose compassion 
and devotion to helping the less fortunate was 
well-known to those who knew him. 

Mr. Cohn was born September 30, 1955, in 
Memphis, Tennessee. He was the proud 
owner and operator of Forest City Grocery 
Company and Tobacco Superstore, until ill-
ness forced him to spend less time at work. 
He was also a member of the Arkansas Oil 
Marketers Association, Retail Tobacco Dealers 
of America, the Associated Wholesale Grocers 
and served as President of the Forrest City 
Country Club. Despite his obligations to his 
business and to his organizations, Mr. Cohn 
found time to give back to his community 
through charity and supporting local univer-
sities’ athletic programs. 

Mr. Cohn was a philanthropist and gave to 
many causes in Forrest City. He established 
endowments with the St. Francis Community 
Foundation including the David Cohn ‘‘Wish-
es’’ Endowment which grants wishes to those 
most in need as well as many nonprofits. This 
endowment was set up by his wife Marsha 
and their children as a birthday gift because 
they knew how important giving back to the 
community was to David. Mr. Cohn was a 
proud supporter of the University of Arkansas 
Razorbacks and was an ambassador for the 
University of Memphis Athletic Department. 

David Cohn passed away at the young age 
of 56 years of age. David Cohn is survived by 
his wife of 26 years, Marsha, one son, Perry 
Partain, three daughters, Hannah Reeves, 
Emily Cohn and Kelli Cohn, as well as his 
mother, Suzanne Cohn, two sisters, a brother 
and a host of nephews and a caretaker. Mr. 
Cohn’s commitments to his family and com-
munity will be missed. His was a life well lived. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KALEB WILSON 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Kaleb Wilson of the Linn High 
School Wildcats Boys Cross Country team for 
winning the individual Class 1 Missouri State 
Championship. 

Mr. Wilson should be commended for all of 
his hard work throughout the regular season 
and bringing home the individual state title to 
his school, family and community. At the State 
Cross Country Championships in Jefferson 
City, Kaleb completed the race with a time of 
17 minutes 1.32 seconds. The victory led to 
his team’s overall win, but it has also provided 
additional support and comfort to his family. 
Kaleb has dedicated this season, including his 
final championship race, to his cousin who is 
still in the hospital following a car accident in 
early September. 

I ask that you join me in recognizing Kaleb 
Wilson for a job well done. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
ROBERT G. MAHONY 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak 
about an outstanding public servant who will 
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soon be retiring after nearly forty-eight years 
of service to our nation. 

Robert G. Mahony was born and raised in 
Chicago, Illinois, and attended the University 
of Notre Dame. When he graduated, in 1961, 
Bob was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in 
the United States Army. He attended law 
school at Loyola University Chicago and 
earned his J.D. in 1965. For the following two 
years, Bob served on active duty, including a 
combat tour in Vietnam. After returning home, 
he became a member of the Army Reserves 
and transferred to the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral Corps. 

Service in the military was only the begin-
ning for Bob. In 1967, he began work as a trial 
attorney for the Criminal Division of the De-
partment of Justice here in Washington. After 
nine years there, he spent a year in private 
practice and was subsequently appointed as 
an Administrative Law Judge at the Depart-
ment of Labor, serving in that capacity for 
twenty years. Since 1997, Bob has been an 
Administrative Law Judge at the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. 

Throughout his civilian career, Bob re-
mained in the Army Reserves, serving with 
distinction as the Commander of the 10th Mili-
tary Law Center and later as Staff Judge Ad-
vocate for the 97th Army Reserve Command 
at Fort Meade. He retired as a Colonel in 
1991 and received the Legion of Merit for ex-
ceptionally meritorious conduct in the perform-
ance of outstanding services and achieve-
ments. Bob is also a holder of the Vietnam 
Service Medal, the National Defense Service 
Medal, and the Vietnam Campaign Medal from 
the former South Vietnamese government. 

Bob’s commitment to public service extends 
as well to involvement in the community. He 
has served for over three decades as an offi-
cial of the Northern Virginia Swimming League 
and for over twenty-five years as a basketball 
coach with the Braddock Road Youth Club, 
Saint Mary’s Academy in Alexandria, the Holy 
Spirit Catholic Church in Annandale, and the 
Holy Trinity School in Washington. 

Bob and his wife, Margaret, have been mar-
ried for forty-four years and instilled in their 
four children a love of public service. I have 
borne witness to this, since their daughter, 
Gina, used to work on my staff. 

Bob Mahony will retire from government 
service on January 3 after forty-seven years, 
eleven months, and twelve days. I join in 
thanking him for his dedicated service to our 
country and wishing him all the best in his re-
tirement. Like all of our public servants, he 
can look back on his career and know he 
made a real difference in the lives of many 
Americans and the life of our nation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MARLENE 
BLUM FOR RECEIVING THE 2011 
LAWRENCE V. FOWLER AWARD 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Marlene Blum on re-
ceiving the Lawrence V. Fowler Award. The 
Fairfax County, Virginia, government gives the 
Fowler award annually to a citizen volunteer 
who has served on a County board, authority 

or commission and who has demonstrated ex-
ceptional service to the community. 

Marlene has committed herself to volunteer 
service on the often-overlooked advisory 
boards and commissions that are nonetheless 
so vital to the functioning of a caring commu-
nity. She has, through mastery of areas like 
heath care and human services, given us a 
model of how a single person can affect policy 
and programs that improve the lives of our en-
tire community. Her wisdom and counsel con-
tinue to be indispensable in everything Fairfax 
County does in health and human services. 

I have been privileged to call Marlene a 
friend for many years now, and I have worked 
very closely with her on countless issues. Her 
dedication and hard work have been inspira-
tional. Marlene has been a truly transformative 
figure, leading by deed and example, improv-
ing the lives of the very youngest to the very 
oldest. 

Over the years, Marlene has served in a 
number of different roles on a number of dif-
ferent boards and committees, generously giv-
ing of her time and expertise. She was Presi-
dent of the Fairfax County Council of Parent 
Teacher Student Association and promoted 
student needs. As Chairman of the Fairfax 
County School Health Task Force, Marlene 
led the effort to place public health nurses in 
every school. She led the effort to create the 
Community Health Care Network which pro-
vides primary health care to uninsured and 
underinsured individuals. Marlene helped cre-
ate the County’s HIV/AIDS Task Force in 1989 
providing prevention and education assist-
ance. She served on the Planning Committee 
to End Homelessness, providing blueprint rec-
ommendations. Marlene was instrumental in 
the creation of the Medically Fragile Respite 
Program in 2006, providing medically needy 
homeless individuals with critically needed 
care. Marlene served as the first Chairman of 
the Consolidated Community Funding Pool 
Advisory Committee, providing funding alloca-
tion recommendations for the County’s various 
human services needs and helping to estab-
lish a professional, nonpartisan procedure for 
allocating human services funding. 

One cannot overstate the profound impact 
Marlene Blum has had on the daily lives of 
Fairfax County residents over her more than 
20 years of service, and she is an indispen-
sable resource for our community. She truly 
represents a living example that one deter-
mined citizen does make a difference. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in congratulating 
Marlene Blum for receiving the 2011 Lawrence 
V. Fowler award and to take this opportunity 
to recognize all of our tireless citizen volun-
teers who give of themselves to better our 
communities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MRS. AUDREY 
QUARLES ANDERSON FOR HER 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION 
AND SERVICE IN HOLMES COUN-
TY, MISSISSIPPI 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mrs. Audrey 
Quarles Anderson of Lexington, Mississippi. 

Mrs. Anderson is the wife of Mr. Matt Ander-
son, mother to Shakita Quarles and Shakemia 
Anderson and grandmother to Cason Hughes. 
Mrs. Anderson is an active member of the 
Durant Church of Christ where she serves as 
Sunday school teacher and coordinator for 
several of the church’s special events and 
projects. 

Mrs. Anderson has devoted a great deal of 
her life to supporting and encouraging the 
youth of her community. She was named Mis-
sissippi’s Second Congressional District Par-
ent of the Year in recognition of her many 
contributions to protect the welfare of the chil-
dren of her community. 

She is co-founder of Coats for Kids, a pro-
gram that provides coats to children who are 
in need within the Holmes County area. She 
is an adult volunteer with the Girl Scouts, area 
cheerleading squads, and the Community Stu-
dents Learning Center After-School Tutorial 
program. 

Mrs. Anderson is a 1989 graduate of Jacob 
J. McClain High School and is a strong pro-
ponent of education. She stands firmly on her 
beliefs in regard to education and is not afraid 
to vocalize it. Mrs. Anderson is not only a wife, 
parent, and grandparent, but she is also a 
very valuable asset to the Holmes County 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in expressing my appreciation 
to Mrs. Audrey Quarles Anderson of Lex-
ington, Mississippi for her commitment and 
servitude to the cause of education. 

f 

HONORING MARIE CLARKE ARTURI 
AND HER DAUGHTER, DANIELLA 
MARIA ARTURI 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Mrs. Marie 
Clarke Arturi of Laurel, Suffolk County, New 
York, the recipient of the 2011 American Soci-
ety of Hematology (ASH) Outstanding Service 
Award in recognition of her efforts over more 
than a decade to raise public awareness and 
increase scientific research for the rare bone 
marrow failure disorder, Diamond Blackfan 
Anemia (DBA). 

Mrs. Arturi founded the Daniella Maria Arturi 
Foundation with her husband, Manny, in honor 
of their daughter Daniella’s short but beautiful 
life, whose death from treatment complications 
of DBA on this day sixteen years ago, Decem-
ber 6, 1995. This marked the beginning of the 
Arturis’ tireless efforts to improve the clinical 
care environment for those living with this dis-
order and to inspire a remarkable and growing 
field of researchers now dedicated to this field 
of science. 

Mrs. Arturi’s efforts have helped shine a 
light on the value of understanding rare dis-
eases. By demonstrating DBA’s complex link 
to red cell aplasia, birth defects, cancer pre-
disposition, and the first human disease identi-
fied as a ribosomal protein defect disorder, her 
work has made DBA an important area of 
focus within the National Institutes of Health, 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, and clinical and research communities 
worldwide. These efforts are now leading to 
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improvements in care and research for pa-
tients with blood disorders like DBA, while also 
leading to advanced research initiatives that 
are yielding clues to other, more widespread 
disease populations. 

The 2011 Outstanding Service Award will be 
presented to Mrs. Arturi during the 53rd Amer-
ican Society of Hematology Annual Meeting in 
San Diego, California, on December 11, 2011. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in congratulating Mrs. Marie Clarke 
Arturi and her family for their outstanding pub-
lic service to rare disease communities and 
those living with Diamond Blackfan Anemia in 
honor of Daniella Maria Arturi. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. DENNIS ROB-
ERTS, RECIPIENT OF THE 
DYNCORP INTERNATIONAL 
CHAIRMAN’S PURPLE STAR 
AWARD 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Mr. Dennis Roberts for 
being the recipient of the DynCorp Inter-
national Chairman’s Purple Star Award. This 
award recognizes Mr. Roberts’ courage and 
sacrifice while working as a security coordi-
nator in Afghanistan. 

The Chairman’s Purple Star Award is the 
highest honor given by DynCorp to its employ-
ees. It recognizes individuals who have been 
killed or wounded while supporting a cus-
tomer’s mission for their exceptional sacrifice. 

In February of 2010, Mr. Roberts was sup-
porting our Armed Forces at Kandahar Air 
Field, Afghanistan. During a sudden rocket at-
tack that was launched upon the installation, 
Mr. Roberts was struck and severely injured 
by the motor that separated from the rocket. It 
penetrated a nearby vehicle before striking Mr. 
Roberts, who suffered severe injuries to his 
chest, hand, and shoulder. 

In the time since the attack, Mr. Roberts has 
overcome great hardship, undergoing numer-
ous surgeries and completing extensive phys-
ical rehabilitation to recover from his injuries. 
He is also working towards his bachelor’s de-
gree and upon his expected graduation next 
year, hopes to use his education and experi-
ence to continue working to support America’s 
security. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Dennis Roberts for receiving this award and I 
ask that my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives please join me in congratulating 
him. 

f 

COMMEMORATING WORLD WIDE 
SIRES 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
tend my congratulations to World Wide Sires 
as they celebrate their 40th anniversary. 

World Wide Sires was established in 1971 
in Hanford, California, a small town in the San 

Joaquin Valley. From his home farm, founder 
Bill Clark recognized the benefits of genetic 
potential and its role in producing the most ef-
ficient and highest quality livestock. Today, 
World Wide Sires is the world’s leading cattle 
genetics marketing organization with active 
markets in over 70 countries. 

In 2001, World Wide Sires Inc. was pur-
chased by Accelerated Genetics and Select 
Sires and became World Wide Sires Ltd. Still 
operating as a stand-alone company, World 
Wide Sires has continued to use the San Joa-
quin Valley as the hub for their growing inter-
national sales, maintaining headquarters in 
Visalia, California. During its 40 years, World 
Wide Sires has sold products in 108 countries, 
all from only a few miles away from founder 
Bill Clark’s original home farm. 

A leading exporter of US bovine genetic ma-
terial, World Wide Sires remains committed to 
providing dairy and beef producers throughout 
the world with the highest quality genetics and 
services available. I applaud World Wide Sires 
for their hard work and dedication to the agri-
cultural community, and I congratulate them 
on their 40th anniversary. 

f 

BURMA 

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I am deeply con-
cerned about the international community’s re-
cent trust in assurances that Burma is opening 
up to the world and becoming a true democ-
racy in which the rights of all people in Burma 
are protected. There have been some positive 
steps taken recently by the dictators, however, 
until we see permanency in these changes, 
we would all do well to remain deeply cau-
tious. 

One important issue the Secretary of State 
addressed during her visit this week to Burma 
regarded the attacks by the dictatorship’s 
troops against the ethnic minorities. It is vital, 
and I cannot emphasize this enough, that 
leaders of the various ethnic groups be in-
cluded in any and all discussions, dialogue 
and decision about the future of Burma. I 
would call your attention to the call by the 
U.N. for a tri-partite dialogue—all three parties, 
the dictatorship, the democracy groups and 
the ethnic groups, must be included fully in all 
negotiations and agreements in order for true 
change to come to Burma. This is even more 
important when, during this visit and the re-
cent ASEAN meetings, the dictatorship was 
violently attacking one or more ethnic groups. 

A few years ago, I submitted a Statement 
for this Record describing the Advanced Light 
Helicopters that India sold to Burma. The dic-
tators of Burma used these, plus other military 
hardware sold to them by a variety of nations 
against the ethnic minority civilian populations. 
The brutality of Burma’s Generals against the 
ethnic minorities has not stopped, even during 
this time when they are allegedly making 
democratic reforms. Therefore, we as a demo-
cratic, free nation must be extremely careful of 
what the Generals are really up to—they 
haven’t proven themselves trustworthy in the 
past. 

I would like to submit for the RECORD, a 
short letter to the Secretary from Ms. Zipporah 

Sein, Secretary General of the Karen National 
Union. 

I urge the Secretary of State, when engag-
ing in further dialogues with the Burmese gov-
ernment, to proceed with the utmost caution. 

OFFICE OF THE SUPREME HEAD-
QUARTERS, KAREN NATIONAL 
UNION, KAWTHOOLEI, 

November 25, 2011. 
Hon. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SECRETARY: Thank you for 
your constant support and encouragement 
for the people of Burma. 

The leaders of the Karen National Union 
(KNU), welcome your engagement with the 
government of Burma and your leadership 
alongside Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to bring to 
the forefront the need to see an end to the 
ongoing conflicts in the ethnic states and an 
end to the oppression of all people inside 
Burma. 

We the KNU would like to ask you to take 
the lead to recognize the desires of all the 
ethnic groups, both armed and unarmed, to 
be treated as equals in the effort to establish 
a genuine federal union: A union that recog-
nizes the rule of law and recognizes the 
equality of all. 

We invite you to meet with ethnic leaders 
from all of the ethnic organizations both 
armed and unarmed as we move forward to 
work toward a peaceful and stable nation 
where our citizens can truly be free from 
governmental oppression. We need your help 
and your engagement with all of us. 

Sincerely, 
ZIPPORAH SEIN, 

General Secretary, Karen National Union. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ROCK 
BRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL BRUINS 
BOYS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the Rock Bridge High School Bru-
ins Boys Cross Country team for winning the 
Class 4 Missouri State Championship. 

The young men and their coaches should 
be commended for all of their hard work 
throughout the regular season and bringing 
home the state title to their school and com-
munity. At the State Cross Country Champion-
ships in Jefferson City, the Bruins won the 
state title with a score of 61, 28 points better 
than second place. They have made history 
for the school, as it is the Rock Bridge boys’ 
first state title. 

I ask that you join me in recognizing the 
Rock Bridge Bruins for a job well done! 

f 

HONORING LARENCE C. ‘‘LARRY’’ 
MAXWELL 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Veterans of Foreign Wars Chowchilla 
Post 9896 Life Member Larence C. ‘‘Larry’’ 
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Maxwell who served his country honorably 
from a very young age. 

Larence C. ‘‘Larry’’ Maxwell entered the 
United States Army shortly after completing 
high school and began a journey that would 
see him serve in multiple wars and conflicts 
for thirty-two years throughout the world culmi-
nating with promotion to Command Sergeant 
Major, the highest enlisted rank in the Army. 

The son of Andrew and Addie Maxwell of 
Chowchilla, Larry was born in Madera on De-
cember 21, 1946. He was raised in 
Chowchilla, where he attended elementary 
school and attended Le Grand High School. In 
1965, he entered the Job Corps. In 1966, he 
was drafted at age nineteen and subsequently 
enlisted in the Army. He completed basic 
training at Fort Ord, California and then Ad-
vanced Individual Training at Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri, where he was selected for 
training as an Army Engineer Heavy Equip-
ment Operator. His first duty assignment was 
with C Company, 94th Engineer Battalion in 
Nillingen, Germany, where he assisted in the 
construction of facilities for ammunition and 
equipment when France resigned from NATO. 

Vietnam was the next tour for the young 
Army combat engineer. He was assigned to 
the 92nd engineer Battalion in January 1968 
as a heavy equipment operator and squad 
leader. The 92nd was known as the ‘‘Black 
Diamonds’’ and gained a reputation as the 
‘‘can do’’ unit during combat operations, earn-
ing fourteen battle streamers in Vietnam and 
four Meritorious Unit Commendations and the 
Vietnamese Civil Action Honor Medal First 
Class. Maxwell participated in the Tet Offen-
sive and four more major campaigns until his 
tour ended in January 1969. He was wounded 
by enemy mortar fire in May 1968 and was 
medevaced to the Army hospital at Bien Hoa 
and after recovery from his wounds he re-
turned to the 92nd for duty. 

He concluded his twelve-month tour and re-
turned stateside. He took a brief break from 
the Army for two years before re-enlisting in 
1971, and was stationed at Fort Bliss, Texas, 
with the 68th engineer Company as a squad 
leader and heavy equipment operator, where 
he worked on numerous projects including 
those for the Bureau of Indian Affairs on the 
Mescalero Indian Reservation. After Fort Bliss, 
he received orders to report to the 598th Sup-
ply and Service Company in Kaiserslautern, 
Germany, where he assumed duties as Class 
3 Distribution Chief. He subsequently was pro-
moted to Assistant Platoon Sergeant of the 
Equipment Platoon with the 370th engineer 
company. While serving in Germany, his unit 
was designated as the best engineer company 
in the U.S. Army. 

In 1975, he reported to B Company, 43rd 
engineer battalion, Fort Benning, Georgia, 
where he served initially as a squad leader 
and promoted to platoon sergeant. With obvi-
ous leadership qualities, he was assigned to 
the 36th Engineer Group as an instructor in 
the Basic Leadership Course. His superiors 
selected him to attend the Engineer Advanced 
Course at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. Upon comple-
tion of the Advanced Course, he was selected 
for Drill Sergeant School at Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri. After graduation from Drill 
Sergeant School, he served as Drill Sergeant 
from June 1979 to October 1982. 

He returned to Germany as First Sergeant 
with the 58th Combat Engineer Mechanized 
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment at Downs 

Barracks, at Fulda, Germany. The unit was re-
sponsible for protecting the East/West German 
border. After completion of the tour with the 
11th Armored, he found himself back at Fort 
Leonard Wood as First Sergeant of A Com-
pany, 6th Battalion, 10th Infantry Basic Train-
ing. 

In June 1988, he was selected for the Ser-
geants Major Academy at Fort Bliss, Texas. 
After graduating from the Sergeants Major 
Academy in January 1989, he was assigned 
to Army forces at Camp Nimble in Korea as 
First Sergeant of B Company, 44th Engineer 
Battalion. The 44th had responsibilities for du-
ties on the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). In Sep-
tember 1989, he was promoted to Sergeant 
Major and served in the capacity in Korea at 
Camp Mercer. 

After returning stateside, he assumed duties 
as Sergeant Major for the 535th Prime Power 
Detachment at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey. 
The 535th had teams stationed in Kentucky, 
Georgia, Virginia, New Jersey, Panama, and 
Germany. 

At the beginning of the Gulf War, Maxwell 
was designated Command Sergeant Major. In 
the U.S. Army, the leadership position of Com-
mand Sergeant Major is the highest enlisted 
rank and acts as the senior enlisted advisor to 
the commanding officer and represents all the 
enlisted soldiers of the command. 

Maxwell was made Battalion Sergeant Major 
of the 43rd Engineer Battalion and deployed to 
Saudi Arabia, where he became Command 
Sergeant Major of Task Force 43 assigned to 
echelons above corps during hostilities with 
Iraq. 

After the Gulf War, he participated in dis-
aster relief during Hurricane Andrew. He de-
ployed to Somalia twice, first as Sergeant 
Major with Task Force 43, 10th Mountain Divi-
sion, and the second time when his battalion 
was attached to United Nations’ forces for the 
construction of Victory Base. He subsequently 
deployed to Panama and Costa Rica for civic 
action projects and construction of medical aid 
facilities. His last assignment was Command 
Sergeant Major of the 84th Engineer Battalion 
and Sergeant Major of the 45th Corps Support 
Group (Forward), with the Army’s famed 
‘‘Tropic Lightning’’ 25th Infantry Division at 
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. While at Schofield, 
Maxwell deployed with units throughout the 
Philippines, and other areas. After thirty-two 
years of service to his country, he retired from 
the U.S. Army in 1998 and returned to 
Madera. 

For his service, Command Sergeant Major 
Maxwell was awarded numerous decorations 
including: two awards of the Legion of Merit, 
the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, three awards of 
the Meritorious Service Medal, four awards of 
the Army Commendation Medal, three awards 
of the Army Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal, 
Vietnam Service Medal with five campaign 
stars, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, two 
awards of the National Defense Service 
Medal, United Nations Medal, ten awards of 
the Good Conduct Medal, two awards of Hu-
manitarian Service Medal, the Korean Defense 
Service Medal, the Presidential Unit Citation, 
the Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry 
Unit Award with frame, the Southwest Asia 
Service Medal, Kuwait Liberation Medal, two 
awards of the Army Service Ribbon, four 
awards of the NCO Professional Development 
Ribbon, the German Schutzenschnur, the 
Bronze and Silver de Fleury Medal, and the 

Drill Sergeant Badge. During his military ca-
reer, Larry earned an Associate of Arts degree 
from Central Texas College. 

After retirement from the Army, Larry 
worked as a Corrections Officer for the 
Madera County Probation Department, where 
he performed duties as an instructor in cere-
mony and physical drill at the boot camp. In 
2000, his drill team won the Grand Prize at 
the Fresno Veterans Day Parade. He was pro-
moted to sergeant in 2002 and continued to 
teach and counsel adolescents to become 
productive members of society until his retire-
ment from the Probation Department in Janu-
ary 2010. 

Larry is a life member of Chowchilla VFW 
Post 9896 and American Legion Post 148. He 
is a member of the Army Engineer Associa-
tion, the Noncommissioned Officers Associa-
tion, the Association of the United States 
Army, and the Armed Forces Association. He 
is a member of the Grace Community Church 
and is a volunteer with Food Bank. 

Larry has two brothers, Charley Maxwell 
(deceased) of Idaho, First Sergeant (Ret.) 
Donnie Maxwell, Sr. of Madera, and three sis-
ters, Donna Lea and Bonnie Bartley of 
Madera, and June Maxwell of Cleveland, 
Oklahoma. Larry married his first wife, Linda 
Swilley of Chowchilla and had three children, 
Garry Maxwell and his wife Tonya of Fal-
mouth, Kentucky, and a daughter Samantha 
and husband Tim Richards of Chowchilla, and 
daughter Wendy and husband Chris Yowell of 
Chowchilla. Larry married Ronda Davis of Mul-
berry Indiana, who has two children, Jonathan 
Shambaugh and wife Melanie of West End, 
New Jersey, and Courtney Shambaugh and 
Andrew Watkins of Highland, New Jersey. 
Larry has thirteen wonderful and very active 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking 
Larence C. ‘‘Larry’’ Maxwell for his honorable 
service to our great country, and wishing him 
the best of luck and health in his future en-
deavors. 

f 

HONORING MRS. DIANE MCMANUS 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the achievements of Diane 
McManus who will be retiring after 25 years of 
outstanding work in the field of commercial 
lending and finance. 

Throughout her career, Diane has been a 
committed advocate on behalf of Maine’s busi-
ness community. As Vice President of Finance 
for Development Concepts Inc., she worked 
hand in hand with companies to locate new in-
vestment streams and further develop their 
business models. Diane brought this back-
ground with her to Northeast Bank where, as 
a loan officer, she continued to provide re-
sources to help grow Maine enterprise. Her 
devotion to local commercial development, 
and the successes that followed, have earned 
her numerous promotions and professional ac-
colades. As Regional Vice President and Sen-
ior Market Manager at Camden National bank, 
Diane is leaving behind a thriving program that 
covers $82 million in commercial loans. 

Diane has not only excelled within the realm 
of business, but she has gone above and be-
yond expectations to serve her community as 
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well. In 2002, she was awarded the Maine 
State Chamber Volunteer of the Year Award. 
In 2004, she earned the Chamber of Com-
merce Ken Additon Small Business Advocate 
Award, and most recently, Diane was recog-
nized as the Number one U.S. Small Business 
Administration 504 Lender in the State of 
Maine by the Granite State Development 
Corp. 

It is always with some lingering sadness 
that I pass along my best wishes for the retire-
ment of an individual such as Ms. McManus. 
Though retirement is well-deserved and will 
begin a new and exciting chapter in her life, it 
also signifies that Maine is losing one of its 
most dedicated and valued employees. 
Diane’s perpetual willingness to believe in 
Maine businesses has touched the lives of 
countless entrepreneurs throughout the state. 
I wish her the very best going forward as she 
takes this exciting next step. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Diane McManus on her retirement and 
honoring her 25 years of impeccable commit-
ment to her field and her community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AMERICA’S MINERS 
ON NATIONAL MINERS DAY 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I submit the fol-
lowing. 

Watching coal-miners at work, you realize 
momentarily what different universes people 
inhabit.—George Orwell. 

George Orwell was humbled by coal min-
ers—brave and earnest individuals who work 
hard hours, often in cramped, damp, lamp-lit 
corners far below the surface of the Earth. He 
was shocked by the living and working condi-
tions he witnessed while he boarded in the 
coal mining communities of Northern England, 
accompanying the miners underground to see, 
first-hand, the hot, horrible conditions under 
which they labored. 

‘‘Down there,’’ he wrote, ‘‘where coal is dug 
is a sort of world apart which one can quite 
easily go through life without ever hearing 
about. . . . It is so with all types of manual 
work; it keeps us alive, and we are oblivious 
of its existence. More than anyone else, per-
haps, the miner can stand as the type of the 
manual worker, not only because his work is 
so exaggeratedly awful, but also because it is 
so vitally necessary and yet so remote from 
our experience, so invisible, as it were, that 
we are capable of forgetting it as we forget the 
blood in our veins.’’ 

Even now, in an age of Twitter and reality 
TV, when every aspect of life can be beamed 
around the world in an instant, it is too easy 
to forget about the miner and his daily digging 
chores, sequestered far from our view, though 
intimately connected to so many of our daily 
needs and desires. 

Yet, from time to time, something happens 
to remind us of that separate world. Unfortu-
nately, that something is, too often, a tragedy, 
like the explosion at Massey Energy’s Upper 
Big Branch Mine in Southern West Virginia, on 
April 5, 2010, that took the lives, far too soon, 
of 29 hardworking men. 

In the hours following that explosion, report-
ers from around the Nation flocked to the mine 

site, nestled in a rural mountain fold not far 
from my home. Every phase of the attempted 
rescue effort was captured and broadcast 
around the globe, and for many tense and 
worrisome hours, coal miners were very much 
on the minds of the world, holding its collec-
tive breath and hoping for a miracle—a mir-
acle that was not be. 

Now, after the passing of many months, it is 
clear that the loss of those 29 miners was not 
due to one unpreventable, fateful incident, but, 
instead, it was the result of a pervasive, long- 
running, callous corporate culture that put pro-
duction and profit far above people. 

It is no coincidence that, today, the Mine 
Safety and Health Administration is releasing 
its final report on the UBB disaster. This day, 
December 6th—the anniversary of the 1907 
Monongah Mine disaster, the worst mining dis-
aster in American history—is also the Con-
gressionally designated ‘‘National Miners 
Day.’’ 

I am proud to have been the author of the 
House Resolution that sought to establish this 
date as a milestone of national recognition 
and remembrance of America’s miners. It is a 
shameful truth that each advance in our Na-
tion’s mine safety system has come only after 
a mine disaster. But I hope that this day might 
alter that tradition and serve to bring the miner 
out from the dark of the mines into the na-
tional light for at least one day each year. It 
seems to me far preferable that our national 
conscience be kindled not by tragedy, but, in-
stead, by celebration. 

And so I urge that, at least on this one day 
each year, the Congress and all Americans 
will turn our attention to recognizing the con-
tributions that miners have made to our Na-
tion—its economic vitality and its military 
strength. And that we will take this annual op-
portunity to help ensure that these men and 
women are assured of safe, healthy, humane 
conditions in which to earn an honest living. 
America and American miners deserve no 
less. 

f 

HONORING LEWIS WILLIAMS 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and highlight the distinguished 
life and career of the Honorable Lew Williams, 
who passed away sadly on December 3rd, 
2011. Mr. Williams was a member of the 
Pinellas County School Board and a local edu-
cator. His impact on our community will be felt 
for years to come. He leaves behind two chil-
dren and his wife, Arthurene. 

Mr. Williams was elected to the Pinellas 
County School Board in 2010. However, over 
his lifetime, his impact was profound. Quiet 
and reserved, he chose his words carefully in 
a way that would be sure to have the most im-
pact. His colleagues on the School Board 
have noted that he often had the ability to 
drive debates to a solution, while being one of 
the quietest individuals in the room. In his time 
on the Board, he was able to move the district 
in a different direction and was instrumental in 
leading the fight for changes in the district’s 
superintendent position. 

Lew Williams was born in Blakely, Georgia, 
but moved to Florida at a young age. Growing 

up in public housing, he saw education as a 
means to future success. Two educators saw 
his potential for achievement and helped pay 
his way for college. He graduated from Allen 
University with a bachelor’s degree and South 
Carolina State College with a master’s degree. 

Mr. Williams was instilled with the same op-
timistic belief in those around him. He started 
out as a social studies teacher, but eventually 
went on to become a principal at five different 
Pinellas County schools. In 2010, Mr. Williams 
was elected to the School Board seat for Dis-
trict 7. Local educational leaders, such as the 
current head of the local teachers union, credit 
him for seeing leadership in them when he 
chose to hire them. His hard work, sacrifice 
and determination have truly impacted our 
community and continue to do so. 

The Tampa Bay community mourns his loss 
and is so thankful for his many years of serv-
ice to students and our community. I ask that 
you and all Americans remember such a re-
markable educator for his ability to inspire suc-
cess in others. 

f 

HONORING DR. CHARLES 
GRINDSTAFF 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit these remarks in memory of Dr. 
Charles Grindstaff, a great man, devoted edu-
cator, and public servant from Southwest Vir-
ginia. Dr. Grindstaff left us on December 2, 
2011. 

Born on September 3, 1947, in Bluefield, W. 
Va., Dr. Grindstaff was raised in the small 
town of Bishop, Va. He later earned degrees 
from Tazewell High School, East Tennessee 
State University, Radford University, and 
NOVA University. After God and family, Dr. 
Grindstaff’s passion was education. Since 
1969, Dr. Grindstaff—often known simply as 
‘‘Dr. G’’—served students as a teacher, ad-
ministrator, and professor in Tazewell County 
Public Schools, Horry County, SC Schools, 
and at Concord University in Athens, W. Va. 
For over 15 years, Dr. Grindstaff also served 
the Town of Tazewell as a councilman and as 
mayor until the time of his death. He was an 
avid sportsman, enjoyed performing in local 
theatre, and sharing his musical talents. Dr. 
Grindstaff leaves behind his wife Suzanne, 
daughters Heather and Christina, and his son 
Andy, as well as three grandchildren. 

Dr. Grindstaff, through both his work in the 
classroom and local government, impacted 
countless lives. He was also my District Direc-
tor Michelle Bostic Jenkins’ principal at Jewell 
Ridge Elementary and taught with her mother 
for several years. After a flood on the Clinch 
River destroyed many of their belongings, Dr. 
Grindstaff was there willing to help. He was 
well known for his exceptional goodwill and 
dedication to the Tazewell community. I am 
honored to pay tribute to this great man’s 
many contributions. His legacy and influence 
will be long remembered in Tazewell and 
throughout Southwest Virginia. He will be 
missed, but never forgotten. 
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CONGRATULATING THE MISSOURI 

CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION ON 
ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Missouri Cattlemen’s 
Association, which is celebrating its one hun-
dredth anniversary this year. 

The Missouri Cattlemen’s Association began 
in 1911 as the Missouri Livestock Producers 
Association and adopted its current name in 
1968. In the beginning, dues were only $2, 
and were reduced to a quarter during the De-
pression. 

Missouri ranks third in the Nation in the 
number of cows, and the Missouri Cattlemen’s 
Association is the voice for the State’s 60,000 
beef producers, focusing on issues that affect 
beef production while also providing a safe, 
abundant, and nutritious source of food. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in wishing the members of 
the Missouri Cattlemen’s Association con-
gratulations on reaching this significant mile-
stone. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ‘‘J. 
BLACKFOOT’’—JOHN COLBERT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and celebrate the life of John 
Colbert, better known as J. Blackfoot, a great 
soul singer and entertainer from the city of 
Memphis, Tennessee. J. Blackfoot was a spe-
cial talent known for his unique vocal style. 
Born in Greenville, Mississippi, his family 
moved to Memphis when he was two. Colbert 
earned the nickname ‘‘Blackfoot’’ as a child 
because he would run barefoot through his 
neighborhood. 

J. Blackfoot began his music career after 
meeting Johnny Bragg, founder of the 1950s- 
era music group ‘‘Prisonaires.’’ Together they 
recorded a ‘‘behind-the-walls’’ hit for Sun 
Records, after which J. Blackfoot embarked on 
a solo venture under his birth name. Strongly 
pursuing his love for music, he eventually 
found himself at Stax Records under the tute-
lage of songwriter/producer, David Porter. 

In the late 1960s, J. Blackfoot auditioned at 
Stax Records where David Porter and his 
song writing partner, Isaac Hayes, initially 
wrote many solo songs for him to perform. 
When the R&B duo Sam and Dave left Stax, 
Porter and Hayes decided to fill the stylistic 
void. They paired J. Blackfoot with Norman 
West, Anita Lewis and Shelbra Bennett to cre-
ate the ‘‘Soul Children.’’ They put out 7 al-
bums over their decade long career and re-
leased 15 R&B hits. 

In 1983, J. Blackfoot began a successful 
solo career, scoring many chart successes in 
both the U.S. and the U.K. He released sev-
eral hit songs, including ‘‘Taxi’’ from the 1983 
album City Slicker, which was perhaps his big-
gest solo career single. Over the last two dec-
ades, J. Blackfoot continued to record dozens 

of solo albums, performed at Stax-related 
events and reformed the ‘‘Soul Children.’’ 

J. Blackfoot passed away on November 30, 
2011 at 65 years of age. Memphis, known for 
its rich musical heritage, mourns the loss of 
one of its unique voices. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in honoring the 
contributions J. Blackfoot made to the music 
community. As an artist and music maker, his 
was a life well lived. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF SIS-
TER CATHERINE (MARY ISAAC) 
COLBY, DOMINICAN SISTER OF 
PEACE 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to and honor the memory of Sister 
Catherine (Mary Isaac) Colby, O.P., Ed.D., of 
the Dominican Sisters of Peace in Columbus, 
Ohio, who passed away suddenly on Decem-
ber 2, 2011. 

Sister Catherine Colby was a native New 
Yorker, and a graduate of St. Helena’s Ele-
mentary School in the Bronx and Dominican 
Academy in Manhattan. She entered the Novi-
tiate of the former Dominican Sisters of St. 
Mary of the Springs in 1960 and made her 
Profession of Vows in 1963. Sister Catherine 
earned a Doctorate in Education from Nova 
Southeastern University of Florida; an M.Ed. in 
Educational Administration from Xavier Univer-
sity of Cincinnati; an M.A. in Pastoral Ministry 
from St. Joseph’s College of Connecticut; and 
a bachelor’s degree in Education from the 
former College of St. Mary of the Springs, now 
Ohio Dominican University, in Columbus. 

A lifelong educator, Sister Catherine was an 
outstanding administrator and a compas-
sionate and perceptive preacher—the principle 
charism of the Dominican Order—as well as a 
division chair, faculty member, school principal 
and teacher in New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania 
and New Mexico. Additionally, she had been 
Vocation Director and Director of Candidates 
for her Dominican Congregation. 

Sister Catherine was an Associate Pro-
fessor of Education at Ohio Dominican for 
twenty-three years, and for seven of those she 
served as Chair of the Division of Education. 
The founder of the Center for Dominican Stud-
ies at ODU, Sister Catherine was also the Uni-
versity’s first Vice President for Mission and 
Identity. In that capacity, she coordinated and 
facilitated the university-wide process of sus-
taining, enhancing, and promoting its distinct 
mission as a Catholic and Dominican univer-
sity. 

Her passing is a great loss not only for the 
Colby family, but for the Dominican Sisters of 
Peace, the entire campus community, the 
twelfth Congressional District of Ohio, and for 
Catholic education across this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend my 
deepest condolences to Sister Catherine’s 
family, including her godson, John Colby, who 
serves with us here as a United States Capitol 
Police Officer, as well as to her Congregation, 
Ohio Dominican University, the Dominican 
Order, and her friends and colleagues during 
this most difficult time. Her legacy will stand 
as an exemplar for all Catholic educators and 

women religious, and she will be dearly 
missed. 

f 

HONORING 1LT IVAN D. 
LECHOWICH 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life, sacrifice, and heroism of Army 
First Lieutenant Ivan Lechowich of Valrico, 
Florida. 

1LT Lechowich, a combat engineer, was un-
fortunately killed while conducting combat op-
erations for Operation Enduring Freedom on 
September 28, 2011, in Ghazni Province, Af-
ghanistan. 

U.S. Army combat engineers are greatly ad-
mired for their fearlessness and diligence in 
helping to tackle rough terrain in combat situa-
tions and for providing combat effectiveness to 
maneuver forces. 1LT Lechowich personified 
this bravery and dedication while he and his 
team worked to clear a roadway of explosive 
devices on the day of his death. During his 
Army career, he has been awarded a Sapper 
Tab, the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Army 
Commendation Medal, and NATO medal. 

Outside of the Army, Ivan was a loving hus-
band and new father, whose daughter was 
born during his deployment. 1LT Lechowich 
enjoyed reading, studying history, and was an 
avid fan of the University of Florida’s football 
team. 

Mr. Speaker, though proud to have such a 
fine example from the Tampa Bay community, 
it is with great remorse that I rise to com-
memorate the life of 1LT Lechowich. I am in 
awe of the young men and women like Ivan 
Lechowich who choose to serve their country-
men in the armed forces. As professionals in 
all that they do, they exhibit honor, courage, 
and commitment in every pursuit. Their sac-
rifices, like that of 1LT Lechowich, will not be 
forgotten. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MRS. DONNIE POW-
ELL FOR HER CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a true valued member 
of our society, Mrs. Donnie Powell. Mrs. Pow-
ell has dedicated a great deal of her life to 
championing causes relative to education and 
criminal justice. 

Mrs. Powell received degrees in Criminal 
Justice from Coahoma Community College 
and Mississippi Valley State University; and 
has worked 25 years for the Mississippi De-
partment of Corrections. 

She is an active member of the Tallahatchie 
County Parent Teacher Association and was 
recruited to be a part of the parent-community 
adhoc committee’s nationwide search for a 
new Superintendent for the Tallahatchie 
School District in 2009. She has received Par-
ent of the Month awards from local elementary 
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and high schools in Tallahatchie County, and 
was most recently named the 2011 
Tallahatchie School District Parent of the 
Year. 

She volunteers her time and energy to her 
local Boys and Girls Club, in an effort to help 
educate and deter the youth from engaging in 
counterproductive activities such as joining 
gangs and committing violence in their schools 
and communities. 

She works in conjunction with the Mis-
sissippi State Department of Health to orga-
nize speaking engagements and forums on 
gangs and violence in Tallahatchie, Panola, 
Quitman, Sunflower, and Coahoma counties. 

Mrs. Powell believes that parents, teachers, 
and community members should work to-
gether and maintain strong lines of commu-
nication in an effort to ensure that the students 
of today receive adequate education and train-
ing to thrive in an ever changing world. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and our colleagues 
join me in recognizing Mrs. Donnie Powell for 
her many contributions to education and serv-
ing her community. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
WILSON ‘‘BILL’’ LIVINGOOD 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, next month this 
House will lose a dedicated public servant. 
Wilson ‘‘Bill’’ Livingood, our Sergeant at Arms, 
will retire after seventeen years keeping us 
safe. Since 1995, he has stood watch over the 
People’s House and all of its members, staff, 
and visitors, overseeing the security of this 
chamber, the Capitol, and Congressional of-
fice buildings. 

Under Bill’s leadership, the House has 
adapted its security measures to meet new 
challenges faced since September 11. He has 
been a driving force in enhancing screening 
procedures while ensuring that Americans can 
still easily visit the Capitol and meet with their 
representatives. 

Bill Livingood’s life has been spent in serv-
ice to our nation and to protecting the institu-
tions of our democracy. Before his long serv-
ice as Sergeant at Arms, Bill was an agent of 
the U.S. Secret Service for thirty-three years, 
placing his life on the line to protect our com-
mander-in-chief. 

While I have no doubt that the strong voice 
with which Bill has welcomed U.S. presidents 
and foreign dignitaries into the House cham-
ber has become iconic, I believe he will be re-
membered here most for his warmth and kind- 
spirit and for his deep love of country. I have 
been fortunate to call him a friend and can at-
test to the attention and respect he commands 
from all who have known him. It has been a 
pleasure serving with Bill throughout his ten-
ure, and I wish him all the best in his retire-
ment. 

I join with my colleagues from both sides of 
the aisle in thanking Bill for his long career of 
distinguished service to the people of the 
United States and, in particular, to their 
House. 

CONGRATULATING THE LINN HIGH 
SCHOOL WILDCATS BOYS CROSS 
COUNTRY TEAM 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the Linn High School Wildcats 
Boys Cross Country team for winning the 
Class 1 Missouri State Championship. 

The young men and their coaches should 
be commended for all their hard work through-
out the regular season and bringing home the 
state cross country championship to their 
school and community. The boys have relied 
on each other throughout the season, pro-
viding one another with encouragement and 
displaying true team spirit. They won by a 
mere one point, proving that all seven boys 
were truly needed in securing the victory. 

I ask that you join me in recognizing the 
Linn Wildcats for a hard fought victory and a 
job well done. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 26, 1995, when the last attempt at 
a balanced budget amendment passed the 
House by a bipartisan vote of 300–132, the 
national debt was $4,801,405,175,294.28. 

Today, it is $15,068,133,903,969.13. We’ve 
added $10,266,728,728,674.85 dollars to our 
debt in 16 years. This is $10 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING THE BIRTHDAY OF 
KING BHUMIBOL ADULYADEJ OF 
THAILAND 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my congratulations and best 
wishes to the world’s longest serving monarch, 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand, on the 
occasion of his 84th birthday this past Mon-
day, December 5th. King Bhumibol is beloved 
by his people and esteemed for his great hu-
mility, compassion and proactive engagement 
with everyday Thais. 

King Bhumibol has spent decades in vir-
tually every corner of Thailand, engaging with 
the Thai people face-to-face, seeking new and 
improved ways to make their lives better. 
Since the early years of his now 65-year reign, 
he has been mindful of the livelihood of farm-
ers and others dependent on agriculture. He 
made water management a key priority in 
royal development projects, with the first such 
project initiated in 1963. Taking a holistic ap-

proach, the King’s projects also sought to en-
sure local residents understand the impor-
tance of proper water management to avoid 
flooding, droughts and pollution. 

The King has also promoted sustainable ag-
ricultural practices along with soil resource 
management, to maximize economic success 
in rural areas and to help farmers become 
self-reliant. His economic advice based on the 
‘‘Sufficiency Economy’’ philosophy, which calls 
on individuals and businesses to practice 
moderation and reasonableness, and seek 
self-immunity against external factors in their 
pursuit of growth, has been embraced by rural 
farmers and private businesses alike. 

Agriculture, environmental conservation and 
sustainable development are among the many 
other areas of King Bhumibol’s initiatives to 
contribute to the progress of Thailand and its 
people. During the 1960s and 1970s, the King 
developed an opium crop substitution program 
that encourages hilltribe people to grow cash 
crops so that they abandon the drug trade. His 
initiatives on health—started even earlier in 
the 1950s—helped Thailand’s efforts to eradi-
cate and combat diseases such as leprosy, 
cholera, tuberculosis and smallpox. These and 
the scholarship programs he created to sup-
port Thais to study medicine and medical ad-
vancement overseas have contributed to the 
development of the country’s public health 
system—today one of the most advanced in 
Southeast Asia. 

King Bhumibol’s values, initiatives, and pas-
sion for improving life for all Thais have 
earned him the respect of the people of Thai-
land. He has also been recognized internation-
ally for his unique leadership, which has up-
lifted the people of Thailand during difficult 
times. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to join the peo-
ple of Thailand—America’s friend and oldest 
treaty ally in Asia—as they pay tribute to King 
Bhumibol and celebrate his 84th birthday this 
week. 

f 

HONORING MR. JEREMIAH JOSEPH 
O’KEEFE FOR HIS CONTRIBU-
TIONS AND SERVICE TO COMMU-
NITY AND COUNTRY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a World War II hero, 
entrepreneur, philanthropist and outstanding 
public servant, Mr. Jeremiah ‘‘Jerry’’ Joseph 
O’Keefe. 

A native of Ocean Springs, Mississippi, 
Jeremiah Joseph O’Keefe was born July 12, 
1923, in a gracious antebellum home con-
structed by his grandfather. When Jeremiah 
O’Keefe was 13 years old, the family lost their 
home during the Depression and relocated to 
Biloxi, Mississippi. In Biloxi, Mr. O’Keefe at-
tended Sacred Heart Academy high school, 
where during his senior year he was co-cap-
tain of the school’s football team. 

Mr. O’Keefe was attending Soulè Business 
College when the Japanese bombed Pearl 
Harbor in 1941 and he quickly offered to serve 
his country by enlisting in the United States 
Navy. He would join the Aviation Cadet Pro-
gram of the United States Navy in June 1942, 
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and was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in 
the United States Marine Corps and des-
ignated a Naval Aviator on June 16, 1943. In 
1945, Mr. O’Keefe, then a 1st Lieutenant, and 
his 24-plane fighter squadron, ‘‘the Death Rat-
tlers,’’ deployed upon Okinawa where they 
would participate in his first aerial combat. 
Their assignment was to prevent repeated 
nightly Japanese aerial attacks in the harbor. 
An ‘‘ace’’ fighter pilot, Mr. O’Keefe was cred-
ited with shooting down a total of seven Japa-
nese airplanes in the Battle of Okinawa, in-
cluding five in one day. At the age of 21, Mr. 
O’Keefe became one of the youngest ‘‘Aces’’ 
in World War II. For his meritorious efforts, he 
was awarded the United States Navy Cross, 
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal, and 
the Gold Star. 

Following World War II, Mr. O’Keefe ob-
tained a degree in business administration 
from Loyola University and went to work with 
his father in the family funeral business. In 
1958, he purchased Bradford Funeral Service 
and merged it with the O’Keefe family busi-
ness to create Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral 
Home. That same year, Mr. O’Keefe founded 
Gulf National Life (GNL) Insurance Company. 
Over the course of several decades, GNL ac-
quired a number of other smaller companies 
and became the largest insurer in Mississippi 
with over 200 affiliated funeral homes. 

Deeply rooted in politics on the Gulf Coast, 
Mr. O’Keefe’s grandfather was alderman-at- 
large in Ocean Springs. In 1935, Jerry 
O’Keefe’s uncle, John O’Keefe served as 
Mayor of Biloxi for two years, before resigning 
to become an Adjutant General in the Mis-
sissippi National Guard. Jerry O’Keefe was 
elected to the Mississippi State Legislature 
seven years later in 1959 and served one 
four-year term. Mr. O’Keefe was elected 
Mayor of Biloxi in 1973 and served eight 
years. Known as an energetic and innovative 
mayor, he was awarded Biloxi’s Citizen of the 
Year in 1976. 

As mayor, Mr. O’Keefe was a strong pro-
ponent for civil rights and the advancement of 
the African-American community. While mayor 
of Biloxi, he confronted the Ku Klux Klan 
(KKK) by rescinding a permit they received to 
hold a parade in the town. When the KKK pro-
ceeded with the parade, he had them ar-
rested. Mr. O’Keefe was guided by his moral 
compass and ethical disposition during a time 
when few stood up against the Ku Klux Klan 
for fear of retribution. Mr. O’Keefe received 
death threats and the KKK burned a cross in 
front of his house. Still, Jerry O’Keefe stood 
his ground. 

After three decades of politics, Mr. O’Keefe 
shifted his focus to fundraising and philan-
thropy. He has been a supporter and donor to 
numerous organizations, schools, and muse-
ums. In 1967 and 1975, Mr. O’Keefe received 
awards from the United Fund Campaign for 
Distinguished Service to the people of Har-
rison County. He has been the recipient of the 
Pine Burr Area Boy Scouts of America’s Life-
time Achievement Award. In 1995, he and his 
wife, Annette, founded The O’Keefe Founda-
tion with an initial endowment of $10 million. 
The foundation is the primary financial spon-
sor of The New Hope Center in Ocean 
Springs, a center for disabled youth. Addition-
ally, the foundation supports numerous organi-
zations throughout the state and the greater 

Gulf Coast region which includes the Coalition 
for Citizens with Disabilities, St. John’s and 
Mercy Cross High Schools, Habitat for Hu-
manity, Shaw University, Tougaloo College, 
St. Alphonsus Elementary School, YMCA, the 
St. Vincent Depaul Society, the Walter Ander-
son Museum, Boys and Girls Clubs, Christians 
United of Jackson County, and the City of 
Ocean Springs. 

Mr. O’Keefe and his first wife, Annette 
Saxon O’Keefe, have 13 children. He and his 
later wife, Martha, have worked to reinforce 
family bonds through regular church attend-
ance, Sunday dinners, and family vacations. 
Mr. O’Keefe is an active member in the Nativ-
ity B.V.M. Cathedral. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in expressing my sincere gratitude to Mr. 
Jeremiah ‘‘Jerry’’ Joseph O’Keefe of Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi for his service to the state 
of Mississippi and to this country. 

f 

SUPPORT OF H. RES. 440 CON-
GRATULATING RECIPIENTS OF 
2010 WORLD PEACE PRIZE H.H. 
DORJE CHANG BUDDHA III AND 
THE HONORABLE BEN GILMAN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my strong support of H. Res. 440 which 
congratulates H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III 
and the Honorable Ben Gilman for winning the 
2010 World Peace Prize. 

Recently, I introduced this resolution to 
highlight the awarding of the World Peace 
Prize to both H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III and 
Congressman Gilman. The World Peace Prize 
is a very distinguished honor granted by the 
World Peace Council in recognition of individ-
uals who exemplify selflessness in their devo-
tion to humanity. 

I commend H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III 
and the Honorable Ben Gilman for their mul-
tiple contributions to our society and urge my 
colleagues to support H. Res. 440. 

f 

THE CAMERAS IN THE 
COURTROOM ACT OF 2011 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
today I introduced the Cameras in the Court 
Act of 2011 to ensure transparency and ac-
countability in the judicial branch by providing 
television coverage for open proceedings be-
fore the United States Supreme Court. 

This is companion legislation to a bipartisan 
bill, S. 1945, introduced yesterday by Senator 
DICK DURBIN (D–IL), Assistant Senate Majority 
Leader, and Senator CHUCK GRASSLEY (R–IA), 
Ranking Member on the Senate Committee on 
the Judiciary. The Cameras in the Courtroom 
Act of 2011 respects the individual rights of 
the parties appearing before the Court, only 

applying to open proceedings. In addition, a 
majority of the Supreme Court justices may 
vote to exclude television coverage of a par-
ticular proceeding if they decide that such cov-
erage would result in a violation of the due 
process rights of any of the specific parties 
before the Court. 

This legislation would only apply to those 
Supreme Court proceedings currently open to 
the public. Individual Americans are welcome 
to observe these Court proceedings, but only 
in an extremely limited number. The Supreme 
Court has seating for several hundred, how-
ever they typically only allocate roughly 50 
seats for the general public. And that is what 
is so troubling. Given the sweeping nature of 
recent Supreme Court decisions, this limited 
seating almost screams elitism, secrecy and 
contempt for the public by this third branch of 
our government. 

I strongly believe that the separation of pow-
ers and our system of checks and balances is 
essential to the successful operation of a 
democratic society. However transparency and 
accountability are necessary to ensure that 
those checks and balances are properly ap-
plied, even in the judicial branch itself. 

Regardless of the scope of the legislation, 
Congressional debates and votes on each and 
every bill are televised and available to Ameri-
cans through CSPAN. It was not enough for 
reporters to pass along their accounts of what 
occurred, nor was it enough for the limited 
number of Americans who could directly ob-
serve from the House and Senate galleries. 
The entire American public—it was deter-
mined—was entitled to know what the Con-
gress was undertaking in its name. 

It strains any reasonable precept of trans-
parency to assert that such momentous recent 
Supreme Court deliberations such as Bush v. 
Gore, Kelo v. City of New London, and Citi-
zens United v. Federal Election Commission 
were available only to the 50 Americans who 
were allowed and fortunate enough to be 
among the chosen few to wait in the queue for 
public seating. 

Americans today live in a world where infor-
mation is near instantaneous; where with a 
handheld cell phone they are able to commu-
nicate through live video conferencing with 
nearly anyone in the world. Today’s tech-
nology allows us to bring events from across 
the globe to our fingertips in real time. 

It is essential that the highest arbiter of the 
law of our land provide all Americans with the 
opportunity to observe United States Supreme 
Court proceedings in a manner that will enable 
them to form their own opinion through direct 
observation. Transparency and accountability 
are the windows through which everyday citi-
zens may observe and protect democracy. Are 
there risks that some will play to the cameras? 
Yes, absolutely. Are those risks offset by the 
public’s need, indeed right, to know? Abso-
lutely yes. Sunshine—even in the Supreme 
Court—remains the best disinfectant against 
those who might feel that the black robe of 
life-tenure grants them permanent immunity 
from accountability for their words and opin-
ions. 

I urge my colleagues to support trans-
parency and accountability in the United 
States Supreme Court and cosponsor the 
Cameras in the Courtroom Act of 2011. 
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CONGRATULATING MERAMEC 

ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS COMPANY 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Meramec Electrical Prod-
ucts Company in Cuba, MO, which was 
awarded the Make It in America Manufacturer 
of the Week for November 16–23, 2011. 

Make It in America is an initiative supported 
by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Manu-
facturing Extension Partnership (MEP), which 
works with small and mid-sized U.S. manufac-
turers to help them create jobs, increase prof-
its and save time and money. The nationwide 
network of manufacturers provides a variety of 
services and resources to aid American busi-
nesses in expanding into new markets, cre-
ating new products and building their clientele. 
For every one dollar of federal investment, 
MEP generates $32 in new sales growth, 
which equates to $3.6 billion in new sales an-
nually. 

Each week MEP features an American busi-
ness that is boosting U.S.-based manufac-
turing and production. I am pleased to ac-
knowledge Missouri’s hardworking manufac-
turing industry and, specifically, Meramec 
Electrical Products Company. This midwest 
company is one of the largest manufacturers 
of instrument current transformers for the 
power generation, transmission and electrical 
distribution markets. Its products are used in 
generators, power transformers and high volt-
age circuit breakers, to name a few. 

The company was founded in 1969 on the 
principles that quality people and teamwork 
will produce quality products. Those principles 
have guided the business for the past four 
decades, leading to its success today. Mera-
mec Electrical Products Company is the larg-
est bushing transformer manufacturer in the 
Western Hemisphere and serves a global mar-
ket. It uses an effective Quality Assurance 
System to ensure high quality products pro-
duced efficiently, effectively and on budget. 
This company is a true testament that hard 
work and dedication lead to success and 
greater opportunities. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Meramec 
Electrical Products Company and its employ-
ees for all their success and the well-deserved 
title of Make It in America Manufacturer of the 
Week. 

RECOGNIZING MR. KENNETH COLE-
MAN FOR HIS DEDICATION TO 
SERVING OTHERS AND GIVING 
BACK TO THE COMMUNITY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable and an 
intrepid man; one who has served as a father 
figure to many of the children of Crystal 
Springs, Mississippi; Mr. Kenneth Coleman. 
Mr. Coleman, a lifelong resident of Crystal 
Springs, Mississippi is husband and devoted 
father to two biological sons. Mr. Coleman 
graduated from Crystal Springs High School in 
1991 and received his Bachelors of Science 
Degree in Recreation from Alcorn State Uni-
versity in 1998. 

Mr. Coleman serves as a volunteer coach 
for both Crystal Springs Middle and High 
School football and basketball teams. Mr. 
Coleman’s commitment to the children of 
Crystal Springs is of no small consequence; 
under his direction the children learn a sense 
of sportsmanship, comradery and teamwork. 

Mr. Coleman is employed as a conservation 
officer with the Mississippi Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, and Parks and is also 
a member of the Sanderson Masonic Lodge 
#22 in Crystal Springs. Mr. Coleman is a very 
active member of the Jerusalem Missionary 
Baptist Church, where he serves as chairman 
of the deacon board and is a member of the 
choir. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in commending Mr. Kenneth Cole-
man for serving as a role model and inspira-
tion to the children of Crystal Springs, Mis-
sissippi. 

f 

HONORING MARIPOSA COUNTY 
HIGH SCHOOL GRIZZLY MARCH-
ING BAND 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor Mariposa County 
High School Grizzly Marching Band that was 
selected to perform in the 92nd Annual NYC 
Veterans Day Parade commemorating the 
10th Anniversary Tribute to The World Trade 
Center, and The Band of Pride Tribute Mass 
Band Performance on November 10, 2011. 

The selection committee consisted of The 
Mayor’s Office of Veterans’ Affairs, The Hon-

orable Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, The 
United War Veterans’ Council and Melinda 
Marinoff, The NYC Veterans Day Parade’s Of-
ficial Marching Band and Youth Sponsor. They 
selected the band because of their incredible 
reputation for fostering personal growth and 
development through music, their style and 
talent, and their respect for the flag. 

The band joined fewer than 20 other high 
school bands from the entire United States to 
participate with several international bands to 
form a ‘‘Band of Pride.’’ They were the only 
high school band from California. 

It was a great honor for the band members 
to be invited to participate in such a magnifi-
cent and touching tribute to all those who 
have served our country and to the victims of 
9/11. Even more so, it had special meaning 
for the band director, Dr. Phillip M. Smith, a 
disabled decorated veteran who has served 
his country for over 35 years. In addition, he 
is a member of their local VFW Post 6042, 
and is a recently retired reservist. In his life-
long spirit of service, Dr. Smith has donated 
his time for over the last ten years by directing 
our MCHS Grizzly Band. He has inspired, 
mentored, and been a staunch supporter of 
the last decade of band kids. The kids can 
count on him to love and accept them at all 
times. 

In addition to the great honor of marching in 
the N.Y.C. Veterans Day Parade, the 
Mariposa County High School Grizzly March-
ing Band had the distinction of being selected 
as one of only 36 high school bands from 
across the United States to receive a 
GRAMMY Signature Schools Enterprise 
Award. In addition to this award, they have 
also amassed the following: 1st Place, Band 
and Drum Major—Selma Band Review; high-
est rating for Division D band in Northern Cali-
fornia Band Association history, October 2011; 
Local Heroes Award presented by Mariposa 
Chamber of Commerce, October 2011; 3rd 
Place, Fresno Fair Band Review, October 
2011; 1st Place, Oakhurst Heritage Days Pa-
rade, September 2011; Mariposa’s Fair Pa-
rade was dedicated to MCHS Grizzly Band; 
Silver Medal, Forum Festivals Concert Band 
Contest, Spring 2011; 3rd in Division, Band 
and Color Guard, Merced CCBR, November 
2010; 1st place Band and Drum Major, Selma 
Marching Band Festival, October 2010; 4th, 
Southern California Forum Festivals Concert 
Band, Los Angeles, Spring 2010; Gold Medal, 
Forum Festivals Concert Band Contest, Spring 
2009; and the Signature Schools Enterprise 
Award, June 2011. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the Mariposa County High School Grizzly 
Marching Band for their hard work and in 
wishing them great success in their future en-
deavors. 
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