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END OF U.S. MILITARY 
OPERATIONS IN IRAQ 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 
marked the official end of United States mili-
tary operations in Iraq. President Obama has 
fulfilled his promise to bring all of our troops 
home by December and, for that, I commend 
him. 

I objected to the invasion of Iraq at the out-
set, and I have vigorously opposed it since. As 
we withdraw from Iraq after nearly nine years 
of war, there is no sense of ‘‘mission accom-
plished’’ because the mission was incompre-
hensible. We invaded the country under false 
pretenses and deliberate misrepresentations: 
no credible evidence pointed to the existence 
of weapons of mass destruction and, not sur-
prisingly, none were found. 

It is my hope that history books accurately 
will record the sorry consequences of invading 
a sovereign nation on the basis of adulterated 
evidence. That is what we did in 2003, and 
our country has paid, and will continue to pay, 
dearly for its foolish rush to war. Today, Iraq’s 
economy is in shambles, its coalition govern-
ment is fragile, anti-Americanism runs high, 
and violence abounds. 

Since we launched this war, nearly 4,500 
American soldiers have lost their lives and 
tens of thousands have sustained lifelong inju-
ries. Their sacrifice must be honored and re-
membered. One way to do so is by not re-
peating the grievous mistakes that led us into 
Iraq. My fear is that those who sought this war 
again are urging conflict—this time with Iran. 
George Santayana warned that ‘‘Those who 
cannot remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it.’’ Let us reflect at length on the pun-
ishing costs of war and its unforgiving legacy. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO TIME WAR-
NER CABLE ON THE OPENING OF 
THEIR D.C. BUREAU 

HON. RENEE L. ELLMERS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Time Warner Cable for its invest-
ment in local television news coverage in 
North Carolina and its recent expansion into 
Washington, D.C. 

By opening a news bureau in our nation’s 
capital, the people of North Carolina will have 
another outlet to learn about the important 
work being done on their behalf and other up-
dates that are important to the communities 
throughout the region. 

Mr. Speaker, TWC is dedicating significant 
resources to high quality local news channels 
that provide critical local news, weather, traffic 

and sports coverage in the communities that 
they serve. 

In my district, the Raleigh research triangle 
area is home to some of the leading 
innovators in technology and healthcare. The 
legislation that we pursue and enact in Wash-
ington has an enormous impact on these busi-
nesses and research facilities. With Time War-
ner Cable’s commitment to reporting both at 
the local and national level, they are giving our 
residents an important resource to stay in-
formed and involved. 

I applaud Time Warner Cable for recog-
nizing the importance of local news, for invest-
ing in it and creating jobs while providing this 
critical service to their customers and the con-
stituents I serve. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RICHARD 
ROBINSON 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my friend, Richard Robinson in the 
event of his retirement after seven dedicated 
years of service as Chief Executive Officer of 
Stanislaus County. 

Rick was appointed Stanislaus County Chief 
Executive Officer in September 2004. In this 
position, under the director of the Board of Su-
pervisors, Rick oversees all aspects of 
Stanislaus County government, which includes 
26 County departments, a $900 million oper-
ating budget and over 3,600 employees. 

Faced with severe financial challenges dur-
ing the current economic crisis, Rick led an ef-
fort to develop a multi-year framework around 
which the County budget functions, a strategy 
which enables the County to address both cur-
rent and future year budget shortfalls in a sys-
tematic and proactive manner. During his ca-
reer with Stanislaus County, he also led many 
efforts aimed at strengthening the County 
health care safety net, including successful ini-
tiatives to attain the Federally Qualified Health 
Care Facility Designation in the County’s 
health clinic system, a multi-year effort to re-
tain the County Residency Program, and the 
sale and transition of the Stanislaus Behavior 
Health Center to private Ownership. 

Prior to his appointment with Stanislaus 
County, Rick had, since 1991, held the posi-
tion of Chief Administrator with Tehama Coun-
ty. Rick started his local government career in 
1982 as an Accountant for the Tehama Coun-
ty Auditor-Controller’s Office. In 1986, he was 
elected Auditor-Controller and ran unopposed 
for a second four-year term in 1990. 

Rick currently serves on several local com-
mittees, including the Community Hospice 
Board of Directors, the Governing Board of 
Doctors Medical Center, Stanislaus Workforce 
Alliance Board of Directors and the Valley 
First Credit Union Supervisory Committee. 
Rick was recently honored by the Stanislaus 

County Equal Rights Commission as a recipi-
ent of the 2011 Annual Dale Butler Equal 
Rights Award for exemplary service in equal 
employment opportunity matters and leader-
ship in promoting equal rights. 

Rick was an honors graduate of California 
State University, Chico, earning his degree in 
Business Administration with an emphasis in 
Accounting. He is a lifetime selection to Beta 
Gamma Sigma, a national scholastic honor 
society for business graduates. Rick has been 
married to his beautiful wife Kathy for 37 
years. They have 4 children and 8 grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in honoring my good friend, Mr. Richard 
Robinson for his years of dedication to the 
County of Stanislaus. 

f 

TO COMMEND ZIAMATIC CORPORA-
TION FOR RECEIVING THE GOV-
ERNOR’S AWARD FOR SAFETY 
AND EXCELLENCE IN 2011 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a prestigious Bucks County based 
company, Ziamatic, for receiving the Gov-
ernor’s Award for Safety and Excellence. 
Ziamatic Corp. (ZICO) was founded in 1958 
with the intention of providing the men and 
women in the fire services industry with prod-
ucts that make their profession safer and easi-
er. Over the years, Ziamatic has grown to be-
come a leading manufacturer of fire and safety 
equipment in the United States. Today, the 
Yardley-based company employs 33 people. 

For almost half of the last century, ZICO 
has designed and developed dozens of new 
products ranging from breathing apparatus to 
ambulance equipment and ladder access sys-
tems. With each new design, one thing has al-
ways been consistent: quality. Before a prod-
uct has the ZICO name attached to it, it must 
undergo rigorous testing to be sure that it 
meets the highest of standards. 

Thank you to Mike Ziayalek, and all of the 
employees at Ziamatic. Congratulations on re-
ceiving the Governor’s Award for Safety and 
Excellence. We appreciate all that you do for 
the community and wish you many more years 
of success. 

f 

HONORING THE SAINT XAVIER 
UNIVERSITY COUGARS FOOT-
BALL TEAM FOR PLAYING THE 
NAIA CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 2011 St. Xavier University Cou-
gars football team, who will compete in the 
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school’s first National Association of Intercolle-
giate Athletics (NAIA) championship game on 
December 17, 2011. The Cougars, who call 
my district home, will compete for the title in 
Rome, Georgia, against Carroll College of 
Montana. 

St. Xavier defeated Marian University on 
December 3rd to go 13-1 for the season and 
earn a trip to the title game. Marian was the 
only school to defeat St. Xavier this year, and 
the Cougars avenged their loss in exciting 
fashion to earn their title birth. With SXU lead-
ing by three points in the final moments of the 
game, Marian was threatening to score with a 
first-and-goal situation. On third down, SXU 
freshman Clayton Fejedelem intercepted a 
pass in the end zone to seal the victory. 

The Cougars’ potent spread offense was on 
full display in the second half of the contest 
with three touchdowns through the air. St. Xa-
vier’s offense leads the NAIA in scoring of-
fense with 45.9 points per game. Just as im-
pressive was the defense as it held Marian’s 
star running back to just 26 yards on 16 car-
ries. 

SXU had come close in the past, making it 
to the NAIA semifinals three times before, but 
this year the fourth time was the charm. When 
the Cougars face Carroll College tomorrow, I 
am confident they will be ready to take on the 
Fighting Saints. Please join me in honoring the 
St. Xavier University Cougars football team 
and their head coach, Mike Feminis, on com-
peting in the NAIA National Championship and 
sealing their place as a perennial football pow-
erhouse. May they perform like champions 
and bring back a national championship tro-
phy. 

f 

IRAN THREAT REDUCTION ACT OF 
2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, while I 
am deeply concerned about Iran’s capacity to 
develop nuclear weapons and I support tar-
geted sanctions against Iran, I voted no on 
H.R. 1905, the Iran Threat Reduction Act of 
2011 because I do not believe it would accom-
plish its stated goal of reducing the threat from 
Iran. 

I am concerned that at a time when more 
nuanced diplomatic tools are needed to suc-
cessfully address this important and multi-
faceted effort to prevent Iran from developing 
nuclear weapons, this legislation would dan-
gerously limit the flexibility of the U.S. Govern-
ment to engage directly with Iran to turn back 
these efforts. The Administration has made it 
clear that the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions 
Accountability and Divestment Act (CISADA), 
enacted just last year after careful deliberation 
by both the House and Senate, is an ade-
quate and effective tool for addressing the 
threat potentially posed through multilateral 
negotiations with Iran. I have spoken directly 
with officials at the State Department and they 
tell me they are very concerned that piling on 
additional sanctions could have the counter-

productive result of sending the already desta-
bilized economies of our European allies into 
a tailspin and threaten the stability of the glob-
al economic recovery. 

I am also troubled by the 601(c) provision 
inserted during mark-up of the bill, which takes 
the unprecedented step of restricting dialogue 
between U.S. and Iranian officials. The con-
troversial provision would prohibit contact be-
tween U.S. diplomats and any Iranian official 
who ‘‘would pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the vital national security inter-
ests of the United States.’’ This is dangerous 
and would have prohibited the efforts that se-
cured the release of two of my constituents, 
Sarah Shourd and Shane Bauer, along with 
their friend and fellow U.C. Berkeley alumnus 
Josh Fattal, who were detained for years in 
Iran after being arrested while hiking near 
Iran’s border with Northern Iraq. Furthermore, 
not only is it unclear how restricting negotia-
tions with Iran on its nuclear program would 
advance our security interests, it should be 
clear that taking this option off the table is 
counterproductive in addressing the very real 
threats that Iran presents. 

It is my hope that my colleagues will ad-
dress these issues in conference and return a 
bill for final passage that considers what it 
takes to effectively undertake national security 
strategy execution. It is time for us to stop 
posturing and to understand that far from a re-
ward to withhold, diplomacy is a critical tool for 
protecting United States national security inter-
ests. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ALBERT CASWELL 
AND THE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
OUR NATION’S ARMED SERVICES 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Albert ‘‘Bert’’ Caswell. 

Bert has worked as a United States Capitol 
tour guide for over twenty-five years. He is 
known throughout the Capitol for his extraor-
dinary work and selfless attitude. After hours, 
Bert volunteers his time offering Capitol tours 
to wounded veterans and participants of the 
Make-A-Wish foundation. He also visits and 
writes poems for wounded soldiers at local 
hospitals to lift their spirits and celebrate their 
heroic nature. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit before you a poem, 
authored by Albert, reflecting on the extraor-
dinary sacrifices and courage of the men and 
women of our Nation’s Armed Services. 

CHRISTMAS TEARS 

This Christmas season, as you awake. . . . 
Please, so take the time to so take. . . . 
To remember in this December, all of those 

families whose hearts now quake. . . . 
For they are so separated, so far across the 

shores . . . by such dark and most evil 
war. . . . 

All in fear, not knowing . . . if but their 
loved ones may live but one day more. 
. . . 

So say a prayer. . . . 
Because, there will be tears across this na-

tion. . . . Christmas Tears. . . . 
And as you so see the smiles upon your chil-

dren’s faces. . . . 

Remember, there are such men and women of 
honor, fighting all in such dark places. 
. . . 

Giving all of their treasure, oh yes That Last 
Full Measure . . . so you may live in 
peace. . . . 

So say a prayer and shed a tear, for all of 
them and all of these so here . . . Our 
Patriots of Peace! 

And all of the ones, who now so in hospitals, 
who have so just begun their new bat-
tles in this new year. So shed a tear. 
. . . 

For the ones who now so live without arms 
and legs, and holes in all places . . . 
teaching us all what faith is! 

For them all so shed a tear! 
And for all of those most magnificent ones, 

as Thy Will Be Done, On Earth As It Is 
In Heaven now in the ground . . . for 
freedom won! Shed a tear. . . . 

For all those little boys and girls, who have 
just lost their best friends in the world. 
. . . 

Its so sad now, shed a tear. . . . 
And as you so sing your songs of joy, remem-

ber all of these little girls and boys in 
your hearts so very loud! And shed a 
tear. . . . 

And in this evening as you break your bread, 
remember to say a prayer for all those 
whom have bled! 

All so you can be free and live in peace. . . . 
Please shed a tear, and say a prayer for all of 

these. . . . 
A child is born. . . . 
As we remember on this golden morn. . . . 
Remember all of their Christian Acts, for 

their courage does not lack. . . . 
So for all of our Armed Forces, shed a tear. 

. . . 
Say a prayer, that they will all be home one 

day . . . safe and sound in the coming 
years. . . . 

And on this Christmas night as you so lay 
yourself down to sleep. . . . 

All in your hearts, so very deep. . . . Say a 
prayer. . . . 

That our Lord will so watch over all of these. 
. . . 

And say a prayer for peace . . . do so please. 
. . . 

Now, on this night from high above. . . . 
But comes a gentle rain, soft falling snow 

flakes from our Lord all in his love. 
. . . 

All for their selfless sacrifice, all of these 
fine men and women who now must 
fight. . . . 

Are but our Lord’s tears, for all these and 
their families on this night. . . . 

So say a prayer and shed a tear, and so pray 
that they will all be back next year. 
. . . 

But, with their loved ones, on Christmas 
night. . . . 

Lord God, Bless Them. . . . Bless Them All! 
Thank Them All. . . . 

And say a prayer and shed a tear for all 
those most magnificent families and 
heroes who answer the call! 

Thank them all and shed a tear. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, on December 
14, 2011, I inadvertently cast ‘‘yea’’ votes on 
the final passage of H.R. 1905 and H.R. 2105. 
I am opposed to both bills. 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHNNIE B. BOOKER 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Ms. Johnnie B. Booker on the 
occasion of her retirement from the Coca-Cola 
Company. Ms. Booker’s career has been 
marked by an extraordinary record of success 
as a corporate executive, national expert on 
workforce and supplier diversity, and senior 
federal government official. 

Ms. Booker has served as Global Director of 
Supplier Diversity for the Coca-Cola Company 
since 2001. In this capacity, she has been re-
sponsible for developing and implementing the 
company’s supplier diversity program and ini-
tiatives to assure equal contracting opportuni-
ties for minority- and women-owned busi-
nesses. During her first year with Coca-Cola, 
contracts with minority- and women-owned 
businesses increased over the previous year 
by 50 percent, exceeding the company’s goal 
by 27 percent. Under Ms. Booker’s leadership, 
the company has consistently exceeded its 
goals for subsequent years, and its supplier 
diversity profile has grown substantially in ac-
tual dollars expended and global recognition. 

Mr. Speaker, I might add that this is Ms. 
Booker’s second retirement. Before joining 
Coca-Cola, she had a successful career in the 
federal government, culminating in her role as 
Director of the Office of Equal Opportunity at 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(FDIC), from which she retired in 1996. In 
1991, Ms. Booker joined the Resolution Trust 
Corporation (RTC) as Vice President, Division 
of Minority and Women’s Programs. While at 
the RTC, she created unprecedented con-
tracting and investment opportunities for 
minority- and women-owned businesses and 
law firms. She commissioned the first disparity 
study by a federal agency and increased con-
tracting fees for minority- and women-owned 
businesses from 18 percent to over 48 percent 
and from 3 to 26 percent for minority- and 
women-owned law firms. Her work at the RTC 
served as a model for other federal agencies 
as well as private companies seeking to es-
tablish viable minority procurement programs. 

Prior to her tenure at the RTC, Ms. Booker 
served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Fair 
Housing and Equal Opportunity at the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. In this role, she established a new office 
of affirmative action and equal opportunity and 
successfully revamped the Department’s frag-
mented approach to discrimination complaint 
processing and affirmative employment pro-
grams. Ms. Booker also served in executive 
capacities with the Federal Home Loan Bank 
Board and the National Urban League. 

Active in her community, Ms. Booker serves 
on the boards of the National Minority Supplier 
Development Council, Women’s Business En-
terprise National Council, US Pan Asian 
Chamber of Commerce, Bronx Community 
College Foundation, the Ashley Stewart Foun-
dation, National Advisory Board of the Whitney 
M. Young, Jr., School of Social Work—Clark 
Atlanta University and the Supplier Diversity 
Council of The Conference Board. Her civic 
affiliations include Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Dogwood City Chapter of The Links, Inc., Cir-
cle-Lets, The National Black Child Develop-

ment Institute, NAACP, Urban League and Big 
Bethel AME Church. Ms. Booker has ap-
peared in a myriad of national publications 
and has received numerous honors and 
awards for her outstanding professional con-
tributions and accomplishments. 

Ms. Booker received a Bachelor of Science 
Degree from Hampton University and a Master 
of Social Work Degree from the Atlanta Uni-
versity School of Social Work. She is the 
proud mother of a son, S. Courtney Booker, 
III, mother-in-law of Nissa and grandmother of 
two wonderful grandchildren, Dalyn and Aiden, 
who bring her special joy. I know that she is 
looking forward to being able to spend more 
time with them in retirement. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the entire House join 
me in congratulating Ms. Johnnie B. Booker 
on this well deserved retirement. I wish her 
good health and Godspeed. 

f 

HONORING SARAH SMIERCIAK, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE 2011 RHODES 
SCHOLARSHIP 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sarah Smierciak, a graduate of my 
alma mater, Northwestern University, who was 
recently awarded a prestigious Rhodes Schol-
arship. 

Ms. Smierciak hails from Lemont and ma-
jored in History and in Middle East Language 
and Civilization. She studied Arabic at the 
American University in Cairo and Damascus 
University. She is also an accomplished 
triathlete and a member of the Phi Beta Kappa 
Honor Society. 

Established in 1903, Rhodes Scholarships 
are awarded to outstanding well-rounded stu-
dents to attend Oxford University for post-
graduate study. The selection committee iden-
tifies young men and women of outstanding 
intellect, character, leadership, and commit-
ment to service. Over 830 of our nation’s top 
students applied and Sarah was awarded one 
of only 83 Rhodes Scholarships. 

Ms. Smierciak’s work and experiences dem-
onstrate that she is a very deserving choice 
for this prestigious scholarship. She has pub-
lished articles on social justice and published 
her photography, and serves as a docent on 
Egyptian art at The Field Museum. 

Fluent in Arabic, she currently resides in 
Egypt, where she is promoting the value of 
education by assisting orphans in the after-
math of the Egyptian Revolution. Through her 
work with the international charity, FACE for 
Children in Need, she is working to develop a 
teaching curriculum for the street children of 
Egypt and Sudan. She remains tireless in her 
devotion to helping these young boys appre-
ciate the need for education. 

Ms. Smierciak plans to use her Rhodes 
Scholarship to pursue developmental studies 
at Oxford University. She aspires to one day 
be an advisor at the United Nations. 

I ask you to join me in honoring Ms. Sarah 
Smierciak, a member of the Rhodes Scholar-
ship Class of 2012, and may she have suc-
cess in all her endeavors to promote the value 
of education throughout the United States and 
the world. 

RECOGNIZING RADM MICHAEL A. 
BROWN 

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I am honored to recognize Rear Ad-
miral Michael A. Brown for his distinguished 
service to the Government of the United 
States as the Director, Cybersecurity Coordi-
nation, National Protection and Programs Di-
rectorate, and Senior Department of Home-
land Security Cybersecurity Representative to 
the National Security Agency and the United 
States Cyber Command from December 2010 
to January 2012. 

Rear Admiral Brown is a national level lead-
er on cybersecurity, a matter of highest impor-
tance to the nation’s national security, home-
land defense and economic competitiveness. 
Since the Department of Defense and the De-
partment of Homeland Security each bring dif-
ferent authorities, capabilities and cultures to 
this national challenge, the nation needed an 
astute solution provider and consensus builder 
in each of these areas. Handpicked to bridge 
the two leading Departments in this mission 
space, he quickly earned the respect of each 
due to his intellect, skill and determination for 
national-level solutions and brought the De-
partments closer together. 

Rear Admiral Brown’s sound advice rou-
tinely developed and informed policy and op-
erations positions taken by senior decision 
makers at the national level, thereby advanc-
ing national and international cybersecurity 
policy and critical legislative proposals needed 
to change the nation’s antiquated cybersecu-
rity-related laws. Few people had a bigger role 
at increasing the understanding and apprecia-
tion of the complexity and relationship be-
tween policy, technology and operations re-
quired to secure our nation’s public and pri-
vate infrastructure. 

Rear Admiral Brown’s leadership was cru-
cial in the execution of a first-of-its-kind gov-
ernment-wide boundary cyber defense system 
to which the U.S.’s foreign intelligence system 
would be connected, to setting the course to 
transform DHS’s cyber operational centers into 
national assets, to creating the public-private 
partnerships necessary to jointly operate to 
mitigate extraordinarily pressing nation state, 
crime, and hacktivist cyber threats. 

The National Cybersecurity and Commu-
nications Integration Center was another of his 
notable achievements providing the vision and 
execution to make it operational. Both a war-
rior and innovative thinker, he seamlessly 
worked with government and private sector 
counterparts to strengthen and support oper-
ational partnerships. 

During a perilous time for our nation, in 
which our adversaries’ ability and will to steal 
and control our national assets through cyber-
space often far outpaces our posture to stop 
it, Rear Admiral Brown helped set the nec-
essary strategic direction by unifying the Fed-
eral Executive branch, state and local govern-
ment, the U.S. critical infrastructure commu-
nity, and the private sector. His leadership cul-
minated in a White House-supported effort 
that defined a national plan for unified public 
and private response to malicious activity 
under the National Cyber Incident Response 
Plan. 
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Our thanks also go to his wife, Therese L. 

Brown and his children Michael R. Brown, 
Meghan T. Brown and Lauren M. Brown. Their 
support and sacrifice on behalf of our Nation 
should be recognized along with Rear Admiral 
Brown’s tremendous hard work. 

f 

HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CANAAN GALILEE MIS-
SIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the 60th Anniversary of Canaan Galilee Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Madison, Illinois. 

In 1951, Mother Georgia Jones accepted 
her calling to help organize a new church in 
the Eagle Park area of Madison, Illinois. Word 
of Mother Jones’ efforts reached Rev. C. D. 
McClinton, the former pastor of Southern Tab-
ernacle Church in nearby Lovejoy. These two, 
along with a small group of dedicated pio-
neers, met for several weeks before forming a 
Mission which would become Canaan Galilee 
Missionary Baptist Church, with Rev. 
McClinton as the first Pastor. 

Early meetings of the new church were held 
in the Jones’ home. Soon, a lot was pur-
chased and the first church structure was con-
structed through the labors of the church 
members. A fire destroyed the first church 
building on Good Friday, 1966, and temporary 
facilities were required, including a tent where 
services were held during the summer and fall 
of 1966. Work was ongoing for a permanent 
replacement which would be completed in 
stages as resources were available. The phys-
ical church structure continued to develop as 
the church congregation grew and a new edi-
fice was recently dedicated. 

Canaan Galilee Missionary Baptist Church 
has grown and expanded since its humble be-
ginnings. A number of ministries have been in-
stituted to serve not only the church congrega-
tion but also the Eagle Park community. The 
current and seventh pastor, Rev. Don Sanford, 
has been a driving force for expanding the 
church involvement in the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the 60th Anniversary of Canaan 
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church and to wish 
them the best for many years to come. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1540, 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong opposition to H.R. 1540, the National 
Defense Authorization Act for FY 2012. The 
conference report provisions regarding the 
treatment of terrorism detainees in U.S. cus-

tody contained in the bill simply do not go far 
enough to ensure that counterterrorism offi-
cials have the ability to effectively deal with 
the threats our country faces, while upholding 
our constitutional values. 

These detainee provisions put into law the 
authority of the military to indefinitely detain 
without trial individuals determined to be mem-
bers or substantial supporters of terrorist orga-
nizations. But the bill does not define in clear 
terms those who are subject to this provision 
and leaves open the possibility that even 
American citizens arrested on U.S. soil could 
be detained indefinitely. 

I fully support many provisions in this bill, in-
cluding those that provide our service mem-
bers with the pay and equipment they need 
and deserve. I also strongly support provisions 
that make much-needed improvements to the 
sexual assault and harassment policies of the 
Defense Department, and ensure that victims 
have access to a military lawyer and maintain 
their option of confidential reporting even if 
they seek legal counsel. 

But, the language regarding detainees con-
tained in this bill threatens the rights and lib-
erties of American citizens. We must state un-
equivocally that no American may be arrested 
on U.S. soil and detained indefinitely without 
trial. This bill fails that test and compromises 
our most basic constitutional values. 

That is why I vigorously oppose H.R. 1540 
and urge my colleagues to join me in a strong 
‘‘no’’ vote. 

f 

DIVISION E OF THE CONSOLI-
DATED APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, the Statement 
of Managers language contained in Division E 
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2012 
regarding the Boiler MACT rule is not intended 
in any way to convey an endorsement by the 
conferees of any Boiler MACT rulemaking pro-
posal. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF MR. FRANK CASTELLI 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Mr. Frank Castelli’s retirement 
as the Service Director for the City of Middle-
burg Heights after 25 years of dedicated serv-
ice. 

Mr. Frank Castelli was born in Jefferson, 
Ohio and graduated from Geneva High 
School. He later continued his education by 
attending Cleveland State University. Mr. 
Castelli and his wife, Delia, have been married 
for 45 years and have one daughter, Claudia, 
and two sons, Marc and Matt. Frank also has 
two grandchildren, Marcella and Pete. 

Mr. Castelli is a veteran of the United States 
Army and served in Germany during 1955 and 

1956. Following his service in the Army, Mr. 
Castelli worked in the insurance industry for 
nearly 30 years as a claim adjuster and com-
mercial insurance agent. He also spent 16 
years as the co-owner and operator of Trans 
Ohio Insurance Agency with his brother, Ron. 
In 1986, Frank became the Service Director 
for the City of Middleburg Heights, Ohio. 

In addition to his careers serving his coun-
try, fellow Ohioans and residents of Middle-
burg Heights, Mr. Castelli has been a leader 
in the community. Since 1976 he has served 
as the president of the Misty Lake Condo-
minium Association and at one time served as 
a member of the Planning Commission. From 
1976 to 1986 Frank was a councilman for Mid-
dleburg Heights, Ward 1. He has also been 
serving as the president of the Middleburg 
Heights Democratic Club since 1998 and is an 
active member of the Cuyahoga County 
Democratic Party Executive Committee. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring Mr. Frank Castelli as he cele-
brates his retirement. 

f 

HONORING ACTIVIST AND CIVIL 
RIGHTS HERO KATHLYN GILLIAM 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the life of 
Kathlyn Gilliam, a champion of civil rights and 
the Dallas school district’s first African-Amer-
ican female trustee. Ms. Gilliam was 81 years 
old when she passed away this last Sunday. 

There is no shortage of talent and diversity 
in the 30th District of Texas, and residents like 
Kathlyn Gilliam are a testament to this fact. An 
activist and a leader, Ms. Gilliam dedicated 
her life to achieving higher quality education 
and living standards for all. 

Growing up and working during the days of 
segregation, Ms. Gilliam’s exceptional char-
acter helped her to triumph over a unique set 
of institutional hurdles and staunch resistance 
from her peers. She bravely attended Lincoln 
High School before Dallas ISD’s desegrega-
tion and even went on to become the school 
district’s first Black female trustee. 

Ms. Gilliam actively shaped the way South 
Dallas schools would evolve into some of the 
magnet schools we understand them to be 
today. By fiercely advocating for stronger cur-
ricula and warding off near-constant opposition 
from the rest of the school board, Ms. Gilliam 
enhanced the overall learning experience for 
thousands of students in the area, the effects 
of which are still apparent today. 

Mr. Speaker, it saddens me and thousands 
of other Dallas residents to hear of Ms. 
Gilliam’s passing. Her legacy of effectively re-
shaping the Dallas school district and improv-
ing her community is not only immortalized in 
a school named in her honor, but also in our 
hearts and memories. Ms. Gilliam’s passing 
comes as a great loss to the 30th District of 
Texas, and I hope that others will take exam-
ple by her leadership and exceptional char-
acter. 
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WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. TROOPS 

FROM IRAQ 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to praise our troops—and our President—as 
we end our involvement in Iraq. 

America’s armed forces were called to duty, 
did everything asked of them and served with 
distinction. Their valor and dedication in serv-
ing our country half a world away has been an 
inspiration to me and to our nation. And now, 
as they leave the nation of Iraq, we here at 
home honor their sacrifice, the sacrifice of 
their families, and welcome them with open 
arms and open hearts. As we welcome those 
who are coming home, we must not forget the 
nearly 4,500 servicemembers who lost their 
lives and the more than 30,000 troops who 
were wounded in this conflict who, along with 
their families, have made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country. 

President Obama deserves much credit for 
keeping his promise to the American people to 
withdraw from the Iraq conflict and have our 
troops home by the holidays. Those of us in 
the House and the Senate must continue to 
honor our commitment to our veterans and 
their families, helping to ensure a future in 
which they can fulfill their hopes and dreams 
for themselves and their children. 

f 

JOBS ARE OUR HIGHEST PRIORITY 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call attention to incentives that add to unem-
ployment and decrease tax revenues. 

Strong consumer protection laws are the re-
sponsibility of each State in our Union and I 
support efforts to enforce them to protect our 
constituents. However, no reasonable person 
would favor an approach so draconian in its 
effect that it makes innocent employees vic-
tims. The impact on our hard-working union 
members is unfair and unwarranted. Propor-
tionality in these cases is critical. Perverse in-
centives can be seen when the settlements in 
these cases are used to pay operating budg-
ets of the agencies that bring the charges, es-
pecially if it encourages the targeting of out of 
state companies for huge settlements. The 
payments should be enough to compensate 
for any harm and to push the company to act 
in an appropriate manner according to law. 
Only in egregious or criminal circumstances 
should companies be forced out of business. 

It is crucial to enforce strong consumer pro-
tection and deceptive advertising laws. In this 
economy, as we hasten to take measures to 
protect jobs, we have got to be mindful of in-
centives that put states revenue needs in 
competition with each other. Without question, 
the states must have the power to stop decep-
tive advertising and unfair competition, but 
they should not have the authority to abuse 
that power in ways that decrease other states 
tax revenues by forcing businesses to add 
thousands of Americans to the ranks of the 

unemployed. I would encourage those enforc-
ing our laws to take this into account. 

f 

PIPELINE SAFETY, REGULATORY 
CERTAINTY, AND JOB CREATION 
ACT OF 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 12, 2011 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, in Pennsylvania 
and across the country, we are moving for-
ward to develop American sources of energy. 
This development will reduce energy prices for 
hardworking taxpayers, create jobs for Ameri-
cans and lessen our dependence on foreign 
oil. As this important development moves for-
ward, we must remain strongly committed to 
protecting our environment and ensuring these 
operations are safe and responsible. 

The production of natural gas from the 
Marcellus Shale in Pennsylvania is an eco-
nomic driver for our State but it also presents 
unique challenges. Thousands of wells have 
already been drilled in Pennsylvania, and 
many more and thousands of miles of 
Marcellus-related pipeline are planned in the 
Keystone State alone. Most of these facilities 
are unmanned and spread across rural areas, 
making monitoring and data communication 
difficult. Critical failures of these systems can 
cause untold environmental and economic 
damage, yet we may not know of these fail-
ures until far too much damage has been 
done. There is an urgent need for better sys-
tems to monitor wells and pipelines for leaks, 
damage and anomalies to protect the environ-
ment and the public. 

The House has taken a step to address 
these deficiencies in passing H.R. 2845, the 
Pipeline Safety, Regulatory Certainty, and Job 
Creation Act of 2011. Among other provisions, 
the bill requires the Secretary of Energy to 
continue evaluating industry safety standards 
and readiness to respond to infrastructure fail-
ures. In performing these evaluations, I en-
courage the Secretary to investigate the utility 
of secured, meshed wireless networks. These 
meshed networks—multi-antenna, no-root 
meshed-radio systems—can provide contin-
uous monitoring and then alert operations per-
sonnel and first responders to leaks and dam-
age in real-time. They can be expanded as 
new operations are brought online and added 
to exploration vehicles like ships and trucks, 
improving communications potential in the crit-
ical first minutes after an incident. 

As the Secretary moves forward with his 
safety review and evaluations pursuant to the 
bill, I encourage the consideration of secured, 
meshed wireless networks as a possible 
means of ensuring both real-time monitoring of 
remote energy infrastructure and swift, seam-
less response and communication in the event 
of leaks or other critical failures. 

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SUNCOAST 
SEABIRD SANCTUARY 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the 40th anniversary of the 
Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary, the largest and 
most successful non-profit wild bird hospital in 
the United States. 

It is a privilege for me to represent the 
Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary in Indian Shores 
and to have seen firsthand the outstanding 
commitment of its staff that works to rehabili-
tate the more than 8,000 injured birds it ad-
mits each year. 

The Sanctuary was founded in 1971 by 
zoologist Ralph T. Heath and is staffed by 
highly trained individuals equipped with emer-
gency facilities, a surgical center, recovery 
areas, and an outdoor wild bird recuperation 
area. Admitting up to 159 different species per 
year, the Sanctuary is world renowned for its 
innovative rehabilitation techniques with over 
80 percent of its admitted birds successfully 
rehabilitated and released back into the wild. 

Over the years, the Sanctuary has also be-
come a cherished attraction to Central Florida 
visitors. Attracting over 100,000 visitors each 
year, the Sanctuary offers a unique environ-
ment for bird watching, and a tremendous op-
portunity for photographing wildlife on Florida’s 
beautiful Gulf Coast. Admission into the Sanc-
tuary has always been free, giving the general 
public a great opportunity to visit and learn 
about Florida’s wildlife. 

Mr. Speaker, through their hard work and 
dedication, the staff and volunteers of the 
Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary not only give 
back to Florida’s natural world, but also serve 
as a valued asset to our community. This 
weekend, many of the Sanctuary’s family and 
friends from the past 40 years will gather to 
celebrate the history and accomplishments of 
this valuable facility. It is my hope that my col-
leagues in the House will join me in saying 
thank you to all those who have been a part 
of the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary. 

f 

DORIS VIRGINIA TRACY TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Doris Virginia Tracy, a longtime resi-
dent of La Veta, Colorado. Mrs. Tracy was a 
distinguished World War Two-era pilot and 
loving wife and mother. 

From the earliest days of her childhood in 
Missouri, Doris dreamed of learning to fly. She 
took her first ride in a bi-plane at the age of 
nine, and decided to become an ‘‘aviatrix,’’ as 
female pilots were then known. After entering 
college with her sister Bernice, Doris was only 
the second girl to sign up for Civilian Pilot 
Training. After a long wait, as only one woman 
was allowed in the program for every nine 
men, she earned her license. 

In order to continue flying and serve her 
country during World War Two, she applied 
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with the Women’s Airforce Service Pilots 
(WASP), who flew military aircraft in support of 
the Army Air Forces. After seven months of 
training, she flew engineering flight tests, co- 
piloted B-24s, and flew administrative flights in 
C-45s at bases in Texas, Ohio, Mississippi, 
and Wyoming. 

After the WASP program disbanded, Doris 
moved to La Veta with her family to start a 
store. It was there she met Julian Tracy at a 
local dance. They were married in 1946 and 
raised two daughters together, Glenna Lee 
and Julie. In addition to running the store, she 
was active with the PTA, the Francisco Fort 
Museum, and the Eastern Star, and enjoyed 
searching the Colorado hills for artifacts. 

In March 2010, Doris was in attendance 
here in Washington as the WASP were pre-
sented with the Congressional Gold Medal for 
their service to the nation. She passed away 
at the age of ninety on July 29, 2010, and was 
survived by her daughters, five grandchildren, 
and three great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Doris Tracy. I rise today to salute this one-of- 
a-kind woman who is remembered for her 
smile, warmth, and patriotism. 

f 

ON THE WINGS OF LUKE 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I submit the fol-
lowing poem. 

ON THE WINGS OF LUKE 
All in . . . 
All in those most darkest hours of war . . . 
When, most precious life so lies before . . . 
All in that balance that which so insures . . . 
When, who lives or dies . . . 
‘Oh but to so see another sunrise . . . 
When, a loved one’s caress will so shower 

. . . 
Such faith and strength, in all of its great 

power . . . 
As their loved ones encouragement will so 

flower . . . 
Such strength and faith all in these hours 

. . . 
All in these precious moments which above 

all else so towers . . . 
With loved ones at their sides, as against all 

odds they so reach for the skies . . . 
Where, the beginning of hope and healing so 

lies! 
But, comes the very will to live or die! 
While, in the coming months and days . . . 
As into the year as do they . . . 
As upon bended knees so pray . . . 
As upon The Wings of Luke their loved ones 

arrive this day . . . 
From all across our Country Tis of Thee, 

come their loved ones all in tears to 
provide such relief . . . 

I open arms hope we now see! 
To provide the strength that they all need! 
For all of these great American families our 

hearts so bleed . . . 
Because, the one thing that which but means 

the most! 
I but when loved ones lie all in arms length 

so very close! 
Because hearts of love can lift such souls 

higher! 
To help win all of those battles, all in these 

times so dire . . . 
That in the end but mean the most . . . 
So On These Wings of Luke . . . 

We give these great America’s families what 
they need most . . . 

All in this battle, when recovery and death 
lies close . . . 

For a family’s love but means most! 
From on The Wings of Luke comes hope . . . 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. PETER 
FRIEDMAN 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I stand here 
today to express my gratitude to Dr. Peter 
Friedman who served as my Congressional 
Fellow this year. Pete served as my point per-
son on energy issues with the Energy and 
Water Appropriations Subcommittee and was 
responsible for all nuclear and defense related 
issues in my office. 

Pete’s background as chairman of an engi-
neering department, a naval officer, and engi-
neering background, provided me with unique 
technical knowledge of nuclear power and de-
fense issues. His expertise came to the fore-
front during the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear re-
actor accident. Pete provided me with data- 
driven, measured advice on the crisis which 
was both forward-looking and justifiable. It was 
an important year for nuclear energy and it 
was good to have Pete on my staff. 

In the appropriations process, Pete devel-
oped well-researched and insightful positions, 
which properly prioritized the spending on en-
ergy projects based on their potential impact. 
His astute political insights and his willingness 
and ability to learn the legislative process 
served me very well. 

I benefited greatly from Pete’s advice, 
knowledge and work ethic over the past year. 
I want to thank him, and commend him, for a 
job well done. I also want to thank his wife, 
Sylvia, and daughter, Helen, for allowing us to 
have Pete for the year. I know it wasn’t easy 
for them to have him away for such a long pe-
riod. I am sure they will be glad to have him 
back and that he will be glad to resume his 
position as Chairman of the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering at the University of 
Massachusetts, Dartmouth. 

Finally, I want to thank the American Soci-
ety of Mechanical Engineers for sponsoring 
Pete as a Congressional Fellow. At a time 
when the world is becoming increasingly tech-
nical and competitive, Congress benefits from 
the advice of experienced and educated ex-
perts. 

f 

URGING TURKEY TO SAFEGUARD 
ITS CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JANICE HAHN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 306 that the House 
passed earlier this week. 

Wherever we see repression, wherever we 
see atrocities being swept under the rug, we 
have a moral duty to speak out. Members of 
NATO are no exception. 

Today in Turkey, beautiful and historic Ar-
menian churches, monuments and mon-
asteries lie in ruins—broken not by the sands 
of time, but by desecration, theft and dyna-
mite. 

For too long, the U.S. has allowed Turkey to 
elude responsibility for the destruction of Ar-
menian churches. With this resolution, Con-
gress sends a stern message to Turkey’s 
Prime Minister, Recep Erdogan—the United 
States will not tolerate Turkish assaults on Ar-
menian heritage and religious freedom. 

The passage of House Resolution 306 ear-
lier this week was an important step towards 
justice for the Armenian people, but our work 
is unfinished. Until the U.S. and Turkey offi-
cially recognize the Armenian Genocide for 
what it was, I will continue to fight to correct 
the staggering injustice of soft-peddling the 
murder of 1.5 million men, women and chil-
dren. 

f 

HONORING DAVID MONTGOMERY 

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to note the passing of David Mont-
gomery, after a long and well-lived life. 

David Montgomery had many roles in his 
life: machinist, union activist, educator, author 
and, most importantly, father and husband. 

Dr. Montgomery came to my state of Con-
necticut in 1979, where he had a distinguished 
research, writing and teaching career. It was 
there that he wrote his most notable work, 
‘‘Fall of the House of Labor: The Workplace, 
the State and American Labor Activism, 1865– 
1925,’’ which was a Pulitzer Prize finalist in 
1989. 

More than an author though, Dr. Mont-
gomery was an activist who started his career 
not in academia, but on the shop floor. In the 
1950s, after graduating from college, he went 
to work as a machinist, where he began to or-
ganize workers to join the International Asso-
ciation of Machinists. He was black-listed and 
fired from his first job in Minneapolis as a re-
sult of his organizing efforts, as he was re-
peatedly throughout his career. Yet, instead of 
ceding his cause, he continued to fight for his 
values. He then made a remarkable transition: 
he earned his doctorate and began a career in 
teaching. Dr. Montgomery taught at several 
colleges, eventually becoming the Farnum 
Professor of History at Yale. 

But whatever job he had, he never stopped 
being an activist. Dr. Montgomery helped 
strengthen the resolve of workers and activists 
while teaching in New Haven. His research 
and teaching informed his students about the 
history of working people, and he inspired 
generations of students to study that history 
as they sought to change the nation. He knew 
that by valuing the dignity of work and recog-
nizing workers’ struggle for justice in their 
workplace and country, we could help build a 
more just society. 

A former student of his, Jennifer Klein, cap-
tured his essence when she said in a press 
account that Dr. Montgomery was not only 
‘‘the model of the scholar-activist but also the 
activist-scholar.’’ 
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My heartfelt condolences to Dr. Montgom-

ery’s wife, Martel, his sons Claude and Ed-
ward, his five grandchildren, his brother Daniel 
and sister Virginia. 

Dr. Montgomery led the kind of full and 
committed life to which all of us should aspire. 
He will be missed by all who were lucky 
enough to know him. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE CHINESE 
AMERICAN FILM FESTIVAL FOR 
CELEBRATING ITS 7TH YEAR 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate the Chinese American Film Fes-
tival, which was held in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, California, for celebrating its 7th 
successful year. 

This year, the opening ceremonies were 
held on October 27, 2011 at the Directors 
Guild of America in Los Angeles, and on Octo-
ber 30, 2011 at the Marina Theatre in San 
Francisco. With over 10 workshops and semi-
nars, and over 200 officially selected films that 
were screened in Hollywood, Los Angeles, 
and San Francisco, the Festival has once 
again demonstrated how effectively the Chi-
nese and American cultures can join together 
through the medium of film to create unique 
and outstanding work. 

Many of those in the Chinese industry have 
been recognized by the American film indus-
try, but for many others this was the first time 
these films had ever been screened in North 
America. The films chosen for the Festival 
were audiences’ favorites in the Chinese and 
American film markets. 

With the support of the Consulate General 
of China in Los Angeles, and the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America, the Chinese 
American Film Festival has become a grand 
annual event of cultural exchange and com-
munication between the two film industries. 

As one of the major annual cultural events 
in Hollywood, this festival demonstrates that 
creativity has no boundaries of race, color, 
language, or traditions. Through the window of 
film, people see each other, hear each other 
and understand each other. As described by 
James Su, Founder and current Chairman of 
the Festival, ‘‘The Chinese American Film 
Festival continues to showcase the dynamic 
power of creations it produces when East 
meets with West and when hands are joined 
together.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Mr. Su and the Chinese 
American Film Festival for another successful 
year and for showing tremendous dedication 
to cultural exchange while opening commu-
nication between the Chinese and American 
film industries. Welcome to California, and 
welcome to the United States. 

2010 CAFF Golden Angel Award Films: The 
Seal of Love; My Kingdom; Color Me Love; 72 
Heroes; Detective D; Always Be With You; An 
Eternal Lamb; Love You You; A Simple Life; 
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan. 

Best Documentary Film: The Day of Noah 2: 
Apocalypse. 

Best Independent Film: Dali. 
Best Asian American Film: Wedding Palace. 

Best Short Film: A Petal Onto the Sea. 
Best Children’s Feature Film: Close to Me. 
Charity Film: My Girlhood. 
Outstanding Chinese Culture Promoter: 

Dedication. 
Outstanding Chinese Film Promoter: Macau 

Film Association. 
Chinese Film Promoter Mayor Award: Xin 

Hua City Mayor. 
Outstanding Newcomer Actor: Joshua 

Hannum—Leading Actor of ‘‘Once Upon a 
Time in Tibet.’’ 

Outstanding Newcomer Actress: Zhou 
Yang—Leading Actress of ‘‘Love You You.’’ 

Outstanding Newcomer Director: Chen 
Miao—Director of ‘‘Son of the Stars.’’ 

Outstanding Newcomer Producer: Wang 
Bin, Yang Yue—The Producers of ‘‘Time Flies 
Soundlessly.’’ 

Best Actor of the Year: Wang Qianyuan— 
Leading Actor of ‘‘The Piano in a Factory.’’ 

Best Actress of the Year: Ni Ping—Leading 
Actress of ‘‘The Sun.’’ 

Best Director of the Year: Yang Yazhou— 
The Director of ‘‘The Sun.’’ 

Outstanding Achievement Award: Tang Guo 
Qiang. 

f 

CHIEF GERALD WHITMAN TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Chief Gerald Whitman of the Denver 
Police Department. Chief Whitman has served 
capably and honorably in this position for over 
eleven years. 

Chief Whitman’s distinguished career with 
the Department began in 1982. After excelling 
as a Patrol Officer, Field Training Officer, Ser-
geant, and Lieutenant, he was promoted to 
the rank of Captain in 1995. During this time 
he was responsible for the protection of the 
newly-formed District 6, including Capitol Hill 
and Downtown Denver. Three years later, he 
was again promoted to Division Chief of Pa-
trol, where he oversaw uniformed patrol oper-
ations. 

Mayor Wellington Webb named Gerald 
Whitman as Denver’s 68th Chief of Police in 
2000. Under his leadership, major crime rates 
have dropped despite an economic recession 
and fewer officers per capita on patrol. The 
Department has gained a reputation for inno-
vative ideas, the effective use of technology, 
and an emphasis on community and victim 
outreach. Its forensics lab and cold case unit 
have received wide acclaim, and serve as a 
model for departments nationwide. 

Gerry Whitman holds a Bachelors Degree in 
Law Enforcement Administration and a Mas-
ters in Criminal Justice from the University of 
Colorado at Denver. Despite having a longer 
tenure than any of his predecessors, he in-
tends to return to the rank of Captain after 
stepping down as Chief of Police. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Chief Gerald Whitman. I rise today to thank 
him for his continuing devotion to the City of 
Denver and its citizens. 

H.R. 1254 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 1254, the Synthetic Drug Control 
Act of 2011 because it will do little, if anything, 
to curb abuse of synthetic marijuana. It will, 
however, unnecessarily burden the criminal 
justice system and inhibit important scientific 
research on synthetic substances. It will also 
impose further unnecessary costs onto tax-
payers as the federal criminal code is ex-
panded. 

Evidence suggests that criminalizing sub-
stances, as this bill envisions, does not 
change demand or prevent health harms that 
stem from their use. The deaths and injuries 
that result from abuse of any substance and 
the destruction that drug abuse inflicts on our 
families and communities is heartbreaking. I 
support comprehensive drug education pro-
grams which promote clear information for 
children and adults about how to recognize 
drug abuse and the risk factors that promote 
it. It is important to recognize that drug abuse 
proliferates differently depending on the socio-
economic conditions that exist in a given com-
munity, which makes it all the more important 
for the federal government to assist state and 
local governments in addressing this public 
health problem. This bill does nothing to boost 
real public health and education awareness 
campaigns which must be a part of addressing 
substance abuse. 

Instead, H.R. 1254 would place a number of 
synthetic substances under Schedule I of the 
Controlled Substances Act. As Schedule I is 
the most restrictive, placing substances on it 
makes research on these substances vastly 
more difficult. Scientific researchers have 
warned Congress that this legislation will im-
pede research on treatments for a range of 
diseases and disorders, including Parkinson’s 
disease. In addition, the Drug Enforcement 
Agency already has the power to place sub-
stances on the Schedule I list. 

Finally, criminalization of another group of 
drugs will engender an expansion of the crimi-
nal justice regime. Our present system of 
criminal justice already places a far too large 
and disproportionate burden onto poor and mi-
nority communities. Marijuana arrests in the 
United States cost on average $10,000 per in-
dividual from arrest to adjudication, according 
to public policy researcher John B. Gettman at 
the George Mason University School of Public 
Policy. The prosecution and prison terms that 
will necessarily arise from enforcement of this 
bill will impose enormous costs on taxpayers 
at a time when resources are scant. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in opposing this legisla-
tion. 

f 

MASON PUNCHERS STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Mason Punchers football 
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team on an outstanding 2011 season. Yester-
day, the Punchers won the Class 1A, Division 
I Texas state championship and ended their 
season with a perfect record, 15–0. 

I want to congratulate the team on their 
dedication and hard work. It takes determina-
tion and focus to win a state championship, 
and the focus must be all the greater to do it 
on top of a perfect season. I applaud the per-
severance of the team. 

Coach Kade Burns, as well as all the young 
men on this team, deserves recognition for the 
accomplishment. The 15–0 season was all the 
greater considering this was Coach Burns’ first 
season as head coach at Mason. 

I know that many years from now, these 
young men from Mason will look back on this 
day with fond memories. I encourage them to 
enjoy this achievement to the utmost, as it is 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

It is my honor to represent the student and 
families Mason and their state championship 
football team. Again, I congratulate the Mason 
Punchers on a perfect season and a state 
championship! 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF JUDGE 
HOSEA T. ‘‘H.T.’’ LOCKARD 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Judge H.T. Lockard, born 
Hosea T. Lockard on June 24, 1920. Judge 
Lockard was a civil rights leader, hero and 
pioneer who fought alongside giants to bring 
racial equality to Memphis, Tennessee and the 
surrounding area. He grew up on a small farm 
near Henning, Tennessee before deciding to 
attend LeMoyne College in Memphis in 1940. 

Prior to completing his studies at LeMoyne 
College, Mr. Lockard chose to postpone his 
education to serve his country in the Army 
Medical Corps during World War II which in-
cluded three and half years in North Africa, 
Italy, France and Germany. After his discharge 
in 1945, he continued his studies at Sorbonne 
University in Paris before returning to 
LeMoyne where he attained his bachelor’s de-
gree in 1947. After finishing at LeMoyne, H.T. 
Lockard was not allowed to attend a Ten-
nessee law school due to segregation. 
Undeterred by challenges he faced in Ten-
nessee, he pursued his Juris Doctorate by at-
tending Lincoln University Law School in St. 
Louis, Missouri where he graduated in 1950. 
While in law school, H.T. Lockard observed 
that conditions for African-Americans in St. 
Louis were far better than those in Tennessee. 
After much debate, he made the tough deci-
sion to move back to Memphis where he 
began practicing law and working with the Na-
tional Association of the Advancement of Col-
ored People, NAACP, to improve race rela-
tions in Memphis. 

Mr. Lockard once recalled how at a NAACP 
meeting, the topics of police brutality and seg-
regation in public facilities were like music to 
his ears. He said, ‘‘. . . Good music, because 
that’s what I wanted to get involved in and 
help bring about the change . . . I was ready 
to roll up my sleeves and go and ready to 
tackle anything that needed to be tackled.’’ In 

1955, he assumed the presidency of the Mem-
phis Branch of the NAACP and served in that 
position until 1958. H.T. Lockard headed up 
their legal committee and contributed to na-
tional efforts. During this time, H.T. Lockard 
was joined by Russell Sugarmon, Vasco and 
Maxine Smith, Jesse Turner, Billy Kyles and 
the late Benjamin Hooks and A.W. Willis. To-
gether, these stalwarts of the civil rights move-
ment fought for and won many victories in-
cluding desegregating Memphis Street Rail-
way Co., public buildings, restaurants and the 
University of Memphis, formerly Memphis 
State University. 

H.T. Lockard broke significant barriers and 
paved the way for future African-American 
politicians in Memphis. In 1964, Mr. Lockard 
became the first African-American to hold 
elective office in Shelby County by being 
elected to the Shelby County Quarterly Court, 
now known as the County Commission. He 
then became active in local African-American 
political clubs and played a key role behind 
the scenes as an advisor on civil rights issues 
to President Lyndon B. Johnson. H.T. Lockard 
was appointed to serve as Administrative As-
sistant to Tennessee Governor Buford Elling-
ton from 1967–1971 thereby becoming the 
first African-American cabinet member in the 
State of Tennessee. In 1975, H.T. Lockard be-
came a Criminal Court judge and served until 
1994. 

Judge Lockard later served as a board 
member of the National Civil Rights Museum 
in Memphis from 1989–1999. He gave much 
of his time to the Memphis Charter Commis-
sion, a non-partisan group that reviewed the 
city Charter and made recommendations for 
changes to be presented to the citizens of 
Memphis through voter referendums. Mr. 
Lockard was awarded the Benjamin L. Hooks 
Award by the Memphis Bar Foundation in 
2010 in recognition of his lifelong commitment 
to social justice and his prominence on the na-
tional stage. 

Some of his closest colleagues and friends 
recounted his dedication to the civil rights 
movement while he was a lawyer and presi-
dent of the NAACP. The late Vasco Smith, a 
former Shelby County Commissioner, said 
‘‘. . . Lockard was pretty much the whole 
show. He did an outstanding job, and he prob-
ably laid the foundation for a lot of things that 
happened later on.’’ His wife, Maxine Smith, a 
former executive secretary of the Memphis 
Branch of the NAACP described him as the 
inner circle of the civil rights movement in 
Memphis. Former General Sessions Court 
Judge Russell Sugarmon commented on H.T. 
Lockard saying ‘‘When he put his mind to 
something, he was a plow. He dug in and dug 
in and wouldn’t let up . . . If Lockard was on 
the other side, you’d better be prepared.’’ 

Judge Lockard was an exceptional judge, 
leader and gentleman. I had the pleasure of 
meeting him in 1970 when he and I supported 
Senator Stan Snodgrass for Tennessee gov-
ernor. In addition to the legacy he leaves be-
hind, I will remember Judge Lockard for his 
service to the community and his dedication to 
the bench. As an admirer of classic cars, I will 
also remember his convertible Thunderbird. 

Judge Hosea T. ‘‘H.T.’’ Lockard passed 
away on December 12, 2011 at 91 years of 
age. He leaves to memory his wife of 49 
years, Ida Walker Lockard; three brothers, 
Emmitt Lockard, Albert Lockard Jr. and 
Lorenza Lockard; and one sister, Lydia Mor-

gan. Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues 
to join me in honoring the life of Judge H.T. 
Lockard. Judge H.T. Lockard will be remem-
bered by many. His was a life well lived. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SILVER CROSS 
HOSPITAL 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to congratulate Silver Cross Hos-
pital, which is located in my district, for ex-
panding its facilities to New Lenox, IL. In this 
new facility, the wonderful caregivers of Silver 
Cross will be better able to serve the many 
residents of Will County. Each and every day, 
healthcare professionals across the country 
provide life saving and sustaining help to 
those most in need. The professionals at Sil-
ver Cross exemplify the best qualities we have 
come to expect from our healthcare profes-
sionals. Their distinguished history provides a 
tremendous example for others to follow. 

I would like to highlight just a couple of their 
accolades as they continue construction of 
their new state-of-the-art 289-bed hospital. 
First, Silver Cross Hospital has been named a 
100 Top Hospital Award recipient for seven 
consecutive years by Thomson Reuters 
Healthcare, a leading provider of information 
and solutions to improve the quality and cost 
of healthcare. Only four hospitals in the nation 
have won the award for the last seven con-
secutive years. Secondly, new programs in-
cluding an enhanced partnership with Chil-
dren’s Memorial Hospital, Rehabilitation Insti-
tute of Chicago and University of Chicago 
Medical Center will bring new services to pa-
tients and improve the health of the commu-
nity. 

It is a true pleasure to represent Silver 
Cross Hospital. This new facility will allow the 
Silver Cross family to better fulfill their vision, 
which is ‘‘We, the Silver Cross Family, are 
committed to our culture of excellence, and 
will deliver an unrivaled healthcare experience 
for our patients, their families and the commu-
nity.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
JOHN SULLIVAN 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize John Sullivan on his retire-
ment after 40 years in public service, including 
38 with the Social Security Administration. 

John Sullivan began his career in public 
service in 1972 when he joined NASA as a 
Budget Specialist. Two years later, Mr. Sul-
livan transferred to the Social Security Admin-
istration, where he would spend the next 38 
years. Mr. Sullivan started in the Social Secu-
rity Administration as Mail Clerk, quickly rising 
through the ranks to positions including Claims 
Representative, Quality Review Specialist, Su-
pervisory Resident Representative, Branch 
Manager, Project Manager, and District Man-
ager. 
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Mr. Sullivan is an assiduous worker, and his 

professionalism, dedication, outstanding initia-
tive and resourcefulness have been recog-
nized on multiple occasions. He has been 
awarded more than 30 performance awards, 
including the Social Security Administration 
Regional Commissioners Citation, the Social 
Security Commissioner’s Team Award and 
Biltmore’s Who’s Who of American Empow-
ering Executives and Professionals. 

In addition to his tireless work with the So-
cial Security Administration, Mr. Sullivan is ac-
tively involved in his Church and local commu-
nity. He has served on the St. Anne’s Catholic 
Church Parish Council, as well as its Finance 
Council. Mr. Sullivan has also volunteered for 
more than 25 years with the Boy Scouts of 
America, where he is currently the Vice Presi-
dent of Programs Gulf Coast Council, and nu-
merous scouts in his troop, including three of 
his sons, have gone on to become Eagle 
Scouts. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress it is my honor to recognize Mr. John 
Sullivan for his dedicated career as a public 
servant and thank him for his service to North-
west Florida. My wife Vicki and I wish Mr. Sul-
livan, his wife Jennie, and his sons—Richard, 
John, Matthew, Michael and Taylor—all the 
best. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, due to the 
death of a close friend, I was absent from the 
House on Thursday, December 15th and Fri-
day, December 16th. Had I been present, I 
would have recorded the following votes: 

Rollcall 933—aye; 
Rollcall 934—aye; 
Rollcall 935—aye; 
Rollcall 936—aye; 
Rollcall 937—aye; 
Rollcall 938—aye; 
Rollcall 939—aye; 
Rollcall 940—aye; 
Rollcall 941—aye; 
Rollcall 942—aye; 
Rollcall 943—no. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, due to a per-
sonal family matter on December 15, 2011, I 
was absent from votes. As such, I am submit-
ting these remarks to indicate how I would 
have voted if I were here: I would have voted 
No on the Journal Vote, and Yes on H.R. 886, 
H.R. 2719, and H.R. 443. 

RECOGNIZING THE WEST SPRING-
FIELD DANCE TEAM ON THEIR 
TREMENDOUS ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the West Springfield 
Dance Team for their incredible run on the na-
tionally televised show, ‘‘America’s Got Tal-
ent’’. The West Springfield Dance Team pro-
gressed to the semi-finals with their profes-
sional grade choreography, distinct style, and 
superb dancing talents. 

Under the tutelage of their coaches, re-
nowned choreographers Tara Perez and 
Jason King, and with the full support of the 
West Springfield High School community, in-
cluding principal Mark Greenfelder and Direc-
tor of Student Activities Andy Muir, the West 
Springfield Dance Team has received numer-
ous awards and recognitions including back- 
to-back Championship titles from the National 
Dance Alliance, including the ‘‘Innovative Cho-
reography’’ and ‘‘Best in Category’’ awards. 
West Springfield Dance Team has distin-
guished itself as the dominant team in local 
and national competitive dance, and it is now 
a national celebrity for its run on ‘‘America’s 
Got Talent’’ and a recent appearance on ‘‘The 
View’’ Halloween episode. 

Their eye-popping performances were a de-
light to watch, and these young people served 
as tremendous ambassadors not only on be-
half of their dance team, but also their school, 
their families and our community. They and 
their families should be proud of these accom-
plishments. I know we are, and I want to con-
gratulate the following members of the West 
Springfield Dance Team for their many suc-
cesses in the area of competitive dance, their 
achievements on ‘‘America’s Got Talent’’, and 
recent appearance on ‘‘The View’’: 

WS Dance Team 2010–2011 (performers on 
‘‘America’s Got Talent’’): Chelsea Kopf and 
Julian Asuncion 

WS Dance Team 2010–2011 and 2011– 
2012 (performers on ‘‘America’s Got Talent’’, 
and ‘‘The View’’): Emily Barnes, Dori Shapiro, 
Katie Lee, Riley O’Rourke, Nicole Mobley, 
Breezy Thompson, Sarah Thompson, Kristen 
Toler, Natalie Wawrzeniak, Jordan Penrod, 
Hannah Ernst, Jordan Dey, Nicky Ditnoy, and 
May Ditnoy 

WS Dance Team 2011–2012 (performers on 
‘‘The View’’): Ellen Abood, Madeline Diez, Vic-
toria Diez, Brianna Burns, Lauren Rader, 
Danny Lora, and Collin Hensley 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating the West Springfield 
Dance Team on their many accomplishments 
and awards and for making it into the semi- 
finals of ‘‘America’s Got Talent.’’ I thank the 
team’s coaches, Tara Perez and Jason King, 
Principal Mark Greenfelder, Director of Stu-
dent Activities Andy Muir, and the entire West 
Springfield High School community for their ro-
bust support of these exceptional students. 

TRIBUTE TO U.S. HOUSE SER-
GEANT AT ARMS WILSON ‘‘BILL’’ 
LIVINGOOD 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to a man who may not be a household 
name in most American towns and cities but 
who, over the past two decades, has become 
an integral part of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, the Honorable Wilson ‘‘Bill’’ 
Livingood, our outstanding Sergeant at Arms, 
who will be retiring next month. 

Known around the Capitol as the ‘‘protector’’ 
and ‘‘keeper of the House,’’ Bill Livingood has 
etched his name in the history books for serv-
ing the third longest term as Sergeant at Arms 
of the U.S. House of Representatives. To 
most Americans, he is the man—and the 
voice—who for 15 seconds every year an-
nounces at the beginning of the annual State 
of the Union address, ‘‘Mr. Speaker, The 
President of the United States.’’ 

Bill was first sworn in as House Sergeant at 
Arms by Speaker Newt Gingrich on January 4, 
1995. He is only the thirty-sixth person to hold 
this post since the House of Representatives 
first met in New York City in 1789. 

Bill Livingood’s remarkable record of public 
service is even more noteworthy because of 
the unique experience he brought to the posi-
tion. He was the first House Sergeant at Arms 
to possess considerable expertise in law en-
forcement, an asset that has served the 
House well during his tenure. 

Prior to his appointment, he was Senior Ad-
visor to the Director of the U.S. Secret Service 
from 1989 to 1995, and a Special Agent with 
the Secret Service for a total of 33 years. His 
background includes service on then-Vice 
President Lyndon Johnson’s security detail, as 
well as spending more than a decade aboard 
Air Force One. 

As an elected officer of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Sergeant at Arms is the chief 
law enforcement and protocol officer of the 
body, and is responsible for maintaining order 
on the House side of the United States Capitol 
complex. 

The Sergeant at Arms reviews and imple-
ments all issues relating to the safety and se-
curity of Members of Congress and the Capitol 
complex. The Sergeant at Arms also coordi-
nates extensively with the U.S. Capitol Police 
and various intelligence agencies to assess 
threats against Members of Congress and the 
Capitol complex. 

Every visitor to the U.S. Capitol, whether it 
be the President of the United States, a for-
eign head of state or one of our youngest citi-
zens, can roam safely around the vast Capitol 
complex because of Bill Livingood’s profes-
sionalism, his dedication to duty and his con-
siderable experience. 

When this most recent chapter of American 
history is written, it will be noted that Bill 
served the House during some of the most 
challenging times in its history, including the 
1998 shootings of two U.S. Capitol Police offi-
cers, the 9/11 attacks on our country, as well 
as the anthrax threats to Congress that came 
in the wake of the 2001 terror attacks. Make 
no mistake, House security has undergone 
significant improvements over the last decade 
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and Bill Livingood’s contributions are evident 
in what is, today, a much safer environment 
for lawmakers, staff and the public here on 
Capitol Hill. 

As an added tribute to his good stewardship 
of this important job, Bill served under four 
speakers, both Democrat and Republican, 
starting with Speaker Gingrich, then Speaker 
Dennis Hastert, Speaker NANCY PELOSI and 
our current Speaker, JOHN BOEHNER. He and 
his office have been completely above re-
proach and non-partisan. To say that Bill 
Livingood is a consummate professional with a 
sterling reputation for honesty, integrity and 
class would be a fair way of describing the re-
spect every Member of this House has for Bill. 

Mr. Speaker, we are all indebted to Bill 
Livingood’s stewardship and watchful eye over 
this historic chamber. As he prepares to leave 
the House in the coming weeks, I join my col-
leagues and the American people in offering 
him a hearty ‘‘job well done’’ and wish him all 
the best in his well-deserved retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE HILLSBOROUGH 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR 
ITS TRIBUTE TO OUR FALLEN 
HEROES 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Hillsborough County Sheriff David Gee 
for his efforts to honor fallen military heroes 
from the Tampa Bay area. At the direction of 
Sheriff Gee, the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 
Office has instituted a program to conduct 
honor escorts for every fallen hero from 
Tampa Bay who returns to Hillsborough Coun-
ty. To date, Sheriff Gee and the Hillsborough 
County Sheriffs have conducted 12 honor es-
corts for fallen heroes since the escorts were 
implemented in 2009. While that is 12 honor 
escorts too many, I am proud to represent a 
community with an institution as respectful and 
dignified as the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

At the direction of Sheriff Gee, and with the 
permission of the fallen hero’s family, any fall-
en hero that arrives in Hillsborough County is 
escorted to any destination. These escorts in-
volve multiple motorcycle deputies, patrol 
cruisers, and other Sheriff’s vehicles, including 
members of the Sheriff’s aviation unit, as the 
hearse and the family’s vehicles are led 
through the county. Each family is given a 
copy of a DVD and photo album commemo-
rating the escort to help them heal, remember, 
and recall that their loved one was a real 
American hero. 

Many of us recall the unfortunate response 
that many of our veterans received upon their 
return from Vietnam. One of the great lessons 
of that tragedy was to always remember the 
sacrifices of the service member. As Vice- 
Chairman of the House Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, I constantly find myself in awe 
of the sacrifices and efforts that have been 
made on behalf of our great country by the 
men and women who have worn the uniform 
of our Armed Services. Regardless of the poli-
tics of the conflicts that our country has en-
gaged in over the course of the last decade, 
I am proud of and appreciative of the efforts 

that Sheriff Gee and the Hillsborough County 
Sheriff’s Office have taken to honor and re-
spect our fallen heroes. Mr. Speaker, I salute 
the efforts of not only our brave men and 
women in uniform, but also that of Sheriff Gee 
and the Hillsborough County Sheriffs to honor 
their brothers and sisters in arms and to pro-
tect the safety and security of the citizens of 
Hillsborough County. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. PIERRE 
BEJJANI 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Mr. Pierre Bejjani, the president of 
the Northeast Ohio Lebanese American Asso-
ciation, NOLAA, as he is honored by the 
American Nationalities Movement. 

Mr. Bejjani was born in Lebanon and immi-
grated to Cleveland, Ohio 1981. He attended 
The Ohio State University where he earned a 
degree in civil engineering. He returned to 
Cleveland after graduating and began working 
as a construction manager. Mr. Bejjani started 
his own business in 1991. Today, he serves 
as the managing director/executive editor of 
Profile News Ohio and is the senior partner for 
Diversity Advertising Agency. 

Mr. Bejjani has served the Cleveland com-
munity since the mid-1990s. He organized the 
first Annual Lebanon Day on November 22, 
2011. He currently serves as the president 
NOLAA and vice president of the Cleveland 
American Middle East Organization. He is also 
on the boards of Worldwide Intercultural Net-
work of Cleveland, Global Cleveland Initiative 
and the Recruiting Battalion of Northern Ohio. 

As a result of his dedication to the commu-
nity, Mr. Bejjani has been received numerous 
awards. He received NOLAA’s Community 
Recognition Award in 2009. In 2010 he was 
the recipient of the Census 2010 Partnership 
Award. Mr. Bejjani was also recognized for his 
work on the U.S. Army Strength in Diversity 
Program in April, 2011. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognizing the life and achievements of Mr. 
Pierre Bejjani and congratulating him on being 
this year’s American Nationalities Movement’s 
honoree. 

f 

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF RICK 
CASE AUTOMOTIVE 

HON. ALLEN B. WEST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. WEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize my friend and constituent, Rick Case, 
who will be celebrating the 50th Anniversary of 
Rick Case automotive in early 2012. 

Rick discovered his true passion at an early 
age, selling used cars in high school from the 
front yard of his family home in Akron, Ohio. 
In 1962, he opened his first dealership, Moxie 
Motors, in Akron, followed by Sharp Used 
Cars in Barberton, Ohio in 1963. 

Rick Case is as excited today about his 
business as he was 50 years ago and aggres-

sively seeks opportunities to grow the Rick 
Case Auto Group which currently encom-
passes 15 dealerships in Ohio, Georgia and 
Florida and employs more than 900 people. 

Recognized as leaders in the auto industry, 
Rick and Rita Case have received numerous 
awards; including National Dealers of the Year 
by USA Today, Time and Sports Illustrated 
magazines, the American International Auto-
mobile Dealers Association and the National 
Automobile Dealer Association. Most recently 
Rick and Rita Case were the 2011 recipients 
of the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur Of The 
Year Award. Additionally, in 2012, they also 
became the first couple to ever win the Amer-
ican International Automobile Dealers Associa-
tion David F. Mungenast National Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

Beyond running a successful business, Rick 
and Rita Case founded the Rick Case ‘‘Bikes 
for Kids’’ program in 1962 and have collected 
and donated more than 100-thousand bicycles 
to children in need in their community. 

As Rick celebrates this incredible milestone, 
I am proud to support him here on the floor of 
the House of Representatives, and am hon-
ored to call him a friend. 

f 

POVERTY AND THE HALF IN TEN 
CAMPAIGN 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, at this 
holiday season, it is proper for us to pause 
and consider the major threat that poverty 
poses to our nation, and how the path we take 
to address that challenge will determine 
whether we succeed in improving America’s 
long-term social, economic, and moral well- 
being. 

Income inequality has risen sharply over the 
past 30 years. Since 1979, the gap in after-tax 
income between the wealthiest one percent 
and middle- and low-income quintiles has 
more than tripled. Adjusted gross income for 
working-class families has seen the least 
growth, and the economic collapse of 2008 
put many out of work. 

Last year, 49 million Americans—including 
almost 17 million children—lived in poverty. 
One in four children in America is considered 
‘‘food insecure,’’ sometimes going to bed hun-
gry. That number is unconscionable. But pov-
erty is not just a statistic—it impacts our fami-
lies, neighbors, and communities in many 
ways. 

Shirley G. is a Social Security beneficiary in 
Harwood Heights, Illinois, who suffers from se-
vere asthma, diabetes, high cholesterol and 
high blood pressure. On September 1, she 
learned that due to state budget shortfalls, she 
would have to pay out-of-pocket for her medi-
cations. Shirley elected to pay her basic health 
insurance, rent, gas, electric and telephone 
bills and NOT buy food. She signed up for a 
‘‘meals on wheels’’ program to provide her 
with one meal per day and relies on a local 
food pantry for her remaining food needs. She 
was also forced to ration her medication. The 
unpredictability of food and medicine has 
wreaked havoc on her health and she cannot 
stabilize her asthma or diabetes. 

Jack K. worked for decades as a taxi cab 
driver, but retired with very little wealth. He 
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now lives in subsidized housing and depends 
on soup kitchens and food pantries to stave 
off hunger. 

Yesterday I met with two outstanding young 
people—Starnica Rodgers and Brandon 
Dunlap—who have struggled with homeless-
ness their whole lives. During high school, 
both were what is called ‘‘unaccompanied 
homeless youth,’’ meaning they were under-
age and without a home. 

Against those odds, both Starnica and Bran-
don are now thriving. Starnica is enrolled in 
college and is an expectant mother. Brandon 
is a college graduate with a good job and a 
bright future. Both are incredible success sto-
ries, but they are the exception to the rule— 
particularly in today’s economy. More common 
are the homeless to whom I passed out sand-
wiches on a recent cold Chicago night, work-
ing with the Night Ministry. 

Too many Americans born in poverty don’t 
have the tools to escape it. And too many for-
merly middle-class Americans are falling into 
poverty. We must promote and protect afford-
able housing, nutrition assistance, good 
schools, and other services to enable every-
one to have a chance at the American Dream. 

We have a responsibility to reduce poverty 
so that no one has to make the choice be-
tween medication and heat, and so that every 
child has a place to call home and food to eat. 
We owe it to our constituents and our country 
to buffer existing social safety net programs so 
that Shirley, Jack, Starnica and Brandon can 
keep a roof over their heads and put food in 
their stomachs. 

I am troubled with the vitriol that many pub-
lic figures have directed at those struggling 
with poverty and at the programs that give 
them a chance to thrive. This is a time when 
all Americans need to help one another suc-
ceed. 

The Half in Ten Campaign has set an ambi-
tious but achievable goal of cutting poverty in 
half in ten years. I am an original cosponsor 
of Congresswoman BARBARA LEE’s Half in Ten 
Act, which would strengthen anti-poverty initia-
tives by creating a national plan to meet the 
goal of reducing poverty by 50 percent, elimi-
nating extreme poverty, and eliminating child 
poverty over the next decade. 

This task will be difficult. It will require an 
honest assessment of the successes and fail-
ures of our social safety net programs, and 
make recommendations on how to improve 
the effectiveness of those programs. It will 
also seek solutions to the causes of poverty; 
income inequality, economic instability, lack of 
living wages, and lack of investment in low-in-
come communities. 

Poverty touches every community in Amer-
ica, and we should be able to formulate a ro-
bust, bipartisan solution to the crisis. I thank 
Congresswoman LEE for her leadership on this 
issue, and I urge my colleagues to come to-
gether in support of the Half in Ten Act. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1540, 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2011 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, 
some have raised concerns about potential 

ambiguities in section 2207 of the FY2012 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act and I wanted 
to provide clarification on some of these mat-
ters. It was asked whether section 2207 re-
stricts the obligation of funds for contract 
modifications to ongoing projects or awarding 
minor supporting contracts required to com-
plete projects that have already begun. First, 
it is not the intent of the bill to restrict the De-
partment of Defense from modifying current 
contracts or awarding required ancillary con-
tracts in support of active projects because 
those prior-year funds have already been obli-
gated and therefore are not subject to the re-
strictions set forth in section 2207. We under-
stand that minor additional obligations may be 
required to complete those previously author-
ized projects, and we do not object to such 
minor obligations as long as they are within 
the scope of the original authorizations. 

Others have asked me, can the Department 
of Defense use any funding to continue plan-
ning and program management activities or 
begin new studies that will help inform or de-
velop any of the five requirements that are 
outlined in section 2207 that must be met be-
fore further funds are obligated? The language 
in section 2207 is not indented to restrict the 
Department of Defense’s ability to use prior- 
year funding to conduct program management 
activities, planning and further studies or com-
plete ongoing studies that will better inform or 
allow the Department to complete work on the 
five requirements that are called out in section 
2207 of this bill. This provision is not intended 
to stop the military buildup, but there are 
questions that remain outstanding. 

I am committed to working with the 
Gentlelady from Guam to continue to address 
these issues regarding the stationing of Ma-
rine Corps forces on Guam. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. WILLIAM 
MOBLEY 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Dr. William C. Mobley, Distinguished 
Professor and Chair of the Department of 
Neurosciences at the University of California 
San Diego. On December 8th, Dr. Mobley was 
awarded the International Sisley-Jerome 
Lejeune Prize, in Paris, France, for his thera-
peutic research on Genetic Intellectual Disabil-
ities. 

Dr. Mobley’s many contributions in the field 
of Down Syndrome have been truly valued in 
the special needs community. His research to 
identify causes of neurodegenerative disorders 
has brought new optimism to those afflicted 
with diseases from Alzheimer’s to Down Syn-
drome. 

As the parent of a child with Down Syn-
drome, I understand first-hand the daily chal-
lenges that families are facing. We are the 
beneficiaries of Dr. Mobley’s important re-
search and future generations will be enabled 
as a result. 

Dr. Mobley has used his expertise to serve 
this Congress. As the expert advisor for the 
Congressional Down Syndrome Caucus, Dr. 
Mobley has educated Members of Congress 
on this important issue, raising public aware-
ness while advancing critical research. 

This award is a well deserved recognition of 
his life’s work to eradicate debilitative neuro-
logical diseases and disorders. I applaud Dr. 
Mobley on his outstanding commitment to this 
vital research and look forward to a continuing 
partnership. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues will join 
me in congratulating Dr. Mobley. Because of 
his efforts, I know that those with Down Syn-
drome, and their families, will see easier days 
ahead. With Dr. Mobley’s work, we will one 
day see a world free of these devastating neu-
rological disorders. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JANICE ‘‘TEKO’’ 
WISEMAN 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to offer 
this tribute to Janice ‘‘Teko’’ Wiseman, a na-
tive of Mobile, AL, who recently passed away 
at the age of 83. She spent her life in active 
service to her community and her family. 

Married for 62 years, Teko and her hus-
band, Dr. Hollis Wiseman, originally met as 
high school sweethearts. 

During the 1960’s—a decade of turmoil in 
Alabama—Teko and Hollis set an example of 
courage and commitment to justice and the 
city they loved by founding ABLE (Alabamians 
Behind Local Education), an organization to 
help peacefully integrate the Mobile County 
schools. Although opposed by some political 
leaders at the time, the Wisemans stood fast 
and eventually saw their goals realized. Their 
efforts received international attention on a 
Voice of America broadcast. 

In 1983, Teko helped found Keep Mobile 
Beautiful and worked as its coordinator for ten 
years. Her energy and creativity resulted in a 
beautification competition called No More Eye-
sore, which engaged residents from school-
children to bank presidents to clean up and 
beautify the ugliest eyesores around town. 
Other projects included planting the intersec-
tion of I–65 and I–10 and landscaping the en-
trance to Bankhead Tunnel. Her impact on the 
city is visible to this day. 

When they retired twenty years ago, Teko 
and Hollis moved to Fairhope, Alabama. 
There, Hollis, who had built the University of 
South Alabama Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
named in his honor, became president of the 
Fairhope Library Board and spearheaded the 
drive to raise approximately seven million dol-
lars to build the current state of the art library. 

Meanwhile, Teko Wiseman turned her atten-
tion to the lack of sidewalks along the Bay and 
conceived a project to building a hike/bike trail 
beginning at the Battleship on the Causeway 
and extending along the Eastern Shore to 
Weeks Bay. The organization she founded in 
1995 to realize this dream, the Eastern Shore 
Trailblazers, has raised over $6.5 million 
through private donations and grants. The 32 
mile trail is only two miles short of completion. 

Mr. Speaker, Teko was a treasure to South 
Alabama and her loss is one that is shared by 
our entire community. 

I offer my heartfelt condolences to her hus-
band, Hollis; her sister, Merrellyn Miller; their 
six children, Holly Wiseman, Merrell Wiseman, 
Valery De Laney, Carole Norden, Jay 
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Wiseman, and David Wiseman; and their six 
grandchildren and many friends. You are all in 
our thoughts and prayers. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. DAVID 
DAWSON 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Mr. David Dawson as he retires 
after 40 years of service at the Legal Aid Soci-
ety of Cleveland. 

Legal Aid Society of Cleveland is a law firm 
for low-income individuals and provides serv-
ices in the areas of consumer rights, domestic 
violence, education, employment, family law, 
health, housing, foreclosure, immigration, pub-
lic benefits, utilities and tax. It was founded as 
a nonprofit in 1905 and until 1966 operated 
primarily with volunteers. In 1966, staff attor-
neys were hired and today there are 53 attor-
neys, 40 staff members and more than 1800 
volunteers that serve Cleveland’s low-income 
individuals. Legal Aid’s mission is to secure 
justice and resolve fundamental problems for 
those who are low income and otherwise vul-
nerable by providing high quality legal services 
and working for systemic solutions. 

Mr. Dawson attended Kenyon College 
where he received a degree in English in 
1964. He earned his Juris Doctor in 1971 from 
Vanderbilt University. He bravely served with 
the United States Navy between 1964 and 
1967. He began working at the Legal Aid So-
ciety of Cleveland in 1971 as a staff attorney 
in the Hough Neighborhood Office. Through-
out the past 40 years Mr. Dawson has also 
served as an Attorney in Charge, the Civil Di-
rector, and today serves as the Deputy Direc-
tor for the Main Office and Interim Managing 
Attorney for the Lorain County Office. 

Because of his dedication to serving the 
people of Cleveland and vast expertise in pov-
erty law, Mr. Dawson was honored by the 
Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation in 2010. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in congratulating Mr. David Dawson as he re-
tires after 40 years of dedicated service to the 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland. 

f 

HONORING ARMY SPECIALIST 
CHRISTOPHER KURTZ 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a true American hero, Army Specialist 
Christopher Kurtz of the 1st Platoon, Apache 
Troop, 1st Squadron, 75th Cavalry Regiment, 
2nd Brigade Combat Team of the 101st Air-
borne Division. This month marks the one 
year anniversary of an IED blast that nearly 
took his life and left him without his legs and 
took from him part of his hand. 

As a Lieutenant Colonel in the Ohio Army 
National Guard, I have had the honor and 
privilege of witnessing firsthand the heroism, 
selflessness, and dedication of those who 
serve in our military. We enjoy unparalleled 

freedom and opportunity in this country, be-
cause brave Americans like Christopher Kurtz 
have dedicated their entire lives to building 
and preserving the United States as the great-
est nation on earth. I truly am grateful for this 
opportunity to pay tribute to Christopher Kurtz. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that this poem penned in 
his honor by Albert Caswell be placed in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
In. . . . 
All In That Fight! 
Are but all of those courageous brave hearts, 

who must bring their light! 
Whose most magnificent hearts, must some-

how reach upward but to the greatest 
heights! 

Who are all Airborne, with but their fine 
hearts so worn . . . 

Who so courageously must ignite! 
While, moving all out there into that dark-

ness of war. . . . 
Armed, but only with their most courageous 

of all lights to victory to insure! 
To So Find That Courage . . . To So Find 

That Faith. . . . 
All in how their fine hearts have so be-

haved. . . . 
All with such Strength In Honor, so all in 

place. . . . 
To so win that battle, to so win that fight! 
As from out of such darkness, they so bring 

their light! 
While, one and all are so willing to face! 
That Face of Death! 
And not so ask why, while there all of their 

fine hearts so crest! 
Armed but with only your saw gun in hand, 

as Chris you so heroically went out 
ahead. . . . 

As was heard your most courageous battle 
cry, all in your stead! 

As from out of such darkness as said! 
As from out of all of your heartache, as your 

great heart so led. . . . 
With such courage and faith, all in this your 

most amazing grace. . . . 
Excepting this fight! 
Because, from hearts of courage full like 

yours, 
America’s Sons over darkness have so shown 

their might! 
Because with only such fine men as you 

Christopher, will we so win that fight! 
As on that day, when you so walked through 

that valley death. . . . 
Armed with but only your courage as so left, 

as with your Brothers In Arms as you 
had all so pledged! 

When, a bomb almost left you for dead! 
While, lying there all between life and death! 
As you had so died several times, as when 

you said the Lord came to you and so 
said! 

So said, ‘‘don’t give up, I have more work for 
you to do!’’ 

As from that moment on, you began your 
new fight as onward you so moved! 

So on that next morning as you so awoke, so 
close to death. . . . 

As in that moment, your fine heart so 
spoke. . . . 

So spoke to you about all what you had so 
left! 

As into the future, with all of your courage 
our nation would so bless! 

As you had lost your two strong legs, and 
part of your hand. . . . 

But, somehow your great heart still found 
the strength to stand! 

As we so watched you Chris, so watched you 
grow. . . . 

As you so came back from the dead, and all 
of that pain and woe! 

As what a fine work of art, your life to our 
world would show! 

To So Teach Us All! To So Beseech Us All! 

As it was you who so led! 
To take us to higher places, with tears upon 

our faces. . . . with but your heart so 
pledged! 

To places where only hearts of courage, have 
so sped! 

For you will walk again my son, and you will 
so run! 

As you rebuild your life, America’s most 
brilliant of all sons! 

For from what you’ve lost. . . . far much 
more you’ve gained! 

But, with your iron will, the price you 
paid. . . . 

With your beautiful children and wonderful 
wife! 

Oh yes you are now so winning that fight! 
For heroes like you are put upon this earth, 

to so teach us all what so comes first! 
And if ever I have a son, I wish he could but 

be as brilliant as you this one! 
Who All In The Fight, so did what must be 

done! 
And led with his heart of honor, upon battle-

fields so on! 
And came back home, through all of this 

pain and heartache. . . . as Thy Will 
Be Done! 

Who has taught us even greater things, 
showing us all to what new heights 
hearts can run! 

And one day for all of your sacrifice, you will 
shine. . . . all up in Heaven’s sun! 

For up in Heaven, you need not arms or legs! 
And that’s where Christopher you are going 

one day! 
All for what you gave! And what you’ve 

done! 
But your life here on earth, is not finished! 
Is not so done, because our Lord has more 

work for you my son! 
All In That Fight! 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE PHOEBUS 
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to rise, on behalf of Congressman 
ROB WITTMAN, Congressman SCOTT RIGELL, 
and myself, to call attention to a group of 
young students from Hampton, Virginia, who 
have, for the fourth year in a row, distin-
guished themselves, their school, their com-
munity and the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

The Phoebus High School Phantoms foot-
ball team had a remarkable season. On De-
cember 10, Coach Stan Sexton and the Phan-
toms won their fourth consecutive Virginia 
state football championship, defeating South 
County High School of Lorton 20–10 at Scott 
Stadium in Charlottesville, Virginia. 

After overcoming injuries to finish 8–2, 
Phoebus High entered the postseason tour-
nament as the number three seed. Led by 
Coach Stan Sexton, after a series of close 
games, including a come from behind fourth 
quarter win in the regional semifinals, and a 
27–26 win in the state semifinals, Phoebus 
High entered the state championship game. 

To cap what Coach Sexton could only call 
‘‘an unusual season,’’ Phoebus High turned to 
their defense to bring home a championship. 
The Phantoms forced five turnovers over the 
course of the game on their way to a 20–10 
win, and another state championship. The 
Phantom’s excellence in football is char-
acteristic of the quality of athletics on the 
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Lower Peninsula area of Virginia. Phoebus 
High School’s championship this year marked 
the 13th time in the last fifteen years that a 
Peninsula District team has won a state title in 
football. 

Although very accomplished in football, 
Phoebus High’s legacy of excellence is not 
limited to the field of athletics. Under the Di-
rection of Principal Robert Johnson, the Phoe-
bus faculty seeks to inspire all students to 
strive for excellence and achievement in the 
classroom, in their extracurricular activities 
and in their communities. 

Phoebus has two innovative programs 
aimed at expanding the learning experience 
outside of the traditional classroom. One of 
them involves courses that prepare students 
for careers in technology. As host of the 
Hampton School Division’s Information Design 
and Engineering Academy (IDEA), Phoebus 
offers magnet career classes in pre-engineer-
ing, design and information technology, and 
media technology and design. These courses 
provide the students a foundation to prepare 
for college classes and jobs in the technology 
sector. Phoebus is also home to the Blue 
Phantom Inn, a student-run restaurant that 
gives students an opportunity to develop their 
culinary arts skills. The restaurant program 
was nationally recognized in Southern Living 
magazine. 

So we would like to extend our enthusiastic 
congratulations to Coach Stan Sexton, his 
coaching staff, the players on the Phoebus 
High School Phantoms and to all of Phoebus 
High School students, families, friends and 
fans, for their continued dedication to excel-
lence in winning the Group AAA Division 5 Vir-
ginia High School League state football cham-
pions of 2011. 

f 

ENDING AMERICA’S WAR IN IRAQ 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, President 
Obama deserves tremendous credit for ending 
America’s war in Iraq, honoring his commit-
ment to bring all U.S. troops home by the end 
of 2011. As commander-in-chief he has al-
ways set the appropriate course of action in 
Iraq while always honoring the service and 
sacrifice of our troops and our military families. 

The Iraq War has been a tragedy for far too 
many American and Iraqi families. The human 
costs of this war—in deaths, suffering, and 
permanent loss—cannot be calculated. U.S. 
troops served and fought with a profound 
sense of duty to our country. For this, all 
Americans should be grateful. The family 
members and loved ones of our brave troops 
also endured tremendous sacrifices that can 
never be repaid. Those selfless Americans 
who sacrificed their lives and bodies in service 
to our country, must always be remember 
them and Congress must always fulfill the 
promises it has made to our veterans and 
their families. 

At home we cannot ignore the war’s other 
costs. The Iraq War directly added $800 billion 
to the nation’s debt—a bill that will be paid by 
our children and grandchildren. Meeting the 
long-term health care needs of Iraq war vet-
erans will require hundreds of billions more for 

decades to come and that’s an obligation Con-
gress must never balk at paying. 

Over the past nine years, my opposition to 
this war has been well known. Iraq was a war 
of political choice, not strategic necessity. 
While Iraq is no longer ruled by a dictator, the 
human price the Iraqi people paid in death, 
destruction, violence, and misery casts a very 
dark shadow over their country’s future. 

In the final analysis, America’s war in Iraq 
was a strategic and human tragedy that must 
never be repeated. Now, as armchair generals 
in their disgraced neo-conservative pinstripes 
plot a new misadventure, this time with Iran, 
the American people must not be deceived, 
not be driven by fear, and not yield to another 
expensive and painful war of choice. 

Mr. Speaker, I request the attached New 
York Times editorial regarding the end of 
America’s war in Iraq entitled ‘‘A Formal End’’ 
be included. 

[From the New York Times, Dec. 15, 2011] 
A FORMAL END 

It is a relief that the American role in the 
misguided Iraq war is finally over. It came to 
an official close on Thursday with an appro-
priately subdued ceremony in Baghdad. We 
mourn the nearly 4,500 American troops and 
tens of thousands of Iraqis who lost their 
lives. 

After so much pain and sacrifice, Iraqis 
now have the responsibility for making their 
own better future. The fighting is not over, 
and success is still a long shot. The United 
States has a major role to play: encouraging, 
supporting and goading Iraq’s leaders to 
make the long-delayed political com-
promises that are their only hope for build-
ing a stable democracy. 

The fact that Saddam Hussein is gone is a 
genuine cause for celebration. But the list of 
errors and horrors in this war is inexcusably 
long, starting with a rush to invasion based 
on manipulated intelligence. 

The Bush administration had no plan for 
governing the country once Saddam was de-
posed. The Iraqi economy still bears the 
scars from the first frenzied days of looting. 
The decision to disband the Sunni-dominated 
Iraqi Army helped unleash five years of sec-
tarian strife that has not fully abated. Iraq’s 
political system remains deeply riven by 
ethnic and religious differences. 

America’s reputation has yet to fully re-
cover from the horrors of Abu Ghraib. The 
country is still paying a huge price for Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s decision to short-
change the war in Afghanistan. American 
policy makers, for generations to come, 
must study these mistakes carefully and en-
sure that they are not repeated. 

As for Iraq today, the authoritarian ten-
dencies of Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al- 
Maliki are deeply troubling. A member of 
the Shiite majority that was badly per-
secuted under Saddam, he has been far more 
interested in payback than inclusion. 

Washington has pushed him over the 
years—but, often, not hard enough. 

The Baghdad government promised jobs to 
100,000 members of the Sunni Awakening 
movement—insurgents whose decision to 
switch sides helped end the civil war—but 
only half that have been hired. Parliament 
still needs to enact a law, called for in the 
Constitution, that would provide a legal 
basis for determining who should be pros-
ecuted for supporting Saddam’s Baath Party 
or other extremist ideologies. Iraq’s leaders 
have many more issues to resolve. Incred-
ibly, they have still not decided how to di-
vide the country’s oil wealth. There is no 
agreement on who will control the oil-rich 
city of Kirkuk, which is claimed by both 

Baghdad and the semiautonomous Kurdish 
regional government. 

Iraq’s oil production still has not re-
bounded, and basic services like electricity 
are still woefully inadequate. Iraq needs an 
impartial justice system. Washington has 
pressed Baghdad for years to end corruption 
and build a representative government. It 
will need to keep pressing. 

After investing billions of dollars, the 
United States has had more success rebuild-
ing Iraq’s security forces. But Iraqi and 
American commanders say these forces are 
not ready to fully protect the country 
against insurgents or potentially hostile 
neighbors. There are critical weaknesses in 
intelligence, air defenses, artillery and logis-
tics. 

The Obama administration was unable to 
reach a new defense agreement with Baghdad 
that would have allowed several thousand 
American troops to stay behind as backup. 
We hope that the Iraqi Army will do better 
than expected. The administration must be 
prepared to offer limited help if the army 
does get into serious trouble. 

President Obama, who first ran for office 
campaigning against the war, has never 
wavered on his promise to bring the troops 
home. The last few thousand will be out of 
Iraq by year’s end. We celebrate their return. 
But this country must never forget the intol-
erable costs of a war started on arrogance 
and lies. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CROSSROADS INDUS-
TRIAL SERVICES, BOSMA INDUS-
TRIES AND THE ABILITYONE 
PROGRAM 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to recognize two organizations in Indian-
apolis, Crossroads Industrial Services and 
Bosma Enterprises. Both of these organiza-
tions are a part of the AbilityOne Program, 
which has helped more than 47,000 Ameri-
cans who are blind or who have significant 
disabilities gain skills and training that ulti-
mately led to gainful employment. 

Together, these organizations employ 189 
people in Indianapolis, jobs made possible by 
the AbilityOne Program. This critical program 
harnesses the purchasing power of the federal 
government to buy products and services from 
participating community-based nonprofit agen-
cies that are dedicated to training and employ-
ing individuals with disabilities. It affords Amer-
icans with disabilities the opportunity to ac-
quire job skills and training, receive good 
wages and benefits, and gain greater inde-
pendence and quality of life. 

This segment of the population has suffered 
from significant unemployment. Federal oppor-
tunities through the AbilityOne Program have 
played an important role in bringing people 
with disabilities into the workforce. For exam-
ple, one of Bosmas Enterprises’ employees 
Kevin Mossberger exemplifies how training 
and the AbilityOne Program can make a real 
difference in the life of someone. Kevin, who 
is in his early twenties obtained a degree in 
Business Management, but because of a ge-
netic eye disease called Retinitis Pigmentosa 
was unable to find work in his small, southern 
Indiana hometown. 

His parents suggested he go to Bosma En-
terprises’ Rehabilitation Center to receive ad-
ditional training to live independently and to 
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help find employment. He did so and is now 
employed at Bosma Enterprises. Kevin says 
that the instruction he received taught him ‘‘to 
live on his own and to have a whole new out-
look.’’ 

Kevin is not alone, earlier this year I was 
able to visit Crossroads Industrial Services 
and see firsthand the impact of the AbilityOne 
Program on not only its employees, but also 
the impact it has on our men and women in 
uniform. Crossroads employees are respon-
sible for producing items that our service 
members rely on, like ballistic helmet pad 
sets, combat identification panels, and rocket 
launcher spare parts. It is with these important 
contributions that Crossroads, like Bosma, ex-
emplifies the quality of work and determination 
to enhance the lives of disabled Americans 
that make the AbilityOne Program so invalu-
able. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
extend my support to the AbilityOne Program. 
I also want to commend the dedication and 
commitment to Jim Vento of Easter Seals 
Crossroads, Lou Moneymaker of Bosma In-
dustries, and their staffs, for helping individ-
uals who are blind or have a significant dis-
ability find employment. The impact of their 
work and that of each AbilityOne employee 
has an undeniably positive impact on our com-
munity. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF REVEREND 
MARVIN MCMICKLE, PH.D. 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Reverend Marvin McMickle and 
congratulate him on his retirement after twen-
ty-four years of service as the pastor of Anti-
och Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio. Rev. 
McMickle will become the president at Colgate 
Rochester Crozer Divinity School. 

Rev. McMickle was born in 1948 in Chi-
cago, Illinois. He was ordained as a reverend 
in New York City in 1973. Rev. McMickle 
served as the pastor of St. Paul Baptist 
Church in Montclair, New Jersey and as the 
associate pastor for the Abyssinian Baptist 
Church in New York City prior to becoming the 
pastor of Antioch Baptist Church in Cleveland, 
Ohio in 1987. 

In addition to being a staple in Cleveland’s 
spiritual community, Rev. McMickle is also a 
major influence in academia and politics. He 
earned his undergraduate degree from Aurora 
College, a Master of Divinity degree from 
Union Theological Seminary, a Doctor of Min-
istry degree from Princeton Theological Semi-
nary and a doctorate in philosophy from Case 
Western Reserve University. Over the years, 
Rev. McMickle has taught at several colleges 
and universities including Ashland Theological 
Seminary, Case Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland State University, Fordham, Prince-
ton and spent a semester as a visiting pro-
fessor at Yale University. 

Rev. McMickle has served as president of 
Shaker Heights School Board and Montclair 
Branch of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (NAACP). He 
has also served on the boards of Greater 
Cleveland Roundtable, United Pastors in Mis-

sion, Urban League of Greater Cleveland, 
Gateway Economic Development Committee 
and United Way Services of Greater Cleve-
land. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in thanking Rev. Marvin McMickle for more 
than two decades of leadership and service to 
the congregation of Antioch Baptist Church 
and residents of Cleveland. I wish him luck in 
his new position. 

f 

INTRODUCING WHITE HOUSE CON-
FERENCE ON HAITI ACT OF 2011 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce the White House Con-
ference on Haiti Act of 2011. This important 
piece of legislation would call on the President 
of the United States to convene a White 
House Conference on Haiti within the next cal-
endar year. 

As we are all well aware, in January of last 
year, a 7.0 magnitude earthquake rocked the 
already struggling nation of Haiti. Approxi-
mately three million people were affected and 
230,000 are estimated to have died. Those 
who survived continue to face unimaginable 
conditions with a crumbling infrastructure and 
recurring Cholera outbreaks. 

If there is a silver lining to this unimaginable 
tragedy, it is that out of this, the Haitian peo-
ple have been given the incredible opportunity 
to right the wrongs of the past and rebuild 
their nation stronger than ever before. Millions 
of dollars in aid have flooded into the country 
and thousands of aid organizations are com-
mitted to building a sustainable recovery. 

Immediately following the earthquake, we all 
witnessed countless foreign governments and 
aid organizations pledging to stand with Haiti, 
and I have been inspired by the countless in-
dividuals throughout the globe who have do-
nated their talents and services to the recov-
ery and the many more who are eager to help, 
but simply don’t know how. 

We cannot let this opportunity go to waste. 
However, with the possibility to do good 
comes the very real possibility of waste, dupli-
cation, and inefficiencies in the rebuilding and 
recovery process. 

Under this bill, the major stakeholders in the 
rebuilding, along with other interested parties, 
will come together to share their knowledge 
and best practices and identify gaps in the re-
covery process. It is my hope that out of this 
Conference, opportunities for collaboration and 
coordination in projects big and small will 
emerge. 

The Conference will also highlight innovative 
ideas for rebuilding and redevelopment in 
Haiti. From inexpensive hurricane and earth-
quake proof housing and green building tech-
niques to sustainable economic practices and 
urban development. There are countless com-
panies and individuals who have developed 
groundbreaking concepts in response to this 
tragedy, but they have yet to be connected 
with those who can put these ideas into prac-
tices or with others pursuing similar goals who 
may be able to improve upon their initiatives. 
Innovation does not happen in a bubble; great 
things can happen when great minds come to-
gether. 

Further, Haitians living abroad are eager to 
help their brothers and sisters in Haiti, but 
many simply do not know where to begin. The 
White House Conference on Haiti will tap the 
immense resource that is the Haitian Diaspora 
by bringing their abilities together with those 
who are in a position to use them. 

Most importantly however, the White House 
Conference on Haiti will help ensure that the 
challenges facing the Haitian people remain in 
the public eye and in the minds of all Ameri-
cans. 

While the United States has been instru-
mental in the recovery and rebuilding from 
countless natural and man-made disasters 
throughout the world, few international trage-
dies have had as deep an impact on the 
United States, and particularly the State of 
Florida, as this one. 

Helping our Haitian neighbors is not only the 
right thing to do; it is also in our own nation’s 
best interests. Just a stone’s throw from our 
shores, instability in Haiti impacts our own 
economy and immigration levels. 

Our nation’s rapid, comprehensive re-
sponse, from our government down to every-
day Americans, has been commendable, but 
the President and this administration are in a 
position to do more. This legislation would not 
be a costly endeavor, but could stand to save 
millions of dollars that could be used to im-
prove the lives of the Haitian people for gen-
erations to come. 

At a time of continued instability and crisis, 
the United States must do all within its power 
to help ensure a long-term sustainable recov-
ery for Haiti. 

I ask my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion and urge the House Leadership to bring 
it swiftly to the House floor for consideration. 

f 

IN HONOR OF RADIO STATION 
KZRG’S RESPONSE TO THE JOP-
LIN TORNADO 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the service of one of the 7th 
District of Missouri’s radio stations, KZRG. 

KZRG is an AM radio station broadcasting 
from Joplin, Missouri that does news broad-
casting for Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and 
Kansas, or as they call it, ‘‘the four state’’ 
area. 

On May 22, 2011, an EF–5 tornado struck 
Joplin, Missouri, devastating a once quiet Mis-
souri town. On that Sunday evening, Joplin 
was forever changed. Much was destroyed. 
Family, friends, neighbors, homes and busi-
nesses disappeared in the blink of a tornado’s 
eye. After the winds stilled, over 160 people, 
8,000 homes and 500 businesses were lost. 

The early days were tough. Shock and dis-
belief, chaos and devastation, but out of that 
wreckage came hope and inspiration. We 
found out there are a lot of heroes in Joplin. 
During those dark hours they stood up and 
came to the aid of their community when their 
neighbors needed them most. There is no bet-
ter example of that than the associates at 
KZRG. 

Despite the fact that seven KZRG associ-
ates lost homes during the tornado, despite 
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seeing their town in ruins, despite the horror 
and devastation of one of the most destructive 
tornados in American history, KZRG continued 
to broadcast and report, 24 hours a day, on- 
air and in the field. 

The tornado’s widespread devastation dam-
aged or destroyed much of Joplin’s cell phone 
towers and phone and electrical lines. This left 
much of the community powerless and unable 
to communicate. However, the radio broad-
casts of KZRG continued. KZRG remained on 
air, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, giving 
folks critical and time-sensitive information as 
it was happening. KZRG was there, helping 
the police dispatch their officers, helping loved 
ones find each other, helping community lead-
ers coordinate disaster recovery efforts. Truly, 
journalism at its finest. 

They also launched a relief collection effort, 
which collected food, clothing, and toiletry 
items to listeners in need. In fact, their station 
became a meeting place of sorts, for emer-
gency personnel and volunteers. They be-
came a symbol of the community getting back 
on its feet. 

Folks in Southwest Missouri should be 
proud to know that in times of trouble, KZRG 
was and will always be there. I too am proud 
and honored to call the associates of KZRG 
my fellow citizens and neighbors in the 7th 
Congressional District of Missouri. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1540, 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2011 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
voted against the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2012 (NDAA). While 
nothing is more important than providing the 
resources needed to keep America and our 
men and women in uniform safe, this author-
ization spends too much and is a missed op-
portunity for much needed reform. 

First, however, I would like to thank Chair-
man MCKEON and Ranking Member SMITH of 
the House Armed Services Committee for in-
cluding elements of all three of my amend-
ments in this final conference bill. One amend-
ment lifts the veil on classified immunity for 
defense contractors, a practice that exposed 
36 of our Oregon National Guardsmen to toxic 
chemicals in Iraq. The other two will help pro-
tect our troops on the battlefield and save bil-
lions of dollars through energy efficiency initia-
tives. Their inclusion, however, does not offset 
the overall authorization which fails to reflect 
America’s priorities or our national security re-
alities. 

It is deeply unfortunate that this legislation 
includes the appalling detention provisions and 
that the bill continues to tie the President’s 
hands by restricting his ability to transfer de-
tainees to the United States for trial in Federal 
Court are appalling. Preventing the administra-
tion from closing Guantanamo only serves to 
bolster Al Qaeda and erode America’s secu-
rity. There is no excuse—even in the name of 
fighting terrorism—for undermining our ideals. 
Beyond the practical security considerations, 
terrorism is an assault on those ideals and we 

should not further erode them in response to 
that threat. 

One thing that most of the Occupy Wall 
Street and majority of the Tea Party advocates 
agree upon is that the United States is on an 
unsustainable path. 

The economy is still floundering. We are 
losing the competition with other countries in 
the international arena when it comes to re-
building and renewing America’s infrastructure 
and making advances in education. Even our 
health care system, improved by the Afford-
able Care Act, still falls short of the systems 
in use by most of our major European com-
petitors. 

These glaring examples of un-sustainability 
for our infrastructure, our education system 
and our health care system are all troubling. 
None of this, however, compares with the un- 
sustainability of our massive defense and se-
curity spending. U.S. defense spending is 
bloated and not strategically oriented. We can-
not continue to spend almost as much as the 
rest of the world—friend and foe alike—com-
bined. We spend 6 times as much on defense 
as China, and 12 times that of Russia. Our 
Navy is larger than the next 13 navies com-
bined. 

People who are at the front deserve our 
best in terms of equipment, and they and their 
families need to be well-cared for, not just in 
the field, but when they come home. Our 
armed forces are stressed and continue to be 
hobbled by the reckless actions in Iraq and 
further challenged by the war in Afghanistan, 
and need to come home. We continue to 
spend in Afghanistan with no clear plan for 
withdrawal. 

Today we have a reauthorization of the de-
fense bill that fails to lay the foundation for the 
dramatic changes that are needed. Scaling 
back our open-ended spending commitments, 
nuclear weapons systems that we spend more 
on today than during the Cold War and are far 
more out of proportion to what we will ever 
need or use, patterns of deployment, for ex-
ample, with our Navy, all cry out for reform. 
Long overdue elements to deal with cost ef-
fectiveness and the environmental footprint, 
energy costs at $400 a gallon for fuel at the 
frontlines in Afghanistan, and tens of billions of 
dollars lost to inefficient air conditioning are 
missing. 

The greatest threat to our future is losing 
control of our ability to make tough decisions 
that will enable us to sustain our military and, 
more importantly, to sustain the economy. In 
short, the NDAA ignores the big picture. 

We should reject this blueprint and begin 
the process now of right-sizing the military, 
trimming our burdensome nuclear stockpiles 
and unnecessary programs, eliminating costly 
weapons programs, ending our misguided 
mission in Afghanistan, and moving away from 
a Cold War model of deployment with U.S. 
military bases all over Europe. 

We have the most powerful military in the 
world and will by far even if we invest sub-
stantially less. Our problem is that the Amer-
ican public is being ill-served by government. 
We’re not investing in our future, and our 
economy will not be able to sustain this ever- 
increasing military commitment, to say nothing 
of the demands of investing in our commu-
nities and our people, especially the young. 
This is another missed opportunity to set down 
a marker for real change, and to lead respon-
sibly. 

THANKING BILL HARRIS 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, each 
Member of this body is assisted by those who 
serve on our staffs. The roles and responsibil-
ities of a Member of Congress make it impos-
sible for any one individual to do it all. It takes 
a team. 

Today I wish to recognize and express ap-
preciation to a key member of my team as he 
retires from official public service. 

Bill Harris has served as my Chief of Staff 
and then Senior Counselor since 2004. But his 
service to the country began in 1968 as a 
member of U.S. Army Signal Corps and his 
service to the Congress began in 1972, when 
he took a job as a staff assistant to Congress-
man Mike McCormack of Washington State. 
Earning his law degree from Georgetown, he 
was Congressman McCormack’s Counsel until 
1976. 

Between his stints with the Congress, Bill 
worked for the Atomic Industrial Forum, the 
Committee for Energy Awareness, the U.S. 
Council for Energy Awareness (which is now 
the Nuclear Energy Institute), and the Univer-
sity Research Alliance. In each of these posi-
tions, Bill’s focus was energy and the tremen-
dous possibilities that can come from nuclear 
research and development. 

In 2004, I enticed Bill back into government 
service to serve as my Chief of Staff. He led 
my team by helping each staff member de-
velop his or her talents and interests to grow 
and serve the people of the 13th district. His 
expertise in energy and in management, as 
well as his background in the law, were invalu-
able. But, perhaps most importantly has been 
his character and strong, steady leadership. 

Too few individuals possess the modesty 
that puts the good of the organization and the 
mission ahead of any personal considerations. 
Yet some of the strongest leaders and those 
with the most to say are those persons of 
character whose soft-spoken demeanor quiets 
the noise with intellect, honesty, and sound 
judgment. Bill is just such a leader. 

He has helped ensure that we made deci-
sions based on the concerns of the people in 
Texas, not how policy in Washington should 
control the lives of people back home. No 
matter what the task, my staff and I counted 
on Bill’s guidance and sense of duty to the 
people we represent. 

Of course, Bill’s commitment to service goes 
beyond his profession. He spends his free 
time engaging with all corners of the commu-
nity. For example, he is currently a Mission 
Pilot with the Civil Air Patrol, a long-serving 
board member of the Harrington Cancer Cen-
ter of Amarillo, and a member of the Amarillo 
Chamber of Commerce Executive Committee. 
But that is just a sampling. Over the years, Bill 
and wonderful wife Bev have become fixtures 
in the community when it comes to serving 
others and the community as a whole. Bill has 
been on more committees and organizational 
projects than anyone could count. 

President Reagan put a premium on prin-
ciple-based leadership. He kept a small 
plaque on his desk in the Oval Office with a 
quote that read, ‘‘There is no limit to what a 
man can do or where he can go if he does not 
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mind who gets the credit.’’ Bill’s example of 
servant leadership is one that has shaped the 
lives of many individuals and shown that a be-
nevolent heart earns the respect of others. 

It is for this spirit of service and dedication 
to the highest standards of excellence that I 
am honored to recognize the contributions and 
to acknowledge the retirement of a man who 
is a credit to my office, his family, and our 
country. 

As he moves into the next phase of his life, 
I want to express my gratitude, not only for all 
of his help with my work in representing the 
13th district, but for all he has done so far to 
make our community and our region a better 
place to live. 

f 

HONORING AND COMMEMORATING 
THE LIFE OF JAMES E. BURCH 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and commemorate the life of James E. 
Burch, military veteran, advertising executive 
and lifelong anti-war and environmental activ-
ist. A renaissance man with a passion for 
leaving the world better than he found it, Jim 
spent his life acting on the life philosophy 
passed along to him by his mother, ‘‘I am my 
brother’s keeper.’’ 

Born in Evanston, Illinois on February 27, 
1926, Jim served in the United States Infantry 
in the South Pacific. At age 19, he became 
the program director of the Armed Forces 
Radio Service station WVTQ in Osaka, Japan. 
He was honorably discharged in May 1946. 
After working in the radio business in Holly-
wood, he moved to Arizona where he met and 
married his wife of 61 years, Wileta. In 1951, 
Jim, Wileta and their two children, Bill and 
Barbara moved to northern California where 
Jim began a 23-year career working with the 
San Francisco-based advertising agency Bat-
ten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn where he cre-
ated numerous award winning advertisements. 

Jim left his professional position and began 
his second career as a volunteer activist. In-
strumental in the beginnings and ongoing work 
of Sequoia Seminar, Creative Initiative, Project 
Survival, Beyond War and the Foundation for 
Global Community, Jim contributed his many 
talents to groundbreaking projects. Among 
them were, the beginning of a recycling pro-
gram in Palo Alto, California that became a 
model for the Nation, the first space bridge to 
connect the United States and the Soviet 
Union during the Cold War (1984), the first 
satellite space bridge connecting seven coun-
tries on five continents (1985) and the creation 
of a series of nature documentaries that were 
featured on PBS. Jim served as a Member of 
the Board of Trustees for the Foundation for 
Global Community until December of 2010. 

Launching yet a third career, Jim was elect-
ed to the Palo Alto City Council in 1999. In 
2005, at the age of 78, he was elected mayor, 
the oldest mayor in the city’s history. While 
knowing that the job required a local focus, 
Jim continued to bring his understanding of 
global interconnectedness to city government. 
He observed on more than one occasion that, 
‘‘It’s one world, it’s one Earth, it’s one planet; 
it’s one ecosystem. We’re either all going to 
make it or nobody’s going to make it.’’ 

Jim is survived by Wileta, his son Bill Burch, 
(Bill’s wife, Kathy), his daughter Barbara Lind-
say, (Barbara’s husband, Targe) and grand-
children Merrill Burch, David Lindsay, (David’s 
wife, Stephanie), Kristina Lindsay, and his 
many friends and colleagues whose lives were 
enriched by his sense of humor, creativity and 
generosity. 

f 

ROBERT GRIFFIN III—BAYLOR 
HEISMAN 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, each year 
the Heisman Memorial Trophy is presented to 
the ‘‘outstanding college football player whose 
performance best exhibits the pursuit of excel-
lence with integrity.’’ The 2011 winner, Baylor 
University Quarterback Robert Griffin III, or 
RG3 as he’s known to fans, highly deserves 
American collegiate athletics most celebrated 
honor. 

Robert was born in Okinawa, Japan to two 
U.S. Army Sergeants. They would eventually 
settle in football-mad Texas, home of the origi-
nal Friday Night Lights, but Robert’s talents 
could not be contained to the gridiron. He was 
a three sport star for Copperas Cove High 
School, excelling in baseball, football, and 
track. 

Recruiters came from across the nation to 
bring Robert’s talents to their University, but 
he believed in the message of Head Coach 
Art Briles and followed him to Baylor, not 
known as a football powerhouse. In 2008 Rob-
ert shined, starting 11 of his 12 games and 
winning the Big 12 Freshman of the Year hon-
ors. The Bears finished 4–8 but their future 
was bright. 

2010 was the breakthrough year for RG3 
and the Baylor Bears. They fought to a 7–5 
record and played in their first bowl game in 
over 15 years and also ranked in the national 
top 25 for the first time in 30 years. Robert 
dug deep inside himself and vowed to lead the 
Bears through uncharted waters—football 
prominence. 

The 2011 season started off with a bang. 
The Bears defeated #14 TCU, the previous 
year’s Rose Bowl winner. Robert would com-
mand the Bears to a 9–3 record, their best in 
over 25 years, including upsets of Texas and, 
for the first time in school history, then #5 
Oklahoma. Griffin was dangerous in the air 
and on his feet, passing for 3,998 yards and 
36 touchdowns while rushing for 644 yards 
and 9 touchdowns. He lead the nation with a 
192.31 passing efficiency, on pace to shatter 
the all-time record. The success propelled the 
team into a bowl for the second consecutive 
year and made Griffin the 77th Heisman Tro-
phy winner and first from Baylor University. 

Robert was a leader both on and off the 
field. The perennial Honor Roll student grad-
uated in three years with his political science 
degree and will finish his Masters in Commu-
nication next spring. He is as known for his 
faith as he is his football abilities. Upon win-
ning the trophy in New York City, he and his 
military family immediately headed to the 
Ground Zero 9/11 memorial for some reflec-
tion. Robert never forgot his roots. 

Mr. Speaker, it is always refreshing to see 
good things happen to good people, and Rob-

ert Griffin III deserves all the success and 
more. I am honored to commemorate his ac-
complishments and proud to call him a Texan. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEOFF DAVIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, on 
Thursday, December 15, 2011, I was unable 
to vote due to an important family event. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
On rollcall No. 933—‘‘yes’’—Approval of the 

Journal. 
On rollcall No. 934—‘‘yes’’—H.R. 886—U.S. 

Marshals Service 225th Anniversary Com-
memorative Coin Act. 

On rollcall No. 935—‘‘yes’’—H.R. 2719, Rat-
tlesnake Mountain Public Access Act. 

On rollcall No. 936—‘‘yes’’—H.R. 443, To 
Provide for the conveyance of certain property 
from the U.S. to the Maniilaq Association in 
Kotzebue, AK. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 16TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF DAYTON PEACE ACCORDS 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today I 
am glad to recognize the 16th anniversary of 
the Dayton Peace Accords. 

On December 14, 1995, the General Frame-
work Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, known as the Dayton Peace Ac-
cords, ended a conflict that threatened to de-
stabilize Europe and resulted in the death of 
approximately 250,000 people, and the dis-
placement of more than 2,000,000 men, 
women, and children. 

Negotiations began on November 1, 1995, 
at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, 
Ohio, and concluded there on November 21, 
1995, when the leaders of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, and Serbia all agreed to 
a breakthrough peace settlement that sought 
to halt conflicts that began in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in April 1992. 

Previous attempts to negotiate peace in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina had been unsuccess-
ful; and the negotiations were initiated under 
intense pressure by many of the world pow-
ers, particularly the United States and Russia, 
prompting the leaders of the three sides to at-
tend the negotiations in Dayton, Ohio. 

The United States negotiating team, led by 
Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, guided peace 
negotiations endorsed by members of the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) and Russian Federation; 
and 21 days of intense negotiations occurring 
at the Hope Hotel at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base brought hope and an opportunity 
for peace. 

The negotiations succeeded, against all pre-
dictions, due to the visionary leadership, the 
determination of all involved, the desire for 
peaceful resolution of the conflict, and the ex-
tensive community support. Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base was chosen as the site of the 
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negotiations due to its diversity and security, 
which offered an environment where the war-
ring parties could focus on negotiating peace 
out of the spotlight of the media and away 
from distracting geopolitical pressures. 

The Dayton community unexpectedly be-
came part of the process as its people be-
came proud to be part of history, holding can-
dlelight vigils, placing ‘candles of peace’ in 
their front windows, congratulating and praying 
for the negotiators, forming a human peace 
chain around Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
and continuing to study peace and human 
rights based on the community’s experiences 
hosting these historic negotiations. 

The negotiators highlighted Ohio’s ethnic di-
versity to show the warring parties that people 
from disparate ethnic histories could live ev-
eryday life in peace; and the Dayton Peace 
Accords provided a framework and common 
agreement to the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) implementation and stabiliza-
tion force missions which provided security for 
the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cro-
atia, and Serbia. 

The Dayton Literary Peace Prize, estab-
lished in 2006, remains the only literary peace 
prize awarded in the United States, and con-
tinues the legacy of the 1995 Dayton Peace 
Accords by honoring authors who write about 
peace and whose work provides enduring lit-
erary value. 

The Dayton International Peace Museum in 
downtown Dayton, a nonprofit, all-volunteer or-
ganization, is one of the few community-based 
institutions with a focus on peace in the United 
States, and the Museum honors Dayton’s his-
tory as the host of the 1995 Dayton Peace Ac-
cords, offering nonpartisan educational pro-
grams and exhibits featuring themes of non-
violent conflict resolution, social justice issues, 
international relations, and peace. 

Mr. Speaker, the Dayton, Ohio, community 
supported the peace negotiations and worked 
to create a strong, lasting relationship with 
Bosnia and Herzegovina by hosting numerous 
visiting delegations, creating a sister city rela-
tionship with Sarajevo, and hosting an inter-
national anniversary commemoration. Bosnia 
and Herzegovina has received a conditional 
Membership Action Plan to join NATO pending 
continued progress on reforms. Croatia is pro-
gressing on the path to join the EU, became 
a NATO member in 2009, and has deployed 
troops around the world, including in Afghani-
stan, fighting alongside the United States 
Armed Forces to bring peace, stability, and 
prosperity to others. The Montenegrin Par-
liament declared independence from Serbia on 
June 3, 2006, and thus created a multi-ethnic 
country with a viable economy, professional 
military and democratic institutions. 

The entire State of Ohio has contributed to 
stability and prosperity in the Balkan region by 
fostering an exemplary relationship between 
the Ohio National Guard and the Serbian 
Armed Forces; and the Dayton Peace Accords 
effectively ended the conflict, created a multi- 
ethnic country in the Balkans, and addressed 
topics critical to the future of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, including regional stabilization, a 
constitutional framework, the repatriation of 
refugees, and internal security. 

HONORING 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
HILL-MURRAY 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the students, alumni, parents, faculty 
and staff of Hill-Murray School in Maplewood, 
Minnesota on the occasion of its 50th Anniver-
sary. This educational institution has a distin-
guished record on academics, community in-
volvement and athletic success. 

Archbishop Murray Memorial high school 
was founded in 1958 by the Benedictine Sis-
ters as a school for young women. In 1959, 
just a few blocks down the street, the Chris-
tian Brothers founded the Hill High School as 
a school for boys. Classes officially began in 
both schools in 1951, and in 1971 the schools 
merged and the Hill-Murray School was born. 

During the past 50 years, Hill-Murray has 
strived for excellence in all areas. Its mission 
statement declares the school ‘‘is committed 
to developing creative and responsible leaders 
for tomorrow’s world who will provide effective 
moral leadership in their local and global com-
munities’’. This charge is reflected in both the 
school’s design and its results: from its stu-
dents, 92% of whom enroll in post-high school 
educational institutions; to its classrooms, 
where the student-teacher ratio is 14:1; and to 
its teachers 79% of whom hold advanced de-
grees and 80% of whom have more than 5 
years of experience. 

Following the school’s mission to prepare 
students not only for college but for the broad-
er journey of life, Hill-Murray students in 
grades nine through twelve complete two serv-
ice requirements per year helping the eco-
nomically disadvantaged, the physically or 
mentally impaired, and the elderly. With its 
emphasis on developing the entire person, 
90% of the student body participates in extra-
curricular activities. 

The Hill-Murray athletics department has 
one of the finest histories in the State of Min-
nesota. In the past 5 years, Hill-Murray teams 
and individual athletes advanced to the Min-
nesota State Tournament in boys and girls 
basketball, boys and girls track, boys and girls 
golf, girls tennis, competitive cheerleading, 
and danceline. The boys Hockey team is re-
garded as one of the best in the state, and 
earned its 3rd State Championship in 2008. 

Additionally Hill-Murray has produced 6 Na-
tional Hockey League players, 3 World Hock-
ey Association players, over 70 Division I 
NCAA players; 2 Major League Baseball play-
ers, and 3 Olympians including a member of 
the gold-medal winning 1980 U.S. Hockey 
team responsible for the ‘Miracle on Ice.’ 

Mr. Speaker, in honor of all members of the 
Hill-Murray family, I am pleased to submit this 
statement for the Congressional Record rec-
ognizing the many contributions this school 
has made to the State of Minnesota and the 
United States of America during the past 50 
years. 

THE DECLARATION OF OCCUPY 
D.C. 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following: 

THE DECLARATION OF OCCUPY D.C. 
CONSENTED TO BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

NOVEMBER 30TH, 2011 
We have been captives of corrupt economic 

and political systems for far too long. The 
concentration of wealth and the purchase of 
political power stifle the voices of the in-
creasingly disenfranchised 99 percent. Cor-
porate dominance subverts democracy, in-
tentionally sows division, destroys the envi-
ronment, obstructs the just and equitable 
pursuit of happiness, and violates the rights 
and dignity of all life. 

Occupy D.C. is an open community of di-
verse individuals, facing different forms of 
oppression and impacted by economic exploi-
tation to differing degrees, but united by a 
shared vision of equality for the common 
good. The harsh economic conditions that 
have plagued the poor, working class, and 
communities of color for generations have 
begun to affect the previously financially se-
cure. This acute awareness of our common 
fate has united us in our struggle for a better 
future. We recognize that inequality and in-
justice systemically affect every aspect of 
our society: our communities, homes, and 
hearts. To build the world we envision, we 
commit ourselves to overcoming our per-
sonal biases so we can successfully challenge 
systems of oppression in solidarity. 

We are peaceably assembled at McPherson 
Square, practicing direct democracy on the 
doorstep of K Street, the epicenter of de-
structive corporate and governmental rela-
tionships. Recognizing that the term ‘‘oc-
cupy’’ is associated with exploitation, vio-
lence, and imperialism, we are reclaiming it 
to mean the peaceful liberation of public 
space. In this disenfranchised city, we are in-
sisting that our economic and political sys-
tems serve the people’s interests. Now is the 
time to advance and complete the struggles 
of the many who came before us. 

We are assembled because . . . 
It is absurd that the 1 percent has taken 40 

percent of the nation’s wealth through ex-
ploiting labor, outsourcing jobs, and manipu-
lating the tax code to their benefit through 
special capital tax rates and loopholes. The 
system is rigged in their favor, yet they cry 
foul when anyone even dares to question 
their relentless class warfare. 

Candidates in our electoral system require 
huge sums of money to be competitive. 
These contributions from multi-national 
corporations and wealthy individuals destroy 
responsive representative governance. A sys-
tem of backroom deals, kickbacks, bribes, 
and dirty politics overrides the will of the 
people. The rotation of decision makers be-
tween the public and private sectors cul-
tivates a network of public officials, lobby-
ists, and executives whose aligned interests 
do not serve the American people. 

The entrenched two-party system over-
looks public interests by pursuing narrow 
political goals. This climate encourages can-
didates to polarize voters for individual 
power and personal gain. Citizens’ meaning-
ful input has been compromised by gerry-
mandering, voter disenfranchisement, and 
unresponsive politicians. Residents of Wash-
ington, D.C., continue to lack autonomy and 
legislative representation. 

The 1 percent benefits from economic, po-
litical, and legal structures that oppress 
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communities long targeted by displacement, 
denial of sovereignty, slavery, and other in-
justices. These persecuted but resilient com-
munities continue to suffer through genera-
tions of disproportionately higher rates of 
unemployment, poverty, criminalization, 
and homelessness. Facets of the 1 percent 
campaign to blame these groups for these 
problems while obstructing healing and res-
toration. 

Those with power have divided us from 
working in solidarity by perpetuating histor-
ical prejudices and discrimination based on 
perceived race, religion, immigrant or indig-
enous status, income, age, gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, and disability, 
among other things. These divisions have in-
hibited our ability to work in solidarity, 
though today we recognize the power of unit-
ing as the 99 percent. 

Financial institutions gambled with our 
savings, homes, and economy. They col-
lapsed the financial system and needed the 
public to bail them out of their failures yet 
deny any responsibility and continue to fight 
oversight. Corporations loot from those 
whose labor creates society’s prosperity, 
while the government allows them to pri-
vatize profits and socialize risk. 

Corporate interests threaten life on Earth 
by extracting and burning fossil fuels and re-
sisting the necessary transition to renewable 
energy. Their drilling, mining, clear-cutting, 
overfishing, and factory farming destroys 
the land, jeopardizes our food and water, and 
poisons the soil with near impunity. They 
privilege polluters over people by subsidizing 
fossil fuels, blocking investments in clean 
energy and efficient transportation, and hid-
ing environmental destruction from public 
oversight. 

Private corporations, with the govern-
ment’s support, use common resources and 
infrastructure for short-term personal profit, 
while stifling efforts to invest in public 
goods. 

The U.S. government engages in drawn- 
out, costly conflicts abroad. Numerous acts 
of conquest have been, and continue to be, 
pursued to control resources, overthrow for-
eign governments, and install subservient re-
gimes. These wars destroy the lives of inno-
cent civilians and American soldiers, many 
of whom suffer adverse effects throughout 
life. These operations are a blank check to 
divert money from domestic priorities. 

Government authorities cultivate a cul-
ture of fear to invade our privacy, limit as-
sembly, restrict speech, and deny due proc-
ess. They have failed in their duty to protect 
our rights. Exacerbated by profiteering in-
terests, the criminal justice system has un-
fairly targeted underprivileged communities 
and outspoken groups for prosecution rather 
than protection. 

Corporatized culture warps our perception 
of reality. It cheapens and mocks the beauty 
of human thought and experience while pro-
moting excessive materialism as the path to 
happiness. The corporate news media fur-
thers the interests of the very wealthy, dis-
torts and disregards the truth, and confines 
our imagination of what is possible for our-
selves and society. 

Leaders are trading our access to basic 
needs in exchange for handouts to the ultra- 
wealthy. Our rights to healthcare, education, 
food, water, and housing are sacrificed to 
profit-driven market forces. They are at-
tacking unemployment insurance, Medicare, 
Medicaid, and Social Security, creating an 
uncertain future for us all.* 

A better world is possible. 
To all people, 
We, the Washington D.C. General Assembly 

occupying K Street in McPherson Square, 
urge you to assert your power. 

Exercise your right to peaceably assemble 
and reclaim the commons. Re-conceive ways 
to build a democratic, just, and sustainable 
world. 

To all who value democracy, we encourage 
you to collaborate and share available re-
sources. 

Join your voice with ours and let it am-
plify until the heart of the movement booms 
with our chorus of solidarity. 

*These grievances are not all inclusive. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 26, 1995, when the last attempt at 
a balanced budget amendment passed the 
House by a bipartisan vote of 300–132, the 
national debt was $4,801,405,175,294.28. 

Today, it is $15,098,098,486,788.82. We’ve 
added $10,296,693,311,494.54 dollars to our 
debt in 16 years. This is $10 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
CLYDE MCINTOSH OF NORTH 
CAROLINA 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of an outstanding public servant 
and dedicated volunteer in Yancey County, 
North Carolina. Mr. Clyde McIntosh of Burns-
ville committed his life to service and activism. 
After graduating from Burnsville High School 
in 1950, Mr. McIntosh proudly served four 
years in the United States Navy. Upon com-
pletion of his service, he moved back to the 
mountains of Western North Carolina where 
he built a successful real estate and develop-
ment business and operated a dairy farm. 
During this period, he worked diligently toward 
the goal of preserving the rural heritage of the 
area. 

Mr. McIntosh assumed public office when 
he was elected Sheriff of Yancey County in 
1986. From 1999 to 2005, he served on the 
Board of Directors of the Yancey County De-
partment of Social Services, spending a por-
tion of his tenure as Chair. For many years, 
Mr. McIntosh was an active community volun-
teer for the Lions Club and Meals on Wheels. 

Mr. McIntosh worked for years to educate 
Yancey County youth on the importance of 
civic engagement and community involvement. 
He acted as a mentor for the Young Demo-
crats organization of Yancey County, encour-
aging young people to be politically active. 

I commend his outstanding contributions to 
the Democratic Party. In April 2001, he was 
named Mountain Democrat of the Year and 
also served as the Yancey County Democratic 

Party Chair. He served as Precinct Chair for 
both Jacks Creek and Burnsville Townships. 

Our mountain community is a better place 
because of Mr. McIntosh’s devotion to activ-
ism and service. Mr. McIntosh was an invalu-
able presence in the lives of the many people 
he inspired and helped through his work. 
Though he will be missed, I know this legacy 
will live on for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the exemplary life of Mr. Clyde 
McIntosh of Yancey County, North Carolina. 

f 

WE MUST GET OUR FISCAL HOUSE 
IN ORDER 

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I have made 
it clear from the beginning that until the Sen-
ate leadership can pass a budget, the House 
should be using the baseline off of the frame-
work included in the House-passed 2012 
budget. The Path to Prosperity is a credible 
and commonsense proposal that would put 
our nation on the path to balanced budgets 
and debt reduction. 

Unfortunately, the spending levels set forth 
in today’s omnibus appropriations package ex-
ceed those numbers established in the Path to 
Prosperity. For this reason, I had to cast my 
vote against the legislation considered in the 
House today. 

It is impossible to get our nation’s fiscal 
house in order unless we have a budget 
framework to work off of. House Republicans 
have done their job and passed a budget, it is 
now time for Senate Democrats to do the 
same. 

My constituents sent me to Washington to 
make the difficult spending decisions, and I’m 
more than willing to make them. Continuing 
Resolutions and omnibus packages are not 
the sort of bold action that the people in Ten-
nessee’s Fourth Congressional District expect. 
I applaud efforts by the House Leadership in 
which a number of our appropriations bills 
were considered this year under regular order 
and under open rules which allowed for de-
bate and amendments. Unfortunately, this 
process was unable to be completed and 
many of the bills passed by the House have 
simply languished in the Senate without con-
sideration. 

I am hopeful that United States Congress 
will restart a process in which budgets are 
passed and the 12 appropriations bills are 
considered in an open process. Omnibus bills 
are unpopular to our constituents. They invite 
poor legislating and lead to increased spend-
ing. Our constituents expect and deserve 
more. 

I have made a commitment to continue the 
fight for long-term solutions to rein in Wash-
ington’s out-of-control spending, and I am ap-
preciative of the constituents in the Fourth Dis-
trict of Tennessee who have sent me to 
Washington to do that very thing. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF COM-

MAND SERGEANT MAJOR PATRI-
CIA GRIFFIN CARDWELL, NCANG, 
RET. 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life of Command Sergeant Major 
Patricia Griffin Cardwell. CSM Cardwell 
passed away last week on December 7. She 
was a veteran of the North Carolina Army Na-
tional Guard (NCANG) and is survived by her 
mother, two brothers, and her niece and neph-
ew. 

CSM Cardwell was the daughter of Betty 
Nowarah Griffin and the late Reginald Griffin. 
She was a native of Martin County, a graduate 
of Williamston High School, and a member of 
the First Christian Church. 

CSM Cardwell began her distinguished 28- 
year career with the NCANG on December 5, 
1979, as a Specialist, and became a full-time 
member of the Guard in 1984. From 2001– 
2002, she attended the United States Army 
Sergeants Major Course at the USA Ser-
geants Major Academy in Fort Bliss, Texas. 
CSM Cardwell made history on April 1, 2004, 
when she was promoted to the rank of Ser-
geant Major, becoming the first woman to rise 
to this rank in the NCANG. She was later lat-
erally appointed as a Command Sergeant 
Major of the 217th Human Resources Bat-
talion Headquarters, and served in a dual sta-
tus in both this post and as the Chief, Per-
sonnel Services of the Human Resources 
Section at Joint Forces Headquarters in Ra-
leigh until her retirement on December 31, 
2007. 

CSM Cardwell served our country for three 
decades with tremendous character and devo-
tion. She deserves the highest appreciation 
and commendation. I pray that her family is 
able to find peace in this difficult time. I ask 
that my colleagues join me in honoring her 
today. 

f 

220TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RATI-
FICATION OF THE FIRST 10 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CON-
STITUTION, THE BILL OF RIGHTS 

HON. CORY GARDNER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
mark the 220th anniversary of the ratification 
of the first 10 amendments to the Constitution, 
the Bill of Rights. The Bill of Rights serves to 
check the power of government and preserve 
the freedom of Americans. Our founding fa-
thers realized that even well intentioned gov-
ernments answerable to the will of the voters 
can grow to be tyrannical. They recognized 
that protections were needed to guard against 
government interference and so they en-
shrined those protections in the highest law of 
the land. The Bill of Rights is unique in that it 
is a document that outlines government power 
not by what the government can do but by 
what it CAN’T do. The spirit of our nation is in 
that distinction. We are a nation built on the 

idea that private individuals could create pri-
vate industry with private interests and build a 
great society without an all knowing bureauc-
racy telling them how to do it. Times have 
changed since 1791. Our nation has grown, 
our government has grown, and today we in-
habit a different world. There is no way that 
Madison and Jefferson and the rest of the 
founders who fought for a Bill of Rights could 
have envisioned the country we have become. 
Over the years we have fought many battles 
over the interpretation of these amendments 
and these principles have stood the test of 
time. The Bill of Rights is a fundamental fea-
ture of our country and a beacon to the rest 
of the world that freedom works, it is to be 
celebrated, and not repressed. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. HAROLD 
L. WILLIAMS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Mr. Harold L. Williams as he re-
tires after 35 years of service at the Legal Aid 
Society of Cleveland. 

Legal Aid Society of Cleveland is a law firm 
for low-income individuals and provides serv-
ices in the areas of consumer rights, domestic 
violence, education, employment, family law, 
health, housing, foreclosure, immigration, pub-
lic benefits, utilities and tax. It was founded as 
a nonprofit in 1905 and until 1966 operated 
primarily with volunteers. In 1966, staff attor-
neys were hired and today there are 53 attor-
neys, 40 staff members and more than 1800 
volunteers that serve Cleveland’s low-income 
individuals. Legal Aid’s mission is to secure 
justice and resolve fundamental problems for 
those who are low income and otherwise vul-
nerable by providing high quality legal services 
and working for systemic solutions. 

Mr. Williams began working at Legal Aid So-
ciety of Cleveland in 1975 in the Law Reform 
Unit. Since 2003, he has served as the man-
aging attorney of Legal Aid’s Consumer Law 
Unit. Mr. Williams also supervises Legal Aid’s 
law participation in Ohio’s Save the Dream 
foreclosure prevention program. He is the edi-
tor and principal author of Ohio Consumer 
Law. 

Because of his dedication to serving the 
people of Cleveland and his vast expertise in 
consumer law, Mr. Williams was the recipient 
of the William J. Brown Consumer Protection 
Award from the Ohio Attorney General in 
March 2010. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in congratulating Mr. Harold L. Williams as he 
retires after 35 years of dedicated service to 
the Legal Aid Society of Cleveland. 

f 

END OF THE WAR IN IRAQ 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, this week 
America solemnly observes the end of an era. 
After almost nine years of war in Iraq, our 

troops are finally coming home, and Iraqis will 
assume the full responsibilities of self-govern-
ment. The Obama Administration’s leadership 
and the skill and bravery of our military men 
and women have made this moment possible. 
But as we welcome those troops returning 
home to their families, we must also remem-
ber the tens of thousands who came home 
with wounds both seen and unseen, the more 
than 1.5 million Americans who served in Iraq, 
and most of all the nearly 4,500 brave men 
and women who made the ultimate sacrifice in 
pursuit of this day. America’s military families 
have born a heavy burden, and we must con-
tinue our commitment to support our troops, 
veterans, survivors, and families. 

Iraq will face significant challenges in the 
days ahead. But America has an interest in 
Iraqi security and stability, as with all of our 
friends and allies in the Middle East. So when 
Iraq encounters those challenges, it will do so 
as a sovereign nation, with America as its 
partner. 

f 

HONORING MR. MIKE BUNCH, DEP-
UTY COMMANDER OF THE JOINT 
MANUFACTURING AND TECH-
NOLOGY CENTER AT ROCK IS-
LAND ARSENAL 

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize the long, successful, 
and highly dedicated career of Mr. Mike 
Bunch, the Deputy Commander of the Joint 
Manufacturing and Technology Center, which 
is located at the Rock Island Arsenal. Mr. 
Bunch has served our country as an employee 
of the United States Army for over 34 years. 
A native of Moline, Illinois and a proud grad-
uate of Upper Iowa University, Mike followed 
his great-grandfather, grandfather, grand-
mother, mother, and father to work on the 
Rock Island Arsenal. His first job on the Island 
was as a second shift keypunch operator 
earning $3 an hour. Since then, he has 
worked on Rock Island Arsenal for all but 
three years of his adult life, even meeting his 
wife of 34 years, Julie, on the Island. 

During that time, Mike served with the Army 
Material Command, Information Systems 
Command, and the Army Corps of Engineers. 
He has dedicated his career to ensuring that 
our Soldiers have the equipment they need to 
safely carry out their missions. I have not met 
a person more dedicated to our Soldiers, the 
United States Army, or Rock Island Arsenal 
than Mike. His expertise has served the Joint 
Manufacturing and Technology Center and our 
nation exceedingly well, and I have often re-
lied on his years of knowledge and expertise 
in my work for the Rock Island Arsenal and 
our Soldiers. 

Mike is very humble and most likely would 
not admit this himself, but, while his retirement 
is well-deserved, it is also a significant loss to 
the Rock Island Arsenal. His commitment to 
the Arsenal and the work of the Joint Manu-
facturing and Technology Center to equip our 
troops is unparalleled. Whether it was during 
his time as a tool grinder at the Arsenal or his 
four years as Deputy Commander, his commit-
ment to producing nothing but top quality 
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equipment and carrying on the proud tradition 
of the Rock Island Arsenal has been dem-
onstrated in every position he has held. Under 
his leadership, production rates at the Arsenal 
have gone up, prices have been reduced, and 
the Arsenal was able to meet the needs of our 
troops more quickly. Fortunately, Mike’s retire-
ment is not the end of the family legacy on the 
Island his—son Ryan began as a pipe fitter at 
the Arsenal and currently works at Army Con-
tracting Command-Rock Island. 

On behalf of all of my constituents, I would 
like to thank Mike for his years of service to 
Rock Island Arsenal, the United States Army, 
and our nation. I know I join his colleagues, 
friends, and loved ones in wishing him well in 
his retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, due to a 
family medical issue, I was unable to cast the 
following votes. If I had been present, I would 
have voted as follows: 

Rollcall vote 913—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 914—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 915—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 916—I would have voted ‘‘no’’ 
Rollcall vote 925—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 926—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 927—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 928—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 929—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 930—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 931—I would have voted ‘‘no’’ 
Rollcall vote 932—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 933—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 934—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 935—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 937—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 938—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 939—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
Rollcall vote 940—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 

f 

COMMENDING TIME WARNER 
CABLE 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
mend Time Warner Cable for its dedication to 
keeping citizens informed about what is going 
on in Washington. The better informed our citi-
zens are, the better it is for our democracy. As 
our founding father Thomas Jefferson wrote in 
1789, ‘‘Whenever the people are well-in-
formed, they can be trusted with their own 
government.’’ 

At a time when news coverage budgets are 
being cut, I applaud Time Warner cable for ex-
panding their presence in Washington, DC 
with the opening of a new bureau. 

I have always been a champion for trans-
parency in government. News coverage is one 
of the ways that sunlight is shined into govern-
ment operation. This increased presence will 
lead to a more informed citizenry, and I con-
gratulate Time Warner Cable for making this 
investment in democracy. 

HONORING BILL BUCHANAN OF 
KSHN IN LIBRARY 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
share with all of you an American success 
story built on hard work and an overflowing 
community spirit. 

Bill Buchanan is one of the newest mem-
bers of the Texas Radio Hall of Fame. He got 
there the old fashioned way—he went to work 
everyday to keep his community both informed 
and entertained and his peers honored him for 
it. 

Let me tell you a bit about Bill. He didn’t get 
his start in Texas radio. He started making his 
way selling appliances in Kentucky and work-
ing part-time as a radio sports announcer and 
writing copy for the Indianapolis Star. 

He then packed his bags and headed south 
landing at KGTN in Georgetown, Texas where 
he started making a name for himself selling 
radio commercials. 

In 1977, he got the news that would change 
his life forever. He learned that a radio station 
was for sale in Liberty. He bought what was 
then KPXE and put down roots in Liberty. In 
the last nearly quarter century, he’s made the 
switch to the FM dial and kept providing Lib-
erty County with ‘‘music mixed with things that 
matter.’’ 

Engineering publications and even Readers 
Digest took note of the station’s ‘‘split-chan-
nel’’ innovations. 

Bill remains very hands on at KSHN and 
many people in Liberty still talk about how his 
coverage of The John Hebert Distributing Fire 
was heard around the world and how KSHN 
has been in lifeline in floods and Hurricanes 
Rita and Ike. 

Bill Buchanan and KSHN are a huge part of 
the community of Liberty. The Texas Radio 
Hall of Fame is lucky to have Bill Buchanan 
because he keeps local radio local by refusing 
to let his station be simply a jukebox. 

f 

STATEMENT BY CONGRESSMAN 
JOHN B. LARSON AND EULOGY 
DELIVERED BY SENATOR SHEL-
DON WHITEHOUSE HONORING 
THE LIFE OF GOVERNOR BRUCE 
SUNDLUN 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
Bruce Sundlun was a remarkable man and an 
outstanding public servant. His daughter Kara 
and son-in-law Dennis and their children are 
constituents of mine. I was fortunate to be 
chatting with Senator SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, 
who was recalling his life. Senator WHITE-
HOUSE delivered the eulogy for Governor 
Sundlun, and on behalf of Congressman JIM 
LANGEVIN and DAVID CICILLINE, it is my honor 
as Democratic Caucus Chair to submit these 
thoughtful and poignant remarks for the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

EULOGY FOR GOVERNOR BRUCE SUNDLUN AS 
DELIVERED BY U.S. SENATOR SHELDON WHITEHOUSE 
What a man. What a life. 

Bruce Sundlun’s accomplishments—as a 
record-breaking athlete, as a resourceful war 
hero, as a superb lawyer, as a successful 
business entrepreneur, and as political leader 
of our state—would each on their own be sig-
nificant. You could probably write a book 
about each. Together, packed all into one en-
ergetic life, it makes Bruce Sundlun one of 
the most accomplished and remarkable men 
in our state’s history. 

And that’s not even counting five mar-
riages, four children, three unsuccessful runs 
for governor, two dead raccoons, and one 
long escape on the loose, behind enemy lines. 

There’s really just no way to fit it all in. 
Let me step into my role as a Sundlun 

staffer, and ask you to think just of his brief 
four years as governor. Hit (on Day One of 
his administration) by an unprecedented 
bank failure affecting 300,000 Rhode Island-
ers, AND by the worst budget deficit in state 
history, AND by an implosion of the state’s 
entire worker’s compensation system, AND 
with the urgent need to restore ethics in 
government, Bruce was the man for that mo-
ment, and swung into his customary decisive 
action. 

The budget was promptly and fairly bal-
anced and the whole budget process im-
proved. 

Inventive solutions to repay the depositors 
and clean up the RISDIC mess were found 
and implemented, and those at fault were 
made to pay—over a hundred million dollars. 

His worker’s compensation reform moved 
the state from an embarrassment to a model, 
moving what was then the business commu-
nity’s worst problem completely off the 
problem list for now going on 20 years. 

As a problem solver, he had no peer. 
And that alone would be pretty extraor-

dinary. But there was that ethics gap. So 
Bruce wrote Executive Order 91–One, the eth-
ics executive order that succeeding gov-
ernors renewed virtually unchanged. He re-
formed our Ethics Commission. He changed 
the way we appoint judges, to reduce the pol-
itics. He changed the way we fund elections, 
with a public finance plan and donor limits. 
Through an intense storm of legal and polit-
ical opposition, he opened up the pension 
records; putting an end forever to backroom 
special pension bills. He got our State Police 
nationally accredited. 

He even cleaned up the Capitol literally! 
All that was extraordinary—but still not 

enough. 
In the worst economic times the state had 

seen since the Depression, with a shrinking 
budget, he decided to extend universal health 
care to children—and started the program 
that became Rite Care. Against immense op-
position, he built our new airport terminal. 
He embarked on the Westin Hotel, the Con-
vention Center, and the Providence Place 
Mall. He finished the Jamestown Bridge and 
built the Expressway. And even that’s not 
the end of it. 

It was an amazing burst of activity. I will 
bet that almost every Rhode Islander, al-
most every day, is somehow touched by 
something Governor Sundlun did. 

And through it all, he drove his staff crazy. 
He was irrepressible, impatient, imperial, 
unscriptable, combative, frustrating, willful, 
constantly threw caution to the winds, im-
possible to keep up with—he drove us nuts. 

And we loved him. 
We loved him because he was bold and 

brave, and was warm-hearted and trusting 
and generous, and because he was willing to 
throw caution to the winds to do what was 
right. We loved him because he never once 
had us make excuses or try to shift the 
blame. 

That was not his style. ‘‘Never complain; 
never explain.’’ 

We all remember his Bruce-isms: 
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‘‘Always touch base with those concerned 

before taking action.’’ 
‘‘How fast would you get it done if the Rus-

sians were in South Attleboro?’’ 
‘‘When you’ve won, stop talking, close 

your briefcase and leave.’’ 
‘‘Message to Garcia.’’ 
‘‘Who, what, where, when; don’t bother me 

with why.’’ 
The phone calls, at all hours, that began 

with no ‘‘hello’’ and ended with dial tone. 
The road shows known to his staff as 

‘‘Dome on the Roam’’, or more precisely, 
‘‘Bruce on the Loose.’’ 

And sometimes just that big foxy grin. 
We saw that his qualities of friendship and 

loyalty had an almost physical force; that he 
had your back even if you made mistakes (no 
one ever was thrown under the bus); and that 
he was a better friend the more the chips 
were down. 

Politics is full of fair weather friends; 
Bruce Sundlun was your stormy weather 
friend. Politics is full of people who take 
tiny cautious steps with their finger up con-
stantly testing the winds; Bruce stepped 
boldly down the path he thought was right, 
even if that meant stepping right in it. 

People wonder what lives on after they die. 
Well, Bruce, we do. And every one of us has 
been changed: made better, and stronger, 
harder-working and more resourceful, by 
your vibrant elemental force in our lives. 

We’ve gone on to be judges and lawyers, to 
run state and federal agencies, to become 
Senators and councilmen and Lieutenant 
Governors, banking leaders and senior part-
ners in national accounting firms, but none 
of us ever will be more proud of anything 
than the simple title: ‘‘I was a Sundlun staff-
er.’’ 

Soozie and Marjorie, Tracey and Stuart 
and Peter and Kara: Thank you. Thank you 
for sharing your husband and father with our 
state. For those who loved and were changed 
by him, I thank you. For those who knew 
and were touched by him, I thank you. And 
for those who never knew him directly, but 
whose lives are better today because of what 
he did, I thank you. 

As I close, I want to take you back to a 
scene from that wonderful movie I saw as a 
kid, ‘‘To Kill A Mockingbird.’’ As you’ll re-
call, Atticus Finch takes on the courageous 
but unpopular defense of a black man wrong-
fully accused of rape. At the end of the trial, 
Atticus’s daughter Scout—proper name Jean 
Louise—is up in the gallery of the court-
room, with the black townspeople, who 
aren’t allowed down on the regular court-
room floor. The courtroom floor empties, but 
they remain, and slowly stand. As Atticus 
packs his papers together, closes his bag, and 
walks out, an elderly man leans down to the 
little girl and says, ‘‘Stand up, Miss Jean 
Louise. Your father’s passing.’’ 

At the end of this service, as Bruce is 
taken to his gravesite after 91 years of a life 
well and fully lived, we will all stand up. And 
rightly so. A governor will be passing. 

f 

FELLOWSHIPS FOR UNDER-
GRADUATE TRAINING AND USE-
FUL RESEARCH IN ENERGY-RE-
LATED SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 
ENGINEERING, AND MATHE-
MATICS FIELDS ACT OF 2011 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duced the FUTURE STEM Act. This legislation 

will give undergraduate students opportunities 
to expand both the breadth and depth of their 
education in multidisciplinary science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math (STEM) fields 
in real world research settings from National 
Labs to businesses. An American workforce 
that is highly skilled in STEM fields is nec-
essary for the United States’ economic com-
petitiveness and job creation in innovative in-
dustries. 

Industries that drive Washington state and 
our nation’s economy, such as health care, 
biotechnology, information technology, manu-
facturing, aerospace, transportation, construc-
tion, and energy efficiency and clean tech-
nology, all need career-ready STEM-trained 
graduates to remain competitive and cutting- 
edge. In fact, workforce projections for 2014 
by the U.S. Department of Labor show that 15 
of the 20 fastest growing occupations require 
significant science or mathematics training to 
successfully compete for a job. Yet, despite 
our high unemployment rate, the U.S. is falling 
behind in STEM graduates and many of these 
job openings are not being filled by American 
workers. The U.S. Department of Education 
reports that America now ranks 20th inter-
nationally in our share of graduate degrees 
awarded in engineering, computer science, 
and mathematics. 

We need focused programs to ensure that 
the next generation of high-tech workers is 
prepared to enter the strongest STEM-related 
industries in Washington state and across the 
nation. The FUTURE STEM Act seeks to ad-
dress these problems by exposing students to 
STEM fields as undergraduates, getting young 
people early experience in professional set-
tings. 

The FUTURE STEM Act establishes a pilot 
undergraduate student fellowship program to 
award competitive grants to partner institutions 
to provide student work experience that will 
overall improve education and training in sup-
port of STEM fields. Under the grants, stu-
dents will engage in a 10-week fellowship and 
be placed in real research settings at commu-
nity colleges, universities, businesses, Na-
tional Laboratories, and other research set-
tings. The fellowships will pay $4,500 to the 
student for a ten-week project, plus up to 
$2,000 reimbursement for housing and travel 
expenses. An additional $3,500 per project is 
reserved for equipment, instrumentation, and 
other educational and training materials need-
ed for the project; supporting outreach efforts 
to recruit students; encouraging collaboration 
between government, industry, and academic 
partners; and assessing the activities funded 
under the Act. These allowances are on par 
with existing fellowship programs. 

Industries such as aerospace, solar power, 
and advanced biofuels would be eligible to 
compete to host STEM students in the pilot 
program. In Washington state, students could 
be employed at Boeing, Washington State 
University, Everett Community College, Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL), or at 
countless other locations. PNNL’s Energy and 
Environment Division currently employs some 
undergraduate and community college stu-
dents as interns and I am told that they would 
be eager to employ more under the program 
created by this Act. 

All of America’s students deserve the oppor-
tunity to pursue a STEM career. According to 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, STEM 
fields are expected to add 2.7 million new jobs 

by 2018, yet women and minorities are vastly 
underrepresented in those fields. In a survey 
of female and minority chemists and chemical 
engineers, 77 percent said significant numbers 
of women and minorities are missing from the 
U.S. STEM workforce because ‘‘they were not 
identified, encouraged or nurtured to pursue 
STEM studies early on.’’ For that reason, this 
legislation will give preference to students 
from groups that have been historically under-
represented in STEM fields. 

It is crucial that we support, promote, and 
encourage students to pursue pathways to-
ward careers in STEM fields. The FUTURE 
STEM Act will facilitate an overall improve-
ment in STEM education and help prepare our 
nation’s students for a high-tech future, while 
helping to maintain and improve our global ex-
cellence in science and technology. I urge my 
colleagues to support this legislation, which 
will help to ensure America has the high- 
skilled STEM workforce that is necessary to 
increase our global competitiveness. 

f 

REMEMBERING AND HONORING 
OFFICER PETER FIGOSKI 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to recognize and honor New York Police 
Officer Peter Figoski, who made the ultimate 
sacrifice on December 12th. Peter Figoski will 
be remembered as a man of service to his 
country. A 12-time decorated NYPD veteran 
from West Babylon, Officer Figoski was a lov-
ing father to four daughters and a respected 
member of his community. There is no ques-
tion that he will be greatly missed by the New 
York police community and by the many oth-
ers he touched. The 200 officers that lined up 
outside the Jamaica Hospital Medical Center 
to salute their fallen colleague is a true testa-
ment to that. I am proud that Officer Figoski 
was my constituent. 

As the son of a New York police officer, I 
understand the selfless and vital role played 
by our first responders. They put their lives on 
the line day in and day out to keep us safe. 
My thoughts and prayers are with the family 
and loved ones of Officer Figoski. In closing, 
I would also like to commend his partner, Offi-
cer Glenn Estrada, for risking his life to bring 
the killer to justice. I yield back. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, on Monday, December 12, 2010, 
I requested and received a leave of absence 
for the rest of the week. 

For the information of our colleagues and 
my constituents, below is how I would have 
voted on the following vote I missed during 
this time period. 

On rollcall 927, To strengthen Iran sanctions 
laws for the purpose of compelling Iran to 
abandon its pursuit of nuclear weapons and 
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other threatening activities, and for other pur-
poses, I would have voted ‘‘present.’’ 

On rollcall 928, To provide for the applica-
tion of measures to foreign persons who trans-
fer to Iran, North Korea, and Syria certain 
goods, services, or technology, and for other 
purposes, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall 929, To award Congressional 
Gold Medals in honor of the men and women 
who perished as a result of the terrorist at-
tacks on the United States on September 11, 
2001, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall 930, To designate the property 
between the United States Federal Court-
house and the Ed Jones Building located at 
109 South Highland Avenue in Jackson, Ten-
nessee, as the ‘‘M.D. Anderson Plaza’’ and to 
authorize the placement of a historical/identi-
fication marker on the grounds recognizing the 
achievements and philanthropy, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall 931, To authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2012 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall 932, To authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2012 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 933, On Approving the Journal, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 934, To require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in commemoration 
of the 225th anniversary of the establishment 
of the Nation’s first Federal law enforcement 
agency, the United States Marshals Service, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall 935, To ensure public access to 
the summit of Rattlesnake Mountain in the 
Hanford Reach National Monument for edu-
cational, recreational, historical, scientific, cul-
tural, and other purposes, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall 936, To provide for the convey-
ance of certain property from the United 
States to the Maniilaq Association located in 
Kotzebue, Alaska, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall 937, On Ordering the Previous 
Question, providing for consideration of the 
conference report to accompany H.R. 2055, 
Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies Appropriations for FY 2012; I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 938, On Agreeing to the Resolu-
tion, providing for consideration of the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 2055, Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies Appropriations for FY 2012; I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 939, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Concur in the Senate Amendment, 
Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2012; I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall 940, To provide for the exchange 
of certain land located in the Arapaho-Roo-
sevelt National Forests in the State of Colo-
rado; I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall 941, On Agreeing to the Con-
ference Report, Making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs; I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall 942, Directing the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives to make corrections 

in the enrollment of H.R. 3672; I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 943, On Passage, Making appro-
priations for disaster relief requirements for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2012; I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

I ask unanimous consent that my statement 
appear in the RECORD. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KELLY MEARS, 
ADRIAN PARSONS, SAM JEWLER, 
AND JOE GRAY WHO ARE EN-
GAGED IN A HUNGER STRIKE 
FOR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
VOTING RIGHTS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to recog-
nize the extraordinary dedication of four young 
people who are engaged in a hunger strike for 
District of Columbia voting rights, budget au-
tonomy and legislative autonomy, an unprece-
dented step in the District’s 210-year struggle 
for equal citizenship. D.C. residents Kelly 
Mears, Adrian Parsons, and Sam Jewler, in 
the tradition of Mahatma Gandhi, began their 
hunger strike on December 8, and were joined 
the next day by Joe Gray, a Maryland resi-
dent. Unfortunately, this unusual journey 
ended for one of the strikers, twenty-four-year- 
old Kelly Mears, who was unable to continue 
with the three other strikers due to medical 
complications. The four visited members of 
Congress during the final days of negotiation 
on the fiscal year 2012 appropriations bills, 
and as the District government faced a pos-
sible shutdown over a federal spending bill 
and payroll tax fight. The hunger strikers have 
written a declaration of grievances. They are 
asking members of Congress to find ways to 
show solidarity with them. Representative 
KEITH ELLISON of Minnesota came to the floor 
during my special order on the shutdown 
threat and the spending bill’s prohibition on 
the District’s use of its local funds for abor-
tions for low-income women. We are grateful 
to Representative ELLISON for reading the dec-
laration of the hunger strikers into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, and for his decision to 
abstain from food and water for 24 hours in 
solidarity with them. Since the fiscal year 2011 
spending deal was announced in April 2011, 
which prohibited the District from spending its 
local funds on abortion services for low-in-
come women, 72 people, including D.C. 
Mayor Vincent Gray and D.C. Council mem-
bers, have been arrested for acts of civil dis-
obedience in protest of the treatment of D.C. 
residents as second-class citizens. However, 
the D.C. hunger strikers will always be re-
membered as a special inspiration and for a 
special sacrifice. It is a sacrifice we had no 
right to ask for. Even now, we ask these 
young people not to endanger their health. 
They have been heard. We will never forget 
them. I ask the House to join me in honoring 
Kelly Mears, Adrian Parsons, Sam Jewler, and 
Joe Gray. 

STATEMENT BY CONGRESSMAN 
JOHN B. LARSON AND EULOGY 
DELIVERED BY HIS SON, THOM-
AS S. BRENNAN, HONORING THE 
LIFE OF JUDGE JOHN D. BREN-
NAN 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. John Brennan 
was a venerated citizen of my hometown, East 
Hartford. He served his country, his state, and 
his community in several elected, appointed, 
and volunteer positions; most recently he pre-
sided as a Judge where he served until he 
was 93, and did so with vigor, and a sense of 
humor. Growing up in East Hartford when 
you’re poor John Brennan, if you were type 
casting, you’d say he looked like Henry 
Fonda, and we along with his beautiful wife 
Mary, raised four children, Susan, Jack, Peter, 
and Tome, all of who I was fortunate to know, 
and know how devoted to their father they are. 
At his funeral service it was his youngest son 
Tom, who gave the eulogy on behalf of the 
family, there is so much I could say about 
John Brennan, he commanded blind respect 
and rightfully so. Nothing I could say however 
captures the feeling, the sentiment, the public 
servant, and the father as Tom Brennan’s re-
marks on his father that follows. 

EULOGY HONORING THE LIFE OF JUDGE JOHN 
D. BRENNAN 

(By Thomas S. Brennan) 
First of all I’d like to thank everyone for 

coming to join our family today. I know how 
absolutely thrilled my father would be to see 
all of you here, even though I know also that 
he was a little disappointed to have only 
made it to the age of 94, when he was still in 
his youthful prime with so much left to be 
done. But in many ways he almost was still 
in his prime, and I think that said a lot 
about how he lived his life—he never lost his 
youthful enthusiasm and he had a genuine 
appreciation for whatever the moment of-
fered. He was someone who from the begin-
ning was endowed with many gifts and he 
made use of those gifts in a variety of arenas 
throughout his life. 

My father often described his childhood 
growing up in East Hartford of the 1920s as 
an almost idyllic ‘‘Huck Finn’’ sort of exist-
ence—kids running free playing baseball 
down in the meadows, riding a rope swing 
into the Connecticut River or racing carrier 
pigeons that neighborhood kids would keep 
in backyard coops. Like many of the Irish 
back then, his father worked on the trains 
and would release the carrier pigeons when 
he was way down the lone toward New York. 
In that era, those pigeons making their way 
home might very well have sailed past Yan-
kee Stadium when Babe Ruth was slugging a 
home run, or over houses where families 
were gathering around a radio waiting for 
FDR to speak, before circling down over the 
farms and tobacco fields that once sur-
rounded this town. It was a simple working 
class world and he grew up during the De-
pression, so there wasn’t any choice then but 
to make the most out of whatever you were 
lucky enough to have. 

The arrival of World War II took him far 
away from the innocent small town life and 
it became one of the defining experiences of 
his life. The world was suddenly opened wide 
and he was thrilled to be riding on the tide 
of history. And of course, to hear him tell it, 
it was one giant adventure—we never knew 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 07:20 Dec 17, 2011 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A16DE8.049 E16DEPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

6S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E2307 December 16, 2011 
war could be so much fun. He especially 
loved to tell us old stories of how he and his 
Army buddies played pranks on one another 
all the way across the Pacific but there was 
one story in particular I always liked: It was 
right after the war had ended and he was on 
an island off of South Korea where he had 
been assigned to accept the transfer of all 
Japanese back to Japan. It just so happened 
that there had been a tailor who had worked 
on the island for the previous 40 years who 
was originally Japanese and so his family 
was extremely upset that he was being 
forced to completely uproot everything. My 
father had ordered him to bring all his 
things in a suitcase and be on the dock ready 
to leave the next morning. When the ap-
pointed hour arrived, he saw that practically 
the whole town had come out to bid goodbye 
to the old tailor, nearly all of them in tears. 
So he looked around for a minute, gathered 
in the scene and then called the tailor for-
ward before the crowd and announced to ev-
eryone (in his best gruff military voice): 
‘‘You are free to stay’’ at which point the en-
tire town erupted in chaotic celebration, 
they lifted my father up and carried him 
through the streets on their shoulders. To 
me, that moment expressed something essen-
tial about him—that he felt pretty instinc-
tively that a certain humanity and practi-
cality should determine a decisions, rather 
than blind adherence to some order from 
headquarters. And also that though he could 
have a tough exterior, it wasn’t very hard to 
penetrate beyond it and ultimately he al-
ways was guided by a very innate sense of 
fairness. 

After the war, he returned home to East 
Hartford and remained there for the rest of 
his life. He practiced law, built a family, be-
came involved in local politics, was elected 
Mayor and later appointed as a judge in the 
Connecticut Superior Court. Many of you 
here today knew him through the variety of 
activities that evolved out of his many years 
of public life in town. In East Hartford, he 
was in his element, he flourished and he 
never wanted to live anywhere else. 

Long before we had Google to research any 
topic or answer any question, there was John 
Brennan. And when you spoke to him, you 
were instantly transported back over a re-
markable span of history by someone who 
could remember all the details and bring the 
back to life—in fact, you were actually talk-
ing to someone who remembered speaking to 
veterans of the Civil War. He was renowned 
for his ability to recall little known histor-
ical facts and had immediate access to a 
treasure trove of information that he would 
eagerly dispense on subjects as diverse as the 
dates of the major battles of the Boer Wars 
or the work of some obscure German poet. 
But despite his ability in this arena, it was 
always balanced with a pronounced disregard 
for anything that smacked of ‘‘unnecessary 
pretense’’ or ‘‘excess’’, which perhaps ex-
plained his lifetime loyalty to Maxwell 
House coffee, Prell shampoo, and $5 sun-
glasses. In fact, my sister reminded me yes-
terday that he was perfectly happy to drive 
his Buick into the ground, much to the dis-
may of the salesman down at Dworin Chev-
rolet, of course. And always, no matter how 
distinguished his career in the law may have 
been or how adept he was with the life of the 
mind, he took a certain pleasure in making 
fun of himself too, as if he were really just a 
regular guy. So if I were to say now that he 
had an ‘‘indefatigable’’ spirit, he would feign 
an innocent look, lean forward helpfully and 
add ‘‘tireless too’’. As if he didn’t know what 
the word meant. It was one of his favorite 
jokes and in fact I have since stolen it for 
myself. 

He reached mandatory retirement as a Su-
perior Court judge in 1986 and then continued 

to work for another 24 years—almost a full 
career for some people. He loved being over 
at the courthouse in the middle of the ac-
tion, surrounded by the friends and comforts 
of his profession and he showed little sign of 
stopping, right up to the age of 93. So we 
knew it was trouble when the day finally 
came that he said he didn’t want to go to 
work anymore. 

Yet even near the end of his life, when he 
was going through radiation treatments, his 
face could light up at the sight of a simple 
cup of chowder that my sister might bring 
over to the hospital for him. Or he would 
shuffle outside to the hospital parking lot, 
take a sip out of a flask of bourbon that my 
brother had smuggled in, look around and 
say ‘‘Isn’t this the life!’’ And he really meant 
it. That was his rare gift—to be able to genu-
inely appreciate and make the most of what-
ever the moment held and still find an upside 
to it. If you asked him how he was feeling, 
he’d say ‘‘Raring to go!’’ and it really wasn’t 
much of an exaggeration. And his amazing 
work ethic refused to quit. Just a few weeks 
ago, he woke up from a nap and asked my 
sister Suzie where he was and what day it 
was. So she told him, it’s Wednesday and 
you’re at home’’. He sounded absolutely 
aghast in his response: ‘‘Home? What am I 
doing home in the middle of the week—I’m 
supposed to be at work!’’ In a way, he was 
kind of like one of those characters from an 
old John Wayne movie that you just couldn’t 
keep down, where even after being hit with 
100 rounds from the enemy, he would still 
somehow stagger back to throw that one de-
cisive final grenade. 

So today we lay to final rest an old soldier 
who embraced battle and celebration with 
equal relish, who demonstrated that he could 
not just endure, but do it with ‘‘pizzazz’’ and 
certainly for far longer than we had any 
right to ask for. It was once said, by the 
Civil War veteran and Supreme Court Jus-
tice Oliver Wendall Holmes, that ‘‘to act 
with enthusiasm and faith is the condition 
for acting greatly’’. To our father and your 
friend, we can now rightfully say without 
hesitation: you met that test—mission ac-
complished. Of course we will miss you 
greatly, but you had one heck of a run and 
we’re really very grateful and proud of that. 
And so we promise to pass along your sense 
of humor, to keep telling our favorite stories 
about you and to still be toasting you at 
some cocktail hour far into the future with 
warm memories to always keep you very 
much alive in our hearts. 

f 

STATEMENT ON THE SCHRADER 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 10, THE 
REINS ACT 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in oppo-
sition to the Schrader amendment to H.R. 10, 
the REINS Act. The REINS Act makes certain 
regulations that protect American priorities like 
public health, our economy, and workers’ 
rights, extraordinarily difficult to enact by re-
quiring Congressional approval even though 
Congress already has the power to disapprove 
any regulation. The Schrader Act further hob-
bles regulatory efforts by requiring an addi-
tional cost-benefit analysis, which is heavily bi-
ased against regulations which protect things 
that are not usually monetized like clean air, 
clean water, and public health protections. I 
could not support it. 

HONORING DAVID LONG 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the lengthy public service career of 
David Long, Chief of the Norwich Township 
Fire Department. David Long has served the 
Hilliard, Ohio community as a member of its 
fire department for 36 years, serving more 
than 7 years as Chief of the department. 

Born and raised in the Hilliard area, David 
joined the Norwich Township Fire Department 
in 1975 as a part-time firefighter. On Sep-
tember 9, 1976 he earned a full-time position 
from which he moved up the ranks, becoming 
a lieutenant on July 1, 1984, Assistant Chief 
on April 1, 1996, and finally Chief of the de-
partment on April 2, 2004. He is a certified 
paramedic, fire instructor, and fire inspector. 

David Long has played a critical role in 
keeping the Hilliard community safe for more 
than three and a half decades. He has literally 
run into burning buildings to protect his neigh-
bors. David’s willingness to put his own life at 
risk in service to others is truly inspiring and 
exemplifies the courage that makes America 
great. 

As Chief, David has led the department dur-
ing an important time for the community and 
has presided over some major departmental 
milestones, including relocating the depart-
ment to the Hilliard Joint Safety Services 
Building. David has been a sound and stable 
leader, admired both by his firefighters and the 
community at large. 

Chief David Long has touched many lives 
and inspired others to service at this critical 
time in our history when we need dedicated 
public servants the most. I thank David for all 
that he has done for the Hilliard community 
and congratulate him on concluding an im-
pressive and inspiring career. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
CAPTAIN ERWIN J. KORCZYNSKI 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life of Captain Erwin J. 
Korczynski, a Chicago native whose contribu-
tions to our country should not be forgotten. 
Mr. Korczynski passed away in January of 
2011, but his impact on the nation and those 
who knew him will last forever. 

Erwin Korczynski was a quintessential 
American. Born and raised with his twin broth-
er in Chicago, Illinois, Mr. Korczynski’s youth 
was busy: he was an avid boy scout, marched 
with the Chicago Cavaliers Drum and Bugle 
Corps and was a competitive member of his 
high school’s Track and Field team. 

After high school he pursued the priesthood, 
but in 1963, Erwin felt a need to serve his 
country directly, and enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps. He served with the Ma-
rine Attack Squadron, VMA 131. While in the 
Marine Corps, he had moved up the ranks 
and attained the rank of Sergeant before he 
was honorably discharged in 1969. 
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After spending several years of his life in 

the Marines, Mr. Korczynski became a civilian 
airline pilot. He flew for a number of different 
airlines over the years, logging hundreds of 
hours aloft as he piloted aircraft between six 
different continents. 

In 1990, Captain Korczynski was drawn to 
again serve his country. He volunteered to 
serve with the Civil Reserve Air Fleet and was 
sent to the Persian Gulf. Mr. Korczynski sub-
sequently commanded twenty-five Civil Re-
serve Air Fleet missions during Operation 
Desert Storm. 

Mr. Korczynski’s selfless actions on behalf 
of this nation make him a true citizen soldier, 
following in the footsteps of our nation’s min-
utemen. His bravery and self sacrifice have 
earned him not only my admiration, but the 
admiration of the American people. 

In his later years, Captain Korczynski’s pas-
sion for flight did not wane. While he was un-
able to continue flying commercial aircraft after 
age sixty, Captain Korczynski remained able 
and active, training future pilots and instilling 
the knowledge and wisdom earned through his 
decades of pilot experience. 

Captain Erwin Korczynski lived an honor-
able life, and he contributed much to the com-

mon good. On behalf of a grateful nation, I 
want to express our thanks for his life of serv-
ice. 

f 

HONORING LARRY GALLA OF K- 
STAR IN CONROE 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
share with America something very good 
about America—a true blue American success 
story in a cowboy hat and boots—my friend, 
Larry Galla, one of the newest members of the 
Texas Radio Hall of Fame. 

When Larry opens up the microphone, you 
know magic is about to happen. Not the flashy 
magic of a Vegas stage show, but the magic 
of listening to an old friend spin yarns and 
records without skipping a beat. Larry’s magic 
is in making all of us feel right at home. 

But, to many stars in the country music 
scene, praise from Larry is a different kind of 
magic. It’s the kind of magic that turns ordi-

nary records into gold records and musicians 
into stars. 

Larry Galla has been a staple on the Hous-
ton area airwaves for nearly four decades 
making the leap to Houston—a top 10 radio 
market. 

After spending nearly half his career at 
KIKR, Larry returned to Conroe and his roots 
at K-Star where he gets to share the micro-
phone with another Hall of Famer, Mary 
McCoy. 

Conroe has celebrated with a Larry Galla 
Day, but it’s time the rest of the country knew 
Larry’s name as well as some of the great leg-
ends of country music do. 

From Johnny Cash to Ernest Tubb to 
George Strait and Billy Currington, when Larry 
plays their songs, people listen. When Larry 
interviews an artist, we all learn a lot more 
about the music Texans love to sing along to, 
because to Larry, it’s the sound music makes 
over the radiowaves that matters the most and 
his dedication to the music is second to none. 

That’s why so many musicians have asked 
him to take the stage with them over the 
years. Today, the spotlight is all on Larry. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 07:14 Dec 17, 2011 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A16DE8.055 E16DEPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

6S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2011-12-17T08:23:27-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




