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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING FARMINGDALE STATE
COLLEGE’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Farmingdale State College’s 100th year
anniversary.

Based in Farmingdale on Long Island and
part of the world-class State University of New
York system, Farmingdale State College has
served an integral role on Long Island since
its opening in 1912. Beginning as a school of
applied agriculture, it has always been com-
mitted to providing students with the skills
needed to succeed in the economy of the time
paired with a solid academic education.

In fact, | was supportive of Farmingdale
State College’s successful effort to create a
Green Building Institute to make Long Island a
hub of innovation, job creation, and manufac-
turing, and its work to deploy buildings that re-
duce or eliminate those structures’ impact on
the environment. The program is just one of
the initiatives putting Farmingdale State at the
forefront of developing technology and prac-
tices to reduce America’s dependence on for-
eign oil. As co-founder and co-chair of the
Sustainable Energy and Environment Coalition
(SEEC), | work to advance policies that pro-
mote clean energy innovation and domestic
manufacturing, and | am proud that Farming-
dale State is working to advance those prior-
ities as well. | look forward to seeing what stu-
dents and professors at the college will de-
velop next.

Farmingdale State College is a highly
ranked and affordable public institution and
will continue to play a pivotal role in Long Is-
land’s higher education and economy for
years to come. Applicants and enrollees grow
every year and include returning veterans, and
| am honored to have such a distinguished in-
stitution in my district cultivating tomorrow’s
leaders and problem solvers. | am excited to
see what successes will come in the next 100
years.

——
CASTLE HILLS® PROCLAMATION
FOR  “GENOCIDE AWARENESS

AND PREVENTION MONTH

HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to recognize the City of Castle Hills, Texas
and mayor Bruce Smiley-Kaliff for proclaiming
April as “Genocide Awareness and Preven-
tion” month. The City of Castle Hills supports
the Texas Holocaust and Genocide Commis-
sion and its dedication to ensure that individ-

uals and communities have access to informa-
tion about the history of genocide. The City of
Castle Hills joins with the Texas State Legisla-
ture in emphasizing the need to heighten pub-
lic awareness of genocide and to honor vic-
tims and those touched by genocide as a re-
minder to practice vigilance in protecting
human rights. Mayor Smiley-Kaliff signed this
proclamation on March 13, 2012.

WOODLAWN CHAMPIONS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Woodlawn High School Cardinals
boys’ basketball team, winners of the 2012
IHSA Class 1A State Championship.

After a successful 27-5 season, the Car-
dinals entered this year’s tournament, where
they defeated the Winnetka Raiders to ad-
vance to the championship game against the
Carrollton Hawks. In a closely fought match,
the Cardinals came from behind in the fourth
quarter to defeat the Hawks by a margin of
48-45 and earn their school the first state
basketball championship in its history.

My congratulations go to Head Coach
Shane Witzel and Assistant Coach Scott
Owens and the dedicated players of the 2012
State Champion Woodlawn Cardinals team:
Ty Coleman, Jayson Hapeman, Kris Harlow,
Christian Hollenkamp, Logan Issac, Matt Ken-
nedy, Gabe Owens, Brendan Petersen, Chase
Phelps, Ryan Richardson, Jake Robinson,
Bryson Sanders, A.J. Webb, and Logan
Wollerman.

These student-athletes have made their
community proud and have represented
Woodlawn honorably. | congratulate them on
their championship and wish them the best of
luck next season.

RECOGNIZING PROFESSOR
KENNETH C. FUGELSANG

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
Professor Kenneth C. Fugelsang on the occa-
sion of his retirement from California State
University, Fresno. Professor Fugelsang
served the university as an Enology professor
for 40 years and as University Winemaster for
the award-winning Fresno State Winery. The
Viticulture and Enology Department at Fresno
State is a one-of-a-kind, world renowned pro-
gram, which serves approximately 200 stu-
dents every year.

A proud product of the California State Uni-
versity system, Professor Fugelsang earned
his bachelors and master's degrees from
Fresno State. He then furthered his education
at the University of California, Davis where he
was a visiting research scholar.

Since 1971, Professor Fugelsang has
served the university in a number of capac-
ities. In every one of his endeavors, he has
been instrumental in ensuring the success of
Fresno State students, as well as the grape
and wine industry.

His impact on the grape and wine industry
has been paramount. He is recognized as one
of the world’s leading experts on
Brettanomyces—spoilage yeast that grows on
grapes and in wineries. Recognizing his ex-
pertise, his colleagues have trusted him to co-
ordinate and present at a number of regional,
national, and international conferences.

Professor Fugelsang’s guidance has contin-
ually been an asset to his students, many of
whom have gone on to win acclaim in their
own right. In 1997, he helped establish the
commercial winery at Fresno State. The win-
ery has the distinction of being the first bond-
ed winery on a university campus in the
United States. Operated by students, the Fres-
no State Winery produces almost 10,000
cases a year, including wine cultivated from
the university campus farm. His students con-
sistently received real-world, hands-on experi-
ence, which led them to be job-ready upon
graduation. Professor Fugelsang has always
worked to provide the best for his students
throughout his career. He secured donations
exceeding $2 million in facilities, equipment,
supplies, grapes, and technical services that
have helped students directly.

In 2011, Professor Fugelsang was conferred
professor emeritus status. During his impres-
sive career, he published more than 150 tech-
nical papers, 18 books, and made editorial
contributions to domestic and international
journals. Additionally, he was the recipient of
nearly 50 research grants, amounting to ap-
proximately $5 million.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in  recognizing Professor Kenneth C.
Fugelsang for his meaningful contributions to
our Valley and Fresno State students. His leg-
acy will live on for years to come, through the
success of his students, tomorrow’s
winemakers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT L. TURNER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. TURNER of New York. Mr. Speaker, on
rolicall No. 111, | was returning to Wash-
ington, DC, from my district in New York. As
| was in transit at the time of the rollcall, | was
unable to vote. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea.”

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MURRAY LENDER

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with the
heaviest of hearts that | rise today to pay trib-
ute to the life and legacy of one of our com-
munity’s most outstanding entrepreneurs and
my dear friend, Murray Lender, who we lost
on March 21st at the age of eighty-one. A
bagel baker, food executive and philanthropist,
who helped bring the bagel to kitchens across
the nation, Murray was a close friend and |
was deeply saddened to learn of his passing.
Murray never forgot his roots and humble be-
ginnings in New Haven while he worked to
foster good will and humanitarianism. He was
a special person and leader, part of a special
family that takes care of each other, bringing
jobs to networks of friends and serving the
larger community.

Along with his two brothers, Marvin and
Sam, Murray turned the dream of “bagelizing”
America into a reality through the process of
freezing the bagel, which the family pioneered
in the early 1960s. Murray, who began count-
ing bagels in the family’s backyard bakery be-
fore he was eleven, became a food marketing
innovator. He took what was formerly only an
ethnic product and made it a national staple,
available to all. In 1963, Lender’s introduced a
branded retail pack of frozen bagels. Murray
saw frozen foods, which was a new category
of products, as an opportunity for greater dis-
tribution and expanding the market to new
users.

Free publicity was also a key to their suc-
cess. Murray could be seen presenting a life-
sized bagel on the Tonight Show to Johnny
Carson, or on Capitol Hill presenting Tip
O’Neill with a giant green bagel on St. Pat-
rick's Day. Whether in animated form, or live,
lying on the bread shelf in the supermarket,
there wasn’t much that Murray wouldn’t do to
sell his product. Lender’'s Bagels was sold to
Kraft food in 1985, but Murray remained with
the company to continue his work as spokes-
man.

Murray was forever passionate about the
concept of frozen foods and became involved
in all associations directed at strengthening its
image. He was Chairman of the National Fro-
zen Food Association, NFFA, as well as the
chairman of the 50th Anniversary of Frozen
Foods, a national promotion staged in 1980.
He pioneered and co-chaired the first National
Frozen Food Month in March of 1984, an in-
dustry wide month of promotional retail and
foodservice activity among frozen food manu-
facturers. Murray would never go a day
dressed without a penguin—the frozen food
marketing symbol—whether it be a tie, a pin,
socks or a hat. He was recognized by this in-
dustry with numerous awards throughout his
lifetime.

In more recent years, Murray directed his
focus toward philanthropic work. His energy
and creative thinking had a major impact on
anything he undertook, particularly in his
hometown of New Haven. Active in both the
local Jewish community, as well as his Alma
Mater, Quinnipiac University, Murray’s influ-
ence can be seen throughout the city, which
has recognized him with a school playground
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in his name, the ADL Torch of Liberty Award,
and an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
from Quinnipiac University, to name a few.

Murray Lender was an extraordinary human
being and | consider myself fortunate to have
called him my friend. He leaves such a legacy
that we celebrate, even as we mourn his
passing. | extend my deepest sympathies to
his wife, Gillie; his children, daughter Haris
and her husband, Evan, and sons Carl and
Jay as well as his brother Marvin and his wife
Helaine. We can see the unfailing smile in the
face of adversity and all his work that carries
on. He lit up the world. We will miss him.

HONORING ROD BLONIEN
HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart after the passing of Rod
Blonien.

Rodney J. Blonien was born July 20, 1946
in Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, to Janet and
Clayton Blonien. He was the oldest of four. He
attended the University of San Francisco and
Santa Clara Law School, and achieved the
rank of captain in the Army National Guard.

Mr. Blonien was a Capitol fixture for years
having served as Assistant Legal Affairs Sec-
retary to California Gov. Ronald Reagan, Sen-
jor Assistant to Attorney General George
Deukmejian then Legislative Secretary to Cali-
fornia Gov. Deukmejian, and Under Secretary
of the Youth and Adult Correctional Agency.

While working for the California Department
of Corrections, Mr. Blonien reduced prison
construction time from 5 to 2 years. Today, his
program serves as a national model. He
worked to enact stringent sentences for crimi-
nal offenders, and implemented Driving Under
the Influence (D.U.l.) checkpoints.

He is survived by his wife of 45 years, No-
reen, and four children—Ryan, Jessica, Molly
and Jarhett—and 11 grandchildren.

————

EDWARDSVILLE INTELLIGENCER
150TH

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Edwardsville Intelligencer, a local
newspaper serving Madison County, lllinois,
on its 150th anniversary.

First called the Madison Intelligencer, the
first weekly issue was published on November
13, 1862. It has been in continuous operation
since, and it can proudly call itself
Edwardsville’s oldest business. In the last cen-
tury and a half, the Edwardsville Intelligencer
has expanded to daily publication and has
covered all the pivotal moments in our nation’s
history. It has withstood the inventions of
radio, television, and the internet and has re-
cently expanded to include an e-Edition, which
complements the print edition’s continued suc-
cess.

During its long history, the Intelligencer has
been an easily accessible source of informa-
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tion and culture in the region. It has a constant
presence in the community. For decades it
has participated in local charities and commu-
nity events, and it even distributes news-
papers to local schools at no charge. It is truly
a vital resource for the greater Edwardsville
area.

| am pleased to congratulate the
Edwardsville Intelligencer on its 150th anniver-
sary, and | thank them for their contributions
to the community. | wish them continued suc-
cess in the years to come.

———

IN HONOR OF ST. LOUIS FIRE
CHIEF NEIL J. SVETANICS

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Lemay Fire Protection District
Chief Neil J. Svetanics, who is marking his
50th year of fire service in 2012.

Neil Svetanics was born in 1940 in the
Water Tower area of North St. Louis. He left
high school early to enlist in the United States
Marine Corps, from which he was honorably
discharged in 1960. Mr. Svetanics became a
member of the St. Louis Fire Department in
1962, where he quickly rose through the
ranks. He was named chief in 1986, becoming
the youngest chief in the department’s history
and the first to hold a college degree.

Mr. Svetanics held the position of chief for
over 13 years, becoming the third longest
serving fire chief in the St. Louis Fire Depart-
ment’s storied history. Under his leadership,
the Department established a City/County Mu-
tual Aid Policy, promoted a record number of
minorities to leadership positions, and hired
the department’s first women members.

Mr. Svetanics was selected by the Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs as their
1998 “Fire Chief of the Year,” and he retired
from his post the following year. Chief
Svetanics also received the 2001 Lifetime
Contribution to the St. Louis Fire Department
Award. In 2002, Mr. Svetanics became the
Chief of the Lemay Fire Protection District, a
position which he still holds today. To date,
Mr. Svetanics has dedicated over 50 years of
service to fire departments in and around St.
Louis, the majority in positions of great re-
sponsibility.

Mr. Svetanics has dedicated much of his life
to serving the St. Louis community, and has
been deservedly awarded numerous honors
from various organizations ranging from the
public, the not-for-profit, and private sectors.

Mr. Svetanics is the President of the St.
Louis Firefighters Memorial Statue Fund, the
Founder and past President of the Baden
Neighborhood Improvement  Association,
former Chairman of the United Way of Greater
St. Louis Government Division, President of
the St. Florian Society, a former member of
the Board of Directors at the American Red
Cross, and a member of the board of the St.
Louis Backstoppers, the Mathews-Dickey
Boys’ Club, the Salvation Army, and the Amer-
ican Red Cross.

Mr. Svetanics is celebrating another anni-
versary this year along with his wife, Judy
Spreng. The couple celebrated their 50th anni-
versary in January with their wonderful fam-
ily—children Maureen, Katie, Amy, and Lisa,
four sons-in-law, and eight grandchildren.
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| thank Chief Svetanics for his service to his
family, community, nation, and to his beloved
firefighters all over the St. Louis Metropolitan
Area.

——————

COMMISSIONERS COURT OF EL
PASO COUNTY, TEXAS

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the El Paso County’s Commis-
sioners Court who signed the following resolu-
tion.

Whereas, a “Super-Committee’’ was
formed and tasked to reduce $1.2 Trillion
from our Nation’s budget over the next 10
years, but failed at their mission; and,

Whereas, the Department of Defense could
endure budget cuts of $487 Billion through-
out the next 10 years; and,

Whereas, due to the failure of the ‘‘Super-
Committee” there is an additional $600 Bil-
lion in potential budget cuts for deficit-re-
duction measures targeted towards the De-
partment of Defense; and,

Whereas, future budget reductions of this
nature can potentially affect all branches of
Defense with reduction of employment and
could decrease the benefits that our troops
and past veterans receive; and,

Whereas, future reductions should raise
concerns of National Security and the abil-
ity to defend our Country from future ex-
tremities; and,

Whereas, the United States of America has
fought for freedom since its creation and
knows that freedom does not come easy and
it definitely does not come without a price
tag; and,

Whereas, our Military’s men and women
are to be held at the upmost respect and
honor for the service they provide to our
Country and they should feel assured that
they are a priority and the American people
are behind them; and,

Whereas, policies of this type have the
ability to create an internal decrease in mo-
rale and the capability to deter future enlist-
ments to our volunteer military; and,

Whereas, recent developments of Russia
and China vetoing a United Nations resolu-
tion aimed at ending Syria’s violence should
raise concerns that the United States should
keep its military in full force and maintain
their combat readiness for these potential
adversaries and other; and, now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, that the El Paso County Judge
and Commissioners Court hereby disagree
with any future budget cuts that can affect
National Security and Benefits provided to
our Veterans that have defended our Nation
from opposing threats and to all of our sol-
diers that continue to protect our Country’s
future and our children’s future by placing
their own lives in harm’s way.

Signed, this 13th day of February 2012.

Commissioner Anna Perez Pct. 1

Commissioner Sergio Lewis Pct. 2

Commissioner Willie Gandara Pct. 3

Commissioner Daniel R. Haggerty Pct. 4

County Judge Veronica Escobar
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HONORING CHAIRMAN RICHARD M.
MILANOVICH OF THE AGUA
CALIENTE BAND OF CAHUILLA
INDIANS

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart after the passing of Chairman
Richard M. Milanovich of the Agua Caliente
Band of Cahuilla Indians.

Chairman Milanovich grew up on the res-
ervation in Section 14 in Southern California,
where poverty was rampant. Currently, the
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians is a
federally-recognized Indian Tribe located in
Palm Springs, California with 32,000 acres of
reservation lands that spread across Palm
Springs, Cathedral City, Rancho Mirage, and
into the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto moun-
tains.

Mr. Milanovich has always been dedicated
to serving his tribal nation and his country,
where he served in the United States Army
from 1960 to 1963 and was stationed in Mu-
nich, Germany, during the Cold War. He later
returned to school to fulfill a lifelong ambition
to secure his college degree and received a
Bachelor of Science in Business and Manage-
ment from the University of Redlands in 1996.

Mr. Milanovich returned to the Agua
Caliente reservation and started as a member
of the tribal council in 1978. He then quickly
ascended through the ranks to serve as sec-
retary from 1982 to 1984, before he was elect-
ed chairman.

The Chairman’s connection to his tribe’s his-
tory was never lost in his efforts to reinforce
tribal sovereignty for Indians across the coun-
try. He was a strong practitioner and supporter
of the ancient traditions, ceremonies and prac-
tices that are important to Indian people. But
he was also a very strong leader in 21st-cen-
tury Indian America.

Through Chairman Milanovich’s leadership,
he helped craft mutual land-use agreements
with Cathedral City in 1984 and with Rancho
Mirage and Riverside County about five years
later, modeled on an agreement struck with
Palm Springs in the late 1970s. The intergov-
ernmental agreements were among the first of
their kind and served as a model for tribes
throughout the rest of the country.

His first major undertaking was the pur-
chase of the Spa Hotel in Palm Springs in
1992. Since then, his 28-year role as a leader
of Agua Caliente has allowed the tribe to de-
velop self-sufficiency through education, cul-
tural preservation, housing, and health care
programs.

Aside from raising his own tribal member-
ship out of poverty and into self-sufficiency,
Chairman Milanovich has contributed his time
and wisdom to many advisory committees,
charities, and other efforts to better Indian
Country and the lives of people across the
country. He served as the chairman of the Ad-
visory Committee to the Office of Special
Trustee for the U.S. Department of the Inte-
rior, which oversees the federal government’s
fiduciary responsibilities to manage tribal trust
funds. In 2004, he was appointed to the Na-
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tive American Stewardship Committee for the
prestigious Autry National Center. Chairman
Milanovich also served as a member of the
Bureau of Land Management's California
Desert Advisory Council, and the Native Amer-
ican Heritage Commission. The tribal leader
served as an advocate for HIV prevention with
the Desert AIDS Project for more than 10
years. As well as having the Agua Caliente
tribe partner with the City of Hope’'s “Hike 4
Hope” each year at the Indian Canyons trail.
The hiking event supports women’s cancer
programs at the foundation.

Indian Country has lost a true leader and
staple of the ideals of sovereignty and self-suf-
ficiency. His leadership will not be forgotten
and his efforts will be the foundation of the fu-
ture for Indian tribes throughout the United
States.

BREESE CENTRAL CHAMPIONS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Breese Central High School
Cougars upon winning the 2012 IHSA Class
2A Boys’ State Basketball Championship.

This victory is the perfect end to a remark-
able season, in which the Cougars recorded
32 wins and only one loss. The Cougars beat
the South Holland Sting to advance to the
championship game, where they defeated the
Normal Pioneers 53-47 and earned their first
state championship.

| would like to recognize Head Coach Stan
Eagleson, Assistant Coaches David Thomas,
Kurt Peters, Jeremy Shubert, Donny
Petterson, and Ryan Meyer, Trainer Marty
Stewart, and the players themselves: Justin
Becker, Brandon Book, Nick Grapperhaus,
Tanner Imming, Luke Jackson, Greg Meyer,
Luis Perez, Austin Rickhoff, Kyler Scheer, An-
drew Schulte, Noah Stockmann, Gavin Thom-
as, and Jacob Timmermann.

Congratulations to the Breese Central Cou-
gars for their championship and their incred-
ible season. | look forward to next season,
and | wish them all the best in their future en-
deavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, March 20, 2012, | was unavoidably de-
tained and missed rollcall votes.

Following are the votes | missed and how |
would have voted:

On rolicall No. 112, had | been present, |
would have voted “no.”

On rollcall No. 113, had | been present, |
would have voted “no.”

On rollcall No. 114, had | been present, |
would have voted “yes.”
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RECOGNIZING GREEK
INDEPENDENCE DAY ON MARCH 25

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the 191st anniversary
of the independence of Greece. As a member
of the Congressional Caucus on Hellenic
Issues, it gives me great pride to draw atten-
tion to our nation’s strong Hellenic heritage
and celebrate Greece’s declaration of inde-
pendence from the Ottoman Empire.

Following 400 years of Ottoman rule, in
March 1821 Bishop Germanos of Patras
raised the traditional Greek flag at the mon-
astery of Agia Lavras, inciting his countrymen
to rise against the Ottoman army. Against
overwhelmingly difficult odds, the Greeks
arose victorious. The following year, the Trea-
ty of Constantinople established full independ-
ence for Greece.

The United States and Greece have en-
joyed a long history of friendship since the
early days of Greek independence. Today, we
are close partners and allies. We share demo-
cratic ideals and common values, many of
which were inspired by ancient Greek civiliza-
tion. In fact, our republic is based on ideas
about self-government set forth and practiced
in Athens over 2,500 years ago.

Over time, many Greek citizens chose to
bring their families to the United States, often
to New York and surrounding areas, including
Connecticut. They became proud American
citizens, but preserved their history and culture
to pass on to future generations.

| am proud to represent the thousands of
Greek-Americans who live in northwest Con-
necticut. Their vibrant culture and important
contributions have enriched our towns and cit-
ies throughout the state. | count many Greek-
Americans as friends, and am pleased to join
them in celebrating this important day. Zeto E
Eleftheria!

HONORING MAJOR NENG LO
HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor the life and service of
the late Major Neng Lo. Major Lo’s life was
dedicated to his service in the United States
Secret Army during the Vietnam War.

Neng Lo was born April 1, 1946, in Ban
Houi Kinning, located in the Houi Kinning Dis-
trict of Muang Khoun in the Xieng Khouang
Province of the Kingdom of Laos. He attended
Muang Khoun Elementary School. While in the
fifth grade, he was recruited to train and serve
in the United States Secret Army. After com-
pletion of training, Neng Lo was incorporated
into the Auto Defense Community stationed at
Lima Site 15.

In 1964, at the age of 18, he was selected
to transfer to the 2nd Company Infantry, 203rd
Battalion, Special Guerrilla Units. This unit
was a mobile unit that moved around the
Plains of Jars to ambush and counter attack
North Vietnamese Army, NVA, troops that oc-
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cupied the areas. In 1966, he was promoted
to Second Lieutenant and became the Com-
mander of the 3rd Company, 203rd Battalion.
In January 1967, Neng Lo’s unit was sent to
Na Khang at Lima Site 36 in the Sam Neua
Province. His assignment on this mission was
to capture Muang Heim, which had been in-
vaded by the North Viethamese.

In late March of 1968, Neng Lo was pro-
moted to Lieutenant and joined Group Mobiles
21 counter attack on Phou Pha Thi, the moun-
tain where United States radar systems were
installed to guide U.S. airstrikes over North
Vietnam. Phou Pha Thi had been captured by
the NVA. During several unsuccessful at-
tempts to recapture the site, Neng Lo’s unit
lost most of its members.

In December 1969, Neng Lo was promoted
to Captain and was appointed Commander of
the 203rd Battalion, Special Guerilla Units of
the 21st Mobile Group of the United States
Secret Army. During this assignment, La’s Unit
was ordered to control the Long Matt Ridge lo-
cated south of the Plains of Jars. This was a
springboard mission to capture the Plains of
Jars from the NVA. His mission was to attack
the North Vietnamese front line directly so
other units could penetrate the NVA line to at-
tack its reinforcement units and supplies.

In November 1970, Captain Lo heliported to
Khang Kai Lima Site 4 to capture a strategic
position. In December 1970, the NVA attacked
Khang Kai with Russian armored tanks and
130 mm mortars, capturing the site. Lo was
killed in action. In February 1971, the 201st
Battalion recaptured Khan Kai Lima Site 4, but
Captain Lo’s body was never found.

After his death, Neng Lo was promoted to
the rank of Major. Major Lo was married to
Mrs. Pang Thao. The couple has two daugh-
ters: Mee Lo and Mao Lo. Neng Lo’s family
resides in Fresno, California.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in post-
humously honoring Major Neng Lo for his he-
roic service to the United States of America,
and extending deepest condolences to his
family. His legacy serves as an example of ex-
cellence, and his contributions to our country
will not be forgotten.

—

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
RODNEY A. ANDERSON

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor the
life of Dr. Rodney A. Anderson, a noted pro-
fessor at California State University, Fresno
(Fresno State) who passed away on March 7,
2012. Dr. Anderson served as a political
science professor and mentor for hundreds of
students. He characterized the best of what
our nation’s education system has to offer—he
was wise, kind, and worked tirelessly to en-
sure that his students were successful.

Dr. Anderson grew up on his family’s farm
where he learned the value of hard work. Dr.
Anderson attended Geneva High School,
where he was an active member of the Future
Farmers of America and excelled in extempo-
raneous speaking competitions. Upon grad-
uating from high school in 1984, Dr. Anderson
pursued a bachelor's degree at the University
of Nebraska at Lincoln. After graduating with
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high honors, he earned his master's and doc-
toral degrees in political science at the Ohio
State University.

In 1996, Dr. Anderson joined the Fresno
State Political Science Department and
worked there until his passing. Throughout his
career, he taught 200 students in five classes
every semester. American politics, statistics,
political behavior, and comparative politics
were among the subjects Dr. Anderson taught.

Many of Dr. Anderson’s students have gone
on to graduate school or rewarding careers as
attorneys, teachers, staff members for the
California State Legislature and the United
States Congress, or consultants. Henry
Adams famously said, “A teacher affects eter-
nity; he can never tell where his influence
stops.” As an alumnus of the Political Science
Department at Fresno State, | know firsthand
the importance of a dedicated teacher who
serves as an academic guide, moral para-
digm, and mentor.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to the life and service of Dr.
Rodney A. Anderson, a principled man and
treasured member of the Fresno State com-
munity. Dr. Anderson’s life was not only filled
with personal milestones, but his dedication to
his work and students was admirable.

———————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
on January 20, 2009, the day President
Obama took office, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $15,585,576,040,333.70. We've
added $4,958,698,991,420.62 to our debt in 3
years. This is debt our Nation, our economy,
and our children could have avoided with a
balanced budget amendment.

————

INTRODUCING THE REPUBLIC OF
GEORGIA DEMOCRACY ACT OF 2012

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to in-
troduce the Republic of Georgia Democracy
Act of 2012. This bill sheds light into the dete-
riorating political situation in the Republic of
Georgia and makes clear to the Georgian
Government that maintaining democratic insti-
tutions and regular free, fair and competitive
elections are key priorities for a strong rela-
tionship between our two countries.

This bill will help to reverse the suppression
that has been intensifying by showing the
Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili the
cost of these anti-democratic actions. | know
Members of Congress on both sides of the
aisle share my growing concern over the vio-
lent suppression of parties, nongovernmental
organizations and workers in Georgia. | urge
my colleagues to support this bill and stand up
for democracy in Georgia.
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SAINTE MARIE 175TH

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the village of Sainte Marie, lllinois, upon
its 175th anniversary.

Sainte Marie was founded in 1837 by immi-
grants from eastern France. They were a
group of several related families, who, fearful
of outside influences on the Church, decided
to establish a colony in America, where they
might practice their religion as they saw fit. To
this end, they elected to send one of their chil-
dren, Joseph Picquet, to find a suitable place
for their settlement. At the time, Picquet was
only 19 years old, but he was wise beyond his
years.

After arriving in America in 1835, Picquet
lived briefly in Philadelphia, learning the lan-
guage and local customs. He then spent most
of 1836 exploring America and her vast wilder-
ness. After extensive travel, he settled on a lo-
cation for the colony in southern lllinois on the
Embarras River, not far from Vincennes, Indi-
ana. He chose the site for its untapped re-
sources and the strong French presence in
the area.

Having found the site for the colony, Picquet
then returned home to collect his family, and
in June of 1837, Picquet and 24 of his rel-
atives arrived in what would become the vil-
lage of Sainte Marie. While preparing their set-
tlement, they stayed on a nearby farm, and
their construction efforts were blessed by Fa-
ther Stephen Theodore Badin, the first priest
to be ordained in the United States.

On October 28, 1837, Picquet and the other
settlers took possession of the land, which
they dedicated to the Virgin Mary. They called
it a Colonie des Freres, since they were all re-
lated by either blood or marriage. Largely due
to Picquet’s efforts, the colony quickly grew
and became a cultural center for the region. It
soon had such facilities as a saw mill, a post
office, a church, a free school, and even a rail-
road station. The settlement was renamed
Sainte Marie, retaining the spelling of their
French heritage, and in 1865 Sainte Marie
was officially chartered by the State of lllinois.

Today Sainte Marie remains a charming
rural community which teaches strong morals
and family values. Its citizens are proud of
their town and its history, as well as the many
businessmen and professionals it has pro-
duced. This summer the people of Sainte
Marie will honor the town’s history and its citi-
zens with its Quartoseptcentennial Celebra-
tion. In recognition of this momentous occa-
sion, | ask my fellow members of this House
to join with me as | wish them success in their
upcoming festivities and in the years to come.

——————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GIRL
SCOUTS

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today,
during Women’s History Month, to commemo-
rate the 100th anniversary of the Girl Scouts
of the United States of America.
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Girls Scouts of America was founded in
1912 in Savannah, Georgia. Savannah native
Juliette “Daisy” Gordon Low started a regular
meeting for local girls to provide them with the
opportunity to achieve great physical, intellec-
tual, and spiritual success.

For 100 years, Girl Scout chapters across
the United States have helped millions of girls
grow into women of courage, confidence, and
character. Girl Scouts of America has several
award-winning programs that encourage girls
to discover themselves and their values, con-
nect with their communities, and take action to
make the world a better place. Traditions such
as the Girl Scout Gold Award challenge girls
to make a measurable and sustainable dif-
ference in their community by assessing
needs, designing solutions, and organizing re-
sources to sustain the project.

The impact of Girl Scouts of America pro-
grams is not limited to our local communities.
Specialized learning programs centered on
science, technology, engineering, and math in-
crease the education of young women in
these important fields. The Girl Scout Re-
search Institute performs research that pro-
vides significant insight into the lives of today’s
girls and young women.

Today, more than 50 million American
women are Girl Scout alumnae, and 3.3 mil-
lion girls and volunteers are active members in
Girl Scouts of America. In the Central Valley
of California, over 12,000 girls ranging in age
from kindergarten to high school are Girl
Scouts.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in applauding
the Girl Scouts of the United States of Amer-
ica for 100 years of leadership in the lives of
girls and young women and congratulating the
organization on its centennial celebration.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JESSE L. JACKSON, JR.

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. JACKSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, March 19, Tuesday, March 20,
Wednesday, March 21, and Thursday, March
22, 2012, | was unavoidably detained for per-
sonal reasons, and missed a series of re-
corded votes. The votes included, H.R. 3992,
to allow otherwise eligible Israeli nationals to
receive E—2 nonimmigrant visas if similarly sit-
uated United States nationals are eligible for
similar nonimmigrant status in Israel; H.R.
2087, to remove restrictions from a parcel of
land situated in the Atlantic District, Accomack
County, Virginia; H.R. 5, to improve patient ac-
cess to health care services and provide im-
proved medical care by reducing the exces-
sive burden the liability system places on the
health care delivery system, among others.

If present, | would have recorded my votes
as follows: on March 19, “yea” on rolicall vote
111; on Tuesday, March 20, “nay” on rollcall
vote 112, “nay” on rolicall vote 113, “yea” on
rolicall vote 114, “yea” on rolicall vote 115,
“yea” on rollcall vote 116, and “nay” on roll-
call vote 117; on Wednesday, March 22, “nay”
on rolicall vote 118, “nay” on rollcall vote 119,
“yea” on rollcall vote 120, “nay” on rolicall
vote 121; on Thursday, March 22, “nay” on
rolicall vote 122, “yea” on rollcall vote 123,
“nay” on rollcall vote 124, “yea” on roll vote
125, and “nay” on rollcall vote 126.
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HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MARIANAS
VARIEY NEWS & VIEWS

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO
SABLAN

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, forty years ago,
on March 16, 1972, a local couple in the
Northern Mariana Islands, Abed E. Younis and
Maria Paz Castro Younis, wrote, edited, print-
ed, and distributed the first issue of the Mari-
anas Variety News & Views. So began the life
of what is now the oldest local newspaper in
our islands—on a table-top printer in a small
commercial space they called Younis Art Stu-
dio.

The Variety, as the paper is now more suc-
cinctly known, still provides its readers with
extensive local news and views. It also carries
reports of the region, the United States and
the world, as well as interesting and in-depth
feature stories. The Variety includes a
thought-provoking opinion section, where the
public can air its views, and where the Variety
itself regularly takes an editorial stand on the
issues of current political, social, and eco-
nomic import in the islands. Always, though,
the Variety is a publication independent at
heart without ties to business or political inter-
ests. The mission it serves is to deliver the lat-
est news to our community in a fair and even-
handed manner.

These days, the “community” served by the
Variety has expanded beyond the shores of
the Northern Marianas. The paper is published
and circulated each Monday through Friday in
the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, Palau,
and the Federated States of Micronesia. There
are print subscribers far and wide: in the
South Pacific, the Philippines, Hawaii, Japan,
and the mainland U.S. And the Variety’s wide-
ly-viewed website, www.mvariety.com,
reaches an even more extensive audience
and allows its readers to content with com-
ments about the published stories and issues
of concern and to interact with one another
and share ideas in a forum that is constantly
expanding.

The Variety is a member of the Associated
Press, Reuters, and the Pacific Island News
Association and has received a number of no-
table awards including “Best Newspaper,”
“Best Editorial Writing ,” and “Best News Pho-
tography” from the Society of Professional
Journalists—NMI Chapter, an NMI Humanities
Award for Outstanding Contributions to Jour-
nalism, Best Online Edition of a Pacific Island
Newspaper, and an Environmental Achieve-
ment Award from the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

Over the years, the Variety has been a
strong community partner, donating to and as-
sisting numerous non-profit organizations,
events, and activities, as well as creating com-
munity projects such as its own School News-
paper Program, through which elementary and
high school students learn about the news
trade by publishing their own school news-
papers. The Variety also offers great on-the-
job training opportunities, including annual in-
ternships for individuals interested in jour-
nalism, graphic arts, marketing and sales, web
press technique, and other aspects of pub-
lishing.
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As the newspaper has expanded physically
and geographically, so too has the Younis
family’s involvement in day-to-day operations.
All six of Abed and Paz’s children—Banny,
Laila, Farah, Amier, Suaad, and Salam—grew
up around and matured with the Variety.
Today, three of those children have followed
their parents’ footsteps into the newspaper
business. Laila Younis Boyer is now the presi-
dent of the local corporation, while her brother
Amier serves as the publisher of the news-
paper’s sister edition on Guam and their broth-
er Salam is the operations manager of the
Saipan office.

Please join me in congratulating Abed and
Paz Younis, their family, and all of their past
and current employees and colleagues at the
Marianas Variety News & Views for the news-
paper’s forty years as an important provider of
local, regional, and international news, a
strong community partner, and a successful
member of the business community in the
Northern Mariana Islands.

———

PROTECTING ACCESS TO
HEALTHCARE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 21, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5) to improve pa-
tient access to health care services and pro-
vide improved medical care by reducing the
excessive burden the liability system places
on the health care delivery system:

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chair, | rise today to speak
in opposition to the Protecting Access to
Healthcare Act.

The Protecting Access to Healthcare Act is
a wolf in sheep’s clothing. Unfortunately, this
bill is a blatant attempt to protect the profits of
special interests and restrict the rights of pa-
tients. The facts are right on the pages in
black and white. H.R. 5 reduces access to
courts for individuals injured by medical neg-
ligence like removing the wrong leg, faulty
medical devices or dangerous drugs. It im-
poses a one size fits all approach on the dam-
ages in medical negligence cases and goes
further than any state law in place today.

In fact, H.R. 5 includes provisions that vio-
late States’ rights by mandating a federal cap
on all fifty states for medical liability. By includ-
ing this poison pill, the House Republicans
have prevented consensus in the House on
changes to the Independent Payment Advisory
Board. The American people want Congress
to focus on commonsense, bipartisan legisla-
tion, but the House Republicans refuse. It ap-
pears some Members on the other side of the
aisle won't stop until they abolish healthcare
for all people, and especially low-income indi-
viduals, women and seniors. They can try to
hide behind any piece of legislation they want,
but they can’t hide from the facts: their goal is
to end the Medicare guarantee and increase
costs for seniors.

| will continue to urge my Republican col-
leagues to stop their war on women and sen-
iors, | will continue to protect quality
healthcare for Americans and | will continue to
push for compromise in the House of Rep-
resentatives.
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PROTECTING ACCESS TO
HEALTHCARE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5) to improve pa-
tient access to health care services and pro-
vide improved medical care by reducing the
excessive burden the liability system places
on the health care delivery system:

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, | rise in oppo-
sition to this bill because it is a misguided at-
tempt at scoring political point that combines
two bad policies and puts them into one piece
of legislation. First, it is obvious that the
House Republican leadership has brought this
bill to the floor the day after introducing their
budget in an attempt to distract American sen-
iors from the damaging effects it would have
on Medicare. That budget proposes to end the
Medicare guarantee, and shifts the rising costs
of healthcare onto seniors and disabled indi-
viduals.

Second, let's look at the facts. Medicare
costs already grow at a slower rate than the
private insurance industry. We took a huge
step in strengthening Medicare and the overall
health system in the Affordable Care Act
(ACA), which includes virtually every cost con-
tainment provision recommended by health
care experts. The Independent Payment Advi-
sory Board (IPAB) is simply one of the tools
in the ACA to help contain costs. It is a
failsafe provision that only comes into effect if
other reforms in the ACA do not contain costs
or Congress chooses not to act to implement
new measures that would build upon the kind
of changes we made in the Affordable Care
Act. Those reforms have already begun to
lower Medicare growth rates to historically low
levels, which prompted the CBO to project that
IPAB will not even become necessary until
sometime after 2022.

Everyone here knows that IPAB is prohib-
ited by law from rationing health care, increas-
ing premiums, initiating cost-sharing, and rec-
ommending benefits cuts—and we also all
know that rationing by the insurance industry
is precisely what the Republican budget pro-
poses to do. Republican attacks on IPAB are
simply a diversion from the fact that House
Republicans want to put insurance companies
back in charge of American’s health care
choices. We should not be trying to repeal
helpful provisions of the ACA to divert atten-
tion from the larger issue: the House Repub-
lican budget and its attack on the Medicare
guarantee.

———

HONORING CAROLYN
HEBENSTREICH

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor Ms. Carolyn
Hebenstreich, Stanislaus County Veterans
Services Office Manager, who will be retiring
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on March 31, 2012, after more than 22 years
of outstanding service to our veterans.

Carolyn Hebenstreich began working for the
VA Medical Center in Livermore as a student
helper in Housekeeping during the summer of
1968. In 1976, Carolyn was hired by the VA
Medical Center, VAMC, Livermore as a File
Clerk and worked her way up to Chief of Of-
fice Operations.

In 1979, Carolyn took a hiatus and worked
in the private sector for about 8 months. She
then worked at the Tracy Defense Logistic
Depot for a short time before transferring back
to VAMC Livermore. In 1985, she transferred
to VA New Orleans as the Chief of Ambulatory
Care. Her desire to return to California
prompted her transfer back to VAMC Liver-
more in February 1986, where she worked for
3 more years.

Stanislaus County hired Carolyn in June
1989, as Veterans Representative 1 for the
Veterans Services Office, VSO. When the De-
partment Head, Bud Lahr, retired in 1993, the
VSO merged with the Area Agency on Aging
to become the Stanislaus County Department
of Aging and Veterans Services.

Carolyn was appointed to be the lead per-
son for the VSO. She served in this capacity
from 1993 until 2001, when she was promoted
to Manager of the VSO.

Ms. Hebenstreich is accredited by the fol-
lowing organizations: American Legion, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, Disabled American
Veterans, Military Order of the Purple Heart,
California Department of Veteran Affairs, and
the National Association of County Veterans
Services Officers.

In addition, Carolyn has served on various
committees over the years for the California
Association of County Veterans Services Offi-
cers and served on the Executive Committee
for 2 years. She has helped organize the An-
nual Veterans Day Parades and Veterans
Award Ceremonies since 1994, and has
worked with the local veterans organizations
on an ongoing basis.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and
commending Carolyn Hebenstreich, Stanislaus
County Veterans Services Office Manager, for
her numerous years of selfless service to the
betterment of our community.

————

ON THE PASSING OF MS. ADA
SHARPTON

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the citizens of the Third Congressional
District of Florida, | want to express my condo-
lences on the passing of Ms. Ada Sharpton on
Thursday, March 23, 2012, in Dothan, Ala-
bama. My thoughts and prayers go out to the
family and friends of this loving and devoted
mother.

With great reverence, | add my voice to the
chorus of praises and sincere appreciation for
the lifetime works and experience of this ex-
tremely passionate and loving soul, inspiration,
and friend to all. Few people have the oppor-
tunity to influence so many in their life. All who
came into contact with Ada were especially
blessed. Her intensity was born of love, her in-
sistence was driven by her determination to
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ensure we have the tools to succeed; her style
was to embrace our souls, hearts, and even
squeeze a little harder, just to get our atten-
tion.

As we join with her loving family, we see in
their eyes this boundless love and the mean-
ing of her life, so richly captured by their indi-
vidual and collective accomplishments, and for
whom she served as the driving force. From a
very young age, she encouraged her son Al to
preach the word of God and to stand up for
the rights of those who have no voice.

As Ms. Ada Sharpton transitions home
again, we say thank you Ada and we thank
God for you, always and forever.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SAC-
RAMENTO AFRICAN-AMERICAN
ART COLLECTIVE

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Sacramento African-Amer-
ican Art Collective (SAAAC), which serves to
enhance cultural and artistic experiences in
the Sacramento area community. SAAAC
came together in 2010, and offers great op-
portunities for African-American artists to
showcase their work in collaboration with local
businesses. | ask all my colleagues to join me
in honoring the artists, organizers, and busi-
nesses involved in this valuable cultural re-
source.

SAAAC was founded as a means to in-
crease the exposure of African-American art-
ists to the Sacramento community, and like-
wise to allow the Sacramento community to
enjoy the unique messages and perspectives
offered by African-American artists. Since its
inaugural 1st Saturday Art Tour in February,
2011, SAAAC has become an integral part of
the monthly art experience in Sacramento.
Local businesses continue to volunteer their
time and space to exhibit the work of these
artists, all of whom are locally-based.

In honor of Black History Month, and in col-
laboration with the California Governor’s office,
SAAAC exhibited several works in the Gov-
ernor's Annex at the California State Capitol.
The collection, co-sponsored by the California
Legislative Black Caucus, was titled “Family:
Those We Love!”, and was available to enjoy
from February 20th, to March 2nd, 2012. This
was the first such exhibit in the Governor’s Of-
fice to acknowledge the contribution of Afri-
can-American artists to the distinct cultural mi-
lieu that makes Sacramento great. The collec-
tion is now on display at the Kuumba Collec-
tive Art Gallery in Sacramento.

Among the artists and community leaders
I'd like to recognize are Gerry GOS” Simpson,
Frank Blackwell, Milton Bowens, Warren
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Spirling, Lawrence Sullivan, Daphne Burgess,
Shonna McDaniel, Gene Howell, Mallory
Knight, Lumumba, Marichal Brown, David
Alexander, James and Renee Sweeney, John
King, Kanika Marshall, Constance King, Mar-
shall Bailey, Frankie Edwards-Lee, Cynthia
Brooks, Janis Wade, and Daneshia Johnson.
| would also like to recognize the dozens of
businesses and sponsors that have collabo-
rated with SAAAC, including the Sacramento
Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO, The
Brickhouse Gallery, Crave The Spotlight, Pa-
cific Housing Inc., and many others.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize
these community members and their priceless
contributions to the rich and diverse cultural
experience that Sacramento offers. As artists,
friends, and community leaders gather at the
Kuumba Gallery, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the Sacramento African-Amer-
ican Art Collective and its partners for helping
to enrich our lives.

————

RECOGNIZING PAUL ALLEN’S PER-
SONAL DONATION OF $300 MIL-
LION FOR BRAIN RESEARCH

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in my role as co-chair of the bipar-
tisan Congressional Neuroscience Caucus.
The caucus works on a bipartisan basis to
share the latest developments in neuroscience
so that we might unlock new insights and new
cures.

Yesterday was a historic day in the neuro-
science research community. That's because
yesterday, Paul Allen made a personal dona-
tion of $300 million to help better understand
the human brain.

This is one of the largest donations ever for
brain research. But it is not the first. Mr.
Allen—best known as the co-founder of Micro-
soft—made a $100 million donation nine years
ago when he launched the Allen Institute for
Brain Science. In fact, he now has contributed
some $500 million to this great quest.

| would like to recognize Mr. Allen and wish
his amazing team of scientists success, be-
cause all of society stands to benefit.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HAMP-
TON HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL
TEAM

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored to rise, on behalf of Congressman
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ScoTT RIGELL and myself, to call attention to
a group of young students from Hampton, Vir-
ginia, who have distinguished themselves,
their school, their community and the Com-
monwealth of Virginia.

The Hampton High School Crabbers basket-
ball team had a remarkable season. On March
11, Coach Walter Brower and the Crabbers
won their first Virginia state basketball cham-
pionship since 1997, their fifth overall, by de-
feating Petersburg High School of Petersburg,
64-51, at the VCU Siegel Center in Rich-
mond, Virginia.

After not making it to last year's Eastern Re-
gion Tournament, the Crabbers came into this
season as unlikely to win the state champion-
ship. However, as a result of tireless work on
the part of both Hampton’s players and coach-
es, the team was able to rise to a level that,
given their performance last year, few would
have thought achievable.

After three straight close games to begin the
Virginia High School League tournament, in-
cluding a near loss to the Bayside Marlins
from Virginia Beach, the Crabbers never
trailed their opponents in their final two
games.

Although very accomplished in basketball,
Hampton High’s legacy of excellence is not
limited to the field of athletics. Under the direc-
tion of Principal Myra Chambers, the Hampton
faculty seeks to inspire all students to strive
for excellence and achievement in the class-
room, in their extracurricular activities and in
their communities.

As a direct descendent of the Syms-Eaton
School, the first free school in America estab-
lished in the American colonies, Hampton
High has continued to uphold a tradition root-
ed in excellent public education. Affectionately
known as the “little Pentagon,” Hampton has
been selected in the past as one of the best
schools in the United States when it received
the national Award of Academic Excellence
from the Department of Education. Hampton'’s
commendation for this award read in part:
Hampton High has seen “the glory of a matur-
ing nation and the pain of depression and war-
fare. Yet through it all, the school has always
respected and upheld the traditional values of
educational achievement and pride in one’s
community. . ..”

So, on this occasion, we would like to ex-
tend our enthusiastic congratulations to Coach
Walter Brower, his coaching staff, the players
on the Hampton High School Crabbers and to
all Hampton High School students, families,
friends and fans, for their continued dedication
to excellence in winning the Group AAA Vir-
ginia High School League state basketball
championship of 2012.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday,
March 27, 2012 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
MARCH 28

9:30 a.m.
Armed Services
SeaPower Subcommittee
To receive a closed briefing on the Ohio-
class Replacement Program in review
of the Defense Authorization request
for fiscal year 2013 and the Future
Years Defense Program.
SvVCe-217
9:45 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Margaret Bartley, of Mary-
land, and Coral Wong Pietsch, of Ha-
waii, both to be a Judge of the United
States Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims.
SR-418
10 a.m.
Appropriations
Department of Defense Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine Department
of Defense health programs.
SD-192
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine United
States policy on Iran.
SD-419
Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine the Special
Counsel’s report on the prosecution of
Senator Ted Stevens.
SD-226
Appropriations
Departments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and Related
Agencies Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2013 for
the National Institutes of Health.

SD-124
Appropriations
Military Construction and Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee

To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2013 for
the Department of the Navy and the
Department of the Air Force.

SD-138
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10:30 a.m.
Inaugural Ceremonies—2012
Organizational business meeting to con-
sider an original resolution authorizing
expenditures for committee operations
and committee’s rules and procedure
for the 112th Congress.
S-216, Capitol
2 p.m.
Appropriations
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2013 for
the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration.
SD-124
2:30 p.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold hearings to examine the science
and standards of forensics.
SR-253
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Economic Policy Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine retirement,
focusing on examining the retirement
savings deficit.

SD-538
Appropriations
Energy and Water Development Sub-
committee

To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2013 for
the Army Corps of Engineers and Bu-
reau of Reclamation.

SD-192
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs
Federal Financial Management, Govern-
ment Information, Federal Services,
and International Security Sub-
committee

To hold hearings to examine assessing ef-
forts to combat waste and fraud in Fed-
eral programs.

SD-342
Appropriations
Financial Service and General Government
Subcommittee

To hold hearings to examine enhancing
economic growth, focusing on the De-
partment of the Treasury’s responses
to the foreclosure crisis and mounting
student loan debt.

SD-138
Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine certain
nominations.
SD-226

Armed Services
Strategic Forces Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine Department
of Defense nuclear forces and policies
in review of the Defense Authorization
request for fiscal year 2013 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program; with the
possibility of a closed session in SVC-
217 following the open session.
SR-222

MARCH 29

9:30 a.m.
Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Frank Kendall III, of Virginia,
to be Under Secretary for Acquisition,
Technology, and Logistics, James N.
Miller, Jr., of Virginia, to be Under
Secretary for Policy, Erin C. Conaton,
of the District of Columbia, to be
Under Secretary for Personnel and
Readiness, Jessica Lynn Wright, of
Pennsylvania, and Katharina G.
McFarland, of Virginia, both to be an
Assistant Secretary, and Heidi Shyu, of
California, to be an Assistant Sec-

March 26, 2012

retary of the Army, all of the Depart-
ment of Defense.
SD-G50
Energy and Natural Resources
To hold hearings to examine current and
near-term future price expectations
and trends for motor gasoline and
other refined petroleum fuels.
SD-366
Judiciary
Business meeting to consider S. 2159, to
extend the authorization of the Drug-
Free Communities Support Program
through fiscal year 2017, and the nomi-
nations of Richard Gary Taranto, of
Maryland, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Federal Circuit, William
J. Kayatta, Jr., of Maine, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the First Cir-
cuit, Robin S. Rosenbaum, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern
District of Florida, Gershwin A. Drain,
to be United States District Judge for
the Eastern District of Michigan, John
Thomas Fowlkes, Jr., to be United
States District Judge for the Western
District of Tennessee, Kevin McNulty,
and Michael A. Shipp, both to be a
United States District Judge for the
District of New Jersey, Stephanie
Marie Rose, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of
Iowa, and Gregory K. Davis, to be
United States Attorney for the South-
ern District of Mississippi, Department

of Justice.
SD-226
10 a.m.
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

Contracting Oversight Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine contractors,
focusing on how much they are costing
the government.
SD-342
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Jerome H. Powell, of Mary-
land, and Jeremy C. Stein, of Massa-
chusetts, both to be a Member of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, Jeremiah O’Hear Nor-
ton, of Virginia, to be a Member of the
Board of Directors of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation, and Rich-
ard B. Berner, of Massachusetts, to be
Director, Office of Financial Research,
and Christy L. Romero, of Virginia, to
be Special Inspector General for the
Troubled Asset Relief Program, both of
the Department of the Treasury; to be
immediately followed by a hearing to
examine developing the framework for
safe and efficient mobile payments.
SD-538
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) user fee
agreements, focusing on strengthening
FDA and the medical products industry
for the benefit of patients.
SH-216
Rules and Administration
To hold hearings to examine S. 2219, to
amend the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971 to provide for additional
disclosure requirements for corpora-
tions, labor organizations, Super PACs
and other entities.
SR-301
Small Business and Entrepreneurship
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2013 for the Small Business
Administration.
SR-428A
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2 p.m.
Appropriations
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2013 for
the Department of Agriculture.
SD-192
2:15 p.m.
Foreign Relations
African Affairs Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine Nigeria, fo-

cusing on security, governance, and
trade.
SD-419
2:30 p.m.
Intelligence

To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters.
SH-219
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APRIL 18
2:30 p.m.

Armed Services
Readiness and Management Support Sub-

committee
To hold hearings to examine financial
management and business trans-
formation at the Department of De-

fense.

SD-G50

APRIL 25
2 p.m.
Armed Services

Personnel Subcommittee
To resume hearings to examine the Ac-
tive, Guard, Reserve, and civilian per-
sonnel programs in review of the De-
fense Authorization request for fiscal

E445

yvear 2013 and the Future Years Defense

Program.
SD-106
POSTPONEMENTS
MARCH 28
10 a.m.
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.
SD-342
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