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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN MEMORY OF THOMAS COONAN

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege today, on behalf of the men and women
of our institution, to honor the American life of
Thomas Coonan.

For most Members of Congress, the gate-
way to the chamber of the United States
House of Representatives is the doorway to
the Speaker’s Lobby.

For many years, Tom Coonan stood at that
door in the service of his country and the serv-
ice of democracy. As a trusted member of the
House Chamber security detail and the Office
of the Sergeant-at-Arms, it was his post.

For more than 15 years, Tom Coonan stood
at the passage to the People’s House, where
he was a familiar and comforting sight to all
who passed regularly through our chamber.

But Tom Coonan was standing vigil for
American democracy long before his first day
of work for the House.

Before he served his country with the House
Sergeant-at-Arms Office, Tom Coonan served
his country with distinction in our armed
forces.

He began his military career in 1963, and
served as an Assistant Intelligence officer, as
the commander of Amphibious Group Two,
until 1966.

For the next decade and a half Tom held a
number of civilian positions. Then, in 1981,
once again feeling the tug of his desire to
serve the nation he loved, Tom volunteered
for a recall to reserve active duty.

Beginning in 1990, he served as the U.S.
Commander-in-Chief Pacific’s Representative
for the Southwest Pacific, Suva, and Fiji.

In September 1995, he joined the House
Sergeant-at-Arms Office as a member of the
Chamber Security staff. He was always sta-
tioned in the Speaker’'s Lobby—the gateway to
the chamber at the heart of the democracy
Tom spent most of his adult life protecting.

On August 23, 2012, tragically, while mem-
bers were away for the August District Work
Period, Tom Coonan suffered a fatal heart at-
tack at his home in Washington, DC. He is to
be buried with full military honors at Arlington
National Cemetery.

For those who served with Tom Coonan,
knew him, and were protected by him, his
presence is sorely missed. But because of his
steadfast and constant service, the vibrant
commotion of democracy goes on. And as the
House returns this week for legislative busi-
ness, its members and staff do so with unfail-
ing gratitude for the life he led.

Having stood guard faithfully at the passage
to the People’s House, Thomas Coonan now
stands in the halls of eternity with Our Cre-
ator—forever strong, forever vigilant, and for-
ever at peace.

LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL
CENTURY OF SERVICE COM-
MEMORATIVE COIN ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ENI F. H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, September 10, 2012

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 2139, the Lions Clubs
International Century of Service Commemora-
tive Coin Act. | thank my colleague, Mr. RoSs-
KAM from lllinois, for introducing this bill which
would direct the Secretary of Treasury to mint
and issue $1 coins in commemoration of the
centennial of the founding of the Lions Clubs
International.

Founded in 1917 by Chicago businessman
Melvin Jones, the Lions Club has expanded to
over 46,000 clubs and 1.35 million members
worldwide. What began as a national associa-
tion extended beyond U.S. borders within 3
years of founding. Now, nearly a century later,
the Lions continue to carry out their motto
“We Serve” in 207 countries, touching every
corner of the globe.

In the last century, Lions Clubs International
has helped to solve problems and serve hu-
manitarian needs on the ground. Their serv-
ices reach the blind, youth, and the elderly
and also address health, the environment and
disaster relief.

| am especially grateful to the Lions for their
dedicated assistance to the people of my dis-
trict in American Samoa. Following the deadly
2009 tsunami that devastated villages in
American Samoa and Samoa, our local Lions
Clubs were among those that came to the aid
of our people. The Lions Club of Pago Pago
continued to provide relief to many residents
who lost their eyeglasses during the tsunami.
Volunteers offered residents eye screening
services that included complete eye examina-
tions to evaluate visual health and detect eye
diseases, prescriptions, and referral services.
The Apia Lions in Samoa also provided assist-
ance through disaster relief shelters and dis-
tributed donations such as clothing, food, and
medicine from international Lions Clubs mem-
bers.

| am proud to say that the Lions Club of
Pago Pago has provided consistent services
to our people of American Samoa and is a
priceless asset to our community. | commend
the Lions Clubs International and | stand in full
support of this bill which celebrates and hon-
ors a century of international leadership in hu-
manitarian service.

IN MEMORIAM AND REMEM-
BRANCE OF FIRST SERGEANT
ACKEEM PAUL GREEN 369TH
HARLEM  HELLFIGHTERS—HAR-
LEM YOUTH MARINES, INC.

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that | rise today to share the news of
a devastating loss to Harlem and the greater
New York City community. We joined with
many family members and friends at Memorial
Baptist Church to celebrate the life of Harlem
Youth Marine Cadet First Sergeant, Ackeem
Paul Green, who passed away Sunday, June
3, 2012, from a fatal gunshot wound.

On behalf of our beloved Village of Harlem,
my wife Alma and | want to extend our most
sincere and heartfelt sympathy, support, and
love to my beloved friend, Col. Gregory E.
Collins, and the entire family of the First Ser-
geant Ackeem Paul Green. At the age of 25
he was indeed a promising young man con-
tinuing the honorable legacy of his father to
better not only himself but his fellow commu-
nity youth members as well.

Great young men like Ackeem are precious
gifts that God has made to help make this
world a better and safer place for all of us.
First Sergeant Ackeem Paul Green lost his life
on the urban battlefield, from gun violence
right here at home, while enjoying a game of
basketball with friends on a Sunday afternoon.
First Sergeant Green was shot in the back by
the enemy of illegal guns in the hands of our
misguided youth. An enemy that has taken the
lives of so many of our promising young car-
nations and roses and that has declared war
throughout every urban neighborhood in the
United States of America.

Every time | hear the news that one of our
young sons, daughters, fathers, mothers, hus-
bands and wives are struck down by illegal
guns in the wrong hands of our misguided
young people—it pains my heart with depres-
sion and anger. What makes this very difficult
for me is that it has taken the life of a young
man whose very focus in life was to mentor
young men and women and provide them with
a positive direction through the principles and
leadership of the Harlem Youth Marines and
with the values and courage of the United
States Marine Corp.

Since the age of 15 Ackeem has committed
countless amounts of time and effort to the
Harlem Youth Marine Cadets (HYMC). Once
Ackeem reached the age limit to serve as a
cadet, he remained dedicated and continued
to serve the organization through volunteer
work. He took time to mentor young cadets
and served as a positive and much needed
role model to many of our youth both in and
outside of HYMC.

The Harlem Youth Marines, Inc. provides in-
struction in military grooming and development
to students willing and eager to learn. This
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program has supported the youth in my district
for over thirty years with an emphasis on
youth development through education and dis-
cipline. They also provide cadets with the op-
portunity to indulge in basic military skill build-
ing activities such as rappelling, marksman-
ship, and weapons safety. The children of
Harlem have thoroughly benefited from this
program through the development of body,
mind, and spirit. Ackeem was a remarkable
testament of their success.

Mr. Speaker, | know that we, the Village of
Harlem, will honor Ackeem’s life by ensuring
that his young infant son, Ackeem Paul Green,
Jr., follows in his father’s drill steps and ex-
ceeds his dreams and aspirations to be all
that he can be. May First Sergeant Ackeem
Paul Green’s legacy be far remembered and
everlasting, as we pick up the flag and defeat
this enemy of illegal gun violence that has de-
stroy the lives of our children, families and
communities. | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in honoring a great young
man and an impassioned mentor whose leg-
acy shall be far remembered and everlasting.

———

ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor St. Joseph’s Slovak Catholic
Church of Raritan, Somerset County, New Jer-
sey, which is celebrating 100 years as an im-
portant member of the local community.

Since St. Joseph’s establishment in 1912, it
has been contributing to the religious, cultural
and social diversity that has come to define
New Jersey. The church was initially founded
by immigrants fleeing religious persecution in
Slovakia. Many of the early members of the
congregation worked in the Woolen Mills,
Duke Park and along the railroads criss-
crossing the area. Beginning with only a hand-
ful of families, the parish of the new St. Jo-
seph’s Slovak Catholic Church gathered on
October 1, 1912 to form a church society with
the goal of raising enough money to build a
church where they could practice their faith in
their native tongue free from persecution or
prejudice.

In 1914, the society raised enough money
to purchase a piece of property in Raritan for
the construction of a church. The church was
formally dedicated in 1915 after a year of con-
struction. Adding to their permanent presence
in Raritan, the parish added an adjoining
school in 1926. The school initially had a class
of 234 students and was focused on providing
students with a source of education on their
Catholic faith and Slovak heritage.

St. Joseph'’s provides an exemplary illustra-
tion of the benefits of sharing culture and be-
liefs with others. Religious and cultural centers
such as St. Joseph’s, provide religious edu-
cation, philanthropic assistance for those in
need, and a greater sense of cultural aware-
ness to the local community while providing a
place for people to gather and worship.

The parish of St. Joseph’s has been very in-
volved in giving back to the community philan-
thropically, participating in food bank collec-
tions, gathering baby clothing and formula for
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struggling mothers, and joining other churches
in their charitable works. St. Joseph’s assist-
ance casts a wide net, helping people from
the Raritan area as well as participating in
worldwide assistance efforts.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating St. Joseph’s Slo-
vak Catholic Church for 100 years of dedi-
cated work on behalf of the Great State of
New Jersey.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
on January 20, 2009, the day President
Obama took office; the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $ 16,046,680,286,836.39. We've
added $5,419,803,237,923.31 dollars to our
debt in 3 years. This is $5.4 trillion in debt our
nation, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

————

CELEBRATING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF UNITY CHURCH IN
GRAPEVINE

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride that | recognize the 30th anniver-
sary of Unity Church located in Grapevine,
Texas. It is an honor for me to celebrate this
congregation’s achievement and share its his-
tory with my fellow colleagues in Congress.

The Unity Church of Northeast Tarrant
County, which is now commonly called the
Unity Church of Grapevine, held its first wor-
ship service in rented hotel facilities on Sep-
tember 12, 1982. The church moved to facili-
ties in Hurst, where they remained until 1991
when the church purchased property at 1970
E. Dove Road in Southlake, Texas.

In January 1996, the church purchased
5,825 acres on Hughes Road, one mile south
of downtown Grapevine. The church built a
13,116 square foot building which was dedi-
cated in September, 1996. Funding for the
building was through issuance of $920,000 in
church bonds through American Church Trust.
The bonds were re-financed in 2002, providing
funding for the start up of Hughes Road Mon-
tessori in September, 2003. The Church sold
1.75 acres of back property in 2005 for
$285,000, leaving it with roughly 4 acres. The
church received a signing bonus for the prop-
erty mineral rights from Chesapeake Explo-
ration in 2008 for the amount of $92,754.50
which was applied against the mortgage. A
campaign to pay off the mortgage of $106,000
by June 1, 2012 began February 12, 2012
from a $50,000 matching contribution from
anonymous donors.

For 26 years, Unity Church in Grapevine
has conducted a weekly ministry in the Fed-
eral Prison System at Federal Correctional In-
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stitute in Fort Worth, Texas. In June 1989, the
church received the John Templeton Radio
Grant to begin a radio ministry and in 1991
was awarded the first Voice of Unity Award for
excellence in broadcasting. Also in 1991, a
Care Team was established in the church with
its members making hospital calls, nursing
home visits, furnishing food for members as
needed, and contacting members by phone
once a month.

Active in the community, Unity Church of
Grapevine assists Grapevine Relief and Com-
munity Exchange (GRACE) by furnishing food
for the food pantry. The church partners with
Grapevine Middle School and has tithed to the
school over the past eleven years with funds
providing an after school martial arts program,
medical assistance, and for needs of students
and their families in time of crisis. Members
also volunteer as mentors to the students.

Rev. Carol Record has served the Unity
Church in Grapevine since its inception. She
served as Chaplain of Trinity Springs Pavilion
(the County psychiatric hospital), the first
woman president of Grapevine Rotary, a
member of the Chamber of Commerce, a 26-
year volunteer at Federal Correctional Insti-
tute, mentor at Grapevine Middle School, and
a MHMR Visions Board member. Rev. Record
leads the weekly Sunday services, teaches a
Bible class each week as well as spiritual
growth classes throughout the year. She is a
published author, a well known speaker, and
a community leader.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, | ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Unity Church in Grapevine on its 30th
anniversary.

—

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | was not
present for rollcall No. 558; had | been
present, | would have voted “aye.”

Mr. Speaker, | was not present for rollcall
No. 559; had | been present, | would have
voted “aye.”

REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in memory of the nearly three thou-
sand lives lost in the attacks of September
11th. On Patriots Day, we also honor the serv-
icemen and women who have paid the ulti-
mate price in the war on terror. We will never
be able to fully honor their sacrifice in the de-
fense of our freedoms.

In the 11 years since the devastation of that
day, our anger and sadness have turned to
unfaltering resolve and determination. On that
terrible day, 19 terrorists believed they would
bring America to its knees. They believed our
Nation and our people could be defeated by a
cowardly attack. They were wrong.
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Today, America is a brighter beacon of free-
dom than she ever has been. We remain a
nation inspired by the sacrifices of those be-
fore us and committed to the ideals they
fought so dearly to protect. Mr. Speaker, we
will never forget the loved ones and the he-
roes lost on that day.

HONORING JOHN TOS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. John Tos of Kings County, Cali-
fornia, as he is recognized by the Lemoore
Chamber of Commerce as the 2012
Agriculturalist of the Year. A third generation
farmer, John has been farming since 1961.
John has consistently maintained a deep com-
mitment to his family, faith, and community—
which serves as a clear testament to his supe-
rior moral character. He is well deserving of
this honor.

A passionate and proud son of the agri-
culturally rich San Joaquin Valley, John has
earned the respect and admiration of his
friends and neighbors. Tos Farms was started
in 1912, north of Hanford in an area called
Queen Wilhelmina Colony by Joe Tos, John’s
grandfather. John’s father and his Uncle Larry
were the second generation to take over the
family farming operation. Since then, John and
his son Jeff, along with Bill's son, Mark, have
become partners in the farming operation—
making Tos Farms, Inc. a four generation,
one-hundred year old farming operation.
Clearly, the Tos Family is a living example of
the American Dream—an illustration of suc-
cess that shows overcoming adversity and
achieving success is possible through hard
work and perseverance.

Today, Tos Farms employs an average of
250 to 300 people, many of whom have been
with the company for as long as 30 to 40
years.

John is not only being honored by the
Lemoore Chamber of Commerce for his exem-
plary work ethic, he is also being recognized
for his meaningful contributions to our commu-
nity. He and his wife of 50 years, Victoria Tos,
have been members of the Christian Re-
formed Church, where John has served on the
Church Council and as Deacon. In addition,
John has dedicated his time to the Hanford
Christian and Central Valley Christian School
Boards. He was also a member of the Cali-
fornia Tree Fruit Agreement (CTFA) for 30
years. Currently, John serves on the Marana
and Sierra Village Retirement Homes Board of
Directors. John also acts as Director of the
California Grape and Tree Fruit League, the
Kingsburg Federal Land Bank Association,
and the Burris Park Foundation. John’s stead-
fast devotion to his community is evident from
his loyalty and extensive contributions to our
Valley.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Mr. John Tos for his numerous
contributions to California agriculture, the San
Joaquin Valley, and our Nation. His selfless
nature and strong work ethic, truly exemplifies
the best of what our Nation has to offer.
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INSTRUCTIONAL LEADERSHIP ACT
OF 2012

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the Instructional Leadership Act of
2012, which will strengthen schools by helping
principals become high-performing instruc-
tional leaders.

The passage of No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) charged school principals with addi-
tional responsibilities. They not only serve as
organizational leaders, ensuring that school
culture and resources support teaching and
learning, but they are also accountable for stu-
dent achievement and the broader goals of
NCLB. Unfortunately, principals often lack the
appropriate training and resources needed to
accomplish these goals. It is time to bring at-
tention to the importance of developing pro-
grams that train principals on the best prac-
tices to guide instruction in schools, so that
they can more effectively support teachers in
improving student academic achievement.

The Instructional Leadership Act of 2012
provides grants to State and local educational
agencies to drive gains in academic achieve-
ment for all children by: 1) Creating innovative
programs and sites to train principals in in-
structional leadership skills including devel-
oping a school vision, staff development, and
effective instructional practices; 2) Developing
pilot programs to evaluate the incorporation of
standards of instructional leadership into State
principal certifications; and 3) Establishing
state-of-the-art principal induction programs
that provide mentoring and on-the-job training
for new principals.

This legislation is strongly supported by the
National Association of Elementary School
Principals (NAESP) and the National Associa-
tion of Secondary School Principals (NASSP),
two of the leading organizations working to de-
velop and promote excellence in school lead-
ers. The Instructional Leadership Act of 2012
represents a necessary first step towards de-
veloping the next generation of school leaders
who are committed to, and effective in, in-
creasing student achievement. | will continue
working to include this bill in the reauthoriza-
tion of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act during the next Congress, and |
urge you to join me in championing our Na-
tion’s principals by supporting this important
piece of legislation.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, September 10, 2012 | had obliga-
tions that necessitated my attention in Cham-
paign, lllinois and missed suspension votes on
H.R. 6186, which directs FEMA to assess op-
tions, methods, and strategies for making vol-
untary community-based flood insurance poli-
cies available through the National Flood In-
surance Program. H.R. 2139, which directs
the Secretary of the Treasury to mint and
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issue as legal tender $1 coins in commemora-
tion of the centennial of the founding of the
Lions Clubs International. And lastly, H.R.
6122, which directs the Librarian of Congress
to accept in the interest of the Library of Con-
gress, its collections, or its service personal
property valued at $25,000 or less, nonper-
sonal services, or voluntary and uncompen-
sated personal services.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“aye” on the above stated bills.

HONORING NEIL ARMSTRONG
HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of a true American
hero, the first human being to walk on the
moon, Neil Alden Armstrong.

I had the privilege of meeting Neil Arm-
strong, and even introduced my son Eli to him
at an event commemorating the 40th Anniver-
sary of the Apollo 11 landing. It has been said
that “we’re all dreamers,” but Neil Armstrong
inspired generations of Americans to dream
big and reach for the stars, both literally and
figuratively. He believed that the yearning to
explore is part of what makes us human and
his singular achievement on July 20, 1969 still
inspires.

A reluctant hero, Mr. Armstrong never used
his Apollo 11 achievement for personal gain.
On more than one occasion he questioned his
own notoriety, protesting that his walk on the
moon was the result of the dedication of more
than four hundred thousand people from engi-
neers who designed the Lunar Module to
ground controllers who monitored every as-
pect of the mission, to seamstresses, who
stitched by hand the suit that kept him alive on
the moon.

The late 1960’s was a time of tumult in
America, when our nation was riven by Viet-
nam, the struggle for civil rights and the
emerging women’s movement. In the midst of
this, Armstrong’s climb down the lunar mod-
ule’s ladder and his “giant leap for mankind”
united not just Americans, but people of all na-
tions as they watched. That night . . . July
20th, 1969, countless children—including a
nine-year old boy in Framingham, Massachu-
setts—looked up at the moon and dared to
dream.

Neil Armstrong is no longer with us, but it is
a remarkable testament that even now—more
than four decades after Eagle landed on the
Moon—the mission of Apollo 11 still inspires
us and challenges us to press forward in the
exploration of space.

———

HONORING THE IZAAK WALTON
LEAGUE OF AMERICA’S 90TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 11, 2012
Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the lzaak Walton League as it cele-
brates 90 years of defending Minnesota’s
great outdoors.
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In January 1922, a Minnesotan angler
named Will Dilg and a group of fisherman cre-
ated the lIzaak Walton League of America in
response to the environmental damage they
witnessed during the rapid industrialization fol-
lowing World War One. They began a grass-
roots campaign to educate the public about
the environment and worked to influence Con-
gress to adopt pro-conservation legislation.

Just a year after its creation, the Izaak Wal-
ton League successfully blocked legislation
that threatened wilderness land that is now the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area (BWCA). For
many years the League was the only organi-
zation working to defend this treasured land-
scape, which has become central to our
state’s identity. The Izaak Walton League of
America would go on to help establish the
Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and
Fish Refuge and prove instrumental in passing
the federal Clean Water Act in 1972. The
lzaak Walton League has always remained
true to its founding as a grassroots organiza-
tion. Their members share my belief that in
order to protect our nation’s wildlife and nat-
ural lands we must focus on bringing commu-
nities together around a shared appreciation of
nature. They do this through school Vvisits,
educational seminars, and hands on volunteer
work. In 2005, the League established the Na-
tional Conservation Scholarship Program to
develop future leaders who will carry on the
League’s mission. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pride to recognize the lzaak Walton
League and all its members on this anniver-
sary and wish them continued success on the
next 90 years.

———

REQUIRE THE VA TO CONSIDER
ALL QUALIFIED VETERANS

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
we are remiss in our duty to reintegrate those
who served in our military into the civilian
workforce. The awful truth is that 16.7 percent
of Iraq and Afghanistan servicemembers face
joblessness upon separation. To help address
this problem, | am introducing the Veterans
Employment Act of 2012, which will require
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to hire all
qualified veterans before considering other ap-
plicants. The Department of Veterans Affairs,
VA, has a workforce of 318,856 civilians, only
32 percent have actually ever worn the uni-
form. Increasing the amount of veterans they
employ, while decreasing the amount of un-
employed veterans, is a commonsense policy
that benefits everyone.

The number of claims for veterans’ disability
benefits that take more than 125 days to com-
plete has reached 560,000 unresolved cases.
The VA claims backlog is leaving too many
disabled veterans waiting an average of six
months to receive the disability benefits they
have earned. Worse, the Integrated Disability
Evaluation System, IDES, designed to make
the transition from wounded warrior to veteran
status more efficient, averages 394 days to
process each veteran.

Broadening the presence of veterans work-
ing for the VA will ultimately make the organi-
zation more responsive to the needs of our
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veterans. Having served in both the U.S. Army
and the Marine Corps, | understand the strong
bond of compassion shared between veterans
of all uniforms and across all generations.
There is a common culture, terminology and
expectation of care among military personnel
and veterans that have proven to be uncom-
mon to civilians who struggle to connect with
them. A dramatic increase in the number of
veterans working at the VA is one solution to
the systemic inefficiencies that have plagued
the department and the reason | am intro-
ducing this bill.

My bill will require the VA to consider all
qualified veterans for a job. If the VA deter-
mines none of those candidates meet the
qualifications, only then may they consider
non-veteran candidates. The VA will still be re-
quired to submit an explanation to the Office
of Personnel Management for all veterans
passed-over, in accordance with current regu-
lation. No qualifications for employment will be
changed or reduced. Requiring the VA to ex-
plain their hiring decisions introduces greater
transparency into the process.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
from both parties to fulfill our commitment to
veterans by recognizing their increased value
for employment in the VA.

————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF HAR-
LEM’S SOUTHERN STYLE FOOD
ICON, CALVIN COPELAND

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to cele-
brate the life and legacy of another Harlem’s
Southern Home Style Restaurant owner and
Master Chef, Calvin Copeland, who passed
away on Thursday morning, August 23. As we
remembered and recently celebrated the life of
Sylvia Woods, The Queen of Soul Food—cer-
tainly for 50 years, Mr. Calvin Copeland and
his famed Copeland’s Restaurant & Reliable
Catering was worthy and reigned with royalty
on West 145th Street, between Amsterdam
Avenue and Broadway in the Village of West
Harlem.

Born in Virginia on May 1, 1925, Mr.
Copeland headed north to live with an aunt
who taught him her secret recipe to making
finger licking good, fried chicken. Never one to
forget his southern roots, Mr. Copeland proud-
ly proclaimed Harlem as “the place” that
made him famous by cooking and serving his
delicious, and often catered, Southern foods
and a little bit of live Jazz.

Mr. Copeland started the business in 1958
as a catering service, one of Harlem’s first, in
a modest storefront on Broadway north of
148th Street. Mr. Copeland baked and deco-
rated cakes and only had but one worker, Ms.
Gertrude Clark, who is white and grew up on
a farm in upstate New York did whatever else
was needed, which often included preparing
Southern fare. Quoted in a New York Times
Article, she stated. “I had never eaten collard
greens in my life, and there | was making fried
chicken and souse meat.” Ms. Clark later be-
came Copeland’s banquet manager.

Mr. Copeland eventually rented the store
next door, opened up a hole in the wall, ex-
panded the kitchen and started serving break-
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fast and lunch, cafeteria style. In 1980, As
small business restaurateur, Copeland faced
many challenges. In 1981, the restaurant
burned to the ground and the insurance com-
pany went bankrupt before Mr. Copeland was
able to recoup his losses. He lost everything,
but the liquor. Back in the day Banks were not
prone to lending money to restaurants located
in Harlem, but because of the generosity of
friends and special loyal worker, Copeland
was able to reopen in grandeur. That very
special worker was Gertrude Clark who mort-
gaged her property in upstate New York,
which along with a small business loan helped
her boss secure financing for a new location,
on West 145th Street between Broadway and
Amsterdam in Hamilton Heights.

Calvin Copeland became an institution,
when he moved his business to 547 West
145th Street and opened Copeland’s Res-
taurant & Bar Lounge and Reliable Catering
Service, which was also a community buffet
style diner. Copeland’s became a destination
for black families from as far South as Florida
and the Carolinas and as far North as Buffalo,
New York to Canada. Black entertainers, like
Harry Belafonte and Stevie Wonder; a