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NTSB
• Independent Federal Agency 
• 5-Member Board

– President appointed, Senate confirmed
• 400 Staff
• Investigates accidents in all modes of 

transportation
• Determines probable cause
• Issues/Implements recommendations



Safety Recommendations
Issued Since 1967
TOTAL = 13,166

February 2010

Intermodal 234   1.78%

Marine 2345
17.81%

Pipeline 1243   9.44%

Aviation  5024
38.16%

Highway 2187    16.61%

Railroad 2133
16.20%



Selection of Rail Accidents
• We  launch on about 10 accidents each year
• 13 railroad investigators ~ 2 teams

– Investigator-In-Charge
– Signals
– Operations
– Track
– Human Performance
– Mechanical
– Hazardous Materials
– Event Recorders



Selection of Rail Accidents
Safety Issues

• Passenger Trains
• Fatalities (Public/Employee)
• Hazardous Material Releases 
• Trends

- Track
- Equipment
- Operation



• Completed investigations
• New investigations
• Federal Most Wanted List

Topics for Discussion



Newton, MA
May 28, 2008







Chatsworth, CA
September 12, 2008







Engineer’s Cell Phone Activity (On Duty)

Weekday Total Total
Messages Messages

Sent Received

Tuesday 19 13

Wednesday 67                      59 

Thursday 50                      42

Total 136 114



New
Investigations



Boston, MA
May 8, 2009







Washington, DC
June 22, 2009





















www.ntsb.gov
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