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North to Alaska...and Gold
Denali National Park

Grades Nine through Twelve

Objective
Students will compare and contrast the California Gold Rush with the Gold Rush that 
took place in Alaska.  

Subject AreA cOnnectiOn
Social Studies (American History)

SummAry
1. Display and examine the Denali National Park quarter design.  Locate this site on a 

class map.  Display and examine the Denali National Park quarter design.  Locate 
this site on a class map.  As background information, explain to the students that the 
United States Mint began to issue the quarters in the America the Beautiful Quar-
ters® Program in 2010.  By the time the program ends in 2021, there will be a total 
of 56 designs on the back of the coin.  Each design will focus on a different national 
site—one from each state, territory, and the District of Columbia.

2. Review with the students the conditions and events leading to the Gold Rush in 
California in 1848 and the following years.  Then explore some commonalities 
between this and other gold rushes throughout the world.

3. Discuss the geographical significance of Mt. McKinley, focusing on the 1880s gold 
rush. 

4. As a class, create a list of questions that a journalist might ask a person heading to 
California or Alaska to find gold and record the questions on the “A Reporter Wants 
to Know” worksheet.  

5. Divide the class into two groups called “Alaska” and “California.”  Have the stu-
dents research the answers to the class-generated questions for their assigned area.  
Use the research to complete the Venn diagram on the “North to Alaska...and Gold” 
worksheet.  Have the students write an essay focusing on the lessons a person par-
ticipating in the California Gold Rush might give to a person heading to Alaska.

ASSeSSment
•	 Take anecdotal notes about the students’ participation in the class discussion and 

group activity.
•	 Evaluate the worksheets and essays for understanding of the lesson objectives.
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North to Alaska...and Gold

reSOurceS
•	 “Denali National Park Quarter” page 
•	 “A Reporter Wants to Know” worksheet
•	 Venn diagram: “North to Alaska...and Gold”
•	 For Teachers: www.nps.gov/dena/forteachers/index.htm
•	 America the Beautiful Quarters Program: www.usmint.gov/kids/teachers/lesson-

Plans/atb/
Activity: www.nps.gov/webrangers/

http://www.nps.gov/dena/forteachers/index.htm
http://www.usmint.gov/kids/teachers/lessonPlans/atb/
http://www.usmint.gov/kids/teachers/lessonPlans/atb/
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Name ____________________________
Date ________________  Period _____

A Reporter Wants to Know

Directions:  Record the questions from the class discussion, 
allowing space for your researched answers.

______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________
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North to Alaska...and Gold

Name ____________________________
Date ________________  Period _____

Directions:  Fill in the Venn diagram below to compare 
these two gold rushes using your answers on the “A Reporter 
Wants to Know” worksheet.

	Ca lifOrniA bOth AlASkA
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Denali National Park Quarter
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