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This teaching
guide includes:
♦ 6 teacher-friendly

lesson plans that fit
easily into your
curriculum

♦♦♦♦♦ Reproducible student
worksheets that
coincide with each
lesson

♦♦♦♦♦ Fun state facts and
information on the
new quarter designs

♦♦♦♦♦ USA map template
with state outlines
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Visit us online at
www.usmint.gov/kids

Kids and coin collecting go hand in hand!   By downloading the most recent sets of 50
State Quarters® Program lesson plans, you are able to bring the excitement of America’s
quarter craze right into your own classroom.

Launched in 1999, the United States Mint 50 State Quarters Program is a 10-year coin
initiative commemorating each of the nation’s states in the order that were admitted into the
Union.  Approximately every ten weeks (five times a year) through 2008, a new limited-
edition quarter that displays an individual state’s design is released into general circulation.

As it has every year since the beginning of this program, the United States Mint is
offering the public three free sets of lesson plans (for grades K–1, 2–3, and 4–6) that are
designed to bring life to the history and beauty of our country.  Moreover, these plans,
created and reviewed by teachers to meet your curricular goals, draw upon the specific
designs of the commemorative quarter reverses to help inspire students to learn about the
culture, geography, and unique heritage of each state.

Each set of lesson plans blends clear instructions with kid-friendly reproducible
worksheets, background information, and answer keys to help make instruction easier for
you!

Within the 2002 50 State Quarters Program lesson plans, you will also notice a strong
connection to the United States Mint H.I.P. Pocket Change™ Web site (“HPC”).  Appearing
on the cover as well as within the plans themselves, the coin-loving HPC Pals will show you
ways to supplement the quarter activities with all of the fun and educational resources avail-
able on the site!

The United States Mint H.I.P. Pocket Change Web site, located at www.usmint.gov/
kids, is dedicated to promoting lifelong pleasure in coins and coin collecting.  Through
games, informational features, and interactive animated cartoons, HPC introduces students
to what’s H.I.P. about coins—they’re “History In your Pocket.”

The United States Mint is proud to be taking such an active role in promoting knowl-
edge about the individual states, their history and geography, and the rich diversity of the
national heritage among America’s youth.  Take some time to explore all of the high quality
educational resources available on the United States Mint H.I.P. Pocket Change Web site,
including the materials related to the 50 State Quarters Program!  We hope that you find
these resources to be an extremely valuable addition to your classroom.

The United States Mint
Has Big Plans for You!
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State Information 2002 Quarters

Tennessee
The Tennessee quarter, the first quarter of 2002 and
sixteenth in the series, celebrates the state’s contri-
butions to our nation’s musical heritage. The design
uses musical instruments and a score with the
inscription “Musical Heritage.” Three stars repre-
sent Tennessee’s three regions and the instruments
symbolize each region’s distinct musical style.

The fiddle represents the Appalachian music of east
Tennessee, the trumpet stands for the blues of west
Tennessee for which Memphis is famous, and the
guitar is for central Tennessee, home to Nashville,
the capital of country music.

State Capital:  . . . . . . . . . . . Nashville
State Bird:  . . . . . . . . . . Mockingbird
State Tree:  . . . . . . . . . . . Tulip Poplar
State Flower:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Iris

State Motto:  . . . . . . . Agriculture and
commerce

Entered Union (rank):  . . . . . . . . . . . June 1, 1796 (16)
Nickname:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Volunteer State,

The Big Bend State,
The Mother of Southwestern Statesmen

Origin of Name:  . . . . Named after Cherokee Indian
villages called “Tanasi”

State Song:  . . . . . . . . . . . . Seven official state songs:
“My Homeland, Tennessee,” “When It’s

Iris Time in Tennessee,”  “My Tennessee,”
“Tennessee Waltz,”  “Rocky Top,”  “Tennessee,”

and “The Pride of Tennessee.”

Ohio
The Ohio quarter, the second quarter of 2002 and
seventeenth in the series, honors the state’s contri-
bution to the history of aviation, depicting an early
aircraft and an astronaut, superimposed as a group
on the outline of the state. The design also includes
the inscription “Birthplace of Aviation Pioneers.”
The claim to this inscription is well justified — the

history making astronauts Neil Armstrong and John
Glenn were both born in Ohio, as was Orville
Wright, co-inventor of the airplane. Orville and his
brother, Wilbur Wright, also built and tested one of
their early aircraft, the 1905 Flyer III, in Ohio.

State Capital:  . . . . . . . . . . . Columbus
State Bird:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cardinal
State Tree:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Buckeye
State Flower:  . . . .Scarlet Carnation

State Motto:  . . . . With God, all things
are possible

Entered Union (rank):  . . . . . . . . . . March 1, 1803 (17)
Nickname:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Buckeye State
Origin of Name:  . . . . From the Iroquois Indian word

meaning “large river” or “beautiful river”
State Song:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Beautiful Ohio”

Louisiana
The Louisiana quarter, the third quarter of 2002 and
eighteenth in the series, displays the image of
Louisiana’s state bird — the pelican, a horn with
musical notes, and the outline of the Louisiana
Purchase territory, along with the inscription “Loui-
siana Purchase.”

Thomas Jefferson bought the Louisiana Territory
from Napoleon Bonaparte in 1803 for $15 million.
Dubbed the “greatest real estate deal in history” the
Louisiana Purchase added thirteen new states to the
Union, nearly doubling its size and making it one of
the largest countries in the world.

The horn on the coin is a tribute to the state’s
heritage of jazz music, a genre heard and played by
millions of enthusiasts around the globe. Jazz was
born in New Orleans over a hundred years ago, a
combination of elements from blues, ragtime, and
marching band music. A multitude of musicians
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State Information 2002 Quarters

propelled jazz from New Orleans’ French Quarter
onto the world stage, making the style a dominant
force in 20th Century music.

State Capital:  . . . . . . .  Baton Rouge
State Bird:  . . . . . . . . . . Brown Pelican
State Tree:  . . . . . . . . .  Bald Cypress
State Flower:  . . . . . . . . . . . Magnolia

State Motto:  . . . . . . Union, justice and
confidence

Entered Union (rank):  . . . . . . . . . . . April 30, 1812 (18)
Nickname:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pelican State
Origin of Name:  . . . . . . Named in honor of France’s

King Louis IV
State Song:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Give Me Louisiana” and

“You Are My Sunshine”

Indiana
The Indiana quarter, the fourth quarter of 2002 and
nineteenth in the series, represents the state pride in
the famous Indianapolis 500 race. The design
features the image of a racecar superimposed on an
outline of the state with the inscription “Crossroads
of America.” The design also includes 19 stars
signifying Indiana as the 19th state to ratify the
Constitution.

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway is a 2.5 mile
track built in 1909 for automotive research pur-
poses. While the track was and is used for research,
it is best known for hosting auto races, most fa-
mously, the Indy 500. The oldest auto race in the
world, the Indy 500 has been run every year since
1911, except during the two World Wars.

The winner of the first Indy 500 was Ray Harroun
whose car, the Marmon Wasp, is thought to have
been the first to have a single seat and to use a
rearview mirror. In the time since Harroun’s victory,
the Indy 500 has become an international event,
synonymous with auto racing.

State Capital:  . . . . . . . . . Indianapolis
State Bird:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cardinal
State Tree:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tulip Tree
State Flower:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peony

State Motto:  . . . . . . The crossroads of
America

Entered Union (rank):  . . . . December 11, 1816 (19)
Nickname:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hoosier State
Origin of Name:  . . . . . Means “Land of the Indians”
State Song:  . . . . . . . . “On the Banks of the Wabash,

Far Away”

Mississippi
The Mississippi quarter, the last quarter of 2002 and
20th in the series, combines two elegant magnolias
with the inscription “The Magnolia State.”

The magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora), named for the
French botanist Pierre Magnol, is strongly associ-
ated with the South, where the popular flower was
introduced from Asia. This association helped
Mississippi to adopt it as the state flower in 1952.

In 1900, when Mississippi schoolchildren were
asked to vote for a state flower, they chose the
magnolia over cape jasmine, yellow jasmine, cotton,
and others. The selection remained unofficial,
however, until February 26, 1952, when the Missis-
sippi legislature finally adopted the magnolia as the
state flower, opposed by only one vote.  A similar
election for state tree in 1935 gave the magnolia a
landslide victory, made official on April 1, 1938.

State Capital:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jackson
State Bird:  . . . . . . . . . . . Mockingbird
State Tree:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Magnolia
State Flower:  . . . . . . . . . . . Magnolia
State Motto: Virtute et armis (By valor

and arms)
Entered Union (rank):  . . . . . December 10, 1817 (20)
Nickname:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Magnolia State
Origin of Name:  . . . . Possibly based on  Chippewa

 “mici zibi,”  loosely meaning “great river”
State Song:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“Go Mississippi”
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Reproducible Coin Sheet
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50 State Quarters Program
The United States Mint

Release Year/State Statehood Date

1999
Delaware  . . . . . . . . . . . . December 7, 1787
Pennsylvania  . . . . . . . . December 12, 1787
New Jersey  . . . . . . . . . December 18, 1787
Georgia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 2, 1788
Connecticut  . . . . . . . . . . . . January 9, 1788

2000
Massachusetts  . . . . . . . . . February 6, 1788
Maryland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 28, 1788
South Carolina  . . . . . . . . . . May 23, 1788
New Hampshire  . . . . . . . . . June 21, 1788
Virginia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 25, 1788

2001
New York  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 26, 1788
North Carolina  . . . . . .November 21, 1789
Rhode Island  . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29, 1790
Vermont  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 4, 1791
Kentucky  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 1, 1792

2002
Tennessee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 1, 1796
Ohio  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 1, 1803
Louisiana  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 30, 1812
Indiana  . . . . . . . . . . . . December 11, 1816
Mississippi  . . . . . . . . . December 10, 1817

2003
Illinois  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . December 3, 1818
Alabama  . . . . . . . . . . . December 14, 1819
Maine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 15, 1820
Missouri  . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 10, 1821
Arkansas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 15, 1836

Release Year/State Statehood Date

2004
Michigan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 26, 1837
Florida  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 3, 1845
Texas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .December 29, 1845
Iowa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .December 28, 1846
Wisconsin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29, 1848

2005
California  . . . . . . . . . . . September 9, 1850
Minnesota  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 11, 1858
Oregon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .February 14, 1859
Kansas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 29, 1861
West Virginia  . . . . . . . . . . . . June 20, 1863

2006
Nevada  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 31, 1864
Nebraska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 1, 1867
Colorado  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 1, 1876
North Dakota  . . . . . . . . November 2, 1889
South Dakota  . . . . . . . . November 2, 1889

2007
Montana  . . . . . . . . . . . . November 8, 1889
Washington  . . . . . . . . . November 11, 1889
Idaho  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 3, 1890
Wyoming  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 10, 1890
Utah  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 4, 1896

2008
Oklahoma  . . . . . . . . . . November 16, 1907
New Mexico  . . . . . . . . . . . January 6, 1912
Arizona  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .February 14, 1912
Alaska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 3, 1959
Hawaii  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 21, 1959




