
Table 21. Standard errors for life insurance plans: Maximum benefit amount, private industry workers, 
National Compensation Survey, March 2011

Characteristics

With
maximum

benefit
amount

Maximum benefit amount1 With no
maximum

benefit
amount

10th
percentile

25th
percentile

50th
percentile
(median)

75th
percentile

90th
percentile

All workers ............................................................. 1.1 $0.00 $3,492.85 $11,998.33 $76,898.24 $0.00 1.1

Worker characteristics

Management, professional, and related ................ 1.6  0.00  0.00  0.00  11,715.37  276,919.34 1.6
Management, business, and financial ............... 1.9  0.00  0.00  69,419.02  45,541.19  484,235.48 1.9
Professional and related .................................... 2.1  0.00  0.00  23,753.95  42,059.48  41,327.96 2.1

Service ................................................................... 3.0  0.00  0.00  40,957.29  15,620.50  0.00 3.0
Protective service .............................................. 10.1 – – – – – 10.1

Sales and office ..................................................... 1.4  0.00  0.00  0.00  11,045.36  127,859.30 1.4
Sales and related ............................................... 2.1 – – – – – 2.1
Office and administrative support ...................... 1.7  0.00  4,418.14  10,272.78  131,272.62  469,979.79 1.7

Natural resources, construction, and maintenance 2.9  0.00  10,598.94  57,584.37  358,761.76  0.00 2.9
Construction, extraction, farming, fishing, and
forestry ............................................................. 5.9 – – – – – 5.9

Installation, maintenance, and repair ................. 3.3  0.00  20,386.40  46,502.15  112,021.96  0.00 3.3
Production, transportation, and material moving ... 1.7  0.00  18,695.72  0.00  0.00  0.00 1.7

Production ......................................................... 2.5  0.00  7,810.25  55,820.07  0.00  0.00 2.5
Transportation and material moving .................. 2.7  0.00  0.00  46,370.79  77,380.62  133,860.94 2.7

Full time ................................................................. 1.1  0.00  1,562.05  22,983.91  99,925.42  0.00 1.1
Part time ................................................................ 3.7 – – – – – 3.7

Union ..................................................................... 2.7  0.00  3,492.85  7,810.25  242,135.38  0.00 2.7
Nonunion ............................................................... 1.2  0.00  1,562.05  1,352.77  72,006.94  0.00 1.2

Average wage within the following categories:2
Lowest 25 percent ............................................. 3.8  0.00  0.00  55,869.22  86,267.03  0.00 3.8

Lowest 10 percent ......................................... 5.3 – – – – – 5.3
Second 25 percent ............................................ 1.7  0.00  0.00  22,491.89  0.00  0.00 1.7
Third 25 percent ................................................ 1.3  0.00  22,649.72  44,250.42  123,490.89  0.00 1.3
Highest 25 percent ............................................ 1.4  0.00  0.00  15,620.50  264,397.43  493,963.56 1.4

Highest 10 percent ........................................ 1.8  0.00  6,345.08  76,156.94  281,927.30  351,721.48 1.8

Establishment characteristics

Goods-producing industries ................................... 2.0  0.00  5,522.68  7,810.25  131,852.19  541,109.97 2.0
Construction ...................................................... 6.7 – – – – – 6.7
Manufacturing .................................................... 2.1  0.00  41,695.32  0.00  277,785.89  331,360.83 2.1

Service-providing industries .................................. 1.2  0.00  0.00  48,132.94  117,756.19  0.00 1.2
Trade, transportation, and utilities ..................... 1.9  0.00  0.00  18,613.97  114,786.76  127,261.54 1.9

Wholesale trade ............................................. 3.3  0.00  29,400.17  46,390.52  0.00  0.00 3.3
Retail trade .................................................... 2.5  0.00  0.00  0.00  93,397.00  39,824.62 2.5
Transportation and warehousing ................... 4.7  0.00  5,411.10  38,784.79  93,397.00  34,928.50 4.7
Utilities ........................................................... 5.7 – – – – – 5.7

See footnotes at end of table.
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Characteristics

With
maximum

benefit
amount

Maximum benefit amount1 With no
maximum

benefit
amount

10th
percentile

25th
percentile

50th
percentile
(median)

75th
percentile

90th
percentile

Information ......................................................... 3.0 $50,162.24 $120,237.27 $349,634.09 $0.00 $0.00 3.0
Financial activities ............................................. 1.7  0.00  0.00  83,507.60  0.00  0.00 1.7

Finance and insurance .................................. 1.8  0.00  0.00  98,334.73  0.00  0.00 1.8
Credit intermediation and related activities 1.5  0.00  8,732.12  103,567.56  0.00  0.00 1.5
Insurance carriers and related activities .... 3.9  0.00  0.00  155,422.01  0.00  927,317.10 3.9

Professional and business services .................. 3.2  0.00  42,628.51  38,262.25  173,679.30  0.00 3.2
Professional and technical services .............. 2.9  0.00  29,791.78  49,495.05  120,237.27  180,988.95 2.9
Administrative and waste services ................ 7.9 – – – – – 7.9

Education and health services ........................... 3.0  0.00  0.00  33,136.08  0.00  0.00 3.0
Educational services ...................................... 2.6  0.00  0.00  20,663.98  64,556.33  0.00 2.6

Junior colleges, colleges, and universities 3.2  0.00  0.00  25,903.67  0.00  0.00 3.2
Health care and social assistance ................. 3.6  0.00  1,562.05  27,055.50  59,481.09  0.00 3.6

Leisure and hospitality ....................................... 6.0 – – – – – 6.0
Accommodation and food services ................ 7.3 – – – – – 7.3

Other services ................................................... 7.1 – – – – – 7.1

1 to 99 workers ...................................................... 1.8  0.00  21,403.50  42,485.17  0.00  0.00 1.8
1 to 49 workers .................................................. 2.1  0.00  6,673.08  32,230.89  0.00  169,192.43 2.1
50 to 99 workers ................................................ 2.7 – – – – – 2.7

100 workers or more .............................................. 1.3  0.00  2,705.55  3,905.12  66,730.80  0.00 1.3
100 to 499 workers ............................................ 1.4  0.00  0.00  71,892.49  0.00  0.00 1.4
500 workers or more .......................................... 2.1  0.00  0.00  63,503.62  0.00  366,333.18 2.1

Geographic areas

New England ......................................................... 3.9  0.00  24,136.07  3,905.12  11,045.36  201,861.34 3.9
Middle Atlantic ....................................................... 2.9  0.00  0.00  56,450.33  0.00  0.00 2.9
East North Central ................................................. 3.7  0.00  36,273.54  23,469.77  157,275.24  0.00 3.7
West North Central ................................................ 2.9 – – – – – 2.9
South Atlantic ........................................................ 2.3 – – – – – 2.3
East South Central ................................................ 2.5 – – – – – 2.5
West South Central ............................................... 2.8 – – – – – 2.8
Mountain ................................................................ 5.2  0.00  0.00  58,488.29  303,697.22  364,998.63 5.2
Pacific .................................................................... 2.7 – – – – – 2.7

1 The 10th, 25th, 50th, 75th, and 90th percentiles designate position within
each published series. For example, at the 50th percentile or median, half of the
participating workers receive the same as or more than the benefit shown, and
half receive the same as or less than the benefit shown. At the 25th percentile,
one-fourth of the participating workers receive the same or less than the benefit
shown. The remaining percentiles follow the same logic.

2 The categories are based on the average wage for each occupation
surveyed, which may include workers with earnings both above and below the

threshold. The average wages are based on the estimates published in the
"National Compensation Survey: Occupational Earnings in the United States,
2010." See Technical Note for more details.

NOTE: Dash indicates no workers in this category or data did not meet
publication criteria. For definitions of major plans, key provisions, and related
terms, see the "Glossary of Employee Benefit Terms" at
www.bls.gov/ncs/ebs/glossary20102011.htm.


