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MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. XLIII

trust companies, and savings banks; individuals have hoarded
their cash and the workingmen their earnings; all of which
money has been withheld and kept in hiding or in the safe deposit
box to the detriment of prosperity. Through the agency of the
postal savings banks such money would be restored to the
channels of trade, to the mutual benefit of capital and labor.

I further commend to the Congress the consideration of the
Postmaster-General’s recommendation for an extension of the
parcel post, especially on the rural routes. There are now 38,215
rural routes, serving nearly 15,000,000 people who do not have
the advantages of the inhabitants of cities in obtaining their sup-
plies. These recommendations have been drawn up to benefit
the farmer and the country storekeeper; otherwise, I should not
favor them, for I believe that it is good policy for our Government
to do everything possible to aid the small town and the country
districz, It is desirable that the country merchant should not be
crushed out.

The fourth-cluss postmasters’ convention has passed a very
strong resolution in favor of placing the fourth-class postmasters
under the civil-service law. The Administration has already
put into effect the policy of refusing to remove any fourth-class
postmasters save for reasons connected with the good of the serv-
ice; and it is endeavoring so far as possible to remove them
from the domain of partisan politics. It would be a most desirable
thing to put the fourth-class postmasters in the classified service.
It is possible that this mmight be done without Congressional
action, but, as the matter is debatable, I earnestly recommend
that the Congress enact a law providing that they be included
under the civil-service law and put in thé classified service.

Oklahoma has become a State, standing on a full equality with

her elder sisters, and her future is assured by
Oklahoma. her great natural resources. The duty of the

National Government to guard the personal and
property rights of the Indians within her borders remains of
course unchanged.

I reiterate my recommendations of last year as regards Alaska.
Some form of local self-government should be provided, as simple

and inexpensive as possible; it is impossible for
Alaska, the Congress to devote the necessary time to
all the little details of necessary Alaskan leg-
islation. Road building and railway building should be en-
couraged. The Governor of Alaska should be given an ample
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