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INTERAGENCY VOLUNTEER PASS
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AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL
THE NATIOHAL PARKS AND FEDERAL RECREATIONAL LANDS PASS
Valid for entrance or standard amenity fees ot Federal Recreation sites
for pass holder and occupants of o single, private nan-commercial vehicle
OR pass holder und three persans (16 and older} where per person fees
are charged. NOT covered: camping, lours, special racreation permits, elc.
MAY NOT cover: argenized groups er ion: facililies or activilies.
NOQT respansibie for misploced, last, or stoten cards

U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service « Forest Service
Bursau of Land Management + Mational Park Service + Burzau of Reclamation

VALID PHOTO 1D REQUIRED
Signatvre Requirsd

NPS Glacier NP - Mike Momeosh VGIT IF ALTERED » NON TRANSFERABLE + NON REFUNDABLE

What is the Interagency Volunteer Pass?

Congress authorized the Secretaries of the Departments of Agriculture and Interior to issue an annual
pass for entrance or standard amenity fees to volunteers in exchange for the performance of significant
volunteer services. The Volunteer Pass is one of many ways to recognize a volunteer’s contributions.
Individuals who already possess an Interagency Access or Senior Pass do not need an Interagency
Volunteer Pass. In cases where someone already possesses an Interagency Pass, supervisors are
encouraged to look for other forms of recognition.

Cost
Free
Availability

1) The Interagency Volunteer Pass will be available through agency-specific volunteer program
coordinators.

2) The Interagency Volunteer Pass may be issued free of charge to volunteers who accrue 250
volunteer hours provided that they do not already have a valid Interagency Pass.

3) The Interagency Volunteer Pass is valid for one year from the month of issuance.

4) Volunteers may count any hours accrued beginning January 1, 2007.

5) There is no specific time frame in which the volunteer hours must be accrued. Once the 250 hour
requirement is reached and a pass is issued, the volunteer’s hours are reset to zero and the count
begins again. Only one Interagency Volunteer Pass may be issued per 12-month period.

6) Interagency Volunteer Passes are not transferable.

7) Each site should designate a Volunteer Coordinator or staff member to track hours and issue the
Interagency Volunteer Passes.

8) Volunteer Coordinators are responsible for ordering volunteer passes through USGS or the site’s
Interagency pass point-of-contact.

Validation

1) The pass must be punched with an expiration date at the time it is issued. The pass should be
punched for the month in which it is issued.

2) The pass will have one signature line. The pass is not valid until it is signed, so the volunteer must
sign the pass with first and last name when the pass is issued.

29




Understanding the 250 Hour Requirement to Earn a Pass

Volunteers may only be recognized with one pass every 12 months. Once the 250 hour requirement is
reached and a pass is issued, the volunteer’s pass credit hours reset to zero. If a volunteer gives more
than 250 hours in any 12 month period, the pass-credit hours do not roll over into the next 12 month
period. (There are many other instances when a volunteer’s hours WILL roll over, but not for the
Volunteer Pass).

An example: Brooke Trout reached her 250th hour in October 2011. In October 2011 she was
recognized with a pass that expired October 31, 2012 and her pass hours reset to zero. During the
following 12 months, from November 2011 to October 2012, Brooke volunteered 575 hours, reaching the
250 hour mark in May 2012. However, because Brooke still had a valid pass from the previous year, she
could not be recognized with another pass until November 2012 (after her first pass had expired). In
November 2012, when she was recognized with her second pass, her Volunteer Pass hours reset to
zero.

Circumstances in Brooke's life changed after November 2012, and she was only able to volunteer 150
hours during the following 12 months, from November 2012 to November 2013. Therefore, Brooke found
she would have to volunteer an additional 100 hours to reach a total of 250 hours worked since issuance
of her previous pass.
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Additional Information
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Motorcycles: At sites with vehicle entrance fees the Volunteer Pass will cover entrance for the
pass owner on one motorcycle only.

Volunteer Coordinators or designated staff members are responsible for ordering Volunteer
Passes through USGS or the site’s Interagency Pass point-of-contact.

Student Conservation Association (SCA) hours do count towards a Volunteer Pass.

Each agency has its own form that Volunteer Coordinators use to track volunteer hours, so there
is not one official interagency form.

All volunteer activities count toward the 250 hours, so long as they are pre-approved by a
Volunteer Coordinator and occur on Federal lands managed by one or all of the five participating REA
agencies.

The designated Volunteer Coordinator who verifies that a volunteer has accrued 250 hours is the
person responsible for issuing the Volunteer Pass.

Frequently Asked Questions — Volunteer Pass

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

What is the Volunteer Pass?

A “Volunteer Pass” is an annual pass awarded to those individuals who volunteer 250 hours at one or
more recreation sites managed by five Federal agencies as a way to say "thank you!"

Where can volunteers accrue hours (on which agency lands)?

Volunteer hours may be accrued on lands managed by the following:
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) http://www.blm.gov

Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) http://www.usbr.gov

Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) http://www.fws.gov

USDA Forest Service (USDA FS) http://www.fs.fed.us

National Park Service (NPS) http://www.nps.gov

PopoTp

Where can | find out about volunteer opportunities on Federal recreation lands?

http://www.volunteer.gov/gov/

Do we need to stock Volunteer Passes at all locations where other passes are sold?

No. Volunteer coordinators should work with USGS or the site’s pass POC to order Volunteer Passes
as needed.

How will volunteer hours be recorded and tracked?
The site supervisor or Volunteer Coordinator/Manager should provide timesheets for volunteers to

record their hours (maintaining copies for their own record as needed). Additionally, volunteers may
log their hours into a central database found on: http://www.volunteer.gov/gov/VT/

Who will issue the Volunteer Pass?

The Site Supervisor/Volunteer Coordinator/Manager who authorizes that a volunteer has accrued 250
hours.
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7) Can a volunteer accrue hours on lands managed by more than one Federal agency, or can
they only accrue them by volunteering with one agency?

A volunteer can accrue 250 hours by volunteering on Federal recreation lands managed by one or all
of five agencies - NPS, BLM, USDA FS, FWS, and Reclamation. For example, they can volunteer 50
hours for each of the five agencies and earn a pass.

8) What type of volunteer activities/projects count towards 250 Volunteer Pass hours?

All activities that have been pre-approved by the Site Supervisor/Volunteer Coordinator count toward
the required 250 hours.

9) If a person volunteers more than 250 hours in 12 month period, do they receive additional
passes?

No. If a volunteer works more than the 250 hours over a 12 month period they earn only one pass.

10) Can a volunteer give their pass to someone else if they already have an annual or lifetime
pass?

No. Volunteer Passes are non-transferable and may not be given to someone else or traded in for
cash equivalent. The Volunteer Pass is only one means of recognizing a volunteer, so if a volunteer
already has a pass, other types of acknowledgement should be offered in place of a pass.

11) What if someone shows up with an un-punched Volunteer Pass?

Punch the current month; make sure the pass owner’s signature is on the back of the card; and verify
that the signature matches identification.

12) What if a couple each have earned 250 volunteer hours? Can | issue both of them passes?

Yes. All volunteers that have volunteered 250 hours are eligible to receive a pass.

REMEMBER: Refer to the General Pass Rules and Benefits on Page 10 that apply to
ALL Interagency passes
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