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1. Introduction 

Prioritized Examination for newly filed applications (Track I) and for requests for continued examination 
(PE‐RCE) provides applicants with greater control over when their applications are examined and 
promotes greater efficiency in the patent examination process. Prioritized Examination allows 
applicants who submit a request and pay an additional fee to have their application accorded special 
status during prosecution before the patent examiner. 

The resource page for Prioritized Examination can be located at: 
http://www.uspto.gov/aia_implementation/patents.jsp#heading‐5 

2. Basic Guidelines for Filing a Request for Prioritized Examination: 

	 User must be able to access EFS‐Web. 

	 User must be a registered eFiler, except that an unregistered eFiler may file a new application 
which includes a request for Track I prioritized application. 

	 Applicants are strongly advised to transmit their electronic filings sufficiently early in the day to 
allow time for alternative filing such as EFS‐Web Contingency when transmission cannot be 
initiated or correctly completed. 

o	 It is strongly recommended that applicants use the Office’s certification and request 
form PTO/SB/424 to request prioritized examination, but the form is not required. The 
form is available on the Office’s Internet Web site at 
http://www.uspto.gov/forms/index.jsp. Failure to use form PTO/SB/424 could result in 
the Office not recognizing the request or delays in processing the request. If applicant 
decides to use an applicant‐created form for requesting prioritized examination (Track I 
or PE‐RCE), applicant’s form should be an equivalent to the Office’s form. See the 
Federal Register Notice titled “Changes to Implement the Prioritized Examination Track 
(Track I) of the Enhanced Examination Timing Control Procedures under the Leahy‐Smith 
America Invents Act” available at 
http://www.uspto.gov/aia_implementation/patents.jsp#heading‐5. 

	 Consult the current fee schedule available at 
http://www.uspto.gov/about/offices/cfo/finance/fees.jsp for the correct fee amounts. The fees 
required to be paid on a utility patent application upon filing a request for prioritized 
examination of that application are: 

o	 Basic filing fee, as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(a). 
o	 Search fee, as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(k). 
o	 Examination fee, as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(o). 
o	 Publication fee, as set forth in 37 CFR 1.18(d). 
o	 Prioritized examination processing fee, as set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(i). 
o	 Prioritized examination fee, as set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(c). 
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o	 If applicable, any application size fee, due because the specification and drawings 
exceed 100 sheets of paper, as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(s). 

o	 If applicable, any excess independent claim fee, due because the number of 
independent claims exceeds three, as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(h). 

o	 If applicable, any excess claim fee, due because the number of claims exceeds twenty, 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(i). 

o	 If requesting prioritized examination for an RCE , RCE fee, as set for in 37 CFR 1.17(e). 

Prioritized Examination requests via EFS‐Web are accepted only for nonprovisional utility applications. 
Requests for prioritized examination for plant applications must be filed by paper. 

	 If a Prioritized Examination request has been submitted but a necessary component has been 
omitted, the omitted component must be submitted as a follow‐on paper on the same day as 
the original submission. Prioritized Examination requests that are not complete on the day 
they are submitted will be dismissed. 

	 For more information on submitting applications electronically via EFS‐Web please review the 
EFS‐Web Guidance and Resources page located at 
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/efs/guidance/index.jsp. A link to the Federal 
Register notice entitled “Changes to Implement the Prioritized Examination Track (Track I) of the 
Enhanced Examination Timing Control Procedures under the Leahy‐Smith America Invents Act” 
is available at http://www.uspto.gov/aia_implementation/patents.jsp#heading‐5. 

Warning: For your protection, your EFS‐Web sessions will time‐out after one hour of inactivity. A 
Prioritized Examination request that has not been submitted or saved after one hour of inactivity will be 
lost. You will need to login to EFS‐Web again and re‐enter the Prioritized Examination from the start. 

3. Filing a Request for Prioritized Examination of a Newly Filed 
Application (Track I): 

Application Process 

Once you have signed on to EFS‐Web as a registered user, you will need to certify that you are the 
certificate holder or working under the authority of the certificate holder. You also have the ability to 
submit this request as an unregistered eFiler. 

To submit a Track I – Prioritized Examination on the certification screen select the radio button “New 
Application”. The Web screen will expand to display additional options. Select the radio button located 
next to “Utility” to display more options and then select the radio button “Track I Prioritized 
Examination – Nonprovisional Application under 35 USC 111(a)”. Next, to view the “Application Data” 
screen, click on the “Continue” button. 
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Application Data 

On the “AApplication Daata” screen p lease compleete the biblioggraphical dataa. If you are a registered eeFiler 
you will b e able to seleect a Customeer Number froom a drop doown menu or key in a validd Customer 
Number. If you do nott have a Custoomer Numbe r you may pr ovide a Correespondence AAddress. To rreach 
the “Attacch Documentts” screen, cli ck on the “Coontinue” buttton. 

EFS‐Web Prioritized Exxamination Q uick Start Gu ide 5 



 
 

 
 

	
 
   
 
 
 

 
 
   

   
 

 

	

 
   

   
     
 
    

 
 
   

 

 
 
   

 
      
   
 
     
     

   

     
      
     

  
 

   
     
   
 

 

 
   
 
     
   
   
   

     
 

   
 

   
   
   

   
   
     
 

 
   
    

   
   

     
 
   

 
   
     
     
 

 
    
  

 

 
   
 
 
   
 
 
   

Attach Documents 

On the “AAttach Documments” screen , upload the CCertification aand Request for Prioritizedd Examinatio n 
form (PTOO/SB/424) or its equivalennt. Failure to use form (PT TO/SB/424) orr its equivalennt could resu lt in 
the Officee not recognizzing the requeest or delays in processingg the request . Please clickk on the “Browwse” 
button to upload your completed d ocument. Onnce the form has been att ached, you wwill need to in dex 
the documment correctl y. Help text ddisplayed bel ow the appliccation type p rovides the ccorrect indexi ng of 
the documment. For thee “Category” drop down mmenu you will select “Trackk I – Prioritizeed Examinatiion” 
and on th e “Documentt Description”” drop down menu you wi ill select “TracckOne Requeest”. Once thhe 
appropriaate selections have been mmade, you wil l then click onn the button “Upload & VValidate”. Youu will 
need to a ttach and inddex each of yoour applicatioon documentss. 
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Review DDocuments 

On the “RReview Documments” screenn a message wwill appear too include the Certification and Request for 
Prioritizedd Examinationn form (PTO/ SB/424), alth ough the useer is able to p roceed withoout attaching the 
PTO/SB/4424. Once youu have uploadded all of thee necessary doocuments forr your submisssion and receeived 
no validattion errors cli ck on the “Coontinue” buttton to reach tthe “Calculatee Fees” screeen. 
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Calculatee Fees 

On the “CCalculate Feess” screen, undder the Utilityy Patent Appl ication Filing Fees section , select the 
checkbox for “Track I –– Prioritized EExam”. Oncee that box is c hecked it wil l automatical ly check the bboxes 
for Filing, Search, and Exam fees. UUnder Miscell aneous Fees, the Processi ng and Publiccation fees arre 
automaticcally checked as well. For Track I – Priooritized Examiination the p rocessing andd publication fees 
are requirred at filing. Once you havve checked anny additional appropriate boxes, click oon the “Calculate” 
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button to add up the selected fees. Next, click oon the “Continnue” button tto reach the CConfirm & Suubmit 
screen. 

If you chooose to pay feees in a followw‐on submissiion, the fee ppayment mustt be processeed before middnight 
11:59:59 pm (Eastern TTime) on the same day un der Track I reequirements. You will receeive a warningg 
message iif required fe es are uncheccked. 

Confirm & Submit 

On the Coonfirm & Submmit screen, Reegistered eFi lers will have the opportu nity to save ttheir submissiions 
to file at aa later time. TTo do so, clic k on the butt on “Save for Later Submisssion” listed aat the bottomm of 
the screenn. Saved sub missions will be available for seven caleendar days frrom the initiaal date saved. You 
may also review a docuument by cliccking on the ddocument namme. To submmit your appliccation click o n the 
“Submit” button locat ed at the bot tom of the sccreen. 
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After clickking the “Submit” button tthe next screeen will indicatte that the U SPTO has recceived your 
submissioon. EFS‐Web will display thhe applicationn number, coonfirmation n umber, EFS‐ID number, annd 
the total ffees due. Youu have the opption of payinng the fees immmediately orr paying the f ees later. As a 
registeredd eFiler you mmay choose too pay fees lateer as a followw–on submiss ion. If you arre filing as an 
unregistered eFiler andd wish to payy fees online, yyour paymennt should be i ncluded with the current 
submissioon, since unreegistered eFileers cannot filee a follow‐onn submission. Fee paymentt is considereed 
timely if ppaid before mmidnight Easteern Time on t he day the reequest is submmitted. If youu choose to ppay 
now click on the “YES! I want to pa y now” buttoon. 

EFS‐Web Prioritized Exxamination Q uick Start Gu ide 10 



 
 

 
 
	

 
 
   
 
   
 

 

 

	

   
 

   
   

 

 

     
    
       
     
   

   

   
   
   
   
     

 

     
   
   
   

   

 
   
     
        
   

   
   
   
 

 
   
 
     

 

 
  

  

Pay Feess 

When payying fees, youu have the op tion of payingg via Charge UUSPTO Depossit Account, CCharge Creditt 
Card, or EElectronic Funnds Transfer. Select the radio button thhat coincides with your meethod of paymment. 
The revieww fees sectio n of the Pay FFees screen wwill display thee fees being ccollected for the applicatioon. 
The Total Payment is liisted on the bbottom right oof the screen n. To make a payment, clicck the “Start 
online pa yment proceess” button located at the bottom of thee screen. 
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Acknowlledgement RReceipt 

Once you have provideed all of the nnecessary payyment inform mation and yo ur payment iss processed 
successfully, you will reeceive your AAcknowledgemment Receiptt on the screeen. You also hhave several 
actions yoou may take, such as print ing or saving the receipt. If you submitt your applicaation as a 
registeredd eFiler you a lso have the ooption of viewwing the acknnowledgemennt receipt undder My Workkplace 
of EFS‐Weeb. The Ackn owledgemennt Receipt dispplays the appplication deta ils of the sub mission, incluuding 
the total aamount paid.. 
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To ensuree that your appplication is c omplete and loaded correectly to USPTOO internal sysstems, you caan 
review yoour filed appli cation in Privvate PAIR as aa Registered eeFiler. Submissions are av ailable in Privvate 
PAIR apprroximately 155 minutes afteer they are suubmitted in E FS‐Web. 

If you havve any questioons or concerrns regarding filing in EFS‐WWeb, please contact the PPatent EBC 
Monday ‐‐ Friday, from 6:00 a.m. to 12 Midnight Eastern Timee, by email ebbc@uspto.govv or telephonne 
866‐217‐99197. 

4. Filinng a Requuest for Prrioritizedd Examinaation for aan RCE: 

Applicaation Proocess 

Prioritizedd Examinationn may also bee requested foor an existingg application in which an RRCE has been filed, 
or is conc urrently bein g filed. Oncee you have siggned on to EFFS‐Web as a reegistered useer, you will neeed to 
certify thaat you are thee certificate hholder or working under thhe authority oof the certific ate holder. 
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To submitt a request foor Prioritized EExamination ffor an RCE, o n the certificaation screen select the raddio 
button “EExisting Appliccation”. The Web screen will expand t o display addditional optionns. Select thee 
radio buttton located n ext to “Documents/Fees ffor an existinng applicationn” to display mmore optionss and 
then enteer the applicattion number and confirmaation numberr for the appliication. 

Next, to vview the Appl ication Data SScreen, click oon “Continuee”. The proceedure will difffer dependingg on 
whether tthe applicatioon was filed a s an original U.S. applicati on under 35 U.S.C. 111 (seee part A), orr filed 
as a national stage enttry of an interrnational app lication undeer 35 U.S.C. 3771 (see part BB). 

A. Proccess for ann original UU.S. appliccation filedd under 355 U.S.C. 1111 

After enteering the app lication identtifier as discusssed above, tthe “Attach DDocuments” s creen will apppear. 

Attach Documents 

EFS‐Web Prioritized Exxamination Q uick Start Gu ide 14 



 
 

 
   
   

 
   

 

   
   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
	

 

 

   
     

 
  

   
 
    
     

 
   

   
 
 

   

     
       

	

 

   
 

   
       
     
   
   
 

 
     

 
     
     

   
   

   

     
     

   

   
     
   
 
   
 

     
   
   

   

 
   

 

   
   

 
     
   
     
     
     
     
 

     
 
 

   

   
 

     
   

   
   

    
 

   
   

     

   
  
    

   

 
 

   
     

   
     

     
     
     

   
   

     
   
   
 

   

     
   

 
   
 

     
 
 
   

 
     

 

    

 

 
 

 

   

  
  

 

   

 

Check to mmake sure th at the applicaation type is l isted as “Util ity under 35 USC 111(a).” If the applic ation 
type is listted as “U.S. NNational Stagee under 35 USSC 371,” plea se follow thee guidance in part B, beloww. 

On the Atttach Documeents screen, uupload the Ceertification annd Request foor Prioritized EExamination fform 
(PTO/SB//424). Failuree to use form (PTO/SB/4244) or its equiv valent could reesult in the o office not 
recognizinng the requesst or in delayss in processin g the requestt. Please clic k on the “Broowse” button to 
upload yoour completedd document. Once the forrm has been aattached, youu will need too index the 
documentt correctly. FFor the Categoory drop dowwn menu you will select “Track I – Prior ritized 
Examination” and on tthe Documennt Descriptionn drop down mmenu you willl select “TracckOne Requeest”. 
Once the appropriate sselections havve been mad e, you will th en click on thhe button “Uppload & Validdate”. 
You will need to attachh and index a ny additional documents. 

The abovee screen imagge representss a situation inn which an appplicant is fili ng a request for prioritize d 
examinatiion concurrenntly with a re quest for conntinued exam mination. Appplicant has filleed out and 
attached fform PTO/SB /424 and a reequest for conntinued exammination. If a pplicant had previously fil ed a 
request foor continued examination,, applicant woould only attaach form PTOO/SB/424. 

After clickking on the “UUpload & Val idate” buttonn, the “Revieww Documentss” screen will appear. Thiss 
screen wi ll list all files aattached to t he current EFFS‐Web submmission. 

Review DDocuments 
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The warn ing text (in reed font) appliees only to Traack I submissi ions, and doees not apply too a request foor 
prioritizedd examinationn for an RCE. Once you haave uploaded all of the neccessary docu ments for youur 
submissioon and receiveed no validat ion errors clicck on “Continnue” to reach the “Calcula te Fees” scre en. 

Calculatee Fees 

On the “CCalculate Feess” screen, undder the Utilityy Patent Appl ication Filing Fees section , select the 
checkbox for “Track I –– Prioritized EExam”. Oncee that box is c hecked it wil l automatical ly check the bboxes 
for Processsing and Pubblication fees as well. For Prioritized Exxamination foor an RCE, thee prioritized 
examinatiion, processinng and publiccation fees aree required at the time of ffiling the requuest for prioriitized 
examinatiion. 

If the pubblication fee hhas previouslyy been paid foor the applicaation, please uncheck the related box. A 
pop‐up window will re mind you of tthe fee requi rements: 
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If you chooose to pay feees later in annother follow‐‐on submissioon, the fee paayment must be processedd 
before miidnight 11:59 :59 pm (Easteern Time) on the same dayy under Prior ritized Examinnation 
requiremeents. 

Once you have checke d any additioonal appropriaate boxes, clicck on the “Caalculate” buttton to add upp the 
selected ffees. Next, cl ick on the “Coontinue” but ton to reach the “Confirmm & Submit” s creen. 

Confirm & Submit 

On the “CConfirm & Subbmit” screen, you will havee the opportuunity to save your submisssion to file at a 
later timee. To do so clicck on the buttton “Save fo r Later Subm ission” listed d at the botto m of the screeen. 
Saved subbmissions willl be available for seven callendar days f rom the initiaal date saved . You may alsso 
review a ddocument by clicking on thhe document name. To suubmit your appplication clicck on the “Subbmit” 
button loccated at the bbottom of thee screen. 
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The “Conffirm & Submi t” screen willl show all attaached files, inncluding the ““fee‐info.pdf”” file which is 
generatedd when the fi ler has selectted fees in thee Calculate Feees screen. 

Pay Feess 

After clickking the submmit button thee next screen will indicate that the USP TO has receivved your 
submissioon. EFS‐Web will display thhe applicationn number, coonfirmation n umber, EFS‐ID number, annd 
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the total ffees due. Youu have the opption of payinng the fees immmediately orr paying the f ees later. As a 
registeredd eFiler you mmay choose too pay fees lateer as a followw‐on submissi on. Fee paymment is considdered 
timely if ppaid before mmidnight Easteern Time on t he day the reequest is submmitted. If youu choose to ppay 
now, clickk on the buttoon “YES! I wa nt to pay noww”. 

When payying fees, youu have the op tion of payingg via Charge UUSPTO Depossit Account, CCharge Creditt 
Card, or EElectronic Funnds Transfer. Select the radio button thhat coincides with your meethod of paymment. 
The revieww fees sectio n of the Pay FFees screen wwill display thee fees being ccollected for the applicatioon. 
The Total Payment is liisted on the bbottom right oof the screen n. To make a payment, clicck the “Start 
online pa yment proceess” button located at the bottom of thee screen. 

Acknowlledgement RReceipt 

Once you have provideed all of the nnecessary payyment inform mation and yo ur payment iss processed 
successfully, you will reeceive your AAcknowledgemment Receiptt on the screeen. You also hhave several 
actions yoou may take, such as print ing or saving the receipt. You also havee the option oof viewing th e 
acknowledgement receeipt under M y Workplace of EFS‐Web. The Acknowwledgement RReceipt displa ys 
the appliccation details of the submiission, includiing the total aamount paid.. 

To ensuree that your appplication is c omplete and loaded correectly to USPTOO internal sysstems, you caan 
review yoour filed appli cation in Privvate PAIR as aa Registered eeFiler. Submissions are av ailable in Privvate 
PAIR apprroximately 155 minutes afteer they are suubmitted in E FS‐Web. 

If you havve any questioons or concerrns regarding filing in EFS‐WWeb, please contact the PPatent EBC 
Monday ‐‐ Friday, from 6:00 a.m. to 12 Midnight Eastern Timee, by email ebbc@uspto.govv or telephonne 
866‐217‐99197. 
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B. Proccess for a nnational sttage entryy of an inteernationall applicatiion under 35 
U.S.C. 371 

After enteering the app lication identtifier as discusssed above, tthe “Attach DDocuments” s creen will apppear. 

Attach Documents 

The abovee screen imagge representss a situation inn which an appplicant is fili ng a request for prioritize d 
examinatiion concurrenntly with a re quest for conntinued exam mination. Appplicant has filleed out and 
attached fform PTO/SB /424 and a reequest for conntinued exammination. If a pplicant had previously fil ed a 
request foor continued examination,, applicant woould only attaach form PTOO/SB/424. 

On the “AAttach Documments” screen , upload the CCertification aand Request for Prioritizedd Examinatio n 
form (PTOO/SB/424). F ailure to use form (PTO/SBB/424) or its equivalent coould result in the office noot 
recognizinng the requesst or delays inn processing tthe request. PPlease click o n the “Browsse” button to 
upload yoour completedd document. Once the forrm has been aattached, youu will need too index the 
documentt correctly. FFor the Categoory drop dowwn menu you will select “Track I – Prior ritized 
Examination” and on tthe Documennt Descriptionn drop down mmenu you willl select “TracckOne Requeest”. 

After clickking on the “UUpload & Val idate” buttonn, the “Revieww Documentss” screen will appear. Thiss 
screen wi ll list all files aattached to t he current EFFS‐Web submmission. 

Review DDocuments 
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After clickking on the “CContinue” bu tton, the “Ca lculate Fees” screen will aappear. 

Calculatee Fees 

Applicant s should use the “Calculate Fees” screeen to select thhe “Track I – PPrioritized Exxam” fee. Seleecting 
this fee wwill automaticaally include thhe Processingg and Publicattion fees. Thee “Calculate FFees” Tab shoould 
also be ussed to select tthe RCE fee (llisted under ““Miscellaneouus Patent Feees” as #1801) if these havee not 
been prevviously paid. 
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The followwing warning message willl appear oncee the Prioritized Examinatiion fee is seleected. 
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Once you have checke d the approppriate boxes, cclick on the “CCalculate” buutton to add uup the selecteed 
fees. Nexxt, click on thee “Continue” button to reaach the “Conffirm & Submiit” screen. 

Confirm & Submit 

On the “CConfirm & Subbmit” screen, you will havee the opportuunity to save you submissi ons to file at a 
later timee. To do so clicck on the buttton “Save fo r Later Subm ission” listed d at the botto m of the screeen. 
Saved subbmissions willl be available for seven callendar days f rom the initiaal date saved . You may alsso 
review a ddocument by clicking on thhe document name. To suubmit your appplication clicck on the “Subbmit” 
button loccated at the bbottom of thee screen. 
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The “Conffirm & Submi t” Screen wil l show all attaached files, inncluding the ““fee‐info.pdf”” file which iss 
generatedd when the fi ler has selectted fees in thee “Calculate FFees” screen. 

Pay Feess 

After clickking the submmit button thee next screen will indicate that the USP TO has receivved your 
submissioon. EFS‐Web will display thhe applicationn number, coonfirmation n umber, EFS‐ID number, annd 
the total ffees due. Youu have the opption of payinng the fees immmediately orr paying the f ees later. As a 
registeredd eFiler you mmay choose too pay fees lateer as a followw‐on submissi on. Fee paymment is considdered 
timely if ppaid before mmidnight Easteern Time on t he day the reequest is submmitted. If youu choose to ppay 
now click on the “YES! I want to pa y now” buttoon. 

When payying fees, youu have the op tion of payingg via Charge UUSPTO Depossit Account, CCharge Creditt 
Card, or EElectronic Funnds Transfer. Select the radio button thhat coincides with your meethod of paymment. 
The revieww fees sectio n of the Pay FFees screen wwill display thee fees being ccollected for the applicatioon. 
The Total Payment is liisted on the bbottom right oof the screen n. To make a payment, clicck the “Start 
online pa yment proceess” button located at the bottom of thee screen. 

Acknowlledgement RReceipt 

Once you have provideed all of the nnecessary payyment inform mation and yo ur payment iss processed 
successfully, you will reeceive your AAcknowledgemment Receiptt on the screeen. You also hhave several 
actions yoou may take, such as print ing or saving the receipt. You also havee to option o f viewing the 
acknowledgement receeipt under M y Workplace of EFS‐Web. The Acknowwledgement RReceipt displa ys 
the appliccation details of the submiission, includiing the total aamount paid.. 
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To ensure that your application is complete and loaded correctly to USPTO internal systems, you can 
review your filed application in Private PAIR as a Registered eFiler. Submissions are available in Private 
PAIR approximately 15 minutes after they are submitted in EFS‐Web. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding filing in EFS‐Web, please contact the Patent EBC 
Monday ‐ Friday, from 6:00 a.m. to 12 Midnight Eastern Time, by email ebc@uspto.gov or telephone 
866‐217‐9197. 
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