Discussion Question 3

Federal government role: How can the federal government be a more
effective partner in helping to achieve conservation, recreation or
reconnecting people to the outdoors?
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Discussion Question 3

Federal government role: How can the federal government be a more
effective partner in helping to achieve conservation, recreation or
reconnecting people to the outdoors?

Albuquerque, NM

Who is going to pay for this? Federal Government should go back to the state and they should
start getting money from the states. They have the money from oil and gas, gambling, military
etc. Organizations should legislate through the state.

Political issue and how do we support the political environment. Federal Government role is to
work locally to create these coalitions. He feels that what is needed is a partnership at the state
level.

Collaborative effort help to keep them moving. Teach them young and recruit locally. If you plant
the seeds in youth there is ownership. Give the youth jobs and training so they can go to college
and get educated in the environment and have the opportunities. Federal Government is not
marketing these tools.

His group is trying to get together with the youth conservation groups and bring grants into the
Las Cruces Communities and get kids out into the dessert in Dona Ana County. It helps to
reconnect the rest of the community. The Federal Government should pass the Omnibus Bill. The
Land Bill will be helpful for the West. BLM should look for more wilderness or NCA lands. He
would like to see Otero Mesa become a national monument. NLSC is now helping him put
together a friends group to get grants. He would like to see the Federal Government provide
more funds to organizations that support what the group does.

One of the biggest challenges they face is that there is not enough funding for trails to fix those in
existence or to create new trails. Just over the 4th of July weekend 14 members from his group
cleared 80 miles of backcountry trails in the Pecos Wilderness. The Forest Service is under
continuous pressure and without these kinds of groups they have no choice but to close the trails.

As an alternative, | support the R.0.A.M. Act, which would open up public lands to wild horses -
The National Parks and some wilderness areas for example.

(This individual was very aggressive and uncooperative.) The government is just trying to take
and control land. They don't want us to mine anymore. Miners are conservationists. With this
effort the government is pretending they want to protect the environment but they are trying to
take and control your land and keep you off of it.

A lot of federal agencies already have restoration programs in place. We need to use these
existing programs instead of always creating new programs initiatives. Farmers/ranchers need to
be supported because they care for land and provide wildlife habitat. Simplify regulations that
they have to follow. Conservation/restoration programs already in place can be used to support
farmers/ranchers. Give programs time to get established and work.



Discussion Question 3

Albuquerque, NM (cont.)

Bills/laws are tools. Federal government needs to pass omnibus wilderness bill to protect
wilderness. Encourage president to make Otero Mesa a ntnl monument.

Communication problems exist between conservationists and resource consumers. We can
bridge the gap. Not all uses are appropriate for all places. The government needs to make
regulation simpler, get rid of the layers of government. Don’t make regulations weaker but make
them simpler and easier to understand. One size doesn’t fit all, tailor regulations to the place.
Need consistency, can’t keep changing regulations/processes all the time.

He does Open Space education. Government considers Open Space education/recreation.
Government should quit cutting budgets for these programs (education/recreation). If we kept or
increased budget, we could do more education and marketing. Need stringent rules to list out
what can’t/can be done with funding. Having clear idea of what we should/could do makes
programs more effective

Implement changes within parks and recreation. There should be community gardens in every
city park. We water city parks, why can’t we grow food there? This would do more than cure
hunger; it would teach people how to grow food. Need to have programs that encourage
farm/ranch lifestyle, not everyone wants to/can go to college. Food grown in parks could
supplement government WIC/welfare programs. Federal public lands could be provided for these
types of programs too. Stop exporting food grown here, stop importing food grown elsewhere.

Need to find a way to support sustainable local economy. Need to make conservation work
economically viable. Government needs to implement policies that do this. Community
supported agriculture works. Tax incentives work.

Resilient ecosystems are beneficial. Federal government could streamline federal grant proposal
process. It takes enormous amounts of energy to balance/match funding and administer federal
grants. EPA money should be able to match NRCS money etc. There are so many restrictions on
interagency money even though they all support the same programs. Sometimes federal funding
is available but the state can’t provide funding needed for match. Having resources to manage
federal grant is difficult because of reporting requirements etc.

Thanks to federal government for opening arms to traditional communities and cultures.
Working harder to bring traditional communities to the table. More of this needs to happen,
especially for grass-roots efforts. Many traditional communities are reluctant to work with
federal government based on their perception that we are closed. Government can be better
partners in local efforts.

This ranch brings in thousands of campers from across the country. Now the federal government
is making them do their own NEPA studies for projects on federal lands. Government could let
public do some of the work on public lands. Federal government should help with liability issues
for recreation opportunities on private land.



Discussion Question 3

Albuquerque, NM (cont.)

Use money from tax dollars to create jobs. Educate people on green techniques. Banks need to
give money to people.

We need to recognize that animals are part of the ecosystem. Prairie dogs are part of the
ecosystem. Prairie dogs need to go on endangered species list.

Worked on Navajo Reservation. She saw firsthand that nuclear energy isn’t clean energy because
uranium can’t be cleanly mined. The government shouldn’t allow uranium mining.

Fed government should model cooperative behavior. Infighting been going on for years. Would
help a LOT if you’d stop.

Protect private property rights. Better communication — we don’t know about projects, stuff has
to be done online, we don’t have that. We don’t know about the records that have to be kept.
We face a lot of barriers and lack of knowledge.

Education initiatives need to not be limited to school system. Educate people — all the people,
not just school systems. US Forest Service adopted a school. Have Government agencies partner
with school district. Land and Conservation funds diverted. Congress needs to get full funding for
it. Can Federal government create a central clearing house for small group funding. National
Endowment for Conservation. We have got to look at the bigger picture — put it as a priority to
protect water, air, land so we can get out and enjoy the outdoors in a sustainable way. We
cannot afford to wait — Bingaman’s supported legislation needs to be passed now.

Otero Mesa. Vast amount of water under it. We are threatened all the time with drilling...if it is
made a national monument, will protect the water. We can’t count on Gov. Richardson, we need
the Feds.

What is the process of getting Sec Salazar’s ear to get Otero Mesa declared as a national
monument? Make it easier for people to figure out what to do. Don’t forget communities that
don’t have websites, can’t host webinars. Fed needs to remember and find ways to connect with
people who don’t have access to those tools, capture their input

Fed needs to be facilitator to make things happen. We bring groups along as collaborators, we
decide as community. Fed and state agencies help make that happen. We couldn’t do what we
do without them

The Federal government seems to be primarily partnered with powerful private industry.
Corporate interests — oil and gas industry — get away with things that destroy our environment.
We need more followup on meetings like this. Meeting happens, nothing happens after that.
Update website, keep people posted on what’s actually happening

Fed government provides huge support to corporate agriculture, there is no support for smaller
farm efforts. Completion of the travel management program for the Manzanos that Forest
Service worked on with us.
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Albuquerque, NM (cont.)

During mandatory testing, students who were not testing could have environmental and
conservation education and curriculum. Get environmental curriculum built. Service/learning
program. Love to see Fed government support this — funding is wonderful, but a school that
aims towards environmental focus would be eligible for federal monies. Will build a body of
committed students and educators. BLM’s “Restore NM” program is great, but limited. Get them
to where they can ID new projects. Get a clear vision on the top — five to ten years out

Involve Dept of Education. Have online national conference.

Take the President, Arnie Dunkin, First Lady, and the kids out in to the National lands. Get the
high level officials out into the lands they’ve impacting with their actions.

Outreach in Spanish, at least in NM. Problematic that there isn’t a true recognition that if we
don’t protect the land, the air, the water, we won’t survive. Where tax money goes to destroy an
ecosystem that will never recover. We do it over and over and over. As far as communication,
most of it we don’t really hear. If you don’t have water in New Mexico, you don’t have anything
else

We want President Obama to start a 21st century Civilian Conservation Corps.

Create opportunities on Federal land for groups to help out. Have Fed gov take a page out of
Bingaman’s book, and come back to the table with patience and diligence, until we move close to
commonly held value. Bingaman and Udall are great. We can no longer afford black/white point
of view.

Grass roots very important. We're used to having clear vision from top, people find strength and
empowerment in grass roots.

"Our area encompasses Santa Fe, Taos, and Rio Arriba counties. Much of the enchantment that
the state markets, that is found in northern New Mexico, are the remnants of things that went
along before and during the Spanish Colonial period. Our goals is to help communities in
Northern New Mexico so that they will not have to open its doors to a Wal-Mart or whatever in
order to find jobs for their youth. This part of the state is primarily agricultural with deep historic
ties that go back for centuries. Part of your initiative is focused on trying to get people
meaningfully engaged in the outdoors. Speaking from that point of view, we are one of 49
National Heritage Areas in the country, one of only 5 west of the Mississippi. They range widely
in orientation and function. The entire state of Tennessee is one, for example, because of Civil
War Battlefields. My recommendation is for this commission to look at increased funding for
National Heritage Areas."
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Albuquerque, NM (cont.)

"I would love to see permanent protection for Otero Mesa by whatever method is available.
What works? Wilderness works. If you look out at the Sandia wilderness or the Pecos wilderness
around Santa Fe, then you realize that lays the groundwork for everything we are talking about,
giving people of all ages the chance to get out and interact with nature. Lasting change. Of
course | realize that some of this is due to the legislative process. We’d like to see some of the
places talked about get protected by the agencies, and we’d like to see existing laws be

enforced. For example, off road use. The Forest Service needs to be aware that there are a lot of
illegally created roads and they need to be closed. Defragment land ownership, preferably
between the State and Federal ownership. Rationally manage."



Discussion Question 3

Annapolis, MD

One effective tool is EPA Smart Growth office which provides education for local governments
and empowers them. Need to do more peer to peer work. Key partners would be National
Association of Counties, Municipal League, AASHTO.

We need to encourage parents and teachers since kids listen to their teachers a lot and they
need to emphasize environmentalism. That's how | got into the movement.

Yeah, how do you attract people
Also you can compost stuff from your own house for the garden

It's not just bringing people into the parks, it's also raising awareness. Need to know why it
should be protected

Farms, DC environmental education consortium. Forest communities, people only concerned w/
survival. Childhood obesity is real problem. Growing own food- impress on young people how
important. Low cost, low carbon imprint food. Expose kids to natural world, draw kids in, meet
kids where they are and teach them. Teach teamwork, teach about parks. Edible gardens, people
sitting around not doing work, put them to work in gardens. Agricultural runoff is #1source of
pollution. Wants DOI and EPA to work on this. Agreed that community gardens for disadvantaged
youth good, radishes grow the easiest, growing stuff has to be fun

Federal teeth are lacking to guide county actions. Supports Senator Cardin legislation to give
EPA more authority to enforce Clean Water Act. Need to have DOI help develop ecosystem
services markets to develop parameters and to engage people.

Get out and experience areas. Limited accessibility

we have set aside many places for the public —in the 1970s in a recreation in urban areas
initiative we created these areas but there is no access for an urban population — exception is
Golden Gate where the Muni bus came out to the beach every Sunday — paid for by the city as a
deal for making it a park — we don’t have a lot of access via buses, public transport and school
groups don’t always have buses to get places — a dedicated item in the transportation budget to
get people to parks and schools could compete for that

Connected open space network and what values can be portrayed.

Farming looks similar everywhere, but isn’t. Farm Bill should be administered differently on
different landscapes.
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Annapolis, MD (cont.)

We need to find a way to teach the parents too because they don't really know either. Need to
bring them in more to a school structure where you have to learn this stuff. We know these
things but we don't understand them and it would be helpful to really learn about them

It always seems to be like a one time thing and then the garden falls apart. It would be helpful to
have a weekly program... the garden needs to be kept going

We have to get to where the kids are... they see all this stuff, it’s not just in their schools. Every
kid has an iPod, we have to let them pull us in to pull them back in. All these iPhones and apps
and cell phones. We have to get cool for them to like us.

And those tests or quizzes.... People love those. I've taken thousands of those.
It depends on the event and the person

Event planning too

And adapt to the kid's interests

Government and mismanagement of funds

Need to embrace technology

| know that Obama has already increased funding, but expanding organizations like SCA which
engage youth would be good, since it starts at a young age and builds from there. We need to get
youth involved in these programs and internships. But it doesn't just have to be SCA, it can be
other conservation associations. If we could have 10,000 interns per year it would allow more
youth to work on public lands.

Go recruiting - talk to people

need funding for wildlife mgmt and conservation to insure that future generations have access to
National Wildlife Refuges, which is severely underfunded. Need funding for State wildlife grants
pgm and Teaming with wildlife pgm. Clean Water Act needs to be expanded to cover isolated
wetlands and intermittent streams. Need national invasive species mgmt pgm (a lot more needs
to be done on invasive species — good efforts underway in Florida).
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Annapolis, MD (cont.)

We need to have the Administration do something huge — “put every kid in a park.” Ken Salazar
said many good things today; at one point he said “l want a meeting between me, Bill Saxton and
Lisa Jackson and Education. “ One thing we can do is get rid of the Standards of Learning. The
Obama Administration should champion a re-alignment around education and the outdoors - it is
unacceptable to perpetuate this broken system. Such a re-alignment would support Michelle
Obama’s “Kids Outdoors Program.”

Community gardens: like that idea at the Department of Agriculture. It is a great way to bring a
community together and learn about environment. Think about how you can work with Dept of
AG, and non-profits, ...excited to work with it. Know your farm, know your food. Farms hooking
up with urban areas to provide local crops, local communities visit the farms.

Jobs...there are opportunities to get involved. USDA FS and NRCS have tremendous opportunities
for young people...examples. So many exciting jobs...job corps (6000 young people learning
about green jobs — green related skills).

Look to the states —they already have information and programs in place. Give them the support
they need; increase their capacity.

Would also like to see Historic Preservation Fund fully funded. Provides funding to State Historic
Preservation Offices. Would like to see more funding made available to develop local ordinances
(ie Anne Arundel County has county ordinances requiring that cultural resources be considered
when development is proposed).

The Federal government can help to nurture small organizations through the technical assistance
they provide. Beyond the know how they bring, the personal assistance that Federal staff provide
can be critical to the growth and development of organizations such ours. The staff of the
Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network has been enormously helpful to the development of the
Annapolis Maritime Museum. The individuals in the federal government have been helpful.

More funding for organic and green agriculture. Incentives too for local food systems, supporting
green, organic, and local foods.

And it's important to keep that up throughout middle school and high school, because it becomes
uncool in a few years. Need to keep that message with th

A community garden initiative using eminent domain instead of just letting extra land go to waste
More community gardens allows more kids to garden and give them more understanding of the
process that goes into growing food.

That's why elementary school gardens are so important... because it lets the kids know where
their food came from



Discussion Question 3

Annapolis, MD (cont.)

Along the same lines with the gardens, having people at a young age go out to see how to
preserve a park... show what is done to help erosion, removal of invasive species, things like that.
Anything to help people get down and dirty and understand the work that goes into preserving
land

Social networking sites are a great example. You can post conservation events and opportunities
to get involved with the NPS and create sites so you can become friends of a national park

Or you can post events on there

Community gardens are great ways of increasing the access to superlocal food. It helps establish
a better food system and give people a better understanding

Promote wider involvement in public and community gardens and make community gardens
more abundant and more available

Supports full funding for LWCF. Likes Go Colorado program as a model. Need to bring private
capital to initiative. Need to activate Chesapeake Treasured Landscape Initiative federal
leadership committee.

There need to be programs in public schools to encourage them to go outside. Educate the kids
when they're small.

Grassroots organizations in addition to government are important and need funding

Q #4 — land conservation — where has federal government made a big difference? From federal
government need scale and plan component, really took state wildlife agencies forward. That
was a federal requirement. States took money and invested in plan know that there will be little
money to focus on their mission. Stateside land water conservation fund, has been consistent for
states to do outdoor plan and that got states in open space planning business. How about we
take that to local government level? How do we get local communities to do local open space
planning?

Has encountered many local successful projects. Each time there have been a couple of people
that are catalytic, a primary reason community has connected with project. Need new army of
conservationists. Could be helped along by investing in future leadership — are many programs
like this now (ie. National Conservation Leadership Institute) that could be supported nationally.
This Is not mainstream program — it gets corporate support, is attended by federal and state
agencies. Could be a national model.

| think we depend too much on schools. Schools have lots of priorities, but very limited time. This
is recreation, not just school stuff
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Annapolis, MD (cont.)

citizen conservation. He provides pro bono legal help to protect National Parks. He has found
that the best strategy is to tap into the love that the American people have for National Parks.
He has worked on protecting Valley Forge NP, is now working on trying to protect Wilderness
Battlefield in VA. He sees that historic parks also provide recreation for local residents. He
feels that we should use National Parks as a core for landscape preservation. Economics are
offsetting factor. He sees that communities don’t understand economic value of having parks.
County granting authorities take short term view on supporting land uses that offer jobs. NPS
could do better job on selling itself to local communities on the economic value they bring to
local communities. NPS could be more assertive in protecting its lands. During the Bush Admin,
the “cooperative conservation” initiative was taken by NPS to “roll-over” and had an adverse
effect. Need to provide guidance to National Parks on how to be more assertive without being
combative.

Congratulations on the recent actions of the EPA — good marks! Look at all of these things from a
reasonable viewpoint — the federal government must lead.

Chesapeake Bay Foundation/No Child Left Inside Coalition. Need additional tools to support the
No Child Left Inside Act. Amendment of Elementary Education Act could provide funds.
Maryland’s Children in Nature plan is developed. Seeking to embed the ideas of No Child Left
Inside within the Elementary Education Act to get outdoor and environmental education
integrated as part of core curriculum. Small amount of money to these educational plans could
open window. Consider how to leverage funds that are already being spent to connect kids to the
outdoors. Try to get environmental education into the core curriculum of public schools. Doesn’t
always have to be reliant on transportation; it can be on-grounds garden or changing operation
of school building and grounds.

Encourage parents to bring the kids outside, so that they can show them where to go, what to
do, and how to do it safely.

| know of this program which brings in local food to schools because most of the cafeteria food is

really all processed food. So they would slowly bring in locally grown foods from nearby farms
and inform the students about where the food came from.

But how can you make them want to go?
What do kids do on the weekends? They go to the movies, get ice cream... Bu the park service
has events. Need to make the kids want to go... it doesn't cost money, which is a start

The parents are important

We have to make it as cool as superman
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Annapolis, MD (cont.)

What Diamond said was poignant. We are plugged in and need to find a way to connect the two.
When | have my iPod in listening to music, | can use it to help connect me to the outdoors. The
GPS in the phone already has the outline of the area, so it can show me where the parks are.

| see these gardens popping up more and more often just in the most humble places you can
think of around the city.

Get more people interested in growing their own food, it would cut down on gas and other
things. So you don't have to go to California to get oranges in DC. It’s logical because you get
more for your money and you waste less

| would suggest being a little more unconventional about the approach. You have the Boys and
Girls Club, Parks and Rec, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. There are lots of different organizations....
You can incorporate something into this. It doesn't have to just be schools... you can have
promotional things on the bus or the train. All of these groups have mentors since the kids are
being coached or taught.

The carbon footprint goes down tremendously since you don't have to drive the food 2000 miles

Giving the kids stuff like reusable water bottles, things that they could use and put to work makes
a long lasting impression

Even just like a food drive where you bring a plant to put in the new garden that's been set up
Government support in school systems. Educate children

Youth need to have interim programs to do land service projects, not just “get a job” because
they need the money. Green ROTC program, bolster Americorps.

NPS stewardships - if an easement is violated and no regulatory action is taken, the easement is
lost and few people will follow suit with more easements. FCC force broadband into other areas
so that these areas can compete especially with GIS

DOl jobs in agencies all over the country in parks, refuges, lots of lands. Encourage to talk about
job opportunities
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Annapolis, MD (cont.)

Great to be here. Impressed with consistent themes. Been in DC 3 % years. Promote
partnerships...biggest partnership with next generation. Introduced the “No Child Left Inside
(NCLI)” initiative Studies show youth spend about 7 % hrs day on electronics and only 4
minutess on outdoor recreation. There is a need to be tech savvy but something is out whack
with those numbers. Support real resources to get youth outdoors. Primarily into school.
Incorporate outdoor education. 1700 orgs across country pushing to get NCLI legislation passed.
Hope to get included in education authorization. Gov has to perceive when people are pushing
for new framework...new energy framework. Build new framework, the next generation, most
aware of the environment, take over this issue, make it your issue, using social media you can
become the leading edge in Environmental Awareness in this country. Most exciting thing in
decades. Every high school should have an Environmental Club. Own it! Exciting prospect what
you can do with this issue on the environment. Pledge to be a partner.

Prepare model legislation relating to the problem. Urban planners want everything to be
concrete. Worried that no conservation. Model zoning code related to conservation of
resources. Same way transportation built highway. Model curriculum for colleges that teach
urban planning. Have rural planning and suburban planning. Model program that says

incorporate these things in program. Master program for landscape master---green infrastructure.

Increase access: partnering and helping support outdoor nonprofit organizations, and increasing
access through public transportation

Lower rates to go to outdoor places; more sidewalks; free buses on code red days
Role of land trust should not be forgotten.

We have all these great ideas, but message coming from top, but involving public in message and
having simple, NPS has amazing resources but get stuck in hole when on web site. It is hard for
general public to extract meaningful info to public. We need to get fed government to simplify
message for general public, it is as simple as get outdoors. That is message we need to embrace.
Need simple and short message.

Ask for a mileage buffer around battlefield parks.

Prepare model legislation related to a problem of urban planners with everything concrete —
maximized tax return, highest and best use — model zoning code related to conservation of
resources — tie acceptance of model code to grant — like you have to accept transportation
standards with federal funding — model curriculum for colleges that teach urban planners and
teach them suburban and rural planning — we have a mix — to incorporate the totality of an area
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Annapolis, MD (cont.)

Outreach: to youth and parents. Parents teach kids through communication and bond. BBQ —
national BBQ free to all (gov pd) bring everyone together. Everyone likes to eat-this is a
common affinity across different ethnicities and cultures.

NPS stewardships - if an easement is violated and no regulatory action is taken, the easement is
lost and few people will follow suit with more easements. FCC force broadband into other areas
so that these areas can compete especially with GIS.

Analysis paralysis - “we need better GIS”. There’s a lack of communication between local and
state / federal levels. They need to share this information so that they aren’t repeating
themselves. More time needs to be spent on the ground doing the work - local organizations
aren’t getting the information to the federal levels. GIS is hampering movement forward
because we’re always looking to improve GIS systems. If we can make all of the GIS information
available, Federal, State and Local organizations won’t be repeating the same data collection,
waiting to make decision

Can encourage teenagers to teach younger kids. City of Annapolis interns work on green jobs
programs. We need to look at this as stewardship, taking care of something that doesn’t belong
to us. Think about demographics; think about the opportunity to increase diversity in the
environmental community. As government officials, look at multi-family housing when it comes
in for approval. Encourage connections between trails, environmentally safe areas, storage for
recreational equipment, environmental design. Give people ownership through small backyards.

CB Gateways concept is good. Tell stories. Should be fully funded and staffed and permanently
authorized. Do education with conservation. Look at transportation funding for connections.

Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act. Tree canopy is in the MS4 permit. Need to
encourage/incentivize jurisdictions to submit the preservation and enhancement of parks in their
Clean Water Act and Clean Air Act processes. There is an opportunity to connect with green
infrastructure initiatives within EPA.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. State Department of Health partnership—CDC grants to build
health awareness. Great opportunities if the programs can speak the same language. Physical
exercise relates to the outdoors. There could be connections with No Child Left Inside Act & the
FLOTUS goals.

Concerned about access.. the government has set apart many places for people to go. There are
many public lands. Typical urban population doesn’t know these lands are available. Bus from
SFO goes every Sunday to beach ad every Sunday the beach gets more visitors as a result from a
population that doesn’t regularly visit beach. NPS doesn’t have access to dept of transportation
to plan with them. School groups don’t have access, NPS can’t send buses out, dept of
transportation could.
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concerned citizen who likes the outdoors and grew up in Yonkers — as Boy Scouts we had urban
overnights and overnight camps that | still remember and the biggest obstacle today is the
prevelance of the computer and the indoors — change obstacle into a tool — a website by the NPS
or others and TV spots and ads to direct people to an enjoyable summer

connecting to grown-ups — that group doesn’t know how to do this stuff — NPS has tools such as
Junior Ranger and Climate tools and education tools and resources at HFC, parks to help — the
tool is the places to connect them

Enhanced tax incentives very important. Need additional incentives and continuation. State
funding for land conservation is in jeopardy.

Estate tax expired in 2009 - some tax will be put back in place. HR3050 to be introduced into the
senate - estate tax to be partially exempt from easements with a cap. Expand the exclusion and
the cap, they are old and outdated with inflation!

Excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment - make a similar tax for other equipment that
would be given to conservation organizations and trusts.

Farms, DC environmental education consortium. Forest communities, people only concerned w/
survival. Childhood obesity is real problem. Growing own food- impress on young people how
important. Low cost, low carbon imprint food Expose kids to natural world, draw kids in, meet
kids where they are and teach them. Teach teamwork, teach about parks Edible gardens, people
sitting around not doing work, put them to work in gardens Agricultural runoff is #1source of
pollution. Wants DOI and EPA to work on this

Feels Chesapeake Bay is a national asset. Federal and state governments have stewardship
responsibility for the bay on behalf of the entire country. Same principle applies nationwide to
public lands. For example, the Red Rock Lands in Utah are a federal responsibility, want multiple
use strategy. During the Bush Administration BLM did not recommend wilderness designation
for this area; he feels they can’t unilaterally rule in this way.

Forests are 60% of the Bay. They are the lungs of the Bay. Best is to save both land types
(forests and farms). Need to do more to recognize forest land owners as producers. Especially
through Farm Bill delivery.

Fully fund historic fund. Fed should take care of cultural resources, sustainable community
innovation. Culture is so important
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Her group has been fighting a lot of battles on the Mattawoman Creek, one of best tributaries to
the Chespeake Bay. There is a new highway proposal threatening the watershed. Need to
work on educating local planners and politicians on the value of local land use planning. Need a
national toolbox for communities for areas that need to be protected. Need to protect best
tributaries to the Ches Bay. Need national blueprint for green and blue infrastructure that syncs
up with transportation planning that makes these types of projects ineligible for fed funds. There
are opportunities through the new livability initiative and reauthorization of federal
transportation act. Should also prioritize providing transit access to national parks.

His organization raises matching funds to match federal and state funding to acquire battlefield
lands. Was created 20 years ago by Congress. Key tools are American Battlefield Protection
Program (ABPP), Farm and Ranch Land Program, and Transportation grants, which provide
funding for conservation easements to help preserve lands and keep as working lands. Want to
maintain viewsheds in productive agricultural lands, don’t want to pay for maintenance. What
works — having matching grants in order to ensure local folks have a stake in projects and are
engaged in public private efforts. Recomm: keep funding for ABPP; make permanent
conservation easement tax credits. Ensure that LWCF funds can be used to acquire inholdings
(the issue is the lack of funding, not policy towards acquisition of inholdings). If NPS had funding
to buy out partners (like CWPT) would allow partners to reinvest their funds in other projects.
Ask for a mileage buffer around battlefield parks.

How can we work with you (federal programs) to make these things work? The key is to work
together

Is asking for feds to work on landscape level efforts. And increase full funding for LWCF. 150th
anniversary of Civil War is an opportunity to promote LWCF and battlefields preservation. Need
also to focus more on cities — provide better help for smart growth planning, and having parks in
cities to provide opportunities.

Mattawoman creek - more public education about the ecological services that aren’t being
documented. Laws aren’t being enforced. The federal government is essential subsidizing the
loss of the ecological habitat and citizens are forced to pay for restoration. Stop the problem
before it happens, enforce the laws.

Mattawoman Creek and bass fishery threatened by local government effort but is one of the
most pristine watersheds in the state — the federal government should use the bully pulpit

money is tight in this economy and parks on hold or get shut down or projects cancelled — we
spend time now applying for grants to supplement our funding — we could not apply for some
grants based on our narrow geographic scope — our trail was not long enough — a solution could
be to reconfigure criteria or have dedicated funding sources for smaller-scale projects

More money for budgets? The budgets continue to be cut - agencies are already underfunded
and under staffed - what is the federal government going to do to counter the cuts in funding?
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National Trails Day. Introduces people to the outside to engage. During 2008-2010 there were
1900 events. Theater hike, Bronco football player hike, geocaches, giving the kids temporary
tattoos. Get edgy. The obstacle, national trails funding. It’s all about the funding. There are many
requests for trail head signs, maps, etc. Need the money.

National Wildlife Refuges have programs that are not well-advertised to universities and the
public.

Need additional tools to support the No Child Left Inside Act. Amendment of Elementary
Education Act could provide funds. Maryland’s Children in Nature plan is developed. Seeking to
embed the ideas of No Child Left Inside within the Elementary Education Act to get outdoor and
environmental education integrated as part of core curriculum. Small amount of money to these
educational plans could open window. Consider how to leverage funds that are already being
spent to connect kids to the outdoors. Try to get environmental education into the core
curriculum of public schools. Doesn’t always have to be reliant on transportation; it can be on-
grounds garden or changing operation of school building and grounds.

Need to look at green infrastructure more comprehensively in permits.

Need to promote jobs that connect the youth to the outdoors. USAJOBS is not easy to navigate;
and many nonprofits don’t have great websites. Need better advertising of internships and job
opportunities in the environmental and outdoor recreational fields.

need to reinforce value of conservation and place

not enough places to go, especially in the Mid-Atlantic — financial means to make more places
happen — federal funding through matching funding such as LWCF or other and working with
delegation should make that happen and working

Notes that a big issue in the last two comments is that they will cost money. He feel strongly
that need to fully fund LWCF. Is how federal agencies pay for land acquisition. He support
efforts in Congress to require OCS revenues to be spent on LWCF.

of interest among kids especially of color —getting the First Family out more often with media so
people can see them — we need role models — climate change — need to establish a more robust
youth corps and give them jobs to prepare lands for climate change

oil spill in Gulf shows how fragile our public lands are — this should be a focus in the AGO

Parks need public awareness campaigns (PSA) to increase stewardship, usage, ownership
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physical access to the water and Bay — not a lot of places people can go — even less people who

can get on the water and to the shore — obstacles in Bay Network with adequate number — 2nd

point: many successful programs are institutional and they are wonderful but many connections
are personal through use that is special to them — person self-directed, but institutional context
doesn’t allow that extension of a connection to happen

Programs need more direct purpose - i.e. Latino Youth Conservation Corps

Public access is very important. We have a dedicated funding source for Program Open Space in
Maryland. We have an excise tax for water access. Those special funds are raided on a regular
basis! If you are concerned about this you should contact your local elected officials and let them
know. There is no mechanism to restore the funds to these programs once they’ve been
removed. Carrying capacity is also an important issue. The call for more public access is drowning
out the need for a study regarding carrying capacity for these sites. There’s a reason there are
only two parking spaces in particular areas — those sites can’t handle 25 cars, and the nearby
communities cannot handle 25 cars. Look at the sensitive areas — are we balancing their
protection with appropriate amounts of public access? From state side, everyone is so interested
in these efforts — we’re seeing a federal effort that’s “pushing down” on the states. The state’s
efforts need to be respected and looked at before the federal programs override them. We have
many studies and programs already in place. The feds are forgetting that the states have already
done a lot of work — they truly need to work with the states.

Public housing right next to St. John College. Writing a proposal for neighbors to learn about rain
barrels. Q: Math and Science curriculum is very restrictive. How do we include Environmental
education? Can there be electives? How can we get the freedom to do what needs to be done?

Remember that poor kids can’t purchase technology; and poor kids don’t have yards and safe
places to go. We need to work with over strapped underfunded school systems that aren’t
focusing on the outdoor experience. We need more funding in school systems for outdoor
educational programs. And we need to target young children to help them to become
comfortable outdoors; children can be molded to think anything is cool if they’re young enough.

See more historic sites with natural resources get funding. Support the expansion of national
parks and monuments including USDA monuments and the Antiquities Act. People are reluctant
in the field because of public interest with locals and site managers.

Some of the funding is tied to matching grants. Change some of the grant administration policies
because many of us don’t have matching funds. Maryland has a fantastic program for forest
conservation and we’re starting to see efforts regarding agricultural conservation. There is no
widespread tax break for the forest conservation program. Some of the land is on private lots —
the people on those lots don’t respect the intent of the easement because they do not directly
benefit from it (as the overall landowner does). Provide a tax incentive for each individual
participant.
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started grassroots lobby for historic preservation and there is a caucus in the House and we
would really like to be working closely with partners and conservation because LWCF and HPF
have the same interests and ability to get things done

Stewardship grants issued by the federal government should be expanded and tied to kayaking
and boating; and go hand-in-hand with stewardship messages. Regarding boating: clean water
makes for good boating. Contrary to the popular misconception, boaters are “first in line” for
cleaner water. Make a renewed commitment to the Clean Water Act — bring water trades,
industry, etc. into the conversation.

Takes teachers from Title 1 schools who go to national parks during busy season, providing
volunteer staff. Take this environment back to the classroom. Stats: 84 teacher rangers resulting
in contact with 230,000 people, taught 24,000 students. Intermountain region unable to hire as
many as they needed.

tax dollars for agriculture are a subsidy that benefits recipients and not taxpayers — same goes for
cover crops — a corporate socialist system — ban our representatives from receiving contributions
so representatives can better represent the people —

The federal government could be a clearinghouse for environmental jobs for young adults.

The lack of funding - properties in federal parks are intended to be intended but are still in
private hands. There are developments in areas where there shouldn’t be. Create a competitive
program for easements on private land that promotes the historical aspect. Provide more tools
for neighbors of refuges to do great things. When other federal organizations don’t respect
federal conservation - Highways going through wetlands undermining the protection from
environmental organizations. The park culture is outwardly focused is great - it used to be
inwardly focused on themselves rather than rallying with other federal organizations - support
this culture.

wants a buffer around every National Park and National Military Park. Need to act within next 7
months in order to have an impact on GETT battlefield casino threat.

We need matching funds for stewardship - invasive species removal projects

We need more funding allocated for baseline environmental monitoring for the state of
Maryland coldwater resources and fishing in general. We don’t have recreational catch data.

working lands and recognizing value of preserving pristine landscapes and keeping land
productive and economical — financing and funding for conservation we need to rethink how we
fund it — organizations base their work on donations and industries that do poorly in a weak
economy — needed financial security will secure a long-term future
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The media are highlighting dangers of being outside. The federal government could try to
present positive side of being outside.

They have1500 members that hike, canoe, bike, Stewardship is key. Partnering is what helps
them. Partnerships supply labor. One example, they partner with federal government on National
Public Lands Day. On Assateague, members spend hours per day, cleaning up trails, providing
free labor. The park provides free campsites. Gives people ownership of that park since they
worked on it. One weekend in National parks — free camping — work.

To retain private working lands they have to be profitable. Credits are a huge source of income.
The USDA rural developments have to be provided as grants rather than loans. Equity
investment for beginning farmers & emerging businesses.

Valuation to private landowners who hold easements. Appraisals need to be done better.
Funding needed for all land trusts—not just accredited ones.
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Asheville, NC

Ref Ken Burns’ movie- momentum for a push for more land set aside- esp needed in middle GA-
allowing hunting on NPS lands would increase support for NPS lands with local communities

AGO is a right step---full funding of LWCF would make a big difference- equalize federal and
state funding- LWCF is biased toward federal

AT would not exist w/out LWCF-need funding for continued stewardship of the land after
acquisition- volunteer model works when it is supported by a diverse base

Agree- collaborating with USFS as well as a community revitalization group-example: Jackrabbit
mt. bike trails (Tusquitee RD, Nantahala NF) — collaboration on grant writing is esp. important

A lot of expertise in agencies- share expertise and make available to smaller governments and
non-profits- share your tools

Fund no child left inside act
A lot of fed lands in the west- fewer in the east- need more focus on recreation where people live-

Federal Government Role that is a real challenge. Big South Fork River and National Recreation
Area. Five federal agencies with involvement with this watershed and four state agencies with
involvement in this watershed. The federal agencies do not have a basis for interacting with each
other. Interagency cooperation is a big issue. Agencies need to be directed, from the office of
the president, to manage their resources so that no action taken would not prevent another
agency from reaching their mission.

Leadership. Assuming this process produces a report and eliminates some issues. Reports are on
the shelf and we have a dysfunctional congress. Unless there is leadership and a public support,
the report will just sit on the shelf. We, as an American public, will have to generate great
support for the change to come about. There needs to be real leadership across the
administration has to make this into a campaign not just a report.

Making the recreation opportunities that parks/forest provide accessible and known to the
public. Need to do more publicity/marketing of these opportunities.

There isn’t clear alternative energy development. Need clarity regarding energy policy
development. Speaking to example of tradeoffs between preserving viewsheds and supporting
alternative energy — windpower.

Need more emphasis on how to use MOUs and volunteer groups. In the face of climate change
and invasive species, it will require a bigger base of federal employees.
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Only major country where climate change skepticism is still a majority. We have a lot to
overcome regarding climate change. Need strong public support from the federal gov't. Fed.
GoVv’t has an obligation to educate the public regarding the validity and consequences of climate
change. Would like to see more public education.

Look at signage in parks/forests. Many people unfamiliar with outdoors are scared by signage in
parks warning of hazards. Signage should be encouraging, not discouraging visitors.

Put more money into river health and purchasing conservation easements to buffer river, buying
land in the flood plain. Pointsource pollution issues need to be taking into consideration to
protect water National blueways intiatives. Establish some sort of funds with national initiative to
protect lands near water. Specifically in floodplains.

Is there a way that agencies or the office of the President can provide more follow-up on the
following of the executive orders. More collaboration and thus more commitments.

Showcase the solutions of competing and conflicting agencies.

Challenge we’re faced with - food security in the face of global climate change. Federal gov’t
needs to coordinate how we are going to change how we produce food in the face of this climate
change. 15-20 we may see real food shortage problems.

Facilitative role taken to ensure that executive order are followed, collaboration happens and the
government is effective.

Looking for ways that the government can be a little flexible. Have rewards and incentives to
have more flexibility.

Value of USFS to recreation is very high- the NVUM results report high satisfaction with USFS
recreation- has not had the status with the agency mission it should

Moving FS to USDI would be a bad move for recreation- recreation is not a mandate for the NPS-
USFS is more recreation oriented- FS and BLM need to document benefits of recreation better
than they have, incl. health benefits- private advocates often don’t have the info they need to be
effective- should have NVUM surveys for NPS and BLM.

There is a disconnect between states and feds in recreation planning—no mechanism to connect
fed and community planning efforts- exception is the Overmountain Victory Trail- NC and SC are
working on connecting two state parks---another example is the Guilford Natl Battlefield in
Greensville SC, tied in with a community greenway

Feds need to be able to take corporate funding to support local efforts- losing millions of S$ by
not being able to accept these funds



Discussion Question 3
Asheville, NC (cont.)

Agency has had a positive move towards ecosystem management. Bringing prescribed fire to the
landscape (through Wyden amendment- providing ability to manage across public/private lands.

make sure the money gets where it needs to!

People who normally pollute are uneducated specifically on being outdoors. Inter-city people
need to be taught!

Servant leadership. What are the values that have been embraced and how can the government
serve the people.

No landscape vision for what these lands should be, should contribute to. Need a landscape-level
vision for the Appalachian corridor, especially given climate change issues. State purview stops
at state lines. States need a federal entity to bring together a landscape vision. USFW Landscape
Collaborative is a new effort in this regard.

USDI needs to link more closely with EPA re: pollution and land management. Need for
prescribed fire for ecosystems, need to work on ozone and particulate prescriptions that will
allow for prescribed fire.

LWCF is the economic engine that will make America’s Great Outdoors a reality. 2014 is not soon
enough. House Act passed today. Now is the time to move forward.

One role that the federal role can fulfill is coordinating state initiatives. One example of this is an
initiative is to place the Appalachian Trail on the federal registry of historic places.

Education to inspire volunteers. Get kids to take ownership of parks and forests.
Challenge of how do we wrestle with the roles of government? Gov’ t should set a tone for
conservation and recreation.

Role of gov't is to educate and empower people to do the right thing. Local gov’ts getting to
determine where funding goes.

Grant funding is a huge negative — it sustains a project for a small time and then fall apart as
funding runs out. Instead, create project funding to sustain a project.

Funds allocated to the agencies for specific work is not used as intended.

encourage Forest Service have strong science-based policy on biomass
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Train transit needs to be expanded
PSA’s — find good examples of what works well elsewhere

Federal government can change the tone of dialogue on the questions of subsidies; sometimes
current tone is skewed; inconsistency in funds for extractive subsidies vs. subsidies for
conservation

As Muddy Sneakers evolves, children may be charged a fee because of funding concerns. Can the
federal government (Forest Service) waive the usage fee if they start charging a fee?

also natural gas explorations
need to improve the accessibility of federal personal to communities; need to connect and speak

out; help reinvigorate US Man and the Biosphere program; a paradigm for the rest of the world;
let’s don’t just take care of our own house

Needs to be areas set aside for children to play and ‘disturb’ the land. Perhaps a role for FS.
Pilot school funded by government!

NC parks have a program for kids K-5 for kids to come to state parks and learn that the outdoors
is a good place to spend time. State should expand the program and the federal government
should look at this program.

A new CCC.
More stringent environmental protection laws and increased enforcement in concerns of
pollution. The idea of production outside the country should be rethought as well.

Get beyond the EOG and connect the students by other means, music etc.

More fed encouragement of recreation
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Rural areas have to have infrastructure; local Rural Development groups support rural
businesses, etc. Could assist with some community niches; could help find partners and help;
e.g.: Community Facilities program, low interest loan program; funding for schools; eco-tourism
and relating small towns with parks — can help with revitalization (sidewalks, benches); can
finance businesses in rural areas; Mountain BizWorks program receives loans at 1% and then
provides low interest loans to small businesses

Conservation Easement; initiative for conservation easements need to become permanent

Decreased funding to National Parks and Forests. Maintenance a problem. Need an incentive
program to help out. Needs to start from the top. Makes it difficult to partner when things take
so long.

ENFORCEMENT! Need to be more enforcement of rules and regulations-needs to be more
transparency when things are being funding, and there needs to be more accountability-more
enforcement of already listed regulations

Wanted to know how involved the Department of Education is with this effort. One of the
challenges is the state standards of learning/education standards/teaching to the test. Teachers
are too afraid to break from the testing curriculum and take the kids outdoors.

Sustainability across administrations—how do we keep this moving with administration change.

Government should be willing partner on these programs. Need to decrease the amount of red
tape involved in partnering with federal agency.

Biggest federal government role often is knowing all resources available.

Richtop development and wind power--- fear of developing wind power mixes with conservation
mandate. Needs to be changes in attitudes. Influence of fed government to show us an
“equilibrium with nature” there needs to be marketing of the importance of everything the
outdoors has to offer as well as how we should continue to practice conservational efforts to
better maintain such valuable recreations Tougher and tighter regulation of what goes into the
rivers. (ex: pigeon river) make private industry sectors more accountable, they should be using
their profits from dumping to also clean up the waters, etc.

Effectiveness of volunteers: kids exposed to volunteerism are more likely to be adult volunteers;
need federal programs

Great Smoky Mountains National Park needs to charge a fee, and the majority of the fee should
stay in the park.



Discussion Question 3
Asheville, NC (cont.)

Administration should take advantage of the economic downturn and publicize how inexpensive
use of public lands can be. Show that money is not a barrier to camping in or visiting public lands.

White water paddling on the Chatuga River is not allowed on the upper portions. Lots of money
is being spent to fight this. Waste. Battle could be simply solved — only river managed by FS like
this in the forest. River managed to the needs of fisherman as opposed.

Rivers Trail Conservation Assistance Program is less than 1% of park’s budget. Need more of an
effort and support for this program.

Fed Govt needs to recognize that reducing the size of agencies is not fixing the efficiency issues;
staff shortages for those that help maintain federal/park land is really affecting visitor
experiences; less supervisors is a problem; #2 from rural Jackson Co — eastern border with Blue
Ridge Parkway and very close to EBCl and GRSM; those federal agencies have funding problems;
but use this challenge to think of creative solutions — see oil drilled in the western US and
fees/taxes related to that helping fund public lands?; Current environment is prime for land
conservation due to prices, etc.; NC is growing at rapid rate and these lands are threatened —
biggest tool to help is the sale of public resources;

as NC expands lands programs, it would be a lot better to have more access to federal and state
agencies — find out what lands are strategically important to all of us; work through acquisition
process with federal land managers — historically hasn’t always been what it could be

Getting kids and families back into the outdoors. NPS could teach families how to use their time
at parks. Supply recreational opportunities (eg. rent kayaks, bikes). Need system of teaching
unfamiliar outdoor families how to connect with outdoors.

Go straight to the teachers. Bureaucracy gets in the way higher up than that. GSMNP pays half a
salary to a school teacher.

Fed govt needs to play a coordination role. Very little coordination between federal agencies
particularly with regard to bureaucracy. Need coordinated efforts to set priorities collectively.
States also have role, states need to get involved. Needs to be ongoing coordination. Who is the
best agency to handle a certain issue or priority.

Fed government should take leadership role in river way development-often an interstate issues-
too often it is just the local govt that drives it—important not only for recreation but provide
conduits for wildlife

Have to give people a reason to care. Need educational component in schools.

Transportation. Need good public transportation system. Need to look long-term as to how we
move goods and services, and how to get urban population to outdoor settings. Long term
transportation plan that takes into account our economic and recreational needs.
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(500 mountaintops have been mined in the Southern Appalachians); natural scientists in all the
agencies only talk to each other; can’t speak outside their own field; need to have authority to
speak to individuals; spoke to Southern Appalachian Man in the Biosphere (SAMAB) conference —
no federal scientists have spoken to the outside world on climate change —

Loss of farmland. Models need to be developed. Need to make it affordable for new farmers.
Need to recruit more farmers. Think creatively. Incentives for keeping farmlands farmlands

Preserving federal tax incentives for private citizens.

Money follows programs; mandates create programs —i.e. incorporating environmental ed must
be mandated for money to be available.

Buncombe county advisory board is focal point of conservancy groups; can work across counties;
cross-section of public and agencies; Federal and states could reward local jurisdictions with
money to fund land conservancy programs

Get DOT involved; fed government needs to increase funding to federal natural resource agencies
Need to get DOT to the table — they need to be educated on natural resource management;

Wants to underscore the connection between resources and dollars. NC state parks had highest
year of visitation ever last year. Not all states are that fortunate. Neighboring states have not
been so lucky and Fed needs to help

GRSM has similar issues of air pollution. Continue to designate wilderness areas within National
Forests. Important for enjoyment and preservation of species.

Advertising/campaigning not allowed and it’s not taught in schools, so the message needs to get
out there somehow, someway!

have more directional information, easily navigable user database with an inventory of
recreational opportunities, and advertise it nationally (ex: great American outdoors online) have
an index of all these activities

Tax credits are highly effective and need to be expanded.

NC Ecosystem Enhancement Program. $ to preservation vs restoration has shown preservation is
better way to spend the money. Feds could have similar program that provides $S incentives for
preservation.
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Need stricter zoning around NPS sites to prevent encroachment. Would be cheaper than buying
adjacent lands.

Full funding for preservation; easements are great working tool and funding is being reduced;
federal government needs to recognize full value of easements and provide incentives; Section
106: largely misunderstood at a local level; feds could help explain initiative

Encourage federal development and participation in “Historicorps,” emerging CCC, HABS/HAER
Not enough support in the right areas — schools, camps, educating the youth.

agency relinquish control — allow local entities to be empowered; engage at a local level to
enable local initiatives

Unfortunate that some public schools only get small opportunities to engage in outdoor
education.

Continue to have the tax credits for conservation. NC has a state credit for conservation. On a
national basis, encourage states to provide tax credits for conservation. Collaboration needed
with Land trusts. State/Federal need to be open to re-purchasing the land acquired by Land
Trusts.

Wants EPA to stop air pollution in western NC. Mountains are at top of watershed. Wants
stronger regulations on air pollution. Brook trout are challenged, black bears don’t recognize
state lines nor private property. Migratory birds need a good stopping place in their migrations.

NPS has gateway community planning, National Heritage Area has started the process of
connecting communities to their nearby public lands as well. Fund that planning process,
facilitate it, and follow through with it. It doesn’t just happen. NPS has developed this process
well. Use the same process for all public lands, state, local, federal. You don’t need to own a
cabin, just get a tent and enjoy western NC.

Need a strong, 30- year strategy of funding in order to make a difference. The feds need to step
up with a similar dedicated stream of revenue that can be depended on in order to develop a
long term vision.

Use local farms as part of the process. Use federal involvement.

Need to do a better job of interpreting and preserving the Rutherford Campaign, the southern
frontier in the American Revolution. It’s a national story and should be done by the NPS in
concert with the Blue Ridge NHA.
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Federal agencies need to be talking with each other. Interior and Commerce need to work
together. What are we doing at the national level to build sustainability? Need to break down
agency barriers to working together. Need to see it more broadly...find some balance and work
together for noble and worthy goals.

Using the wrong criteria to measure success. Should the increasing number of cars on the
Parkway be a measure of success or should we be looking at trams? Agencies need to be
working together better...EPA, TVA, NPS. Agencies need to get out of their ‘silos’.

Develop books for children, books that parents can use to better connect with outdoors, get
children outdoors. Federal govt needs to be involved in getting kids outdoors.

School requirements (ex: EOG)... have some of the classes taught outdoors-outdoor classrooms

Need more planners at the local level who can go out into the communities around the parks/or
forests to communicate plans and work collaboratively with towns and cities.

Benefit to feds is that with a dedicated federal funding stream, federal agencies can improve on
their track record.

Federal role could be increase in communication. Michele Obama could tie her obesity initiative
to getting kids outdoors.

NC needs to see that the Feds will indeed match state programs. It’s an incentive for the states
to step up to the plate.

purpose to cross-reference for agency contradictory regulations — Comprehensive review of
Federal Programs with conflict rules — ie EA for one dept might be diff for another agency. Env
Planning Process needs to be same cross agency rather then the barrier now.

Well funded marketing campaign would be helpful.

More focus on greenways, hiking trails, bike trails, etc. Connect the cities with the outer lying
natural areas. How could the federal government be a better partner for implementing these
types of plans?

Expand parks and wilderness.

Provide educational enrichment for teachers. Teachers then develop natural history curriculum.
Need to encourage educational involvement.
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Need national energy planning so that long-term conservation efforts can be improved.

Political battle — how much government should protrude in everyday lives and these programs?
We do not have very many well financed powerful friends. Need to fight on broader political
front. Campaigning would be helpful but is limited by government agencies.

Stay positive — campaigns against cigarettes and littering have taken years to implement. We
don’t have an exact path, but a lot of persistent people have done a lot and affected a lot. It
takes time to get where we are going, but if we stay dedicated and optimistic, positive changes
will begin showing.

Incentivizing local communities to contribute to Federal monies; NC has great tract record in
being leader in conservation; nice if Federal Government would recognize and weigh this into
how funds are dispersed —in local programs, incentives are in place to match federal funds

look toward required community service for youths, like the AmeriCorps program
Volunteerism is the key. Volunteers can advertise, campaign, create support.
Get folks involved at federal level.

federal govt can help with staff to turn around approvals quicker — number of projects waiting
approval is backlogged/massive and costs money; example — taking 3 years for one small access
area...; currently not an effective system or use of resources

federal govt can play bigger role in marketing; reinforce youth session idea of finding celebrities
to be spokespeople and engaged in these messages

uses state and national parks for experiences and sees inconsistencies in permitting/application
fees/etc — need more consistency across agencies

develop a “rec easement” for private landowners that would allow them to provide for public use
without worrying about liability issues, and give tax advantages for doing it

Lead the way on climate change.

Would like to see fed government be a leader in landscape level conservation. Longleaf pine
restoration is a good example how it has been done.



Discussion Question 3
Asheville, NC (cont.)

Feds should partner with states to develop civilian conservation corps. This would educate and
provide benefit.

All have been energized by Louv’s Last Child in the Woods. Can the government help us with
collecting data and convince school districts with this data. Inventorying the programs that work.

Hard to get corporate partners. Need to involve corporate partners in GAO Listening Sessions.

Need government to provide incentives to businesses to play more active role in these programs
or to fund these programs. Eg. Provide incentives to businesses to support
outdoor/environmental programs.

Support the No Child Left Inside and Elementary and Secondary Education Act --would encourage
supplemental education for teachers. EPA puts out environmental education grants for states
each year and this funding is very limited—need to provide more funding and more grant
opportunities. Also, create funds/grants for connecting people to the outdoors. Lack of funding
needs to be improved and provide incentives for teachers to get additional training.

Sea level rises will result in additional land needs. Wildlife corridors will increase in importance.

Emphasis on Education — Green Issues/Industries — Push toward that in Education, esp cities —
NC is no longer a Rural state. Bring back the music..? Endowment for Arts, so why not
Endowment for the Green umbrella.

Publicity for National Trails Day is very good. They use website to make all the opportunities
known. Can the federal government create website where trails groups and other organizations
can upload information about recreational events/opportunities for the public. Would be one-
stop shop for finding rec. opportunities. American Hiking Society’s National Trail Day website.
Make it easier to find opportunities.

Federal partners need to bring partners in as part of the “family”. Organizations do not want to
be controlled by grant requirements, reporting requirements etc. Simplify grant process.

Fund the YCC more in all communities (embracing future generations)-provide man power for the
national forest-develop converationalists

federal government should fund a PSA (public service announcement) or campaigns to encourage
retires and other citizens to volunteer at their nature centers (botanical gardens, arboretums,
etc), specifically locally.



Discussion Question 3
Asheville, NC (cont.)

Ask federal government to retain its promise of LWCF. Great program, with dedicated revenue
stream. But almost from day one it has gone downhill. Have LWCF fully funded and fully
dedicated is something desperately needed in NC and across the nation. Funds must be
dedicated so that they do not have to go through the appropriation process every year. Gives
people an opportunity to plan, not just speculate, on what they can do each year.

Thanks to NPS and USFS for doing a lot with a little.

Blue Ribbon commission produced report for NPS that provides importance of education of
youth. Lots of good recommendations in report.

Need to identify partners. DoE should be involved in these discussions. Own lots of land.

Need national level backing for this initiative. Need Department of Education involved as well as
other agencies—not just DOI, USDA.

Dept. of Education needs to put emphasis on outdoors and natural history. Give schools
incentives

If we cut on taxes we cut jobs, maintenance and sections of every service the government
provides. Need to do better job at letting know and educating public on what taxes contribute to.

By investing in green technology, energy resources specifically, a huge difference can be made.
Not only in helpful in our surroundings and environment, but with peoples’ attitudes. Online
technology magazines have proved to be useful.

Need to have more hiring programs for youth like SCA or provide ways for more agencies to use
SCA programs.

Present use value program — allows farmers to pay less taxes. Farmers want land to remain in
present use value as they age. Extend this program

Re: Youth in the Outdoors; what about the youth desiring to be in proactive positions?
Government should push internships and help emerging youth develop their career paths

children are wired and stay in their houses and parents encourage this — need to get people out
and interacting in nature; need PSA’s to get people unwired, medical community needs to
understand the importance of nature, as well as educator’s

SCA — one thing Fed could do — get more kids involved by new energy/recognition to youth corps.



Discussion Question 3
Asheville, NC (cont.)

decision makers need to get outdoors to see it first hand; inform developers of “sense of place”;
fund staff time to do community education

Depts of Transportation at fed and state levels need more emphasis on trails- want higher $$
spent on trails as means of transportation

Use broader initiatives to work with scouts and other organizations to market outdoor
opportunities.

SCA students make good ambassadors for outdoor jobs and recreation. Have returning SCA
students engage scouts and other organizations to promote careers.

A great thing about our state parks is the ability to step up from easy camping to hardcore. Need
to get the message out that there is something for everyone.

Make the outdoors more multi-media friendly.

We updated science standards recently, why not nature education. What is the federal
responsibility?

| think the perception is that the parks are in a bubble, this is not the reality to how water flows,

where animals live. Park service needs to lend expertise to smaller units on water conservation,
green initiatives.

You have to put nature and outdoors into the curriculum in the schools. Today’s technology has
worked against getting children outdoors. Need federal funding.

Stability in relationship with turnover of personnel. Multi-year projects hard to start over. AMEN
matching funds to where people are i.e., Great Smoky Mtn NP or Blue Ridge Parkway (have
highest visitation in system)

Consistency in message to American People

Partner with McDonalds to support the parks and conservation measures. National park trading
cards.

Remember that the arts are a vital link to the parks.
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Asheville, NC (cont.)

protect buffers around military bases — need increased DOD funding for farms and forests around
bases

keep entrance funds local! Look at park units individually

get children outdoors; FHWA has huge impact on state’s budget; FHWA — get back into thinking
about alternative transportation; need money to staff educational programs; public needs to get
on to their public officials; has to start at the grassroots level with local officials; FHWA needs to
be involved at the beginning

funding — tax incentives, project funding, etc.; land agencies need to be talking to the commerce
agencies; rural economic development - need to promote REAL rural development such as
tourism

National parks should promote their tourism benefits, sales tax dollars raised and how local
recreation promotes quality of life.

drop in staff, 50% Drop, shut down parks—teachers losing job- PE first to go—why are tryng to
get people out there but they have no Play/PE time at young ages.

National wildlife refuges generally only day use- opening them for more camping-would
generate more local income if people stayed longer

Need more advertising. Use more celebrities to hype parks.

There is bad propaganda, no showers, cell phones, etc... Camping doesn’t have to be extreme.
Doesn’t have to be roughing it. Can be luxury.

We need to teach teachers to go outside and teach nature.

Dept of Ag needs to pay attention to Small Farms as much as it does to Large corporate -
Subsidy rules, Health and Safety food act

chickens in Urban settings, Protect that right. Ermaculture
Need to promote mountain sports in schools, thrill seeking sports (extreme).

We need to bridge the gap between youth and outdoors. Using social media take away from each
other. Using facebook to convince people not to be on facebook and go outdoors...



Discussion Question 3
Asheville, NC (cont.)

| have no idea how to apply for a NPS job.
responsibility to make good on promises — inventoried roadless areas, wilderness study areas, etc
Private lands need to get access to adjacent fed land for uses such as riding stables/trails- will

generate jobs in small towns- pvt lands need to utilize nearby forest lands better-

Short term politics and long term projects are a big disconnect. Programs started by one
administration cut by next administration.

Need a grass roots campaign to convince congress to put initiatives into the schools.

Adjacent PVT to FS — calls and complaints — need to rethink the good neighbor policy — ROW etc
addressing.

Getting SS$ to the NGO’s and work collaboratively with them- provide tech transfer- use NGO'’s to
get federal information out

Last Child in the Woods —book should be required reading!
Air pollution----ozone alerts discourage outdoor recreation-need legislation on climate change
D o NOT tear up lands already preserved-energy policy should encourage biking, etc

Be as inclusive as possible when planning recreation- don’t go straight to wilderness- preserve
hunting opportunities

Emphasize pack-in-pack-out---- campsite 70 in GSMNP a mess- attracted feral hogs during a
recent trip

USFS contracts out timbering- be sure they supervise these guys- | live near the AT near Mill
Ridge-need to move USFS to USDI to prevent timbering

Agencies have multiple jurisdictions --don’t communicate with each other- volunteers have a
hard time getting agencies to talk to each other- when they do, great things happen-volunteers
are the mortar between the bricks- initiatives don’t come together unless the volunteers do it
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Asheville, NC (cont.)

Need a natl office of environmental education- agencies need a cooperative, unified plan

Trout streams are being filled in by mountaintop mining; need better controls to prevent
damages from this resource extraction

Federal incentives for conservation easements need to be made permanent; people are shying
away due to the uncertainty

decision makers into the field — can make conservation advocates out of them; what is land trust
communities role in climate change? — federal government needs to provide leadership on this,
incentivize conservation; target NRCS programs towards conservation programs

Local schools are getting backyard habitat. Fed provide incentives.

Identify highest and best use of National Forests. In TN and NC this use is recreation. Need more
money for trail maintenance. Need to ask for more.

-Include part of the educational curriculum to be taught outside, or have more recreational
education, environmentally hands on education

-keep up to date !!

Initiatives towards institutionalized “fitness” campaigns, as well as recycling campaigns and Go
Green type pitches. Get kids outdoors, childhood obesity and benefiting the land.

have the gov simplify things to the public

Incorporated a city in order to protect resources — many grants available, but it's hard to comply
with the rules — need to break down barriers and not just base of household income — should
“beta test” some innovative projects and programs beyond current ideas — clustered
development and use plans, env-based charter schools — green incubators — also to share info on
what already being done

many local inhabitants have never experienced locally available sports (like rafting) — high-speed
internet infrastructure a necessity for growth of rural areas — WNC a great incubator for this
(Bryson City, for instance)

need a comprehensive national database of local recreation economic impact studies — would
help those trying to convince local managers of rec's values — need to make electric grid
corridors available for recreation use, where needed for trail connectivity
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Asheville, NC (cont.)

change FS mission to emphasize natural ecosystems (ID this economic value), and other uses
subordinate to this, including recreation uses — how to fund? - Make Pisgah RD a National
Recreation Area — would increase this economic value, move away from dependence on fire &
timber $

May need to limit use of rec areas to protect them — more rec use isn't always better
major role - stop frivolous lawsuits brought against agencies on environmental grounds

multi-use greenways should be a priority for funding — to connect resources and people — both in
urban and in rural environments — a major federal role to fund these, help w/permitting and
design

Greenways important — make them a required part of DOT development plans —and make FS
trails sustainable

great to see agencies working together on this initiative — a good process — to be successful,
much be collaborative between fed/state agencies, NGO's and local govt's

Confusing to know the rules in each NF unit — “can | have a beer here?” - not communicated well
—need to get the info out better for the public

In GA, had the sagme problem witth family services, made a small sub-agency from
representative of the larger agencies to help public navigate the bureaucracy

Accountability. Are funded programs including the underrepresented population? That is key.
Rate or grade the programs.

Manage to “protect” the natural resources. Federal government needs to stand behind
conservation and laws as opposed to bending to the will of business/corporation.

Federal government should make parks more accessible.
Local governments give tax incentives for development, federal government should provide
incentives for ‘green space’ in developments.

Most of the Pisgah forest is used for education, hiking, fishing, recreation. Is there any value in
designating forest or portion of the forest as recreational area?

Young people see role models in National Park Service employees. Mentoring is important.
Young people emulate parents and other adults.
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Asheville, NC (cont.)

Federal government senior positions — many are eligible for retirement. Losing institutional
knowledge.

Cooperation is key. Federal government has the opportunity to encourage collaboration and
cooperation with other agencies and private sector. Sustainable communities is a great idea that
puts multiple objectives into one basket.

Lack of funding to take care of the lands we have. See that with the EPA, statewide only 7 people
to do erosion control. Things fall through the cracks when you don’t have capactity.

Disconnect between where the funding is needed and
A challenge in education is that we haven’t reached the educational policy makers. There is a fear
that kids won’t meet appropriate mandated national education standards.

There is a challenge in reaching the staff — educating the teachers.

Funding. Upgrading and maintaining our parks.

Facilities that are historic and cultural resources.

Greenway development. Referred to British government as a model for preserving green spaces.

Old SCS (NRCS) is an excellent example for ecosystem protection. Need a regional look within
the federal perspective to align investments. Focusing cost share money where it can make a
difference. Ultimately the private land needs a stronger focus.

Issue of fear of engaging in nature.
Federal agency emphasis on consequences of climate change.

Advocacy is not generally seen as part of a federal employee’s job. It is difficult for public
agencies to be advocates.

Agencies who want partners are not the ones who are writing regulations. Too much red tape
just to do anything on forests ervice land. Need to streamline means to work with partnerships.
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Asheville, NC (cont.)

Need way of funding the programs that can demonstrate that they have made a difference.

This listening session is an example of good governance—to come and ask for public’s input and
use a bottom-up approach versus a top-down approach.

Green Opportunities should focus on smaller issues that everyone can participate in, such as
keeping hometown clean. It’s a trickle effect. Reach people in areas that they care about and

Recruit volunteers and make sure they have a good working experience and they will spread the
word.

Harvesting wind energy

Farm initiatives in Atlanta schools - outreach to kids

Turning dammed rivers into natural rivers

Easier access

Increase awareness of outdoor opportunities like SCA

Increase state and local funding and info

gov could sponsor a summer camp for kids who would normally spend summer indoors, family

doesn't have money

gov could take inner city kids outside - discussed outward bound trip to show people how to live
in the outdoors

more visitor centers/education to the public on parks

challenge the American public to go a day "unplugged"

proviging information of activities to do in parks based on age and family structure



Discussion Question 3
Asheville, NC (cont.)

continue funding at all levels of local, state and federal levels

1. federal government working with schools to do more class trips and getting classrooms to
hold class outdoors (especially to target urban schools, historically black college [HBCU’s], no
child left outside); emphasize parks in biology and environmental

1. emphasize funding for low-income communities

1. media partnership: team up with television stations to hold “black-out day” allowing kids to
get away from technology and get outdoors

1. new advertising campaign (ie. Smokey the Bear)

1. make all parts “cool” through advertising (direct and indirect) and holding outdoors
events/concerts/etc. in parts to get folks interested

1. education for parents: often with multiple jobs, busy schedules it’s tough, but sharing
information with parents about parks and programs

a. safety in the outdoors, but without confining with cameras, security, police, etc.

i. community run program with local volunteers

1. programs (like day-care) where working parents can bring kids to enjoy outdoors for the day
1. volunteer programs (like anti-litter) in parks and local communities to get kids interested and

involved in enjoying and protecting outdoors

lots of parks have limitless programs, but not enough public outreach to increase
awareness of programs

can be integrated into local school districts, teaching (teaching teachers how to teach in
the outdoors)

1. Emphasize No Child Left Inside in urban schools and historically black college’s with greater
emphasis on parks, landscapes, and outdoor fields trips
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Asheville, NC (cont.)

1. Create after-school programs and outing clubs that are led by youth

1. Media and government partnership to spark public outreach in classrooms and with parents;
with the classrooms, emphasize teaching teachers HOW to teach in the outdoors; for parents,
educating them on how to be safe and create safe havens in the outdoo



Discussion Question 3

Bangor, ME

Feds educate people about the natural resources, gov consider a feasibility study of Maine North
Woods NP

Websites need to be easier to use Easier to find information. Currently information is buried too
deep in the site to find. Websites should be more interactive and information readily accessible.

Delphi Forecast Techniques to develop who will own forests in ME in the future. Itis
anonymous. This technique the Federal Government ought to use. It identifies inherent
polarization.

Key to Project SHARE is that the federal government is a peer to other partners. ltis a
partnership of large landowners and agencies. It is not us against them.

Maine has 7000 farmers with 800 million dollars in products and they own 1.34 million acres
which is 7% of the total land in Maine. Most of this land is open, but farmers do not receive one
penny for keeping their land open. Farmers and landowners need incentives, such as paying
landowners to keep their land open. Federal grants through Farm Bill Cost Share programs
should do this.

Forest landowners produce the wildlife habitat which is the basis for wildlife economy. In ME
farmers can't charge for hunters to hunt on their land. Landowners do not benefit like the
guides, etc. do. The NRCS programs can provide compensation such as keeping trees on their
land that provide deer habitat. NRCS programs can give some compensation for this if programs
are configured properly. Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife are mapping the knowledge
of what we have for natural resources. This will give people info as to what we have and is the
key to get people outdoors. Need more of this. Could the feds combine this info in one spot.

If we trained our replacements, we can double ourselves. Need mentors to double youth
interest. Knowledge is lost because we haven't educated the youth in what we know about the
natural resources. Youth leave Maine, make money then come back when they retire. [a deep
concern for building constituency in conservation.]

Incorporate into curriculum at all grade levels experiential conservation education and
environmental awareness.

The entity that wants to do conservation has the same permitting process as a developer. Feds
should come up with a permitting process that is different for putting a dam in and taking a dam
out. Good conservation and returning [the land] back to natural should be easier. Feds got
together 4 or 5 years ago. Has anything been done?

Nationally there are lots of special projects in the America's Great Outdoors web site. Getting
here you should have noticed the sheer scale of forests and waterways in Maine. If one thing
would help us move ahead, let the Maine woods be an example at the national level. Maine
forests need to rise to the top of the list at the fed level.
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Bangor, ME (cont.)

Keep federal designation as part of the mix. For example, Umbagog National Wild Refuge [a
federal designation] assisted the local partnership in obtaining an expansion of the area in
conservation.

Organization-North Maine Woods- who collaborate with landowners to develop maps and public
access signage. But..underfunded. There are some fees for access to support the information
that is available, but if the federal gov't could fund it somewhat, the effect would be much better.

Envirothon is very helpful for students to increase their awareness of natural resources and
career opportunities related to natural resources. Envirothon brings kids outside and specialists
into schools. Also, Nordic skiing is a big sport in Maine that is often overlooked.

His wife is a teacher and the problem is that everyone wants the schools to be the sources of
environmental education. More education, hands on education, is needed, but schools seem to
be the dumping ground for all the extracurricular stuff. Working extra things into the regular
curriculum can be challenging. Funding outdoor education during the summer is an alternative if
day camps can be funded partly by the federal government.

Need for large scale funding is there, but small scale funding is also a big need. EX: $4000 grant
helped make a festival possible to bring a community together around a fisheries project focus.
It shouldn't be a cumbersome process to request small amounts.

As we look to some of the federal stewardship programs, it strikes me that there are quite a few
with different details. Maybe it would be good to combine these programs make it broader and
make it more flexible. Conservation easements allow the working forest or working agricultural
to meet economic needs as well as provide non-economic benefits. We have two large
conservation easements. A 200,000 easement that eliminates all commercial development and
allows the public access for all traditional uses. The other easement is a 400 foot strip along both
sides of the Penobscot River. Conservation easements provide the opportunity for the best of
both worlds.

Money is always the problem. This is an industry that relies on volunteers. Grooming 14,000
miles of trails is not easy, and the expectation to have well groomed trails exists. If the
legislature would allow us to govern ourselves then we would have more money in the system.

Encourage the fed. Gov't to support innovation. The projects happening here are innovative
projects. | think some of this innovation is out ahead of the fed. Gov't. Some of our innovation is
ahead of the federal curve. We require cross-agency involvement and that is sometimes difficult.

Take a risk and thank for support. Keeping Maine Forests as Forest - all the grants have
real specific requirements and the programs should be carried over across administrations
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Bangor, ME (cont.)

Feds can watch what's happening in Maine. Please help us financially to compensate the
landowners. 14,000 miles of groomed trail across the state - the highest number in the
northeast. But the entire system is built on the backs of volunteers and the volunteers are
getting older and not enough young people are interested in grooming and riding. We need to
increase registration fees.

Create the Maine North Woods National Park and a feasibility study
Greatest way to maintain the forest land is eliminate estate

Mythology of what a NP would be, some parks allow hunting, different access, showcase some
models of different models to diffuse some to the mythology. Possibly create a new model for a
National Park.

Farming example, Fed owns lots of land in the west farmer graze cattle in the west pay a fee to
GOV, in Maine how about State pays farmers a grazing fee for the "State owned" Wild life (Eco
Serve)

Extend CE tax benefits, fund more CE programs.

enhancing the partners program and reinstating landowners incentive program
No more programs, but more funding for the existing successful programs.
Make NLCS lands a priority, funs a symposium to science BLM decision

American Heritage Rivers, River navigator, deals with the beauracracy and may be beneficial to
model on other programs.

Landowners understress to maintian public access, all levels of Govt to help landowners to keep
land open instead of purchasing

Science - | am concerned about the effects of windmills on our viewshed. We have to use the
science to camoflauge the turbines. We need to do that with noise as well - use science in
everything we do. The government needs to provide these science.

We need support for federal legislation to address NNIS. Also we need support for the National
Invasive Species Council. It insures that fedearl agencies work cooperatively. The Council started
well, but it has suffered from lack of support



Discussion Question 3

Bangor, ME (cont.)

We need expertise from engineers, environmental engineers, fish passage engineers, etc. In
Maine we do not have a large engineering staff and we need this help.

Lack of qualified and competant project managers. The Federal government in key to funding,
but we need these funds to be somewhat flexible. It is difficult to weed through all the funding
opportunities to find the right fit.

Fully fund the National Park System. We have 340,000 members in our Association. PLEASE fully
fund the LWCF. There are many programs that are working - please fund them.

Some type of partnership between the Maine Woods and the National Park Service. There has to
be a way to set aside a part of the Maine Woods to establish a National Park.

Fully fund LWCF. The state should get a portion of the LWCF. The Forest Legacy Program is
working well. We are limited by the funding we can get even though we have far more forest
than any other state.

We need a New England Forest Management Plan - we need to start thinking large scale

There are unique roles of the federal government. Making and enforcing rules and owning land
is a unique function of the federal government. Existing Parks, Wildlife Refuges, and Forests
need to be funded.

We need the Maine Woods National Park. Only 6% of ME is in federal ownership. Only .09% is
protected in Wilderness. These are some of the lowest percentages in the country. The ME
woods is under huge stress - biofuel, wind power, biomass are putting particular pressure on the
ME woods.

The ME Woods National Park would be an economic engine, connect people to the land, and
protect the north woods. The key is feasibility study that would look at the options and have a
open public conversation and give a hard look at this possibility.

We'd like the portion of the WMNF back. Auction it off and give us the proceeds to build roads
and trails.

Available federal funds to incentivize private owners to protect certain areas with particular
resource values. For example, deer wintering yards.

We provide landowners with conservations alternatives. We have conserved over 800,000 acres
of easements. ME has the largest contiguous forest land east of the Mississippi.

Allow the Sec of Interior and Agriculture to take risk and fund the most important projects first.
Invest and learn.
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Bangor, ME (cont.)

Bought land for conservation. Worked with paper company to get the land but there were no
incentives to keep land in conservation. Interest rate for land is 8% (high). A low interest rate
program for people who want to buy land for conservation would be great. Private landowners
don't get tax credits large corporations get so they have to think about changing how they
manage their land (conservation vs. economic). Everyone needs to look at KMF website

Education comments need to be taken with a field based components and work with schools to
incorporate into their instruction. Schools need the resources to take students to the field to
work with environmental experts (Field days)

Government education programs are available, but there's a need to promote them and use as a
resource.

School administrator's need to be educated always.

SWCD, RC&Ds, School Districts, source of volunteers but funding is just too hard to come by.
Can't federal government provide funds to support these type of groups' efforts for education
and public access. Small amount would go a long way. Need to get be able to get to resources
easily.

As you witnessed, we are enormously proud of the Penobscot Project and the continuing
commitment to its successful completion. The project includes several federal agencies, the
Penobscot Indian Nation, the State of Maine, hydropower owners PPL Corporation and Black
Bear Hydro LLC and several conservation groups and many other partners. The project is the
result of exemplary collaborative federal leadership, from the negotiation of the agreement to
technical assistance to funding. For instance, the Department of the Interior (U .S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, National Park Service and Bureau of Indian Affairs); Department of Commerce
(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency all
play key roles; partn ership with the Department of Agriculture is also promising. This vital
collaboration remains critical.

We are actively seeking both private and public support to ensure completion of the project.
Support from the President in FY12 would move the Penobscot Project quickly toward our goal of
completing the core elements of project implementation over the next 4 years.

We welcome your thoughts and leadership on how to ensure the Penobscot Project's success.
We hope this model is the very type of project to be highlighted in the AGO report and the
President's FY12 budget.
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Berkeley, CA

Easier to get a group of wilderness permits: streamline process/bureaucracy

Pay for internship programs = complicated: Hard to hire local youth (VIP program); Formalize
internship programs (MPS and partners? / D of A/ D of I?); Better/easier access/pay for
undocumented youth

NPS--new "series"--youth development/stewardship/internship
Prevailing wage issue: Make youth priority/youth friendly, don't lump with unemployed adults;
mechanisms to provide "classification" for youth and people who work with youth

Money for transportation
Streamline /simply partnership agreements and expectations

Bring "park to youth"--i.e. CA state parks working in central LA to create new park : focus on
urban areas and urban fringes

Use cultural resources in addition to natural resources
Money/policy -- energy dept. -- to refocus on bikes -- connect to open spaces
More partnership/volunteer coordinators: Forest Service, NPS , BLM (all agencies)

Access to jobs for young people : preferential hiring authority for young people who serve in
Cons. Corps, etc. -- healthy forests public lands corps act

Better systems for seasonal employees (health insurance, etc.) or better "pipeline" to
permanent positions (so we can keep youth once we get them)

Bring "living stories" to communities

Use of cultural resources to engage youth (emphasize interconnections between cultural and
natural resources) -- holistic approach
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Berkeley, CA (cont.)

Creating youth-friendly environments where young people can feel safe -- train staff

Replication of successful models that better integrate NPS interpretation and education with park
partner education and stewardship

Tribal interface

Support connection with youth from every age; promote potential future employment
opportunities...train youth to go back to their communities as promoters of programs

Recognize gaps between "silos" of engagement: Provide support to bridge those gaps (i.e. youth
participate in program, then don't know what to do with their transformation)

Streamlining partnership agreements and expectations (internal and external)

Simplify and create access to paid internships, long-term careers

More positions--youth program coordinators and partnership coordinators

Looking at cultural/natural resources holistically, in terms of outreach, partnerships, and
programs

Emphasize creation of youth-friendly environments with youth leadership

Building in family components to all youth programs

Better integration among and between agencies and partners in development of youth
programming

Encourage funding of "Learn + Serve" CNCS -- funnel money to get kids into park
Liaisons for NPS resources/ heard to connect with resources /get bounced from one

place/person to another

Using cultural resources as "bait" -- build bridge to natural resources
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Support programs that engage families (i.e. passes for future events, directions for returning, etc.)
Programs the provide repeat experiences

We need "youth development coordinators" who can facilitate connection between orgs and
parks

Importance of providing emotional/physical safety (know "quiet history" of sites -- why some
populations won't recreate there)

Early Age--utilize a variety of community-based organizations (e.g. youth, religious, cultural,
schools, etc.) to expose youth to outdoors

Pre-teen/Adolescents -- foster a sense of environmental stewardship/responsibility through
more intense experience; maximize peer to peer communication and connection ( e.g. outdoor
scamp operated and maintained by Boys and Girls Club)

Young Adults -- provide skill building opportunities in the outdoors (e.g. Corps) as part of a career
pathway; provide challenging and transformative experiences

Provide a national framework within which public-private partnerships (cross-sector
collaboration) can work instead of disparate efforts

Facilitate conversation between different funders (currently there are few linkages between
corporate funders and foundations grantmaking in the same area)

Land management agency should consider multiple benefits when allocating funding for projects
or maintenance and include youth development goals

Explore ways to leverage non-traditional sources of funding, such as Department of Labor (WIA)
or safe schools/healthy start/crime prevention

Start with activities in the city, build up to going to the camp, then coming back to help maintain
the camp facilities

Start with community-based organizations: schools, religious groups, athletic programs, youth
groups, etc.

No Child Left Inside; Outdoor education; Connect art and nature
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Make school funding more secure to make room for innovative programs

Federal legislation; fully fund Public Lands Service Corps Act; pass Youth Corps Act
National framework to organize efforts - Ex. AmeriCorps. Have a database?
Encourage funders to collaborate

Connect private foundations with corporate funders in same grant making area. Right now we
have separate conversations - corporate funders talk to each other and private foundations talk
to each other

Make Workforce Investment Act (WIA) dollars more accessible for this type of work

Local, state, and federal maintenance dollars could go to youth programs if allocated according to
multiple benefits, include youth development goals

Tap into more non-traditional sources of funding; Public safety community — officers
/workers/funding are untapped resources
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Take the environmental evidence, map out the corridors and dispersal areas, protect these areas
sp that the wildlife can move as freely as possible. Limiting our rerouting commercial semi truck
traffic in ecologically sensitive areas is critical in this effort. The Western Gainers Resolution must
be followed. Use environmental reports to determine corridors and disturbance areas.
Educational corridors for schools to teach to the next generation. The government should
support our efforts to support wildlife corridors in the entire state of Montana, especially the
Madison Valley as well as Idaho and Galltin Valley, Hwy 191.

Organize communities to develop local strategies to protect waterways. Educate and train
children on water clean and free. Employ state and federal guidelines for overset and regulations.

Make our parks and forests a priority in the federal budget. Think long-term when we decide
what we want to use our land and resources for.

Reduce traffic speed and eliminate long-haul trucks from the Madison Valley. Implement
setbacks on riders and eliminate dumping and pollution. Corridor development and get more
land into conservation easements.

It is critical that outdoors activities and the facilities to provide them are able at all levels. Local
governments and states have increasing use, aging infrastructure and limited staff and operations
to provide these types of opportunities close to populations and with easy access.

Fully fund the LWCF with equal funding to the stateside to provide operate and maintain local
recreational opportunities

Support grassroots efforts with federal and state money. Tough legislation to face individuals and
cooperation to take appropriate action.

We are not creating any more lands, but we are supporting more people. We must preserve our
diverse and unique public lands and landscapes, watersheds, wildlife, fish and bird habitats for
future generations and engage young people in their protection. Uses must be appropriate not
destructing public lands belonging to all Americans- whether or not they even visit them- they
are out national heritage. Local people must avoid seeing these lands as theirs not ours. Politics,
money and climate change.

Engaging all stakeholders in a collaborative approach resulting in solution on issues of public
lands for the common good. Uses must be sustainable. Bring people together to solve problems-
leave divisive rhetoric behind.

How do share access to wilderness and out doors without people feeling left out- There should
be NO snowmobiles in National Parks- but there should be places for them - some with atv's on
some trails ect. Balancing is the key!

To create buy in for balance- by insisting on more dialogue and more education
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Bozeman, MT (cont.)

Climate change and building resilience into our ecosystems so they can adapt to this change.
Connecting people to natural landscapes and fostering future conservation leadership. Protecting
our remaining core habitats on public and private lands that do not currently have permanent
protection

Local partnerships informed by the best available science. Fed govt providing funding and
technical assistance to inform collaborative partnerships. Support for legislative efforts that grow
from local collaborations such as SB 1470- The Forest Jobs and Recreation Act.

1. Carbon initiative- pricing 2. development guidelines 3. use less/ guidelines
Manage our resources for future generations not for short term profits

Fractural landscapes form development sprawl, great demands in fewer resources - (water, air)
as well as transportation routes. Threat of "no net gain "of public lands is strong in Montana, but
is very shorts sided and destructive. Please protect against "no net gain" policies.

Protective laws for watersheds and lands including cluster developments and enforced air and
water quality standards

Maintain large intact national areas that are interconnected to allow movement of animals and
plants as the climate changes

Reconciling agenda 21 goals and maintaining private property rights. Agenda 21 specifically
eliminates private property rights as well as most agricultural freedom. We cannot destroy these
freedoms without destroying our way of life.

Revise our game flow to promote not destroy private properly rights. Most of the best managed
lands in American are privately owned and the worst are federally owned

Fundamentally, recognized that current populations density and levels of resource consumption
create pressure on ecosystems and wildlife that did not operate as strongly in the past.
Consequently stronger policies for preservation of ecosystem function and species conservation
are necessary.

1. strong federal policy for the preservation and expansion of protected areas and endangered
species! 2. strong federal policy to inferndize the environmental cost of economic activity for
extractive/ pollution activities. ( as with ozone, so2 ). 3. Strong federal promotion of the
development of carbon-neutral energy.

Fully fund WCF. Plus more and into working lands conservation programs like FRPP, GRP, FLP,
WRP
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Adequate funding of NPS, LWCF to protect the core and critical landscapes. Work across
boundaries to protect large landscapes. National parks are the key to the AGO initiative, start
there. Fund what worlds, RCTS programs, youth deer program.

Conservation issues in Montana are most successfully addressed by bottom-up, grass roots
efforts that are based on collaboration. These are inclusive of multiple issued (forestry, weeds,
wildlife, water) and the local privatization of the issues

the best strategy to address the challenge that there groups face is support through programs
such as funding. The cooperative watershed management act, land and water conservation fund
and others

Most land managers recognize the impact of invasive but lack of resources and egony
commitment,. | reenergizes NISC give it the same emphasis as the Clinton administration did. 2.
include basic funding for invasive in agencies and field units.

Lack of understanding that all the natural world is connected and we are part of this web.
Showing how a philosophy of what is the common good is important not just "what's in it for
me"? Implementation use of education in schools about connectedness. Get children off
electronic games. understanding how to show people to understand what each does and what
one state does affects all of us. ( environment is not a bad word)

1. NPS get back to its most basic, oldest mission 2. revise update the 1972 Mining Act 3. Fully
fund LWCA 4. Strategic land trades and purchases to enhance public benefits of public lands.

Climate change, all land management units within DOI must have explicit mandates to manage
their lands for both present and future climate impacts. Decisions should be sound science.
climate smart management should four on 3 main tactic 1. protect adequate core areas, buffer
areas and connecting corridors 2. limit non-climate stressors (logging, ORV use, ect) 3.
Interagency coordination with state and local counterparts to develop and implement
ecosystems-wide climate-smart management programs

Regulations- 1. mandates and guidelines 2. collaboration between federal, state, local agencies
and non profits 3. Involve local citizens and organizations

Pryer Mountains of south central Montana needs better protection of anchant his tried sites and
better protection of the land with control over 4 or 2 vehicles

Coordinating diverse state/ federal/ local programs for common goals. Time- people are maxed
with worlds and school responsibilities. Finding common ground between groups/ stakeholders
that have antagonistic relationships.

Support financial and with policy local watershed/ conservation groups. Support flexibility with
work and school programs to encourage people to get outside. Start educating kids about
restoration early -middle school, continue through college, Support these programs. Support
financiers for salaries for people working on these efforts.
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1. wild land being locked up to all/ any activity other than walking/ back packing 2, good
farm/ranch being subdivided 3. oil dependence

1, keeping lands open to monitories access, youth and the age will be better able to access these
places, house specific trails/ paths for motorized access., Have specific trails for non motorized
activity. 2. raise the estate taps or eliminate it. Better/ easier easements. Incentives for youth
farmers/ ranchers 3. developed new oil strategies on lad not 50 miles out in the ocean.

keeping very large ecosystems in trust forever.
conservation alliances between public and private sector

Combined CRP and WRP programs, conservation easements on Private land that consider
reasonable public access.

amend the act and grant more creditability (i.e., less vulnerability to frivolous lawsuits) to the
environmental assessment process.

Engaging urban populations minority and youth populations in active outdoor lifestyles.

1. complete streets 2. connectivity of alternative trails and recreation networks in urban areas 3.
recreation services and infrastructure

The Federal government cant lock up millions of acres each administration and then fret about
the lack of participation in the "great outdoors" providing more access to and through public
lands. "wilderness" legislation are putting too many recreational areas off-limits to all but a few
able-bodied long-distance hikers. we need to be more creative and inclusive in how we define
uses for these areas.

More trails and existing roads open to motorized vehicles. We can take turns like what was done
in the 70's in the Galltain National Forest for snowmobilers and cross country skiers. They each
has designated days of the week and or weeks of the month to be on the trails and roads, and it
worked.

Grant support to community based NGO's that represent sustainable projects and show more
betting acumen.
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Enforceable standards to maintain core needs and values. Financial and other assistance for
coordination , communication and collaboration. Applied to a comprehensive national strategy to
ensure wildlife and ecosystems can adjust to a changing climate and a national network of
conservation lands sufficient to ensure all our wildlife and ecosystems will be available in
abundance for future generations. Key strategies- maintain core areas such as public lands.
Through short, clear, understandable and enforceable standards and through full funding for the
land and water conservation fund. -Maintain wildlife and ecological connectivity including across
private lands, through: strategies and programs that promote coexistence with wildlife and
ecologically improved land management, including more funding for existing programs such as
Forest Legacy Program, WDF- Livestock assistance program as applied to wildlife conflicts.

Managing and conserving our watersheds for clear water and habitat. Restore our degraded
habitats. Promote thoughtful human development patterns. Connect conservation and local,
sustainable food initiatives. Focus conservation efforts on large, reground linkages for
biodiversity.

Promote public-private partnerships and financially support them through programs and funds.
Adjust government programs to fit current needs and conditions (i.e. WREP pilot for NRCS) .
Expands contracts or cooperative agreements between federal and state government and
conservation NGO's and watershed groups.

Redefining corporations business entities without political rights. Rights are the domain of human
beings and their fully voluntary associations.

Protection and connecting large wild landscapes. Protecting and connecting habitats for fist and
wildlife (examples: bison, bighorn sheep, grizzly bears).

Protect habitat and promote regulated public hunting and fishing, fully fund land and waters
conservation fund, Eliminate wasteful government intervention. Abandon ARS Domestic Sheep
Experiment Station in Centennial Mountains. Abandon domestic sheep grazing on public land
Bighorn sheep's habitat. Abandon Bison capture facilities at Stephens CrkiN Yellowstone National
Park. Abandon bison capture facilities at Horse BVTTE on VSFS land.

Incentivizing water conservation and quality improvement Projects. Encouraging local
communities to develop comprehensive water management plans, include all stakeholders
(youth, feds, local government, private landowners ect.) if those plans are in place communities
can receive federal financial incentives for water conservation and quality improvement projects

The control of our public and private lands. Federal level putting our state land into wildlife
reserves. Treasured landscapes and grasslands. | also find it odd that the biggest place of the
proposed wildlife refuge in eastern MT. is over a very large oil and gas deposit.

Let each state control there own land , put the people choice first. Let us vote at a state level.
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Funding for land and water conservation. Protecting resources while including all recreation
users- balancing - maintain tools for working forest and ranchers.

Full funding for land and water conservation fund

Passage of global climate change legislation, better and less political management by our federal
agencies.

1. Do not lock up public land (national monuments) to eliminate timber, mineral, oil extraction.
Especially in the Baitken Shall Area 2. Do increase access to public lands. Even through mandatory
easements. 3. man made climate change is bull shit.

Anticipate and adapt- don’t keep on business as usual, head in the sand. Don’t spend money to
keep/ replace status quo

1. Agriculture education in curriculums nationwide. Public outreach and education. 2. Manage
wildlife rather than putting responsibility on ranchers. Be accountable

Leave the lands to the locals. The Federal government cannot manage all the lands of this nation.
The federal lands are owned by locals.

Broad involvement coordinated leadership and education

Kids are out future conservationist, and they are spending, less time outdoors and more time on
the couch. We need to find ways to re-connect children with the outdoors, whether on a large
scale (trails, national parks) or small scale (urban parks)

Rather than reducing school budgets for physical education (and art, music) our government
needs to ensure adequate funding or even increasing it. Public school curriculum should include
field trips to local parks for in depth exploration of the local landscapes, whether it is examining a
square of soil, the diversity of wetlands and kids get engaged in their environment on a small,
local scale they are more inclined to maintain an interest and get involved on a larger scale.

. estate tax relief for working farmers and ranchers . Continued livestock grazing on public lands.
Federal conservation programs that are incentive-based that reward people for doing the right
things. Use land and water conservation funds to fund projects of local working groups, not just
federal land acquisition. Include term easements as well as perpetual easements in federal
programs
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Include youth in more outdoors oriented activities that teach them about the connection that
exists between ecosystem health and human health. Michelle Obama works "Let's Move
Outside" is very important-- Try to integrate this with science education. Public health crises like
the obesity epidemic, asthma prevalence and even autoimmune dysfunction all have connections
with sedentary lifestyle. Academic performance is boosted by exercise. Integrate movement by
health and science subjects in k-12 education.

Change the subsidy system/ Introducing and ecologically understanding at the highest levels to
counterbalance the misguided intimate relations between government regulators and
administrators and technological/ corporate AG.

Education! At a very young age. Mandatory service projects in our public and private schools with
a conservation based program. Reduce the development and prioritize these defense funds for
conservation of open space for both our public and private lands. Utilize exactly organizations,
timber, conservation, recreation, bring them together and dialog as a group to work in concerted
effort for restoration and protection. Their are plenty of groups in existence with their own
expertise already established. The great outdoors initiative would best serve this country by
bringing these varies groups together.

Preservation of wildlands. Enforcement of existing laws, eliminate motor vehicles from 50% of
public lands

Health habitat education- how to be in wild lands. Access to public lands to much public lands is
locked up for example NLCS- upper Missouri River Breaks MN only 22% of the monuments is
open to the public without land owner permission.

Mandate the forest service to conduct winter travel planning

The best science possible, widely shared, collaboratively acted upon, communication to the
public- engagement. Large scale restoration and conservation of landscapes, ecosystems, key
resources- water, wildlife reg. communications. Leadership building engagement of people,
groups to address conservation- changes accruing on the landscape

Assisting non-profit and private organizations

Protect public lands with protective designations- National monuments, conservation allows on
Wilderness Area of Concern is the Pryor Mountains which needs of protective designation so
that the three land management (BLS, FS, Park Service) will have a common set of values for
managing the Pryors

Tax incentives for personal conservation- ex. Water educate for water conservation
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Local input and management. Making funds available to local organization so they can do their
important work

Provide greater financial incentives for private landowners to seek conservation easements or
dedicate their lands to the public. Promulgate the benefits to the nation when children can walk
and ride bicycles to school and around their neighborhoods. Incentivize the construction of
community trails that serve all ages and not just drivers sixteen years and older.

Repeal the no more wilderness settlement in Utah. Right now, millions of acres of wilderness
quality lands in Utah are hanging in limbo. Many of those acres hold vast archaeological and
cultural resources and would benefit from the additional protection that wilderness designation
would provide. Fund the BLM, to protect the cultural resources. Archeological sites in Utah are
being looted and destroyed at an alarming rate. Last year federal investment and subsequent
legal action against looters in Blanding is not a start. Just field officers in the Monticello BLM is
not enough to manage 1.8 million acres!!

The Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem should be a priority landscape for the administration in
developing and implementing strategies to reconnect people to nature. And conserve treasured
landscapes. With Yellowstone national park at it heart, protecting the GYE also means protecting,
restoring the wildlife migration corridors and watershed that surround the parl. The
administration should use all the tools available to further our nation's conservation legacy
including: working with local groups to designate new areas and expand existing protecting areas
(from wilderness degradation to new national monuments ect). Launching broad scale
restoration efforts to improve degraded fragmented fish and wildlife habitats

Prioritize GYE as a key area that connects the biodiversity of Yellowstone to wilderness areas in
ID, crown of the continent and rocky mountain front. Existing programs need to match needs and
conditions currently on the landscape- adjust these. Make cooperative agreements lasion and
plentiful so local NGO's can add capacity and technical expertise to state and federal government
programs. Promotes success stories- use media and social marketing promote multi-model
transportation to trail systems,

The top federal priorities that will benefit the outdoors in my opinion: Strong federal policy for
expansion and preservation of wilderness and other ecologically functioning areas. And
endangered species. Strong federal policy that causes extractive/ polluting activities to bear the
environmental cost of those activities. Strong promotion of development of carbon-neutral
energy. Full funding of land and water conservation act, ASAP.

Reconnecting children to the outdoors will only be accomplished by giving them repeated
exposure to outdoor recreation. This required mentorship type programs that insure kids got an
experience that is reinforced until child is both comfortable in the outdoors and capable of
recreating on their own. This requires robust funding for salaries to coordinate and conduct
mentorship programs.
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| appreciate "Washington" coming to Montana. | appreciate that the issue are complicated facing
the Administration regarding putting a value on nature. | am worried about what is happening in
the worlds oceans- over fishing, pollution. | thank the administration's for cancelling the Bush
administrations last second oil and gas lease sale and instituting needed reforms for onshore
drilling. End the BLM's "No New Wilderness" policy It's wrong to have surface and subsurface
rights separate surface owner should own subsurface. Ranchers should not bar canoes, boaters,
fishermen from access at bridges. RS2477 is being abused BLM and Forest service are asked to
protect and sell off for lease land- allowing land abuse is this the fax guarding the hen house? No
more natural world is being made, It's vital to our health- mentally, physically and spiritually.

Many good comments and feds need to listen to them

We have our agencies in place use them and stop appeals in could. Help us use or land practically
with out governing. Money which this our hands, If we could count our timber and open our mills
it would bring dollars back to our schools put our people back to work. We don't need more
govern closures on our lands, NO MORE WILDERNESS land of no use. If people want more trails
and parks raise money privately and use volunteers. My main concern is loosing my ranch three
government control by zoning and not allowing me to do raise on my land. | wont our water
rights lift in Montana not sold to out of state.

This is a great opportunity for you to hear local concerns. We appreciate it. Please don't try to
make a one-size-fits-all type of program at the Federal Level. Local communities must like with
energy decisions. Please let us implement you rprograms at our level.

Montana Black Management Program, which allows hunters to access private lands for a fee
needs expansion and more funding. Both recreationalist and hunters and landowners want this
but the program is limited by funding which only comes from out of state hunting fees. America
needs a mandatory service year followin high school to give urban and rural kids experience in
the outdoors that otherwise are unattainable.

Tree fight addresses many of the issues and challenges addressed today. We are a volunteer
force, pledged to prevent forest destruction through on-the-ground in-the-forest public
participation. I'd offer, families, schools and recreationalists the opportunity to hike into and do
the most famous forest in the world and help protect some of the most beautiful, ancient,
productive trees in the U.S from continued beetle predation, and also provide them a means to
share these experincies with the world. We would very mich appreciate the governments
support of this ground breaking programs.

Thanks for brinding such a diverse group together to talk about conservation and getting people
outdoors. This is a great start and | hope these conversations are heard. Some of the topics felt
were compelling: - working groups and non-porfits are the way to get things done. The
government should look more toward this model and use top-down managment. - move focus
on outdoor education/ stewardship in schools. -Eliminate estate tax to encourage farmers/
ranchers to stay on their land.



Discussion Question 3

Bozeman, MT (cont.)

The new century needs a new model for conservation. Large scale land acquisition and
designation of new monuments, parks, and wilderness is the old model. The future is public/
private partnerships driven by local working groups. Hundreds of local working groups are
working throughout the west. Funding needs to be available for these groups to accomplish on-
the-ground conservation. The future is incentive-based conservation that rewards people for
doing the right things and nurturing locally-led, voluntering efforts, verses the old model of top-
down regulations.

Please use the output of this process as a fundation for a more inclusive visioning process that
would become the conservation component of a national development plan. Do the same thing
(simulataneously with the same people) for an industrial development component. Development
and conservation are always antagnoists and people need a national process to sort these out in
their own heads.

Please issue a Secretarial Order to give specific directives to managers of the National Landscape
System. Specifically it should include clear support for the conservation mission of the System,
budget transparency line authority for the Director of the Conservation System, increased budget
for conservation measures and staffing with the system.

I'd like to see transitional research and programs that bridge biomedical NIH and form the basis
of CDC initiatives including K-12 health science education. For example, research by Dr. John
Ratey Spark (book) on the effect of exercise on brain function then boosting academic
performance. These could be integrated into subject areas (health, science, math) and also play a
role in how daily school schedules are structured. Universities and community-based

organization could be instrumented in helping implement these programs. Channel these to inner
city as well as underserved, rural areas. Provide support to school districts so that burden doesn't
fall solely on teachers' shoulders. Involve conservation corps and local health departments.

Keep logging in place, we need logging to continue on federal lands for jobs, fire prevention and
to leep trees healthy. By thinning out forest it will keep the beetle kill down and keep wild jues
from getting out of hand. We need to keep federal lands open for ranching. Ranchers need the
land for their cattle's. It would be detrimental to ranchers and loggers. We do not need to lose
more jobs. keep federal lands open to everyone.

Wild lands are important to Montanans for the services they provide, such as recreational
opportunities that fund our economy. I'd like the administration to use all tools at its disposal to
protect our public lands
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Generally, balance of natural and cultural resources is important. Regarding cultural and historic
landscapes. What works: SAT programs. Historic Preservation. The T.B. syoy Mansion. One of 3
full-block mansions in the state, builf in 1910: Future Threatended and a SAT grands (layest ever
awarded) limp-stated local preservation efforts-mactched by City of Bozeman, prompted the
founding of a non-profit to support city ownership. Without the SAT grands, i believe the
property would have been ruled to a private owner, sibdivided ad it's historic charcter lost, SAT
established a value to preservation Historic Preservation stimulate economy promotes histoic
education and tourism. Please fund and expand and continue Save America'sTreasure program.

Encourage the development of clocally driven, comprehensive water management plans at a
community / watershed scale. With the development of these plans (stakeholders that much be
involved include youth , local government, federal agencies, pirvate landowners ect.)
communities can recieve federal or state financial incentives to institute/ implement water
conservation, water quality restoration projects. Potential funding sources could include
recreational equipment/ extractive industry tax... similar to hunting logger fees.

Regarding bruceccsis in wildlife in the Greater Yellowstone Area: bruceccosis eradication is not a
reasonable goal. Reuse animal and plant health inspection service brucessousis regulations.
Clarify that bison are values native reublic trust wildlife just like eck and other wildlife. Promote
systems that manage livestoke reasonably and wildlife ecologically. Phase out USFWS
feedgrounds in Wyoming and promote habitat preservation work on better livestoke vaccines-
not wildlife

allowing recreation in our public lands is going to be a dying mission. The agendas of groups to
allow their type of recreation is going to limit all recreation from happening. Trail maintenance
and trail; building is going to be the future of forests. Do not allow public lands to become
wilderness areas. allow all to use out lands

Reauthorize secure rural schools, but tie the payments to the condition of the land. Tie the
payments to collaborative partnerships ripariam restoration, catrbon sequestation ect. Fpr
specifics, please contact me.

Wants to repeal Federal Lands Enhancement Act. Referred to Gulf oil spill. Felt corporations
have expanded there power too far and can influence environmental policy. Need clear
separation of business from political policy setting. Citizens should have that power.

Youth conservation corp. is working well. Needs more funding. Work with existing groups -
don't need new ones.

Protecting and connecting habitat is important including large wild landscapes. Challenges
bighorn sheep, bison, grizzly bears. Need to eliminate wasteful government intervention.
Example domestic sheep vs. bighorns in the Beaverhead/Deerlodge forest. Remove bison
capture facilities in YNP and on the forest. APHIS regulations are worse than the disease
(brucellosis) to livestock producers. Fully fund Land and Water Conservation fund.
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Water is important. Tool - some type of federal financial incentive for water planning at the local
level. Then provide dollars for implementing completed plans.

Indian trust lands have only received 25% of the conservation dollars that private lands have.
Need parity. Tribal irrigation projects haven't been funded for the past 20 years so they haven't
been done - yet EQIP requires that to be eligible land must have been irrigated for 2 of the last 5
years. Needs a policy change on irrigation history requirements for EQIP. Wants USDA and DOI
to work together as a package deal. Wants to get schools involved through outdoor classrooms
and community gardens. USDA/DOI should set up a committee to work together on natural
resources on tribal lands.

Concerned with wildlife corridors in the Madison Valley. Problem with animals crossing the
highways. A lot of commercial vehicles are using the roads. Have been working with the MT
DOT. Need to protect the wildlife corridor and educate children why it's important. Needs
federal support for their efforts and funding.

Kudos to the administration for reversing Bush era initiatives on oil and gas lease sales and BLM
for implementing Back Country Byway and initiating designated route systems for ORVs. Wants
to repeal the No More Wilderness settlement in Utah with BLM. Wants more wilderness and
BLM area of special interest. Such as in the Monticello BLM in Utah to protect cultural resource
sites. More rangers are needed.

Concerned that Forest Service Region 1 has a policy to treat recommended wilderness as de-
facto wilderness, eliminating mountain bikes. Suggest change in forest planning rule and provide
guidelines for how mountain bikes are treated and allow them unless there is a compelling
reason not to. Need options other than wilderness designation, such as national recreation
areas, conservation areas, etc.

Wants to see a public referendum before any lands are put into the "Treasured Lands" initiative

Has outdoor TV show about hunting/camping. Access to public lands is important. Fully fund
Land and Water Conservation Fund. Funding will always be an issue. Hunters and fisherman
already pay - now time for other user groups to pay. Private land incentives are important. Must
have local buy in. Political process may be unduly influencing federal agencies in carrying out
there public trust responsibilities. Feds need to be more adaptable. Gave example of inflexibility
of APHIS on brucellosis issue. Need more flexibility in management to get easement. Also need
flexibility in land exchanges to be able to deal with small local parcels.

Supports maintaining back country air strips. Blanket federal programs won't work - need local
control
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Is 74 years old. Has given up backpacking. Depends on ATVs, horses and snowmobiles.
Concerned about lack of opportunities. Wants accommodation for senior citizens who can no
longer hike or backpack. Local knowledge is important to help agencies identify best options.
Federal role is to back off and leave decision in hands of local people.

Motorized recreationist. Small farmer. Can't make a living on farm due to wolves, brucellosis,
dead timber. Too many lawsuits. Solution is to remove all pending lawsuits. Go with the local
agencies existing plans. Logging roads could be used for ATVs and snowmobiles etc. if managed
right.

Frustration over perceived federal incompetence led to place based legislation that controls
forest planning. Wants a congressional oversight group to review national forest administration
and priorities. Has plans for reorganizing the Forest Service in the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystems into a single forest or region. He has provided extensive written comments.

Great to see passion for this place. Most important thing is to protect what's left. Sees the area
through the eyes of her grandma. Administration should step up incentives to recycle, protect
land and water. Ag/wildlife conflicts tend to favor agricultural at the expense of wildlife.
Number one cause for concern is climate change.

Encourage, partnership state and local govt. with Feds. Fed $’s sustained state side funding
down. Written testimony, meager budgets, can meet 50 f\50 grant share, support full, Higher
level decisions hurt local communities & local demands are not being met- Communities are not
able to find 50% of funding Bring equity to the program so everyone can enjoy the benefits

Can do? Find a way to let land managers & foresters do their work on the ground Taxes? Not so
high have to sell & take land out production Grow trees on property instead of subdividing,
manage fed. Ground, challenges — FS — hands tied, litigation, safety — millions acres dead trees in
MT, rec. on ground, huge issue with hazard trees, need to address, FEDS — Find way to let land
managers do their work on the ground. Tax issue —to high forced to sell

Wildlife corridor & traffic, don’t mix, Feds restrict long haul trucks causing issues, identify and
sign wildlife crossings

Federal government has important role-Legislature- financial decisions not long-term-role
needed for long-term

Climate change- largest threat to environment, DOI needs directives for current and future
impacts, protect core areas buffer areas, limit all non-climate stressors, interagency
coordination, ecosystem wide climate mgmt programs
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Bozeman, MT (cont.)

Invasive species, affect ecology and economy of the US, hydro power invasive species, impact us
all not recognized as a #1 priority, clean angling program, inspect clean and dry gear when
done, private sector deliver this, Fed role is commitment to national invasive species council,
fully fund state aquatic nuisance program, encourage partnerships, simplify grant programs,
need social marketing tools to change behavior, youth education, successful programs are long
term, keep them outdoors on a frequent basis, Need S’s for teachers not products,

NPS return to old mission leave as is, bison of YNP, LWCF need full funding, access is needed;
revision of the 1872 mining law, degrading public lands, repeal now, balance public uses of air
water and land, uses have been skewed to private uses vs. public uses, need to find balance for
today’s conditions and populations

failing way behind on demand, not suitable for existing uses, propose initiative to get trail
construction project going to get folks to work like in the CCC days — Feds need to do. FSno $’s,
woefully lacking $

Cultural sites-all federal agencies lack-not protecting cultural sites Some sites carbon dated-1000
years old!! As a Crow Indian-can tell Crow story by looking at paintings-Pryor Mountains - Need
protection! Under 3 federal agencies, NPR, BLM, FS,-NONE WORK TOGETHER!! All agencies
should work as one unit-all federal agencies- Work against each other-programs do not work
together- Biggest complaint-FED AGENCIES DO NOT WORK TOGETHER!!

Won national wetlands award, wetland & riparian program working a partnership to protect
large landscapes, partnerships based upon trust are the best. Find common ground, hatam |
willing to compromise on? Diversification of assets, 10 bird species to over 100 species, key
players could go on, obstacles — trust, willingness to work with others, what’s in it for them,
cleaner air, water, biodiversity, common elements to all. Fed. Role -$, expensive work to do.
Need $’s LWCF, All part of the problem all need to be part of the solution, energy, water,
power, demand energy orgs help preserve what’s left. Feds — flexibility is needed to constrained
by regulations & manuals. Each situation is different, CREP — 400 acres enrolled in MT, 375 acres
on his property. Critical point, $S’s there but S’s are being sent back to Washington, Modify
programs to make it work.

Recreation, education, & Stewardship - Water is important, Feds — help strengthen clean water
act, reconsider private land ownership and split estate ownership for subsurface rights. Put
surface and subsurface rights back together

1. When roads used by the public are threatened for clusure that provide access to public land or
water, the federal or state agency with management responsibilities should claim a PERSCRIPTIVE
EASEMENT on those road in the name of the agency and the PUBLIC.

2. When access to public land is blocked by private landowners the agency with blocked land
should not permit any commercial outfitting on that land. In addition, existing permits should be
terminated. (The present permitting system rewards landowners for blocking access by issuing
permits so that they can profit from outfitting on the very public land they have blocked.)
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Bozeman, MT (cont.)

3. Make Pittman Robertson, LWCF or other funds available to allow agencies to construct short
segments of road on public land that would bypass private land presently blocking access to
important parcels of public land and water.

4. When acquiring access, add to the appraised value of the travel route, an additional monetary
factor that represent the value of the access the route will provide.

5. Fully fund the Land and Water Conservation Program and Direct Federal Land Management
Agencies to aggressively pursue better access to public land and water.

6. Continue to restrict Off Road Vehicles from traveling cross country. Make them stay on roads
and trails designated by the management agencies. Increased law enforcement.
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Charleston, SC

State Park Service — state and national parks; outdoor wildlive recreation areas that bring in kids
— introduce them to nature and history working together; through programs that fit the
curriculum.

loss of capacity in state government to take advantage of federal dollars — reduced state budgets.

Washington is getting in the way — can’t figure out what they’re going to do about taxes. It's got
to be multiple tools, tough we’re all working to address the same need. Land is cheaper now so
it’s the time to do acquisitions.

tax incentives for keeping your land like it is — not develop it — people who keep a farmhouse, or
other land as open space; developers get incentives all the time to keep building buildings . Can
we switch it? So we protect the outdoors instead of building more buildings. She’s referring to

property taxes. Property taxes are the reason the gullahgetchees end up losing their land.

a great idea would be a program for small landowners — 1 to 20 acres — especially if you’re trying
to maintain a rural community. A program specific to do that.

Remove cropping history requirement from CRP.

bring forestry industry to public’s attention — what it does not only for renewable wood products,
but for air and water, etc. Education is critical — maybe public service announcements to elevate
forestry to where it belongs.

Quality of life big part of conservation in communities. It would be helpful for gov’t agencies to
capture the things that are important to the people in the area. Land should have easy access for
use for nature trails, cross country track teams, etc. Give the people access to use the land. Get
the non-locals and bring them into conservation education via the recreational avenue. Introduce
them to the goals of FWL refuge.

growing loblolly, redhead woodpecker loves the long leaf pines. The matured long leaf pines in
the nesting ground for the redhead woodpecker. So when there is a presence of the
woodpecker, then regulations are in place that say a land owner can’t cut the trees because of
the endangered species presence. Coordination from the agencies to eliminate this regulation is
necessary to encourage the planting of long leaf pines.. This has the appearance of a being a
penalty for planting long leaf pines.

upgrade forest resources and recognize what the forestry provides. Education is critical, starting
with school age children.
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Charleston, SC (cont.)

Gov't role — If CRP is to plant long leaf pines then expand the program. Make the program
attractive to the landowner for selecting the long leaf pine instead of Loblolly. Enhance the
program to include incentives for thinning and burning properly. Ecosystems in SC need fire.
Habitats need fire to allow native ground cover and wildlife to come to the forest and keep
hardwoods under control. Help the landowner out on the extra seedling costs, site-prep costs
and help them to offset the income loss for selecting long leaf pines. Another incentive would be
to provide would be for harvesting pine straw.

CRP targets current farmland.

Tax incentives work. Federal government can restore tax incentive. CRP programs work. Need
to establish reenrollment for continuous CRP when CRP contracts expire to allow landowners to
sign up for new contracts which will require the landowner to thin, burn and plant native
grasses. Programs need to place a value on forestry land to mirror the row crop programs
without a limit on it.

remove cropping history from the CRP program.

DCis in the way — no one knows what the regulations are going to be. The landowner needs as
much time as possible to implement the regulations to protection as much as possible and to
carry the practice before the end of the year. Need to know law before the first of Dec. Itis
impossible to implement practices during the last 4 weeks of the year.

Major challenge — do not apply to landowner of 1 acre. These owners would not qualify. At
death, now 14 people own the property. Thinks you can’t have group of people apply for a
program like CRP. Challenge is financing. Tax credit would benefit when the timber was used for
building on land.

tax incentives to landowners to not sale and not build buildings. Property taxes incentives not to
sale.

Government needs. Good educational program. Need to pay instructors to educate the public.
Funds are needed to staff visitor centers at county/state/national parks by individuals who can
education the public. Must spend the $ to educate the public. Conflicts exist between county
and forest service. There is a clause that states the land must always be used a certain way. The
agency can’t get past the law to say the land has to be used the same forever. $ is being turned
away because of the future use clause — Charleston County Greenbelt has a program but lawyers
will not accept the language in the grant because of this ‘future use clause’. Take lesson as to
where things work and mirror this in the law

LWCR is one of the best tools, but need to stabilize the funding. Have the manpower but they
need funding for managing the land. Permanent funds are needed, not something that changes
each year.
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Charleston, SC (cont.)

incentive to the small land owner to cultural/historical communities.

prescribed Burning education for the public. Federal recognition that prescribed burning in
conjunction with forest management is needed to provide endangered species habitat,
propagate plant species native to the lands, prevent wildfires using burning, prevent non-native
species from encroaching, and improve sustainable wildlife habitat. Stop mandatory hoops to
jump through to receive federal funding. Forest management plans are worthless because
landowners do not understand the information. Keep programs simple. Add more funding for
long leaf reforestation after clear-cutting. Implement a mid rotation pine release program for
offsite hardwoods and non-native invasive species. Promote burning in all southern states
through cost share programs. Campaign nationally that prescribed fire is good. Federal agencies
are not utilizing prescribe burning practice because there is a liability issue.

Lack of communication from government agencies and there programs
Federal government has too much red tape to put practices on the ground
Payments from the federal government have to be financially advantageous to the landowner

working w/ military to establish buffers. Landowners waiting to see if federal incentives going to
come through. Backlog fundsinjeopardy. Get people outside. GET KIDS OUTSIDE. The
kids ARE THE FUTURE.

Army Ft. Bragg — partnerships. Military, too. Funding sources. REPI-funds. DOD — WHIP and
EQIP $SSS Partnerhships best way to get conservation work done. Focus funding where good
partnerships working

The extra level of protection. Military. Lands protected that link to other public lands

youth events. Depends on USFS, USFWS. Costs involved with events — grants such as more kids
in the woods. Keep competing for that grant $$S for MKIW.

Agencies that have contradicting policies — USFS was giving Awendaw permits for waterlines
which would lead to development on private lands. Strict zoning of private property is key.
Fend off development in sensitive environments.

Developing public lands — minerals, for example. Destroying/conquering environment is a
mentality that needs to be overcome through federal leadership.
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Charleston, SC (cont.)

Active management of public lands — threats of lawsuits, ecoterrorism are huge obstacle.
Manage public lands with a wildlife objective and a forest products objectives. That we are
importing timber from S. America and Russia is wrong when we have so much forest. Good
sensible management on public lands that promote wildlife objectives.

2008 Farm Bill — REPI can not match w/ FRPP. Statutory change “killed some deals” with the
military. USFS — Community Forest Initiative.

Centennial of NPS — 2016.

USDA National Ag Statistics Service include the delivered value of timber in its annual report
issued by state Dept of Ag. FIA —need to be able to quantify recreation values. Federal govt
should be able to provide this data. Affects rural development programs. Carbon connection.

USFS needs to reauthoriazing stewardship contracting.
need to build relationships in order to develop partnerships

needs increased consistency with how federal agencies deal with partnerships; policies don’t
change and partnerships affected as individuals change (as an example changing priorities
associated with change in National Forest Supervisor); inconsistencies between agencies
regarding federal funding/matching requirements

need for a good plan and set of goals; re-iterates continuity of effort, long term commitment, not
affected by personnel turnover; and federal government needs to solicit community input;
communications back and forth between federal agencies and local communities, stakeholders
and partners

hands on events initially get kids and others involved; but once exposed it is important that
follow up activities take place to retain interest; access to such opportunities may be lacking;
how are they going recreate, reconnect with nature and cultivate that interest if there is no place
locally available for them to do so; access, both public (Making Public Lands Public) and private
(Voluntary Public Access) initiatives need to be encouraged and expanded to enhance ongoing
outreach and incentives, especially to private landowners, to make more lands accessible; spoke
to each affiliation must first support the mission of their own organization, but that there are
many commonalities that we can all work together on, making reference to longleaf pine
restoration and the newly signed agreement between USDA, USDI, and DOD; expressed concern
over the continued loss of rural lands to development
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need to look at common areas of interest; set policy such as no net loss of wetlands; coordinate
across programs for conservation and infrastructure development; provide guidance; and make
available financial resources to leverage with non-federal funds and other considerations;
expressed local concerns about ability to partner with landowners with federal easements,
especially those based on dollars earned and cost share; if a piece of property has an NRCS
easement on it, the lawyer for the landowner will not recommend purchase

mutual interest among federal agencies has got to be there for partnerships to succeed; you
can’t start from scratch with an incentive, the interest must already be there, incentives just
make it easier to pursue the interest; federal and non-federal partners in the ACE Basin are all
“landowners”; and some landowners won’t deal with federal funds because they are too much of
a hassle

foster coordination and collaboration; serve as a catalyst; and support grassroots organizations
and local efforts

fully fund Land and Water Conservation Fund; need enhanced tax incentives for landowners who
hold land for conservation purposes and enhanced programs for private donation of land and
resources; mitigate conflicting government policies especially between natural resource
conservation and rural development; exercise due diligence help to eliminate conflicts over
different agencies policies and programs and what activities are being supported within the same
areas; difficulty for federal government to accept non-federal funds; local county has one-half
cent tax initiative that lead to $65 million to benefit land acquisition for the Francis Marion
National Forest; federal government needs to resolve this issue because of the great potential for
use of the funds raised

limited federal involvement but find the right people; get local and national political support;
retain flexibility and ability to move quickly on emerging opportunities; needs to figure out better
ways to incentivize conservation; facilitate leveraging of federal state and private sector funds;
programs and funds are tools to be used to accomplish greater good

Saltwater paddling program along the coastline — extending up the coast from Hatteras to
Virginia; need more funding and resources to maximize recreation uses — most programs about
staffing

% cent sales tax for green space
Driving power or jobs; economic incentives; cash flow needed to do good things

Federal gov’t "Blue Trails Initiative" -- connecting people to the water; need similar program for
connecting people to the land
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Pollution is a challenge; hard to encourage use when air and waters are polluted; aging sewer
systems, storm water runoff, sedimentation issues; mercury contamination of waterwasy. EPA
enforcement of 208 plans

Used to be that you got perpetual tax benefits for gift of 30 years conservation easement — but
no more. When the gov’t took that away, they deterred a lot of people.

Paperwork that accompanies some of the Fed. programs is a deterrent; landowners are basically
afraid of making errors for fear of what gov’t might do.

Money given to counties by the Fed. gov’t to help with infrastructure placement — no one living
there but have added infrastructure — now the development follows — not most efficient use of
funds. When you continue to give the money to the counties for i

Access to funding and technical assistance

Grants are needed that are easier to obtain, smaller, maybe 10-50,000 make reporting easier
Leveraging funds, preservation

Consistency agencies---no one half plus to restore other foster sprawl Clean Air Act EPA, missions
of different agencies might conflict

Provide transportation

Don’t need more programs, have them Provide incentives, Kids in the Woods—spend money on

what is needed Fund it all until you run out of money, ideas will come in from outside

Feds can’t solve all problems, leverage Private funds, incentive to spend them All need to help
solve

Economic incentives--needed Public policy—healthy markets Biomass feedstocks Renewable
portfolio standards—green power standards Carbon neutrality—define

Forest Inventory and Analysis plots, need new current information, to make good decisions
Research products ecology, holes in research

Next generation of tech experts, we need to recruit so that people can be trained Don’t cut this,
bring in interns Student Career Experience (SCEP) Program, etc. Corporate world does this better
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Flexibility in entry level positions needed, training not do same exact thing to actually get the job
(Needs a job)

PhD programs needed in Federal government, especially ecology

Inter, intra government communication, camping ok on some islands, high water line other no
camping, too may disparities in rules Decide on goals and be consistent

Not enough opportunities, “young person’s opinion”, dirt bike racing, sponsor teams
Rent materials equipment to do backbacking, etc. Also produce revenue,

Federal Funding and Incentives—Land and Water Conservation Fund, Historic Preservation
Funding Tools already there—fund them

National Forest System balance out managers that are having a forestry background----ecology
background needed Others say that need they will need more foresters

Feds need to be more like The Nature Conservancy—they understand capitalism

National Forests should participate in planning and zoning actions so that developers know what
the impacts are may be disincentive to develop

The challenge is consistency on part of gov’t/. They don’t have education to be able to develop a
vision. The elected gov’t officials want to be leaders, but they don’t develop a vision, b/c they
have particular expertise, and they drive that, and forget overall good for the community, and
that’s a problem. They have a vision, and they don’t prioritize, they don’t get funding

| don’t know what their role should be. WE need more S, but we have to recognize the fed. Gov’t
has their own financial issues. No more deep pockets. Is there someone they could play a role
through tax system, or facilitate more private partnership/more collaboration. | sense there are
lots of people in my perspetice, lots of people think parnteships works

Outdoor ed. In public schools. It dones’t exist now. Private schools has huge wonderful programs
and clasess, but not public schools. Fed gov’t could initiate an education piece into the classroom

Pass full funding for land water conservation fund. Great opp for feds to include a national water
trail initiave b/c the y are proven, cost effective, and get kids out on the river, and build support
for recreation and conser. b/c reivers are a publc resource.e Buldin in a national bluesways
through ago. Outdoor
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Pass conservation incentive act. Also experiential education..getting them outside, hands on. Not
necessarily kayaking, hiking, but just more hands on. It’s in public schoosl for the first time, but
they will hopefully have this in public schoosl .Souteast is a great climate for this, but | feel kids
are trapped in schools. Would like to have prmotiong of Greenbelts, and greenways/ corridors,
and have states incentivize them and get towns and commntiies to institute them. When they do
that, (1/2 cent sales tax) cities can learn from models like CHarelston

No more funding cuts. No more staff cuts. Don’t use national park cuts as a way to save money

Feds can’t run everything from top down. Give us here locally tools/fund incentives/all
conservation is local. You can’t do easements or protect acres from Washington, but they think
money has to be directerd, and programs/bills, you can’t do it in Washington. Funding. Local
communities have to protect their own land, but incentive programs from federal level, tax
programs are good, but the idea that all things come from Washington (alphabet soup) they
don’t understand complex programs and drive local people away. And we are here, these people
are our neighbors, we know how to talk to them. Grassroots

Feds get their act together. Get cooreinate.d IRS is picking on little things. But when you have
conservation targeted by IRS, they should be more coord.

Be consistent. Humans think they need to change things. We have some great programs. We
need to fund things we can. | am worried that we are so much in national debt and that money
pot needs to be used more eff

Strings attached to Washington things. It is hard to work with diff. incentive programs. FSA has
done a great job, NRCS great help locally, Forest service, but when it comes to applying for diff.
incentive monies, you look at the strings attached, and the grant app. It is complex. Easemetn
cannot allow forestry management, and some grants are just useless (KELP?). Folks aren’t going
to give up their foresty reaouse. Mange. Rights. It is a problem b/c what you are trying to do can’t
be accomplished. | heard at the podium today about agencies coming together to mesh visios
and goals and | Hope this carries down to programs/ priotieties and see how they fit togtether

| was taugt if you can’t afford it don’t’ buy it. The gov’t needs to focus money on proven projects
that work. See what works and focus on that. Some tax co. have their own people that do
notihng but try to stay up with tax laws. It’s amazing the complexities

People in fed. Agencies hold jobs to slow things down. The more | work with feds the more mind
boggling it is. | think it is going to change. THer is going to be some cleaning house. Appraisal
dept. makes you wonder if they even want the money to go on the ground. In some places there
are 3 people doing one person’s job
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Summary of Fed. Gov’t Roles: Simplify tax system; encourage collaboration; bring outdoor
education to the school systems; create National Blueways initiative; pass tax bill; feds must stop
funding things top-down—don’t forget the foot soldier; need tools to facilitate work and
initiatives from the ground up—on the local level; be consistent; fewer strings attached to
funding; agencies should match visions and goals; feds trying to buy too many things; families
want to carry on traditions, but tax system is getting too complex

Provide multiple opportunities and provide landowners with options. Create markets and retain
and grow industry. Open international markets and prevent loss.

Need to get more forests certified.

Need to fix certification

Need cost share to level the economic table for longleaf.

Forest industry land has turned over to REITs and TIMOs. We need to account for their role and

encourage longer ownership tenure and sustainability.

Promote the value of outdoor recreation. It has quality of life, economic, direct $ impact, and
indirect S impact to the community and the nation.

Closing Comments: Listening Session was valuable. It shouldn't be conservation vs. industry.
Great that all agencies are working together. We have the tools we must work cooperatively. Fix
capital gains tax.

Incentivize economically NIPL's and other private land owners to establish LL and other forests.

Encourage public policy that gives landowners incentives to grow LL - healthy markets, carbon
neutrality, biomass, bioenergy feedstocks, etc.
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Chicago, IL

Fully funding the administration and management of National Scenic and Historic Trails by the
National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, and US Forest Service,

Fully funding the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) at the authorized $900 million per
year to increase outdoor recreation orrportunities for all Americans, and consistently providing
money for National Scenic and Historic Trails and land acquisition, and

Fully funding the Historic Preservation Fund to improve national capacity to preserve the sites
and resources that culturally define the United States, including National Scenic and Historic
Trails.

President Johnson envisioned in 1968 that the National Trails System would crisscross the land,
north-to-south, east-to-west, connecting the entire nation. The 30 congressionally authorized
National Scenic and Historic Trails, if completed, would span more than 50,000 miles through 49
states.

Altogether, 9,700 miles of the National Scenic Trails are currently open for use. But their total
authorized length is 16,400 miles. That leaves some 6,500 miles of gaps in our National Scenic
Trails to be filled mostly on private land that will need to be purchased from willing sellers.

For 16 of the 19 National Historic Trails, about 1,000 key natural and cultural resource sites still
need to be preserved, according to the National Trails System FY09 Annual Report.

Without adequate agency operations, LWCF, and Historic Preservation funding, the necessary
efforts of Federal agency and non-profit partners to complete the Trails land acquisition, trail
construction, and trail interpretation will not be possible.

Full funding of the LWCF and Historic Preservation Funds will help National Historic Trail partners
protect critical cultural, historical, and natural resources along their Trails. Full funding of the
LWCF will enable National Scenic Trail partners to purchase land from willing sellers to close the
many gaps in these Trails and protect their ecosystems and scenic quality.

The Supreme Court of the United States in the landmark case of Tenessee Valley Authority v. Hill,
437 U.S. 153 (1978), relying on the legislative history, observed that the ESA as it was finally
passed, represented the most comprehensive legislation for the preservation of endangered
species ever enacted by any nation. The Court stated that one would be hard pressed to find a
statutory provision whose terms were any plainer.... Its very words affirmatively command all
federal agencies 'to insure that actions authorized, funded, or carried out by them do not
jeopardize the continued existence' of an endangered species or result in the destruction or
modification of habitat of such species.... Thus, the Court stated, examination of the language,
history, and structure of the [ESA] indicated beyond doubt that Congress intended endangered
species to be afforded the highest of priorities.
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Returning to your original question for this hearing - How can the federal government be a more
effective partner in helping to achieve conservation....? - the answer is that President Obama
must take charge of his environmental policy. He must make clear that the goal without
exception, consistent with his yes, we can campaign rhetoric, is to preserve and protect the
environment, including wildlife, public lands, water and air. He must ask any and all officials in
the Interior and Agriculture Departments and EPA who do not understand, or want to
implement, that mandate to depart immediately and replace them with more enlightened
officials.

Historic parks must be put under land trusts in order to insure protection against privatization
and building construction.

Create public anouncements to encourage urban dwellers to enjoy the great outdoors.

Develop an agriculture aducation career recruiting program with area universities for high school
students.

Urban residents need affordable access to quiet and healthy natural areas for passive recreation.
To do this, it is essential for all people to have better active transportation options —bike trails,
running paths, water trails, etc.”

The America's Great Outdoors Initiative should build on successful federal programs that and
integrate innovative local programs into a new, smarter conservation and recreation plan that
protects, connects and restores our land and waters, and the natural legacy we leave our children
and future generations.

Creation of a National Wildlife Refuge, Hackmatack, now under study by FWS, would establish
the first NWR in this urban metropolitan area. No NWR currently exists within 140 miles of the
Chicago Metro region. Establishment of the Mackmatack NWR would help fulfill the Fish and
Wildlife Service's directive to establish Urban Refuges near population centers, helping to
connect city and suburban residents with nature.

Provide full and dedicated funding for the Land an Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) at the
promised and appropriated level of $900 million a year. This fund paid for by revenues from
offshore oil drilling is used to protect parks, forests, oceans, refuges and local recreation areas.
But it has only been fully funded once since it was created 45 years ago.

Realizing the impacts of rapidly unmanaged growth, local residents in the Chicago metropolitan
region have passed $1.3 Billion in Open Space referenda sinze 1995. Fully funded LWCF would
provide an additional source for land preservation in urbanizaing areas of significant diodiversity.
In addition, Wisconsin and Indiana lack the statutory authority to conduct locally driven
referenda, and would benefit from this federal source.
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The Fishin' Buddies! Program serves the urban Chicago area connection children to the ourdoors
through fishing and conservation programs. Its mission is to instill an immutable concern for the
air, land and waters of our planet, and a desire to nurture the soul through communion with the
outdoors. Fishin' Buddies! Believes in the emotional and psychologcal restorative powers of the
outdoors and that it is important to expose this philosophy to children who's ideal of the Great
Outdoors as being grassless, glass strewn, debris filled, concrete and steel playgrounds of urban
America. Fishin' Buddies Youth Conservation Corps partners have included US Fish and Wildlife
Service, Chicago State University, The Field Museum, and the Chicago Park District, and the
Forest Preserve of Cook County. The Fishin' Buddies Youth Concervation Corps is funded bya
grant from the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation as part of the Chicago Wilderness
Leave No Child Left Inside.

Encourage the kinds of public/private partnerships that have proven to be so effective in the
Chicago Wilderness region, lllinois, and across the country. Communities are developing
homegrown, collaborative solutions to conservation challenges and the federal government
should support them.

-Beginning of comment cut off in PDF- ...Federal collaboration with CW, through the initiatives of
Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCC) and Strategic Habitat Conservation (SHC), will be
extremely important int he coming years.

Thanks for having this; suggestions include 1. Continue education and awareness at local level,
support not-for-profits and make funds available 2. Marketing this is what’s hot; use media and
promote being outdoors and holistic benefits; youth are addict

Make it easier to hire people in the federal government to get new people in the work force.
Have something to offer job skills and training what can we give you in return

Made a request within FNS to improve physical activities in adults; response was can extend
lunch break but cannot be paid for it start inside agencies to encourage people to go outdoors &
endorse it; allow people to go outside during day

Using tech to get people outdoors; mobile tech can be used outside; use incentives to encourage
kids to go outside; link amount of screen time to amount of outdoors time

Feds could make it easier to hire people. Very hard to hire kids into the federal government; so
easy in private sector. Need to do this to get new people into the work force.

When | think back to when | was a kid | would take off all day- now | need to know where my kids
are all day due to dangers. Kids are programmed to be handed off to a trusted person or stay
with a parent. More opportunities for parent/child activities a
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Recommendations to the President- Everything really starts at home and parents can help out by
saying "honey why are you sitting around playing the Wii or looking on facebook, you should be
outside." Also about safety and security because you have to be

1) Education: continue education and awareness at the local level. Funding is important and
make accessible to community groups. Allow community groups to access this money so they
can conduct education. 2) Marketing: In this country, we can market a

We have heard a lot about creative things that are being done in Chicago and IL and what they
talk about is the a result of the funding they have available. However, in many states the first
services to be cut are the parks and recreation programs. | wo

Replicate what they are doing at Eden’s place.

Would like to see: Drill team, dance competition, large screen video competition

More money for movies in the parks.

National program run by the youth in the neighborhood to take them out of the neighborhood to

areas where able to experience the outdoors and be safe. Funded by the government.

Get kids excited about the outdoors, opportunities close to home
Market scheme- can sell the outdoors (to youth)
Support organizations that run youth programs

| loved working in the woods this summer. Clubs that get parents and kids involved into the
outdoors and nature would be good. Basically getting the parents involved in getting the kids out
of the house to have fun and see how fun the forest preserve is

Obesity, kids eating lots of candy; if they knew more about getting out and getting healthy. IF
they knew about the forest preserves, they wouldn’t be getting unhealthy

Physical education both indoors and outdoors should be a requirement during the school day. If
the Federal Government is really serious to the notion that then they need to start in the schools
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Sierra club previously dictated how they should get kids outdoors, but then changed their tactics
so that they incubate ideas at a local level. This was more beneficial to both parties. He is curious
how federal government ideas will be rolled out? How wi

Encouraging citizen stewardship is very important. Their organization is working well within
national trail system.

Baby boomers have an opportunity — retirees have a lot of time and energy to devote to
outdoors projects.

Many of the high schools in Wisc

Need to bring additional federal agencies corporation for community services. It is not a priority
on paper to some agencies. We are trying to work with DOL, DOJ. DOl is working well.

Concerned that staff of those agencies are not interested in developi

Meet once a month, collaborate and brainstorm on ideas. Focus on helping land management
and volunteers form an easier relationship.

Could be better implemented if you had agencies around the country who can roll up their
sleeves.

Partnerships at local level with after school programs provide outdoor experience for many
people. Changing family structures with two working parents there is a need for trusted
caretakers (YMCA, after school)

Supports Moving Outdoors and Nature Act legi

The land in Chicago (77,000 vacant lots plus vacant industrial land) comes with baggage
(contamination). We need federal funds to clean up this problem, cuased by businesses,
carelessness, and it’s making people sick.

There is so much to be accomplished to protect our environment in so little time that everyone
needs to work together on it. | think that if we spread our knowledge and told people of the
problems, they will want to help too. In my mind, more kids should be targeted because they are
the ones growing up with these problems, and they are the ones best able to change the course
of the future. If they are targeted for environmental education, then their knowledge gets spread
throughout the family. Everyone wants to make a difference and if we all work together that
difference will happen.

| think we need to put more money into acquiring parks in urban areas where there are no parks
and increase access to nature in backyards in the form of gardens and native restoration by
offering education programs and incentives.

We need to provide more public transportation to natural areas and resources such as a map
with bus and train routes to natural areas and a list of activities.

We need more youth programs to get people outside and exposed to natral areas at a young age
and at a high frequency.
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We need help with authorizing local schools to program in and/or develop course guidelines to
allow students access to open spaces outdoors at least twice a week. To authorize hands-on
activities in elementary school settings via gardening, nature outings, trails and waterways

Finding funding for projects; Army Corps permitting takes too long
Funding -- not just monetary but un-used equipment, etc.

But the Forest Preserve District is also tasked with finding resources and creative ways to develop
new recreational and research facilities that can encourage residents of all ages to enjoy the
outdoors as they learn about wildlife, habitat restoration and the wise use of natural resources.
Of paramount importance is discovering ways to give young people formative educational
experiences that will foster the awareness and civic responsibility needed for them to develop
into well-rounded, healthy individuals who care about their own well-being and the protection of
the natural and cultural resources that make DuPage County a great place to raise a family, work
and play.

Local and regional alliances can serve as federal agencies' local implementers (regranting,
outreach, non-regulatory)

Federal agencies can fund urban outreach and engagement projects (e.g. camping, fishing, etc.)
Increased support for urban waterways as community and redevelopment tool
Continued and enhanced support for urban ecology research (e.g. LTER, ULTRA)

Explore options for excise tax on non-traditional sporting goods - i.e., tents, bicycles, other -
direct funds to urban populations.

Implementation of urban refuge policy that provides opportunities for people from urban
populations to experience, value and protect natural areas in their region for projects such as the
proposed Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge. Land protection efforts near urban areas are
significant opportunities for federal assistance.

The Urban Park and Recreation Recovery (UPARR)program should be revived. UPARR was
originally established in 1978 to provide matching grants and technical assistance to
economically distressed urban areas for rehabilitation of critically needed recreation facilities.
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Support (continue to support) local effort to establish an urban National Wildlife Refuge (the
proposed Hackmatack NWR), which would fulfill U.S. FWS directive to connect NWRs with urban
populations.

Continue EPA 319 funding--encourage/require watershed and green infrastructure planning
through these funds

Implement Green Reserve funding of state revolving loan and grant programs to support
implementation of innovative green infrastructure practices to protect water quality and quantity

Assure that states spend the federal funds dedicated for wildlife protection appropriately.
Provide oversight to prevent state legislators from using dedicated federal land protection and
wildlife conservation funds for other purposes.

Continue support for Great Lakes Restoration Initiative to provide for healthy ecosystems that
provide the full range of ecological services

Direct/supply granting funds to states and regions with comprehensive green infrastructure plans
Multi-use greenways should be a priority for federal funding--to connect resources and people--
both in urban and rural environments

Provide protection of wetlands along riparian corridors and support federal legislation to protect
isolated that alleviate flooding, clean and infiltrate storm water, and provide habitat for wildlife.

Create a federal standard for liability protection for landowners who open their land to the public
for recreation. This increases land for recreation without additional cost to the states of the
federal government.

Fully fund Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)

Federal LCC and SHC initiatives

Expand U.S. EPA green infrastructure work and integrate across all agencies

Continued support for Great Lakes Restoration Initiative to provide for healthy ecosystems that

provide the full range of ecological services

Direct federal resources to urban areas, particularly those areas which are resources rich
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Provide leadership in carbon sequestration; help facilitate development of capital-driven market.
Define the opportunities for carbon markets for natural areas, trees, native prairie plants

Federal agencies, through their local offices, can work with Chicago Wilderness to implement
ecosystem-based approaches to climate change.

National climate action plans should include ecosystem-based approaches.

Federal agencies and Congress can support natural areas that preserve our green in frastructure
at a large scale. Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie, located about an hour southwest of Chicago,
and the Calument Open Space Reserve, which spans the southeast side of the City of Chicago,

and the Calument Open Space Reserve, which spans the southeast side of the City of Chicago and
continues into northwestern Indiana, are examples of how large sites and networks of natural
areas can exist within an urbanized area. These is currently also a proposed refugem Hackmatack,
which would link existing protected natural areas to form a large preserve of natural lands in
Southeastern Wisconsin and Northeastern lllinois. This proposed refuge and other like it create a
resilient network of ecosystems that benefit people and nature, and help mitigate climate change.

Coordinate federal-level campaigns aimed at getting children and families outside (like the Forest
Service's "Discover the Forest") with local and regional campaigns.

Provide a leadership role model to other organizations that want to leverage the resources of an
alliance working toward the common goals of getting children outside and increasing the amount
of time they spend there.

Provide safe places for generations of Americans to explore and discover their outdoor heritage.

Support the critical roles of federal employees--such as environmental educators and social
scientists--in identifying and overcoming barriers to connecting families with the outdoors.

Direct federal resources toward collaborative programs that effectively reach new and diverse
audiences.

Re-establish the designation of Biosphere Reserve and allow application to urban conservation
reserves like Chicago Wilderness. The public doesn’t recognize the global significance of our
natural resources, and having an international designation would go a long way toward building a
culture of conservation and encourage people to get outside and enjoy their natural assets.

Federal mandates and legislation should include policies that mandate that green infrastructure
is contracted with demolition, deconstruction. Also brownfield and Superfund clean up projects.
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| would like to see Chicago region conservation advocates get involved in engaging the
participation of developers, architects, city planners, environmentalists, educators, and
physicians, institutions, organizations, and community members to have one voice in "open land
use" policy. Barriers to use vacant land for conservation programs and gardening is too often
due to local politics. Have you every tried to purchase a vacant lot in Chicago?

Trout Unlimited suggests additional funding for the NOAA CRP to expand its coverage of the
regions eligible and to increase the number of projects which remove culverts and small obsolete
dams and improve fish passage, in coastal areas around the nation.

Having still extant natural systems with which Americans may recreate and reconnect demands
that the administrators of agencies operating hydropower generation facilities require proper
mitigation, appropriate adaption to changed conditions and fully adequate stream flows for these
projects. Particularly because of the new realities of climate change, some better and more
comprehensive assessment is also required--which argues strongly for the need to implement
such programs as the SECURE Water Act. However, in other cases federal decision makers must
prioritize conservation and actually assure the open and unimpeded use of already adequate
scientific information to inform fish and other aquatic wildlife friendly flow decisions. Trout
Unlimited urges the President and the Congress to do just that, namely, in planning and in
operating federal water facilities, to ensure that flows are adequate to meet the needs of the
biota present.

Restore--restore aquatic habitats

For this Reason, Trout Unlimited and this Trout Unlimited Council urge the President, his
Administration and the Congress to support passage of the National Fish Habitat Conservation
Act, as well as to sustain the existing programs--prinicipally that of the United State Fish and
Wildlife Service--that support the landscape scale fish habitat restoration partnerships of the
National Fish Habitat Action Plan

The continued success of landscape scale fish habitat restoration in this country, as well as the
succes of conservation efforts on the nation's farmland as a whole, rests on the maintenance of
authorized levels of conservation program funding in the current Farm Bill, on attention to NRCS
staffing need, and on more significant conservation programs in future Farm Bills.

Trout Unlimited believes that a tightly focused "Good Samaritan" bill, on the order of Senate Bill
1777, the Good Samarian Cleanup of Abandoned Hardrock Mines Act of 2009, can successfully
crafted to avoid weakening current environmental protections and is long overdue. It, therefore,
encourages the Administration to provide support for Good Sam legislation, to enable additional
abandoned mine clean ups in the west and east.

Federal funding for urban parks through the Urban Parks and Recreation Recovery Program, the
Land and Water Conservation Program and the Liveable Communities Program.
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Federal "Get Active" campaign adopted by the U.S. Surgeon General's office similar to the "Stop
Smoking" campaign. This should be a national strategy to increase individual's participation in
exercise programs.

Federal guidelines and programs that reduce our sedentary lifestyle behaviors by eliminating the
barriers to physical activity.

Federal policy or guidelines with incentives that reward and support the use of local and state
agency land for parks and greenways and trails (via transfer, intergovernmental agreements,
permitting programs).

Environmental policies to incentivize urban municipalities to provide new neighborhood parks,
recreation facilities and walking and biking trails. Neighborhood parks and greenways also serve
to reduce our carbon footprint, clean the air and water and assist with climate change.

Additional incentives for federal programs directed toward the restoration and improvement of
Great lakes (Lake Michigan) coastal ecosystem to include public beaches and parks. Lakefront
parks and beaches not only provide open space for recreation but also have important
environmental benefits: erosion protection, contribution to clean air and water, creation of
habitat.

Development of new parks in the 55 of 77 community areas that do not meet a basic two-acre
park standard.

Renovation of 400 outdated children's playgrounds in Chicago.

Completion of the city's lakefront park system. Twenty-six miles of Chicago's 30-mile Lake
Michigan shoreline have been developed as public parks. Public parks on two miles on the city's
south side have not been completed. The completion of the Last Four Miles would provide a park
greenway system along Lake Michigan to connect with the suburbs to the north and to Calumet
area & Indiana to the south.

"Following the model of New York, San Francisco, Seattle, "green" unused Port District land for
recreation and conservation purposes. Specific projects should include: : 100 acres at Iroquois
Landing & shoreline of Lake Calumet

Development og the ERA Trail, a 2-mile abandoned rail line as a public park in the Englewood
community.

Development of the Bloomingdale Trail as a 2-mile public park in the Logan Square community.

Acquisition of 6,000 acres of forest preserves to achieve the statutory land limit.
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Funding for additional quality recreation staff for innovative recreation and fitness programs
primarily for Chicago's youth.

Make contact connections visible/linkable: one of oru frequent frustrations relates to finding
ways through bureaucracies to connect with the sections/personnel that are relevant to our
work.

Names of sections often mislead regarding functions, projects, and personnel who are often not
findable on organization web sites. We don’t have time to play “National Treasure” in making
connections, so connections do not get made.

Where multiple government agencies are involved, provide an umbrella site like CSI’'s Member
Organizations page that will make searching more convenient and efficient

Provide contact information that is useful e.g. staff members’ email addresses, phone numbers,
or some such direct link to the real people we need to connect with. 15-layer trees are not user-
friendly. Cryptic departmental designations are not helpful.

Make sure that the site and especially its contact information, is up to date. 5 year old data and
dead links are a major obstacle to making useful alliances.

Make certain that your agency works as it is supposed to work for the benefit of the public.
Recently when we attempted to find a way to connect lllinois veterans --especially victims of
Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome -- to environmental projects, a process that research has shown
to be productive for such cases -- we encountered an indifferent bureaucracy (1) in which it was
difficult to identify key decision makers in the responsible agency and (2) when we finally made
contact, led to the indifferent, essentially dead-end response "Contact your local veteran’s
organizations." Someone in the government should be minitoring such agencies to ensure that
ordinary mortals can gain the services that are promised. We hoped, of course, that that was not
how the agency was "supposed to work."

Abolish the requirement of prevailing wages. It is wasteful for local/county/state governments
that are strapped for cash to pay people in excess of $30.00/hour to spray herbicides on plants.

Keep programs funded, GLRI, ACOE, LAWCON, USEPA, USGS

Keep up the collaboration with federal agencies working with Chicago Wilderness. The Chicago
Metro office of the USFWS has been crucial to the success of Chicago Wilderness, other agencies
like USFS, USACOE, USGS, NRCS, USEPA, NPS all play a critical role in this region and provide
important hands on technical assistance

Help us document what and how we are doing. Ecological assessment and progress measures are
crucial to show our success.
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Keep these things going and bring more opportunities to the metropolitan areas where people
and biodiversity meet.

Consistency across states. Subsidize fees, maintenance and building of facilities. The state
should own more tort immunity prevents lawsuits.

If the federal government could explicitly and intentionally support the implementation of State
Wildlife Action Plans, both in direct investment and in partnerships. From the Landscape
Conservation Cooperatives to individual programs under the farm bill, to policy decisions made
by FEMA and the USACE, the federal government could be a strong partner to embark local and
state level conservation.

It would also be helpful for federal agencies to be thoughtful about non-funding ways to support
local and state conservation efforts by serving as a convener, lending staff expertise, mapping
and technical assistance, etc.

Build on existing initiatives like our Adopt-a-Beach program, which offer stewardship
opportunities tied to real work issues.

The federal government can help by supporting local wildlife restoration site and also by hiring
more park rangers and on staff specialists. The city can help by creating all new buildings out of
green material and supporting local farmers markets and green self-owned businesses.
Supporting green movements can help stimulate the economy, and hopefully improve it.

Provide funding to small citizen groups and provide grant-writing and management workshops so
they feel apt at grants management

Minimum cost grant workshops for members of the public--more smaller grant awards to fund
small community projects provided projects benefit the community.

Engaging K-12 education institutions to take advantage of outdoor in the field learning
experiences that promote science and outdoor careers. Environmental education in public
schools especially should be promoted.

Provide resources to create regional infrastructure mapping tools that highlights green
infrastructure, collects data on the issues, opportunities, etc. that these green infrastructure
units provide to the public and have that data accesible.

Full funding of the Land and Water Conservation Fund is critical to doing the land protection we
need for this region. Leveraged funds with federal support makes a huge difference.

More federal funding for green jobs both in the forest preserve restoration and true green
technologies like wind and solar to prevent the worst aspects of the climate crisis. If we don’t
move now and fast our natural areas will be degraded severely.
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Maintain support for and expand the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
Support programs and education that engage our youth and provide career paths

Export a success story--volunteer stewards and citizen scientists that have supported stewardship
in the CW region. These volunteers provide and donate their most valuable commodity--their
time. This is a success story that engages our citizens and should be exported as a model
throughout the nation.

To fund the development of new trails like New Era and Bloomington trails. The federal agencies
must fund its program to expand recreational sports and nature areas. Chicago communities are
discovering corridors where new waterways, trails, parks, and rail road sectors that deserve new
land uses. These corridors are scheduled to bring improved quality of life to a variety of income
communities. From the Cal-Sag Recreational zone along 127th to the new ERA trail along West
59th Street. Let’s get moving to expand parks and nature sites in urban zones while connecting
youth to conservation efforts.

Bring funding back to federal groups like USFWS and ACE and DNR and EPA. Re-hire passionate
environmental people. Have staff for enforcement of EPA laws like Section 404 of Clean Water
Act.

Most programs are successfully carried out because of champions at the grassroots level. As

pointed out, leveraging federal funding has allowed $13 million dollars to grow to
millions more and to accomplish preservation efforts at the level that most people care deeply
about. Matching federal funds with volunteers and local funding is good business and reinforces a
deep connection and commitment to these projects. Funding not just for large scale projects or
sexy sell projects but funding for neighborhood and community projects that engage residents tie
them closer to their communities and create a sense of place that carries on to the next
generation.

Federal grants directed to cities to support community food gardens would accomplish many of
the goals to get children and families outdoors and also promote good nutrition.

The federal government could be more effective as a partner by promoting federal leaders that
understand partnerships. Too many people are promoted because of 2 years in DC. For
example, the USFWS Chicago Field Office was started by a great leader, Ben Tuggle, followed by
John Rogner. Unfortunately, the FWS has decided to put someone in their vital position that
does not respect or appreciate what the FWS partnerships have achieved.

Historic parks must be put under land trusts in order to ensure protection against privatization
and building construction.
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Create public announcements to encourage urban dwellers to enjoy the great outdoors.

Develop an agriculture education career recruiting program with area universities for high school
students.

Provide job training in conservation for the unemployed and rehabilitated.

Urban residents need affordable access to quiet and healthy natural areas for passive recreation.
To do this, it is essential for all people to have better active transportation options--bik trails,
running paths, water trails, etc.

Land and Water Conservation state side grant funding; federal tax incentives such as
conservation easements; incentives for bicycle and pedestrian trails and walkable communities.

One of the most effective ways of connecting people to nature in our community is to provide
bicycle and walking trails. Trails always rise to the top in resident surveys as the most desired
recreation facilities. People are willing to get out o trails to reach a destination or to get exercise
and then they experience nature as a side benefit. They fall in love with the outdoors
accidentally! Trails are expensive to build, yet free to use. Federal government grants are an
excellent tool to support local partnerships in building trails.

Money yes -- but research, education, and technology that would celebrate sustainable open
space

Support the green field with a wide spectrum of educational and networking opportunities (to
inform/prepare people for green jobs)

Sponsor more programs like this to inspire specific projects and programs to connect people to
the outdoors

Federal laws for preservation of open space
Environmental program to plant and preserve plants and trees

Educational help from the federal government for continuing education for architects, engineers,
and othe professionals in green solutions for gardens, re-design of parks, improving air quality,
reducing waste, and healthier urban environments

The federal government could help the INDU National Lakeshore and us by helping fund efforts
to clean up and open water trails, fund public access sites and continue to collaborate with our
grassroots organization that has accomplished a great deal in a short time.
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Use their authorities to protect areas identified on the Illinois Nature Areas Inventory and state
endangered and threatened species

Better project wetlands--work to require the USACE to implement a protection consistent section
404 program across the country and work with Congress to restore protection to isolated
wetlands

Use existing programs (CRP, CREP, etc.) to help build sustainable natural areas. This may require
modifying these existing programs but does not require an entire new set of programs and
incentives

Identify incentives for private landowners to maintain high quality natural resources in situ. The
paradigm now in place is to provide an incentive to restore land to minimal standards after it has
been destroyed. Let incentives be pro-active--not reactive

Find ways to engage municipal and county governments in adopting plans and ordinances to
protect natural resources and encourage sustainable development. This will allow private lands
to be a part of the solutions

Continue the new direction by USEPA on green infrastructure and ensure that state EPAs adopt
and implement these programs

Restore federal funding for Chicago Wilderness and export this model to other regions. US Forest
Service funded Chicago Wilderness for many years.

Please help make the enhanced tax incentive for conservation easement donations permanent.
Help us get the word out about what we are doing locally and nationally.
Support financially and technical guidance

| would like to propose a project which addresses all of these challenges effectively promoting
strategies of collaboration and partnerships to connect people to the outdoors. Currently a
number of local citizens, regional conservation groups, government agencies, and state and local
governments along the lllinois and Wisconsin border are embracing the opportunity to create
landscape scale conservation through the creation of a National Wildlife Refuge, called
Hackmatack. As US Fish and Wildlife Service begins their study of the proposed area for a
possible designation, | would like to draw your attention to how the role of the federal
government and its support can make this project a reality.



Discussion Question 3

Chicago, IL (cont.)

First, the proposed Hackmatack refuge would fulfill the Fish and Wildlife Services directive to
promote urban refuges. The study area is within 70 miles of downtown Chicago. The refuge
would be easily accessible to the urban populations of Chicago, Milwaukee, Rockford and
Madison (over 12 million people) and allow residents to connect to the beautiful and rare
savanna and tall grass prairie landscapes of this glacially sculpted region and to experience
wildlife such as herons, egrets and sandhill cranes which are drawn to the area’s wetlands. The
refuge study area lies in the flyway of the migratory flock of the endangered Whooping crane.

By connecting conservation lands already protected by the McHenry County Conservation
District and the DNRs in both lllinois and Wisconsin, refuge lands would provide strategic
landscape linkages necessary to provide wildlife migration corridors. Recognizing the agricultural
heritage of the area, integrating federal programs and policies to protect agricultural land which
promote local food production and implement the Federal Farm and Ranchlands protection
program will be an asset to this proposal.

The Hackmatack refuge will provide educational experiences to children from underserved
populations from the urban core as well as Latino populations that represent 30 to 50% of the
school districts in Harvard and Woodstock. Unique collaborations with social service agencies,
recreation organizations and outdoor businesses are already in place to facilitate development of
curriculum, outdoor classroom resources and field trips.

Secondly, people connect with natural areas and open space through recreation. The refuge area
sits at a cross roads of an expansive trail network in both states. Recreation such as hunting and
fishing and wildlife viewing contributes billions of dollars in expenditures benefitting local
economies. Canoeing, kayaking, bicycling, horseback riding, snowmobiling, hiking and picnicking
all take place currently on protected land within the refuge study area. Raising the stature of the
area to national significance through a refuge designation will increase these recreation activities
benefiting the health and wellness of the participants.

Third, the potential refuge can be an economic driver to gateway communities. These
communities can create a new vision to grow that integrates natural resource protection and
treats it as an amenity. The refuge will help these communities to attract business and economic
development while maintaining their unique environment, heritage, culture and identity.

Overall the potential Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge is "the opportunity many of us have
been waiting for" to protect important biodiversity and habitat while providing a significant
protected landscape to truly address connecting people from urban, and suburban areas to
nature, within an hours drive.( Hopefully also eventually by train.) The federal government can
make a significant statement in support of health, education, habitat protection and helping
people value and understand the importance of nature by moving forward with a designation
and funding appropriation to establish the Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge.
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Engage in collaborative conservation action at scale: The federal government should fashion its
program to achieve more effective conservation of whole ecosystems and watersheds. Actions to
facilitate this goal include facilitating integrated planning among all levels of government and
private partners; focusing federal funding and programs on the protection of entire landscapes
and natural systems of national significance; providing modest amounts of funding to act as a
catalyst and designating targeted places for focusing federal investment. Protecting large
landscapes/systems have the best change for achieving resiliency in a climate change context
given their scale and connectivity for plants, fish, and wildlife (need to focus on functional
ecological systems).

Increase and targe federal funding: The most crucial and timely opportunity the federal
government has now to protect the great outdoors is to support full,dedicated funding for the
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) at $900 million a year. Funds for key federal
conservation programs, such as the LWCF and those in the Farm Bill, should be increased and
targeted for the purchase of conservation easements and for public acquisition of sites of high
biological value. This expansion of funding programs for public land acquisition and acquiring
conservation easements on private lands will help connect entire landscapes that are intermixed
with private and public lands. Now is the opportunity for Congress to restore its original promise
to fully fund LWCF at $900 million per year--through new legislation that makes it permanent,
dedicated funding. More tax incentives for conservation easements are also needed as well as
other tools that sustain private conservation land stewardship.

Increase flexibility of federal programs: Encourage and allow federal agencies to collaborate
across agency lines, connect and focus existing federal programs within project areas and make
the spending of those fund smore flexible to meet local needs. This includes giving the local
branches of federal agencies more ability to implement grants and programs, collaborate, in
ways that fit a particular place.

Recognize the critical role private landowners play in conservation: Private landowners provide
buffers and connect conservation areas within a landscape context and should be involved
thorughout planning and implementation of the federal conservation approach. Conservation
easements funding in target areas that is available to eligible non-governmental organizations
will incentivize conservation among ranching and agricultural constituencies.

Support existing homegrown conservation efforts that are poised for greater success with more
focused support by private and public partners. The landowners and agency partners are already
in place, providing additional funding will help these opportunities become larger, more
successful, and be reproduced in neighboring and other landscapes.

The USDA Forest Service needs more funding to implement Urban and Community Forestry
Programs to support job creation programs for urban forestry work. Healthy urban forests
provide valuable ecosystem benefits by combating urban heat islands, reducing erosion and
storm water runoff, and mitigating heating and cooling bills. Workers are needed o care for these
landscapes and control and eradicate the Asian Long Horn Beatle and Emerald Ash Borer,
nonnative insects that are devastating forests in cities throughout the Midwest.
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Funding should be increased for programs that train young people to build and enhance the
region's green infrastructure.

Federal support through partnerships with regional conservation alliances is incredibly effective
because the federal investment is leveraged by multiple organizations working at the local level

It is critical that the federal government continue to support large-scale land conservation,
especially in metropolitan areas where networks of natural areas are fragmented and natural
systems threatened

Continued support for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiatives to provide for healthy ecosystems
that provide the full range of ecological services

Support land protection through working directly with U.S. FWS, USDA Forest Service (Midewin),
National Park Service, that works in partnership with local and state land protection agencies and
non-profit organizations.

Different agencies at the federal and state levels need to align their goals, performance criteria,
funding, and where appropriate, streamline grant requirements to address protection of green
infrastructure

Advance LCC and SHC planning
Identify opportunities for large scaleland conservation (refuge opportunities) and regional
networks of green infrastructure.

Expand USEPA Gl work and integrate across all agencies

Engage Federal Transportation agency in alternative transportation options--hiking/biking/mass
transit, etc, to connect people to outdoors.

Expand federal programs to control invasive species.

Provide full funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) which supports corridors
for wildlife, climate change adaptation and species migration. Discontinue efforts to divert these
funds for other purposes.

Protect high value aquatic systems
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Since enactment in 1965, it has been fully funded only twice. Trout Unlimited and its Illinois
Council urge the Congress and the President to provide full and permanent funding for LWCF to
acquire special aquatic habitats in coming years.

Trout Unlimited believes that special, protective designation will be an essential component of
the conservation of high value aquatic systems in this century. Therefore, Trout Unlimited urges
Congress and the President to accelerate the pace of the use of this tool by capitalizing on all
occasions to designate those special places where communities, states, and stakeholders support
Wilderness designation.

Healing the scars of obsolete, water quality destructive roads and properly maintaining still useful
national forest infrastructure through such initiatives as the legacy Roads and Trails Remediation
Initiative is also critical.

Trout Unlimited urges ahd Administration and the Congress to maintain strong protection for
roadless areas and to continue to reduce the negative impacts of legacy roads in national forests

Reconnect -- reconnect headwaters to mainstem rivers to enhance landscape scale conservation

Trout Unlimited suggests that the budget of a conservation agenda worthy of the 21st century
must provide additional funding to the FWS to increase the number of projects which remove
culverts and small obsolete dams, and improve fish passage around the nation.

Federal land management agencies, notable the United State Forest Service and the United
States Bureau of Land Management, are the traditional stewards of American public land
holdings. Trout Unlimited urges that their capacity to perform their fundamental stewardship
roles not be slighted in the conservation agenda worthy of the 21st century and that it provide
additional funding for the Forest Service and BLM to accomplish necessary aquatic habitat
restoration projects.

Focus on restoration of the nation's major acquatic ecosystems through trageted federal
legislative initiatives has a value that is most evident in this region because of the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative. It permits focus of highly significant amount of federal dollars on the
backlog of long anguishing conservation problems degrading those systems. Trout Unlimited and
this Council of Trout Unlimited urge the sustained funding of existing Great Waters initiatives,
continued agency efforts to carefully prioritize and monitory spending on them and their
expansion to other of the nation's major aquatic systems.

Sustain -- improve citizen participation in outdoor recreation opportunities, and increase
educational efforts to connect youth with nature.
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Chicago, IL (cont.)

Access to outdoor recreational opportunity is, for many Americans, largely a function of access to
public lands. Just as it is a primary federal vehicle for protecting high value habitat, so, too is the
Land and Water Conservation Fund a primary federal vehicle for securing public ownership of
land for all levels of government. Trout Unlimited again urges support of full funding of the Land
and Water Conservation Fund to increase the amount and proximity to all US residents of
recreational access to America's Great Outdoors.

This Council, therefore, is especially eager to note the importance of the 2008 Farm Bill support
for voluntary, state-run programs that provide incentives to private landowners who allow public
hunting and fishing access on their land and to espouse Trout Unlimited's suggestion that
America's Great Outdoor Initiative prioritize funding for and support of such "Open Fields"
program in future Farm Bills to increase angler and hunter use of private lands.

Incentivizing federal natural resource agency employees to volunteer one day per year with some
non-government organization's youth education programs would significantly upgrade the
overall national effort of those groups. Well considered grant programs to enable non-
government organizations to put more conservationrealted teaching tools in classrooms would
certainly expand those organization's efforts. A well-publicized national clearing house
connecting 13-17 year olds to existing non-commercial conservation education opportunities
would help organizations with such opportunities reach a particularly difficult age group with
which to effectively communicate.

The federal government can be instrumental in helping the Forest Preserve District of DuPage
County advance these efforts by providing the leadership and support needed to orchestrate
additional waterway and greenway acquisitions and by establishing initiatives that teach the
public the value of nature and the outdoors and that create incentives for healthy lifestyles.

Use light pollution data in studies of nature and wildlife
Protect and preserve the right to starlight

Limit the use of lighting that contributes to light pollution
Protect the night sky over national parks

Increase public awareness of light pollution issues

Government and public-owned properties should not contribute to skyglow
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Every community should register Star Parks with the Global Star Park Network

Place-based education, or the use of local community and environment as the starting point for
teaching and learning give students opportunities to get engaged in problem solving in their own
backyards through both formal and non-formal education, fund trips (via schools) to natural
areas, integrate effective curricula and create meaningful experiences. Repeat it all again kids
need multiple opportunities to conduct stewardship in order to develop a sense of ownership for
a place.

| would like to challenge you to focus on a broader landscape level, and transition your efforts on
protecting ecosystems and the processes and functions that occur within them. This strategy will
help develop resiliency and make the places we care about better able to withstand climate
change and other pressures we place upon them.

Speaks out in favor of the DOI document on land management which suggests connecting the
ecosystem at a landscape system and protecting national forests and parks to maintain ecological
health and the health of Americans. No more wilderness policy-prevents further protection of
land as research spaces.

The same challenges exist in obesity today that existed years ago. More funding is needed to
establish collaborative, cost-effective, sustainable solutions to eliminate obesity. Stop making
people aware of obesity (because they already are) and focus on solutions. Use people who are
innovators, problem solvers, etc to solve the problem as opposed to organizations.

Supports no child left inside act — input environmental education in pre k-12 curriculum
Connect youth to nature — continue obama’s initiative

Educate the children on the benefits of outside resources to aid in their development.
Represents 70 million Americans.

Thank President, First Lady, and administration
Federal gov’t needs to play a role in local community — cant be in silos and need to work together

Utilize community service assignments & projects at parks/forests; Agencies need to find a way
to incorporate partnerships into Position Descriptions for all employees to foster volunteerism
and partnerships to accomplish goals of parks & forests

Encourage to come up with solutions to focus on relationship with Land Mgt agencies, meet
regularly. Suggest using retirees to adopt forest/campground, trail to care for, and then use
"older" generation volunteer to mentor a young person or kids group to care for resource.

Resources, many programs around the country are replicable and it boils down to resources.
Feds can provide resources. State, local and community programs and NGOs have good
programs, based on science and have the ability to be replicated.
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Their mission is to prevent lung disease and are very interested in air quality; wants federal
government to focus on creating strong air quality standards, based on real science, and federal
government is only way we can get these standards set. EPA n

Fed Government can be involved in taxes, and putting the money in the right place. Need to be
getting enough resources for schools to provide recess, and healthier food, instead of subsidizing
air pollution. Cap and dividend make a lot of sense, but are

I am Director of the Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway, Designated by the Federal
Highway Administration as one of seven in Illinois and one in a collection of 150 of America’s
Byways throughout the US. These treasured roadways, deserve...We tend to think of Byways as
the offspring of the 20th century conservation effort to manage and protect National Forests and
Grasslands, National Parks, National Wildlife Refuges, and BLM lands. Byways are the
“doorways” to experiences, connecting people...Byways remarkably combine recreation, tourism
and quality of life with an emphasis on experiencing each place for its unique intrinsic qualities.
While Byways work to attract and educate visitors, Byways also strive to reach those who live in
the region... We recommend: 1. A greater emphasis needs to be placed on experience than on
place. Outstanding outdoor experiences can be found anywhere if the intrinsic qualities,
including history and culture, are well-protected and these stories are well told. 2. Include
America’s Byways in the federal resource that connect Americans to the outdoorsy. These are
local grassroots public and non-profit organizations that rare deeply connected to the people,
local, state, and federal governmental agencies. 3. Place the emphasis on “America’s Great
outdoors” that not only include the treasured outdoor assets that are in federal and state
ownership but also those that are in the communities where American’s live and receive the
most frequent daily use. 4. Much of any outdoor experience is in the journey to and from the
destination. Involve the transportation, tourism and attractions sectors in the project.
Encourage the road less traveled and remember= the journey is part of the destination. 5. Please
keep us involved. Contact us at www. Nsbfoundation.com

Federal government could be more flexible with their funding pots. Reestablish the biosphere
reserve designation, which is an international designation. We have a globally rare biodiversity
juxtaposed to thousands of peole in this area but its not recognized because we are in an urban
area. Lets increase this profile.

Get the local schools to use our native ecosystems as part of their curriculum. Rather than kids
learning about the rain forest, learn about the local prairie which can be reflected back in the
classroom and then they go home and teach their families.

Unused blacktops could be converted into green spaces so that children can play things like
soccer. Educate children on safety and provide a safe corridor so that children can walk to a
green space.

Create a nationally recognized cross curriculum that emphasizes environment and the usual,
reading, writing, and math.
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National Park service could collaborate with the school system so that people in the parks give
presentations about national park service resources that are available.

When students are going to medical school, the curriculum should teach how can their patients
enjoy the outdoors to improve their health. If there were some standardization of this
information in medical school curriculum this would be very beneficial.

Fed money went to Cook County, but not yet distributed to the local groups. Make the county
accountable in how they use the money, make sure it gets to the community/ local groups.

Need full funding for urban park partnership. Support Nat’l wildlife refuge in HackMatack, will
increase open space, and provide wildlands close to large urban area.

Support Hackmatak. Support restoration activities, they can be a job creator. Involve the faith
community to be engaged in restoration.

Focus on quality of experience, build it well and they will come. Fully fund Land and Water
Conservation Fund, and enhanced tax incentives for land easements. The tax incentives were a
crucial factor for land owner participation in conservation easement

Need to help foster the interaction between land managers and the healthcare community. Need
an entry point to health community for the ecological community.

With obesity rising and disposable resources shrinking, is there any consideration of financial
incentives to improve health through promotion of active lifestyles? We have successfully
encouraged home ownership, retirement savings, and education via incentives.

The America’s Great Outdoors Campaign should include the following: Federal funding for urban
parks through the Urban Parks and Recreation Recovery Program, the Land and Water
Conservation Program and the Livable Communities Program.

Federal “Get Active” campaign adopted by the U.S. Surgeon General’s office similar to the “Stop
Smoking” campaign. This should be a national strategy to increase individual’s participation in
exercise programs.

Federal guidelines and programs that reduce our sedentary lifestyle behaviors by eliminating the
barriers to physical activity.

Federal policy or guidelines with incentives that reward and support the use of local and state
agency land for parks and greenways and trails (via transfer, intergovernmental agreements,
permitting programs).

Federal incentives for transfer of abandoned rail lines to municipalities for greenways.
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Environmental policies to incentivize urban municipalities to provide new neighborhood parks,
recreation facilities and walking and biking trails. Neighborhood parks and greenways also serve
to reduce our carbon footprint, clean the air and water and assist with climate change.

Additional incentives for federal programs directed toward the restoration and improvement of
Great Lakes (Lake Michigan) coastal ecosystem to include public beaches and parks. Lakefront
parks and beaches not only provide open space for recreation but also have important
environmental benefits: erosion protection, contribution to clean air and water, creation of
habitat.
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Concord, NH

Maple syrup producer. Local eating movement is growing, how about establishing a local
building movement. Establish a movement to buy local wood from local wood producers.

EPA requirements discourage biomass plants. (Air scrubbers) In the Southeast US, there is a
great supply of biomass material and great interest in developing biomass energy, but ever-

increasing EPA regulations dissuade biomass development. USDA can provide leadership in

sustainable forestry by working with EPA to have realistic regulations. Also, the USDA has to
send a message about its support for biomass as a sustainable resource!

Ad valorum property tax has been terrible discouraging for forest owners. The World Bank
conducted a study on the ad valorem tax and set up 12 (?) guidelines for an effective tax.
Vermont violates 6 or 7 of the 12 guidelines.

Regarding energy. NH has a good system of independent power producers. We are aware of the
inefficiencies of producing energy from wood chips. We are trying to encourage smaller scale
heat only systems. Obstacles are that there are not economic incentives for thermal projects as
there are for electrical projects.

NH has a native lumber law. Most local mills are not even aware of this law. Local sawmills may
not be aware that they can sell structural lumber directly to the retain market. BUT building
codes prevent the use of non-graded lumber. USDA can help by getting building codes to accept
non-graded lumber for structural purposes.

Wood product manufacturers will locate in communities that are economically viable.

Traditional financing for forestry and agriculture is not currenlty available. Wood product
manufacturing is an "orphan child" for economic development efforts. USDA needs to increase
emphasis on Forestry and Agriculture industries to help provide support (financing opportunities)
for these businesses to grow.

The market will provide incentives for efficiency. There is a threshold question. Is our country
really ready to embrace and support renewable energy. Congress and EPA are both calling into
question if we really want renewable energy. What Congress is NOT saying is as telling as what it
IS saying. USDA should state that WE WANT BIOMASS as part of our energy future.

USDA could take a strong leadership role in procurement regultions. If the federal government
states clearly that wood is a highly desireable building product, that message will resonate
throughout government and the private sector. If the government is promoting the use of
foreign wood products, that will also send a clear message and damage our domestic market.

LEED does not state a preference for wood over other building materials. LEED should identify
wood as an environmentally preferable building material. All studies shown that for a lifecycle,
wood is better than steel, concrete, etc. The other industries may not like this, but wood should
be supported as the preferred, sustainable material.
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We need to see leadership and partnership from USDA. Recently, Lincoln Pulp and Paper went
bankrupt. If the mill was left unheated over the winter, the equipment would be damaged and
the mill would be sold as scrap. The government heated the mill over the winter, found a buyer
for the mill, and it now employs 400 people and it operates at a profit. This is the type of support
and intervention we need.

Where is the organized support for the woods products industry? We need organized support
for wood products policy, economic development strategies, etc

Four states and political boundaries pose challenges for long term manangement of forests. Our
council has to sometimes make four separate applications for one project - one for each state.
USDA needs to standardize forms and regulations so that we can manage across boundaries.

Green Building. USDA needs to draw a hard line - BUY AMERICAN WOOD.

Market access and market develoment funding is essential. Can we sell wood at the highest
possible price

Recently received a USFS grant to build on our agriculture "buy local" program. MA is in constant
warfare between the wood products industry and the environmental movement. USDA needs to
show the environmental movement that cutting a tree is not on par with murdering someone.
USDA can help provide information and examples of good forest management.

With regard to policy - USDA needs to send a CLEAR SIGNAL about the importance of working
forests to the economic and environmental future of this country. This should include clear
policy direction. This will change management across the country. This clear message will be the
most important result of these listening sessions. Not all agencies are as far along on this topic as
the USDA. (EPA is an example of an agency who is NOT doing what it should be doing to promote
sound forest management.)

| am also afraid of federal involvement. | have used federal cost share programs and think | can
do a better job by doing the projects myself. Conservation Easements are not the answer.
Markets are important, but you must get the costs down. Between taxes, access costs,
inheritance taxes, etc, | have not made a profit on my forest lands. We need long term policies
that favor landowners.

USDA must advocate for forest landowners. USDA must stand up for landowners by providing
information and policy to EPA regarding the carbon benefits of biomass as energy. This reflects
what the Sec of Ag has released in his recent press release.

The USFS must change its climate change plan. Advocate for green building NOT advocate for
LEED certification. (LEED is a "brand" and the government shouldn't endorse a brand.) USDA
should advocate WOOD>
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Incentivize landowners by making permanent the repeal of the state lands sale tax. At least raise
the deductable or lower the tax percentage. USDA should encourage Congress.

USDA needs to regionalize programs and policies.

Average parcel size is getting smaller. Who owns these small parcels? New owners. What is the
message they receive about forest ownership? The County Forester is the most important
messanger to provide educational outreach to new land owners. Our service foresters and
cooperative extension foresters are critical for continued forest management on the parcels
owned by these new owners.

USDA must help citizens make a more clear connection between their lives and lifestyles and
forest management. The wood we use comes from trees that we cut!

Working on a commission formed by the New England governors to develop a resolution
(www.negc.org) regarding to managing forests across political boundaries. A listening session
like this in the state of MA would really assist MA in its conservation efforts.

Land conservation must also include the economic effects of management decisions. Keep farms
as farms. Keep forests as forests. Protect coastal areas. Connect people to the land.

We have worked with seven state foresters, managers of LWCF, and agricultural staff and have
designed finve national demonstration projects and on July 12, all five governors have endorsed
these projects. These projects recognize the relationship between the welfare of the
environment in small communities directly effects the welfare of the small communities that
depend on them.

Important: Parents taking kids to the White Mountains, enjoys taking his kids and wants them to
want to go back. Should be no barriers no barriers. AMC has huts so minimum of equipment is
needed. Federal program not necessary; anything that would facilitate opportunities for kids.

Board made up of fed, private, non-profit. Work with teachers to get kids outside and learning
about the outdoors. Lot of great pgms (Project Learning Tree). Teachers frustrated with No Child
Left Behind — teaching to the tests for fed requirements that don’t fit. Would love to see federal
mandates that cater to outdoor pursuits addressed.

Speaking for private landowners, I've heard overwhelming requests to raise money for education
(I support this). Another is to buy developments. Wouldn’t it be easier to educate landowners?
Tax reduction for allowing recreational use on private land is 20 percent (amounts to about $35 a
year). | can post my land, still get current use, and only have to forfeit $35. If | enhance rec
benefits, pay me for it. Shouldn’t be either or situation.
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Oldest interstate hiking trail in Northeast, older than AMC. The 21 mile trail crosses 34 privately
owned properties. Two problems with our northern trail terminus: land is designated forever
wild, so no cutting or improving trails. Also, MOU with USDA prohibits dogs on trail. A private

land owner whose property trail crosses trains dogs and was told that’s illegal. Another

regulation prohibits jogging. For many years a race on the trail has been allowed once per year.
But no parking available at northern terminus. Would like a half-acre for parking there. For first
time, a landowner refused to let trail cross property. Had to reroute. Later comment: A unique
program is Municipal Trails Act: we fund easement for existing trails and turn over to municipality.

We are model of grassroots conservation groups. Help six towns talk to each other on shared
issues like drinking water protection. Land trust with strong educational component. Ranch and
Farmland protection program, along with 600 donors that protect farmland south of the
Sandwich range. Hire grad student every summer doing research. Takes us months to get a
stipend for them. Need a federal program that would allow us to pay the stipend and ensure we
continue the program.

NH strength: collaborating well; only way to get things done. Challenge is what’s happening in
school system. Passage of No Child Left Inside act would greatly impact what states can do.
Supports teacher professional development, also connecting schools to outdoors and supportS
field trips. Funding must be appropriate, and more than $100K/state. We know the benefits of
getting kids outdoors — they do better on standardized tests, problem solving, become more
holistic citizens. I'm also watchful wildlife coordinator. In 2000 we had funding but those dollars
have dried up, and we need a dedicated fund. Look at extension of existing programs. People
need to thank their hunters and anglers because they are paying the bill. Later comment: Some
places should be left wild, with no human influence. Education is critical; holistic approach
needed.

Govt role should be providing consistent funding for various funds and grants. Also community
assistance facilitation. Private landowners under pressure to host trails. Govt should do more
than just hand out money.

NH’s inclusive nature makes it special, has promoted more harmonious relationships. Work with
private landowners to include motorized recreation, often maintaining roads at own expense in
exchange for access. Offer donations to landowners for privilege of using land. Often there are
restrictions such as prohibiting summer motorized use. Federal government can help by
extending RTP (Recreational Trails Program — dollars from gas tax). The greater the amount of
motorized trails, the more money received.
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In NH a number of state-specific programs to encourage recreation use on private lands. State
has hold-harmless law which encourages landowners because it reduces their liability. If you
receive payment, though, this doesn’t hold true. Another encouragement of public use of private
land is incentives from local property tax — more land, more money. Network of trail clubs (e.g.
snowmobile clubs), self policing, helps out. Maybe a model at national level. Challenges: simple
economics: if | can’t afford to own land, it becomes a liability. Government should support local
markets for lumber/timber over imported projects, should also support alternative energy
(windmills). Expenses: vandalism, management costs, taxes. Sunsetting of estate tax break will
hammer private landowners. Federal government should be an example in the management of
their own lands, showing public how active management works.

A unique thing we do is stretch federal and state dollars, as well as funding a lot of volunteer
programs (Fish & Game and others do this, too). Volunteer programs get the word out beyond
what we can do as staff members. Challenge is how do we fund them /support them (e.g.,
conservation ed, Urban Forestry). Federal funding should be made available for these efforts.

Diversity is the key -- diversity of forest product markets. The federal government’s role should
be to support lion’s share of activity, which is private markets. We can offer incentives to help
people, but underlying problem is stronger markets. What can USDA do? Agencies show by
leadership by using local products. Don’t discourage use of sustainable wood and paper products.
Promote rather than put disincentives in place.

Greatest NH success was establishment of the White Mountain National Forest a hundred yrs
ago. It brought more people outdoors than any other single thing. New England is unique and
WMNF unique, and forest need to be managed as a NE national forest, not a western forest.
Federal government needs to recognize this. Multiple use sets an example (I'm also a tree
farmer). Fed should continue and promote WMNF as multiple use, enhancing all aspects
including recreation and economic development.

Focus is changing from management to stewardship, resulting in less timber harvest. In northern
Maine, clearcuts are no longer allowed. Federal government should educate people in
importance of harvest, provide incentives to wood products industry (e.g., mills facing closing).
Message should be the importance of forest products to overall economy.

Need to build appreciation of nature and connect general public. Experience is exponential — will
last a lifetime. Federal government should offer events to encourage this, to promote
“ecotourism” and public awareness of pollution (such as Give a Hoot). The Ken Burns series on
national parks is a good example of education.

No Child Left Behind focused attention on testing, not experience nature/outdoors. Money is a
barrier to nature-based field trips. No Child Left Inside will go a long way to help. Target should
be on the family unit: they come back and bring friends. Forest Service could help with
conservation education funds. There is gap in awareness of connecting with nature and
understanding working forests. Can’t approach this piecemeal.
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ATC is a critical greenway connecting 8 states - much of it protected by private landowners and
farms. The Fed Gov and American people get the benefit, and making it possible for this thru
land conservation is critical... so these incentives and partnerships are key to the success of the
AT and other like-minded conservation and outdoor rec. programs. Public lands are critical as is
the public/private land interface (relationship)

The value of these lands, acquired through enormous energy and conservation effort, includes
taking on a huge effort dealing with government bureaucracy and incentive programs. The
government should rather allow for normal market fluxuations (supply and demand) and tax
conditions to provide for land conservation, rather than government intervention.

Towns in ME have fallen on hard times, and deforestation in all NE states has doubled - like a
second wave - in the recent decade. The need for conservation that can aggregate cons. Lands,
and we need a climate and carbon initiative where small landowners can take advantage of these
incentives (normally fir 1000 acre lots +) and 3rd. Private landowners and landowner outreach -
is not technically up to speed - a method that would connect these landowners is needed. and
finally - facilitating landowners as part of a solution to energy issues and policy.

The federal government can establish new programs or adapt existing programs to aid in the
development of wood product energy uses and market place incentives to provide for private
forest land management and the continuing development of these alternate energy sources and
uses. Wood energy programs need federal funding to develop.

Community Forests - play the same role of providing resources like non-industrial landowners
provide where stewardship is a large part of their goal but they do not have the same access to
Federal incentive programs. Doing good conservation - resulting in public good - would be more
likely if they could tap into some of this federal funding.

Fed Govt separate programs needs to work together to provide efficient successes at these goals.

Mud season is longer now and therefore the timber operating season is shorter. They have
helped operators convert from old-style harvesting equipment to balloon-tire equipment, which
can operate for a longer season and leave less residual stand damage to a forest. There should
be incentives for contractors to convert to this type of equipment, which also uses 50% less fuel
than old-style equipment.

Their area became an Americorps site for land conservation, protecting 24,000 acres. 7 regional
land trusts came together (240 towns) with 20 staff to do conservation and stewardship. There is
more of an economy of scale with a larger organization of partners. They want to incorporate
strategies in selecting projects to help mitigate/adapt to climate change, but are having difficulty
finding direction. There should be more connections between local/regional land trusts and the
feds, partnering at the federal level to implement policies. We should also be talking more to the
public about how what we do in our daily lives affects climate change.
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They partnered wtih Trout Unlimited for climate change and protection of a valued resource-the
eastern brook trout. TU figured out where conservation priority areas for the trout are-TPL
works to protect the lands and TU works to protect/restore the habitat. They involve other
organizations, too, all brought together by the desire to protect this species. Another idea--
protect carbon values and create economic incentives for private landowners. For example--the
Forest Carbon Incentives Act--Senators Shaheen (NH) and Snowe (ME)--this is an opportunity to
create these incentives.

Public utilities are encouraged to have a certain amount of their power generated sustainably--
using biomass, for example. A recent study (Manomet) says that biomass is not necessarily
sustainable unless there is cogeneration. The government should more carefully evaluate what is
"sustainable" when power companies are working toward these incentives/laws, because they
may not actually be sustainable. Power companies should not be allowed to do these things if
they aren't really sustainable. We don't want do dig ourselves into a bigger hole. People may be
trying to "do the right thing" but may not know what that actually is regarding sustainable energy
production. As a private citizen, she would like the federal government to step in wtih scientific
knowledge and provide guidance.

Studies in NH show that there are enough NH forests to sustain a certain number of biomass
plants, but there is not enough information available to know if this is actually the case.

Concern: we are having a difficult time sustaining our state parks. NH is the only state in the
country that doesn’t provide any general funds for state parks, which are at risk and have millions
of SS of infrastructure needs. These parks are a great education tool for climate chagne and
natural resources and they are at great risk. Is there a way in this initiative to help improving
state parks.

With climate change our ecosystems are under greater stress and it is important that
government and private folks look at protecting areas and creating corridors for habitat from ME
to northern NY. One way would be federal encouragement for towns to buy and maintain town
forest. If there were federal tax incentives for managed town forests or federal grants for key
corridor purchases, it might help offset the fact that towns will lose tax dollars if they have more
town lands.

Haven’t heard about what the monetary value of carbon is? We don’t know where to get
information on the value of carbon. This conversation should begin with discussion of the global
carbon market. This will affect the value of land in "current use" because if carbon has a
monetary value, the value of land will increase if you let trees grow. The government should do
something about this.
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Challenge 1: We need to better understand forest genetics in order to help forests transition in
light of climate change. What species should we be planting? We need help. How are we going
to help forests adapt? Challenge 2: Lots of landowners are driven by economics, therefore
economic incentives are necessary to keep these forests. Low-grade markets, including biomass,
will help and result in more carbon sequestration. The MA study about biomass does not say
that it is not sustainable if you look at it from a lifecycle analysis. Another important component
is green building—no better building material than wood from a green/carbon standpoint. How
can the feds encourage green building? Federal policy to say “American wood first” as opposed
to other building materials. More thought needs to go into the green building certification
process.

Concern that there is confusion with the American public about biomass energy and whether it
makes sense. There is a public education need. There is a way to do biomass responsibly and
well, the government should think strategically about how it is incentivized.

There is a fear factor when people talk about climate. We need to build trust and acknowledge
that a lack of trust will hold us back. Another challenge: resources. There was a grant program
created in 2008 Farm Bill, but haven’t been able to get money in it. Biomass: created program in
2008 to provide S$ for communities to buy biomass facilities, and heat schools, etc. Haven’t got
any $S$into program yet. Tools are there but not the resources/money.

Most American forests are owned privately. Families need healthy markets to keep healthy
forests. They need lots of tools in their toolkits—easements and markets for green building. FSC
is not the only certified sustainable market—American Tree Farm system as well, people should
not have to go out of state to buy FSC green-certified wood when ATF wood is available. Families
need incentive programs to protect their forests and store carbon. At the end of the day, healthy
markets equal healthy forests.

Parks are such a doorway for getting people to learn about the great outdoors, continuing
funding these programs is so important in showing the value of forests.

During White Mountain NF plan revision in 2004/5, he asked if anyone was considering the
effects of climate change on forest composition projections in 100 years? The answer was: well,
we don’t think that is important. He is happy that we are now recognizing that it is a problem
and thanks for thinking about it.

SPNHF believes that sustainable forestry is responsible forest management. A lot of good things
have been done in NH in the last 100 years. Our forests take up 50% of the man-made emissions
that we generate. You can have healthy forests, healthy economy, and have a net gain on the
carbon front. Wood is not a silver bullet, but it fills a role. It may not fill the same role in 100
years as it does today, but it plays a role. Government policies need to pay more attention to
what is the most efficient/appropriate use for wood, because there is evidence that what we’re
doing now is not the most efficient.
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FS shows real desire to put all the pieces of the puzzle together—"all lands" model is mission
critical for success, especially in New England. Updating to federal grant criteria is taking climate
change into account, including LWCF. Any program that isn’t already updating their program
should be doing so. Forest Legacy program, etc. If it still feels like there is a missing tool it would
be that we need forest and agriculture carbon incentives programs. This would maximize carbon
benefits on the landscape.

The federal government should not encourage wasteful practices such as using biomass
harvesting and then burning wood quickly in a wet condition. Burning (and transporting) wood
that has not dried is inefficient and wasteful. Focus should be on wood that is harvested close to
where it is burned, and is burned in a dry state.

Idea: There is a proposal in Congress to allow community municipal bonds for purchase of
forests. Sustainable forest management on these lands would pay teh debt and there would not
be a huge hit to the federal government because the purchase eventually pays for itself.

| would hope that the federal government would increase the diversity of our forests-working
and non-working and support multi-use. Give carbon incentives to help people do this. There
could be a huge diversity of uses with that land, which equates to huge habitat diversity--very
important in NH and the northeast. The effects of climate change will alter New England like
we’ve never seen. We want to be prepared for that change. A diversity of incentives for people
is a really important piece that covers a lot of different bases.

Urges simplification of application process for landowners (such as NRCS's Conservation
Stewardship Program) so more folks could participate. Their land trust is discouraged that they
cannot promote to the public these programs because they’re so cumbersome. We need more
tools that will work for the "average" landowner.

The government should identify more lands that are already a part of the northern corridor and
purchase these lands. Key linkages between core areas have already been identified—they
should help to get info out to landowners so they realize that their land may be in one of these
key areas and give them incentives to conserve. Need to keep corridors open to allow species to
move across habitats and not isolate them to an 'island' of habitat.

Feels that state and private forestry is an important role that the Forest Service has
filed—encourage this program. Within that program, Forest Stewardship Program helps
landowners understand their forest, develop objectives and sustainably manage it. Thisis an
appropriate role for the federal government and encourages continuation of that role.

Would like the federal government to play more role in sustaining small farms. 80% of farm
revenue goes into transportation—government should support small, local farms, CSA,
organic...these may be more productive than big monoculture farms. The more small scale, the
less we have to rely on big lands for production. More clusters of small farms can allow for more
larger areas of forested land. People can be reconnected to the outdoors by being involved in
small scale farming or by purchasing from local farmers.
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We are looking at the perfect storm—intergenerational transfer of private forest lands over the
next 10-15 years combined with the repeal of the estate tax—this is very serious for family forest
owners. Have to look at value of different forest properties—not a one size fits all solution.
Working forests have less of a tax burden. Also--the federal government should play a significant
role in helping get kids outside--federal resources for environmental education should not be an
afterthought, but a core part of the education curriculum.

In light of climate change and forest management, there should be a mechanism for the
recognition of microclimates-cold pockets, for example-favorable to native species. These
microclimates are important habitat for species migration and success and should be conserved.
This could be addressed in best management practices or in some other way to get the message
out to citizens and land managers.

We have small populations and low unemployment comparatively and so sometimes we don't
get as much in way of resources. Often the rural areas don't get what they need and that is really
important.

Youth Promise Act-being able to engage kids that are in the juvenile justice system in
environmental service projects. We are seeing juveniles charged for minor infractions. There are
issues with lack of parenting, etc. In many cases these kids are just bored. They have programs
called diversion, and are required to do community service. Perhaps build off the SCA programs
and develop some opportunities for these kids to spark their interest and engagement.

There is diversity of opinion; there are multiple ideas of the best use of a particular parcel of land.
Encourage the President and Fed. initiatives to include the word "sustainability." E.g., don't just
talk about growth and jobs for the sake of jobs; need to incorporate "sustainability."

Federal government and states need to agree to a broad principle to allow flexibility on the
details for programs.

Biggest fear is that we will get more programs on top of other programs that we don't have the
resources to fully implement. Emphasis on building on what is working and incorporate the new
ideas with what is already working.

To president: don't forget that you have reached out to the youth and need to get back to them.
Support volunteerism!

Need to make volunteering cool! Volunteers also do that because they are passionate about it.
They get paid by the change they make in the world.

Not just about being cool, but also about being practical. It is important to value AmeriCorps, SCA

and other programs. They get money for college for this program and that also makes it valuable
for them.
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Make the SCA and other programs more accessible and do even more recruiting across all
communities!

The Fed. Gov. needs to lead by example. E.g., Obama needs to go out and get dirty on a
environmental service project!

Not necessarily adding more, but giving a boost to what we already have.

In our society we live on instant gratification, so need to get across the idea that working forests
are for the future.

Thanks for this initial step; the dialog on America's Great Outdoors!

We have a financial system that is about to collapse and anything involving agriculture and the
environment should be long term if it is going to be sustainable. Would like to see strategic
banks, instead of NRCS being bureaucratically focused, would like to see the funds spent correctly
as a representation of trust. Strategic banks need to be built to fund those starting out.

These experiences and place-based education is critical, but is important to not have it be a single
time in their school career. It would be better for it to be integrated throughout the students
education. E.g., extend through the High School years (from Elementary up throughout H.S.).

It is important to take the kids out and do different conservation projects and that it doesn't stop
at the elementary level. One of the biggest things we can do is encourage propagating this type
of program and get the word out.

Environmental literacy is development and sequential. We often let the bottom numbers dictate
what is taught because the teachers may not have passion or education to teach science. "No
Child Left Behind" has been detrimental-it has squeezed out science and made it difficult to get
kids out for hands on experiences. How do we scale the Manchester SCA program out to other
school districts? That works when there is a really interested teacher or an administrator that
really understands the importance. We can do huge things to change the experience for kids.

There is a partnership in NH between the state, USFS (WMNF and S&PF), and others that
provides a teacher's institute focused on environmental education. They do intensive
professional development with teachers and follow-up over with additional workshops. The
Federal Government role is to pass the "no child left inside act." If we are serious about this, we
need to pony up the funds to support this.

We need resources and time in support of the environmental literacy plans (no child left inside
act). That effort also supports the US F&WS. That legislation has been taking a bit of a back seat;
she really supports making this a priority.
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Would like to increase the ability to work across the Fed. government. It is really hard to work
across agencies and if that could be streamlined it would be easier for programs like SCA and
others.

Idea of modeling in addition to mentoring. E.g.., tremendous example is Michelle Obama's Move
It initiative and organic garden. Those are key models that can go back and be replicated in our
communities. When kids have experiences with hunting, hiking, fishing, etc., they build strong
environmental ethics.

Challenge the Fed. Gov. could help address is access on a number of levels. For ex.., find places
that are interesting, engaging and alive that are close by.

Need to also provide access on a socio-economic level. Having parents that are available to take
kids outside is really difficult for some, e.g., single mother working and struggling to make ends
meet.

Public Land Service Core is in congress right now-he encourages increasing opportunities such as
SCA and others.

Idea of Conservation Leaders is important. For example, how could they take the Environmental
Teacher's Institute model they are using in NH to other places to help increase the collaboration.

Challenge: every region needs something different and there are different ideas that will work in
each place. The Federal role is to stay out of that to allow flexibility. Provide funding from
programs, but allow flexibility in the solution. If we can "infect" the youth and future leaders that
will make the difference. The Fed. gov. role is to understand the individuality and that it is by the
people and for the people and stand back so the good programs can succeed.

Idea for an insurance product on a nationwide gov. level that could be created to cover liability
for school env. education programs. To allow school programs to take the kids out into nature.
Liability is often the reason used for not being able to get kids outside. If the school system is
accepting fed. funding--would there be an opportunity to do this nationwide--and utilized
nationwide?

Long term leases on NF ski area need to be more restrictive - require recycling and more
sustainable practices

State agencies are respectful of tribe as a government — no federally recognized tribes. Some
agencies aren’t informed on role.

People care about the land - preservation not getting the press or being recognized

Farms, woodlots and scenic vistas important nationally. Preserving barns and other buildings,
unique vernacular architecture preserves the area culture.
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Preservation through reuse - sustainable programs to manage historic architecture, land and
vistas

Praise EPA work with schools — keeping schools in community centers. Green schools in Ireland
good example.

Help share programs and expertise - how to get the message out.

Support Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts programs with funding - it teaches children outdoor skills,
preparedness, raising vegetables.

Support Cooperative Extension - they provide instruction and out reach

Improve conditions of trails - more maintenance.WVAIA — volunteer hiking group, would like to
see Level | maintenance from SCA group. Hard for groups to keep up with the maintenance.

Bring back the CCC to rebuild infrastructure and employ people out of work

Support partnering with groups (Audubon, Squam Lakes), WMNF campground programs.

NH Coop Extension needs more funding and support. It is a much loved and respected in all
program areas. They have a great service delivery.

Bring back the CCc program to provide jobs.

Support and expand YCC program

Wilderness should be a "no-fly" zone for military aircraft

Does not support multi-use trails (Nordic skiing, mountain biking & hiking on same trail). It is bad
for the experience and a safety issue

Acid rain is a problem in our high county ponds. Need more resources for scientic data collection.

Unstated assumption is that everyone's outdoor experience happens in the day. Less than 10%
of Americans can see the sky. Parks etc have too much light. Supports a better night experience.
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We more support for multi-discipline programs and collaboration.

Federal Government role:

Invest in the successes of others and try not to duplicale efforts. Provide more federal
funds to successful programs. More Kids in the Woods - Add DOl and DOD to these
programs.

Federal Actions Needed:

these thoughts come to mind that might strengthen on-going activities
that are working across the urban/ rural/ wild-land continuum:
Reposition the Land and Water Conservation Fund to better address
local and state concerns: reduce competition. and improve
collaborotion among partners and the federal managing agencies. A
national recreational resource conservation strategic plan might also be
useful to public agencies. private businesses. communities and other
stakeholders.

Reframe the role and relevancy of State wide Comprehensive Planning.
as it needs to be more inclusive, inter-agency in nature, and expanded
to include local. state and federal agencies, communities. private sector
entities, and other stakeholders.

Work to make Stewardship authorities for the Forest Service and BLM
permanent. The authority to trade goods for services through
contracting and agreements has proven to be a successful tool in every
region. The ability of a Forest or District to use these tools has
resulted in getting more work done on the ground. putting local
contractors to work in areas they care about. and the agreement
authority allows groups and organizations to raise additional funding
to leverage against searce federal dollars.

Expand the delivery of NWTF programs that have demonstrated they
can have landscape impacts, get more people outdoors. particularly
kids and help local economics.

To be a better partner, the federal government needs to be more responsive. Forest

Service and Bureau of Land Management have been slow to react to stewardship
contracting authorities. Some of this is no doubt due to organizational culture and structure;
leadership perceptions; lack of initiative; fiscal constraints, limited funding and

inadequate knowledge of or availability of personnel.

Even with the slow response to embrace this new tool. there have been some notable
successes.
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Fort Pierre, SD

| was on the staff of the presidential commission 25 years ago, under Ronald Reagan's program
on Americans Outdoors. 25 years ago, Lawrence Rockwell created LWCF fund. | was editor of
the report, and the #1 recommendation from all the data input was for full dedication to fund 1
billion dollars per year; which is still in the same place. We need full funding. The #2
recommendation was on the comprehensive climate change and energy legislature. We still
address these issues today as a nation. Federal incentive funding for state and national plans to
connect families to nature was the 3rd recommendation. The #4 recommendation was on
regulation reform of the Corp of Engineers for river management, placing greater weight plans
for wildlife and natural system benefits.

I'm wondering if we can keep LWCF funds from being raided for whoever needs it, and if there's a
way for protected lands to stay protected forever?

There's a huge issue in some areas, over 50% of royalties have been used to fund other things.

LWCF should get full allocations. We need to make it clear that there is full support to fund 900
million. 1 am a strong advocate to make permanent appropriations to go into LWCF. There is a

good chance of fixing that.

The federal government can access and buy more land to accomplish goals. As a people affected
by recession, we can't manage what we've got. If the government can't manage what they have
why buy more? There are lots of things going on like the Mountain Pine Beetle, wild fires, etc..,
all those need to be taken care off. It will take money out of recreation and other areas that are
low in priority. The government needs to take care of what it's got before it expands. The
private sector is the most important sector. It should be upheld and supported by the
government and not stifled by it.

| too, share concern about additional acquisition of property. These local areas can't lose more
families, and when the fed government buys a ranch you lose the family and the livestock and
these small areas can't handle that. It appears as though in many federal management plans,
there is no management. This is a concern of mine that the management is not consistent. Right
now we're in build fuel and burn mod. The real concern and need is to manage the land we own
before acquire additional lands. Just because funding is there, does not mean there is reason to
add more.

One way the federal government can be effective is to make it simple. Both the field (staff) and
producers struggle with the paperwork and the bureaucracy. Simple is nice, simple is preferred.
There are a lot of struggles in all the agencies with cultural resources. There are crazy things to
accomplish; too much paperwork. The web is nice, but in agriculture, it is not a web based
community. Most farmers have no access to internet. The process is too complicated.
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Fort Pierre, SD (cont.)

From a non-profit point of view from the YMCA, the Y enjoys working with outdoor education,
but we don't have the resources to expose kids and families to what is out there. It's different
teaching them in a classroom and a city park. We need to take them out in nature. We took a
child who lived in the city to the badlands, and wow, what an impact on that child. Too many
times because of economics and legal/liability issues, nonprofits and schools can't do that. We
need to look down the road and start with kids and families, plant the seeds and expose kids to
what's out there. The education process is the step being left out. It has one of the biggest
impacts.

Offer stability — need increase funding, sod saver reinstated. So many of the programs that do
work need to be permanently funded.

No child left inside — taxing non consumptive users.

Historical grants, they work with tribal historical preservations funds. They need to fully fund
historical grants.

Equally share the land conservation fund. It can be used local, state and tribal.
Emraps program — can help do their job like Missouri river. Continued support.

Be aware of what it has going in here. Northern great plains — grassland areas. Historical
grazing. Put to large areas plants animals. Fed gov can do good just in getting all agencies
together to manage to protect this resource. Deal with tribal people — partnership. Pl owners,
grassland easements, prairie potholes — this leg is all critical and effects pr — mindful of that and
increase funding. Spending money sensibly.

Bring LWCF back to the original concept. Design to the health of the people. Back to the state
and local gov. Should be fully funded.

Reprioritize where the money is spent. Their tribe has a biological grants only acres with 2
biologists. Reinstate those funds and look back to our tribes — don’t have access like the states
have. They are limited (2 grants re-funded).

Land and Water Conservation Fund, SDGFP supports the funding that fund, when originally
started in the 60's, money was split 40/60. That ratio mandate was removed at some point.
Federal agencies now keep more of the share. Currently, 16% funding goes to the states and
84% to federal agencies. SD has great use of that money. Need to get that split to 50/50. Last
year had a request for $1.5 million from cities and counties and SD could only fund $300K. Need
more to be more equitable between the federal and state governments. All these federal
programs need a local match. If we want children in the outdoors, federal money is important to
accomplish these goals.
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Fort Pierre, SD (cont.)

State do not have control of how to spend the funding that comes from the federal government.
States don't have access to royalties from off shore drilling. Local control or a higher role, local
input of how funding is spent on local efforts. Locals know where the ducks are and going and
what habitats to protect. Locals know the issues of the land. Need to let local participants
determine how funding is spent. Local decision making process is important. Level of equity
between federal and local organizations needs to increase.

Federal funding is essential for Historical sites. Access to these historical sites are critical to
people (children) federal funding is critical. Try to purchase private land. Then state agencies will
be able to protect archeological sites.

Land water conservation fund, it has to be a partnership. 600,000+ dollars since project started
in the 1960's. Not enough funding because it sectioned so many ways. 16% is not enough
funding for sustaining this program. Local governments have directed staff to find matching
funds. Need to protect that funding. fear that funding is going to land acquisition. Tennis
facilities are wearing out. Swimming pools wearing out need maintenance. Schools and other
local partners put funding together to improve tennis facilities.

Federal trail program from transportation budget for off-road vehicles gets a percentage of the
fuel taxes. That funding is important as 40% goes to non-motorized and 40% to motorized trails,
while the other 20% to other activities. This funding source is critical to recreation. Itis a
matching fund grant program. Mitchell Lakes Trail in South Dakota is just one example. Local
communities match the funds. Lake Poinsett trail and Lake Oahe trail are more examples. These
trails get people outdoors. Its in the Transportation Bill, portion of that bill funds these local
trails. Trail projects are on both private and public lands.

Highway Transportation Bill - budget looks like it won't have funding for trails. That program is in
question right now. It has been in place for nearly 15 years. Now with so much infrastructure
that needs maintenance, there is considerable competition for that funding. But the funding
from this bill is essential for trails and connection to outdoors. Folks are willing to work together
for these trail projects. Need that funding in the transportation bills.
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Fort Pierre, SD (cont.)

As we move ahead on the 4 questions, is this the way we should be going? A lot of the assets
that we have on public lands (National Forests, National Grasslands, Wildlife Refuges, state parks)
are under used. | don't believe the goverment needs to spend more money on new projects or
land acquisition. There is currently a backlog of maintenance on federal lands now. Ross invites
young people to hunt. There is a problem now with people not getting out of the vehicles to hike
or hunt. The Issac Walton league is a successful group. 4-H is also successful. Local managers
and biologists from the National Forest Service has local programs that are good for the youth. |
strongly disagree that the AGO is needed. The EQIP program is tailored to the best use of the
land and livestock. The program ooks at soil and drainages and what is the most appropriate for
conservation. National Grasslands are mismanaged because of top down management from
Washington D.C. and other regional offices. There is a need to listen to the land and local
people. The land needs to be managed at the local level. The federal government needs to deal
with the property that they already own. Parents need to take responsibility to take kids outside
themselves. The AGO appears to be a top down organization. Maximize the federal and state
lands that we already have and maintain and enhance them.

We need to utilize what is already in the hands of the federal government. Federal government
agencies are not taking care of what they already have. Before expand or control more private
lands, we need to enhance the federal lands that already exist. What are the impacts to private
lands? We are expected to feed the world through agriculture. Agriculture can't pay the price of
conservation. We need to pull Nintendo game boys and Ipods from kids. Parents are willing to
spend dollars on technology. Parents need to change their attitude. If we went to 3 channels on
TV, more kids would go outside. We need to know that food produced and that is in grocery
stores are safe. For people that come from urban areas, the outdoors are a foreign place.
Outdoor information maybe overload because people are not accustomed to being outdoors.
However, South Dakota people already know the importance of outdoors. Conservation has to
come from the local level. Agriculture plays important role in conservation, but at the same time
agriculture needs to put food on the table.

Local should have more input on conservation. Don't need somebody from Washington D.C. to
tell us how to do conservation. Local control over programs. More weight should be given to
local conservation groups.

National Park Service is unique in that they have a division that comes out to communities. Need
to build partnerships and help start the process if they do not know how to get an easement on
private property. If other agencies also did the same then a lot more locals would find an avenue
to get involved.
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One of the things that are very frustrating is the whole NEPA process. It's very cumbersome, it
takes forever, and you don't see result s for years. You're not sure what you're going to get. We
need your vote to actually count, which the Forest Service is working on. The process needs to
be upgraded to keep public interest. We need to streamline the process to fit the faster moving
society. It's very frustrating for the lay person. Another issue is the struggle with the many
different land agency boundaries. When off-roading, you need to pass different land agency
boundaries. Do these agencies talk to each other? The meetings must be in secret, because |
don't know about any such meetings. | would like to see and know about the different agencies
talking to each other; need to at least witness what they are doing.

There are a couple of challenges to point out. There is a nature deficit disorder. The last report
stated that the average American child spends 7.45 minutes less than 1 hour outdoors, and less
than 5 minutes in a non-structured play environment. If kids are not outdoors where does our
conservation leadership come from? | live on the Missouri River. The way it is managed there is
no natural system to form. Regulation reform with the Corps is giving higher weight to wildlife.
I've worked in conservation for 40 years and believe there is a strong need to get a hold of
climate change, carbon emission caps, and we need funding to help address adaptability for
wildlife. Addressing climate change is the biggest environmental Issue that our generation faces
today.

Input the people from the local basis — been a disconnect there. There is only so much the
congress can do. Having these sessions on a regular bases would help and relate that the
congressional staff. Structure where there would be a possibility would be great. Real
opportunities.

Government! Big supporter of Gov’'t and needed in this country and have a great gov system.
Survey the people —to many rules and regs not enough talking between agencies, restrictions on
conservation. Need communication and need to say we the people — fairness into restrictions
and reasons why it is.

Schools, grade school — looks like prisons — fences (no nature there). Nice if the fed gov (multi
agency) get together with high school math/science create a nature environmental center. Staff
could be mentors to help get a science group going. Bringing science and math into school get
rid of concrete put ponds, grass, trees. If they are not on grass how can they relate to the
environment. If we don’t educate them about the outdoors - later they might not have any
concern in the future to fund the programs. Mentor programs in schools!!

How do we get a realistic result to the president?

Keep working landscapes intact for the next generation of land stewards- with biological, social
and economic indicators of success.
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Promote public and private partnerships through building trust and relationships between private
landowners and managers, public agencies, non-profit conservation groups, foundations,
corporations, policymakers, and academic institutions for the benefit of working landscapes
across the country.

Communicate, educate and share on-the-ground challenges and success experienced by private
landowners with congressional and agency decision-makers. As part of this strategy, advocate for
stronger, more accessible relationships with representatives in Washington, D.C.

Support voluntary, incentive-based programs that are flexible, predictable, emphasize the value
of people and partnership, and have measurable outcomes.

Transfer experiences, expertise and lessons learned about cooperative conservation and holistic
land management tools, funding, and technical resources.

Increase and leverage funding for efforts that promote cooperative conservation.

Support local, watershed and/or place-based conservation efforts by providing and umbrella
group to effect change at the regional and national conservation scale.

Promote the 80-20 rule for conservation: Work on the 80% held in common, instead of the 20%
that divides.

The easement program has seen great success because of the partnership between the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, non-profit conservation organizations like Ducks Unlimited, the South
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks and private landowners.

The primary role that the federal government can serve is to ensure continuation of the
commitment of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to administer the program and to provide
additional funding to meet the demand by landowners and conservationists to protect these
important areas for their many benefits.

The PPR project would be implemented over 10 years at a total estimated cost of $1.38 billion.
It's anticipated that various partners and existing sources of revenue will finance $427 million,
with the balance of $956 million coming from a "Treasured Landscape" initiative currently being
discussed by the Administration and several Federal Departments.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the primary federal wildlife landownership agency in the PPR
proposal area with the following ownership classifications and acreages: Waterfowl Production
Areas and National Wildlife Refuges: 608,000 acres Grassland easements 713,000 acres Wetland
easements 1,088,000 acres FHA easements / managed by the USFWS 11,414 acres
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The South Dakota Game Fish and Parks and North Dakota Game and Fish Department are the
primary state landownership agencies in the proposal area with the following fee title acres:
South Dakota Game Fish and Parks 81,873 acres North Dakota Game and Fish Department
156,833 acres

The following conservation organizations are also owners in fee title of the acres listed in the
proposed project area: Ducks Unlimited 19,300 acres National Audobon Society 2,250 acres
Nature Conservancy 17,000 acres

Over the course of ten years, it's anticipated that the following sources of funds could be used to
help accomplish project objectives: Migratory Bird Conservation Funds ("Duck Stamp") $160 M
North American Wetlands Conservation Act $95 M Ducks Unlimited, Inc. $50 M Other state,
NGO, and corporate partners $15 M USDA Wetlands Reserve Program ("WRP") $97 M USDA
Grasslands Reserve Program ("GRP") S10 M

During 2005-09, expenditures on grassland and wetland easements in the project areas were as
follows: Migratory Bird Conservation Funds ("Duck Stamp") $48.2 M North American Wetlands
Conservation Act $9.4 M Ducks Unlimited and other partners $11.3 M USDA Wetlands Reserve
Program ("WRP") $48.4 M USDA Grasslands Reserve Program ("GRP") $5.3 M Land and Water
COnservation Fund ("WWCF") $2.1 M

Easements are popular among many landowners, particularly ranchers. Currently, 805
landowners are on a waiting list to be considered for a grassland or wetland easement in the
Dakotas. This represents approximately 364,000 acres of habitat that could be secured in
perpetuity if funding was available. Since the inception of the easement program, landowners
have enrolled 1.8 million acres in the easement program. All easements are secured on a willing
seller basis and the land remains in agriculture productions with the basic provision that, under
Wetland Easement, they cannot drain, burn, level, or fill in wetlands that are designated within
the easement contract. Conservation also provisions apply to lands enrolled in Grassland
Easements which pays to keep land permanently in grass.

A 2006 survey conducted by the University of North Dakota found that 89.1% of North Dakota
residents thought that landowners should be able to choose whether or not they wish to sell or
donate perpetual easements. In that same survey, 75.7% of residents agreed or strongly agreed
with the statement "we have an obligation to preserve some natural areas for future generations
and perpetual easements are a good way to do that."
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In South Dakota, because of the current high water and sheet water flooding in the central and
northeastern counties, landowners have stepped up their interest in the Wetlands Reserve and
Grasslands Reserve Programs offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (Farm Bill) and have
continued to contact US Fish and Wildlife regarding the selling of USFWS Easements to protect
wetlands and Grasslands. In addition to the basic programs mentioned above to improve habitat,
both North Dakota and South Dakota Wildlife Agencies have hunting access "Walk-In" programs
in which the landowners can earn extra annual payments if his/her private land habitat qualifies
for the Walk-In program. These hunting access programs have proven to be very popular with
landowners and it adds directly to the economic benefits of having bird and big game
populations. Pheasant hunting provides an estimated $200 million per year to South Dakota's
income base.
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Godfrey, IL

Those who enjoy sport hunting and fishing know this first hand and have always been at the
forefront of conservation efforts in this country and thanks to their financial contributions and
strong advocacy efforts, we all have more places to visit and enjoy in America's great outdoors. In
addition, sport hunting and fishing generate billions of dollars of revenue across the nation and
support hundreds of thousands of jobs in related industries. State, federal and private
conservation organizations need to do all they can to promote and support hunting and fishing
and other outdoor recreation opportunities on lands that they control and manage.

Our work would have never been accomplished without the assitance of numerous state, federal
and private partners. Building upon the successful aspects of federal funding programs like the
North American Wetland Conservation Act (NAWCA), Partners for Wildlife (PFW), and the Land
and Water Conservation Fund and conservation programs of the Farm Bill like the Wetland
Reserve Program (WRP), Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Wildlife Habitat Incentive
Program (WHIP), and the Grassland Reserve Program (GRP), America's Great Outdoors Initiative
has the potential dramatically improve the protection, restoration and enhancement of our
nation's natural resources for future generations.

These federal programs provide the necessary government incentive to attract private
investment and participation that has been key in helping DU and others achieve significant
conservation objectives over the past several decades, but much more needs to be done and we
encourage this Administration and Congress to continue to support and fully fund these, and
other important federal initiatives.

North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA). This federal program administered by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provides competitive matching grants to federal, state and non-
profit conservation organizations for local wetland protection and restoration. DU and its
partners have utilized the NAWCA program to conserve thousands of acres of habitat in Illinois
and Missouri. Typically, non-federal sponsors provide up to S2 for every S1 they receive from
NAWCA for local habitat projects. Lands acquired with NAWCA funds are generally open to the
public for compatible recreational uses such as hunting, fishing and birdwatching. Federal
appropriations for NAWCA are critical to the success of this program. Funding should be
maintained or expanded in order to leverage federal funds to the greatest conservation good.

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). This federal program administered by the Farm Service
Agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture pays farmers to convert environmental sensitive
cropland to wildlife habitat and to maintain it as a privately owned conservation area for a period
of 10 to 15 years. Populations of grassland nesting birds, including ducks, bobwhite quail, and
native songbirds such as the dickcissel, have rebounded thanks to CRP. The program also
conserves soil and improves water quality by reducing nutrient run-off. Often, CRP lands are
open to sportsmen for hunting with permission from the landowner. CRP caps limit the amount
of lands that can be enrolled in this successful and popular program. Acreage levels should be
maintained, especially in geographic regions like the Prairie Pothole Region where CRP is
providing critical habitat for waterfowl and other wildlife.
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Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP). This program administered by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service under the U.S. Department of Agriculture is used to restore and protect
wetland habitat on private lands. Typically, this involves the acquisition if permanent
conservation easements by the federal government on lands that are voluntarily enrolled by
private property owners. Such lands are restored to wetlands or planted to trees at no cost to
the landowner. In addition to establishing vital habitat for wildlife, WRP lands provide
recreational opportunities for landowners and their guests. Authority and funding for WRP is due
to expire. This program should be re-authorized in the next Farm Bill with more opportunities to
target enrollment and to encourage conservation partnerships.

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). This federal program provides funding to federal
agencies like the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Forest Service to purchase new lands for
public stewardship and public access. State conservation organizations also can use LWCF to
supplement state funds available for land acquisition and recreational development. Increased
appropriations from LWCF are needed for federal agencies to acquire critical lands within existing
boundaries of national wildlife refuges and national forests along the Mississippi, Missouri, and
Illinois Rivers. To the extent practical, LWCF should provide incentives for states to increase their
investment in land acquisition as part of a comprehensive program to expand outdoor
recreational opportunities for their citizens.

Navigational and Environmental Sustainability Program (NESP). This progam administered by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is authorized to provide federal cost-share finding for navigation
and ecological restoration projects on the Upper Mississippi River, including the llliniois River.
Appropriations are needed to implement ecological restortation projects designed to enhance
habitat for fish and wildlife species along these important river corridors. Most lands subject to
NESP restoration are either owned by a public agency or are considered to be public waters open
to public access. Federal funding for NESP project should encourage partnerships with state
conservation organizations and with private organizations like DU.

Maintain existing natural habitats by avoiding and minimizing impacts associated with federal
projects or activities, and by removing federal incentives and subsidies for activities that work
counter to conservation or that encourage the conversion of natural habitats such as wetlands to
other land uses.

Improve targeting of federal resources by considering conservation priorities at various
geographical scales, by channeling investments into programs and projects that achieve the
greatest results, and by utilizing the best available science to make allocation decisions.

Encourage the intregration of federal programs and activities by having agencies work together
to address natural resource challenges and to establish networks of natural habitats capable of
sustaining fish and wildlife resources into perpetuity.

Promote partnerships with non-federal interests and particularly with non-profit organizations by
implementing policies that engage local partners in cost effective implementation of federal
programs to achieve targeted outcomes.
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Expand public participation in conservation and in outdoor activities by incresing opportunities
for volunteering, by improving marketing, education and outreach, and by making existing public
lands more accessible.

Re-introduce school age children to America's Great Outdoors by providing outdoor sites and
programs which allow them to experience nature, and ideally create lasting family bonds
centered upon those shared outdoor experiences.

Supporting MOU by and between NPS, USFWS and Mississippi River Trail, Inc. to connect Federal,
State, and local public lands, parks and refuges via the Mississippi River Trail System

River revitalization and restoration should be prioritized as well as the establishment of national
water trails (blue ways). They connect people to outdoors; they are cost effective because they
are already there.

Worried about a constituency being involved in the future. Need to motivate kids. Need
something “Cooler” than Ken Burns National parks documentary to get kids interested. Need
shows that are geared towards the youth and talk about fun activities like rafting. Need to
ensure that kids learn about the outdoors. Would like to see mandatory national service of some
kind for kids coming out of high school, other than the military.

80K site on the historic places register in lllinois. Fund the preservation fund. Historic
preservation is a form of sustainability. Historic preservation is sustainable by encouraging reuse
of buildings. It’s a different way to look at historic preservation.

The watershed covers 10% of IL and has multiple partner types. They are concerned about rapid
erosion runoff. Erodes banks and the sediment clogs rivers. WRDA 2007 and grants are being
used to help with this. We have language to study it, but it needs funding. 3 years have gone by
since authorization, but it still has received no funding. Kaskaskia can be a model for similar
rivers in the U.S. IDNR is willing to be a cost sharing partner.

Need better trails for kids to learn and love horses. Paving trails isn’t good for horses. National
Forests have horse amenities but there are no local areas for horses. Need to convince people
that horses are a lifestyle, part of economy. Greenways that are good for horses are good for
people too. Need local help.

150 million dollars invested in reconnecting people to rivers. 11,000 acres of open space in the
area and hundred miles of trails. Museums and visitor centers in bunches. Cahokia Mounds,
Mary Meacham Freedom Crossing, Habitat Restoration with AmeriCorps on North Riverfront.
These efforts are great for reconnecting people to rivers. We need sustained or increased
funding for these types of activities.
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What happens next for the children? Community colleges are important. 700K people
graduating in IL every year from community colleges. 1in 10 people have gone to a Community
College. Profound convening platforms, which is perfect for getting students into the outdoors.
Community College presidents are collaborating together. We need more collaboration
between federal agencies. We can talk to agencies separately, but it would be more beneficial to
talk to them together and look at the whole system. Community colleges can have an enormous
impact with federal collaboration.

Floodplain management. Terracing steps, walking paths, etc. have been built to work on
reconnecting people with the river. The path has been covered (flooded) 4 times this year alone.
We need bigger marketing efforts. Mississippi River is very important to us and we would like
everyone to know about all of the trails, community cleanups, and services that are available on
and around the river. USACE is helping the community greatly; please help USACE and other
agencies, to be able to work with us.

Citizens voted for a tax to create trails in the bi-state area. River Ring of 600 miles of trails is the
goal. We are trying to collaborate with different greenways, federal, state and local for the
education of parks and trails. Also to educate the youth in a more efficient and effective way, so
those individuals get engaged in the preservation and stay engaged. We need to look at how we
can do more education efforts, especially in economically depressed areas. Make these people
realize they are part of the system too.

grew up on the river. The river is cool. Very passionate about the river. Need to get people
connected. One take away should be that the region is at a tipping point. Typically we have
historically ignored the river. This has changed and we are really trying to move the opposite
direction. There are numerous great efforts that you need to be aware of. These things happen
because people get engaged. Help work with current landowners around the confluence from
development. Casinos and developments aren’t the only way to create jobs. Eco-tourism is an
option. When planning roads and other developments, keep in mind space for cyclists, horses,
people, etc.

Winfield to the Gulf of Mexico, 15K river miles canoed. Kids need physical interaction with the
river to learn about it. Surprised to see that the Secretary of Education isn’t more involved. Kids
need more than video games. Need federal recognition of the Mississippi River as a water trail.
It starts with stopping the building of casino in the only 11 non-navigable miles on the Mississippi
River. Need to get more people here. | clean the river with kids. These cleanups help kids to
learn how to change their everyday activities like recycling because they are aware of what
happens when you do.

Owns a family farm that has been around for 188 years. Farmers have done a tremendous job of
providing conservation measures. Still have a lot of problems private landowners can help with.
USDA programs can help do this. Work conserving private lands will never be done. Good
information can help. Need more staff, technical experts and incentive programs (keep them
funded and increase).
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Current River. Citizens were able to stop a dam on the Current River, NPS helped enormously.
Love/hate relationship with locals and NPS has always existed. Disagreements occur, but respect
still existed between the groups. Recent managers haven’t been as great as they were in the
past. Need help getting attention for Ozark River ways. We feel it is being neglected unlike in the
past. The park has fallen into disrepair. Turned into a party river instead of family vacation
destination.

80K acre national park. It has been managed under ad hoc policies for decades. These contradict
NPS policies. ATV vehicles cause damage to the land and a plethora of inappropriate park uses
that degrade its natural resources. Need strict adherence to NPS management policies.

We are lucky to live in such a resource rich area. It is a very unique place. We are working in
partnerships in this area. Gives a glimpse of the bigger picture of what could happen. Public land
up and down the river with private structures (cabins). USACE has been working on removing
many of these. Is there a timeline to finish this work?

Echo’s previous comments of the Ozark National Scenic River ways. Concerned citizens have
signed postcards to make the Ozarks more of a priority. Postcards were given Secretary of the
Interior after the Session

Losing IL River to sediment. Need appropriations from WRDA to fix this. Planning on how to fix
the problem is done. We just need funding to put it into action. This is the most important thing
for IL River

Want to safeguard communities from climate change. Need to protect large buffer areas like
Ozark National Scenic River ways. Want to increase the involvement of parents and kids thinking
it is cool to be outdoors. Need to make an emphasis on urban rivers because not everyone can
get to rural areas.

Over 1200 mayors have signed onto this program. It is an in depth assessment of carbon
footprint of a city. Alton and Edwardsville have signed this. Hope other area cities in the area
sign this. Promote this program.

Confluence area in Spanish Lake of the MS and Missouri rivers. Spanish Lake has the only Lewis
Clark site in St. Louis City/County. Columbia Bottoms is in the Spanish Lake area too. Took her 30
years to get to the confluence because it was a private hunting lodge. It is now in public
ownership. A casino is proposed for 500 ft south of Columbia Bottoms. Want the federal
government to take a hard look at the land from I-270 North to preserve this land

350k kids were out fishing this year. My front yard is the Ozark Scenic River ways. Our program
gets kids out cleaning, learning and loving the river. The kids feel there is no respect for the
park. Can USACE speed up the AKERS Ferry permit? Kids must get up earlier to get to school
because of the inoperable ferry. Vehicles are using the gravel bar to cross and it is ruining the
river. Need the gravel bar removed so that the ferry can operate.
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Filed petition to apply to Clean Water Act for all water bodies in the state. Federal government,
urban and rural non-source water pollution must be better addressed. Opposed to the casino
and we need help.

Make a note for all of the special areas and programs in the area. Take this to the next level.
Protect ecosystems. MRAPS study is going on. USDA Mississippi River Basin Initiative too.
Midwest Natural Resources group are looking for projects. General Walsh is promoting a 200
year vision. Gulf wetlands. All of these issues are connected and bring together many diverse
groups.

Need to actually monitor the river. Need better info and make it more accessible,
understandable. Farm subsidy programs are an issue. There is little about conservation
easements in the farm bill, which could filter nutrients and improve erosion. Clean Water Act
needs to be implemented throughout Missouri. Stop the Casinos. We need fewer levees too.

Want to get kids outdoors. Make sure we have another generation ready to be stewards and
ambassadors to the outdoors. Need upgraded version of things like Smokey the Bear and Ranger
Rick. We need more media attention. What happened to outreach the public like this?

We need full funding of land and water conservation fund. Need for state money from this fund.
85% is diverted to non- conservation uses. Half to federal and half to state agencies are needed.

Another focal point for our conservation efforts is the Ozark National Scenic Riverways,
Missouri's largest national park, which has come to be threatened by ever more aggressive
private development, illegal motorized/off road vehicle access, abuse of scenic easement land,
and a lack of enforcement by park management for laws that would have prevented the
degeneration of this important resource. More attention should be focused on making this park
and the area a park worthy of the National Park System. The Big Spring Area should be
designated as a wilderness area, as "wilderness is a resource that can shrink, but not grow" as
Aldo Leopold wrote.

Horse owners in lllinois represent a large segment of the economy, but unfortunately, not nearly
as vocal as some other groups. There is a significant need for additional equine access to federal
and state lands.

| would appreciate an opportunity to speak about the 375 acre casino complex being proposed
just 500' from the southern boundary of Columbia Bottom Conservation Area which is located at
the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers in Spanish Lake.

Many of us believe that this important area along these great rivers should be preserved in
perpetuity as a national park.
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| would like to speak at this session and provide testimony about the importance of the National
Park Service’s program for historic preservation and historic sites.

In lllinois, there is only one National Park, the Lincoln Home National Historic Site in Springfield.
The site speaks directly to the importance of historic places in the national collection of America’s
great outdoors and indoors.

The NPS has a special role in assuring that historic places are accounted for in the collection of
Americas "great places" through several key programs and policies. Foremost among these is the
Historic Preservation Fund, which established and sustains the State Historic Preservation Offices
(SHPO) across the country. This is a shared federal and state responsibility that stems from the
National Preservation Act of 1966. The NPS has been a leader in creating and supporting this
partnership. The continued funding and even the potential full authorized funding of the HPF
grant to SHPOs should be an NPS priority.

Interested in role of floodplains & levees in protecting environmentally-sensitive areas used for
recreation, farmland & parks, e.g. Howard Bend district in Maryland Heights. Also interested in
providing community access to MO River, wetlands and international flyways for bird migration.

Supporting Memorandum of Understanding by and between the National Park Service (2
regions), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (2 regions) and Mississippi River Trail, Inc. (10 states)
to connect federal, state, and local public lands, parks and refuges via the Mississippi River Trail
system.

The Ozark Regional Land Trust (ORLT) encourages the administration to support the work of land
trusts. There are several ways in which this can be done. First, federal tax policy can be used to
encourage landowners to conserve important farmland, forests, and wildlife habitats. ORLT
urges the renewal of the enhanced tax incentive for donated conservation easements as well as a
renewed estate tax exclusion for land subject to a conservation easement. These policies
represent a modest investment for the leveraged conservation gains that are obtained through
private landowner generosity. Second, ORLT encourages federal agencies to work with land
trusts to further their statutory mandates. For example, much can be done in a cooperative
fashion with private landowners to protect endangered species habitats by supporting
conservation easement projects. ORLT has a current project in Missouri that is acquiring
conservation easements on habitat essential for recovery of the federally threatened Ozark
cavefish. This also represents a modest investment with significant long term gains should it
continue to be supported. Federal land management agencies can also further their missions in
cooperation with land trusts by protecting critical buffers around wildlife refuges, Wilderness
areas, or national parks. ORLT thanks the administration for its commitment to conservation and
for your consideration of these comments. | look forward to attending the listening session.
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Golden, CO

Making outdoors part of the curriculum, instead of optional.
Awarness factor is a big start to bringing people together
Have schools to give more trips outdoors, and less involved with electronics.

Making more time for going to the parks as a family or just with friends. Maybe more groups
focused on outdoors.

Make Environmental Learning for Kids (ELK) a noational "figure". | never did anything outdoors,
and didn't really care bout all that before | joined the group. Gets kids to go out who never really
did before the group

Educate more on social networking. How it takes up most of out time. (Myspace, Facebook, etc.)
Educate kids to take time for other things other htan social networking. Talking face to face
rather than over the computer. The traditional way. You can play a

Take money from things we don't need and give and support the organizations that can help our
environment. Many times money is spent on things that are thrown away and end up in a wildlife
reserve. Help prevent pollution. Not so many crowded areas

Less crowded areas. Communicate the opportunities to the people so they know what is out
there.

Focus on local Communities. Educate and showing kids where their food comes from, and what is
outdoors that we don't always see. Transprtation. Go out where there is not a lot of peopl eto
really enjoy the outdoors.

Go out away from technology and see what else is out there. Improve maintenance in the
National Parks.

Work on transportation that does not pollute. Convince people that they shouldn’t use
lawsuits as an excuse to not get out and enjoy the outdoors.

Make lands more accessible to the public. Many are taught that government lands are
government lands and we can't do anything on them. Let people know what is out there that
they do have access to.

Colleges take their Masters programs out to see and view the lands. Make ethis a possibility for
smaller groups of kids as well.
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Transportation, Programs, Education, Funding.
We need to education people from a very young age.
More exposure programs and more programs.

educate people to conserve and protect what they have, staying on trails because off trail can
damage sensitive areas, more recycling

leave public lands public, BLM owns much land in CO for animal grazing, gas/oil projects, need to
leave some for public

more funding for current programs, funding for schools for more programs within the schools,
making people aware that outdoor programs exist

Start early with kids, must have a lot of opportunities, take care of smaller local city parks, not
always the large state parks

more community based organizations, helping more diverse groups, the census shows that the
population growth in diverse areas are growing and nothing has anything about diversity in their
programs

fund projects that have ended, no need for new programs fund programs that already exist, so
they can grow to other communities,

Find individuals who can make a difference, empower individuals to mentor, add
volunteering/mentoring to gov employees along with mandatory training such as paid days off

start young to develop appreciation early, there is an awareness issue, people don't know what's
out there, make programs accessible and post at schools, such as sign ups, like for sports, make
information easy to find, so not spending a whole lot of time

Give teachers more freedom with curriculum to allow for more field trips, recess, unstructured
play time, integrate outdoors activities in daily curriculum in schools

Buses are over committed, plus can't take school buses off city property need coach buses for
that, that costs money, more access to transportation

nature classrooms, field trips
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more commercials on television

convince kids that the outdoors is a lot of fun

Tell kids that being outdoors will change their lives

improve basketball, tennis, volleyball courts, keep clean and nets on, maintain local parks

make camping sound fun, word of mouth is important

Availability and access to knowledgable mentors who can get kids outside. Have people who are
willing to dedicate the time to share their knowledge with kids.

It can't be boring, it has to be new. The new approach should be kid-friendly and exciting. Fun.
Instead of creating more organizations, we should get more funding for existing organizations in
order to make them stronger.

Make it easier for younger generations to get federal jobs in order for them to make a difference.
Funding. Specifically social media that youth are engaged in. Use it to promote getting youth
outside.

Get more classes in science for kids, to learn about the outdoors. More after-school programs
Show kids how fun it is to be outside!

Educate kids and their families about fishing and camping, in order to show them how fun it is.

Create more opportunities for kids, advertised through facebook

Use twitter and facebook to educate kids about the outdoors
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If the President takes his kids outdoors, maybe it would influence the country to get outside.
If kids were able to get their friends involved, the perception would be that getting outdoors is
cool.

emphasize educating girls on outdoors because they will have the most impact on their
children/household as moms, have more influence than men

use educational system to coordinate/encourage outdoor exploration, bring educational groups

together by actually getting kids from schools to take advantage of the programs that are already
established

emphasize outdoor appreciation in schools/educational system
advertise outdoor activity more towards parents so parents will get their kids involved... teach
them why its important for their kids

affordable fees for national parks, ditto on educating women (women helped establish sand
dunes and other outdoor activities). Get more women active in government

parks need more options (ie hockey)

proximity of parks to vast majority of population

Recommendation: Utilize outdoor public transportation to get the word out
recommendation: Wyoming extreme

Recommendation: education and exposure, once you are out there you will have ownership in
the outdoors

Recommendation: exposure, get them excited they will want to go more.

Recommendation: national kid outdoor day, now just one day. Can expand with different
activities as a start. Change the peridime, shift perceptions about how accessible the outdoors
are
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Recommendation: more investment into the youth corps. Kids can work, get exposure and have
more to do.

Recommendation: government funding, need the money
Recommendation: preserve more parks, don't build over them.

Recommendation: start locally in the community first. Continue to actually use them, take care
of them and add new ones close to the user.

Recommendation: In the cities many of the parks are very polluted, we need to clean up the
outdoors before we encourage outdoor use. Do not want to expose our kids to toxins

Recommendation: increasing access in the local communities.

Recommendation: make the parks free to open access to the public. Maybe just one free day to
give more access.

Recommendation: Street fairs, events in the local area just get people outdoors

Recommendations: kids that are in the programs are 14-18 we need to start younger to build the
experience and comfort level. Example take them to the zoo. Limitations (rules) on programs is
inhibiting the access to the outdoors.

Recommendations: get the word out better on the local events. Having the information easily
accessible on what is available.

Recommendation: Utube, is there a website that is easy to access for local information. Utililize
the current media that kids are use to.

Recommendation: develop a website that kids can use to find out cool stuff.
Recommendation: currently there is a National web site to link to local area codes on outdoors
(planetexplorer.org) find a way to get the word out to face book or twitter.

Recommendation: use social networking to get the word out. MySpace, twitter, Utube,
etCuunnnn.
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Recommendation: Post environmental opportunities on your personal face book

Recommendation: How can federal government help. The federal government is always trying
to create new initiatives, instead the feds should be supporting what is already out there and
help getting the word out and use and support the current programs.

1. Recommedation: Use popular Media-getting the word out, advertise on local buses,
2. Recommendation: Keeping the outdoors clean

3. Recommendation: Support the existing organizations and providing more access.

4. Recommendation: Start people younger.

More urban parks and gardens. Boost Americore.

Community based outreach, planned "walk to river," "walk to garden" trips to connect people.

Transportation. "Build Your Own Bike Program" If people can see fruits of their labor, more apt to
act and help.

Channel funding to groups such as Americore, people want to serve but need an outlet to do so.
Starting children's interest at a young age in the environment. 1st impression is everything.

Public transportation to state parks and wilderness.

Give schools enviromental tasks to serve community, incorporate into curriculum. Not just

picking up trash, but something you could actually learn from.

Gov. Programs, working to gether on local and regional level. Mentorship programs,collaboration.
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Get families involved in outdoor activities.
Positive peer pressure to go outside and enjoy outdoors.

The Senator is very committed to environmental issues and does whatever he can to help out at
state and federal levels.

| never had way to get around until | found out a way to build my own bike. Biking is free, now |
can get around.

Obama can channel funding to organizations like Youth Corps, AmeriCorps Vista. Grow these
programs and spread them out into communities.

Connectivity. The federal government can think of how to get from the White House to
neighborhoods. There's a lot of emphasis on storm water, link to Green Infrastructure
Movement; need more neighborhood parks, gardens, places for people to get to.

Peer mentorship.

Get people involved (siblings, family, classmates). First impressions are a big thing, make sure
first trip is a fun time.

Transportation - encourage trains, buses, etc. to get up into mountains, hike into local towns,
etc. - people need to be able to get out where they want to go.

If people started using solar and other powered things, it would be easier to get around and
wouldn't use up earth's resources.

Obama: put environmental task force (monitored) into school so kids can go hiking, fishing, pick
up trash - make it part of the curriculum. Take kids on trips sometimes during school hours,
camping, hiking; inside that program, teach them about animals,

On a community level, reach out with trickle-up effect; all these great programs have their own
challenges, need to find ways to work together in local, regional levels and move up to federal;
mentorship idea is a way we can possibly break through 20th-ce

Get more families involved. People will go, feel comfortable, start telling other people about it,
get more involved; have a class just about what kids want to learn about; not just regular
courses, what about wildlife? How the environment works?

When just a couple of people encourage others to do outdoorsy stuff, people won't want do.
Need get more people, groups, involved to encourage others.
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Walk to stores, garden, river - need a more inclusive view of how we connect people so we can
walk, bike, get outside without it being such an effort or having to take a long trip. Make
communities more accessible to just get outside.

If people saw outcome of what they can do, they would be more likely to get out there (example:
for me, cleaning sand dunes was hard, but | didn’t know | would be able to see the sunset
afterward!

The problem with Fed grants, the process is too difficult for agencies/interested applicants that
don’t have the staff and resources devoted to applying for them. The forms are hard to fill out-
Feds should streamline that process; make it less of a pain. CO Open Space has a user-friendly
process.

1. Federal funds should be targeted and 2. Flexible and used across boundaries and agencies 3.
Full funding for LWCF. It’s not accessible to non-profits. There is fear of fed government by land
owners who would work with a land trust and third party easements.

Storm water management is important. Make sure that development in urban-metro areas is
accountable for the quality of our water. EPA needs to be a better a steward, with more power
and inspectors. They should work collaboratively with private sector and with developers to
stress their impact on water quality. Also, federal forest, fed lands, there is lack of funding. There
are plans-fund them. The plans were well thought out, implementation plans not being
implemented.

Focus on the Conservation Act. The fed role is research, more innovative research leading to
more scholarship for students who want to pursue careers in natural resources. Government can
stimulate interest by funding environmental science students. Larger environmental policing
force, recreation has degradation of parks, so there needs to be more agent personnel and strict
legislation that would force corporations in certain industries to make positive environmental
regulations.

Feds have opportunity for landscape conservation and partnerships; we need a White House
coordinator to provide top-down direction toward conservation, in the form of executive order,
firm direction, in light of global warming.

Federal government is capable and would do the public information campaign. Need it to be
saturated, to talk about the health benefits of outdoor recreation that benefits every group in the
room, not playing favorites-it makes everyone healthier, smarter, better-looking... Gov could do
the campaign.

One thing the federal government can do is put a hold on anything different to our wilderness
areas to keep wild in our wilderness. We need to think about what we are doing now so we don't
ruin the areas for future use. There are great wilderness areas that are threatened.

Government needs to be courageous in the establishment of national monuments. This program
needs to be strengthened and mainted as a national program that is in the executive branch and
not in the states.
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Federal government needs to do something to help its agencies talk/communicate better. Right
now we reinvent the wheel too much. We need to have more of the same programs throughout
each agency rather than individual initiatives special to one or maybe two agencies.

The NPS, USFS, and BLM have been loosing representation on the ground (e.g. Law Enforcement
and Interpretation). We need to reprioritize budgets to get more money and folks at the field
level so we can better work with our public.

We need to have an effective delivery system to our youth where they are educated. Thus not
after or outside of school programs, but in school programs is critical. This is where the rubber
really meets the road. We have skipped a generation in terms of outdoor education. However,
teaching the teachers is a key piece to this (above statement) and something the federal
government should be more involved with.

1. Expand tax benefits for selling developmental rights 2. Expand ease of acquiring easements
1. Estate taxes--keep reasonable

1. More interaction between public and the feds 2. Schedule meetings when public can attend
1. Research--field research 2. Federal influence on integration of experiental learning

1. No Child Left Indoors Act

1. Decisions should be transparent 2. Governement should do for people what they cannot do for
themselves

Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts have a strong service and leave no trace ethic. Exposure as children is
important. These organizations get challenged by bureaucracy. Schools used to sponsor these
groups. The Federal government should support these organizations.

Invasive species, bark beetle epidemic in Colorado. Dead forests aren’t places where people
want to recreate. Federal government can help with this.

Outreach through nature centers has really decreased. Used to be State Parks, National Parks,
etc. would visit schools. This increases interest in participation. State and Federal programs
could help with this.

Douglas County also has a nature based education school. Federal government could encourage
this model. Communicate these successes. Develop common messages.



Discussion Question 3
Golden, CO (cont.)

Federal government to standardize data and research, tracking results. SCORPs are good.

Controversy over global warming. Federal government should have scientists working on
monitoring and addressing global warming.

Federal government guidance and endorsement that instructional time outdoors is a valid
educational strategy as well as promoting health.

Indemnification for public purposes to expand participation by youth.
Youth Corps funding increase.

Program in colleges teaching outdoor skills. This is paid as part of tuition (CSU and ten other
universities). FW111, Outdoor Field Skills. Work with partners (outfitters, state and Federal
agencies). Excise tax on outdoor equipment (backpacks, hiking gear) -- could be a minimal tax.

Better use of federal funding for NGOs to help carry out some of their programs. The more they
can involve NGOs the more they can help bring in young people, teach realization of the
importance of these landscapes.

If there was some program or some money from the fed gov, matching funds, would help get
them out in the outdoors but it’s getting harder and harder. Have to get money somehow. Get
funding so don’t have to charge so much — keeping some people out. Maybe we need more
national parks.

Most of us live in urban environments, so | feel the government should focus more on urban
landscapes. Have an office about landscapes where people live. Provide funding source for
urban projects. Full funding for Land and Water Conservation Fund over a period of time. Think
there’s a need for seeing how city connects to the country and vice versa. CCC Effort in
Depression — in this environment, maybe 20 and early 30-year-olds could get involved with their
kids, provided with an employment opportunity.

Encourage federal government to expand partnerships with organizations that get young people
working on land, eliminate fiscal barriers to relationships, increase funding for organizations like
ours that get kids outdoors. Consider whose assets can help solve problems. Youth
unemployment is huge. People in 20s needs to work and go to school — Youth Conservation
Corps.

Encourage funding for wilderness management. Get people out there — whether volunteers or
professionals, need more funding. Facilitate communication between society and wilderness
groups - education, guides and outfitters, conservation groups, land managers, etc. Use
wilderness as key outdoor touchstone. Place volunteers in field to assist wildlife agencies.
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Get kids out there, get them active. Find ways to bring local groups and government together to
make that happen. Federal government role may be limited — must be ground up. Get kids
started early.

Partnerships need to focus on environmental education. Funding opportunities for this
education, programs. Remove the gray, replace the green. Bark beetle kill - need to take a look
at. Will just take away opportunity we’re looking for, connected to climate change. Connect
dots — recreation with preventative healthcare, obesity crisis. Next crisis will be emotional (when
troops return). Insurance companies need to play a role in helping the government care.

Bring disparate groups together under one umbrella. Federal government needs to consider
flexibility in how they direct land and water conservation fund dollars and other grand funds to
consider states that are getting it right so can implement great ideas to overcome challenges.
Lack of awareness of benefits and how to access outdoor activities. Government should help say
what opportunities and how to get involved — gap analysis. Benefits — education and media
campaign similar to “This is your brain on drugs” — get outdoors, America — inundate Americans.
UPAR funds that help inner-city parks that are failing, rescue fund. Bring back UPAR!

Using landscapes to teach across American West — easy in east, only way to learn about
landscape is to be on it, landscapes are ultimate classroom, history, culture, biology, geology,
powerful tool build respect for culture, need new landscapes set aside, NLCS provides vehicle for
teaching about lands as entire ecosystem. Improved access to lands through government
funding that provides classrooms. Provide competent and diverse teachers, need standards for
outdoor education from Department of Education — crucial role. HHS needs to be eminently
involved in obesity awareness, Department of Agriculture needs to undertake education for
relationship food and natural systems, Interior. Outdoor-based curricula, comprehensive
inventory of lands, public and private, which can function as classrooms, inventory teaching
resources that are available, competent teachers, and link. Do away with public attitude of fear
toward access to difficult places. People need to be encouraged to swim rivers, climb mountains,
without having every piece of equipment from REl to do it. Teach how land forms and water
shape human history. National Trust for Historical Preservation involved in campaign to do what
wilderness society did with creation of NLCS, set aside cultural landscapes. Know and be able to
teach how people at Sand Creek used landscape to save selves, grasslands shaped hist of Santa
Fe Trail, etc. Teach about landscapes from landscapes — will get people out, make them
healthier, engender tremendous appreciation for entire planet.

"At a time when our natural resources are disappearing at an astonishing rate, the government
has an obligation to promote sustainability, biodiversity, and conservation in any way possible:
education, regulation, provision for quiet recreation (hiking, biking, fishing, enjoying animals and
birds, etc.), discouragement of destructive practices such as off road vehicle use and destructive
extraction processes.

Federal Gov't role. Nature close to home and first experiences must begin at a younger age. Large
minimally inhabited areas and control and balance of the management of offroad vehicles and
RV's.
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As simple as getting kids out fishing. It's huge. = Federal government shouldn’t forget about the
tribes. They get little money, but the eco tourism for the public. Many are intimidated, and the
governement is a huge part. Transportation to these reservations is a big part.

Federal gov't to creat a databes abou t the outstanding attributes of the land and wildlife.

Public transportationis there but can improve greatly. Federal involvement in transportation to
get people places more safely.

federal gov't has a role to give guidance on water, and help comunities create water trails, etc.

Challenges: IRS fraudulent accusations, encourage outdoor use, increases the impacts and waste
disposal on the land. Group size damage, impacts to the environment. Need to educate about
what the outdoors are about and preservation. Concerns from San Isabel involve the IRS; Crystal
Mountains and problems with massive trash, etc. from people who use and damage the area
because some people being allowed to do whatever they want when there while others’
accessibility is limited. Educating youth on preserving the area. LEGACY FUND.

Tie Federal initiatives to the local levels.

Challenges: How important it is to have the dollars for landscapes - farm and landscape
protection. LWCF is important. Tapping into the energy of land trusts. Relationships between
the Federal, Local and State Governments. More Flexibility with the Federal Government to have
roles that are more coherent. Federal programs that aid preserving landscaping are vital. Ways
to tap into the energy of land trust and private citizens, goes a long way. Overlap — more
flexibility on the Federal government working to have rules that work across such overlaps. That
the Federal government recognize there may be a legitimate need for more protective rules in
metro areas than are necessary in rural areas and not trying to have a one size fits all mentality.

Federal government focuses on the land we manage, need to place more investment on stepwise
progression from urban areas to lands. Need places where families can take them first, then to
state parks and federal lands.

Education - fed dept of education needs to get involved and partner with them/outside agencies.
Fed Govt has standards for highway; need to expand for pedestrian and bycicles that is realistic.

Exclusions



Discussion Question 3
Golden, CO (cont.)

Getting the word out - making it cool to be outside. Have govt to help w/ public sv
announcement in theatres, schools,etc... Assistance in funding the marketing aspect

Let public know why ELK does what they do - wildlife belongs to the people and our future
children.

Conservation CRP - whats protecting our native grasslands. Allocate about 2MM acres - land that
farmers get to farm - encourage on a Farm Bill; 60% sits East 2nd largest area. Wind Energy is the
doom of our prairie crops ; not the answer unless its put in the right place. No regulation on wind
energy except for State of WY.

Reaffirm that BLM establish acreage - BLM wilderness has been leased to oil n gas. Impact of
going after oil shell (land,water)

Leadership role in helping wildlife survive. Praise for Natl Park Sv - staff people/partner liasons
wkng together and need more of. Funding for these types of volunteers or planning.

Renewable Energy on Public Lands - getting help fm Fed. - incentives when energy plan passes.
Royalties that we get fm oil n gas

Fed Govt partnering with Lands Trusts - 2008-2009 levesl| would be nice to get back to - tax
deductions would be nice. Natl Inst of Health - get people encouraged to exercise due to them
using our parks, natl forests, etc..

Let's Move Outside - First Lady. Congress allocations for conservation budget. Enable Congress
and Fed agencies for more funding on Conservation, etc..

More fed state dialogue. With the local govt's wkng the best way.

Fossil fuel - renewable issue; Americans waste energy - the wasting makes it a either/or. If you
get standards for retro fitting - homes i.e. carbon negative it is a powerplant then we don't have
to worry about windmills /renewable energy. Govt needs to push for new homes, deep
weatherization. Standards for new homes/ have glass that overhangs. We can do all this and not
use the windmills.

Under the guise of what works, with motorized recreation, the money is allocated formally, but
partnerships with land management agencies - they don't have the capabilities to deal with us
and our monies
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| have lots of ski experience and outdoor experience. Our Denver area Founders understood the
relationship between front range and mountain uses. Winter Park endeavors to get kids out. We
approached Denver, but this outreach is stalled. No growth in getting kids to ski areas. Cost of
winter sports has created minimal participation efforts. We need to look at President Obama's
own upbringing and fostering of value to him for parks and the outdoors. Need to work with
families to help them understand these values. Funding is finite, so you need to motivate
families and kids. Work with emerging populations to get them to feel more welcome and
getting outdoor use. Legacy of public lands is needed.

Vignettes of education are needed. We need to mentor young people in the outdoors.

Support leaders of outdoors in kids and others being in even just their backyards. Support
initiatives - getting people out, revitalizing cities. North of Denver are working farms - | love to
see these. Important to see areas outdoors is not exclusive, and you don't have to travel far.

You can even just plant flowers on your doorstep, or you can just stay close to home sitting under
a tree. All this is really getting outdoors, too.

I've raised two kids in school systems - public and private. Unfortunately, neither have any more
physical education nor outdoor programs. We need to bring these back in our schools to get kids
outside.

Federal agency coordination, low hanging fruit, empower employees to think beyond their
agencies, need to drop barriers to agency employees working outside their own silos

Forest Service Planning rule, asking for public feed back on the new rule, use data FS is
accumulating can be used as part of the AGO effort, conserving water sheds etc will help
preserve land and wildlife for more than just people

Question for you. On Public Lands Day I've seen agencies work very well together. How is it one
day a year the agencies can work very well together and, yet we hear they can't the rest of the
year. We have to take care of what we have. CCC's long time ago. Those of us who like to hike
will just hike further from the developed areas.

There should be full-funding for the Land and Water Conservation fund. We think there is a need
for projects that concern the big picture, and will be beneficial for years to come. The CCC effort
in the depression has been a great help for many people. Let’s get more young adults involved in
helping children get outdoors by creating jobs for these 20-30 year olds.

Is there an opportunity to model after the “This is your brain on drugs” program? The urban
parks and recreation recovery programs are failing, because of no funding. They haven’t had
funding for years

Many GoCo trails are full of signs that recognize who takes care of them. It is important for
agencies to also participate in education programs when structures are built.
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Set aside cultural landscapes, in order to teach people about how our land has shaped our
history. This will help connect children to the great outdoors, which will create greater health and
appreciation. How about getting entertainment (bands, actors) that peaks youth interest out into
nature and talking about it?

There needs to be a rationalization for all various government funding programs in order for this
money to be spent as wisely as possible. It is important to acknowledge that government
programs do not always produce results. This idea needs to be planned out thoroughly, and all
the best ideas need to be gathered. Let’s create competition of ideas in order to have a well
thought out program. There are many problems with the forest, other than the bark pine beetle,
that need to be addressed. | think Colorado is a candidate for another national park! The
landscapes here need more protection.

Conservation- Wise use, not just protection; conservation is key, conservation is the new
protection, good responsible wise use of land. Getting more ppl outdoors, when you develop a
partnership, all voices are at the table ( voices from one end of spectrum to the other). Opposing
ideas get pushed to side, must work best for everybody. Forest Health Issues, giant fences
around our land may mean less protection, President to reach out to broad community.

bring disparate groups together under one umbrella, and let’s start working together. We made
many recommendations, but there is no way to get those recommendations going because of
funding and other challenges. There is a lack of awareness about the benefits of getting outside.
The government should provide answers to questions: What is there to do? Where will | find it?
And how do | do it?

There is a link with getting outside + preventative health care! Our insurance companies are
facing obesity and mental stresses (war trauma), so they should also get together with the
government

There is a lack of awareness about the benefits of getting outside. The government should
provide answers to questions: What is there to do? Where will | find it? And how do | do it?

In this area, we actually work on a one-to-one basis with BLM and forest service; work around
federal government because their rules don’t work. Allow more control locally

Push down and empower local agencies with dicision making

opposite point of view, federal lands belong to every American, putting them in local hands lends
itself to manipulation, fears endangerment of lands, nations treasures, federal policies there for a
reason

Not saying to ignore national monuments.. just how we work with federal service
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Some county commissioners would love to control their lands, bad idea
Takes different perpective as well.. good opportunity for agencies; Opportunites for more
guidance from Federal Gov. help with naviagability, help with rivers

Administration needs to come back to center again.. some leeway.. need to find a balance
between Federal and local levels

| agree, no one cares most about local areas than natives.
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Grand Island, NE

Tri-Basin NRD and Phelps County Weed Control Association, works. CCPI Nebraska being one of
the few states where the cooperative landowner owns the land up to the rivers edge. Nebraska
was been hit with influx of invasive vegetation. CCPI put into last farm bill and funds were set
aside to encourage landowners to utilize those funds to cost share management of this
vegetation..Concerns about CCPI program because it is not continually funded because we know
even though Nebraska was granted $4.5 million, it may not continue to come. We need to see
that because there is a learning curve, that landowners don’t jump into things until they see what
their neighbor does. We need to see this continue because we know that those that don’t sign
up now will sign-up in a couple of years. They put in money of their own. There is over $86,000
committed to CCPI. Landowners do understand it and it helps control these invasive plants. This
is somewhat limited in Nebraska because it is only for fully appropriated land areas. Over half of
state doesn’t fall into this area. We need latitude to get it used in other areas in the state in the
next farm bill.

Something we talk about as outdoor education . Once they’re educated they need access. They
need opportunity. When alone they won’t have access. They need local opportunities. One
thing to help with this stems federal government land and water conservation fund. There is
movement to get this to full funding $9.5 million. One key element left out now is that most
money will wind up going to federal programs and parks. We need at least half to go to smaller
towns so they can provide to local families. Lots of families won’t have opportunity to get to
national parks. Needs to go to smaller or any town in Nebraska so once the kids are educated
they can get access to do. What kids learn in school, if there is not an opportunity to do it, it is
gone.

Saw the tour this morning, there’s an incredible partnership between landowners. 3600 miles,
700 landowners. Missouri River has Wetland Reserve Innovation Program. First state in the
nation to have this. Common resources can be targeted to land scale initiatives. Common
landscape scale objectives is hugely important. We are lucky in Nebraska to have Steve Chick.
He is a good listener. He’s open minded enough to listen to ideas from the field. Then he sets
that tone with his staff to also be good listeners and try new things. We need that kind of
leadership. With 97% of land privately owned you have got to have cooperation. Forcing
realization, working partnerships and targeted collaborations that have been very successful.

Every year around budget time local offices spend time and energy trying to defend their
existence/budget. What isn’t working: STOP trying to remove funding from RC&D’s.
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Funding for RC&D needs to be funded. It works. You don’t get something for nothing. I've been
in this a long time. We are in red zone for level of funding for NRCS technicians. As talk about
incentives and education, you're right. Have to have both. Who does education with
landowners? The local technicians that work with NRCS. Dollars and workload and amount of
time and then still be accountable to taxpayers. Absolute foolishness. Cannot keep increasing the
work load and expect the techs to continue the work load. Something has to give somewhere.
We are clearly in the red zone. Yet will put more cost share dollars and land into programs but
cuts the technicians. We are at the point. We are doing disservice to all other tax payer dollars
that has been spent and invested. Because they’re not getting done. The point has to be
underlined that we can’t continue to rob from the local technicians there and still get the job
done. Made enormous progress in conservation. Need both — adequate staff and adequate
incentives. This is an investment and it’s part of protecting water and soil resources for future
generations. I'm sure Steve Chick will take me to task for that.

Been around about 20 years. We’ve worked on several projects of as part of effort to develop
literacy plan. It is on the NACEE.org web site. Would welcome any last comments. Will present
to Board of Education this August. Funding as part of education act to get kids and families
outside. Funding goes thru Department of Education to provide more training to teachers to
incorporate this in their course work. Many ways that the environment can be incorporated in all
subject areas - math, social studies, reading, and the arts. Also health issue too. Increased youth
obesity. Challenges: Comes down to money. No child left behind act has forced teachers to
teach to test. Forced to cut physical education, recess time. No money for field trips. Unless kids
can raise money to subsidize. Kids don’t know what nature entails. Used to mowed lawns and
game boys. No one likes taxes but maybe increase taxes on game boys type games and put
money into education. What works is starting young. Teach teachers how to teach these things
in their curriculum. Hands on aspect is what hooks kids. Can’t teach nature by showing videos.
Develop outdoor classrooms. Field trips. Funding for school to nature type areas. Liability
aspect mentioned earlier. Private and public, We grew up with 10’ tall slides and monkey bars
but now all the regulations governs the types of playgrounds. First place that is cut is parks and
rec funding. Funding for educators, person pursing teaching degrees. All states have funding for
literacy place they have to have one of these in place to qualify for funding. All states are working
on this so Dept .of Ed at national needs to do more to emphasize outdoor education and
opportunities. Archery, fishing programs. A lot of programs out there but need dollars to
support these programs/activities. Off-shore drilling leases. Congress needs to get guts to
increase, my understanding we’re still charging companies what we charge back in 1800’s to
mine on public lands. Those fees need to be increased.

Land owners and owner operators, you know how fiercely independent those people are. You
won’t get anything done until you get those people on board — conservative conservation minded
people. We burn 4-5000 acres of cedar invested acres every year. Until you get the
farmer/rancher on board with same agenda you have, you won’t get what anything done. You're
not talking to the right people.
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| was on team of people to resurrect this nature center. It went under and lost all of its money.
There were lot of federal agencies that talked about getting kids feet into the water. But when |
went to them they did not commit to following thru to get the kids into the wilderness. A lot of
lip service. Each raised the flag about the issue but they didn’t walk the talk. If you have these
portals that have a mission to get this done then fund them. If you cut a tree down in Nebraska
in the name of conservation you about get lynched. You have to cut trees down in wetlands or
you don’t have a wetland. Planting trees is conservation but only in the right place. The Arbor
Day Foundation might have a public education campaign about “get your feet in the wilderness”.
The Arbor Day Foundation campaign is very effective.

Challenge—land and water conservation. Offshore drilling royalties. We have developed golf
courses, pools, and parks, using land/water conservation funds. Most are matched 75-25. There
used to be tremendous monies allocated across the country. Now | feel guilty for even applying
for some of those funds as a larger community because smaller communities struggle to get the
funds. This has been a huge process that matched dollars that is no longer available that allowed
us to do a lot of these projects. The recent history with different highway bills, the trails
programs have become 80/20 matching and are very popular. This year the state is not
accepting any applications for trails because there has been a free-for-all between federal
highway and Department of Roads when it comes to administering these programs. Struggling
and making Nebraska jump thru hoops with charges to apply for these grants. Someone’s feet
got stepped on at national level that have caused a responsible charge. Need to have an
engineering background. Must pass many tests, many hours of study. As Parks and Recreation
Director, | can no longer manage this program because, for example, of a program that struck a
chord with local people. Senator Nelson has been contacted to try and get past the roadblock.
More of state/federal issue in Nebraska.

We have the largest reservoir in Nebraska. Lake McConaughy in Keith County, series of 29 lakes
and reservoir. Stated purpose is irrigation and hydro-electric generation. The problem | have in
working with the farmers and it needs to be stated here on a base level. Agis Nebraka’s base
economy. If farmer’s get more efficient there is more water for the river, and wetlands. They
need to be more efficient at moving from pipe irrigation to center pivots and subsurface
irrigation . In a large way they are priced out of the marked. Pivots have gone from $25,000 to
$50,000 in over 10 years. Need NRCS cost share. About 60 percent gated pipe in our system.
Would like to be 100% for pivots or subsurface. Ag Water Enhancement Program (AWEP)
proposal where we can group our producers together and affect the entire system. Fully funded
in 2009 and partially funded in 2010. We would like to see that put in Farm Bill and be fully
funded and increased so that we have some water to work with in Nebraska. | appreciated

s comments earlier about large water bodies. If we have large water body, people
will come. We have visitor days where people will come. What | hear that you don’t know we
would love to have school kids and instructors come to our lakes. Anything we can do to provide
free public access, probably need a park permit. Anything is possible at the big lakes. Would love
to partner with anyone that has a bunch of kids come with an instructor. Maybe that’s
something that might work for all of us.
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The funding availability to do education whether it is to build a web page or to put techs on the
ground is just not out there. | know money is tight everywhere but | have personally been
surprised to find out how few dollars are out there. This has to start with the next generation.

Access issue that was raised .Game and parks does have a long standing program of paying
farmers for access but that funding has plummeted and that has suffered. We’re more
immigrants and more urban dwellers now so fewer and fewer people in state have ties to land.
#2 in the country for lowest public lands.. Huge lack of public lands for people to get onto the
land. Needs to reinvigorate programs to get public lands for access for people. Need to address
fundamental issue.

Back to some education things. There’s some great education Project Learning Tree, Project
Wet, Project Wild, H20, etc. They stand alone. They haven’t been correlated to national
teaching standards. The Department of Education should create a curriculum that addresses
environmental education themes across the entire curriculum. Math lessons could have
environmental conservation themes.

As a parent, | know a lot of parents of young children. We keep our kids so busy so they’ll stay
out of trouble mainly. Between home work, athletics, playing with friends. Only time to get into
nature are those close to home. Let’s take care of green spaces in neighborhood. Come up with
an 8 week long nature type thing or something for kids to do something beside soccer, tee ball.

College students are doing far more volunteer service then they used to because there is not
enough money. How can we organize college students, high school students, and senior citizens
to volunteer?

The UNL Extension Office uses a facility in Hastings at the old Regional Center. This center for
outdoor and agricultural learning, Prairie Loft, is using grant monies and private donations to
operate. Most of the work is done by volunteers and privately funded. | want all these agencies
to work with schools more.

My family has been here 140 years. We are involved with center pivots. We have water running
out of our ears. We cannot put down another well. The government needs to leave us alone.
The farmer is the dog that keeps getting whipped.

What does a hike and bike trail have to do with water quality. Is this an area the government can
fund? There are various states where you cannot hunt and trap anymore. Beavers are
overpopulated. We need to revisit some of these laws. Hike & bike trail are a real bonus.

The Platte River Recovery is being forced on the state. The US Fish and Wildlife Service needs
more water in the rivers for the piping plover, etc. Farmer should not be required to quit
irrigating. Why don’t we try to replicate some of the dry years when the rivers were dry, then
the invasive species can die out. We are creating designer habitats on the river. Enhance
habitats on the river by getting rid of trees ... not increasing the water level. A hundred years ago
before developed irrigation in the state there was large blue stem grass, so basically years ago we
were fully appropriated. Some of these changes make no sense.
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The federal government could fund more Game and Parks activities? More and more pivots are
being used statewide utilizing less water. From Grand Island to Omaha you can get by without
irrigating, but if you go west the farmers need to irrigate. The Platte River Recovery
Implementation Program requires we go back to water usage of 1977.

We need more tax incentives. Give people tax incentives if they volunteer. NRCS does need
more money. They are understaffed.

Nebraska NRD’s own and operate facilities that are free to the public. It would be nice if we
could have access to more federal dollars to promote NE. The gov cannot be everything to
everyone. We can be a resource to a volunteer organizations and public schools. | am a farmer,
not at it actively. We started a program with Gothenburg High School and worked with
FFA/biology/science for outdoor education. We obtained materials from NRCS and NRD. My
family ran this program for 20 plus years. We passed the program on to our neighbor and it is
still running today. It is a lot easier to run a program like this in a small town. We targeted 4th &
5th grade students and showed them how to husk corn in the fall, milk cows, etc., and exposed
them to the environment. It is up to us to take the initiative to expose them locally. Another
project one of the NRDs is working on is an educational trail. We are working with the local ag
organization to promote the trail and place signs with points of interest, i.e., who it was settled
by, heritage, history, culture, etc.

Has been interested in the conservation taking place. He has had school children to his place and
taught them to identify different plants, roots, shown them corn, earth worms, bugs, etc. We
need to pay farmers not to irrigate. Farmers are using way to much water. Use the water
appropriately; they need education on this issue. How do we get the kids to the farm? We need
to make the parents be there. We fed the kids by roasting hotdogs on a stick. The kids had never
done this before.

We need to prioritize. Five acres in the middle of Omaha does not cost as much as land in Los
Angeles. We do not have the Congressional support that larger states may have. We would like
the money allocated more fairly. Our cities may not be considered urban.

| disagree with this comment about getting parents involved. When | was a kid we built a tree
house high up in a tree and wandered a creek nearby. In cities, how do you get kids in an
unstructured area? A playground with plastic slides is not what | am taking about.

Agencies could get a list out to the schools of what services they have.
We need to get NRCS out in the field instead of shuffling paper. People have gotten away from
getting into the field. They are filling the reports out to get money to farmers.

American Heritage River. The federal government was here to take over the river. Fortunately
there were enough farmers to take this back. What rights do you want to take away from us?
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Landowners reluctant to get involved because of bureaucratic nightmare. Private landowners
are reluctant to get involved. Stewardship program was so simple - the land owner appreciated
that. In comparison, EQIP is very complicated and confusing. Bureaucracy is a negative for
people. KISS methods.

Spend too much time planning and not getting any more done. Value of woodlands/
environmental services. Future will be in conservation. Biased likes CRP need for Ag cropland,
woodlands and the service they provide. Need to have Forest Reserve Program.

Questions cap and trade issue — implications. How to keep balance - carbon sequestration.

Need to teach children about outdoors — just have to go outside. Frustrating to say Federal
Government has no role in schools. Teachers say federal regulation don’t allow them to do that.
Suppose to be educated in school, but they aren’t learning anything and then we try to do it with
afterschool programs. Kindergarteners get 15 minutes of recess because it is a Federal
regulation. Federal government can help us.

There are more and more layers of bureaucracy; Need to reduce this. How can we do what
works. More flexibility.

Continue partnerships - Pheasants Forever, Quail Forever..., etc. More freedom with Pittman-
Robertson money (federal excise money given to state through Dept of Interior, that comes from
individuals buying guns, ammo). There should be some avenue for passing money to partners.
No child left inside - connect to literacy program. Kudos to put biologists out in the field. PF QF
help with the Federal programs. Access to office and resources and help you get through the red
tape. Need to get rid of OMB. Hunters and anglers would be supportive of excise tax to be used
for other things. Pass it through to other programs if they (Feds) would be allowed.

Hire teachers for the summer. Invite teachers to work with your organization and use resources
from your agency and they can then take back to the schools. Teachers can be hired non-
competitively to be part ranger. They work on teaching plans but have to involve the program.
Let them do their own lesson plan and use your resources.

Incorporate more community volunteerism and outreach. Relationship-building. Must give
relationship time and energy. Relationship has to grow. Allow for employees to do more
volunteering/outreach on company time.

Be more effective with existing funding. Look at streamlining - how to get current funding. Level
playing field with the rural area. Village of 300 shouldn’t have the same rules/paperwork (to
receive a few thousand) as Omaha (does for a quarter million project). Recreation lawsuits. One
size fits all for federal projects is not the best approach.

Eliminate the office of OMB. Federal employees, i.e., NRCS, etc need to get out in the field and
see where their money is being used. We do more on administration and paperwork than we do
on the program. (OMB) needs to get out in field and see what the money is going for.



Discussion Question 3
Grand Island, NE (cont.)

Need to have more groups discussing these problems and issues and conduct programs like we
are doing today. “There is no wheel that has not been invented”. Need to collaborate rather
than butt heads. Need action to go with talk. Look at a lot of programs, initiatives and studies -
reduces ADD, Obesity and seeing better. What works with you and your barriers. Don’t need to
reinvent the wheel. The bureaucracy gets in the way.

Recognize that government has a role but cannot solve all the problems — use where most
effective. Concept of supporting conservation - getting back to nature. School curriculum is
avoid litigation. States created statutes. Feds can't solve all the problems. Focus on effective
role. Positive on things Feds can do.

Need to coordinate messages that come out of the government. Food pyramid - exercise by
going outside. See how it all fits together.

Needs to be some type of movement - society needs to see issue as important and value it.
But...do not need more regulations. Needs to be seen, movement within organizations before
there will be real change. If Federal Government could back without regulations.

| hope McKenzie Barry's suggestion to form a Got Nature campaign didn't fly over everyone's
head.

It’s not only with grants, but with budgets for the federal government. There is a functional part
of this that has been broken. The responsibility lies at the feet of the administration and the feet
of congress.

The importance of farm bill conservation dollars are really critical, it is the biggest pot of money.
It is the right decision to rethink how much program dollars can be used for technical assistance.

The No Child Left Behind Act is a good place for government to get involved if change is to take
place in the schools.



Discussion Question 3

Grand Junction, CO

FUNDING - we get GOCO, USFWS, NRCS, etc to purchase easements. Another way we operate is
by providing tax deductions - federal government should facilitate those deductions

federal government can recognize state's rights in terms of fishing and hunting mgmt;
encourage states to utilize state DOWs - project wild/wet; federal gov't should put in place a
federal conservation stamp

limit lawsuits to federal government - to reduce time that land management agencies spend on
dealing with lawsuits

streamline federal permitting processes

feds can help facilitate process of developing partnerships

revisit the way feds deal with split estate

federal government should play a greater role in partnering at a landscape level for conservation
federal role- ensure connectivity on federal lands and establish energy policy on public lands
which creates incentives for renewables

put money into education foundations at the grade school level

work with land trusts/ranchers to prevent development in open areas

more fuding for state parks/federal land mgmt agencies; game wardens are way understaffed;
government needs to get out of bed with energy companies and enforce current laws

throw more money at parks - most kids have first experience in parks

tools - quit cutting money for land management , tools for advancing interagency agreements,

restore clean water act

eliminate Mining act of 1872; should not be giving away public land for low price for energy
development



Discussion Question 3

Grand Junction, CO (cont.)

Disconnect between the agency messages and the local kitchen table conversation. The feds can
work within their own means (no new programs or money) to bridge between existing programs
and the kitchen table. Feds need to expand the existing information

Federal government is very inefficient at getting money to local organizations or businesses. The
best way to get money on the ground is through local contracts, independent businesses.

different agencies often have competing (or at least different) values that make it a significant
challenge to pursue multiple grants for a local initiative. Land owners stay away from federal
programs for these reasons.

what works is connecting children with nature and giving them opportunities to go places, would
like to see a national program that mirrors local efforts to take kids outdoors

Feds should support and promote land trust organizations. Feds should recognize that private
sector is capable of policing itself and should remove some of the restrictions/requirements that
are too invasive on the private interests.

Need an evaluation of grant programs to assess their effectiveness.

Ask “how complicated is the grant application process compared to the benefit and return”. Feds
also have control of tax incentives to local land owners. Promote state tax, conservation credits,
etc. Feds can help promote a directed and guided tax poli

agencies can ensure that partnerships don’t lose key partners or key expertise (such as a fisheries
biologist). Money and people always seem to be the limiting factors — particularly younger staff.
Agencies continue to be the lasting partner

emphasized the benefits of Vista program. Feds could provide more money to allow small
community organizations to take advantage of the Vistas

can the feds proclaim they support these type of partnerships by doing away with “matching
grants” and promote “Donations in kind”

Federal gov could help with their programs — help protect what we have and minimize
fragmentation, help reconnect to what we have

the federal government can look to existing partnerships and programs at the local level to serve
as an “interface” or a facilitator. For example: CFLRP program through USDA — focused on large-
scale forest health partnerships

feds should focus on preservation of a “great outdoors” above all else. There needs to be an
intact, healthy “outdoors” to connect with



Discussion Question 3

Grand Junction, CO (cont.)

feds can ensure adequate Instream flows
would like to see greater spending at the federal level on environmental/outdoor education.

II. Land Use Planning is a local responsibility. Need more input from the community in land use
hearings. During campaigns, ask local officials where they stand and what you want them to
do. IV. Retain and improv

Land mgmt entities need to use motorized users to educate folks when they see things going
wrong. Land managers need to educate users so they give out right messages.

A lot of change has occurred over last 5 years. Federal agencies are working much closer with
local constituencies in the last 5 years and they should continue to do that. Build on 3 C's from
previous administration. We have a lot of infrastructure in t

Colorado State Parks has outstanding relationship with local middle school. They come out and
do service projects. Colorado State Parks provides access and fee waiver. Funding for bussing is
a problem. Teachers are focused on math and reading. Fed g

Private land conservation in Gunnison has been a great program. GOCO Colorado has been
instrumental in funding the program. Successful because it's been a non-federal program. Been
hard to get support for conservation on working ranches. Important for

Federal Govt is doing well and should continue to focus on specific areas such as new NLCS units
that have been designated. Special interest groups need to work together. Need a structure for
folks to work together such as the Dominguez-Escalante Nation

BLM should quantify economic benefits to NLCS units for the public. BLM should put people in
touch with each other.

Got funding from gas companies to take kids on school trips. Would be helpful for fed govt to
put together trip ideas on public lands and provide those ideas to schools so teachers can take
kids out on public lands.

I'm an angler. Would like to push for easements through private property so that we can access
the rivers. Would like to have riparian area along all rivers so that we can legally touch the
bottom of the river. Do not have access to Roaring Fork. Our w

II. It is great that there are lots of organizations with good relationships with the fed agencies in
CO. In other places local organizations are less supportive of public agencies and local
governments have too much control over fed land management and

I. Challenges. Land use planning. Feds and local government need to work together to get
something in place to help keep the city in the city - stop urban sprawl. IV. In tight budget,
spending a little money on recruiting volunteers could provide lar



Discussion Question 3

Grand Junction, CO (cont.)

Il. Ecoregional perpective is helpful for BLM and publics to have basis for conservation dialogue.
Traditional uses are very important - as important as newer recreation interests. Only by
incorporating those interests do we get long term stewardship.

Il. His group has working relationships with several agencies (coalition built). IV. Resources,
ready to go, land bought, easments in place but need the resources to complete the projects (to
build trail)

[Il. BLM office in GJ needs more employees to help coordinate volunteer activities (need a
dedicated volunteer coordinator). Plenty of groups interested in volunteering, but need
coordination.

I. Challenge is gaining acceptance and consensus on conservation. People used to be willing to
compromise - less likely now. Il. Got past that for D&E designation Ill. Federal role working with
private landowners to allow them to make a living on pr

Off road people would say it is ok to get their only by horse and foot. Challenge that people want
trails. See poor planning of trails and overuse such as 9 illegal splits -- federal government has no
idea of condition of trails. Connecting people to outd

Very familiar with being out on public lands and balancing uses. Department of Energy not
interacting as much as they should. What happens with energy and environmental protection.
Pull all agencies together and discuss impacts on public lands. Slag piles

Challenges for use - 1) timeframe to build new trails (have expertise available but booged down
by buracracy) -- funding and budget (EA as an example - willing to pay archeologist to do
evaluation), one most obvious being free lunch (5 years before constr

Been arround a long time, cabins, all over the country, handle on what goes on. Answer people
about wilderness issue (designate and leave along - no chain saws). Wilderness camper. Would
say what we need is less development, less money, just need a place

Over the last year asked constiutents what they need -- 1) Education of youth about the
outdoors, having them have access to lands, understanding ecosystems regardless of how they
want to use 2) EPA, BLM, USFS requirements to seek grants some many differe

Conserved about 164 transaction, help leverage local and federal dollars, example on Pinion
Mesa Conservation Easement -- utilized USFWS grant thru CDOW and great outdoors stamp
money to make easement happen. Abuts FS and BLM land on other side and protec

Get kids involved *** BLM should get more funding to get kids and parents outdoors. Not all
volunteer work is difficult - kids can do a lot of it.

City get to collect fees government collects to keep in community, collaboration continue to
work with local communities initially affected first because 80% of land is public, please talk to
people who work in government for future development, effective



Discussion Question 3

Grand Junction, CO (cont.)

BLM making decisions that spectacular locations are protected *** BLM is going to protect the
Vermillion Basin (80,000 acres). Bold decisions like this are critical for connecting people to the
outdoors by making sure that some of the last places that are

Oil and gas development a potential for contamination, government should act in the public
welfare (best interest), global warming as an example of the last 40 years, governement should
act *** |ts important for govt to listen, also important for it to ac

Chevron had monitroing in Gulf oil spill detectors did not work, more governement regulation ,
leaks not detected in Utah, energy leases that the BLM had 14 poitions for monitoring but 9
positions were vacant *** Need for more regulation in preventing oil

Reafformation of existing tool, BLM athority to establish and protect wilderness areas -- believe is
valid in 1976. Fulfullment of BLM responsibility to implement and use this tool. Creates
partnership to look at unique landscapes and team up with *** Rea

80% of our forest held by private individuals, Mesa Land Trust helps conserve private lands,
acquiring enough funding to pay staff and jprojects. Governement to help provide funding to go
forward with work we are doing. Make permanent federal tax deductio

BLM book and provide meeting space as needed, Pull together website that lists various groups
that could be contacted or interested in a issue. Research group developed to better prepared
for clean up oil spills - frac fluids also. *** Friends of Northern

Close down energy loopholes *** NO one is monitoring what is going into fracing. The
government should monitor and regulate that. Close down energy loopholes.

One size does not fit all, need decisions made locally not front range, listen to elected officials
from colorado *** The federal gov. needs to understand that one size doesn't fit all. We need
our representatives from the West slope to be listened too.

Reconnecting what works. Organized an event partnering with BLM. We had stations set-up on
BLM land. Kids went around from stations to station. This 6was a great way to get kids involved.
We are planning to do it again.

Funding: When funding is available, people are more likely to collaborate in working together.
Taxes are important to acquire critical linking habitats, protect summer range. Private lands
provide winter range. Need to buy propoerty or conservation ea

Lots of good things are happening due to the efforts of good people. Wants to hear more about
what problems exist and what caused them. What can be done to provide assitance? What
authorities exist or are needed for agencies to get kids to outdoor site

Agenices have a "don't touch" attitude. Can't turn all public lands into museums. | am a hiker
and four-wheeler. As a retired BLM employee my job was to make land available to all user
groups and to protect my motorcycle access. The most effective way



Discussion Question 3

Grand Junction, CO (cont.)

A role of government is the careful balancing between oil and gas development and resource
protection and recreation use. The BP oil spill points to the need to develop more protection for
onshore water, land and recreation protection. Encourage federal

Funding shorages can be addressed by redirecting money we use today. Agencies can figure out
how to get kids involved, need to work with school districts. Need to get youth involved in
natureal resources. People will not see the need for wilderness are

More thought and emphasis is needed on maintaining large core areas and connectivity between
them. Government could fund the Land and Water Conservation Fund and other funding
sources. Funding needs to be used strategically. Same standards for both pub

Important to standby managers positions when they make decisison. It is important for managers
to say there are limits, can't be all things to all people. Managers have to set limits on uses and
activities, otherwise we will reach the lowest common denom

Notes that in Costa Rica the government pays landowers to let things go natural to provide
biological/wildkife corridors. What is the government doing in this country to keep lands
natural? Are there incentives for private land owner not to develop natu

Her organization is working on bike parks for kids. It is beneficial to provide more sites/things for
kids outdoors. Land managers need to provide more areas for children. Create more bike parks.

NPS is focused on education, BLM and USFS do not have the same commitement to education,
and don't take getting people into the outdoors as seriously. Agenices do their best, but need
more education folks. Agencies need to be more consistent, more empha

Federal government is the only entity that has resources and can work across agencies to protect
"econsystem services", e.g., clean water processes, climate control, things that work across
landscapes. Federal government needs to take a role in protectin

Lack of funding for outdoor education, no money for field trips, can't train and certify
teachers.Concerned about sustainability for various programs. Intitiatives result from individual
efforts. Not much help from government. Grassroots efforts, inte

Oil and gas standards need to be outcome-based and quantitative for reclamation, similar to the
standards required of coal mining.

Challenge is that this administration needs to replace some political people in high-level positions
with science- minded people. The public thinks high-level employees are secientists, so there is
no oversight. We need scientist not politicians.

Sportsman's education: The Colorado Division of Wildlife is the only agency getting kids involved
in the outdoors through sportsman's education. Need to get federal agencies involved in similar
efforts. Hunting and fishing will foster interest in outdo



Discussion Question 3

Grand Junction, CO (cont.)

Turn over is not a bad thing in agencies. New employees not afraid of change and are supportive
of collaboration.

Change NLCS to "national conservation lands". Thisthe will reduce confusion with pubic and
BLM.

Compliment to BLM, USFS. BLM and FS working with focus groups, providing meeting places and
assistance, etc., works well.

One of the best tools is NEPA. Agencies do not apply the same NEPA standards for themselves as
they do for industry. Agencies are stringent in applying rules to extractions activities, but
agencies don't apply the rules to themselves. That detracts fr

Encourage congress to listen to what the people said today. Communicate a thanks for
organizing the meetings. They should listen and act . They need to think long-term. Think of the
tremendous resource they can take advantage of. Agencies need to wo

Strengthen management of BLMs wilderness study areas and USFS wilderness. Outside impacts
identified in NEPA but are not being addressed on the ground level.

NEPA identifies offsite impacts but they are not realistically addressed on the ground. Agencies
need to mitigate them instead of having local communities deal with them. Fire policies will
become a growing concern. Fire management education programs



Discussion Question 3

Helena, MT

Missed opportunities for fed, state, and local government agencies to work together across
boundaries to create comprehensive heritage and recreation areas. Further support and
promotion of NPS- National Heritage Areas.

Contract with NPS- turnover 3500 acers free and clear to Little Big Horn National Mon.

Move as swiftly as possible away from oil and coal use, encourage thoughtful development of
renewable energy. Encourage individuals home use do solar and or wind energy. Avoid
transporting electricity long distances- use and generate it locally. Focus on healthy wildlife
population and distributions- "A healthy environment for man is a a livable environment for
wildlife" Keep as much wild land WILD as possible- even reclaim areas back to wild state (good
wildlife, habitats) truly road less areas don't contribute to water quality problems or habitat
fragmentation, or attribute wildlife species or noxious spray. Apply presidential executive orders
to maintain and protect soils and vegetation set up to the plate and apply protective measures to
assure that we have functional and healthy ecosystems- they must not be compromised for the
sake of pushing people into the outdoors. Introducing people to the outdoors must be orderly
and educational so the landscape we are introducing people to are not ultimately sacrificed
though our use or abuse. Stop "out" sourcing efforts that should be taken cared by dedicating
knowledge, federal scientist/ employees. Take pride in the agencies, encourage them to take
action to restore watershed and landscapes. Listen to people and communities but when even
more importantly, please listen to the earth and its needs.

Clean Alternative Energies Now- Not 50 years in the future. We have the technology but not the
political will!

Use the good will, motivation and concern for the environment and our public lands on the part
of American citizens, especially youth/ children, to overcome some of the work that they long to
do and that needs to be done to protect these resources. National Parks Forest Rangers can help
facilitate this by partnering with local, non-profit and other groups to get Americans out in the
land. Imagine that you could go to a National Park or forest or state park and on any given ay find
a program, sanction by the par, where you and your family could help preserve the park (e.g.
paint a picnic shelter, pick up trash, pull weeds, build a trail, ect). Our parks are underfunded and
in need of repair. if we can budget the money to get the work done then ask citizens to help. This
will get people involved, give them a since of ownership and accomplishment and ensure that
future generations grow up learning how to care for our national treasures.

Thank you for your commitment to conserving open and working lands, wild and agricultural
lands. | appreciate your seekng local and fresh ideas. | would encourage you to also recommit to
programs and policies that are already proven effective. Voluntary conservation on a local level
relies on LWCF funding ass an engine to spur local investment like the bond funds in this county.
It spurs other private and state funding. Please consider making this permanent. Tax incentives
are an essential piece and the third-leg strong partnerships with private conservation groups.



Discussion Question 3
Helena, MT (cont.)

Get programs in the schools, more funding for conservation programs, Government working with
grassroots organizations, listening

1) Keep good agency partners in rural communities to facilitate conservation practices and
transactions. 2) make conservation funding consistent/dependable/permanent (land& water
conservation fund, farm bill programs- GRP, FRPP, WRP, WREP, etc.)

This comment is from me as an educated, concerned, owing citizen of this great nation, and of
Madison County, Montana. Our environment and our health. Put money into researching all of
those points. There is potential for jobs, food, fuel. For clothing, tools, nourishment and it
medical properties are proven. Changing this antiqued, racially driven law would allow ranchers
to add diversity to their crops for industrial use and would create a cooperatively beneficial
situation in so many ways/ Please consider this solution to many problems in our nation.

We must address the education of our resources professionals. We must include: conservation
history, public trust, responsibility and ethics.

Modify the budget process. Resource utilization (example logging) and site reclamation (road
removal) must be in a single appropriation process.

Provide the regulators and custodians insulation form political interference and the dogmatic
beliefs held by transient office holders.

The mission statement of the Ruby Valley Conservation District is "protect the land and preserve
our heritage"- | believe this is the role of the federal government as well. A tool to make this
initiative work is to remove funding from things that are nor working- like the war on drugs, the
wars in the middle east, and subsidies for wall street. Put that money into funding the agencies,
people and programs that scientists employed. Replace retirees with apprentices rather than
"saving money" by not hiring another biologist for a period of time, for instance.

Work more at watershed level
Fund senators Tester's watershed assistance project

MT. has enough wilderness area- also against federal ownership. Need our forest "open" and
mud "closed" Leave historical buildings and cabins standing on Pouhand. Important to have
access to forest service roads and trails- a hiking b. snowmobiling c. 4 wheel divers d. ATV use e.
horses f. hunting g. lakes. Recently joined an ATV club and have enjoyed seeing clean up of the
trails- keeping the trails open and working with the forest service on hand, it works

The U.S. Government needs to be a leader! A leader nourishes everyone and everything.



Discussion Question 3
Helena, MT (cont.)

Reinstate the tax legislation which benefits use of conservation easements, expired 6 years ago.
oFully fund the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), it allows for MT working ranches to
be compensated, keeps open space, USDA should change restrictions on Rocky Mountain Front,
not all private owners want to partner with the feds (USFWS) so make changes where
conservation easement holders could be non-governmental [private land trusts]

Use collaborative efforts in travel management planning, bring all parties to the table to work out
compromises, variety of users: walk, horse ,ATV, fly, wheelchairs

Red trees not due to mismanagement, due to climate change — winters are not cold enough to
kill the beetles, global warming is impacting our environment. eConsider climate change as the
number one issue, it impacts people, wildlife, watersheds, native vegetation is dying. eLocal
control in the abstract is good and is also the “Tragedy of the Commons” from overuse,
exploitation by locals, an example is Haiti deforestation. #Get local scientists into the
environments for best ways to make functional, on-the-ground, enlightened decisions. ¢Public
lands are owned by all Americans, not just locals. eProtect Montana for all generations, help
ecosystems to survive

Wants recreational opportunities for his 5 year old daughter, she is recycling in preschool,
interested in conservation, wants programs for a 5 year old to do: help build trail, pull weeds, nail
one nail on a bridge, something with a conservation flavor. eToo few park rangers any more.
eHard to find the opportunities at national and state parks, national forests. eToo expensive for a
family to stay at Yellowstone NP at $200/night there is something wrong with that, camping not
for all families with babies or grandparents

Partners with USFWS in weed management, wildlife habitat, establishing trust eGrassland reserve
is chronically underfunded, the demand is great but only able to work in 3 counties

Need an Act of Congress to transfer privately acquired lands to NPS, Congress must extend the
boundaries of the Monument [Custer National Battlefield near Harding, Montana, ?Little Bighorn
Battlefield NM] eThreatened lands have been purchased using $6 million from 3000 donors, 3500
acres purchased, and have been trying to donate to NPS for 10 years, also $1million in the bank
that can only be used to conserve the area

Suggested night/after work listening sessions. ePollution in the Gulf of Mexico, make the
responsible parties responsible, clean up, understands balancing the economy and the
environment, the little shrimping operations are no more. ePursue renewable energy here in MT,
collaborate . eClimate change. #Social norm change, move into the future. «Government
agencies are accountable to the public, commends the Obama Administration for going beyond
rhetoric

Advocates full funding of the state-side Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
appropriations; current funding for communities and schools is down to $150,000-200,000/yr,
funding has dropped to almost nothing; recent projects included Lewis & Clark Caverns,
Pictograph Cave, Billings School District; desires equitable funding of LWCF



Discussion Question 3
Helena, MT (cont.)

Fund the maintenance/taking care of the national forests, parks, and refuges; need help
politically with the Administration and Congress; campgrounds; tremendous issue that it
costs$1000/ visit to Yellowstone NP, everyone to have the opportunity. ®As a rancher he is
“sitting with the enemy” at this session; representatives from oil, gas, coal, and minerals need to
be here; need to find how to discourse. elooks forward to the report, thank you

Preserve native grassland. Grassland sodbusting is occurring because of incentive programs that
are mis-incentives in the Farm Bill, allowing 10,000 year old soils to be plowed

Local folks are ignored in energy policy and public lands. ®Energy corridors on private lands break
up ranches and local communities, what are you doing about it, why can’t transmission lines go
on public lands, it’s easier to squash the little people, bury the lines if concerned about the
viewscape; put pressure on the President and Governor, conserve and bury. eLocal access issues,
local management won’t let us on the lands say impact land too much - mountain bikes are too
much impact; Gallatin trails are closed; not everyone can hike, older people want to be able to
use the public lands; think of everyone - of the “little people”

The funding source is threatened for making multipurpose transportation corridors (SAFETEALU)
we need multimodal transportation corridors....bikes, walking, etc. The Safe, Accountable,
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A legacy For Users — provided funding for
multimodal transporation cooridors — this legislation has expired though it is being renewed on a
year by year basis.

We have a lot of intellectual capital....need a survey of the intellectual capital in natural resources
work....to see what the thinking is....need federal money to design a survey. No academic
program in MT for historic preservation matters...has to go out of state for academic training in
this field — expand natural resources studies to include historic preservation matters too

Wants small farmers recognized for their conservation efforts, ......thinks we should have more
wilderness in Montana...especially in Rocky Mountain Front... Need to have more conservation
education and also need to maintain virtues...honesty, integrity and passion for what we
believe....government is not the enemy...need to make government more effective

Need to preserve native grassland...why is so much sod busting going on relative to native
prairie? Gov’t needs to stop offering incentives to do such things

Embrace the challenge to connect young people to the land

Wants three proposals considered: We have Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plans...but they have not been synthesized into a national outdoor rec plan; 2) create a pilot
program for best practices for outdoor rec planning; 3) needs more Fed assistance and staff to
help with outdoor rec planning



Discussion Question 3

Helena, MT (cont.)

Reconnect families to outdoors...insurance, permits parents need to get more involved...to create
more users and empathy for outdoor causes....wants to help state parks create programs to
reconnect families to outdoors and make it affordable



Discussion Question 3

Hyde Park, NY

What are you doing to prevent hydrofracking in NYS because of the potential for it to do equal
damage as the oil spill? Answer: There’s a jurisdictional issue with hyrofracking. The federal role
is unclear here. There’s a potential EPA role with drinking water but it doesn’t feel very
satisfying. We're trying to figure out what we can do. Because there’s some hydrofracking on
public lands out west they may be able to lead the way in how to do this properly. | was just
discussing this issue at White House. | worry about it.

At travel shows she attends, NPS promotes big parks out west. How much are you promoting
parks here in East? We have a lot of great sites and great railroads. There’s a lack of
transportation to these sites. There are millions of international visitors in NYC, but not many
coming to the Hudson Valley. It would be great for NPS to come to the table with additional
marketing and promotion; remember parks in the east; look at partnerships (cross market with
state parks and national parks); and make it interesting and interactive for youth.Answer: This is
where we need you — for marketing and advertising. Our funding has been challenged. We have
to put every dollar we can into operations and maintenance and it’s a real struggle. NPS has
done a great job at being a brand. A lot of what parks rely on is partnerships with local
communities and business partners. Congress doesn’t like to see us advertise. Transportation —
same category. It's been a struggle to get funding for special transportation in parks themselves
let alone transportation to the parks. How can we help bring people to the park? If they’re not
accessible to youth, then they won’t come. NPS is trying to put resources into bus systems in a
number of urban areas to get people to parks — need partnerships and need to get creative and
get outside our comfort zones.

Comments concern green jobs and sustainable economic development. With all the attention on
green jobs in the energy sector there’s a whole other area of green conservation and landscape
conservation. We need to see how this provides business opportunities. Are there any efforts
from the feds on this kind of job training? Parks could potentially be a laboratory for training
and pilot projects. We have to change from doing things the old fashioned way.Answer: We
don’t do a lot of that at Dept of Interior, but we should partner with Dept of Labor. Green jobs
has been a focus of the Administration, but it’s been more green/renewable energy. But this is
important point. Climate change is the elephant in the room in many issues. Conservation is
complicated greatly by climate change — all being affected by cc. One important lesson of cc is
that natural landscapes have a hugely important role in cc. Land resources are critically
important carbon sinks. At DOI we are close to having a scientific approach to calculating carbon
storage. Some day we’ll have a cap on carbon and an economic value to that.

We've been very successful at protecting rural landscapes, but we realized we weren’t serving
urban communities so we established community gardens and they needed funding. We had to
cobble together funding from many partners and grants and state agencies and many stepped up
to fund this. It was encouraging how many people supported this, but this process could be
streamlined. We shouldn’t have had to reinvent the wheel finding funding sources for this kind
of project. At the federal level could there be ways to streamline this? Answer: Department of
Agriculture would be a logical source. It’s a great idea. Land Trust is great example of how to
share resources and partner.



Discussion Question 3

Kissimmee, FL

have employment opportunities for young people in the outdoors, like the old CCC....easily
accessible areas....connected recreation opportunities....more play grounds and parks

need requirements that with each new development builders must leave open space, build parks,
pools....schools should provide pools, recreation opportunities

have the President walk the walk, he should go camping
find a way to break the computer connection

give class credits for working or volunteering in the outdoors....physical education classes that
require kids be outdoors.... engage kids at a younger age....show parents that the outdoors is OK
(they won't be eaten by a bear)....

Biggest challenge for achieving conservation goals is trying to balance the built environment with
conservation. State buys lands for conservation and as the economy tanked, there became a
huge opportunity for governments to buy lands. But what happened was that Florida cut out the
Florida Forever land buying program to balance the state budget. Obstacle is making state
legislators understand that conservation is important and now is the time to buy land. Second
obstacle is when we buy conservation land and human recreation is the first thing that is allowed
on the refuge/park. Before allowing recreation, need to study carrying capacity for animals, etc,
before deciding to open to recreation. Need to do scientific study to determine if the animals
will be impacted by the human use, especially consumptive use of wildlife/fish resources. Not
getting answers from the agencies about impacts. Let flora and fauna survive first, and then
consider if recreation is compatible. Need to keep ORV and Jeeps out of conservation land.
There are Jeep people that stay on trail, but once someone goes off, then you have everyone else
follows. When managing conservation lands, government needs to consider recreation vs
protection.

A hotline for the public to report apparent counter-productive efforts by the federal
government. We restore part of the watershed with federal money, while spending money to
develop land in the watershed. The developers claim that overlays are not a Development of
Regional Impact (DRI), but create a sustainable community.

We have an economic model in Florida where construction fuels our economy. Need to change
this model or else we will over develop the state. Highest foreclosure rate in the US, yet we are
still proposing to build ten of thousands of unneeded houses. We need more aggressive

oversight from Federals for land use planning in the earliest stages of planning at the local level.
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Kissimmee, FL (cont.)

Heartland Expressway is proposed with all the ranchers impacted supporting this massive project
through the central part of the state. Federal government gave these ranchers 93 million dollars
to protect 26,000 acres (WRP), yet the Heartland Expressway is proposed in the same area.
Ranchers are planning to make money from development and make money from the
conservation easements

But development will still occur in this area where the WRP easements (26,000 acres) are going.
Ten individuals (large private landowners) will make a decision for millions of people (with regard
to developing a large undeveloped and environmentally sensitive area). Government biologists
from Dept of Environmental Protection and FL Fish and Wildlife Commission are forced to back
down on decisions by their bosses. Federal govt needs to come in with outside, objective view
and take a look at all sides of the issue, and then make a decision. We can’t fight it ourselves all
the time. No way for private people to easily conserve their land. Need a government to come
in and offer economic reason to conserve land through easements for private property. This will
protect it into the future

Need to have federal government help the various public groups/individuals to get involved with
local planning of developments

Do not need additional development in areas where there is a high level of approved/permitted
development already on the books. Federal government needs to lead this mandate to develop
a new economic model where construction and development do not fuel the economy. This is
one of the most important ideas to get to the president.

Tools: partnerships work very well. Migratory species — we need tools that work for these
species. Prairie potholes is where many of our migratory birds come from. This area is facing a
lot of change, especially the changes caused by ethanol use. Ducks Unlimited would like to see
more tools like the Federal Duck Stamp to put more land under protection. Since 1932 duck
stamps have protected 5.2 million acres. Buy more duck stamps to save more lands. This tool
helps this area because it protects the area where ducks breed in the prairie pothole area,
consequently, more ducks are protected and return to Florida.

Keep the promise to fully fund the Land and Water Conservation Fund. This program has the
ability to allow all Americans access to public lands for outdoor recreation for many years to
come. Help landowners, farmers, and ranchers use their land for conservation purposes, by
funding already exisitng conservation programs in the Interior Dept and U.S.D.A.through the
Farm Bill programs. Increase not only land acquistion for federal and state lands (nations parks,
refuges, state forests, etc.) but also adequately fund the operations and maintenance of these
lands.

mandate Environmental Education in schools!
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Kissimmee, FL (cont.)

Fed. State/ LE seizure costs — usually invested in equipment after crime has been committee.
How about 50% be set aside for more education and engagement in the environment. Thought
processes have been in place so long. Does Pres. Obama change this? Not a grassroots effort yet.
But could be. Thank you, drug lords.

not only full funding of LWCF, but maintaining full funding for state program for land acquisition.
Take incarcerated folks and put them to work - have Federal Gov. use this program.

We could not do it without partnerships - need more incentives for private landowners - tax
credits.

it all goes back to funding. IF you build it, they will come. FWCC already has the 6 youth centers,
so just need funding to get them up and running.

President put $40 million towards AGO this in April 2010.

There are a lot of good models out there for partnerships for providing trails, for example. Look
at these with private partnerships with Fed Gov. that involve the public to be stewards of their
public lands. More than just trails. Agencies — look to further existing partnerships and develop
new ones to get the kids out. Need to come out with their families and organized groups.

that is the strength of the Federal government — providing great materials.

maybe Fed. Gov. doesn’t need to create new youth program. Maybe Federal government should
support existing state and local programs.

The Florida Trail partners with the agencies. IF there were resources so we could more
effectively partner, those are the types of opportunities that the Federal agencies could get
involved in overseeing the funding at some level. Federal agencies are not in delivery system.
Local agencies are in the delivery system. Fund what works. Way too few Federal agencies to get
it done.

For example, you (USFWS) could fund Environmental Education center at the refuge, we could
bring the Boy Scouts down there if there was funding to lead activities and coordinate projects.

$900 million for LWCF was real money then — it’s not now.

want this is the FY 12 budget to support America’s Great Outdoors and the President needs to
make it an agency budget priority. We all know where the rubber meets the road.
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Kissimmee, FL (cont.)

Manley Fuller — several years ago, Gov. Crist established “Serve to Preserve” and the idea was to
link retired people with volunteer opportunities outdoors. Not sure where this is today. Texas
similar program. Look and see what different states have done, what would be compatible for
this activity.

we really want the LWCF to get full funding for: 1)significant acquisition of land for the St. Marks
NWR — we have willing sellers and anxious to sell and will help Gulf ecosystem ; 2) great
opportunities for the Florida Panther NWR — willing sellers and expansion in existing conservation
corridors; 3) connect corridors for Florida Trail, as well as bears and panthers — all provide great
recreational opportunities. Florida has made advances in building conservation linkages.
Kissimmee Valley opportunities with TNC are out there .

where there is state and local government. Willing to help, should be incentive to get Federal S.
Should be favored over those who do not have local support.

same applies to National Forests, campgrounds. Bring back the CCC or YCC and restore these
places.

—there is a tendency to put $ for an impressive facility and it’s a big too-do. But follow-up
maintenance funds don’t seem to be there. Big deal 20 years ago, but now Fed. Gov. can’t
support. Need to figure out what you need for the public, and maintain it.

an example that this work force (inmates) would be good for — we have tremendous
exotic/invasive problems and inmates could be doing this work.

— USFS earn some income from direct harvesting and should we look at whether they sell these
leases too cheaply. Alaska — cutting down magnificent sitka spruce and shipping them to Japan.

would be good to hear from ranchers that don’t want lands split up, so should have tax breaks for
large landowners. Sen . Baucus has had tax legislation for permanent conservation for a long
time. Rationale is conservation easements will provide other public services — groundwater
recharge, etc.

got to get points on the board. I've been impressed with the level of what | believe is increased
Fed. Gov. activity on Everglades restoration. Million of problems to deal with, but action has
begun. Did the Tamiami Bridge — that’s a start, but it’s an example. This stuff needs to be totally
non-partisan. Shouldn’t matter if you’re are a Republican or Democrat, should be non-partisan.

met with (name deleted) in FWS/WO in July and others and was talking about 600,000 acres
coastal conservation areas, which should help save S. Sell this as an investment. President needs
to look at existing programs and look for duplication and not just saying, we need this much more
money. Consolidate programs. This should not be partisan. More efficient. Cooked the program
down and will partner more with the states, who will partner more with local communities.
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Kissimmee, FL (cont.)

part of the theme from DVD was to get kids involved. Best thing would be for kids to sell kids
about the outdoors. Need kids to be more vocal. Show some pride and knowledge that all
snakes are not poisonous — kids — all ages, involved. Need them to be ambassadors for
conservation and recreation. We can lecture them forever, but get one of those kids (like our
speaker) and you get our next generation.

several years ago, heard this comment about teachers and their load. The teachers at Circle B
Bar have designed a curriculum to fulfill FCAT as well as support outdoor exposure. If people take
the time to work this out correctly, should improve. Federal Government maybe needs to help
field trip funding.

Federal Government needs to help with field trip funding.

Fed. Gov. has tremendous responsibility to take care of NPs. Everglades NP —first thing that
strikes you is damage from hurricanes that has never been repaired. We are not taking care of
physical plant of one of our “crown jewels.” Foreign visitors ask locals what is going on? Not a
state responsibility.

We will all try to work better together and make recommendations to President. A budget
section will come out of this and will help prioritize resources. Need full funding for land and
conservation and the President needs to get behind it. Maybe some new things may come out
of this.

ake all teachers take/know/use environmental education curriculum. Require environment
education and take kids outside.

Provide monetary incentive to schools that provide viable EE outside programs.

Money incetives to schools with environmental education programs. Not millions of dollars, but
some to pay for their outdoor science programs.

Mandatory from federal govt to have environmental education programs in schools.

Great example of program: Pelican Elem School kids raised money for Florida Scrub Jay habitat

and the govt matched. Grant programs to match schools help buy habitat near schools add trails
etc.

Use/promote volunteers groups give grants to share outdoors with youth.

Look to organizations to help get kids into outdoors; like 4h program. Go back look at org that
prove help make change , provide more funds .
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Kissimmee, FL (cont.)

Pay more rangers to conduct environmental education lesson and get kids outdoors.
Government owns manages 1/3 land in FL is public for conservation. Group conservation and
recreational activities together and get funding from private sources.

Expand the Panther NWR expand recreation.

Buy lands now when prices are good.

Fund Panather refuge coordior make sure we complete what we start. Panther is a listed species
and we need to contect corridores.

Buy more land for conservation get kids out, building inside cities so accessible inside city.

When was the last time Federal government created new refuges? Dot new refuges through out
state put more out, this will create more jobs, more sites around for people to go. Keep doing it
Buy lands along Wayka river basin and make more accessible to schools in Orlando area

Need to provide field trips in schools,but not enough money. There is a fear of nature, media

puts out all negative news.

Achieve funding, this is the key. Get lands that complete connections of green lands. Cut
through bureaucracy. Mini-grants for schools to transport kids to natures and feel safe.

Land has private liability issues, help private provide with liability issues.

Mini-grants needed to go to schools and local orgs to fund projects. This will help to make it
(projects) happen quickly.

Fund YCC and Americorps programs. This is key to connecting youth into nature.

Must fund Gulf of Mexico Be Wet programs. Can reach more kids quickly.

Not enough young gerenation in agencys. Need college students more opportunities to speak
and give feedback within agency.
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Kissimmee, FL (cont.)

generation see x-games on tv. Can government embrace extreme sports and bridge what they
see on tv? Embrace and market outdoors on tv. Embrace and promote together.

Manadate local No Child Left Inside Act with (Dept Of Education) to get kids outside more.

Mandate Environment Education in schools, make requirement in schools. Make EE programs in
school REQUIREMENT.

Need more federal funds.

An example of what not to do with money, Core Of Engineers (COE) Cornel needs to be in the
position for more than two years, they move faster than we can educate them. Lengthen the
tenure of the Coronel at the COE.

Feds need to start prioritizing the regulatory program.
Fully fund the LWCF, Provide leveraging for the states.
Create additional incentives to create private corporations.

Need more grants for land acquisition, conservation and the management, an example the land
acquisition of Collier County panther refuge plus 20,000 in Henry County. Re-Introduce pond
apple and other restoration efforts, better control invasive, and publ

Environmental Education cut backs will cause us to lose youth, need to mandate environment
education K-12

Prioritize policy objectives, initiatives, could use some legislative work on clean water and
threatened endangers species act.

NCRS requires state conservation agencies to set aside equip dollars which provides cost share
money for water management service to retain water management, that requirement was not
favorably implemented and may or may not see the funding, second issue w

Federal Government needs to be more flexible and adaptable to deal with the unique Florida
ecosystem.

State and Local government lack of common sense, act faster to spend the money, act faster
rather than letting the legal morass inhibit conservation and restoration efforts.
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Kissimmee, FL (cont.)

Let the local government manage programs, not looking for federal government to take over.
construction of the skyway to maintain the water trail through the Taimiami Trail.

funding and more realistic priorities. If US Govt is going to restore Everglades that includes US
Sugar.

government is not good steward of the land. Conservation easements were a better partnership.
Instead of buying land-like wetlands mitigation bank. Kept in panther habitat and gave private
land owner benefits. More creative opportunities. Involve not spending so much tax dollars,
cared for by someone else.

many situations where we need to purchase the land, not just conservation easement. Federal
government can manage the land. Both are necessary. More federal funding might be needed.

rescind expansion of off shore oil drilling within 30 miles of Dry Tortogas. USFWS critical habitat
for the florida panther

The most critical need is a ban on drilling. Wipe out fishing, tourism, industry. Sooner we
excelerate moving to alternative energy. Wipe out security problems, million other ways to
produce energy. Cheaper to give money to USDA to give incentivizes to farmers to grow energy
cane or switch grass and build plants. Infrastructure is not there and the market will not put it
there are long as we are still drilling for oil.

Federal government action on fertilizers and pesticides on my yard. Need to teach Florida
heritage, land conservation, ecosystems, make it required to be better educated about Florida.

Fully fund Land and Water Conservation Fund

general management plans —climate change should be addressed as how it effects those areas of
land.

cutting funding on these outdoor activities-need to have them to have PE. Federal government
needs to chime in. Put a school next to a park so they partner and combine the two to work
together.

Up the standard of education

Administration needs to step in where necessary especially Everglades Restoration-stop bad
projects that the Army Corp builds. EPA had opportunity to step in Miami Dade County and they
didn’t.



Discussion Question 3

Kissimmee, FL (cont.)

believe the experts and take action. Lot of people damage the environment-need to slow it down
at every opportunity. President can tell everyone to go outside-more promotion.

Use the Florida Forever program as a model for an America Forever Program.
Continue the Youth Initiative initiated in 2010 by the Bureau of Land Management.

A cohesive program that all Americans can buy into, fully funded, working with non-profits and
other organizations to leverage funds. A national volunteer program with incentives.

Television commercials can have a national template plus local information to air at the local
level.

Department of Education assist with funding field trips to outdoor classroom areas.

Use the Disney “Volunteer for a Day” model on the national level. Free/reduced admission to
national parks, tax incentives, etc.

Renew the Civilian Conservation Corps.
Enact numeric nutrient loading criteria for all water bodies.

Financial assistance programs to private landowners that operate recreation businesses and
properties. Assistance with liability coverage for landowners that provide outdoor recreational
opportunities.

Allow publicly owned to participate in easement and restoration programs such as WRP.

Revamp the inheritance tax so people don’t have to sell land due to pay taxes. Debt for Nature.
Liaison positions to assist landowners navigate the variety of programs and paperwork.

The federal government needs to work with other agencies and build on the work private
ranchers are doing, they need to see the full picture.

| signed up for wetland preserve program earlier and | was assure it would not pan out that way, |
felt that | could not trust the government and didn’t want a perpetual easement because | did
not trust the government, that is a challenge. A big challenge government has is that they need
to be a trusted partnership to work with ranchers.
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Kissimmee, FL (cont.)

What works are grants that help coastal communities so people can bring their kids out. Federal
government can help fund some of these type programs

The government should live by example, rebuild urban area, so people can stay there and not
start building in suburban areas. A lot of public lands are fragmented; they may need to build
wildlife underpasses, bike trails, etc.

The idea of best practices is a great idea to have a central place where people can find things. If
the feds could work on that across the board there would be better sharing of info.

When we were kids, there was the President’s Physical Fitness program. The president needs to
come up with a national conservation agenda.

All schools must be concerned with conservation and the president needs to talk about it on a
regular basis. If he does not talk about it, the county will forget.

The federal could provide great maps to schools. Kids love maps, they would be a great tool.

The federal government could provide support in talking to the Dept of Education. The FCAT
stops kids from doing anything but preparing FCAT. Other organizations are having to help out.
Fishing funds go to help school kids and | would like federal funds to match so we could get more
money for education.

No one wants to go anywhere that they can’t wash hands, go to bathroom, or get water, people
are afraid of nature.

FWC does pretty hard core work with its volunteers. An issue that we come up with is
incomplete acquisitions with property still in private ownership. It makes it very difficult to
manage the property and the bigger problem is they can’t do prescribed burns. Agencies and
non profits need to complete their acquisition projects. When you’re out there working, you
can’t tell what is publically owned and what’s not

Federal funding to implement what we know what works — 1) expansion of FL Panther NWR, 2)
protect water programs of the Kissimmee Valley and work with cattle ranchers to conserve
water. There exists fear on behalf of landowners that by making their property attractive to
endangered species that they would be hampering their ranching management. Need to have
working partnerships with ranchers and government to conserve wildlife and habitat and restore
water for Everglades habitat.

Intergovernmental regulations on manatees. Local USFWS staff make their own regulations and
create inconsistencies. There needs to be an understanding of realities of microenvironment vs
government making broad regulations.
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Lead by example. If the President would do things outside he could help get others involved
because people emulate our leaders. Most people who go outdoors are hunters and fishers and
white which equates to 20%. President Obama could help make minorities more comfortable
with the outdoors if he spends time outdoors.

Be more cooperative with state and local agencies. Trail issues exist. Not enough deer and hogs
in Everglades and we are losing food sources for panthers.

Land conservation is important. Regulations come down. Reality creates impediments to
access. For example, they are closing roads in national forests. We have a car based society and
road closures are creating barriers to access. Takes many miles to get there and there are safety
issues to deal with. We are good at conserving, but at the same time, we are impeding access.
Road closures are bad for wildlife too. Roads provide good habitat for wildlife.

Youth Conservation Corps. Federal government should have more of a role in bringing back the
YCC and getting people back out into the resource.

There is a lack of role models for minority groups. TV role models are mainly Anglo Saxon
American. Latino population and women are minorities. Use social science to connect with
minority groups. What do they expect from us in conservation? Find baseline data on where we
are and make decisions based on science to understand the demographic.

Need more funding, but instead there is reduced access.

We need a New Deal with the Economic Recovery Effort. Recreate a National Conservation Corp
by the Obama Administration. Make it a $100 billion dollar national conservation work program
building visitor centers, maintaining facilities. This should be part of the economic recovery plan.

Create business partnerships. Business partners help support the program. Get partners
involved that are going to have direct benefit. Increase budgets but do creative funding with tax
credits and other incentives. Expand Pittman-Robertson Act, in which sporting goods, and
hunting and fishing license fees go back to states.

Environmental Protection Agency should stop all lead based ammunition. They did it for duck
hunting but stopped there.
AGO Listening Sessions need to be publicized more to get more people behind it.

Recommend more access and availability - that could make the difference.

instead of one 10,000 acre place make 10 - 1,000 acre places.
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how about making the outdoors an educational priority?

After elementary school, don’t hear much about environment, etc. Might have a recycling club.
Not stressed.

environmental ethics — tie it together with all connections. What are consequences.

Using recycling bins is first step. But needs to be followed up.

steps to regulate exotic species



Discussion Question 3

Respect nation to nation talks- each nation has own respect for the land and interests for
sustainable land and state laws often diminish the rights of people so government needs to
respect native treaties and acts- land is often striped from underneath the natives feet and it is
slowly going away.

Executive order to protect the wetlands next to the University
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Los Angeles, CA

We need a national resourced Area designated to include the San Gabriel Mountains URBAN
River Corridors. To achieve this, | strongly believe that the Emerald Necklace will be able to
transform the densely gray and urbanized San Gabriel Valley Region into a vibrant green
landscape. The Interconnectivity of parks and trails have the ability to improve communties and
will give residennts greater accessibility to local and regional resources. Here are the many
benefits the Emerald Necklace can bring to the San Gabriel Valley: it will bring green
infrastructure jobs to local communities (water resource protection, urban forestry, sustainable
landscaping careers) Emerald Necklace can be a valuable public asset it serves as a public park
space and many youth adolescents in the San Gabriel Valley, It will help expand and preserve
natural habitats and wildlife, It will alos establish a more efficient transportation corridor for
humans and native animals. Connecting with the San Gabriel Mtns. to the beach via natural and
urbanized waterways. We have the following support: 25 cities, 3 HOAs, 3 school districts, 1
environmental group, 1 trail group, 1 state conservancy group and 1 county board of supervisors

Bicycles: Green transportation: Benefits of cycling are enormous. Healthy, less consumption of
oil. Reallocate space for bikes in LA. Not taking away but sharing roads with Bikes. Increase 3%
for Transportation bill to exten bike trails. Provisions to include bikes, give space, National
complete Street Policy.

Allow the USACE to use credit and funding from different funding sources to be used on the same
projects ei: Flood control vs. ecosystem restoration. The USACE prioritizes projects in partona $
per acre criteria. Due to the cost of urban development this puts urban projects at a
disadvantage compared to projects in areas where land is less available. The USACE typically
requires a 35% total match which does not allow the match to be met from aonther federal
funding sources. This local match requirement should be modified to facilitate colloboration
between federal agencies. Funding for land acquisition shoudl be available. Increase funding for
the Land Water Conservation Fund for urban projects.

Please allow more funding for outdoor eduation for children. Currently grant shave been hard to
come by in California. | know first lad Michelle Obama has made it her goal to decrease
childhood obesity. In Santa Clarita, CA our loca Ommunity Hiking Club has inlcuded inner-city
children who have never seen some of our local praks. We could solve obesity nationwide & also
address the lack of our youth deciding to focus on science & math academics. Encourage the
youth to be excited about nature & treasure the landscape, wildlife, and surrounding beauties.
Also, | know we need to all come together. | personally would love to be a park ranger with CA
State Parks, however the money has been funding projects of OHV use. Please allocate funding
to interpretive programs with all prakes. Ther are many parks you visit where there is no soul in
sight to answer visitor questions. Please allow people to have an opportunity to share our
knowledge to the next generation and families. Thank you for your support.
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Los Angeles, CA (cont.)

Challenges: Getting all of every groups ideas and efforts coordinated (shen possible) and
eomminicated well. The sharing of information is a key! If we can work with toher groups that
we didn't know about before, we may help each other solve some of our own challenges. Get the
kids ouside!!! if they are in school all day, they think (are taught) that it is normal existance. What
works? Get kids outside!!! Not only will they enjoy it but they will want to retun outside. Getting
thme out and involved also will create a new generation of concerned activie citizens. 3) Federal
Government Role: Require cooperations that have land leases on public land, to give bakc in a
way that benefits the public (in the long term). Repair the damage caused, not take us out for a
Latte! 4) Tools: Funding of course!! But getting the funding to each groups pet project isn't
feasible so get into the schools to get the kids involved, have them go on field trips and camp
outs and "day projects" to work on some of these grass roots organizations. They want to get
their hands dirty.

Scale of Parks: Redefine Park system. Fund Non Point Source for Urban Park system. Devlopers
should incorporate Parks, maintenance of parks is an issue. Maintanance for parks.

Landscape Architect: JPA-Joint Power Authority, we have in CA. A way to facilitate Government.
JPA can't access funding, compromise the mission. Don put transportation in the open bill spaces-
Empowerment zone % of land used for kind of open space. Need to expand, bike pads, bike
paths, usage of combining trails not a good idea.

Public trail use has fallen off. Please preserve the historic hiking/equestrian trails without any
vehicular users. "Multi-use" concept of stuffing all users on the same trail has had a negative
effect on trail use. When wheeled vehicles are added to trails, traditional uses abandon the trails
due to safety and guilty life issues. Bikes and ORVs need their own separate areas. Moutain
Biking is an extreme sport and does not belon on trails with slower moving traditional users.

Engage the individual: sustainalbe landscape@home/local activities neighborhood parks 2)
Redirect current funding away from "old" thinking projects like expanding mass transit, rail
systems. Will work to alleviate port traffic our of the LA urban area. Rail the cargo-expand the
metro rail for commuters. Look to other urban areas for creative solutions to urban sprawl and
pubic transportation.

Create funding sources for multi-benefit projects and funding sources for urban parks in low-
income urban areas.

Increase and fund urban park programs in the National Park Service. Funding showed prioritize
low-income urban areas.
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No Child Left Behind" in taking away opportunities for children to learn in their classrooms about
environmental issues. There needs to be a federal mandate that would require students to have
environment/conservation training including hands on, field trips, community service, to visit
wild spaces, mountains, beachers, deserts, parks. Environmental Science camps should be a
regular part of curriculum, once in elementary once in middle schook, once in hgih school.
Working on an environmental project and reporting on it should be requirement for graduation.
Children need to be educated because they are going to carry on our passion. 2) Federal
Government needs to fully funds the land and water conservation fund. Have a common sense,
methodical plan for renewable energy that involves a variety of stakeholders. Plan renewable
energy closer to urban centers where it is needed most. Get developers to NOT BUILD or
develop - give them incentives to develop urban areas already built-rehab houses empty or up
for rent. Fund community gardens, school gardens-kids need to know where their food comes
from. More collaboration between grass roots agencies to work together-user friendly websites,
kids' sites, that they will want to go to learn about environmental issues. More youth
involvement.

Citizenship Classes and Civic Education: The values of nature, not polluting & being a prudent
user of resources are not universal values shared by all. There fore | suggest that in addition to
school curricula, adult immigrants should also be educated insead of memorizing the pledge of
allegiance, immigrants seeking citizenship should know conservation priniples, and more useful
and important aspects of citizenship and stewardship

| would like to see public lands remain open for multi use: Mt. Biking, Hiking, Off Highway Vehicle
Use, Legal use of vehicle access to back country. Much of the land is being closed at a high rate. |
would like to see that what is avaialble today to remain open for future generations. Also that
the federal government would not recognize ignore those who enjoy using motorized travel to
explore the public lands...

NPService: Fund Urban Park Program, Prioritize low-income areas, land water conservation fund
and increase funding for urban projects, school gardens and community gardens. NEPA/CEQA are
required allow CEQA to suffice for 2 reports, as CEQA is the more stringent and includes NEPA
requirements. Interagency Strategy Coordinate EPA, HUD, USDA, Task Force in LA

For future lisenting sessions, | think it would be very important to spend less time on
introductions and the move and more time on dialogue. It was very frustrating to me that most
of the time was spent on repeating comments that had nothing to do with discussing concret
problem solutions. | would ike to see greater emphasis on attention to and incentive for not
aonly community parks but also community gardens. | fee like gardens really address the
intersection of einvronmental and racial concerns. Community garden not only help support
cleaner air, soil, and water in Urban Aareas, they also support food security and community
security. In general an education and poliy it truly needs to be a greater emphasis on the
interconnectedness of racial concerns and environmental conservations.
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Hunters and Anglers have historically passed on their love of the outdoors to their children and
others-However today they find more and more restrictions on the areas where they may hunt
and fish. We need to make public lands public-Open them up to multiple use. Lack of access is
primary reason hunters and anglers stop participating in these traditional sports. We need to
provide grea or access to public land. Hunting and Angling grounds have many programs to
connect peopel to the Great Outdoors. The San Diego Chapter of the Safari club hosts youth
hunts interested youth hunt for the fun time each year. Continue to fund numerous
conservation programs through one of our fundraising.

Trash in Our Parks is a huge issue. We need more Park Rangers and Volunteers

As secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar mentioned early this afternoon, "Historic Preservation" is
part of telling America's story and getting people into the great outdoors". We need to embrace
our national as well as our historic and cultural resources as part of this initiative. A big challenge
to conserving our historic and cultural resources is the lack of full funding of the national historic
preservation fund, which is the sister fund to the land and water conservation fund this
gentleman in the audience just mentioned. The Federal govt can more effective by fully funding
the historic preservation fund and increasing the capacity of local agencies to preserve and
protect our historic sties through technical assistance and federal incentives

Work with NGOs, Land Water Conservation Plan we are very interested in what Mr. Salazar is
proposing on funding programs. How do we improve effectiveness of fund program. How do we
increase ceiling of program fund. Message to Fed Reps: Failure to look at local success stories,
Humbolt County resident, phone call to BLM-CA Office to know about successful stories OHV
Community, Road decommissioning-not exclude OHV Community.

Challenge: Involving DOT and local transit agencies in increasingly the amount of bikeways and
their safety in urban areas. The Federal Government could be ore effective by changing some of
their procurement processes to allow organizations to work with the Federal Government to
implement programs (rather than implementing it themselves)

Please help students and families reach us (nature preserves). As an environmental educator in
20 years | have noticed a steady loss of both environmental literacy outdoor skills. Schools do
not have the funds for transportation and often they cannot take the time to participate in field
study programs due to testing and other educational mandates. | encourage a Govt. emphasis on
the funds for environmental education and funds for field trips.



Discussion Question 3

Los Angeles, CA (cont.)

Challenges-support for responsive renewable energy development in the CA desert. It needs to
happen on private disturbed lands closer to urban load centers, NOT in the treasured, pristine,
untouched public lands in the core of the Mojave Desert. 2) The Federal Gov't needs to take the
pressure off the BLM public lands in the CA Desert for renewable energy development by looking
at ways to make it easy for cities and counties to have slolar/wind development on private
distrubed lands&solar panels on commercial buildings. 3) Fully fund LWCF and AB811 program
funding 4) Whats working: Private, local, non-profit land trusts. We are able to purchase &
protect & then manage large landscape level chunks of land that the federal gov't doesn't have
the tools/resources to save. We (TWC) through private donations and grants are able to save
critical habitat "islands" between already protected lands National Parks to protect ecological
corridors so we dont end with islands of biodiversity and unhealthy ecosystems. Help us to get
funding so we can continue our jobs & mission. (ie: UCF stakeholders in federal process,

Glorbal Action Research-Pro: Huge grant awarded to address water pollution to UCSD. We must
look at watersheds. | am coordinating a bike ride from Vancouver, Canada to Tijuana to promote
sustainability ideas and connections. Watershed Urban Research! Go with it!

Federal Govt: Needs to support new technologies to sustain communities and therefore result in
less impacts to nearby open space and water courses. Example: Drinking water from sewer
water, potable reclaimed water for local communities means less water drained from sensitive
ecosystems. Fed education: olicy madating environmental awareness and literacy for school age
students and training for teachers. Federal Govt: needs to continue to seek respect from
multicultural leadership groups that may have different perspective of outdoor space and used
them as ambassadors use them to open space to their constituents

High Desert multiple use-Drove to be part of this lisenting session process. Others have not
forgotten, should not be forgotten -OHV/Wilderness/Equestrian users. Mortorized sports, local
astronomy club need access. Land Management-over 25 years. Now they want a Solar Plant for
Ridge Crest? Don't Want It!!! Will use too much water to provide energy for LA! When does it
stop!!

Solar Desert issue: Build Coalition, wilderness, recreational groups-52921 provides to stake
holders. Heritage of story telling, use websites to disburse.



Discussion Question 3

Los Angeles, CA (cont.)

In order to ensure that the connections we help people make to the outdoors are lifelong and life-
changing education must be a core component of how we make that connection. Getting youth
out to our National Parks as part of residential environmental education programs, such as
nature bridge field science programs will build a gnerating of enviromental stewards who will
make responsible decisions and take actions to protect and preserve our environment. The
connections to nature young people make through residential environmental education
programs such as NatureBridge Field Science Programs often light a spark in students the aturn
inot a lasting love of the outdoors and lifelong stewardship. The Federal Governement should
work to spur growth of NatureBridge and similar programs to increase the scale of these
programs and number of youth that they reach. Invest dollars and resources. The Federal Govt:
could be more effective partner by having more flexibility in the kinds of partners it works with
and should work to remove obstacles to partnership or growth or partnership for nonprofit
organizations. Provide resources to nonprofit partners to allow them to house and educate
students in national parks.

1) Stop closing land to people who wish to use the trails and roads 2) Less Federal involvement 3)
Cutting the Fed. Gov't 4) Tools-Chain Gangs use to work Fed trails and lands.

Need assistance from federal gov’t integrating curriculum and physical education standards so
teachers can justify getting children outdoors in parks and exposed to nature. Need outdoor
education programs

People are interested in recreation. Laws focus more on conservation. Regulatory focus should
include motorized vehicle access. People need off pavement access — fishermen, off road vehicle
enthusiasts. These type of people are often stigmatized. Many are willing to volunteer. These
folks are a large untapped resource. They feel that some gov’'t employees are hostile. The federal
gov’t should allow more back country access to unpaved road systems and existing systems
should be allowed to continue. Such roads can also be used by bicyclists and pedestrians.

Trash in public areas is horrendous. Hopes teachers and others taking children outdoors will
teach them not to leave trash. Fires — wants to know who is responsible for fires. How many
millions of dollars does the USFS spend on predator control? Feels that predator control only
benefits ranchers. The money could be better used, especially when we are talking about getting
children outdoors.

National parks are a tremendous success. They have a great program for hiring college interns.
She has been involved in examining a renewable energy initiative in the Mojave Desert. The
desert is a tremendous biodiversity hotspot. Renewable energy could ruin it. Build renewable
energy projects in brownfields. Federal gov’t intervention is needed.

The room for listening session does not reflect the Los Angeles population. Get more inner city
people.



Discussion Question 3

Los Angeles, CA (cont.)

Transitioning now. Wants to know if there is place to call to learn how to partner with others in
the future. Suggested a hotline to answer questions like where to get money, who to partner
with. It would be a very good tool.

The Station Fire consumed forest and funds. Parts of the forest are closed for an indefinite time.
They have an office in lower Azusa. Their office helps guide visitors — more than a million per
year. The forest is severely underfunded. More visitors per year than Yosemite.

Would like to see more federal funds reallocated to recreation.

Works with LA Mayor’s million tree program. Link kids to nature by turning concrete in front of
their homes into trees. She talked about urban forests. She related a story about a young man
who didn’t conform to neighborhood mores. Neighbors worked together to plant trees. They
included the nonconforming young man who became part of neighborhood. The experience
changed the dynamic of the neighborhood. Tree planting helps connect and reconnect people. It
is good for kids that can’t get to parks. They need money for the maintenance of trees. Could
employ kids if there is money — from federal gov’t? Urban forestry is too expendable in public
budgets.

Challenges/what works. Provide money for internships for college students to do more stream
restoration and outdoor work.

Long Beach, working with the feds to bring back waves to the beach. Working with ACOE will
take ten years. Need feds to get more streamlined and get projects done quickly.

Feds have money and we need them to help with preserving land (such as in Idaho, Alaska, etc).

Feds good at counting and collecting data on air and water quality. Difficult to access this info.
Feds need to share info more, be more open and transparent. How can the federal government
work with the private sector to make this info available.

"One size fits all" Regulations do not work. Trial management on trails not working. Litigation
doesn't work.

Feds need to do better at coordinating . Bureau of Health Statistics = National Parks.
LA Basin has poor public transportation- Federal government has a role to play in helping solve
the transportation issue. In LA National Heritage River under Clinton should be restored.

Use Clean Air Act as a tool. Air is not cleaner just because visibility is better. Deal with shipping
industrials (bunker fuel, rail roads using diesel fuels) Government can address these not locals.



Discussion Question 3

Los Angeles, CA (cont.)

LA transportation center: Largest piece of real-estate in the central city. Piggy back yard study.
Huge opportunity for looking at parkland for flood control. e Missing piece of conversation is
role of railroads. How can we work with railroads? How can the Dept. of Transpo. work as a park
agency? e Example: The 6th st Bridge replacement. Dept. of Transpo gave LA $200M to rebuild
the iconic bridge. Should have a design competition to have an iconic new bridge for aesthetics.
Dept. of Transpo is not geared toward dealing with aesthetics. EPA and Dept. of Transpo need to
work more closely.

Lack of integration in agencies for offstream amenities. Risk management vs. recreation needs.
Recreation and access opportunities are not recognized by federal partners as a mission because
of risk issues. Need to provide a method to allow for outdoor experience and accept risk at the
same time. ACOE does not have money to provide for recreation near the flood control
projects. Federal agencies need to look at watershed management approaches. ACOE does not
have granting authority or the authority to enter into agreements with local jurisdictions for
maintenance agreements/joint powers of agreement to allow their projects to provide access
and recreation beyond flood control.

Whitewater Preserve/Palm Springs Public cannot access lower portion of the Whitewater River
% of the year because of fire closure. e Federal Role: No staffing is available by the BLM, so no
public access. Upper part is staffed by the Wildlands Conservancy. Lower part should be staffed
by BLM. e Challenge: Spent > $40M to partner with Feds to purchase 650K acres in the Mojave
and gave it back to the Feds for preservation. The same land is now under threat of
development. CA Desert Protection Act is supported by the WC. We need to protect lands first
before we can restore them. e Tools: Push for solar energy in the desert. Legislation brought
different stakeholders together for protecting the Mojave Desert. CDPA 2010.

Tools/Fed Role: Need more maps and kiosks for responsible OHV operators to see where to go.
Federal Role: Need to give a higher tax break for personal use vehicles for volunteers rather than
the current. $0.14/mile!

better safety standards and regulation

make EE part of the curriculum

advertise parks and make them accessible (media)

more information about parks
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Los Angeles, CA (cont.)

Park

Shuttles should go to schools, shuttles shut down due to lack of use

Handicap accessibility

Stated permitting process is a challenge, gave Yosemite as an example.

give states tax breaks to donate land, funding is a challenge.

Natl Parks work in system contracts; and that brings legal issues and potential for partnerships to

solve the issue.

rivers, for planning purposes, need to be expanded to watersheds. Our nation’s shoreline
dialogue needs to be expanded to protect our environments.

move funding support to the colleges. They’ll put it to good use.

we need an accurate grant program.

interagency cooperation - should include science with physiological impacts.

Angeles National Forest should be made into a National Park.

bird species in LA County can be better protected with a urban wildlife refuge system.

the Army Corps of Engineers role in river navigation (LA River) needs help, especially integration
(reform the Corps movement).

national monument status can bring added protection.

Trail loss is eminent, improve trail maintenance program.



Discussion Question 3

Los Angeles, CA (cont.)

the federal role should be to help other outdoor agencies tackle issues (partner for solutions).
the federal role should be to speed up the NEPA/CEQA environmental compliance process

LA National Park is a good idea, protect the Santa Monica Mountains, and added: river trails
powers the people.

river project, enforcement of clean water act, and our focus should be on maintain, restore, and
enforce to protect open space for future generations.



Discussion Question 3

Minneapolis, MN

| would encourage president Obama to lead the example of his wife who has encouraged
gardening, healthy eating, getting outdoors. If the president invited people out with him that
would encourage people to go out too. They need a role model and he could be that role model.

What if we encouraged each elected official to go out to a park?

| am an environmental educator, schooled a few years after Earth Day. Today my alma mater,
Cornell University, no longer offers an environmental education major. Even as we as a society
face global warming and the destruction of the Gulf ecosystem, there is no environmental
education program offered at one of America’s top schools. | believe the major problem in
connecting people to the outdoors is education of citizens. It will be crucial to affirm universities
in offering environmental education majors. Because this field crosses academic disciplines in an
effort to problem solve, it does not attract research money which continues to fund academic
institutions. Yet this field is vital to the 21st century. Funding from the Federal Government is
imperative to support this academic discipline.

Last fall, | accompanied a flotilla of canoes filled with urban junior high students down the
Mississippi River with the non-profit organization Wilderness Inquiry. This was part of their
UWCA (Urban Wilderness Canoe Adventures) program. Most of the students had never been on
a boat on any river, let alone the Mississippi River in their backyards. Creating and supporting
programs such as these which create an outdoor comfort level for students is a role of the
Federal Government.

| believe that environmental education needs to be the focus for this nation immediately. The
environment lies waiting; we need people to encourage others to come out to enjoy these free
treasures. At the same time, the traditional environmental education profession needs to be
upgraded. It needs to be infused not only with today’s electronics, but bolstered with excited
young people eager to bring the next generation into the outdoors. To do this, funding has to be
available at the college level for training future environmental educators. In this recession
especially, a program created by the Federal government and modeled after the Peace Corps
could help supply the teachers necessary to connect people to the outdoors by training current
graduates.

Federal funding needs to support nature centers to augment funding provided by city, county or
state. A grant program could be set up to allow for conservation/nature non-profit organizations
to apply for support of their existing local environmental education programs. This would create
a large ripple effect, as one teacher multiplies the experiences of many students.

The Federal government could simultaneously begin an advertisement program on TV and
through UTube videos showing the fun of being outside. We need to make it cool to be
outdoors. Reaching young people through their electronics may be successful. At the same time,
we need to fund the people who will provide the bridge to the environment for people.



Discussion Question 3

Missoula, MT

With the extreme beetle kill in our forests we need to allow logging and cleanup before the fires.
Montanans need to be employed -- keep jobs available for us.

We need land management -- don't close off the forests -- they won't be here for future
generations -- they will die out. There needs to be a balance -- all things in moderations. Thanks!

Beetle kill in our forests. Allow logging and cleanup. Keep jobs available for Montana workers.

Manage the land: don't just forget them. Make use of local resources and small groups available
in each community.

I'll be curious to see what this actually accomplishes -- No new Nat'l Monuments
The National Debt -- the Federal Government can not afford to do this.
Turn Federal lands in Montana over to State control.

| would like to comment that any change on public lands will need to involve Congress
traditionally Congressional representatives from Western States have been challenged to
advance meaningful conservation legislation. Because Congress hold (sic) the purse strings for
Federal land management agencies it is imperative that they act for the public interest. The other
reason Congress is necessary is that agency bureaucrats area not directly accountable to the
public as they are appointed not elected. If we as a nation are to take meaningful step towards
conservation we must make our agencies more accountable to the people and that must be done
through (?) Congress. Public land laws need to reflect the public's views and that means Congress
must be involved. | hope we can conserve America's public lands for future generations.

1) | believe the Federal governments (sic) need to consider local, rural Americans before
developing National Monuments. These individuals are some of the most connected to the
landscape and are already working to manage the land. Instead of supporting programs that
would take control away from these individuals, promote programs that provide incentives to
them for conservation. In my experience, locals are conservation minded but also need to
provide for themselves and their community. 2) Expand programs such as NRCS's Conservation
Innovation Grants program and make them more accessible to ranchers and landowners.

This is the first time I've attended such a meeting, but it surely got me thinking about these
challenges, so thank you for the opportunity. | felt it all went well.

The need to engage all children (K-12) in an understanding and appreciation of their natural
environment. Schools can be designed with environmental school yards for use by the students.



Discussion Question 3
Missoula, MT (cont.)

The federal withdrawal of natural resources that are vitally necessary to sustain the basic quality
of life in the U.S.A.

Enact legislation that holds those who challenge industry in court to pay their own legal fees and
to pay all costs when they lose in court. Loser, pay.

| am elated with the "know your farmer, know your food" -- type initiatives springing up all over
the nation. | would like to see programs as well that promote local natural resources. | am active
with a group called "Local Wood is Good" which is trying to promote use of locally harvested and
processed wood products. It would be neat if we could replicate efforts like this, modeled after
Know Your Farmer Know Your Food, around the country.

There must be a way to reduce use of fossil fuels that add greenhouse gases to the atmosphere --
best way is a carbon tax.

Climate change. Voluntary private land conservation incentives, such as making permanent the
enhanced federal tax benefits associated with conservation easements. Farm Bill, specifically the
Farm Ranch Protection Program.

Water quality is critical for healthy landscapes. Water quality is compromised by the 30,000+
miles of USFS roads in MT, about 1/3 of which are unmaintained, unneeded (sic), and unwanted.
The legacy road and trails initiative has been funded by Congress at 40, 50 and $90 million in the
past 3 years. Yet over $10 billion in uSFS road work is needed. Continue to fund the legacy road
and trial initiative and increase annual funding to $100 million.

What can Feds do: facilitate communities to make connections with conservation-based
organizations, provide opportunities to collaborate and work together and coordinate efforts
aimed at long-term sustainability.

America Highway Program: The signs of the adopted sections of the highway that are supposed
to be kept clean. | find that they are majorly neglected and wonder who is in charge of any sort of
accountability to those groups who have adopted these sections because if they are not held
accountable the sections should be given to someone else. Recycling: It should be made one of
the easiest processes available in every city/town. In most places the search for a recycling center
is long and when found, they tend to have so many restrictions. And although we are making
movements to conserve, there is a lot that has been wanted and recycling is the chance to make
up for that. Please help make it easier .

Encourage environmental and conservation cooperation between agencies and citizens -- FUND
restoration.

Provide or guide funding resources into stream restoration and watershed conservation,
including support for citizen involvement in watershed groups...



Discussion Question 3
Missoula, MT (cont.)

To connect kids and people in general to nature adequate access must be present that is easy,
marketed, and accessible to diverse groups. This means both urban and rural opportunities. Full
funding of the land and water conservation fund will provide both rural and urban opportunities
through large scale land conservation, fishing access sites and urban parks. In addition, our first
lady has the "bully pulpit" to make getting kids outside a part of our national education
curriculum. If we don't connect kids to conservation at a young age, they are less likely to have an
affinity (sic) to keep pass along out country either better or the same that they experienced it.
Lastly, private land provides some of the best wildlife habitat in this country. Particularly
between federal and state governments for access promote opportunities that are win/win for
landowners and recreation. MT has the block management (bm) program the (sic) voluntarily
enrolls eight million access of private land for hunting. Landowners are paid for impacts to their
land. The last farm bill provided additional funds for state programs like (18 million) a larger
commitment would gore this program (sic).

Please consider policy changes that incentivize, regulate, and educate toward goals of
preservation, sustainability, healthy built community, education curriculum supportive of the
great outdoors, human powered transportation, work programs such as conservation corps for
all ages. *Please stop the polarization and negative discourse of recreation is bad. Example -- no
stimulus fund for park, recreation facilities.

It is fine to hold listening sessions, but where and how will this information be utilized to
encourage a grassroots movement to encourage and motivate the public and agencies to focus
on the "Great Outdoors"?

Private land incentives so that developers can contribute to providing/maintaining open
space/parks and trail that connect with other public lands. Protect and enhance LWCF program
for local use. Fund and support federal land agency conservation education programs. Re-
organize the Forest Service to provide more organizational focus on recreation.

Great idea bringing this to Montana first - we appreciate and support the President's
commitment to conserve working lands in a way that preserves the environment and protects
local communities. Collaborative approaches work - support Senator Tester and Senator Baucus
in their efforts to this idea. Can be win-win situation using existing infrastructure.

Thank you for this opportunity to share our comments/thoughts. This is an amazing venue to get
citizen input. What | want to comment on is education. America's children are disconnected from
nature and our own government. We need to empower our youth to want to help, by not giving
a handout, but a hand up. Giving us opportunity to work or volunteer or serve nationally allows
us a connection to something bigger. And allows youth to see our work truly makes a difference.
Whether its in the woods or in the city the youth is in desperate need of a call to action. National
service programs can be a vector to bridge the youth into the American heritage.



Discussion Question 3

Missoula, MT (cont.)

1) A misperception based on political rather than scientific basis that "global warming" (changed
to "climate change" because of the natural cyclic change in temperature due to natural effects is
now tending to global cooling) is driving political decisions and has the potential to further drive
political decisions that will adversely affect our society.

1) Open the debate and scientific study independent of politics and liberal (or conservative)
agenda!

Funded projects to get families into public lands with interpreters

1) protect intact habitats and restore degraded habitats on both public and private lands, 2)
make the outdoors a more integral part of school curriculum, i.e. No Child Left Inside; Ways
Federal Government can help: 1) Foster more cooperative efforts like the Forest Jobs &
Recreation Act that bring together diverse interests based on shared common ground, 2) Mining
Law Reform that provides opportunity to restore degraded habitats, 3) Fully fund the Land and
Water Conservation Fund, 4) Provide better stewardship of public lands; Secretary Salazar's oil
and gas leasing reforms are a good start for BLM lands, need something similar for the Forest
Service. It is easier not to degrade important habitats than to have to try and restore them after
they are degraded.

| suppose a multi-pronged approach with federal agencies, educational systems, non-profits,
religious organizations, philanthropists, everyone promoting knowledge and stewardship; My
state (Montana) is known for its Great Outdoors. As a young adult, | made a conscious decision to
live here, next to nature. Native or transplant, | think a lot of people here appreciate nature,
although their ideas of stewardship may vary. In recent years, people with different points of
view have gotten together, recognizing their similarities; Good starts are Michelle Obama's war
against obesity and White House garden. Promoting the national parks even more (?). Education
is huge (the oil spill is one heckuva educational experience.) Encouraging gardening and eating
fresh food; Promote local sustainability!! garden plots, small farms who sell locally. Make this a
part of every new development. How about walking clubs or routes, with places to stay at night--
a day's walk between them. Thank you!

1) pass laws that encourage and not inhibit cooperation, 2) Provide incentives that reward
developers for conservation practices

Collaboration is key but the most important thing is creating public awareness of conservation

increased education/information/access/advocacy for conservation; contribute to increased
collaboration fed-local; restructure fed agencies; limit (mal)development

construct a natural sciences curriculum that lasts through education; incentivize voluntary public
service for higher education financial assistance; mandate a minimum standard of community
service
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Missoula, MT (cont.)

Define the legal parameters and stick with them. Too many people are afraid to make
decisions/move because of the legal unknowns.

Citizen Science Monitoring; User group involvement in monitoring/restoration

Education; "Made in America" sustainable wood products given priority in government projects;
Biomass from sustainable family-owned forests

1. Educational programs funded; 2. Fund trails (alternate transportation); 3. Subsidize volunteer
programs; 4. Support awareness; 5. Provide successful samples (&workshops) for public/private
interactions; 6. Continue similar meeting & require political reps to attend!

1. Develop & teach the concept of stewardship & responsible active management; 2. Look to
Private landowners for examples of successful multiple use stewardship

1. Increase awareness through heavy advertising online and on T.V. Let people know
conservation jobs exist and you can help w/things like global climate change. 2. Cut down on car
usage in parks by offering shuttle services for tours and transport bicycle rentals. You can charge
for them as well to help raise money for parks. For example, a $2,000 mountain bike rented out
at $25 a day would only take 80 rentals to pay off. Maintenance would run at roughly $10 per
rental, so after the bike is paid off, the parks would make $15 profit per rental day. This may not
be ideal for smaller parks, but Glacier Park and Yellowstone could make lots of money which
could help relieve their funding from the Federal gov't and that money could be distributed
elsewhere.; 3. The federal government is already doing a good job through AmeriCorps by
offering the education award which can be used to pay for part of school or pay off school loans.
By offering this to high schoolers, it may entice them to study environmental concepts in post-
secondary education.

Gov communication with people - miscommunication has cost money

When the federal gov't acquires new lands, keep them open for hunting, fishing, & management.
Utilize LWCF to purchase land including access. Access to public lands that are land locked by
private land.

Funding for non-profit organizations that focus on youth development environmental
stewardship and civic engagements. Winter works. The seasonal labor is conducive to relying on
Federal Handouts (I.E. unemployment)

Offer or increase education awards for service. Establish a relationship with land owners and
agencies to ensure you land labor



Discussion Question 3
Missoula, MT (cont.)

Support the NCLI Act - HR 2054 & S866 to bring funding into the field of environmental education
to bring more programs into the schools. Funding for programs that seek to reconnect kids with
their environment with an emphasis on direct action on experience.

Stop zoning or taking by subdivision regulations. Crown point case citizens must be paid for
taking if hurt by an environmental law.

More education and access. In schools, trails and parks funding for internships and outdoor
programs in the wilderness

Actively managing our federal forest lands at the landscapes level.
Large long term goods for Services Stewardship Contracts available to both BLM and FS which are
allowed to be up to 10 years. Streamline NEPA process

Change the tax structure concerning agriculture grounds (ranchers and farmers) In times of
drought face reality, use the streams and rivers less.

Let us please encourage/support more education that is place based & experiential to support
our future generations

Let's have a national educational campaign to take care of - take pride in - this great heritage.
And also educate about wilderness and its keep it wild management.

Prioritize educating youth about value of nature to their mental well being
Fundamentally change our education system & the focus of our agency

Good way to focus education is start a garden at every school. Everyone has to eat. It's a good
way to get everyone involved on many different levels.

Increased funding for FRPP, Land & Water Conservation Program. Maintain/extend laws which
provide tax incentives for donation of conservation easements.

Providing federal funding/initiatives to public schools!

Integrate outdoor classrooms/science in our schools K-12.
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Missoula, MT (cont.)

Utilize what's been done and building on it through partnership.

Farm to school!! (Thanks to Mrs. Obama efforts) Creating local growth policies that work
collaboratively and house growing population and facilitate working farms.

Collaborate efforts at the local level. More thoughtful and strict rural planning measures that
protect communities from the negative impacts of amenity migration.

Need permanent extension of Conservation Easement tax incentives to assist in private land
conservation. Need full funding for the LWC Fund including a portion dedicated to obtaining
access (linear) to land-locked public lands

Finally a collaboration of ideas from multiple agencies. What you need now is more site visits:
People on the ground offer realistic solutions that people in offices tend to overlook. People on
the ground prescribe better than people in offices. People in offices describe better than people
on the ground. too often we play the role of opposite.

One of our largest obstacles to getting kids outside and into their local natural areas (National
Forest) is the outfitters permit process, as an educational non profit we are placed into a
category with other for profit outfitter groups. However our goal is to connects kids and people
with nature, teach stewardship ethics and explore the natural world. the permit process limits
our ability to use national forest. Honoraries have to be specific, planned a full year in advance
are inflexible (regardless of weather or condition) and limit what we can do. We'd accomplish so
much more if we had more specific permit process or new designation.

Programs that work- Teachers are the key to increasing kids interest and comfort with the
forest - Existing Natural Programs- USFS kids in the forest, Project Learning Tree sponsored by
American Forest Foundation. Mt. Natural Resources Youth Camp at U of M school forest can be
replicated across the country for 1 week lands exposure to all natural resources discipline,
discovery days in Missoula for 5th graders sponsored by Chamber of Commerce.

we need to make it as easy for people to get outdoors as it is to turn on the TV. Access and
communication is an obstacle. There are several non-profits out there organizing and doing great
things, but they have limited funds for adverting or new media communication to get volunteers
involved or youth active we need a told for communication and funds to get our message out.
Partnerships with the state, local and federal governments could help communication efforts.
also partnering with private sectors would be beneficial. How do we connect parents as well? we
cant rely on education to do it all.

| suggest facilitating the break out session little differently. Allow everyone at each table to
address the 4 questions at their table with a note taker at each table, in order to get everyone's
voice heard while managing time limits.
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Missoula, MT (cont.)

Equipment loan programs with checks and balances. Equipment | necessary. Equipment is
expensive. You are targeting, largely, middle and upper class- This is bad. Try to target lower class.

Addressing all questions; restoration where it’s at. Trout conservancy working w/ many
landowners and partners at long term restoration; applying science (how streams work). We
have plenty of biologists, need people that can put it to use on the ground. Knowledge has
increased, but problems are same — collapse of habitat and land relationships. Best strategy is
volunteer work — planting native plants, hands on projects; satisfaction of long term benefits;
Obstacles — Restoration is where it’s at. List of work goes on and on — mines, roads maintenance,
culvert replacement, roads put to bed; agricultural impacts. People want to know what they can
do to help — need projects & money to be ready (e.g. Clark Fork project). Need more of these
types of projects. Interest will wain w/o restoration activities. Need more than one-shot stimulus
—need longer term commitment of resources. Make sure environment will be there through
stewardship.

Working on oil and gas issues. Friend has son that was affected by air pollution. Their group has
had conversations with over 7500 people across the country. Oil drilling affecting many parks in
the NPS; public needs to know this, and we need to pass strong legislation to protect these areas.

Resources for action — there are many foundations and grant sources for available to the
community for projects at local to national level. Also at federal level — need more incentives:
how to give tax benefits to landowners for supporting this work; also land use planning (e.g.
setbacks) important to coordinate federal & State land use management.

Real opportunity for international cooperation to complete Waterton Glacier NP expansion.

Need parents and families to be involved — They have a pilot program reconnecting children w/
nature (Park Service) to get adults comfortable in nature. Federal govt can be involved in getting
parents connected and over their fear of the outdoors, and enabling them to pass on to children.

We all have similar messages. We all like the same things, but we have different ways to recreate
and use the outdoors on private and public lands. I've found if I’'m working with opposing
viewpoints to keep in mind that we are all out to enjoy the forests and being outdoors. This is the
common theme to start from: the Federal Gov’t needs to recognize that common value. Starting
from there we can work from there. The USFS and the gov’t need to be flexible to develop rules
to allow people from diff. User groups to use to they don’t damage land or ecosystem. Having a
flexible federal gov’t is important and having people in the gov’t who understand that common
value.



Discussion Question 3
Missoula, MT (cont.)

On topic of how federal government can be better partners — one of things is to use appeals
process more effectively. Don’t let the process go until we force them to go to court. Instead
force stake holders to come together before go to court. Other idea — FS needs to create forums
that feel safe for public discourse — lots of polarity on issue. In this polarizing climate it’s
intimidating for average citizen to come in and speak. So atmosphere needs to be better
controlled so everyone feels comfortable to come to microphone. People should not feel
intimidated in democratic setting. As to strategies for conservation that worked and enhances
conservation and makes feel connected, road and dam removal is working. Some of
collaborative models work well — but encourage to be cautious because collaboration is at local
level — but lands are owned by all folks across nation not just local folks — people care as much
about Big Bend NP as Glacier NP even though he or others don’t live there — so caution to local
collaboration.

DNRC and Blackfoot challenge — successful because it is led from the ground. And then the fed
and state have been there to support the efforts. If the agencies had come in and led it — it
wouldn’t have worked. It’s the partnership with locals and fed and state agencies that makes it
work.

He’s 29 and he finds it weird to be called a youth. Since not a govt agency can move quickly and
give youth opportunity to make decision and be empowered. They can make decisions that
make a difference on the landscape. Changes lifes a lot — getting emotional. Give young people
an opportunity a chance to have responsibility. Young folks dug a trail on Mt Sentinal and every
day they can look up there and say — wow | did that — and everyone uses it and likes it.

Success — Travelers Rest State Park. Mt Conservation Fund initiated the beginning of the park.
Needed someone to take on ownership of the park to use the Conservation Funds. They formed
a non-profit organization to run a State park and the non-profit manages the park. Have grown
from 15 to 50 acres. Challenges — needed to acquire additional parcels. Were able to use the
stateside LCF funds but they have run out. The Non-profit is continuously challenged with getting
operational money — how to continually fund the site. Have successfully used stimulus money
but they don’t know how they will manage with the stimulus funds go away.

| have a thought on how the federal government can help. We need some kind of censorship on
advertisement. The aesthetics of location: there is almost nothing uglier than a highway
billboard. They go against every notion of nature. Nature provides beauty at every single angle.
People are inspired by nature — the trees are just right, the clouds are just so. Once they discover
a sentiment for nature, they don’t regress; it’s probably a lifelong sentiment. He is big on
aesthetics

Groups working to protect NLCS. Bringing kids at risk out to natural areas. BLM Restoration
projects. Contributing thousands of hours. Because NLCS is so new; inconsistencies in
partnerships. NLCS has not been solidified. Salazar needs to better define what NLCS is & build
in accountability with the managers of NLCS units.



Discussion Question 3
Missoula, MT (cont.)

Mountain biking is growing in numbers nationally. A gateway sport for kids-encourages them to
get outside - 494 miles have been closed to mountain bikes, potential to close 2000 more miles;
single track trails that have been in place for decades. At the federal level, bikes are considered”
mechanized”... Defined- powered by non-human source. Mountain bikes should NOT be
considered mechanized. At the national level, would be good to consider mountain bikes as
non-mechanized. There should be distinction between bicycles and motorized bikes.

LWCEF is an investment to conservation & landscapes. Headwaters Economic group in Bozeman-
work on environmental economics. Current model does not value clean air and water.
Commission on Environmental Economics needs to be commissioned to tie this all together-
President should commission this.

Chair of Park Conservation District. We need to expedite process with ACOE. 310 permitting is
done but ACOE permitting takes a very long time. If we could expedite that it would help. Pine
Beetle-would like to see funding for biomass plants — would thin out dead timber & minimize fire
danger & would help high schools/ public buildings go to good use. Bad when forest burns

There are regions within the state but have oversight in Montana. At FVCC we have a volunteer
garden for the community and picking up trash along rivers. Use a local location like a fairground
with booths where people could learn more about programs like Montana Conservation Corp. or
you can maintain a local trail as a family. Need a bigger media splash about opportunities to do
work on public lands.

Don’t forget outfitters. We provide the skills to help people get access to places to Bob Marshall.

Role of the Federal Govt- Effects of global warming- Glacier National Park- climate change. Fed
Govt- EPA regulates greenhouse gases, but there is no legislation. Proposal by Dr. Hansen- free
end dividend- carbon tax- taxed at point of entry but revenue neutral. Urge cabon tax. British
Columbia is using this system.

Key to making all of this work is top down leadership/ effective policy/ . Huge development
pressure/ increased population. Need strategic planning to knit all of this together. Would like
to see Administration develop a National Strategic Plan for Development and Conservation.
Need to address what we are actually intending to do with development so we can make
decisions. Resurrect old 701 Planning Grant for councils of government. The greatest challenge
we face. Federal Gov’t used to have a program for planning for area wide systems in the 1970’s.
Then there was grant money. We should go back to the Federal Government encouraging joint
planning
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Missoula, MT (cont.)

Local working groups are the future-the model for the future. The Federal Government needs to
get behind this & provide federal funds to support. Help preserve & sustain what we have now.
Genuine working landscapes- sustain these-buffers & supports rural working communities.
Conservation stewardship program —NRCS- voluntary incentives needs to be expanded. Term
easements need to be considered ( versus perpetual). These may be more palatable that
perpetual. Sustaining genuine working landscapes- need tax relief. Administration needs to get
behind this

The public is suspicious of lands being removed from the local economy. There isn’t good input
from those areas who are also interested in conservation as well as resource development. The
Feds need to consider involvement at local level. Resident of Philips County. New national
monument. But no meetings like this have been scheduled in that area. It has happened before
with Upper Missouri river Breaks. Need meetings in Miles City, Glasgow, and Billings. 2/3 of the
state doesn’t have the population but they have the land mass.

Encourages Federal & State Agencies to tap into network of non-profits- conservation corps-
MOSS-. Find ways to develop more partnerships rather than reinvent the wheel. Tap into those
organizations that already exist and can engage local youth. Authorities for partnerships- DOI
agencies has issues- when is it a contract vs when can we use a cooperative agreement. Much
benefit from tapping into these organizations. They are supporting the Public Land Service
Corps- has been introduced in the House. Would like to see this pass. Americor engages young
people as volunteers. RecreationalTrails program- leverages federal dollars. RTCA program is
great resource-needs more dollars. MCC is involved with all of these.

| agree, we need to have as many as possible. Comment on the website that you want a local
meeting.

There is no agenda or conspiracy. There are places where we need gas, more energy etc...These
have to go hand in hand with conservation.

Org helps create trails & do conservation projects on private land. Enhanced tax incentives for
conservation easements doubles the work they can do. Without the tax incentives, it won’t
work. These tax incentives expired in 2009 and she would like to see these incentives made
permanent. GVLT preserves working ranches/ wildlife habitat. Keeps ranchers doing the good
work.

There is a role for Federal government to plan in Environmental Education. Her kids are not
interested in Yellowstone/ visitation is dropping. Need to connect kids. MOSS- gets kids outside.
Government can play a role in the schools in E Ed. National Park should promote technology/
learning/ merge new technology
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Missoula, MT (cont.)

Northern Great Plains. We have overlooked the grasslands, as evidence by decline in grassland
birds & species. We are focusing on North Central area of Montana. CCPI program with farm bill
is effective; working with ranchers on conservation measures to protect grassland birds. Need
regional NRCS people to deliver these programs on the ground. Meet with ranchers and discuss
opportunities. Science based organization that works with BLM/ FWP on research related to
grassland birds. Leveraging of public/private dollars is effective. CMR-largest grassland
reservation. Better integration between DOI agencies needs to occur. CMR managing for ferret.
Not effective. BLM trying to find incentives for landowners to allow ferrets. DOI agencies need
to do better at working multi-jurisdictionally.

Would like to see local solutions to big problems with the federal government incentivizing. In
Montana what’s important is our own autonomy. In Montana it’s important the Federal
Government using a light hand. Use incentives (we’re creative people) and get local people
together to make choices. For instance with energy: small diameter trees/biomass — utilize them
to solve local energy problems. Do on a smaller scale so we can get our hands on it. It creates
local jobs too.

| just retired as Forest Archeologist on Lolo National Forest here in Montana. There is a little
known program called Passport in Time that allows public to participate on archeology projects
throughout the National Forest system. However, there is no incentive for Forests to participate,
no specific funding available, and the Forest doesn’t get any recognition or points for doing this.
Very positive program for cultural resource preservation but more importantly is what it does for
education of the public on cultural resources as well as other resource issues such as wildlife,
wolf reintroduction, fire and role of fire. It is a very successful program, but very small and not
well known. But the payoff is tremendous for support for conservation and public education. |
had couple from Manhattan New York who came to Montana to work in this program. On their
first trip they took a bus all the way from the east coast to participate. They come back every
year, but now they fly. The pay off for such a program is tremendous for conservation and
education.

Stewardship ethic. Connecting kids to outdoors-Fed Gov’t can continue with fee free days
including in winter. Make the park more accessible by increasing fee free days & public outreach
related to those days. Bring the parks to the local communities; bring the resources to the kids to
encourage visitation. Resume matching program ( like the Centennial Challenge) to incentivize
donors. Although the Centennial Challenge was cumbersome, encourage it to resume.

Congress does have role to play through the appropriations process. Congress has an
accountability to focus on public lands. Need greater Congressional accountability.

We do have sprawl & no mechanisms to deal with. No land use planning mechanism in Gallatin
County. Climate change will affect all public lands, until congress acts. Poor public policies from
previous administration- no new wilderness- can be overturned by new administration. Don’t be
afraid to use Antiques Act.
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Missoula, MT (cont.)

Feds need to support small farmers. Need a comprehensive strategy to support small farmers.

Balance. We need to find the balance between working landscapes and protected landscapes.
We need to develop collaborative efforts that find a balance between the two.

Appreciates everyone protecting land. Interested in protecting water. Primary concern is with
global warming. Unless we get a handle on this issue, all our efforts at land protection will be in
vain; get warmer/ forests burn up/ biodiversity down the tubes...if we don’t change our ways.
Federal government should not do cap & trade; we need to focus on cap & dividend or carbon
tax- return the profit to the public.

Federal govt. needs to lead in interagency teams to provide outreach into community working
circles. These feds could work together on planning how to do outreach to communities.
Bitterroot constitutionals are saying all govt. is bad. We can’t let this defeat a good democratic
trust. It takes guts to be a good progressive government official. Need good interagency
cooperation and integrate the best of the citizens and the good bureaucracy. Need to support the
Superintendent in Glacier NP in his efforts to establish wilderness in Glacier and Yellowstone.

Flood plain & wetland conservation. Work in Madison river valley on floodplain restoration.
USDA- Conservation Reserve Program & NRCS- wetland program are working. WRP programs in
Montana. 2008 Farm bill allow grazing pilot programs. Challenge in conserving these areas with
various funding sources —once protected by conservation easements, the wetlands are not
restored. Legacy we leave should be the ability of the lands to store water. Restoration projects
we need to fund, we have money for easements but not conservation work. No money
appropriated. Need funding through agencies to do cooperative restoration projects. Greatest
hedge against climate change

| grew up outside DC and am here as an MCC crew leader. | grew up going to museums and not to
parks. We need to tie the service learning approach and focus it on doing outdoor service
learning, rather than in the urban population centers. Montana is doing a good job of getting
local school kids outside and connecting them with local landscapes. We need to convince
schools that we need to take time from teaching for state/fed standardized tests and get kids
outdoors. Time spent studying for these tests are keeping kids inside. Need to apply scholastic
tests to knowledge of outdoors and conservation as well. The administration should pass the No
Child Left Inside Act. This bill would provide funding to get kids outside and teach them about the
outdoors. We have a fantastic Children in Nature Network that involves many partners and has
been very successful in getting kids outdoors. The Federal government should have a bigger role
in coordinating more children and nature programs. Land agencies should have staff committed
to these programs.

Where do we stand in having environments that have hurt the economy of Montana? A new
monument proposal has hurt the economy.
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Missoula, MT (cont.)

There are so many people in this nation that don’t know what agencies do. The Forest Service in
a huge agency. Posters for this session listed the “Forestry Service.” This would be a good civics
lesson for schools. Have agency people go to schools and give civics lessons about the work that
land conservation agencies perform.

Working aspect of Forests, many people make a lively hood. In the video at the start of this
session there were only a couple clips of people working in woods. Livelihoods made by working
in the woods is important to recognize.

Public land should continue to be multi-use managed but energy development needs to be better
scrutinized. Montana is a very energy intensive state. She doesn’t want to see things similar to
the Gulf spill happen or the mining deaths in West Virginia. The administration should look into
what kind of energy development can be done here as well as alternative energy. We need a
solid energy plan. Public lands will be looked at for solar, wind, coal, and natural gas. Look at the
pros and cons of each. We need a 20-year plan along with multi-use planning.

Mentioned youth who live in Los Angeles who have never been to the ocean even though it’s just
a few miles away. He grew up in Boston and there are kids there who haven’t been to the woods
there, even though they aren’t far away. There was a Sierra club program that tried to help with
this. His ‘in to’ working with the Forest Service and was working for the YCC. He really hopes the
Obama Administration will establish a national service framework to bring back the CCC — the
New Deal. We could reach out to new student high school graduates. Could make parents realize
this is a great experience before college — to do work for the government and perhaps get
education awards like having tuition waived. This is a huge opportunity in our country.

Regarding the Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation and other associations who outreach to
young people and have partnerships with the Forest Service: | hope agencies will fund these
associations more. These are ways to connect youth to ground.

2 things that keep people from coming to the outdoors. Facade (not Disneyworld) or fear. Govt
needs to provide a mentoring program to conservation groups to reach out to publics and get
them interested in the outdoors. Teach them that risk is ok, and could actually be fun. Yes, there
is risk in going to the outdoors, but it’s worth the experience.

2 things that keep people from coming to the outdoors. Facade (not Disneyworld) or fear. Govt
needs to provide a mentoring program to conservation groups to reach out to publics and get
them interested in the outdoors. Teach them that risk is ok, and could actually be fun. Yes, there
is risk in going to the outdoors, but it’s worth the experience.

I have a wish list, 1. better planning strategies across the board, 2. Incentive to save conservation
areas, 3. More information and advocacy, 4. Increased collaboration between local and federal
agencies. More gets done by the locals than the feds.
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Missoula, MT (cont.)

Forest Service having native grass around buildings. Where | work now, I’'m told to water the
lawn. It uses tons of water to water grass around buildings. There is prairie all around. If you use
the right grass you don’t need to water. Nobody would care that it was prairie instead. | stopped
at a FS rest stop yesterday. It was so warm in bathroom and it was at night. Why are the heaters
on in these facilities? Practice sustainable ways. Fund advertising use of green practices and local
land. Put word out so people get interested.

Agencies should adopt things like when the health craze health started and agencies funded
people to take walks at lunch to get healthy. Agencies can adopt outdoor activities so white collar
can see blue collar people work like farms, trails, and farm communities.

Create more federal incentives and funds to public schools to implement outdoor learning
programs. We do it with reading and math. Like “Project Wild” on a more regular basis. More
than bring the trunk to school once or twice a year.

| get to work with all four land management agencies. There is a lack of internal communication
between agencies. Facebook and you-tube are blocked from agency computers, so agency
people can’t communicate with young people. Need to look at that before you can reach out to
young people.

Looking at conservation strategies. 80% of open lands are private. Conservation easements are
used to conserve private lands. People donate the conservation easement. The incentive is tax
breaks. From personal experience, | entered an easement 13 years ago. | talked to my neighbor
about it. When congress passed an increased incentive for easement, spreading tax break over
15 years, then my neighbor also did an easement. Encourage congress to do the incentive again.
For some it takes the added incentive. On other hand, there are those who want the land that
they lived on and their parents lived on protected for their kids, but they don’t make enough
money to take advantage of a tax break. A purchased easement would help. Need a federal
program to meet this. The video said that private land should be looked at for protection. The
Farm and Ranch Protection Program has a minimum size. Congress should look at that to include
larger and smaller acreages in the program. But that program needs matching funds, which are
hard to come by. One thing that works well is the passage of a law like the Missoula open space
law. Bozeman passed a second open space law. The local program provides the local funds to
match the federal matching requirement for the easement program.

FED AS BETTER PARTNER
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Missoula, MT (cont.)

In previous comments someone asked the feds to continue to provide incentive for easements.
Land and water conservation funds needs to be fully funded. If funds were available more
conservation projects could be funded. The Community Food and Ag Coalition in Missoula has
been requested to examine subdivision requests and assess possible impact on agriculture by
subdivisions. Even when the planning board is convinced that agriculture values are so
important, more important than the subdivision the planning board will override the
recommendation because of the emphasis on individual property rights. How do we instill
responsibility for common good and common value of agriculture and forest lands? Missoula is
creating the “Place Project” where cornerstone properties will stand out. How do we implement
protection for these “Place Project” lands?

Getting people connected and kids outdoors is important. Federal agencies were created under
a different paradigm. A paradigm where congress allocated funds and agency went and did
work. With people being more involved there needs to be a change in the federal agency
organization. We won’t be the doers anymore. We need to be reinvented.

The agencies are good at inventory and monitoring on public lands. Extend inventory and
monitoring onto private lands in the large scale conservation model. With that in mind we need
public access. Access is based on consumptive uses. Focus on non consumptive uses. Would be
more palatable to public.

Climate change— there is no greater environmental effect. Land management agencies can
effect not just on ground but can influence others. DOI can have an impact on others.

The 3 predominate means for conserving private lands has been: ¢ Acquisition by public land
manager or Conservation organization (e.g. USFS, NPS, BLM purchase of private in-holdings,
County or City purchase for open space or park with bond funds and LWCF funds), a private land
trust purchase for wildlife habitat using combo of private donations and federal, state, and/or
local funds etc). ® Conservation easements (again, a mixture of private, state, local & federal
funds are often used to purchase easements) e Land use regulations (some states have been
much more successful than others with this approach)

Fully fund LWCF — This program has been so under-funded for so long. It is one of the main
sources of federal funding that can be used on such a wide variety of land acquisition — from a
much needed inner-city park to protection of critical wildlife habitat. Full funding of
$900,000,000/yr would significantly increase land preservation all across the US. Passage of the
Land and Water Conservation Authorization and Funding Act of 2009 (S. 2747) would achieve this
goal.

Continue Tax Incentives & Increase federal conservation funding — Restore permanently the tax
incentives for landowners who grant a conservation easement and increase funding of federal
programs that help fund the purchase of C.E. (e.g. The Forest Legacy Program, The Farm & Ranch
Land Protection Program)



Discussion Question 3
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Assist Local Govt with Land Use Planning — Many rural cities and counties do not have the money
or expertise to plan for growth in a more sustainable way. Many of these local govt are located
in areas with large amounts of public land that is impacted by the rural growth. The USDA
publication "Cooperating Across Boundaries" (FS-861 August 2006) began by stating that USFS
Chief Bosworth identified the loss of open space as one of the 4 threats facing our Nation's
forests and grasslands.

Pass the Livable Communities Act (5.1619), which would help communities develop
comprehensive regional plans that incorporate transportation, housing, community and
economic development, and environmental needs.

Set up offices in each Regional Office of the FS that assist local govt with planning for
conservation of sensitive lands (e.g. lands w/in Wildland Urban Interface, critical habitat, wildlife
corridors). Provide funding and expertise to this FS staff to implement the FS Open Space
Conservation Strategy published in Nov. 2007 (FS-889), including the identified Priority Actions of
"convening partners to identify and protect priority open space" and "participating in community
growth planning to reduce ecological impacts and wildfire risks." (FS-889 page 5)

Assist with expanding efforts like Collier County Florida's Stewardship Credits program (explained
on page 23 of FS-861 publication mentioned above)

Re-authorization of the Federal Transportation Bill — Groups such as Transportation for American
and the Smart Growth America have been working hard to reform the next T-Bill to increase
public and active transportation funding so that citizens have more choices for getting to work,
school, shopping etc. Their strategies include many ways to reduce the need to further expand
the already millions of acres devoted to roads. ¢ Land Use Planning — Again, there are many
opportunities for the Federal govt to assist local govt to reduce sprawl from continuing to
consume our rural farm and ranches.



Discussion Question 3

Missoula, MT (cont.)

Getting more Children Outdoors — This is one of the biggest and most important challenges for
this generation of children who have the highest rates of obesity and health problems related to
being over-weight, such as diabetes. - Pass the No Child Left Inside Act (HR 2054 & S. 866) — This
Act would provide funding for expanding environmental education in schools in order to get kids
outdoors to learn and care about their environment and have the opportunity to be active and
enjoy the outdoors. - Children in Nature — Many local, state and federal agencies are working
separately and together to develop programs to get kids outdoors to connect with nature and be
physically active after school or on weekends. Greater coordination and funding from the
Federal govt could substantially increase these efforts. - Increase funding for the Recreational
Trails Program — The majority of this funding goes to construct trails that connect city residents
with parks and open space, providing more opportunities for children to be active and enjoy the
outdoors. - Increase funding for Safe Routes to School — This is one of the best ways to reduce
children being driven to school each day — provide a safe route so that they can walk or ride their
bikes instead. - Help create more opportunities for both volunteer programs and paid work —
1000's of young folks are connected to the outdoors by volunteering for local, state and public
parks, but many local govts don't have the resources to either create or expand upon volunteer
programs. Assistance from NPS or the USFS could make a big difference. Also, help increase
programs that assist college students with paid internships or paying back college loans in
exchange for working outdoors.

Getting more Adults Outdoors - Support Social Marketing and Social Norming — This is one of the
best ways to inform leaders, parents and children that getting outdoors is healthy and positive.
Social marketing has changed the way we think about litter, forest fires, seatbelts, recycling and
more. - Increase CTEP Funding — This is one of the major funding sources for constructing
bike/ped trails that are used for commuting and recreation by adults of all ages and abilities and
children. Such funding is often used to build bike/ped trails that are completely separate from
roads in beautiful greenways, which encourages more adults to ride and exercise when they feel
safely separated from auto traffic.

EFFECTIVE FEDERAL PARTNERSHIP WITH LOCAL PUBLIC & PRIVATE RECREATION ADVOCATES a.
Interagency Planning as areas relate to watersheds, urban areas, and planning zones. Planning
should involve various public and private parties and emphasize overall goals of healthy built
communities and supporting children (and adults) connecting with the outdoors.

b. Funding based on partnerships and ability to impact the overall goals.

He’s from lllinois where we don’t have prairies any longer. It is now urbanized land — farms that
have fertilizers and pesticides. In an ideal world the Federal government would introduce more
of the native land that used to be there. Not every place is like Montana with native lands.

It would have a huge impact to move the Forest Service out from under Department of
Agriculture because when you view trees as a crop it makes a big difference in how they are
managed. The way to set policies should be based on watershed health as the basis for all
management because, for example, drinking water will be one of the primary problems of the
next century.
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Has been an environmentalist for years; he’s never seen an effort like this listening session. He's
asked the government agencies to follow up by creating an interagency working group combined
with local participants to work together on local issues. There are a lot of people who don’t want
to do anything different then the way they do things now — coal, oil, etc — and when you are
making a lot of money you don’t want anyone to break up your game. The state legislature
follows the money so it’s hard to get things done through that route. But here there are
progressive agency people. Let’s bring them together with the local citizens to get out from
under the money game. Get all outfits to the table and work together to solve the local
problems. He asks the top government agencies heads to leave in place a process for the locals
to have follow-up to this session. He’s very appreciative of our Agency heads coming here and
taking this leadership and listening to all of these great ideas. He’s inspired by all the great ideas
he’s heard here and very invigorated by it.

The government can be a better partner by stop hiding the grant opportunities — web sites to
find this information. Need to have simpler application processes.
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Nashville, TN

We are writing to request that the State of Tennessee be host to a listening and learning session
as part of the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative.

Tennessee Parks and Greenway Foundation success using property transfer funds, used in 4
ways, 16 Million dollars goes back to TN, however those funds can be taken by legislature to
balance the budget, it is a fight they will have to fight every year, even though it is dedicated
fund, never fully funded, there should be more federal incentive to states to have this type of
forward thinking approach to take money when developed and preserve the land, this would be
good incentive to state legislatures if the feds would match the money they might set aside.
Match all money set aside for conservation.

1.government to government consultation requirements with tribes could help feds hear things
from tribes they need to hear. 2.support legislative fix for Carcieri decision which keeps tribes
from having lands put into trust for them. 3.encourage Salazar to consider the precedent set for
the role of stakeholders by his decision in Cape Wind projects 4.support extension service
through land grant universities (especially in Indian country). 5. through Rural Development, look
at unintended consequences of SUTA and the problem is that it is only trust areas (fee simple
doesn’t qualify).

Poor areas is a problem. Suggest Urban hubs through public transportation. Driving is getting
very expensive. Camping equipment is now considered a luxury. Develop a tax incentive for
people to donate their camping equipment or canoe to find homes for people that will use them.

Challenges: TN # 8 in tourism. Preserving America Program: no $S in budget for this program in
2011. Sustainable tourism will suffer if this stands

Challenges:State Mandate for State Wildlife conservation plan, federal agency use same tools to
set up consistency btw states. EX no net loss policy for wildlife conservation

Challenges: Consistent and full funding for the USDA’s Resource Conservation and D... Fund
(RC&D)

challenges: recreation in forested areas is threatened by insects and diseases (trees) Threats to
forest health on public and private lands. Land use change loss of forested lands. Work with our
policy makers to make them aware of the importance of our forested areas.

Challenges: Trouble for private sector to meet matches for federally funded programs. Prioritize
or coordinate the funding programs.

No child left indoors program needs to be implemented similar to no child left behind

More monuments to designate areas. To show people what is special or set aside so they can
appreciate it more.
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Nashville, TN (cont.)

Pass No child left inside act, Budget that has been cut. Provide more funding. Federal Children’s
Bill of Right all kids should have the right to do these 12 things. Govt could communicate this to
everyone

Land HOH conservation funds. State side components federal hwy admin. State self funding gas
tax. Continue this program.

Protecting large landscapes only Federal govt can do this
Legislature for large businesses will have to put out lots of money for clean air and water act etc.
. If this is not achievable or realistic could this $S be used for conservation and recreation.

Let the government communication folks have more freedom to spread the message of the
benefits of getting people outdoors.

Create a comprehensive plan that last longer than one presidential/congressional term.
Have the President create an America’s Great Outdoors day in which all NGOs, state parks, nat.
parks, battlefields could concentrate on to make a large public event.

Fully fund the LWC Fund, approve and fund the TN Wilderness Act., Administration to draft a
National Heritage Organic Act.

Use the current Antiquities Act to protect cultural sites

Public service announcement for AGO message. People do not know about the program.
Amendment to fund and encourage field trips

Need more marketing dollars to advertise greenways and trails initiatives. Promote people
getting outdoors.

Funding to market natural/wild areas and parks.

Fully fund the Federal historic conservation act. Preserve America save america’s treasures.
Fund school field trips somewhere else other than the school room.



Discussion Question 3
Nashville, TN (cont.)

Mandate schools to create programs that requires kids to get outside, ie. 100 hrs. of volunteer
services before the child can advance to the next grade.

All states developed SWAP TN has 700 species rank as greatest conservation need. Documents
are done but not widespread throughout other agencies and groups to use proactive approach.
These documents provide that help. Need to utilize more. Marketing needs to be expanded.

promoting small sustainable farms to protect private lands. 2007 Organic Bill provided more
funds for this type of farming. Small sustainable farms are helped by this funding. EQUIP opened
up funds for farmers to get started.

Young and minorities, connect them to the parks. Working with DOI is a nightmare, very difficult
to get suggestions thru. No access to authority people, better corr with programs with the youth.

take children and work into jobs, projects. Wpa format to give everyone a boost to do.

harder to get out doors. Make a challenge, to stop schools mow the grass, gov to have native
gardens in schools, Stop using pesticides.

con easements 06 07, easement enhanced. Extended 08 + 09, 2yrs success, want perm tax
code(revisions). Chattn cons farm land Farm to school program good benefits, child nutrition
act hard to serve food, had more funding and buy from the local farmer.

Climate change- wildlife corridors for animals. Bring people together and provide wildlife
viewing, someone to step up to make it work.

young people reconnection minorities. Working with Dept. of Interior is a nightmare vs NOAA.
NPS superintendant are too hands off, better coordination of youth programs.

challenge in relation to climate change developing wildlife N/S corridors need coordination with
feds and state to create wildlife corridors which could provide obvious needs. Need lead on
leading all partners to solution.

Grant criteria need to be looked at Small parking lots need to be built to federal standards huge
waste of §

Works with organizations that volunteers to maintain trails, such as Back Country Horse of
America, Leave No Trace program. Want access and open relationship with park rangers,
superintendents, etc.—government agencies assist local organizations.

Need Federal money to help buy land before developers buy it up.



Discussion Question 3
Nashville, TN (cont.)

Special use permit process is dependent on whoever is in that job. When it takes one year to be
heard, isn’t there something wrong with process?

Can Americorp be of assistance to some of these staffing issues discussed earlier?
Government should provide central/interstate level of information. Not asking for funds or
regulation, but who do | go to for this?

Needs to be strong Federal effort to reach all communities minorities?

Government needs to advertise programs (Smoky Bear, pollution) to children

Government should take on issus of public transportation, finding ways to increase long distance
mass transportation.

Continue support for National Heritage Areas.

Issue executive order to revise policies on wilderness review.

Collaboration of Dept. of Education. Add Water Quality Act, Pollution, Ecosystem, etc. into
curriculum.

Take advantage of university sustems. Reduce student loans for involvement in civic activities?

Tort reform to relieve liability issues.



Discussion Question 3
Nashville, TN (cont.)

Tennessee Department of Tourist Development—approach to sustainable tourism has been a
holistic approach inclusive of business development and communities—sustainable tourism
summit was successful because it was designed for those who realize the importance of
protecting our destinations while maintaining economic growth through tourism—sustainable
tourism sustains the environment, culture and heritage of a region while at the same time
sustaining the economic growth through tourism—the tourism industry has the potential of
increasing public awareness and appreciation of environmental and sustainability issues—the
implementation of sustainable tourism practices can preserve and protect a region’s sense of
place for future generations—the states initiative was not a top down program, but a grassroots
initiative which has grown from community to community (Must be a regional local based
program, i.e., Gatlinburg green, Ripley From Red to Green, Ruby Falls, Chattanooga Green
Lodging)—Make sure there is a WIN in the program for all stakeholders including businesses,
community leaders, developers, preservationists, and environmentalists—The very same
resources you are developing allow citizens, visitors, and children to be involved in sporting
events, nature and outdoors, preservation of land, agritourism, development of sustainable
cities, and will ultimately lower the state’s obesity rates—to get kids involved it has to be
fun!—create sustainable strategies recreational stories that allow kids to learn while experiencing
nature, i.e., geocaching which utilizes the latest technology while experiencing the states national
parks, battlefields, and recreation areas—Tennessee’s greatest outdoor classrooms, such as the
partnership between the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and the Tremont School, provide
our children and visitors with opportunities for life-long, place-based sustainable tourism
experiences—the economic piece is Key to the success of the program as it will bring additional
resources to the table, and for businesses the program has to positively impact their bottom
line—create recreation resources at the state and local level to move citizens and visitors to the
rural areas of the state—These new tourism based businesses will increase recreation and
education opportunities across the state—important to remember and recognize that the
groundwork has been laid by many others before us Land Trust of TN, TN Civil War National
Heritage Area—These partnerships work because the focus is on conservation, preservation, and
education creating a WIN for all stakeholders involved—State and federal agencies can provide
resources and best practices, however program must not be top down but local driven in order
for stakeholders to emcrace all facets of the program (business, schools, churches, communities,
environmentalists, preservationists) —Remember the best ideas come from the local
communities and businesses—The implementation of sustainable tourism practices allows
communities to develop their economic, cultural, and natural resources while at the same time
enabling them to keep their natural resources beautiful—sustainable funding opportunities for
land conservation—historic hermitage hotel in Nashville encourages visitors to donate $1.00 per
day—They partner with Land Trust of TN and will create $1 million for land conservation—What
would happen if all historic hotels in U.S. did this



Discussion Question 3
Nashville, TN (cont.)

Conserve at least 5% of TN farms and greenways to set aside—add prime farm lines and working
corrodiers to set aside to protect trees, air quality, etc.—connectivity is key—NEED cash
incentives from federal government to support management and maintenance so efforts can
continue—the job program produces pay and a good quality of life—support and incentive is
crucial to adding more land

Funding for federal agencies with a line item budget dedicated to conservation and
recreation—Park flow program in state of TN is needed for land trust foundation to establish
additional area for bridge sites—no water trail system—scenic river program can protect the
scenic quality and recreational qualities need to be in another category—no sustainable way to
protect those rivers and trails

Can we help private sector/retail groups? Get tax cuts, breaks, incentives to help private sector?
Family Adventure Journal—passport program that has been successful to get kids engaged in
outdoors. Could engage more people if there weren’t so many liability issues with transportation.
There are regulations that are not being enforced (hunting/fishing).

collaboration with local clubs and organization along with national because people are willing to
work hand in hand and need to partner with off road groups—Iocal groups are willing to do the
work but they need the guidance of the national groups

Identify particular land resources in TN that need to be protected—working to protect the largest
known waterfall—have private organizations identify key resources—need access to sustainable
funding to ensure targeted acquisitions are funded—benefit of the knowledge that can identify
some of things that federal organization

areas are closing down due to not having sufficient money to keep the areas trimmed and
open—farmers were willing to go in and maintain the park—Need better cooperation from the
federal agencies to allow public to help maintain areas—people are willing to follow the law and
build necessary items, but federal restrictions on using local people to work on federal
land—need some easying up on locals—need more understanding to allow the local community
to assist with projects on federal lands—Need more people involved in volunteerism

partnerships work—enjoy relationships with local parks—DOES NOT WORK—federal partners
and federal managers do not work well together—All agencies are not on the same board—more
communication between federal agencies



Discussion Question 3
Nashville, TN (cont.)

Conservation district and conservation district movements—sole conservation district by state
law in TN—works of improvement on privately owned agriculture land—local people or
volunteers that are elected to their conservation district that work with the federal entity or
state entity to help make the decision on how that money can be spent—involving locals
WORKS—lagging support though—increasing the amount of available funds but fewer
employees—struggling to get the work done and help from federal agencies lacks—look at better
ways for cost share programs—shift some of those cost share funds to the other
side—conservation is a conversation—it takes private conversation for the conservation to be
preserved—look at rededication to provide assistance to the public in natural
resource—farmland protection—how to figure out how we make agriculture profitable?—how
do we look at things?—regulations imped people staying on the lands—the age of farming is
becoming a thing of the past—no local mentoring programs—need to look at the inheritance tax
so the farmers can pass down to youngsters so they can continue to farm—need farmland
protection programs--what are hinders to people staying on the land—person cannot bake
biscuit in their home and sale it—hurts helping people stay—younger people are not
farming—how can federal help older couples finder a younger helper to farm

Department of defense is one of the largest federal land owners in the country and we need to
adopt the green movement—bring DOD into the system such as taking a look at Fort Carson who
utilizes the solar panels and utilize the veterans because A. they are returning service men B. they
are knowledgeable C. make military bases more user friendly to the community—Iland is well
preserved

partnership in TN with federal agencies enjoy—find ourselves that each federal agency has its
own specific reason for being there—public doesn’t know how to comply with management
schemes or regulations—put together multi jurisdictional agencies to take the lead and figure out
problems—federal agencies need to not have conflicting interests

DOI embraced landscape conservation cooperative—USDA needs to look into it

There is not a lot of incentives to combine different funding mechanisms—combine those
programs to make big projects happen

NPS needs to spend as much on programming and interpretation as LE—need outdoor recreation
specialists but need people to show how to camp and go on hikes without putting themselves in
danger—have community coordinators to work with federal and locals—built environment
getting planners and local ordinance to have that need more openspace knowledge—need more
programs

TN Tourism development like the holistic approach. Asking local communities how they can
help with conservation of the landscapes that are privately managed. What are the best
practices from private side. Letting the grass roots make the impact with government support.
How do we make sure people know where trails (rec) areas are?



Discussion Question 3
Nashville, TN (cont.)

Partner with economic development to help conserve the landscapes that attract tourism. Not
realistic to tell rural communities to stay rural with no development. Provide the incentives and
work together. There are so many government agencies, TN department tourism works to
designate byways, then TDOT puts rip rap along the road...not working together, government
needs to be pulled together. Need balancing of environmental and economic. Hierarchy of
gov’t. Need economic purposes for recreation to make rural communities more viable.

Real estate land broker. Couldn’t find anyone to tell him how to get land donated to public.
Realtors are not at the table when conservation groups get together or when opportunities
present themselves. Success would increase if real estate persons were at the table. Could
government help identify the key lands that are needed for conservation? So when a farmer is
ready to sell, conservation advocates are ready and responsive.

Battle of Franklin Trust We’'ve been declined for any park service status. How do restart a
process for affiliation with the parks? Need the affiliation of National Parks to get recognition to
grow visitation and appreciation.

Public school access and connectivity is being lost because housing developments don’t allow
through traffic. Fences are going up and keeping kids out. There could be regulations that tell
people to allow access and open for use. Federal government should buy key parcels to secure
public access. Federal regulations on mortgages have changed in the last few years; these regs
could incorporate land use to accompany better connectivity in neighborhoods (not allowing
fences so kids can cut trhough yards). Can’t use utility corridors either.

Tennessee has great species diversity and should have a higher priority for conservation. It's
always California.

stop treating property as a border. Federal government should become partners with gateway
communities. Work with the communities.

Obesity rates. School field trips are going away. Need to be supported at a national level
through education. It is of great value. The costs are making field trips prohibited.

NGO comberland region tomorrow works with developments of lands in constructive ways and
with community development. The current policy works against land conservation. We are set
for sprawl in the current policy. What the Fed. Govt can do is to connect their efforts sustainable
communities partnership initiative that will help communities with better development of their
communities and infrastructure. The other thing you can do is work with natural resource
partnerships with state agencies and provide them with ways to partner with NGO’s. Fund
communities to help provide comprehensive plans for these community development.

Blueways program Challenge on access points to trails. She would like that state and federal can
help in getting private landowners to give access to these trails. For them to work to help
educate these private landowners in their views on this. She wanted to thank (name deleted) for
his wilderness program.



Discussion Question 3
Nashville, TN (cont.)

CEO of TN Wildlife Federation from Federal standpoint, incentive based programs, but these
programs are typically resource limited, even small cuts have huge effects, get on the ground
working with landowners on a daily basis, ie, NRCS, FSA, PFFW, need to make the performance
standards employees are graded on at a county level to give it the attention it needs to get or
give money to non-profits who can do work cheaper and faster, crossing political boundaries.



Discussion Question 3

Philadelphia, PA

jobs are created through heritage tourism, goal of AGO ties to heritage tourism- What is missing
is Commerce Department should be included in initiative, one item that they could is how do
take the federal role and promote heritage tourism

federal government should support service learning; service learning is a real opportunity to
connect education to the resources

Get funding from gov’t to improve. Research & identify where the resources are -- federal role
very important.

West has different problems, so few people and lots of acres, federal role is there is not enough
of presence, staffing, and communication

fighting a gaming commission on Casino development in Gettysburg, inconsistent message from
federal government

challenge on helping protect the battlefield - Neither NPS nor Elected Officials will take a position
to stop Casino Development proposed directly adjacent to Gettysburg National Military Park

Need to have comprehensive and consistent goals at all levels of government and across
initiatives —For example: Preservation is unnecessarily taking a back seat, in the name of
conservation and job creation, to unthoughtful development of Solar Power Infrastructure being
developed in inappropriate locations that impact cultural resources.

cultural landscapes, when federal government takes over historic structures there is not enough
money to restore them, funding is always a critical item and administration has cut out historic
preservation funding. Need to emphasize how Historic preservation = economic stimulus. NPS
publications are invaluable.

the historic preservation message needs to come from top down to emphasize its importance at
the highest levels - Administration must be about historic preservation- challenging for African
American Commemorate Endeavors — If Monuments in our Nation’s Capitol don’t reflect the
diversity of our country , then where? Efforts of non-profit organization have been under siege
for years so that L'Enfant Corridor can be open to for-profit developers. Need support of
government at all levels (to stave off development pressure).

Acid-Mine Drainage and Art, effort was to communicate importance of restoring river resources
and do so in a compelling visual way, it was a creative and inventive way to bring an otherwise
complicated ( and unsexy) message to a community. Unfortunately program did not get off the
ground. Administration needs to speed up path driving development of green infrastructure —
Reuse first, Green First. Engage (NPS?) gateway communities



Discussion Question 3
Philadelphia, PA (cont.)

Stimulus S Concept - federal government should support community college training programs
on craftsmanship trades (not enough skilled craftsman who understand historic building trades),
how to repair historic structures. Learn from Tribal Cultures, all things are connected - consider
big gestalt landscape. Use a “National Landscape Initiative” - natural and cultural are the same
thing, should pull those two together, not separate them.

NPS at the upper level doesn’t seem to take a position (on Land Development happening
adjacent to parkland)

federal role needs to encourage partnerships ( and coordination) and multiple objectives
Seed money would help us raise more money.

Existing federal legislation such as Section 106 must be followed by all the agencies that are
affected by that legislation. Department of Energy, for example, doesn’t follow.

Where in the administration is the 1930s conversation (similar recessionary period) about gov’t
jobs programs? Create employment for architects, historians, etc., people who want to work for
the NPS. Missing an opportunity to invent programs focusing on preserving cities and national
parks. Entire generation of young people knocking on the door & there is no work for them. Our
heritage is as profound in urban areas as in remote parks. Opportunities all over the country but
administration is not looking at how to use this crisis to deal with these issues.

Jewish community started in Pinelands in 1880s. Pinelands Commission trying to put sewer
projects on this land. State says it can’t help because it’s federal. State laws don’t cover national
preserves. Create partnership between state and federal. There is more protection outside the
Pinelands than in.

In Pinelands, Underground Railroad Network to Freedom was economic engine — uncovered lots
more history in southern NJ. We need cross-pollination, talking between botanists,
archaeologists, cross discipline. We become myopic. Federal. agencies can help connect the
dots, develop the connections.

put money in NPS budget to help reduce the backlog of archival & museum collections.
use Youth Conservation Corps, bring back the Civilian Conservation Corps.

Small grants leveraged big increases in participation.



Discussion Question 3
Philadelphia, PA (cont.)

job and volunteer opportunities, federal government role to recognize heritage tourism,
professional opportunities with historic preservation. As The Conservation and Recreation
Agenda moves forward we must keep historic preservation on the agenda - as most people will
not equate cultural resources with America’s Great Outdoors, but they are integral and
inextricable.

need a consistent message, NPS has said that historic preservation is not a core mission,
inconsistency with federal governments message, actions have to follow words. Tribes want to
do more historic preservation and there should be more federal money to help them.

grant structure might have to be different. Rural headwaters need to get grants, not only
downstream at urban centers. Professional grantwriting staff differs. Issues at headwaters
greatly impact everything downstream

Some communities are more sophisticated than others — smaller communities don’t know what’s
there and available.

looking for national recreation designation. The designation could bring local organizations
together and have more clout, bring more people to the sites, and would be a great thing for the
people in the region.

reinstate incentives for performance and innovation in HPF. Make revisions to tax credit program
more attractive to smaller projects- lower adjusted basis requirements

E Grants — I'm a sophisticated user for grants found it hard to use and understand. Many friends
group found it very difficult to use. It’s hard to find a grant or to find anything on E Grants — make
E Grants more user friendly. People don’t have time to search for this information. It’s a waste to
make it so difficult and people aren’t applying because it’s so difficult.

make funding available for projects through RTCA, education- create connection to outdoors for
children and adults

move forward through cooperation and collaboration.

Tiger program of DOT is implementing the sust community agenda. Tiger Il is more $ for
reinvestment and going into established areas ICE-TEA was successful

need legislation for national heritage area designation and program legislation.

Need financial involvement or help to preserve farmland — especially farmland around historic
battlefields.



Discussion Question 3
Philadelphia, PA (cont.)

If have a NP that is tied to its rural context — to help farmers sell products, if we don’t do this we
are going to lose something dear to this country and loose heritage tourism economy. The help
the federal gov’'t can do would be helpful Agriculture is almost equal to our heritage tourism in
the Delaware Valley and so much the public can benefit from. All of us recognize the value of
preserving our heritage and recognizing there is another generation to preserve our heritage and
that they share

EPA public comment process closes this wk. no information on environmental education. Submit
comments to include environ educ in strategic plan

Dedicated funding for wildlife protection
rainwater recharge sharing information for urban gardening

interior & agriculture are not the problem. Places like HUD are. Need more comprehensive
policies to direct federal resources back into communities and disincentives for development
outside of existing infrastructure. GSA is a good example of an agency reevaluating their
resources and reusing, restoring and maximizing.

tax credit projects, part 1,2,3 to different offices. Whole process needs to be online.

lean, mean program in NPS RTCA. Lots of technical assistance but gets lost in NPS. Continue to
support technical assistance like RTCA and do it better. Communicate information on technical
assistance including RTCA and other assistance.

need public transportation in the suburbs. Public transit lines to suburban centers.

3 Civil war protection program, range land protection program transportation enhancement
program, fully funding these programs would be a big help.

battlefield preservation — having funding for battlefield preservation so more localities know that
funding is available.

Suggested strengthening federal legal services available for protecting cultural resources, noting
that developers often buy the best legal services in a community as the cost of doing business.
Suggested more regional planning efforts so fewer preservation battles occur on a case-by-case
basis.

Federal Role helped with infrastructure. It’s a wonderful tool.



Discussion Question 3
Philadelphia, PA (cont.)

Need to put money into areas that are already developed. Need to emphasize urban and
suburban redevelopment

Some communities in NJ don’t trust USACE so they won’t use their funds, but will use EPA funds
and have had some successful projects with them.

Critical tool — designation. Urban sprawl — if there is some agricultural policy to keep people from
selling land to developers to make money. Need national agriculture policy that preserves prime
farmland so individuals can take action, not a political body. From a natural resource standpoint
—the feds need to look at resources that cross state and governmental boundaries so we don’t
have these bars that hinder us from protecting areas. —i.e. Appalachian Trail

competitive factors for states if HPF over $50M

Battle lost against casino (sugarhouse site) had more Native American artifacts than other sites in
PA are now sitting in archives. At Fed. Gov’t level tools like NEPA and USACE could be deployed at
these sites would be helpful. Legal structure —there is a weakness in public interest law. Casino
bought out law firms and no public interest firms got involved. Citizens groups had trouble
finding law firms that were not being paid off by the casino developers. Campaign finance abuse
— casino developers were contributors to campaign funds of the governor.

Rochambeau trail will be an incredible tool to organize heritage tourism along the trail.

Yes, there is knowledge and use of the grant programs. On the positive side of USACE, USACE
provided S for projects that have been very successful in Philadelphia. Grants.gov is very difficult
to use. It’s a challenge to find the information to apply for a grant.

ULI partnered with EPA for conference on Smart growth

president’s partnership for sustainable communities is different than AGO. 50 yrs of
transportation funding has made numerous historic resources obsolete. Need funding for local
historic preservation.

gardening and farming on empty lots in depressed urban areas like Detroit. Where is the
protection against developers who might want to crowd in?

NPS and Interior is sitting on a potential showcase passive green structures. Siteing, vegetation,
creative systems for natural ventilation, etc.

Use the resources we have in the government to reach Native Americans and engaging tribal
leaders.
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Philadelphia, PA (cont.)

NPS administers LWCF, Historic Preservation Fund, National Heritage Area program and NPS can
show leadership in getting partners to work together on state and local side (getting everyone to
the table to collaborate). Important that NPS and NHA communities get together so that NHAs
can be brought into the NPS family. NHAs don’t live up to its potential — great at bringing
recreation, history etc together. Unity of thought between NHAs and NPS is needed. NPS should
come up with a draft idea and have NHAs respond. NPS should take the first step.

AGO should look at how to make sure these underprivileged communities and historic places are
connecting. These kids need to have experiences with outside and historic places.

Keep the FRAC act within the CLEAR act. Regulate the gas industry. Advocacy. Funding.

You need everyone at the table (public and private). Having the NPS as a partner is important.
Providing seed money.

Use urban parks to bring a diverse audience to understand our heritage through our historic sites.
Fully fund HPF. Support the CLEAR Act.

SHPO needs capacity to work more locally in the field b/c PA is so locally minded. Capacity is
federal and state and local responsibility.

Full funding of LWCF. Extend the special provisions for tax deductions on easements.

NPS should embrace idea of making preservation important to kids. Kids need to experience
history — actually be immersed in a park setting and in history. More programs like Valley Force
campfire experience.

Assisting w/ current programs that work, Technical Assistance

easy ways to approach children in school — mail NPS brochures to schools — get them involved in
Webrangers — send maps of parks and maps of what is in the area — some are right around the
block! — materials exist that can be spread out and help people to know what is in their area and
outside of it.

Use marketing to increase awareness of historic sites. Fund the UGRR Network to Freedom
program.

The HPF and LWCF are funded by the oil industry — the administration should be out in front to
get both fully funded.
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Philadelphia, PA (cont.)

There are so many education programs at many levels — we need to have a way of inventorying
them...before we launch something new, we should build on what is there. Cutting Save
America’s Treasures, Preserve America, and NHA funding — what does this say about the
administration’s commitment to preservation. These programs should have a place in the
future. The Marcellus Shale in PA is a disturbing development and there are powerful forces
here. The federal government needs to take a look at this.

What drives historic preservation and economic renewal through historic preservation is more
active commitment at federal state and local levels to restore the economies. Education —
terrific if stimulus money was used to inspire young people coming out of HS, or folks laid off in
mid-career — if funds could be used to train them to perform historic preservation/construction
work. Federal role could be to promote cultural resources more — greatest effect NPS can have is
not to acquire more natural park land, but promoting cultural resources — cultural resources
needs to be addressed w/ every publication, video (example — AGO video).

Use marketing, not just for tourism, but for other programs, too, such as adult literacy, to make
connections. Get people who have no access to these places that we are preserving.

Communication - Get the word out including in mainstream media where people who are not
already interested will see and perhaps become inspired. How do you get movie makers to put
national parks and historic sites into movies? As asetting. Government sponsor an
environmental movie or a substantial documentary in theaters. More casual, constant
placement of national parks rather than one big ad campaign. Send mailings to communicate
with park information on special events. Look at past successful ad campaigns.

Fund school community service programs and provide incentives for youth.
Government sponsor documentaries to be in theaters.

More funding for parks



Discussion Question 3

Poughkeepsie, NY

FARMERS ARE ENTREPRENUERS GOING DIRECTLY TO THE CONSUMER. CREATING FOOD
SOURCES FOR PEOPLE. URGE FEDERAL GOVT TO INCREASE FUNDS FOR FRPP. RENEW
COMMITMENT. THERE IS LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL. LOOK AT REGIONAL PROCESSING
FOR LOCAL FOOD SOURCES.

I’'m a Hudson River navigator and through American Heritage Rivers Initiative. Also works here at
Marist and represents local community groups. Bringing people out are surely things promoted
by the grass roots, local community. Opportunities to partner with federal government. Every
local community has different needs and it could be recreation or natural resource conservation.
But we need to stress connecting people through the rich sites that we have, cultural, historical
and environmental. Additional resources that would help our efforts? Coming from the American
Heritage Rivers Initiative — 14 rivers that work together. Tools we need from federal government
is for federal government to be engaged, but not just through one agency, but inter-agency task
forces. It’s not once size fits all. We worked with an interagency task force. Can be such a
tremendous tool, because if | go to USDA and I’'m not talking about farm, it’s not a part of the
USDA priority of projects, if we could crossover and USDA is partnering with the American
Council of Historic Preservation or NPS is involved, then they will recognize needs of local
communities are not one size fits all. We need to work across agencies. We also need to re-
engage what the federal government has already invested. We constantly struggle with where
we belong, because the American Heritage Rivers is not part of an overarching organization.
Where do we evolve? Maybe what we do is partner with some of those local initiatives to
reengage them and make them part of the project. The challenges are, of course, money. We
need to see the federal investment across all agencies. The role can be great. We’ve seen across
our history much investment and it is a golden opportunity.

What works to engage people are community gardens, school gardens, theme farms, fresh air
farms, things to get kids out and experience their environment and to understand the food
system. Community gardens are a fabulous way to get people even in small spaces in urban
environments to connect with the outdoors, to preserve that land. Tools/resources — public land
trusts, protection of land rights for community gardens, assistance of soil remediation in
brownfields and urban areas, sites that exist and are neglected, mini-grants, funding to get school
gardens going, efforts to bring fresh food to children. Challenges — state and local regulations that
are seen as barriers right now. Lack of incentives, short term goals for development that
fragments the land and takes land out of production as a green space. Green spaces or
community gardens being sold. Maybe if they are sold could have some percentage of the fund
be put into a coffer — when public land is sold, to put some of that money into a coffer to use for
other public lands, soil remediation, etc. Food modernization act is an opportunity to amend that
in certain ways not to overburden small producers. Can’t be one size fits all, right now it’s five
hundred dollar blanket fee for every farmer that participates. We need to mitigate that and make
it more flexible for small farmers or a variety of farmers.



Discussion Question 3

Poughkeepsie, NY (cont.)

I’'m here as a private citizen. However, I’'m involved in a number of businesses and activities
related to the subject. Regarding the two other areas I’'m involved in, I’'m the designated
developer of a project called Longdock Beacon, a collaborative project in Beacon with Scenic
Hudson, constructing riverfront land there in the city of Beacon into a tourist destination, a
facility that will be developed according to sustainable practices. Connecting to outdoors requires
a place to spend the night. That dramatically increases the chances of people spending more time
there, because they have the chance to spend a second day and can take advantage of more
resources. This gets into the private sector and development. I’'m also on the Board of Directors
of Hudson Valley Fresh and also interested in economic development to the dairy cooperative.
What struck me in my various roles is that | believe that it’s a mistake that the U.S Department of
Housing and Urban Development is not involved in this initiative. In each of these projects I've
been involved in, HUD has been involved as well. Most recently, Hudson Vallley Fresh has been a
recipient of HUD funding for job retention at one of the oldest family-owned dairies in the state.
HUD plays a very important role and since money is constantly being mentioned as a challenge,
those are potential deep sources of financing. HUD loan programs can help finance many projects
and any tourist association can be financed in part by HUD 108 loans, do not need congressional
appropriation for the full amount of the loan. It’s a wide open source of capital.
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attorney and involved in Walkway over the Hudson. Most people thought | was nuts to try to
turn a railroad bridge into a walkway. It's become the 3rd biggest tourist attraction in NY State.
We've had 600,000 visitors. | think it’s popular because it’s very simple — it's a way to get people
outdoors without cars. Shared for bicycles, skaters, runners, walkers, small scooters. It takes
about half hour to walk across it. Until you get out there, you can’t understand the beauty of it.
It’s quiet, it’s peaceful and people just love it. It's going to connect with 25 miles of traffic-free
trails on both sides. I've been pushing for a number of years with the Dept of Transportation not
just to concentrate on providing motor vehicles access, but on bikes and pedestrians. Not enough
attention to sidewalks and traffic-free lanes. There’s no shoulders, sidewalks, traffic free lanes. |
think that’s the reason for the obesity problem because there isn’t a safe way to get out and walk
around. We've concentrated on motor vehicles for too long. Dept of Transportation needs to
take into account and consideration the impact on bicycling and pedestrian traffic. Maybe some
incentives that every project they do, they take into account the impact on biking, walking, take
that into consideration. Even with the project we did, we had transportation funding and it took
us 3 or 4 years to use that. We had to get most of the money through other means. In the
Hudson Valley in general, we are the original great outdoors. It’s the most beautiful area in the
world and | think the federal government should concentrate on this area by making it accessible
to people not just in motor vehicles. Railroad transport—one of the problems we had, csx a new
freight line, not really cooperating in helping us use old rail trails. Trying to get commercial
interests to buy them, but the federal government could help. The feds could take a role in
providing incentives or leaning on CSX. Senator Schumer helped with the walkway. We are
working on other things. CSX owns a key piece that we need for the trails. It is all coming into
fruition except for the one piece we are trying to buy from CSX. We’re within close proximity of
10-15 million people in New York City. Local people can’t get out West, but by protecting the
Hudson Valley we helping people get outdoors in an area that’s close to a concentrated
population. We were overwhelmed with the success. By word of mouth we’re getting people
from all over the world. You just have to go talk to people to see they’re coming from
everywhere. We're still working on parking issues, an elevator, benches, but it’s been a
remarkable success. Until you get up there, you can’t understand the beauty of it. With those
trail connections, we could make a trail from here to NYC, but there is a lot of resistance to it. But
if we could get the federal government to help us lean on the railroads.
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Small grass roots group working in Putnam County. Being an advanced senior, | will read my
comments. (Written comments were submitted.) The great swamp of eastern Putnam and
Dutchess County is a different type of river system — 20 mile length encompasses two major river
systems. The Housatonic and the Hudson. The East branch of the Croton River also is part of the
NYC water system. The great swamp is known to supply about 20% of water to the Croton
system. The great swamp is the 2nd largest fresh water wetland and the largest red maple
swamp in the state. Many thousands of acres are included in this area, fresh water swamp
habitat and critical resources that provide areas where children and adults can get out and
engage in science in the field by tracking turtles or simply enjoying the joys of being outdoors.
Hunting, fishing, kayaking and canoeing are possible. Many species live here, many species of
birds, major breeding population of turtles, amphibians, reptiles, etc. Over 25 species of
mammals, rare plants are numerous. Eight natural communities support rare plants. Success —
the answer is a coalition of partners led by an entirely volunteer organization. Friends of the
Great Swamp (FROG) that has been able to obtain Recovery Act funds, with 11 partners as well as
local land owners have all come together to preserve over 600 acres in the swamp and more
acres in conservation easement. Major challenge — funding. Potential for new homes and
development in the great swamp watershed. Demand for open space has driven prices beyond
which feds are willing to pay. We need more open space lands in the Hudson Valley. Land prices
and taxes are exorbitant here. There are few other grants for open space preservation. What can
the federal government do? Now is the time before it’s gone to create unique and valuable open
space. We support that creation of the Hudson Valley as a National Park. FROG would like to
propose that the federal government acquire additional acreage in the Great swamp to create a
national wildlife refuge to protect the habitat of the wildlife in the great swamp to protect
habitat of waterfowl and songbirds and rare reptiles, amphibians, mammals, and butterflies. This
refuge could also act as a biological research station as well as preserving water quality and
provide public education. The addition of a north woods element is a thought. The northeast
would then have a national refuge and a national forest similar to what is out west. People
cannot connect to the wild world, if there is no wild world out there. Preserving the great swamp
is an important first step. We look forward to partnering with the federal government.

zoning commission for town of Taughkonic, town is rewriting its zoning code and an area that the
federal government could connect with. I’'m reaching out to find resources to help the town s feel
empowered and to understand the importance. We are the front line of conservancy with a 36-
year old code where the word conservancy doesn’t even appear. And of course there is funding.
We have $10,000 to get us through a three year process. Feds could reach out about these
issues. We need funding for planners and helping organize. We are the front line to educating our
townspeople and we are losing our population. We’ve had dairy farmers taking their own lives
because they can’t face the debt they are acquiring.



Discussion Question 3

Poughkeepsie, NY (cont.)

The Hudson Valley is the birthplace of the modern environmental movement. We have
partnerships and incredible collaboration through the government, organizations to help provide
food to our incredible farm stands, tourism. Great opportunity to build on what we have here as
a great resource and collaboration. One aspect of that collaboration is “Saving the Land that
Matters Most” 17 land trusts are working together. 65,000 acres that we estimated cost about
$500 million dollars to implement. There are other estuaries around the country, but the idea
that in 5 years we could preserve that green corridor of the Hudson Valley is within our grasp.
We think it can be done through a number of exiting funding sources with a collaboration with
USDA, DEC, etc. If we all work together to fight for full funding of existing initiatives is what we
need. We have the Land Conservation Fund, the Highlands Conservation Act authorized for $100
million, the National Estuary Program — full funding is essential for these. We've asked Governor
Patterson and Mayor Bloomberg for funding. USDA farm and ranch protection program is
miniscule amount of funding. | would love to work with the Dept of Ag to identify other funding
sources because we have land trusts on the ground, working in our communities with the
farmers and land owners. We need a federal partner here. Working with NRCS, USDA, land trust
community to protect what is a great source of food for the valley and for NYC. Many of our
farmers are trucking their food to NYC. If the land is lost at the rate, Hudson Valley agricultural
sector is one of the 10 most threatened nationally. This is a time of real urgency and a great
opportunity for collaboration.

Captain of the Clearwater. | believe in conservation. The sloop Clearwater is a large sailing vessel
and part of the mission is protecting the waters of the Hudson. We do on the water education.
Our standard sail is three hours, a field trip for students. The boat is a replica of the cargo vessels
that would have been on the Hudson. So the kids are getting an all-encompassing experience on
the Hudson — learning about the history and the environment. But these kids are 9-22 years old.
Everything we're talking about in terms of conservation, recreation is going to happen in the
future. If we short change a serious understanding of how to work the outdoors into the
education system, especially for the kids in urban areas or in isolated rural areas, it might be the
first time they’ve slept outdoors or been on a boat. It’s a very intensive program to give these
kids a place to put their enthusiasm and we must get them while they are young. We heard from
the youth yesterday — one girl said that we don’t think it’s good to mandate what we have to
learn. But | do think it makes a difference in the attitude that you have from the top. Value
outdoor education, but not necessarily mandate it. Some resources that would be good would be
to streamline the grant process. Many small organizations need help applying for funding. Giving
those small organizations the opportunity to get money — it doesn’t need to be millions of
dollars. (Beczak in Yonkers, Rocking the Boat for example). It can be a local place that can't fill out
150-page grants but can handle smaller grants. Facilitating that grant process is important. And
setting the example of early education is something that needs to be done.

If funds from Land and water conservation fund could be made available directly to local trusts
and nonprofits rather than going through the state.
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| am a Local Farmer in Dutchess County. | just wanted to be able to bring to your attention some
of my concerns as a livestock farmer in New York.|l currently operate under a USDA exemption
with a USDA inspected plant.

This limits me to 20,000 birds per year.l think that our numbers should be doubled. The reason
being -

these numbers were arbitrarily established decades ago. All farming expenses have more then
doubled since these regulation were first implemented.Even with the doubling of numbers to
40,000 it would still just be a part-time operation. You couldn’t successfully operate a
slaughterhouse 5days a week with 4 employees and justify paying a full-time inspector.

Catalyze Partnerships — by supporting intiative such as the Shawangunk Ridge Biodiversity
Partnership and the Shawangunk Mountains Scenic Byway

National Awareness — raise awareness of open space and preservation efforts and opportunities
for support.

Captial Investment — provide grant funding for planning and capital projects that will deliver long
term return on investment in terms of increased organizational effectiveness, efficiency, and
capacity for responding to a fast changing world.

Transportation Enhancements — Federal support for transportation intiatives that link
destinations with each other and major transportation hubs are needed while ensuring access for
all ages and abilities including trail connections, transportation programs, rail trail development
and improved highway design

Development of the "Smart Park" — In a world of new communications technologies, alternative
energies, and integrated, systems, many nature preserves lack the capital for investment in
planning and design that will make them more efficient, effective, and sustainable in serving their
missions. Assistance upfront can leverage investment by donors in the implementation of
strategies that will reduce the bottom line while enabling organizations to provide better service
to more people

Yet, while much has been accomplished, the need is still very great. As an example, in the last six
years we have receieved more than 100 applications from communities seeking assistance with
trail development through our Healthy Trails, Healthy People program that could only select less
than a third of the applicants.

The federal government must provide even greater financial assistance to help New York and its
communities build the parks and alternative transportation infrastructure that will make it easy
for citizens of all ages and abilities, especially in undeserved rural and urban environments, to
access the outdoors and enjoy a park or trail or substitute trails for a car to undertake acitivies as
part of daily life, and, as a result, improve their health. This means:
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Assistance with operational funding for our state parks to ensure they can remain open, properly
operate and fully serve the public.

Support for capital investments in our state parks - more than $650 million is needed to erase a
backlog of essential infrastructure improvments in New York's state parks

Funds for conservation agencies to seize opportunities to acquire land to develop new parks in
underserved areas and establish buffers and eliminate in-holdings in existing parks

Creation of bicycle and pedestrian trails that provide inter and intra community links

Complete Streets improvements that result in environments that encourage walking and biking
that is attractive and safe

Establishment and promotion of Safe Routes to School programs and supporting infrastructure
improvements that encourage children to walk or bike to school

Assessment of trails for accessibility and the development of sighage needed to convey
accessibility information at trailheads to make it easier for persons of all ages and abilities to
decide which parks and trails meet their needs

Fully funding the Land and Water Conservation Fund and equalizing the federal and stateside
allocations to put more dollars in the hands of state and local governments to undertake local
conservation and park and trail projects, especially in underserved areas

Directing greater dollars to alternative transportation and bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the
new transportation bill, including monies for construction of new resources as well as capital
improvements to existing trails and paths

Increasing funding for the National Park Service Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance (RTCA)
Program - Parks and Trails New York has enjoyed a long and fruitful relationship with the RTCA
program staff and have worked with them directly on several New York trail projects. We know
first-hand how highly the RTCA program is regarded and how effectively it has helped
communities, large and small, urban and rural, build trails all across the state. For many New York
cities, towns and villages it is the only contact they ever have with the Department of the
Interior. Some examples of New York trails that the RTCA staff have helped launch include the
350-mile Erie Canalway Trail, 58-mile Champlain Canalway Trail, 90-mile Genesee Valley
Greenway, and the Walkway over the Hudson.
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Continuing and increasing support for the National Heritage Corridor program. The grants,
promotional materials, and technical assistance that the Hudson River Valley and Erie Canalway
National Heritage Corridors offer to communities have made a huge impact in stimulating
regional cooperation and partnerships around a common purpose. With Heritage Corridor
assistance, communities are empowered to more fully interpret and promote their history and
uniqueness, attract additional visitors, and improve the economy and overall quality of life for
their residents.

Establishing additional local assistance programs in other federal agencies or in a completely new
America's Great Outdoors Initiative that combines multi-agency efforts

In the enclosed package we have offered you brief descriptions of what is happening here in the
Hudson Valley followed by proposals for action by the federal government that can boost our
efforts to new heights. Here in the Hudson Valley, we have created inventories of the top priority
lands that must be preserved, and we have a cadre of 17 land trusts working together with
limited private and state funds to save them during this period of low real estate prices. We have
an action agenda for restoring the health of our Hudson River National Estuary and connecting
people with the river, reflecting brod consensus among key governmental and NGO stakeholders.
To be blunt, the missing ingredient in most cases is money. We would urge you to work within
existing authorizations and programs to bring funds to bear to implement these conservation
intiatives.

Hudson Valley farms are the primary source of fresh produce for New York City, representing 80
percent of the vendors at its GreenMarkets. They contribute $530 million in direct economic
benefit while supporting a $4.7-billion tourism economy. Land trusts are leading efforts to ensure
permanent protection of the valley's agricultural lands - 20 percent of the region's overall
landscape. Farms protect our forests, wetlands, and watersheds; they also provide scenic
backdrops for many cultural and historic treasures. Despite this, the American Farmland Trust has
designated the valley one of the country's 10 most threatened agricultural regions. The state
loses 10 times more farmland to development than it protects annually. State support for
purchasing development rights has been slashed to $5 million a year - 16 percent of 2009's level -
despite a $70-million backlog of approved transactions. Federal funding for New York through
the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP) averages $2 million to $4 million per year,
just 3.2 percent of funding over the program's history.

A major federal intiative should be launched to preserve Hudson Valley farmland as a critical food
source for New York City and the metropolitan region. Modeled on the historic New York City
Watershed agreement, a federal-state-NYC-NGO partnership should be established to fully
characterize the food supply and fund protection of its land base within 10 years.

Dramatically increase Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP) funding. The need to
protect farmland in key valley agricultural communities exceeds $100 million. Allow land trusts to
receive FRPP funds for easement and non-easement costs. Reduce the requirement for a 50-
percent local funding match.
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Create "Debt for Nature" - like programs that allow farmers debt relief for conserving land or
opening farms to passive recreation

Offer interest-free loans to young farmers to buy farmland in return for conservation easements.

Enact new tax tools, including the enhanced federal conservation easement tax incentive, to help
farmers and private landowners conserve family lands. Allow landowners to deduct a larger
portion of their income over a longer time period. Permanent expansion would be a tremendous
boon to conservation by landowners not wealthy enough to take advantage of current reduced
incentives.

Expand the Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food intiative. Implement a public awareness
campaign about the links between public health (including obesity and nutrition), farmland
protection and the economic viability of the Northeast's agricultural community.

A strong federal financial partnership with the NGO community could achieve the goal of
protecting 65,000 priority acres along this American Heritage River. The federal government
should commit to a one-third share of this intiative's cost - projected at $500 million before the
real estate market's collapse - over a 10-year periond.

Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program. In FY 2010, $82 million in projects were
determined as CECLP-eligible, yet only $20 million was disbursed. Increase finding to $50 million
nationwide to address this shortfall.

National Estuary Program. Create a regional allocation for the Hudson Valley consistent with Gov.
Paterson and NYC Mayer Bloomberg's request for $52 million for the NY/NJ Harbor Estuary
Program and Hudson River Estuary Program. Invest 20 percent in strategic land conservation
along the Hudson River corridor.

Expedite DOI completion of the Hudson River Valley Special Resources Study. Ensure it
references protecting scenic lands visible from the National Historic Sites and calls for federal
funds to meet this need.

Conserving and restoring the Hudson River estuary in the 21st century requires a big-picture
approach focused on measurable results and long-range planning. An enhanced partnership
between federal and state agencies and the private sector can have an ecosystem-wide impact.

Expedite completion of the Hudson River Valley Special Resources Study Act. Ensure it includes
plans for conserving important natural areas that buffer historic sites, contain habitat for key
species and provide recreation

Enhance technical capacity available through NOAA, USGS, and FEMA. Prioritize technical support
in areas where sea-level rise threatens critical habitats, recreational access and key public
infrastructure.
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Much more can be done to link rail stops and urban centers with the valley's magnificent but
remote outdoor destinations, primarily accessible by car. Expanded rail-trail links and broader
system of clean-vehicle mass transit to outdoor and cultural sites would dramatically expand
tourism and recreational opportunities while enhancing public health and economic benefits.

Provid funds to support clean-fueled vans connecting mass-transit stations with outdoor
recreation opportunities.

Expand "National Recreational Trail" designation beyond Walkway Over the Hudson to include
other trails; accompany with funding to enhance the trail system and related recreation in
trailside communities.

Federal resources and legislation will provide a mandate to connect children to the great
outdoors, enabling the valley's environmental educators to broaden the reach of their place-
based work into undeserved communities and provide new places to engage schoolchildren with
nature.

Provide funding (through the National Estuary Program) for the NYS Hudson River Estuary Action
Agenda, a key player in the valley's environmental education community.

Include environmental education as a goal in the draft strategic plan for the EPA; align work on
this goal with the National Environmental Education Act

The DOI should expedite completion of the Hudson River Valley Special Resources Study (Rep.
Hinchey, Sen. Gillibrand sponsors). Ensure it identifies roles for agencies to support valley
educators connecting youth to nationally significant natural landscapes.

Support Conservation mentoring programs and "green job" training intiatives targeting middle
and high school-aged youth.

People are hungry to get outdoors in the Hudson Valley, but federal resources are needed to
protect key destinations, develop public awareness of its special sites and make them accessible.

Fully fund the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and Highlands Conservation Act (HCA).
Private land trusts should be eligible to directly receive funds to conserve recreational and
working landscapes and scenic lands surrounding heritage destinations.

Jumpstart the newly created National Tourism Office; fund regional events in the Hudson Valley.
Federal funds will be leveraged by state investments via the Hudson River Valley Greenway and |
Love NY campaing.

Retool transportation programs to support pedestrian and bicycle links to mass transit and
recreational, cultural, and historic designations.

Fund professional organizers to implement recreation outings; network with the valley's
recreational outfitters.
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Support initiative that link destinations with each other and major transportation hubs. Fund
ferries and other mass-transit to connect people to waterfront, kayaking opportunities and water
trails.

Support physical trail connections that link urban areas with nearby open spaces and
waterfronts; ensure access for all ages and abilities where feasible.

Federal funding for communities/municipalities to sample and report on water quality. Improving
water quality must be a priority in any valley/river-wide intiative, beause it implicates so many
other issues - recreation, ecosystem health, public health, tourism (economic benefits). Federal
funding for local governments to sample and report on water quality in their part of the river is
fundamental way to engage the public on creating solutions and augment existing environmental
education programs.

Protecting and restoring key Hudson River fish populations and habitats that support them.
Preserving and restoring historic Hudson River fisheries, such as American shad and striped bass,
depends on collaborative action to restore critical river and shoreline habitat and improving
regulation of offshore commercial fisheries. Ont he habitat sie, increased collaboration and
participation from the Army Corps of Engineers, DEC and NOAA in restoring fish spwaning habitat
such as todal and freshwater wetlands and Upper Hudson tributaries will reap long-term rewards.
On the fisheries side, improving the capacity of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
and DEC fisheries to work together on monitoring and enforcement can stem the tide of
destructive overfishing, and lead to sustainable fish stock that can support recreational and
possibly commerical fisheries in the future. In addition, National Park Service designations have
been successful at making the link to the public between aesthetic/recreational enjoyment of the
"outdoors" and the value of a healthy ecosystem.

Restore the Hudson Estuary and its shore lands. The NYS Hudson River Estuary Program has
engaged more than 500 partners to restore and manage ciritical habitats and systems in our
watershed, yet federal funding for our nationally significant estuary is virtually non-existent.
Governor Paterson and NYC Mayor Bloomberg have issued a request for $52 million in funds for
the NY/NJ Harbor Estuary Program and NYS Hudson River Estuary Program from the National
Estuary Program to save way may be the last eastern river to have viable spawning stocks of
oceangoing fish. This investment will sustain the Hudson River as a vital natueal resources that is
appreciated by the 1 in 12 Americans who live within an hour's drive of its shores.

We'd also like to work with our transit agencies so that more bikes are allowed on buses and
trains so that those, for example, who want to go biking at Minnewaska, don't have to take a car
to get their bike there.
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We ask that the Administration move forward with Complete Streets legislation, which will
assure that our roads are designed to be safer for all users, not just cars. This is a safety issue-
New York State has the 3rd highest fatality rate in the nation for pedestrians- but it is also an
economic development issue. If tourist who come to the Hudson Valley to connect to nature
don't feel safe walking in our hamlets or biking on our roads, they won't get out of their cars or
spend money in our communities.

Currently, the Secretary of the US Department of Transportation is not listed as a leader in this
initiative. While it is clear that there will be interagency coordination, we'd like to emphasize the
vital role that national, state and local DOT's must fill.

The federal government can provide greater funding opportunities for recreational type projects.
One of the'largest federal sources currently is the Transportation Enhancement program,
but.projects must have a transportation function to be eligible.

The federal government can work more aggressively to ensure that the Hudson River
remediation is more comprehensive by including navigational dredging in the cleanup which
would dramatically improve the publics access to the River and its resources.

In our experience, the most effective strategy for promoting conservation, recreation and
connecting the public to the outdoor experiences is building partnerships. We need strong
federal support for collaborative efforts between public and private agencies, as well as local,
state and federal agencies. This needs to be coupled with consistent, sustainable funding for
conservation programs that improve our economy while restoring our environment.

With funding from the U.S Department of Labor, our department -- working with partner
agencies - could develop a youth employment program which trains workers in green job skills in
conservation and stewardship, energy conservastion and green construction technology.
Uneployed young adults could be placed at various department facilities, such as fish hatcheries
and education centers, to work on natural resource conservation projects and to assist with
education, outreach and environmental studies. Participants would gain not only a greater
awareness and appreciation for the environment but, as important, on-the-job experience as
team members with DEC staff working trail maintenance, campground upgrades, invasive species
removal, tree plantings and disability access enhancements. This program would serve as both
an investment in meeting current environmental challenges and in creating a skilled workforce
for the emerging green economy.

You have asked us today, as a part of this process, to tell you what works and what can be
improved. One answer, to these questions, is accountability for Federal capital grants. This past
spring, in the midst of a budget crisis here in New York State, state parks were placed on the
chopping block. Over 50 state parks, including Schodack Island State Park, were slated to close.
Many of these parks contain facilities: buildings, roads, boat launches, swimming pools, and other
capital improvements that were paid for, in part, with Federal funding. There was, as you have
likely heard, an outcry. Never before, even in the depths of the Great Depression, had a New
York State Park been closed.
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As you move forward with the America’s Great Outdoors agenda, please do your best to see that
a strong capital grant compliance process is set forth in statute and regulation. Establish clear
time frames for the useful life of capital improvements. Provide for detailed annual self
certifications, to be completed by capital grant recipients, verifying that facilities constructed
under the grant program remain open to the public, continue to be used for the intended grant
purpose, and meet other grant requirements during the useful life of the capital improvements.

Supplement annual self-certifications with periodic compliance monitoring visits and audits by
representatives of the granting agency. Where grant recipients present a justifiable reason to
close or cease use of a facility within the grant period, provide for a review process and require
that the recipient either substitute a new and equal facility elsewhere or return a prorated
portion of the grant to the U.S. Treasury. In cases of unresolved non-compliance, provide for
referral to the United States Attorney for appropriate legal action.

The time has come to step up federal commitment to our estuaries as ecosystems, recreational
areas, and working waters, and include national estuaries in the next big conservation initiative,
America's Great Outdoors, and making NEPs and NERRs eligible for funding through LWCF.

AmeriCorps (U.S. Corporation for National and Community Service)

For the past four decades, conservation and service corps have demonstrated that young adults
engaged in stewardship projects make significant contributions to their local communities and
develop crucial skills and attitudes needed to become productive citizens. As pressures on our
nation’s land and natural resources grows and youth unemployment soars, an enhanced
AmeriCorps program provides a holistic approach to addressing challenges faced by
communities, natural resource agencies and families alike. Expanded funding of the AmeriCorps
program will not only ensure completion of a backlog of needed conservation projects; it will
help train and support the next generation of environmental leaders.

AmeriCorps support has also been provided for crews to complete much needed stewardship
projects at DEC environmental education centers and on state lands. Western New York
AmeriCorps crews removed invasive species and made trail safety improvements at Reinstein
Woods Nature Preserve near Buffalo. The Headwaters Youth Conservation Corps provides trail
maintenance and habitat improvement services to Rogers Environmental Education Center and
state forests in central New York.

The state’s fiscal situation has eliminated funding for these two important partners recently;
federal waivers for reduction or elimination of partner matches would help restore these
important stewardship collaborations on state lands.
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Conservation Corps and Green Jobs (U.S. Department of Labor)

New York faces environmental a range of problems that will require a greatly expanded and
diversified workforce to manage: stewardship of 4.4 million acres of state conservation land;
dilapidated state and municipal parks; homes that need weatherization to conserve energy; a
growing list of invasive species and damaged ecosystems. With funding from the U.S Department
of Labor, NYSDEC and our sister agencies could initiate a summer youth employment program
focused natural resource conservation and stewardship projects. We would envision placing
unemployed young adults at as forty regional facilities such as field headquarters, fish hatcheries
and education centers to where participants would work as part of existing DEC crews on
projects such as trail maintenance, campground upgrades, invasive species removal, tree
plantings, and ADA enhancements.

Participants would also gain jobs skills training in key construction trades such as carpentry,
plumbing, electric, masonry and painting, with an emphasis on developing skills in weatherization
and energy efficiency. The training would include both classroom-based and on-the-job skills
development,

Forest Legacy Program

The Forest Legacy Program (USFS), while currently underfunded, has proven to be an effective
tool when resources are available. The Department of Environmental Conservation has used
Legacy funding to acquire key working forest conservation easements that have worked
extremely well to keep forest land in private ownership with sustainable management
requirements and strategic public recreation rights. While New York has developed highly
effective conservation easement programs for forest and farm land protection, the current fiscal
crisis has diminished the ability of New York’s Environmental Protection Fund, to sustain these
efforts. Absent scarce state resources there is a great need for federal funding to support these
critical state programs.
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Land and Water Conservation Fund

In 1963, President John F. Kennedy made a pledge to the nation that, as this country exploited
offshore oil and gas resources, the proceeds would be invested through the Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF) into the outdoor recreation needs of the states and local
communities. It worked, and worked well to re-connect people to the outdoors in their own
communities. The state side of the LWCF has been used in the past by virtually every community
in New York State to acquire and build local parks and preserves. We are encouraged that
legislation is pending in Congress to fully fund the state side of the LWCF; this would address an
immediate and pressing need that can quickly help the AGO meet many of its goals to reconnect
Americans to nature and promote community based recreation and conservation. In New York,
the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation administers this program in conjunction
with funding from the State Environmental Protection Fund. The infusion of new federal funding
could re-invigorate this program and stimulate extensive local conservation and recreation
projects.

Other Department of Interior programs that need additional funding, as well as a temporary
reduction in the state match requirement in light of states' dire fiscal situations, include the
North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) and the Coastal and Estuarine Land
Conservation Program (CELCP). Both programs have been instrumental in conserving valuable
wetland and coastal habitats and leveraging private investments and support from not-for-profit
partners.

New York Conservation Partnership Program, a partnership with land trusts

New York is proud of its work with and investment in the state’s land trust community. The
Conservation Partnership Program (www.dec.ny.gov/lands/48901.html), a partnership between
the state and the Land Trust Alliance, is a model not-for-profit capacity building grant program
for the country. Development of a nationwide grant program to provide capacity building
assistance to local, regional and statewide land trusts and other conservation not-for-profit
organizations could leverage substantial private conservation funding and build even more
effective networks in communities across the nation. Pairing this concept with the ability of land
trusts to access LWCF, NAWCA and CELCP land acquisition funds, similar to the Great Outdoors
Colorado model, would yield even greater results and leverage of private conservation dollars.
In addition, we support the recommendation to DOI Deputy Secretary David Hayes from Karen
Roux of the Orange County Land Trust regarding federal support for establishment of urban
community gardens. There is currently no central source of information free of charge to the
general public that offers consistent, practical and valuable guidance on establishing and
maintaining community gardens in an urban landscape. A federal program which provides
technical assistance through regionally based agents specializing in community garden design and
implementation would offer valuable assistance for urban communities.
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Tax Incentives for Land Conservation

In 2006, New York passed and implemented a state Conservation Easement Tax Credit (CETC),
which offers landowners a refundable tax credit up to $5,000 per year to offset the property tax
burden on lands for which a conservation easement was donated to a qualified conservation
organization. The CETC has proved to be a benefit to both the public and landowners.

Similarly, the federal conservation easement tax incentive enhancements, first enacted in 2006,
have increased the rate of land conservation benefiting landowners and the public. The
enhancements raise the deduction a donor can take for donating a conservation easement from
30% of their adjusted gross income in any year to 50%; allows qualifying farmers and ranchers to
deduct up to 100% of their income; and extends the carry-forward period for a donor to take tax
deductions for voluntary conservation agreements from 5 to 15 years. While initially enacted for
the period of one year and extended each year, the enhancements expired at the end of the
2009 calendar year. New York enthusiastically supports the renewal of these enhancements and
making them permanent.

Sustainable Food Sources and Agricultural Education

It is or should be axiomatic that the best way to learn about the environment is to experience it
directly. A unique program in New York, Operation Explore, offers New York City public school
students in grades four through six the opportunity to link classroom science activities with the
outdoors. Three distinct but interrelated environments—aquatic, farm, and forest—are explored
through hands-on day and overnight experiences. At Stony Kill Farm, a 1,000 acre environmental
education center operated by NYSDEC in Dutchess County, students learn how their food is
produced and discover the interdependence of urban and agricultural communities. Everyone
gets to see and do things they may have never experienced before: a chance to grind corn, feed
cows and chickens, and use their senses to explore plants in the greenhouse, and run or walk
around the perimeter of an acre to get a sense of its dimensions. Funding from NPS and partners
to continue and expand Operation Explore would enhance our opportunities to inform urban
youth about the importance of agriculture and natural resource protection.
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Implementation of the HREP Action Agenda relies on partnerships with federal and state
agencies, as well as local municipalities, non-profits, academic and scientific institutions,
businesses, trade organizations, landowners and dedicated volunteers. The Hudson River Estuary
Management Advisory Committee provides guidance to the program, helps the state define goals
and evaluate progress, and provides a communication bridge to a wider group of partners and
stakeholders.

DEC would like to replicate this successful model in other key state watersheds, including the
Mohawk Valley and the Upper Hudson River, Long Island Sound, the ocean on the south shore of
Long Island, and the watersheds of the Great Lakes. Cooperation and financial support from
several federal programs including the National Heritage Program, National Estuarine Research
Reserve program, and support for water quality monitoring and geographic mapping has made it
possible for the HREP to be effective in its mission. Similar partnerships will be integral to the
successful replication of the HREP in other areas of the state.

This year, Governor Paterson and Mayor Bloomberg requested a necessary and appropriate
increase in federal funds for HREP through the EPA National Estuary Program that would address
issues in the Raritan River in New Jersey, the New York/New Jersey Harbor Estuary and the
Hudson River Estuary. The request for $52 million for FFY 2011 (copy of letter attached) would
implement the existing, consensus-based plans for the restoration of these estuaries: the Hudson-
Raritan Estuary Comprehensive Restoration Plan (prepared by the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey and the Army Corp of Engineers in partnership with the New York-New Jersey
HEP) and the related Hudson River Estuary Action Agenda (developed by New York State in
conjunction with federal, local, and not-for-profit partners).

The Hudson River Estuary Program is an excellent model that could be replicated in watersheds
with additional federal funding.
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Wastewater infrastructure investment and green infrastructure incentives

New York’s wastewater infrastructure is in decline and needs at least $36.2 billion in funding over
the next 20 years to address the needs of aging, failing and new facilities. [See DEC’s report: “A
Gathering Storm” http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/42383.html] An enhanced, consistent
commitment of federal funding is absolutely essential to protect this vast and essential
infrastructure whose failure will result in irreparable harm to our waters, imperil the health of
our citizens and ecosystems and cause havoc to our economy. And as we work to upgrade these
critical facilities, we also need to think of new approaches to protect our waters. New York has
been working closely with the EPA to (1) make our state revolving fund (i.e. Clean Water SRF
and/or Drinking Water SRF) more sustainable by examining how it could better support smart
growth, energy efficiency, and asset management, and (2) support better wet weather controls
and the need to adapt to a changing climate by encouraging the wider use of so-called “green
infrastructure” projects to protect natural resources.

On the first point, DEC and the state’s water financing Environmental Facilities Corporation have
been working to ensure that projects funded through the SRF do not promote sprawling,
unsustainable growth, setting priorities instead on repairs and enhancements of existing
infrastructure and support for downtowns and historic town centers. The SRF can be an effective
tool for promoting wise local land use planning, and to the extent feasible, finance projects that
are consistent with existing land use plans. It also can and should promote wastewater treatment
facilities that maximize energy efficiency.

New York State has encouraged the wider use of the Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund
provide financial support to local governments to implement comprehensive green infrastructure
programs. NYSDEC's vision of an enhanced green infrastructure program includes assistance to
local governments and NGO'’s to identify and incorporate green approaches into plans to address
water infrastructure needs and to develop local programs to protect resources through
landowner incentive programs, sensible land use regulations, conservation easements and best
management practices. The requirement in ARRA and Federal Fiscal Year 2010 appropriation that
20% of the Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund appropriations be used for the green project
should become the norm in future SRF funding determinations.
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Environmental Education Grants

The Environmental Education Grants Program provides seed money to support environmental
education projects that increase the public’s awareness about environmental issues and provides
them with the skills to pursue responsible courses of actions. Smaller grants to local schools and
communities have supported hands-on education programs on ecological topics and provided
teacher trainings to enhance environmental literacy within schools and neighborhoods. Larger
grants have fostered the development of programs with wider focus, such as online teacher
trainings in environmental education. With additional funding, standards-based national
environmental education curriculums such as Project WILD, Project WET (Water Education for
Teachers) and Project Learning Tree could be offered to a wider range of audiences, providing
educators with both skills and knowledge to infuse environmental education into the broad
spectrum of their topics. Continued and enhanced support for these grants would allow states to
expand existing partnerships, establish environmental literacy plans and a database of resources
for educators and community members.

The Trust for Public Land (TPL) applauds the administration's leadership in convening a diverse
constituency to develop a sound approach to 21st-century land conservation tha will protect our
natural resources and keep Americans connected to the land. Community-driven conservation is
most successful when it engages a wide range of interests, but it needs federal leadership to
bring together stakeholders and federal resources to leverage state, local, and private dollars.

This is a critical moment for land conservation in America: projected population growth will put
additional pressure on existing parks and reduce remaining open space, an entire generation's
health is at risk from a sedentary lifestyle, and climate change threatens to alter many of our
important natural systems. Investing now in the continuum of conservation--from the urban core
to wilderness areas--will ensure a healthier and greener future for America and leave an
important legacy for our children and grandchildren.

Greater investment in close-to-home parks and open space across America. Better openspace
planning; creating of trails, waterfronts, and anchor parks; and protection of natural lands will
help transform our urban areas, where the majority of Americans live, and address park equity
issues. These investments will enhance connections to the natural world, foster a healthier
lifestyle for children and adults alike, create liveable and prosperous communities, and support
improved energy efficiency in transportation, land-use patterns, climate regulation, and water
management. Moving forward in this direction will rewuire multi-agency coordination and
focused funding.
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Increased and consistent funding to support federal, state, and local conservation, including full
funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). LWCF investments ensure continued
protection of America's public lands and enhance public access to recreation through grants to
states, counties and cities. Federal funds like the LWCF that leverage state and local investment
in outdoor recreation lands are critical to a successful conservation outcome and require active
partnerships among federal, state, and local governments. Increased funding for LWCF should
include a competitive matching grant component to incentivize state and local investments in
conservation.

Without full, dedicated funding to LWCEF, critical land and water conservation needs and
opportunities in New York may be lost forever.

Focused federal coordination and investment to support landscape conservation. Integrated
landscape conservation that addresses both public and private working lands is the most
effective strategy to achieve water security for people and fisheries; protect forest systems the
provide carbon sequestration, recreational use, and filter pollutants; and establish connective
cooridors to ensure adaptive distribution of habitat for wildlife species most vulnerable to
climate change. New public-private partnerships that leverage existing federal conservation
programs and new federal resources in combination with state, local, and private fundig to
achieve landscape conservation objectives are integral to these efforts.

2. Renewal of the extended federal tax incentive for conservation is critical to increasing the pace
of land conservation. Congress should make permanent the 2006 extended federal tax incentive
for land conservation. When in effect from 2006 through 2009 the pace of land conservation by
private landowners increased enormously.

3. Federal funding for the NY Conservation Partnership Program, (for capacity building,
conservation programs, and transaction costs), is needed. New York's Hudson Valley land trusts
and LTA's NY Conservation Partnership Program have created a very successful growth
environment for New York State land trusts.

Overdevelopment in the Hudson Valley is a serious threat to: Food security in the NY Metro Area;
New York State's agricultural economy; Wildlife migration cooridors; Clean water; Tourism
economy, both to historic and rural areas.

Please fund: NYDEC's Hudson River Estuary Program, NY Conservation Partnership Program

Habitat Restoration funding.
Education on Food Security, Climate Change, and the Eco-Function of Wetlands.

Big picture leadership and coordination of agencies, NGOs, etc. in landscape level effort.
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What can the federal Government do? The Federal Government's open space system in the
northeast does not include National forests and only one major National Park, Acadia in Maine.
Now is the time before it's gone for unique and valuable Open Space to be created in the
Northeast. My colleagues argue for the Hudson river Valley to become a National Park. We
support the creation of a National Park that would be accessible to the millions of Tri-State. With
the only one large National Park in the Northeast and that so distant as to be inaccessible to the
millions that live in the Tri-State area.

Friends of the Great Swamp would like to propose that the Federal Government working with
local conservation groups, acquire additional acreage in the Great Swamp through expanded
NAWCA funding, the Land and Water Conservation Fund and other funding sources and create a
National Wildlife Refuge to protect the habitat for all the wildlife within the Great Swamp. Such a
National Wildlife Refuge would create a unique area protecting not only the songbird habitat but
also habitat for water fowl, rare reptiles and amphibians, mammals like the bobcat, otter and
mink as well as the shy Fisher and butterflies like the Northern Metalmark. This refuge could also
act as a biological research station for potential species movement northward due to climate
change as well as preserving water quality and provide public education.

The addition of a "Northwoods" element through the addition of a National Forest in the
Adirondacks, across Vermont and New Hampshire is a thought. The Northeast would have a
national Refuge/National Forest area similar to the West. People cannot connect to the "wild"
world out there if there is no "wild" to access. They need to get out "there", kayak a river, find
salamanders and listen to the frogs.

Preserving the Great Swamp and its pristine two-river system is an essential first step. Friends of
the Great Swamp supports additional funding to create such a National system in the Northeast.
We look forward to partnering with the Federal Government and conservation organizations in
achieving our mutual goals. Thank you.

Zero access to Hudson River in Town of Newburgh. The City of Newburgh has 400 ft of access.
Feds bought riverfront years ago and sold it to private business. EPA bought a large parcel
recently. Would like to see access to river for community, not condos or restaurants. People and
kids don’t get out on river and don’t know about it.

EPA has control of property. Make it into a park. Don’t sell it to developers. Don’t understand
why that happens.

What works. State has member items to get money to small groups that get things done.

NY/NJ Trail Conference has delt with hiking trails for 90 years. Hiking is a low cost part of a
healthy lifestyle. Walkway over the Hudson and areas in New Paltz are good examples of access
to hiking areas. Public Officials should be seen outside on the trails as examples. Many afraid to
go out-doors and parents can't educate when they are afraid or haven't done it. People new to
hiking in nature ask us questions like "what do you do about mosquitoes"? Need Education.
Urban Parks are a backyard for children. Partnerships are important. Me and my husband are
working with bike riders to create trails in our town. We hope the Town will work with this.
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35000 acres of Parkland n NYC. It is the backyard to many children. Urban areas need to be
included. Problem in urban areas is alienation of parkland. It is too easy for land uses to change
and it is not preserved as open space. Urban areas have natural areas too. Our cities and council
people are selling our historic and natural areas. Oldest part of Poughkeepsie settled by the
Dutch. As mayor | acquired the property to access walkway over the Hudson. Can't make these
types of areas inaccessible to people. Friends of the Upper Landing with partners hope to build a
bridge (taken from Dutch technology) and help restore old buildings. Need to pursue global
projects to boost tourism.

Parks and Trials and Greenways need to be treated as the "main dish" not the side as far as
infrastructure. Fully fund the land trusts and heritage area programs. Communities are changing
in a tourism economy. NY has a lot of history in the Hudson Valley. Heritage areas need to be
connected. Create programs to allow all grass root organizations to have access to funding. River
and Trails program thru NPS is only access for tech assistance for many. Needs to have continued
funding. The River and Trails program is the only place to preserve, expand and continue the
program.

Worked with many different groups to restore watersheds and natural areas. National Estuaries
is an organization already in place to restore areas. Incentivize local action such as issuing local
bonds for others to match. Many communities are raising their own money. Missing a partner in
the Federal government. Federal tax credits are a great option.

Historic Preservation When your restore areas of historic sites you keep open spaces open.
Funded from Fossil Fuel Resources. Need full funding for historic preservation as well.
Conservation and preservation should work hand in hand.

Many grass roots agencies already work together. Need feds to join. We will have a US travel
office thanks to the President. We need Federal partner help with having tourists come up river
from city to see the Hudson Valley. We just got a grant but the pre-approval application alone
was 115 pages. No public transportation to get from train station to farms and parks and trails.
Tourism in HV is $4.7 billion dollar business.

Have seen good and bad of conservation actions over years. NY has over 14000 public/private
recreation areas. Each State has unique goals. Local needs are different than out west. National
goals not only goals. They may not fit every state. Need to look at needs over the country. NE
has more open space than bi areas out west. Needs across NY are all similar. Groups need to
communicate across the state and the country. A lot of innovative ideas are out there. Don't re-
invent the wheel.

Land and water conservation fund funded most of the parks in the 60's and 70's . It has been a
long time since it had an impact. Asking Feds to fully fund this fund. Need it off budget. Need to
keep it in the parks. This money gets lost or taken up in federal budget.
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Making first whisky in NY since prohibition. We are a farm. The biggest disconnect between
people and farms is that they don't get there. Tourism helps bring some people to the farms, but
we need an education program to get more people to the farm. Farming in NY is a difficult and
dangerous job. Feds need to help the state understand the importance of connection.

Purpose is to connect people to natural resources and history and culture. Please include
Americas Byways as equal partners with the park service and others in this initiative. Make sure
funding programs are not for just bricks and mortar. Have some for grass root organizations that
bring people together. Volunteering is an American activity. These people in these groups can
spend funds wisely.

Residential program that get kids to forests and farms is important. Need at lease fed funding.

374 acre learning center for arts and nature. Connecting kids to nature by bringing underserved
kids into the environment to give them hands on learning. We get kids there for 3-5 days. Itis
enlightening for them. Kids learn about history and importance of conservation and perform
better on testing when outdoors. Need a stronger educational component.

Working on statewide agenda. Pass not child left inside. Make sure every kid gets outdoor
education for every year they are in school. | work with little kids and see the benefit. Test scores
go up, illnesses go down. Teachers aren't trained to take kids out. Transportation is a huge issue.
Encourage outdoor jobs for youth.

Signs off for environmental education aid for state. Disconnect for administrators at schools.
They need to be educated on value of outside hands on training. New teachers are trained on
pass tests. The teachers who are retiring are the ones that had the hands on experience.

Too much emphasis on testing. College campuses are great resources for local organizations.
College kids and help reach out to youth and non-profits.

All levels of government need to break-down walls and see the big picture.

We just celebrated 400 years of history in NY. We celebrated by making everything sustainable
and built 3 big projects. Walkway over Hudson, Crown Point Lighthouse and Governor's Island.
We have seen thousands of tourists. We had several events including River Day. We brought
together every single constituent. This initiative can build on momentum of this celebration.

We discovered a revolutionary war monument. Had kids who had gotten in trouble with the law
restore it and they didn't go away. They kept coming back. Convenience is needed to get people
out. As a physician we need to get people out. This is a public health emergency. 40% of
sophomore girls were overweight who were going out for sports 5 years ago. We need to work
on this.
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Land grants are recommending the wrong type of feed/chemical for cows.

Environmental movement is future to our society. Yesterday was a great event. We need to pull
the youth in. Good diversity in youth. We want to become a model in the nation as we have
been in the past. Include young at the table and young people with solutions. Create a CCC but on
the level with kids involved.

Federal and State need to colaborate and have information and discussion forums. We need to
solve problems so our volunteers can solve problems.

70 acres of historical property was going to be developed near a soldiers grave yard. His project
would hopefully protect the value of a battlefield. The Hudson Valley grassroot effort is made.
funding is needed

Trails, bridges need to be connected. Transportation needs fundng. Highway design should
incorporate walking, biking trails for Cities and Parks. A better way to transport.

Beacon - make transportation an important part. The Hudson River is America's River. Funding
needed for transportation costs and being connected to the River.

The Nature Conservancy in New York has three recommendations which can be used to achieve
the program's goals, while taking advantage of existing public-private partnerships that have local
government and community support and in some cases available matching funding. These
programs protect habitat, create and protect jobs and enhance quality of life for millions of
people.

1. Elevating our national estuaries to the same status as national rivers in this program. Here in
New York they include the Hudson River, Long Island Sound, the New York/New Jersey Harbor
and the Peconic Bays.

2. Maintaining the Northern Forest as a designated Treasured Landscape.

These recommendations can be best accomplished by better partnering with local governments
and residents, and by investing in protected areas (waters and lands) that provide the public
access to natural areas and allow communities to benefit from the value of natural areas,
including clean drinking water.

Preserving and restoring nationally important habitats in our estuaries and their watershed lands
and the 30 million-acre Northern Forest which stretches across new England;
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Recommendation 1: Elevating our national estuaries to the same status as national rivers to
protect New York's waters and connect people with nature. Waterways in urban and suburban
areas are treasured by millions of residents and tourist who use our clean and healthy estuaries.
Here in New York they are the Hudson River. Long Island Sound, Peconic Bays, and New York/
New Jersey Harbor. These estuaries are used for boating, swimming, fishing, shellfishing,
andwildlife viewing. Their economic contribution to our state is significant, Yet, protection and
restoration plans are not being implemented due to lack of funding. We urge you to give New
York's contiguous national estuaries- the Long Island Sound, Peconic Bay, New York/New Jersey
Harbor- the Treasured Landscape status they deserve.

We also recommed you use the AGO initiative to improve exsisting federal programs to prioritize
national estuaries. AGO presents an opportunity to develop a cross-cutting federal initiative to
leverage greater protection of recognized national priorities- estuaries of national significance- by
focusing and funding existing federal programs.

Preservation of unprotected lands: Expand EPA State Revolving Fund's local land protection loan
pool, with low or 0% financing.

Preservation of unprotected lands: Create "Better America Bonds" for land protection and
habitat restoration where local and state governments can issue bonds whose interest is paid by
a federal tax credit. Local governments only repay the principal to the bondholder. This would
highly incentivize local investment in these measures.

Maximizing existing federal LWCF program: Expand federal-side LWCF's eligible project areas to
include the watersheds of nationally recognized estuaries, such as those designated by the
National Estuary Program and National Estarine Research Reserves. This would give National
Estuaries the same status as National Rivers, and enable accessing federal-sidw LWFC.

Ensuring flexibility for federal programs to allow cross-cutting work and funding for common
goals: Encourage and allow federal agencies to collaborate across agency lines, connect and focus
existing federal programs within project areas and make the spending of those funds more
flexible to meet local needs. Several programs (EPA's Nep, NPS's LWCF, NOAA's NERR, FWS's
numerous habitat programs) Have common goals of estuary protection, but the programs exist in
silos, with little of no ability to fund or work together to meet local needs. A National Estuary
Program should have access to NPS's LWCF for watershed land protection and FWS's staff for
habitat protection. Local branches of Federal agencies should have more ability to implement
grants and programs, collaboratively, in ways that fit a particular place.

We urge the Administration to continue the Northern Forest's designation as a Treasured
Landscape. This will help assure that the Northern Forest receives the federal resources
necessary for the region's people, their economy, and the magnificent ecosystem of whch they
are stewards, and on which they rely, remain truly resilient and sustainable.
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Recommendation 3: Investing in public and private efforts to create jobs and connect young
people with nature. In today's increasingly urban and digital world, many young people are
growing up disconnected from nature. This trend poses a serious threat to the future of
conservation, the enviornmental sciences and environment-based jobs. The more disconnected
today's youth are from natural areas, the less likely they are to care about nature later in life. If
Left unchecked, these trends could rob the conservation movement of its future leaders, and rob
our future generations of experiences of our natural world.

Unlike remote parklands in the country's interior, our national estuaries--the Long Island Sound,
Peconic Bay, NY/NJ Harbor--Have thriving cities and suburbs of millions of people, along their
shores and in their watersheds. Protecting and restoring the health of these estuaries directly
benefits millions of Americans. Yet, significant federal funding has too often passed by these
places for less expensive and more expansive places!

We ask you to partner with local governments and residents to correct this oversight now, since
the waters we cherish are under threat, and millions of people's quality of life and businesses will
be impacted by their loss. It's time for the federal government to invest in our waterways, too!

We urge you to give our contiguous national estuaries--the Long Island Sound, Peconic Bay,
NY/NJ Harbor, Hudson River--the Treasured Landscape status they deserve.

We also recommend you use the AGO process to elevate and prioritize all national estuaries.
AGO presents an opportunity to develop a cross-cutting federal initiative to leverage greater
protection of recognized national priorities--estuaries of national significance-

focusing and funding existing federal programs, such as the Land & Water Conservation Fund
(LWCF) and Coastal & Estuarine Land Conservation Program (CELCP);

allowing federal agencies to work together on cross-cutting strategies regardless of agency
jurisdiction or designation;

giving national estuaries the same status as national rivers and making them eligible for federal-
side LWCF money.

We urge you to step-up federal commitment to our estuaries as important habitats, recreational
areas, and working waters, by including national estuaries in the next big conservation initiative,
America's Great Outdoors.

We are writing in support of the America's Great Ourdoors (AGO) Initiative, and its potential to
protect and enhance our local national estuaries and their watersheds lands.

Preservation and restoration of nationally important estuaries and watershed lands
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Connecting millions of urban and suburban people to nature with new blueways and greenways

Working waters which support local tourism and outdoor recreation, as well as businesses such
as fishing and clamming industries

Ensuring that nationally important waters remain clean, healthy and thriving.

The Hudson Valley offers unique opportunities to showcase collaborative conservation initiatives
poised for higher orbit, if government-NGO-business partnerships can be strengthened. The
region's scenic beauty an natural resources, historic and cultural assets, and pivotal role in
American history have led to numerous federal accolades. Congress has designated the Hudson
Valley a National Heritage Area, while the President has named the Hudson an American Heritage
River. NOAA has designated four coastal areas as National Estuarine Research Reserves. The
region contains working landscapes with prime agricultural soils, whose farmers represent 80
percent of the vendors selling produce at New York City's GreenMarkets. The region's rich history
and natural resources have led the U.S. House of Representatives to approve a bill to study
designating the Hudson Valley a unit of the National Park service. The regions's role as an
incubator for cutting edge conservation continues today as a consortium of land trusts
implements an ambitious, science-based land and farm preservation initiative known as Saving
the Land That Matters Most. We look forward to working with you to shape a broad national
initiative, but also in demonstrating early action in a region with a long history that is primed to
demonstrate tangible successes under your enlightened leadership.

Dramatically increase Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP) funding. The need to
protect farmland in key valley agricultural communities exceeds 100 Million. Allow land trusts to
receive FRPP funds for easement and non-easement costs. Reduce the requirement for a 50-
percent local funding match.

Create "Debt for Nature" - like programs that allow farmers debt relief for conservation
easements.

Enact new tax tools, including the enhanced federal conservation easement tax incentive to help
farmers and private land owners conserve family lands. Allow landowners to deduct a larger
portion of their income over a longer time period. Permanent expansion would be a tremendous
book to conservation by landowners not wealthy enough to take advantage of current reduced
incentives.

Offer transferable tax credits for keeping land in agriculture through easements.

Provide new farmers access to underutilized federal and state lands at affordable rates for
agricultural purposes.
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Expand the Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food initiative. Implement a public awareness
campaign about the links between public health (including obesity and nutrition), farmland
protection and the economic viability of the Northeast's agricultural community.

Expedite the DOI's completion of the Hudson River Valley Special Resources Study and ensure it
references the nexus between farmland easements and protecting scenic views from National
Historic Sites, including Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt, Vanderbilt Mansion and Saratoga
Battlefield.

Land and Water Conservation Fund. New York has received just $228 million of the $3.7 billion
allocated to states; the Hudson Valley, adjacent to New York City, got less than 2 percent of New
York's share. Ensure equity among states receiving funds; establish criteria supporting
conservation near major population centers.

Farm and Ranchland Protection Program. New York has three times the farmland acreage to
protect compared to some neighboring states, yet receives half the funding. Broaden the FRPP to
include support for small and mid-sized farms (typical in the Northeast) and reduce the 50-
percent matching fund requirement.

Highlands Conservation Act. Authorized for a $100-million appropriation, the fund has received
only $5.2 million since 2004. Fully funding the program would empower the four states in the
Highlands region to conserve this critical urban water resource, recreational outlet and habitat.

Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program. In FY2010, $82 million in projects were
determined as CECLP-eligible, yet only $20 million was disbursed. Increase funding to S50 million
nationwide to address this shortfall.

National Estuary Program. Create a regional allocation for the Hudson Valley consistent with Gov.
Paterson and NYC Mayor Bloomberg's request for $52 million for the NY/NJ Harbor Estuary
Program and Hudson River Estuary Program. Invest 20 percent in strategic land conservation
along the Hudson River corridor.

Make land trusts eligible to receive federal land conservation funds.
Increase flexibility in highway design to better accommodate bicyclists and pedestrians.
Provide funds to support clean-fueled vans connecting mass-transit stations with outdoor

recreation opportunities.

Pass No Child Left Inside legislation. Dedicate funding for states to incorporate environmental
learning from pre-K to 12th grade, as well as teacher development.

Support inclusion of environmental literacy language in the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act (ESEA).
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Provide funding (through the National Estuary Program) for they NYS Hudson River Estuary
Action Agenda, a key player in the valley's environmental education community.

Support funding for the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area, which offers critical support
for Teaching the Hudson Valley.

Include environmental education as a goal in the draft strategic plan for the EPS; align work on
this goal with the National Environmental Education Act.

Increase funding and make land trusts eligible recipients of funds through the Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF). Give special consideration to land trusts actively working to facilitate
public use of protected landscapes, especially for hands-on education programs that partner with
school districts and youth service providers.

Support programs such as the Student Conservation Association and AmeriCorps.

Support conservation mentoring programs and "green job" training initiatives targeting middle
and high school-aged youth.

Fully fund the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and Highlands Conservation Act (HCA).
Private land trusts should be eligible to directly receive funds to conserve recreational and
working landscapes and scenic lands surrounding heritage designations.

Fully fund the Historic Preservation Fund.

Jumpstart the newly created National Tourism Office; fund regional events in the Hudson Valley.
Federal funds will be leveraged by state investments via the Hudson River Valley Greenway and |
Love NY campaign.

Sustain funding for the National Heritage Area program, which provides important support to the
Hudson River Valley Greenway to interpret the region's natural and heritage tourism destinations.

Reduce liability for large-scale public events that introduce many people to the outdoors.
Retool transportation programs to support pedestrian and bicycle links to mass transit and
recreational, cultural and historic destinations.

Fund professional organizers to implement recreational outings; network with the valley's
recreational outfitters.
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Support initiatives that link destinations with each other and major transportation hubs. Fund
ferries and other mass-transit to connect people to waterfronts, kayaking opportunities and
water trails.

Support physical trail connections that like urban areas with nearby open spaces and waterfronts;
ensure access for all ages and abilities where feasible.

Require that rail lines receiving federal subsidies open access to federal waterways.

If we want to be able to enjoy the Hudson, protect our wildlife and keep our drinking water safe,
we've got to keep pollution out of the river and away from our water supplies. That means
enforcing our environmental laws and investing in infrastructure. If we do these two things,
people will be healthier, recreational opportunities will improve and communities will become
more vibrant. If we don't make the investment now, it will end up costing more and achieving
less as time goes on.

Protecting and restoring key Hudson River fish populations and the habitats that support them.
Preserving and restoring historic Hudson River fisheries, such as American shad and striped bass,
depends on collaborative action to restore critical river and shoreline habitat and improving
regulation of offshore commercial fisheries. On the habitat side, increased collaboration and
participation from the Army Corps of Engineers, DEC and NOAA in restoring fish spawning habitat
such as tidal and freshwater wetlands and Upper Hudson tributaries will reap long-term rewards.
On the fisheries side, improving the capacity of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
and DEC fisheries to work together on monitoring and enforcement can stem the tide of
destructive overfishing, and lead to sustainable fish stocks that can support recreational and
possibly commercial fisheries in the future. In addition, National Park Service designations have
been successful at making the link to the public between aesthetic/recreational enjoyment of the
"outdoors" and the value of a healthy ecosystem.

Fed gov role in terms of private lands conservation and importance of tax cuts. Enhanced fed tax
incentives expired this yr and effort to bring these back, conserve easement donations is
cheapest way to ....enhancement of having allowing landowners to keep their land. Increase
private lands conserve by private landowners.

Modest exception to comment with regard to availability of deductions for conserve
easements — major pieces of lands in Hudson valley are farmland. This is land that is not being
protected by tax deductions, because help the rich, but not really farmers who don't have
enough income. Feds to should support efforts to sustain farmer — even greater as you go
throughout state of NY because most of upstate NY is farmland or forest land. Deductibility of
land conserve should be continued and strengthened, but major fed effort should be to keep
farms in production.



Discussion Question 3

Poughkeepsie, NY (cont.)

Looks to farms as different type of open space. It's an industry and we have to provide availability
of lands and create markets. NY has tried an Interstate commerce challenge which failed to do
what it needs. It required organizations in state to purchase a certain quantity of local produce.
50% of NY produced items (apple, milk, etc) have failed those attempts and limit to allow farmers
to grow more who can’t because there isn’t a market to support them. Competition is from other
states. Feds could get states together to support and encourage local buying. Can have
procurement policies to buy NY food, sell it, etc.

Forests and farms on east coast being turned to sprawl. Cities and downtown villages are dying.
Even though we see new developments on old farmland. Still need to address sprawl. At
beginnings of downtown revitalization movement worked well in many areas large and small —
taking built environment and revitalize instead of building new. This effort should be led by feds
because they have national perspective and can look back in time at success; more so than state
or local governments. Past results are still there. This effort was program of DOI with National
Trust for Historic Preservation.

One tool that helps work of conserving landscapes is additional planning money from feds and
state, but think that fed interest could provide incentives for smart growth. New EPA initiative is
“sustainable communities” — would like to see that tracked and success of that understood and
expanded to other fed agencies that could be more involved in smart growth. Currently Hudson
River Valley doesn’t qualify as region because program is based on small urban areas, but please
look into allowing National Heritage Corridors to apply. Heritage areas might be good to manage
mega-regions on behalf of numerous small communities. National Heritage Areas always struggle
for funding each year and would like NPS to fund always.

Waterways are open working space too. Maritime Law means feds should get more involved in
addressing sustainability in maritime areas especially moving goods from farms to markets.

Hudson estuary program needs to be supported because it brings people together. Immigration
reform is needed in the county because lack of labor is challenge for farmers. Food justice —
where is local food going and who has access. There needs to be rural to rural connection — food
to people that live around farms. Understand ecological role of farms and farmlands —is
landscape functioning ecologically? Hudson Valley agriculture is different than other parts of
country — understand how USDA regulations affect small farmers (regs seem to be written for
large farms). Relationship to ag development rights go to large farms out west because Hudson
Valley farms are considered small and not high production.

A challenge is that climate change will change face of ag and climates. We are not ready at local
or fed level to start to address these issues now. We need to have tools in place to address this.
Haven’t seen changes in NRCS field office tech guide (FOTG) to upgrade conservation practices.
Not costly for feds to start this. Through Long Island RC&D and NRCS should soon be putting in
field mobile pelletizer program to assist farmers and homeowners to get away from fossil fuels.
These types of projects need to be looked at to get project on ground and provides new means of
income to farmers.
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We hear that maybe people at local level can do things better than feds, but one problem is that
identifying needs that could be addressed by fed funds, its difficult to get fed funds to state, local
gov and NGO’s. Not enough attention on how to get money from Washington, DC to local areas.
When money does come in, there is a filter where an agency takes half to support staff and the
money doesn’t get to where it is going. Existing plans don’t need to have funds for more staff or
to create another plan; just money. No single agency, org, individual is going to solve complexity
of problems. There is overlap and gaps among fed agencies so there should be some flexibility for
agencies to move resources around to help resolve these issues. Sharing costs, better
Memorandums of Understanding (MOU) to move resources around, etc.

Local people know what they need and difficulty of funneling the funds down. It shouldn't be as
hard for a small farmer to access money as it is to run their farm; but it is. We can't function
without the local land conservancies. The fact is that the land conservancies, whose goals are a
little divergent, have allowed us to establish the partnership. They have the connection with
communities and individuals. The feds need to trust the people are going to spend the funds. If
there were a way to streamline programs so funds aren't taken out for agency staffing and
instead go to the local areas. It's a complicated business to spend federal funds, but to give some
of the money to land trusts is good- they are nimble and have staff. They also have information.
Money needs to get to the people who need it.

agrees with other commentators, especially regarding the lack of funding for DEC. She
is concerned with the impact of untreated sewage on streams (combined sewer overflows).
There needs to be more funding for infrastructure. NYS has within its jurisdiction ways for fine
money to go back into the community and that should be done. Municipalities need to be fined if
there is water quality violations and have that money go back into the community.

grew up in the Bronx 30 years ago and had lots of outdoor recreational
opportunities. Indian Point used to be a park. There are less areas for recreation in cities
currently. We have to change the political discourse so that the public language has to be more
inclusive. Everyone needs to pull together with people working together regardless of political
affiliation. Sea level rise is a national security issue. He would like to see an increase in EPA and
NOAA budgets.

Need more real time monitoring (Beacon Institution is doing some of that). Would like to see a a
model of what is happening on the river. More funding is needed for real time monitoring.
Science education is needed and training for teachers on how to teach kids to learn science
hands on.

_____wants to commend the federal groups for holding this session. Kids need to know how to
swim. 69% of African American teens can't swim. 42% of white teens can't swim. We need to do
a lot more to teach young people to swim. The CCC provided infrastructure in the 1930s that is
still used today. NYS closed parks and the Feds stepped in requiring state to keep open fed.
funded parks. Please build in accountability in federal grants. Write in assurance that parks using
fed money require that they remain open. Build in enforcement that money is spent in
compliance.
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Lack of funding for DEC prevents DEC from investigating violations. Local planning boards don't
take into consideration cumulative impacts which affects the Hudson River. SEQRA has no
enforcement arm.

AGO is also in our back yards and ecosystem services should be a top priority. Funding and
research on new education initiatives, and infrastructure.

wants view shed protection for the Hudson Valley. When federal and state parks are
involved there should be a way to protect viewsheds. Things that are done on a local level
affects people in a region.

Would like to get federal money to improve outdoor access. Dairy farms need to be able to make
more money. Implement tax credits or raise milk prices so dairy farms can stay in business.

All river and estuary programs-make all of them one program and give them elevated status.
Combine federal designations to work better together. Make them all eligible for federal money.
Better coordination and resources among federal agencies. If you want to connect people with
nature put nature where people are. It has to be accessible to people in urban population
centers. Federal money needs to go to urban center parks. Concentrate and prioritize on national
estuaries.

Reconnect people with landscapes and connect landscapes with each other from headwaters and
tributies to main stem. Provide additional funding to remove dams. Support legislation to
increase F&W service programs. Find ways to provide federal incentives so farmers don't have to
sign natural gas drilling leases.

The Hudson River estuarine research rese