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Table 1. Youths A 12 to 17 Reporting They H . .
ab e. ou. s Aged -o eporting They Had . Figure 1. Youths Aged 12 to 17 Reporting Past Year
Been in a Jail or a Detention Center at Least Once in . .
e . e lllicit Drug Use, by Whether or Not They Had Been in
Their Lifetime, by Demographic Characteristics: . :
a Jail or a Detention Center: 2002
2002
Percent  Standard Error OI% 1?% 2?% 3?% 4?% 5?% 6?%
Total 6.0 0.22 Any lllicit 424
Drug
Gender
Male 7.7 0.35 Marijuana
Female 4.2 0.25
Age Group Cocaine
12 0r 13 5.4 0.34 .
14or15 5.6 0.35 Heroin " S%aentéﬂt?oiaggr:ter
16 or 17 7.0 0.40
Bl Never Been in a Jail
Race/Ethnicity Hallucinogens or a Detention Center
White 5.0 0.24
Black 8.0 0.66
Hispanic 7.9 0.67 Inhalants
Prescription- 21.2
Type Drugs™*

According to the 2002 NSDUH,
almost 1.5 million youths (6 percent)
aged 12 to 17 had been in a jail or a
detention center at least once in
their lifetime. Male youths were
more likely than female youths to
have been in a jail or a detention
center at least once in their lifetime
(Table 1). Youths aged 16 or 17
were more likely than youths aged
12 to 15 to have ever been in a jail
or a detention center. Black and
Hispanic youths were more likely
than white youths to have been in a
jail or a detention center at least
once in their lifetime.

Past Year Substance Use

Youths who had been in a jail or a
detention center at least once in
their lifetime were more likely to
report past year use of all illicit
drugs than youths who had not
(Figure 1). This was true regardless
of gender or race/ethnicity. For
example, past year marijuana use
was 32 percent among youths who

had ever been in a jail or a detention
center compared with 15 percent
among youths who had not. The
rate of past year illicit drug use was
44 percent among females who had
ever been in a jail or a detention
center and 42 percent among males
who had ever been in a jail or a
detention center, but these differ-
ences were not statistically signifi-
cant. Among youths who had ever
been in a jail or a detention center,
45 percent of whites, 42 percent of
Hispanics, and 37 percent of blacks
had used illicit drugs in the past
year, but these differences were not
statistically significant.

Almost one half of youths who
had been in a jail or a detention
center at least once in their lifetime
had used alcohol in the past year
compared with 34 percent of all
other youths (Figure 2). Among
youths who had been in a jail or a
detention center at least once in
their lifetime, Hispanics (55 percent)
and whites (52 percent) were more
likely than blacks (35 percent) to
have used alcohol at least once in

the past year. The rate of past year
alcohol use was similar among male
and female youths who had ever
been in a jail or a detention center.

Youths who had been in a jail or
a detention center at least once in
their lifetime were over twice as
likely to have smoked cigarettes in
the past year as other youths. The
rate of past year cigarette use was
similar among male youths who had
been in a jail or a detention center
at least once in their lifetime (40
percent) and female youths who had
been in a jail or a detention center
at least once in their lifetime (43
percent). Among youths who had
ever been in a jail or a detention
center, whites (46 percent) and
Hispanics (40 percent) were more
likely than blacks (29 percent) to
have smoked cigarettes in the past
year.

Substance Abuse or
Dependence

Youths who had been in a jail or a
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Figure 2. Youths Aged 12 to 17 Reporting Past Year
Alcohol and Cigarette Use, by Whether or Not They
Had Been in a Jail or a Detention Center: 2002

Figure 3. Youths Aged 12 to 17 Reporting Past Year
Alcohol or Any lllicit Drug* Abuse or Dependence, by
Whether or Not They Had Been in a Jail or a
Detention Center: 2002
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detention center at least once in their lifetime were more
likely than all other youths to have past year alcohol or
any illicit drug abuse or dependence (Figure 3).

End Notes

1. A “drink” is defined as a can or bottle of beer, a glass of wine or a wine
cooler, a shot of liquor, or a mixed drink containing liquor.

2. Kim, J.Y. S., & Fendrich, M. (2002). Gender differences in juvenile arrestees’
drug use, self-reported dependence, and perceived need for treatment.
Psychiatric Services, 53, 70-75.

3. Teplin, L. A., Abram, K. M., McClelland, G. M., Dulcan, M. K., & Mericle, A. A.

(2002). Psychiatric disorders in youth in juvenile detention. Archives of
General Psychiatry, 59, 1133-1143.

4. Prinz, R. J., & Kerns, S. E. U. (2003). Early substance use by juvenile
offenders. Child Psychiatry and Human Development, 33, 263-277.

5. American Psychiatric Association. (1994). Diagnostic and statistical manual
of mental disorders (4™ ed.). Washington, DC: Author.

6. American Indian/Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander,
and Asian youths were excluded due to small sample sizes.

The National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH) is an annual survey
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Table and Figure Notes

Source (table and all figures): SAMHSA 2002 NSDUH.

* “Any lllicit Drug” refers to marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack),
inhalants, hallucinogens, heroin, or prescription-type drugs used
nonmedically.

** Nonmedical use of any prescription-type pain reliever, tranquilizer, stimulant,
or sedative; does not include over-the-counter drugs.






