
Employers, Workers, 
and Wages, 
July-September 1950 

The number of workers with tax- 
able wages during July-September 
1950 is estimated at 40.5 million, an 
increase of 2.5 percent over the num- 
ber in April-June 1950 and 4 Per- 
cent more than in July-September 
1949. The total number of workers 
in covered industries, estimated at 42 
million in July-September 1950, ex- 
ceeded the numbers in the preceding 
quarter and in the corresponding 
quarter of the preceding year by 
about 5 percent. These gains, which 
bring employment in covered indus- 
try up to approximately the record 
highs reached in the third quarter of 
1948, were the result of improved eco- 
nomic conditions due mainly to the 
increased momentum of the defense 
program. Preliminary estimates indi- 
cate that 49.5 million workers had 
some covered employment during 
1950, about 5 percent more than in 
1949. 

Average taxable wages and average 
wages in covered industry in the 
third quarter of 1950, estimated at 
$568 and $667, respectively, were 9 
and 7 percent higher than in the cor- 
responding quarter of 1949-gains 
that were in line with the increases 
in average hourly earnings and aver- 
age weekly hours. Average taxable 
wages declined 7 percent from the 
figure for the second quarter, in ac- 
cordance with the usual seasonal pat- 
tern reflecting the $3,000 limitation 
on taxable wages. Average wages in 
covered industry, on the other hand, 
exceeded those for the second quar- 
ter by 1 percent. For the whole year, 
average taxable wages and average 
wages in covered industries are esti- 
mated to be 5 percent and 4 percent 
higher than in 1949. 

An estimated 2.9 million employers 
reported payment of taxable wages 
during the third quarter of 1950, 2 
percent more than in the second 
quarter of 1950 and 5 percent more 
than in the third quarter of 1949. 
This increase, also, reflects the in- 
tensified defense effort. 

Old-age and survivors insurance: Estimated number of employers’ and workers 
and estimated amount of wages in covered industries, by spectfied period, 
1940-50 

[Corrected to Feb. 1,1951] 
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1 Number corresponds to number of employer 
roturns. A return may relate to more than one 

were presented in the UuUetin for February 1948, 

establishment if employer operates several separate 
p. 31. 

establishments but reports for concern as a whole. 
3 A description of these series and quarterly data for 

2 Quarterly and annual dats for 1937-39 were pre- 
1940 were presented in the Bulletin for August 1947, 

sented in the Bulletin for February 1947, p. 31; 
p. 30; quarterly data for 1941 and 1912 were presented 

quarterly data for 1940 were presented in the Bulletin 
in the Bulletin for February 1948, p. 31. 

for Bugust 1947, p. 30; quarterly data for 1941 and 1942 
4 Preliminary. 

Bulletin, .&farch 1951 21 


