
Disability Insurance Benefits In Current- disability insurance program were going to 

Payment Status, By State, December 31, 455,000 disabled workers under age 65, including 

1960* about 54,000 under age 50 who mere first eligible 
for benefits in November 1960. The total number 

At the end of December 1960, disability insur- was more than a third greater than that in De- 
ante benefits under the old-age, survivors, and cember 1959. The disabled-worker beneficiaries 

* Prepared by Hammett Buchanan, Division of Pro- 
have been classified by their St,ate of residence at. 

gram Analysis, Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors Insur- the end of the year in the accompanying table, 
ante. which shows the average monthly benefit being 

Number and average monthly amount of disability insurance benefits 1 in current-payment status and percentage distribution by 
amount of benefit, 2 by State, December 31, 1960 
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’ Payable to disabled workers under age 65. 
* For persons receiving both a disability (disabled-worker) benefit and a 

disability secondary benefit, the disability benefit amount includes the 
reduced secondary beneEt. 

3 Beneficiary’s State of residence, based on the monthly benefit check 
address. 

4 About 100 beneficiaries receiving more than $119 are included in the 
figures on which the percentages are basod. 
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paid as well as a percentage distribution of the 
beneficiaries by size of benefit.l 

The average disability insurance benefit being 
paid in December 1960 amounted to $89.31-31 
cents more than the average in December 1959. 
The higher average resulted chiefly from the rise 
in the proportion of benefits computed on the 
basis of earnings after 1950. The average benefit 
had reached a high of $89.50 in October 1960. It 
then declined in November and December, when 
a large number of awards (54,000) were made to 
disabled workers under age 50 ; the average 
monthly amount of these awards was about $5.00 
less than that for disabled workers aged 50-64. 

For about one-eighth of a11 disabled-worker 
beneficiaries the monthly benefit was $116-$119, 
and for three-eighths it was in the $90-$115 
range. Only 1.0 percent were receiving less than 
$40. The proportion of beneficiaries receiving 
more than $115 increased from 10.7 percent in 

‘Data for beneficiaries in Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, and foreign countries are excluded from the 
State comparisons. 

December 1959 to 12.6 percent in December 1960. 
During the same period the proportion receiving 
benefits of $60-$115 declined 2 percent, and the 
proportion receiving less than $60 rose about 1/ 
of 1 percent. 

As in the preceding year, disability insurance 
beneficiaries living in Michigan were receiving 
the highest monthly benefits-an average of 
$97.56-and those in Mississippi were receiving 
the lowest, $77.69. Eighteen States retained the 
same position in the ranking by size of average 
benefit that they held a year earlier, and 15 States 
changed more than two positions. The average 
disability benefit payable in all but 12 States in- 
creased during the year. The average for bene- 
ficiaries in West Virginia showed the greatest 
increase-$1.61-and the average for those in 
South Dakota had t,he largest decline-$1.79. 
Benefits of $90-$119 were being paid to 68 per- 
cent of the disabled-worker beneficiaries in Michi- 
gan and to 28 percent in Mississippi. Only 14 
percent of the beneficiaries in Michigan but 47 
percent of those in Mississippi were receiving 
benefits of $33~$74. 
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