
Notes and Brief Reports 

Enrollment in the Health Insurance 

Program for the Aged* 

When the health insurance program for the 
aged went into effect on July 1, 1966, approxi- 
mately 18.9 million aged persons were enWed to 
hospital insurance benefits and 17.6 million had 
voluntarily enrolled for medical insurance cover- 
age. This note presents State data on enrollment 
in both parts of the program and national enroll- 
ment data by age, sex, race, and type of entitle- 
ment. 

Table 1 shows the number of enrollees in the 50 
States, the District of Columbia, and jurisdic- 
tions outside the United States. These data are 
based on records summarized as of December 3, 
1966. Future updating will undoubtedly produce 
changes in the data on persons eligible for bene- 
fits on July 1, because of accretions to the file and 
deletions to take account of deaths before that 
date. 

Data are reported for three types of enrollment : 

1. Social security enrollees-persons aged 65 
or over who are current,ly receiving or are entitled 
to receive OASDI monthly cash benefits. Persons 
in this category account, for 84.1 percent of the 
total number on t,he hospital insurance rolls and 
84.5 percent of those enrolled in the medical in- 
surance program. 

2. R,ailroad retirement enrollees-persons aged 
65 or over currently receiving or entitled to receive 
railroad retirement annuities. Of t,he total nun- 
ber participating in the hospital insurance pro- 
gram, 821,000 or 4.4 percent, are on the railroad 
retirement rolls. Approximately 4.3 percent of 
those persons enrolled in the medical insurance 
program are also identified as being entitled to 
railroad retirement benefits. 

3. All other enrollees-persons aged 65 or over 
who are not ent,itled to either social securit,y or 
railroad retirement cash benefits. The law pro- 
vides coverage for members of this group who 
apply for benefits. Under this provision, 2.4 mil- 
lion persons have been added to the hospital in- 
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surance rolls and 2.2 million have enrolled in the 
medical insurance program. 

The numbers shown for the three types of 
enrollment are not additive. Some persons are 
entitled to both social security and railroad retire- 
ment cash benefits on the basis of earnings under 
both programs. These individuals are reported 
both under “social security enrollees” and under 
“railroad enrollees.” They are, however, counted 
only once under “all persons enrolled.” 

Enrollment data are shown in the accompanying 
tables by program coverage: for those with hos- 
pital insurance, those with medical insurance, and 
those with both hospital and medical insurance. 
A separate column under the heading “hospital 
and medical insurance” is not, however, shown for 
social security or railroad retirement enrollees, 
since the numbers would be the same as those 
shown under “medical insurance.” (Persons en- 
titled to social security or railroacl retirement 
casll benefits who enrolled under medical insur- 
ance were, of course, already automatically en- 
rolled for hospital insurance benefits and are thus 
covered for both types of benefits.) 

Hospital Insurance 

Almost all of the Nation’s population aged 
65 and over are covered under the hospital in- 
surance provisions of the Social Security Act. 
Excluded are retired Federal employees covered 
under the Federal Employees Health Benefits 
Act of 1959, aliens admitted for permanent 
resiclence but, having less than 5 consecutive years 
of residence and persons convicted of crime 
against the security of the United States. 

Of the 18.9 million aged persons on the rolls 
of the hospital insurance program at the begin- 
ning of July 1966, 5.9 million or 31 percent were 
aged 65-69 and nearly an equal number (5.6 mil- 
lion) were aged 70-74 (table 2). Thus, more 
than three-fifths of all those on the rolls were 
aged 65-74. The data show that those entitled to 
social security cash benefits are slightly younger 
than persons entitled to railroad retirement bene- 
fits and considerably younger than the other par- 
ticipants (chart 1). The relatively older compo- 
sition of the latter group results from the ext,en- 
sion of benefits to the aged whose employment ex- 
perience ‘(or that of a relative) had not been 

BULLETIN, MARCH 1967 21 



TABLE l.-Health insurance for the aged: Enrollment for hospital and medical insurance, by type of entitlement, geographic 
division, and State, as of July 1, 1966 1 
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1 Based on data recorded as of Dec. 3, 1966. 
of rounding. 

Totals may not add because retirement benefits on the basis of earnings under both programs. 
* Fewer than 500. 

s Includes 264,996 persons entitled to both social security and railroad 
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CHART l.-Enrollees in the hospital insurance program, 
by age and type of entitlement, July 1, 1966 

Percent 
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Social Railroad Other 
security retirement enrolled 

enrollees enrollees persons 

covered by the social securit’y or railroad retire- 
ment programs. 

Forty-three percent of those on the rolls are 
men and 57 percent are women. Distribution by 
type of entitlement shows considerable variation 
in sex composition, especially for the 2.4 million 
not entitled to social security or railroad retire- 
ment cash benefits. There are three times as many 
women as men in that group. They are mainly 
widowed and single women who never worked in 
covered employment or whose spouses did not 
have enough quarters of coverage to entitle them 
to widow’s benefits (table 2). 

Of the total number entitled to hospital insur- 
ance benefits, 16.8 million (89 percent are identi- 
fied as white persons, 1.4 million (7 percent,) are 

nonwhite, and more than 632,000 are persons with 
race unknown. Ninety-five percent of the latter 
group are persons not entitled to social security 
and railroad retirement cash benefits. The white 
and nonwhite composition varies among the three 
types of enrollees. Only 7 percent and 8 percent, 
respectively, of those entitled to social security 
and railroad retirement benefits are identified as 
nonwhite persons. By contrast, 16 percent of the 
other enrolled persons were nonwhite. 

The following tabulation summarizes the per- 
centage di&ribution of persons entitled to the 
hospital insurance benefits by types of entitle- 
ment, age, sex, and race. 
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Medical Insurance 

The age, sex, and race distributions of the 17.6 
million aged persons enrolled in the voluntary 
medical insurance program are the same as those 
on the hospital insurance rolls: about three-fift,hs 
are under age 75; two-fifths are men; and nine- 
tenths are identified as white. Ninety-three per- 
cent of the total number of persons in the hospital 
insurance program enrolled voluntarily in the 
medical insurance program. The proportion who 
elected to enroll under the medical insurance 
program varies slightly according to geographic 
division and considerably from State to State. 
With foreign count,ries and other jurisdictions 
excluded, the range is from 92 percent in the 
West North Central area to 96 percent in New 
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TABLE 2.-Health insurance for the aged: Enrollment for hospital and medical insurance, by age, sex, race, and type of entitle- 
ment, July 1, 1966 1 

[In thousands] 
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ment benefits on the basis of earnings under both programs. 
’ Total includes persons with color ““know”. 

1 Based on data recorded as of Dec. 3, 1966. 
2 Age on birthday in 1966. 
* Includes 264,ooO persons entitled to social security and railroad retire- 

There are substantial differences in the propor- 
tion of aged persons enrolled in the voluntary 
medical insurance program, by type of entitle- 
ment, race, and age but not by sex. The rela- 
tively older persons, the other enrolled group not 
entitled to social security and railroad retirement 
cash benefits, and the nonwhite showed lower 
rates of voluntary enrollment. 

The tabulation in the adjoining column gives the 
percent of hospital insurance enrollees with medi- 
cal insurance, by selected demographic character- 
istics. 

The data in this note are limited to State en- 
rollment for health insurance benefits at the be- 
ginning of the program. Similar data for each 
county in the United States will be published 
separately and will be available shortly. 

England. For individual States, the range is 
from lows of 80 percent in Alaska and 87 per- 
cent in Kansas to a high of 9’7 percent in Con- 
nect,icut. 

Percent of hospital insurance enrollees 
participating in medical insurance program 

Railroad 
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24 SOCIAL SECURITY 


