
Notes and Brief Reports 

Social Security: 
Fifty Years in Review* 

Since 1935, the social security program has played an 
integral part in the lives of millions of Americans. The 
following publications, which are available in the Social 
Security Administration’s (SSA’s) Headquarters Li- 
brary, provide a look at the historical development, the 
problems, the operations, and the future trends of the 
program. The past 50 years have produced many new 
program policies and changes. The future will see more 
changes as the program responds to America’s needs. 
Readers choosing titles from this list will be rewarded 
with a penetrating look at one of America’s most talked 
about social programs. The SSA Library is located in 
room 571, Altmeyer Building. Publications should be 
identified by the code number at the end of each entry. 

The Beginning 
Academy of Political Science, Problems of Social Secu- 

rity Legislation in the U.S. (a series of addresses and 
papers presented at the semiannual meeting, April 16, 
1935). New York: Academy of Political Science, Co- 
lumbia University, 1935. 132 pages. HBl .A4 Vol. 16, 
No. 3 

Achenbaum, W. Andrew, Shades of Gray: Old Age, 
American Values and Federal Policies Since 1920. 
Boston: Little Brown, 1983. 216 pages. HQ1064 
.U5A626 1983 

Davis, Kenneth S., “The Birth of Social Security,” in 
American Heritage, Vol. 30, No. 3, April/May 1979, 
pages 38-51. HD.7124 .D38 

Hickok, Lorena A., One-Third of a Nation: Lorena 
Hickok Reports on the Great Depression, edited by 
Richard Lowitt and Maurine Beasley. Urbana: Uni- 
versity of Illinois Press, 1981. 378 pages. HC106.3 
.H518 

Leuchtenberg, William E., In the Shadow of 
FDR: From Harry Truman to Ronald Reagan. 
Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 1983. 
346 pages. E743 L.49 1983 

Loucheim, Katie, editor, The Making of the New Deal: 
The Insiders Speak. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Uni- 
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versity Press, 1983. 368 pages. Includes “Chapter 10. 
The Advent of Social Security: Wilbur J. Cohen, 
Thomas H. Eliot,” pages 159-168. E806 .M275 1983 

Nash, Gerald D., The Great Depression and World War 
II: Organizing America, 1933-1945. New York: St. 
Martin’s Press, 1979. 176 pages. E806 .N36 

Patterson, James T., America’s Struggle Against Pover- 
ty, 1900-1980. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Univer- 
sity Press, 1981. 268 pages. HN59 .P39 

Perkins, Frances, The Roosevelt I Knew. New York: 
Harper and Row, 1964.408 pages. E807 .P4 1964 

Winslow, Susan, assisted by Wendy Holmes, Brother, 
Can You Spare a Dime?-America from the Wall 
Street Crash to Pearl Harbor: An Illustrated Docu- 
mentary. New York: Facts on File, 1976. 160 pages. 
E806 .B79 1976 

Formative Years 
Altmeyer, Arthur J., The Formative Years of Social Se- 

curity. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 
1966. 314 pages. HD7125 .A47 

Douglas, Paul H., Social Security in the United 
States: An Analysis and Appraisal of the Federal So- 
cial Security Act. 2nd edition. New York: McGraw- 
Hill, 1939.493 pages. LAW KF3644.5 .Al6D6 1939 

Holtzman, Abraham, The Townsend Movement: A 
Political Study. New York: Bookman Associates, 
1963.256pages. HD7106 .U6H74 

U.S. Committee on Economic Security, Social Security 
in America: The Factual Background of the Social 
Security Act as Summarized from Staff Reports to 
the Committee on Economic Security. Washington, 
D.C.: Social Security Board, 1937. 592 pages. 
HD7123 .A3 no. 20 

Program Applications 
Berkowitz, Edward D., editor, Disability Policies and 

Government Programs. New York: Praeger, 1979. 
185 pages. HD7106.U56D58 

Burkhauser, Richard V., and Holden, Karen C., edi- 
tors, A Challenge to Social Security: the Changing 
Roles of Women and Men in American Society. New 
York: Academic Press, 1982. 272 pages. HD7125 
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Chen, Yung Ping, Social Security in a Changing Soci- 
ety: an Introduction to Programs, Concepts and Is- 
sues. Bryn Mawr, Pa.: McCahan Foundation, 1980. 
180 pages. HD7125 .C52 

Feder, Judith M., Medicare: The Politics of Federal 
Hospital Insurance. Lexington, Mass.: Lexington 
Books, 1977. 177 pages. HD7102 .U54F442 

Haber, William and Cohen, Wilbur J., Social Securi- 
ty: Programs, Problems, and Policies, Selected 
Readings. Homewood, Ill.: Richard D. Irwin, 1960. 
606 pages. HD7 125. S66 

Howards, Irving, Disability, From Social Problems to 
Federal Program. New York: Praeger, 1980. 171 
pages. HD7106 .U56H68 

Myers, Robert J., Social Security, 2nd edition. Home- 
wood, 111.: Richard D. Irwin, 1981. 925 pages. 
HD7125 .M92 1981 

Rejda, George E., Social Insurance and Economic Secu- 
rity, 2nd edition. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice- 
Hall, Inc., 1984.494 pages. HD7125 .R37 1984 

U.S. Congress, Senate Special Committee on Aging, 
Social Security Disability: Past, Present and Future. 
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Of- 
fice, 1982. 39 pages. HD7105.2 .S63 

Developments and Trends 
Burns, Eveline M., Social Security and Public Policy. 

New York: McGraw-Hill, 1956, 291 pages. HD7125 
.B865 

Champagne, Anthony, editor, The Attack on the Wel- 
fare State. Prospect Heights, 111.: Waveland Press, 
1984.209 pages. HV91 .A88 

Conference on Aging (23rd, 1970: University of Michi- 
gan), Social Security: The First Thirty-Five Years. 
Ann Arbor: Institute of Gerontology, University of 
Michigan-Wayne State University, 1970. 80 pages. 
HQ1061 .U61 no. 7 

Derthick, Martha, Policymaking for Social Security. 
Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution, 1975. 446 
pages. HD7125 .D48 

Lowy, Louis, Social Policies and Programs on Aging. 
Lexington, Mass.: Lexington Books, 1980. 267 
pages. HQ1064 .U5L69 

Meenaghan, Thomas M., Social Policy and Social Wel- 
fare: Structure and Applications. New York: Free 
Press, 1980.261 pages. HV40 .M457 

Murray, Charles A., Losing Ground: American Social 

Policy, 1950-1980. New York: Basic Books, 1984. 
323 pages. HN59 .M87 1984 

Piven, Frances F., The New Class War: Reagan’s At- 
tack on the Welfare State and its Consequences. New 
York: Pantheon Books, 1982. 163 pages. HN59.2 
.P56 

Steiner, Gilbert Y ., Social Insecurity: The Politics of 
Welfare. Chicago: Rand McNally, 1966. 270 pages. 
HV91 .S37 

Challenging the Future 
Ball, Robert M., Social Security Today and Tomorrow. 

New York: Columbia University Press, 1978. 528 
pages. HD7125 .B28 

Boskin, Michael, The Crisis in Social Security: Prob- 
lems and Prospects. San Francisco: Institute for 
Contemporary Studies, 1977. 214 pages. HD7125 
.c74 

Moore, John H., editor, To Promote Prosperity: U.S. 
Domestic Policy in the Mid-1980’s. Stanford, 
Calif.: Hoover Institution Press, Stanford Univer- 
sity, 1984. 429 pages. Includes “Social Security Re- 
form,” by Rita Ricardo-Campbell. HC106.8 .T6 
1984 

Munnell, Alicia H., The Future of Social Security. 
Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution, 1977. 190 
pages. HD7125 .M75 

Robertson, A. Haeworth, The Coming Revolution in 
Social Security. McLean, Va.: Security Press, 1981. 
376 pages. HD7125 .R62 1981 

Schact, John N., editor, The Quest for Security: Papers 
on the Origins and the Future of the American Social 
Insurance System. Iowa City: Center for the Study of 
the Recent History of the U.S., 1982. 96 pages. 
HD7125 .Q47 1982 

Schieber, Sylvester J., Social Security: Perspectives on 
Preserving the System. Washington, D.C.: Employee 
Benefit Research Institute, 1982. 302 pages. HD7125 
.S33 1982 

U.S. National Commission on Social Security, Social 
Security in America’s Future: Final Report, March 
1981. Washington, D.C.: The Commission, 1981. 
414 pages. HD7123 .N37 1981 

Weaver, Carolyn L., The Crisis in Social Security: Eco- 
nomic and Political Origins. Durham, N.C.: Duke 
University Press, 1982. 249 pages. HD7125 .W397 
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