
Employment and Wages of Workers Covered by State Unem¬
ployment Compensation Laws, 1 9 3 9 * 

I N D U S T R I E S C O V E R E D BY State unemployment 
compensation laws probably participated to a 
greater extent than industry as a whole in the 
general economic improvement that characterized 
the year 1939. This is one of the conclusions to 
be drawn from a preliminary analysis of data on 
employment and wages of covered workers.1 
Covered employment in December 1939 totaled 
22 million, 9.2 percent more than in December 
1938; est imates published by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics show only a 5.8-percent increase 
in nonagricultural employment as a whole over the 
12-month period.2 Wages earned in covered em
ployment totaled 12.1 percent more in the last 
quarter of 1939 than in the same quarter of 1938. 
The comparable gain in aggregate salaries and 
wages in the Nat ion as a whole, however, equaled 
only 5.6 percent, according to estimates of the 
Department of Commerce. 

A t the beginning of 1939, nonagricultural em
ployment and industrial production in the United 
States had reached a plateau following the pro
nounced recovery during the last half of 1938 from 
the trough of the 1937-38 recession. This level 
was maintained, except for normal seasonal 
changes, until the beginning of the European war 
in September 1939. Thereafter, a marked expan
sion occurred in the volume of production and in 
the flow of wage payments to individuals, par
ticularly in the durable-goods industries, a group 
which is virtually wholly covered by State unem
ployment compensation laws. 
Description of the Data 

During 1937, statistics on the employment and 
wages of workers covered by the unemployment 
compensation program were compiled by only a 
few States . Although all States submitted reports 

* P r e p a r e d in the D i v i s i o n of R e s e a r c h and S t a t i s t i c s , Bureau of E m p l o y 
m e n t S e c u r i t y . 

1A de ta i l ed ana lys i s of 1939 d a t a wil l be p u b l i s h e d t h i s s u m m e r , similar to 
the m o n o g r a p h o n 1938 d a t a ( B u r e a u of E m p l o y m e n t S e c u r i t y , Employment 
and Pay Rolls in State Unemployment Compensation Systems 1918, E m p l o y 
m e n t S e c u r i t y M e m o r a n d u m N o . 6, W a s h i n g t o n , D . C., Apr i l 1940). 

2The BLS series u s e d for c o m p a r a t i v e p u r p o s e s is t h a t en t i t l ed " E m p l o y e e s 
in N o n a g r i c u l t u r a l E s t a b l i s h m e n t s , " w h i c h does n o t i nc lude se l f -employed 
pe r sons , ca sua l w o r k e r s , d o m e s t i c s e r v a n t s , or the m i l i t a r y a n d n a v a l forces 
of the G o v e r n m e n t . 

for 1938, industry data for all States became first 
available only with the 1939 reports.3 Detailed 
comparisons between the 2 years arc difficult, 
however, because of revisions in the classification 
of industries, the shift of railroad employees from 
coverage under State laws to inclusion under a 
federally administered law, various extensions of 
coverage to formerly excluded firms, and other 
changes. In the following analysis, railroad em
ployment and wages have been excluded. The 
data include Alaska and Hawaii, in addition to the 
48 States and the District of Columbia. 

3 I n d u s t r y d a t a were lacking o n l y for P e n n s y l v a n i a in 1938. 
Chart I.—-Average monthly number of workers in em

ployment covered by State unemployment compen
sation laws, by State, 1939 



Other l imitations attach to employment and 
wage data for covered workers. Their scope varies 
from State to State, depending on the provisions 
determining the size-of-firm and type-of-employ-
ment exclusions under the State unemployment 
compensation laws. Differences among the States 

are relatively minor for the latter, but varia
tions in size-of-firm exclusions significantly affect 
the data. In 1939 approximately half the States 
patterned their coverage after the Federal U n 
employment Tax Act by including only firms with 
eight or more workers, 10 included all firms with 

Table 1.—Number of workers in employment covered by State unemployment compensation laws,1 by State and 
month, 1939 

[Data r epo r t ed b y S t a t e agencies , cor rec ted to F e b . 24, 1941; a m o u n t s in t h o u s a n d s ] 

State 
S t a t u t o r y size-of-firm inc lus ion 2 

( n u m b e r of worke r s ) 

M o n t h ly average 
J a n u a r y F e b r u a r y M a r c h A p r i l M a y J u n e J u l y A u g u s t Sep

tember O c t o 
b e r 

N o v e m b e r D e c e m 
be r 

Total 21,377.5 20,208.8 20,248.9 20,754.1 20,716.0 21,052.8 21,358.0 21,298.0 21,744.8 22,369.6 22,458.5 22,833.7 21,987.1 
Alabama 8 or m o r e 260.6 249.6 249.9 259.1 245.2 250.1 258.0 261.7 263.9 272.4 272.3 272.5 272.1 
Alaska do 10.2 5.2 5.2 5.8 7.0 12.5 15.1 17.0 18.7 12.5 9.3 7.1 7 .0 
Arizona 3 or more 57 .8 57.8 56.2 57 .8 57.5 56.8 57 .3 55.5 55.6 58 .1 58.9 60 .0 62 .2 
Arkansas 1 or more 139.3 128.9 128.5 131.7 130.4 130.8 133.7 139.5 145.5 155.0 152.8 148.7 146.0 California 4 or more 1,264.4 1,201.5 1,199.6 1,220.4 1,246.7 1,261.6 1,286.9 1,303.1 1,339.4 1,325.8 1,291.8 1,257.0 1,239.3 
Colorado 8 or more 129.6 119.2 117.7 122.7 125.1 128.3 131.8 132.8 136.3 137.6 138.3 135.2 129.7 
Connect icut 5 or more 439.8 414.7 416.2 422.9 425.7 429.7 430.8 433.7 441.1 458.4 469.5 473.3 461.3 Delaware 1 or more 60.1 53 .0 54 .3 56.5 58.4 6 0 . 0 61.4 59.8 63.5 65.5 63.6 62.6 6 2 . 3 District of C o l u m b i a do 162.0 150.6 153.9 160.7 161.4 161.1 162.2 160.2 162.0 163.9 166.4 169.0 172.7 Florida 8 or more 234.3 252.7 254.3 253.7 238.1 221.7 217.9 208.8 208.5 214.5 231.6 246.5 263.0 
Georgia do 331.3 309.9 314.4 329.3 324.6 321.8 325.9 325.3 335.9 350.1 348.5 346.8 343.4 
Hawaii 1 or more 73.2 69.5 69.6 67.2 67.3 67.4 78.7 85.7 84.7 76.1 70 .8 70.3 70 .7 Idaho d o 3 59.9 49.9 48.6 51.0 55.0 60 .2 62 .8 62 .1 66.4 67.5 6 8 . 3 65.7 61.6 Illinois 8 or more 1,604.2 l , 5 l 8 . 3 1,524.3 1,558.4 1,565.2 1,578.2 1,591.4 1,599.7 1,620.8 1,670.4 1,686.0 1,685.7 1,052.3 Indiana do 547.9 504.7 508.9 526.6 525.8 534.1 538.9 537.8 568.8 584.2 585.0 581.8 578.1 Iowa do 228.6 213.6 211.6 220.1 225.1 230.9 230.3 231.6 233.7 240.8 238.7 236.6 230.8 
Kansas do 143.1 136.6 134.4 138.9 142.6 145.8 144.9 146.1 145.2 147.5 147.5 145.7 142.5 Ken tucky 4 or more 4 245.7 238.4 232.5 233.5 215.5 240.4 244.8 246.0 252.1 258.6 262.9 261.6 262.6 Louisiana 4 or more 269.9 2.52.4 250.0 258.1 261.1 259.2 266.2 265.4 274.7 285.5 295.4 287.5 282.9 Maine 8 or more 136.9 129.0 128.2 126.7 126.4 135.3 142.8 146.0 146.6 144.8 141.1 137.4 138.6 
Mary l and 4 or more 349.3 317.6 352.2 341.5 341.0 345.3 349.9 349.9 356.6 374.1 364.6 367.1 358.9 
Massachuse t t s do 1,007.6 953.0 960.0 970.1 1,002.2 1,005.0 1,012.5 1,001.6 1,013.3 1,040.3 1,060.2 1,055.7 1,016.8 
Michigan 8 or more 1,007.6 987.3 978.7 990.3 996.9 973.6 991.1 919.4 967 .3 1,060.9 1,061.8 1,062.9 1,101.2 Minneso ta 1 or more 391.9 355.8 351.8 365.4 378.4 393.3 408.3 403.0 411.6 415.9 410.6 407.4 401.2 Mississippi 8 or more 106.8 99.0 98.3 105.8 101.6 101.4 104.2 108.4 113.5 117.4 116.2 112.2 103.0 
Missouri do 527.5 506.5 506.8 521.1 523.4 525.4 525.2 530.3 528.2 542.3 543.5 540.1 536.8 M o n t a n a 1 or more 5 68.3 60.5 59.3 61.7 65.9 68 .2 70.3 71.6 73.6 74.0 72 .8 71 .3 70.5 
Nebraska 8 or more 101.9 93 .3 93 .3 97.4 101.1 104.0 104.0 104.0 104.8 107.2 107.2 105.4 101.1 
Nevada 1 or more 6 22.2 19.3 19.0 20.2 21.1 22.3 22.9 23 .3 24.1 24.4 23.8 23.2 22.9 New H a m p s h i r e 4 or more 101.2 95.4 96.2 95.3 97.1 98.1 103.4 106.1 106.3 107.9 104.5 102.6 102.1 
New Je r sey 8 or more 886.0 829.9 830.2 852.6 862.9 866.9 883.8 879.8 904.2 929.5 945.4 938.9 917.5 
New Mexico (7) 42.4 37.2 36.8 37.9 39.2 38.7 39.1 46 .8 46 .3 47.4 47.0 46.2 46.5 New York 8 4 or more 3,148.6 3,017.9 2 ,994.0 3,088.2 3,099.7 3,155.O 3,160.0 3,162.6 3 ,209.3 3 ,301.3 3,248.7 3,218.6 3 ,128.1 Nor th C a r o l i n a 8 or more 444.2 414.3 416.3 430.2 429.1 424.2 431.5 431.4 466.5 468.4 478.1 474.2 466.1 Nor th D a k o t a do 26.2 23.4 22.6 23.9 25.2 26.3 27.2 27.6 27.6 28.9 27.5 27.1 26.8 Ohio 3 or more 1,397.0 1,299.4 1,307.8 1,345.7 1,347.5 1,369.7 1,386.6 1,386.5 1,415.1 1,462.4 1,487.5 1,486.0 1,469.8 Ok lahoma 8 or more 181.6 174.2 172.7 179.6 179.4 181.8 183.6 182.8 183.3 188.3 185.6 184.7 183.4 Oregon 4 or m o r e 9 154.1 128.0 128.2 132.1 140. 2 148.5 155.9 161.2 171.4 173.4 175.6 170.4 164.0 
P e n n s y l v a n i a 1 or more 2,1192.1 2,101.0 2 ,131.2 2,142.7 2,078.6 2,117.1 2,177.1 2 ,146.7 2 ,175.8 2,256.5 2,329.5 2 ,344.0 2 ,304.8 Rhode I s l and 4 or more 193.5 188.4 188.7 189.2 187.6 187.8 187.7 189.2 192.6 200.6 203.5 205.1 201.0 
South C a r o l i n a 8 or more 204.2 193.2 195.6 204.4 201.1 200.4 201.7 199.9 203.7 207.9 216.7 214.3 211.4 
South D a k o t a do 32.8 29.5 29.0 30.4 32.2 33.4 33 .8 34.0 34.0 34.9 34 .3 34.3 33.5 

Tennessee d o 292.1 276.9 279.5 287.7 287.5 291.2 292.8 291.9 294 .0 301.6 304.0 302.0 296.5 Texas do 652.7 623.6 627.3 651.8 649.6 654.6 658 .2 646.7 649.2 669.1 664.7 667.3 670.4 
Utah (10) 72.7 62.6 61.2 63.6 65.7 67.5 69.3 79.1 80 .8 84.5 80 .2 79.2 78.7 
Vermont 8 or more 46.3 42.6 42.9 43.7 44.6 47.4 49.1 47.9 47 .8 47.4 47.8 47.7 46 .3 
Virginia . do 324.5 303.5 304.9 313.2 307.7 320.3 324.0 325.6 337.2 344.5 347.5 342.1 323.9 Wash ing ton do 264.3 233.3 230.8 244.0 258.9 263.5 271.8 272.3 283.5 209.0 283.6 272.5 265.9 West Vi rg in ia d o 267.8 257.9 261.2 264.6 183.4 263.5 268.7 271.2 274.8 286.1 295.7 297.4 289.0 Wisconsin 11 6 or more 12 437.3 408.5 413.1 429.0 431.8 439.2 445.6 441.1 445.5 451.8 455.5 448.6 438.3 W y o m i n g 1 or more 13 34.0 29.3 28.0 29.7 31 .3 33 .3 36.9 38 .3 39.5 39.5 36.2 34 .2 32.1 

1 As of last pay-rol l per iods e n d e d in m o n t h . I n c l u d e s w o r k e r s rece iv ing wages in excess of $3,000 a yea r in all pe r i ods in w h i c h t h e y were on p a y rol l . Excludes d a t a for r a i l roads and o t h e r g r o u p s sub jec t t o Ra i l road U n e m p l o y ment I n s u r a n c e A c t . 
2 R e p r e s e n t s n u m b e r of w o r k e r s e m p l o y e r m u s t have for specified per iod t o be subjec t to S t a t e l aw . 
3 And to t a l wages of $78 or m o r e in a q u a r t e r . 
4 A n d wages of a t least $50 t o each of 4 w o r k e r s in each of 3 q u a r t e r s ; or 8 or more w o r k e r s w i t h i n 20 w e e k s of c a l e n d a r yea r . 
5 A n d to ta l a n n u a l wages of $500 or m o r e . 
6 A n d to ta l wages of $225 or more in a q u a r t e r . 
7 For J a n u a r y - J u n e , 4 or m o r e w o r k e r s in each of 20 different w e e k s of ca lendar year ; for J u l y - D e c e m b e r , 2 or more w o r k e r s w i t h i n 13 w e e k s of c a l e n d a r year, or to ta l wages of $450 or m o r e in a q u a r t e r . 

8 D a t a i n c l u d e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 23,000 w o r k e r s in d o m e s t i c service in private h o m e s ; s u c h service is exc luded u n d e r l a w s of o t h e r S t a t e s . 
9 A n d to t a l wages of $500 or m o r e in a q u a r t e r . 
10 For J a n u a r y - J u n e , 4 or m o r e w o r k e r s ; for J u l y - D e c e m b e r , t o t a l wages of $140 or m o r e in a q u a r t e r . 
11 D a t a inc lude 13,500 n o n - F e d e r a l G o v e r n m e n t w o r k e r s in J a n u a r y - J u n e a n d 5,000 in J u l y - D e c e m b e r ; s u c h service is exc luded u n d e r l a w s of o t h e r S t a t e s . S t a t e a m e n d m e n t effective J u l y 1, 1939, exc luded ce r t a in g o v e r n m e n t e m p l o y e e s . 
12 Or to ta l a n n u a l wages of $6,000 or m o r e if e m p l o y e r ' s r e co rds d o n o t permit a c c u r a t e c o u n t of w o r k e r s . 
13 A n d to t a l wages of $150 or m o r e in a q u a r t e r . 



one or more employees, and the remaining States 
ranged between these limits. 

The employment figures, moreover, represent the 
number of covered employees on pay rolls during 
the last pay periods ended within each month, 
whereas earnings represent the total amount of 
wages paid to all covered workers during each 
calendar quarter. As a result, employment and 
wage data are not strictly comparable, since a 
number of workers employed at some time in a 
calendar quarter will not be included in the final 
pay rolls of any of the 3 months in the quarter. 
Averages derived by dividing wages by employ
ment , therefore, have little economic significance. 

In addition, N e w York reported taxable wages 
only, thereby excluding individual employee 
annual earnings in excess of $3,000 from any one 
employer. This l imitation especially affects the 
wage pattern for those industries in which N e w 
York predominates, especially finance, insurance, 
and real estate. 
National Trends 

The expansive effect of increased production 
upon pay rolls, st imulated in part by foreign de
velopments , is demonstrated by the relatively 
higher level of employment and earnings of 
covered workers during 1939 than in 1938. 
Employment of covered workers in March 1939 
approximated 20.8 million, only 4.7 percent above 
March 1938. B y June, however, the increase 
over the same month of 1938 was 9.3 percent, and 
in September it reached 9.7 percent. Although 
covered employment declined slightly at the end 
of the year, the December 1939 total of nearly 22 
million was still 9.2 percent more than the total 
for December 1938. Parallel increases were re
ported for employment included under the Fed
eral old-age and survivors insurance program, 
which covers all employers of one or more workers 
in virtually the same services subject to the Federal 
Unemployment T a x Act . T h e number of em
ployees earning taxable wages under the old-age 
and survivors insurance program during the last 
pay period of March 1939 totaled 4.1 percent 
more than during March 1938, according to data 
collected by the Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors 
Insurance. B y the end of June, the difference 
amounted to 10.0 percent. In September the 
9.7-percont divergence was identical with that for 
unemployment insurance. A slight decline fol

lowed, but covered employees still totaled 8.9 
percent more in December 1939 than in December 
1938. 
Table 2.—Wages in employment covered by State unem

ployment compensation laws,1 by State and quarter, 
1939 

[Data r epor t ed b y S t a t e agencies , correc ted to F e b . 21, 1941; a m o u n t s in 
t h o u s a n d s ] 

S t a t e T o t a l January-M a r c h A p r i l -
J u n e J u l y - S e p t e m b e r October-

December 

T o t a l $28,518,053 $6,574,822 $6,935,469 $7,183,488 $7,824,274 
Ala 239,012 56,397 55,469 59,903 67,243 
A l a s k a 18,663 2,171 4,778 8,221 3,493 
Ariz 73,731 17,605 17,791 17,953 20,382 
A r k 115,762 25,786 26,972 30,656 32,918 Calif 1,998,470 459,691 494,838 514,577 529,364 Colo 167,012 37,466 40,187 42,827 46,532 C o n n 626,944 140,207 148,268 156,929 182,440 
Del 84,401 18,233 20,555 21,109 24,501 
D i s t . of Col 216,864 50,001 53,547 53,841 59,472 
Fla 224,692 57,793 53,658 56,919 62,322 
Ga 304,030 69,028 73,242 75,545 86,215 
H a w a i i 76,524 16,598 16,623 18,903 18,400 I d a h o 67,320 13,376 16,471 18,740 18,733 
Ill 2,441,940 518,290 586,851 610,320 696,479 I n d 753,384 165,781 178,346 190,046 219,208 
I o w a 273,455 61,157 67,291 68,958 76,049 K a n s 168,387 38,438 42,051 43,212 44,686 
K y 272,019 61,424 62,040 71,057 77,498 
La 288,563 64,911 69,175 71,940 82,537 M a i n e 144,359 32,653 33,738 38,496 39,472 
M d 431,900 94,747 104,904 108,438 123,811 
M a s s 1,387,978 312,021 339,126 351,148 385,683 M i c h 2 1,587,439 364,429 380,773 387,699 454,538 M i n n 495,019 108,400 121,814 128,599 136,206 
M i s s 87,219 18,889 20,341 22,753 25,236 M o 686,265 159,183 167,165 171,353 188,564 
M o n t 90,317 19,307 21,846 23,692 25,472 N e b r 122,788 27,225 30,535 31,346 33,682 
N e v 31,020 6,642 7,589 8,224 8,565 N . H 169,148 24,079 25,938 29,611 29,520 
N . J 1,267,497 284,914 306,980 320,198 355,405 
N . M e x 47,382 10,722 11,215 12,436 13,009 N . Y . 3 4,449,814 1,110,512 1,143,444 1,110,609 1,085,249 N . C 396,524 88,655 93,334 100,348 114,187 N . D a k 29,711 8,263 7,337 7,906 8,205 
Oh io 2,028,295 449,296 481,235 510,205 587,559 O k l a 233,977 54,775 57,627 58,814 62,761 
Oreg 230,770 49,243 57,277 62,365 61,885 P a 2,869,606 680,099 681,143 711,038 797,326 R. I. 4 234,141 53,738 55,929 58,128 66,346 
S. C 5 162,618 37,578 39,580 46,249 45,211 
S. D a k 37,826 8,239 9,270 9,751 10,566 T e n n 297,381 67,574 72,611 74,046 83,150 T e x 781,084 182,647 192,997 195,436 210,004 U t a h 90,411 19,153 20,728 24,190 26,340 Vt 53,619 11,532 13,248 14,096 14,743 V a 345,040 76,785 82,512 88,193 97,550 
W a s h 370,574 80,292 91,923 96,765 101,594 W . Va 348,602 81,115 72,652 92,122 102,713 Wis 6 623,135 141,010 152,639 159,319 170,167 
W y o 41,421 8,746 9,866 11,759 11,050 

1 R e p r e s e n t s wages paid or p a y a b l e acco rd ing to S t a t e law. Except in New Y o r k , i nc ludes wages in excess of $3,000 a yea r for a w o r k e r in covered employm e n t . In 3 S t a t e s a n d N e w York t h i s excess w a s no t t a x a b l e (see footnotes 2-5) . D a t a for r a i l roads a n d o t h e r g r o u p s subjec t to Railroad Unemploy m e n t I n s u r a n c e Act e x c l u d e d . For size-of-firm inc lus ion u n d e r S t a t e law see t a b l e 1. 
2 Of t h i s a m o u n t , $1,484,754,000 r ep re sen t s t axab le wages ; S t a t e l aw excludes wages in excess of $3,000 n year for a worke r from a n y 1 e m p l o y e r . 
3 D a t a r e p r e s e n t t a x a b l e wages ; S t a t e law exc ludes wages in excess of $3,000 a y e a r for a w o r k e r from a n y 1 e m p l o y e r . I n c l u d e $30,473,000 in taxable wages for d o m e s t i c service in p r i v a t e h o m e s : s u c h serv ice is exc luded under l a w s of o t h e r S t a t e s . 
4 D a t a r ep re sen t total wages , on w h i c h e m p l o y e r s were t a x a b l e u n d e r S t a t e l aw; for e m p l o y e e c o n t r i b u t i o n s , t axab le wages were $216,744,000, because i n d i v i d u a l e m p l o y e e a n n u a l wages in excess of $3,000 were no t t a x a b l e . 
5 Of t h i s a m o u n t , $158,053,000 r ep re sen t s t axab le wages . W a g e s in excess of $3,000 a y e a r for a worke r from a n y 1 e m p l o y e r n o n t a x a b l e for Ju ly-Decem , ber u n d e r S t a t e a m e n d m e n t effective J u l y 1, 1939. 
6 D a t a i n c l u d e $8,886,000 in t a x a b l e wages for n o n - F e d e r a l G o v e r n m e n t e m p l o y e e s : s u c h serv ice is exc luded u n d e r l aws of o t h e r S t a t e s . Wages were $5,931,000 in J a n u a r y - J u n e a n d $2,955,000 in J u l y - D e c e m b e r ; S t a t e a m e n d m e n t effective J u l y 1, 1939, exc luded ce r t a i n g o v e r n m e n t e m p l o y e e s . 



In contrast, the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
estimates of nonagricultural employment do not 
indicate so sharp a rise. Employment in both 
June and December 1939 totaled only 5.8 percent 
above the same months of 1938. Since a substan
tial increase in employment occurred generally 
during the latter half of 1938, the relatively 
greater employment of covered workers during 
the second half of 1939 is all the more striking. I t 
probably reflects the concentration of covered 
employment in industries which are most likely to 
be influenced by wartime industrial expansion. 

For the entire year 1939, average monthly 
employment of covered workers under State un
employment compensation programs totaled 21.4 
million, 7.0 percent more than an estimated aver
age of 20.0 million for 1938. Average monthly 
nonagricultural e m p l o y m e n t 4 was only 4.1 per
cent higher in 1939 than in 1938, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statist ics estimates. The num
ber of workers covered by unemployment compen
sation laws equaled about 75 percent of all wage 
earners in nonagricultural employment and ap
proximately 85 percent of all workers covered by 
Federal old-age and survivors insurance. 

Except for relatively slight declines in April 
and July, covered employment rose steadily 
from 20.2 million in January 1939 to a peak of 
22.5 million in October. April employment was 
affected by a widespread stoppage in the bitumi
nous coal industry; the downturn in July is at
tributable largely to normal seasonal movements . 
The usual seasonal decline in construction, coupled 
with a slackening of the war stimulus to industrial 
activity, probably accounted for the 2.1-percent 
decline during the last 2 months of the year. 

Wages earned in covered employment increased 
proportionately more than employment, probably 
because of rising wage rates and an increase in 
average weekly hours of work. Wages totaled 
$28.5 billion in 1939, 10.7 percent more than in 
1938. The trend corresponded to that for average 
monthly employment, although at a higher level. 
First-quarter wages totaled 6.8 percent more in 
1939 than in 1938; in the second quarter the gain 
was 10.9 percent; in the third quarter, 13.1 per
cent; and in the fourth, 12.1 percent. Between 
the first and fourth quarters of 1939, wages earned 
in covered employment increased 19.0 percent, 

4 See footnote 2. 

whereas during 1938 the corresponding advance 
was only 13.3 percent. 
Industrial Distribution 

Manufacturing industries accounted for 45.5 
percent of average monthly employment during 
1939 and paid 45.7 percent of total wages earned 
in covered employment. The proportion of 
employment and wages was also virtually identical 
for construction—4.5 and 4.4 percent—and for 
mining—3.8 and 3.9 percent, respectively. 

Wholesale and retail trade ranked next to 
manufacturing in the concentration of covered 
workers. This group included 25.2 percent of 
average monthly employment and 23.7 percent of 
total wages paid during 1939. Service industries 
accounted for the third largest number of covered 
workers—8.1 percent—but in wages ranked fourth 
with 7.1 percent. Ranking third with respect to 
wages was the industry group consisting of trans
portation, communication, and other public utili
ties, with 8.5 percent of all wages paid in covered 
employment. This group ranked fourth in the 
proportion of average monthly employment—7.5 
percent. Industries classified as finance, insurance, 
and real estate accounted for 4.9 percent of aver
age monthly employment and 6.2 percent of total 
wages paid. In the latter two industry groups, 
the fact that the proportion represented by wages 
is higher than that for employment is probably due 
to higher annual earnings, because of more regular 
employment, higher wage rates, or overtime pay. 

The sharp expansion in employment which 
characterized the last half of 1939 was led by a 
substantial increase in mining and was shared by 
manufacturing, transportation, and wholesale and 
retail trade. Preliminary analysis does not indi
cate how much of this increase was attributable to 
seasonal movements and how much to the stimulus 
of war abroad. I t is significant, however, that 
covered employment in manufacturing in D e c e m 
ber 1939 was 7.3 percent higher than in March. 
On the other hand, old-age and survivors insurance 
data, which include information on small firms 
less sensitive to war repercussions than the larger 
ones covered by most unemployment compensa
tion laws, indicate only a 4.4-percent increase 
from March to December. 

In contrast to the general upward tendency of 
these four industry groups, covered employment 
in the highly seasonal construction industry fluc



Table 3.—Number of workers in employment covered by State unemployment compensation laws, by major 
industry group and month, 1939 

[Data r e p o r t e d b y S t a t e agencies, cor rec ted to F e b . 21, 1941; a m o u n t s in t h o u s a n d s ] 

I n d u s t r y d iv i s ion a n d ma jo r i n d u s t r y g r o u p code n u m b e r 1 

M o n t h l y a v e r a g e e m p l o y m e n t 
J a n u a r y F e b r u a r y M a r c h Apr i l M a y J u n e J u l y Au

gus t 
S e p t e m 

b e r O c t o b e r N o v e m ber December 
I n d u s t r y d iv i s ion a n d ma jo r i n d u s t r y g r o u p code n u m b e r 1 N u m be r 

P e r c e n t of to ta l 
P e r c e n t of i n d u s t r y d iv i s ion 

J a n u a r y F e b r u a r y M a r c h Apr i l M a y J u n e J u l y Au
gus t 

S e p t e m 
b e r O c t o b e r N o v e m ber December 

T o t a l 21,377.5 100.0 100.0 20,208.8 20,248.9 20,754.1 20,716.0 21,052.8 21,358.0 21,298.0 21,744.8 22,369.6 22,458.5 22,333.7 21,987.1 
M i n i n g 812.9 3 .8 100.0 816.6 810.4 813.3 584.2 745.6 805.8 807.6 825.2 869.1 902.3 901.2 873.1 

10 104.7 . 5 12.9 98.1 97.2 99.2 101.1 103.6 104.6 105.9 105.8 109.7 111.6 111.0 108.8 11 87.6 . 4 10.8 88 .0 91.9 91.1 93.6 92 .8 90.6 79.0 80.8 85.3 85.7 86.2 85.9 12 377.7 1.8 46.4 402.0 397.8 388.7 151.3 302.5 361.2 370.5 388.7 423.9 453.1 455. 5 437.3 13 172.2 . 8 21.2 169.0 165.6 170.1 170.1 174.1 174.7 176.0 172.0 172.3 173.7 174.7 174.3 
14 70.7 . 3 8.7 59 .5 57.9 64.2 68 .1 72.6 74.7 76.2 77.9 77.9 78.2 73.8 66.8 C o n s t r u c t i o n 960.3 4 .5 100.0 745.3 733.1 850.2 946.0 1,045.8 1,083.2 1,094.2 1,119.6 1,092.2 1,038.0 964.0 811.5 15 335.5 1.6 34.9 274.8 274.2 316.2 340.3 365.5 376.5 376.4 383.0 365.0 343.4 328.7 281.9 16 291.0 1.3 30.3 210.9 199.5 236.3 280.4 327.7 342.9 354.6 360.3 353.0 329.2 282.7 213.9 17 333.8 1.6 34.8 259.6 259.4 297.7 325.3 352.6 363.8 363.2 376.3 374.2 365.4 352.6 315.7 

M a n u f a c t u r i n g 9 ,731.7 45.5 100.0 9 ,205.1 9 ,263 .3 9 ,430.4 9,404.6 9 ,362 .5 9 ,490.0 9,548.4 9 ,908.3 10,258.8 10,421.3 10,366.1 10,118.5 
20 1,162.3 5.4 11.9 1,037.1 1,034.0 1,056.8 1,079.8 1,119.7 1,193.3 1,239.2 1,342.0 1,312.9 1,238.7 1,178.5 1,115.9 21 105.3 . 5 1.1 99.9 100.8 98.7 101.8 102.8 105.3 101.9 115.1 113.0 114.7 112.4 94.3 22 1,200.7 5.6 12.3 1,189.0 1,197.9 1,201.1 1,159.7 1,150.6 1,153.7 1,170.5 1,188.6 1,228.1 1,271.0 1,271.0 1,227.3 
23 873.5 4.1 9.0 859.4 858.2 892.0 866.5 834.3 819.8 841.2 921.0 943.2 923.3 881.6 838.9 24 406.6 1.9 4 .2 363.0 359.9 368.9 378.4 398.0 408.2 417.6 432.1 438.0 445.4 442.2 426.9 
25 369.4 1.7 3.8 339.0 348.3 351.6 355.3 360.2 365.2 363.5 372.2 386.9 401.8 400.2 386.0 
26 310.3 1.5 3.2 293.0 292.6 300.4 301.8 304.2 303.8 302.9 308.2 321.9 335.1 334.0 325.6 
27 531.7 2 .5 5.5 530.7 527.9 532.7 533.4 530 .0 528.0 526.1 526.9 537.2 537.3 536.5 534.0 28 398.2 1.9 4.1 381.8 386.9 402.1 395.0 383.1 376.4 380.0 391.7 420.8 423.6 421.2 413.0 
29 131.6 .6 1.3 126.2 125.1 126.9 128.3 130.3 133.7 134.4 134.5 135.2 136.8 135.0 133.2 30 145.4 . 7 1.5 138.5 138.6 139.8 140.1 137.9 139.4 142.7 145.2 151.8 158.1 159.1 153.9 31 370.2 1.7 3.8 369.3 383.4 387.6 370.5 353.8 363.6 375.2 378.1 378.7 371.6 359.3 351.5 32 329.4 1.5 3.4 295.8 299.9 315.2 321.8 328.5 335.1 333.9 338.1 314.6 354.4 319.5 335.8 
33 1,148.0 5.4 11.8 1,059.8 1,070.8 1,082.3 1,088.0 1,081.6 1,092.6 1,096.4 1,125.7 1,201.8 1,283.1 1,303.1 1,290.0 
35 277.8 1.3 2.9 258.6 261.1 264.3 262.9 260.8 262.5 266.0 277.0 291.8 308.0 313.9 306.5 36 394.2 1.8 4 .0 369.0 367.7 372.5 372.7 372.8 377.0 384.6 396.3 416.9 436.9 439.9 423.9 37 651.5 3 .0 6.7 605.2 613.9 624.7 636.5 638.6 611.4 644.5 648.9 661.1 683.5 704.1 714.8 38 465.3 2 .2 4 .8 484.9 478.9 478.3 471.3 434.6 440.7 364.7 395.9 487.2 497.6 505.3 544.1 39 2 460.3 2 .2 4 .7 401.3 417.4 431.5 440.8 440.7 450.3 460.1 470.8 487.7 503.4 516.0 502.9 U t i l i t i e s , e t c 1,611.5 7 .5 100.0 1,558.3 1,551.4 1,574.6 1,596.7 1,611.9 1,630.3 1,616.9 1,628.2 1,667.9 1,651.5 1,629.1 1,626.8 
41 169.8 . 8 10.5 171.7 168.5 170.7 170.7 172.6 174.2 172.4 170.9 170.5 166.5 165.1 164.3 42 300.8 1.4 18.7 268.8 270.0 279.4 287.4 293.2 299.4 298.4 306.7 338.0 332.0 322.3 314.1 
43 122.3 .6 7.6 120.3 120.5 126.1 119.3 120.8 122.7 121.9 122.7 124.3 121.5 121.2 126.8 
44 23 .2 . 2 3.3 54.1 52.7 56.3 5 3 . 5 54.5 53.5 53.1 53.4 53.4 53.2 50.1 50.6 
45 131.4 .6 8.1 129.4 127.5 131.7 130.1 133.3 134.7 124.5 127.6 134.9 137.0 134.6 131.5 46 396.4 1.9 24.6 389.7 389.3 390.3 306.8 399.0 402.1 398.6 397.9 399.5 395.4 394.7 403.3 48 417.2 1.9 25.9 405.3 403.9 406.0 411.2 416.8 422.6 427.0 428.4 427.0 422.5 418.2 416.9 49 20.4 .1 1.3 19.0 19.0 20. 1 21.7 21.7 21.1 21.0 20.6 20.3 20.4 19.9 19.3 Trade 5,374.2 25.2 100.0 5,083.2 5,089.3 5,242.4 5,309.7 5,335.4 5 ,378.3 5,303.5 5,331.0 5,511.1 5,560.3 5,630.1 5,716.8 50 721.9 3.4 13.4 701.4 699.4 704.2 704.7 706.3 715.2 723.9 731.6 750.4 747.5 746.2 731.8 
51 722.4 3.4 13.5 702.7 702.6 707.0 714.0 713.6 717.5 710.5 728.0 723.9 754.4 749.4 745.7 53 933.2 4.4 17.4 834.2 829.5 892.5 807.9 898.3 902.9 870.8 878.0 952.5 996.0 1,084.9 1,161.2 
54 597.4 2 .8 11.1 567.3 582.7 584.1 596.3 601.7 607.7 605.6 601.6 610.5 600.7 602 .3 608.3 55 332.9 1.5 6.2 317.2 317.5 325.8 333.1 338.1 340.7 337.4 335.0 334.2 337.0 338.0 340.7 
56 333.2 1.5 6.2 298.7 299.8 352.6 348.6 340.6 335.6 297.4 297.8 351.9 354.5 357.0 364.6 57 547.1 2.6 10.2 537.9 533.2 535.8 533.7 537.9 540.9 542.4 545.5 561.9 559.4 560.2 576.2 71 550.2 2.6 10.2 544 .5 515.2 521.4 556.7 565.3 574.1 569.7 567.2 570.2 555.9 545.5 546.6 75 149.9 . 7 2.8 144.3 143.6 146.3 147.0 149.0 151.2 153.6 153.3 154.2 153.0 151.5 151.7 52 486.0 2 .3 9.0 465.0 465.8 472.7 477.7 484.6 492.5 492.2 493.0 501.4 501.9 495.1 490.0 F i n a n c e , e t c 1,048.7 4.9 100.0 1,045.2 1,045.5 1,050.8 1,039.2 1,052.7 1,057.9 1,057.2 1,058.8 1,057.6 1,015.2 1,036.9 1,037.3 
60 113.2 . 5 10.8 112.1 110.7 111.9 112.1 112.5 113.6 115.0 116.4 115.6 112.7 112.5 113.6 61 65.7 . 3 6.3 69.0 68 .2 67.6 64.5 65 .3 65.5 64.4 64.1 66.9 65.1 64.0 63.6 
62 75.6 .4 7.2 75.1 74.7 75.2 74.0 75.1 76.2 76.5 76.1 75.8 75.8 75.9 77.0 63 340.8 1.6 32.5 337.7 338.1 338.9 339.8 341.1 344.2 343.7 343.8 312.8 340.7 339.2 339.5 64 48.6 . 2 4.6 48.1 48.1 48.2 48.9 49.2 49.5 48.9 48.8 48.6 48.4 48.1 48.4 65 275.6 1.3 26 .3 269.1 267.9 272.6 276.0 283.2 281.1 280.6 281.4 279.4 275.2 271.6 268.8 66 31.6 . 1 3 .0 30.4 30.5 30.9 30.0 31.9 31.8 33.1 33.0 32.9 31.5 31.3 31.5 
67 97.6 . 5 9.3 103.7 107.3 105.5 93 .9 94.4 96.0 96.0 95 .2 95.6 95 .8 94.3 94.9 Service 1,723.2 8.1 100.0 1,657.8 1,658.7 1,691.3 1,718.8 1,771.1 1,784.7 1,762.5 1,760.1 1,779.4 1,711.0 1,689.0 1,694.4 
70 354.4 1.7 20.6 350.7 349.2 351.4 349.5 359.1 365.6 372.9 372.9 367.4 340.0 333.3 340.5 72 438.5 2.1 25.4 413.3 412.2 421.8 433.4 415.6 456.3 453.3 451.1 450.9 443.4 410.8 410.2 73 244.5 1.1 14.2 238.1 241.6 214.8 239.0 245.4 244.6 243.6 246.5 247.4 247.3 218.4 246.2 74 12.5 . 1 . 7 12.7 12.8 12.8 12.5 12.6 12.4 12.1 12.0 12.5 12.6 12.5 12.6 76 41.4 . 2 2.4 38.4 39.4 40.2 41.0 41.8 41.7 40.8 41.4 43.6 43.2 43.4 42.0 78 178.2 . 8 10.3 177.3 177.2 173.7 176.7 182.3 184.0 177.2 179.1 180.3 175.5 177.3 177.6 
79 167.4 . 8 9.7 142.1 141.8 148.5 174.4 189.9 185.1 185.7 181.8 193.3 164.7 150.7 150.4 80 65.2 . 3 3 .8 64.3 64.2 64.8 64.9 65 .2 66.0 66.4 66.5 66.5 64.7 64.2 64.2 81 35.9 . 2 2 .1 36 .3 36 .3 36.3 35.5 35.8 35.9 36.6 36.6 36 .3 35.4 35.1 35.3 82 16.4 . 1 1.0 18.2 17.9 18.2 17.8 17.6 15.1 11.9 11.9 15.4 17.9 18.0 17.4 83 25.4 . 1 1.5 25.2 24.9 25.4 25.5 25.9 26.2 26.2 25.9 25.5 21.9 24.6 24.2 86 111.8 . 5 6.5 111.7 111.4 113.8 111.8 111.6 112.9 106.0 106.0 111.7 113.2 113.4 117.7 90 3 22.5 . 1 1.3 18.5 17.9 24.3 22.4 24.4 24.2 23.3 23.0 23.5 23.5 23.0 22.3 
94 4 9.1 (5) . 5 11.0 11.9 15.3 13.5 13.9 14.7 5.6 5.4 5.1 4.7 4 .3 3.8 M i s c . 5 115.0 .5 100.0 97 .3 97.2 101.1 122.8 127.8 127.8 107.7 113.6 133.5 125.9 117.3 108.7 

1 F o r t i t les of codes , see t a b l e 4. 
2 I n c l u d e s ma jo r i n d u s t r y g r o u p 34. 
3 R e p o r t e d b y N e w Y o r k o n l y ; exc luded from coverage in o t h e r S t a t e s . 
4 R e p o r t e d b y Wiscons in o n l y ; exc luded from coverage in o t h e r S t a t e s . 

5 Less t h a n 0.05 p e r c e n t . 
6 I n c l u d e s agriculture, fores t ry , fishery, a n d e s t a b l i s h m e n t s n o t elsewhere classified. 



Table 4.—Wages in employment covered by State unemployment compensation laws,1 by major industry and 
quarter, 1939 

[Data r epo r t ed b y S t a t e agencies, cor rec ted t o F e b . 24, 1941; a m o u n t s in t h o u s a n d s ] 

I n d u s t r y d iv i s ion a n d major i n d u s t r y g r o u p 

T o t a l 

J a n u a r y -M a r c h A p r i l -June J u l y - S e p 
t e m b e r 

O c t o b e r -D e c e m b e r I n d u s t r y d iv i s ion a n d major i n d u s t r y g r o u p 
A m o u n t Percent of to ta l 

P e r c e n t of ind u s t r y d iv is ion 

J a n u a r y -M a r c h A p r i l -June J u l y - S e p 
t e m b e r 

O c t o b e r -D e c e m b e r 

T o t a l $28,518,053 100.0 100.0 $6,57 4,822 $6,935,469 $7,183,488 $7,824,274 
Mining 1,119,283 3.9 100.0 274,585 237,030 284,604 323,064 

10. Metal mining 161,955 .6 14.5 36,600 38,906 40,868 45,581 11. A n t h r a c i t e m i n i n g 123,688 .4 11.0 31,254 37,969 25,896 28,569 
12. Bituminious and o t h e r soft-coal m i n i n g 453,517 1.6 40.5 119,578 66,580 120,632 146,727 13. C r u d e - p e t r o l e u m and n a t u r a l - g a s p r o d u c t i o n 297,509 1.0 26.6 70,817 73,365 74,722 78,605 14. N o n m e t a l l i c m i n i n g a n d q u a r r y i n g 82,614 . 3 7.4 16,336 20,210 22,486 23,582 

Construction 1,250,211 4.4 100.0 226,125 325,742 356,052 342,292 15. Building cons t ruc t i on—gene ra l c o n t r a c t o r s 420,947 1.5 33.7 80,260 110,645 118,757 111,285 16. Genera l c o n t r a c t o r s , o t h e r t h a n b u i l d i n g 352,548 1.2 28.2 60,339 90,228 106,358 95,623 17. Cons t ruc t ion—spec i a l t r a d e c o n t r a c t o r s 476,716 1.7 38.1 85,526 124,869 130,937 135,384 
Manufacturing 13,045,331 45.7 100.0 2,976,193 3,109,146 3,273,547 3,686,445 20. Food and k i n d r e d p r o d u c t s 1,559,689 5.5 12.0 339,405 376,344 426,363 417,577 21. T o b a c c o m a n u f a c t u r e s 95,912 . 3 . 7 20,501 23,186 25,624 26,631 22. Textile mill products 1,128,742 4 .0 8.6 272,741 262,984 275,854 317,103 23. Appa re l a n d o t h e r finished p r o d u c t s m a d e from fabrics a n d similar materials 864,199 3.0 6.6 209,599 263,682 220,867 230,051 

24. L u m b e r and t i m b e r bas ic p r o d u c t s 385,530 1.3 3 .0 80,005 94,400 101,818 109,307 25. F u r n i t u r e a n d finished l u m b e r p r o d u c t s 416,205 1.5 3 .2 92,319 99,235 103,706 120,945 
26. P a p e r a n d allied p r o d u c t s 430,101 1.5 3.3 97,753 103,191 106,081 123,076 27. P r i n t i n g , p u b l i s h i n g , and allied industries 896,190 3.1 6.9 219,892 223,345 221,156 231,797 

28. Chemicals and allied products 625,942 2.2 4 .8 143,765 149,902 154,019 178,256 29. P r o d u c t s of p e t r o l e u m , coal , and n a t u r a l gas 241,101 . 8 1.8 55,985 59,371 61,388 64,357 
30. Rubber products 223,741 . 8 1.7 50,869 52,795 56,644 63,433 31. L e a t h e r a n d l ea the r p r o d u c t s 378,870 1.3 2.9 96,040 87,934 97,529 97,367 

32. S tone , c lay , a n d glass p r o d u c t s 437,487 1.5 3.4 94,794 106,541 111,671 124,481 
33. I ron a n d steel a n d t he i r p r o d u c t s 1,766,222 6.2 13.5 391,787 410,910 435,743 527,782 
35. N o n f e r r o u s m e t a l s a n d the i r p r o d u c t s 414,168 1.5 3 .2 92,274 95,746 100,238 125,910 
36. Electrical m a c h i n e r y 623,455 2 .2 4 .8 140,268 147,810 155,014 180,363 37. M a c h i n e r y (except e lectr ical) 1,089, 232 3.8 8.3 240,330 261,682 269,616 317,604 38. A u t o m o b i l e s a n d a u t o m o b i l e e q u i p m e n t 816,844 2.9 6.3 195,334 193,944 185,661 241,905 39. Misce l l aneous m a n u f a c t u r i n g i n d u s t r i e s 2 651,671 2 .3 5.0 142,532 156,144 164,555 188,440 Transpor ta t ion , c o m m u n i c a t i o n , a n d o t h e r p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s 2,435,293 8.5 100.0 578,222 611,668 623,515 621,888 41. S t ree t , s u b u r b a n , and i n t e r u r b a n r a i l w a y s (o the r t h a n i n t e r s t a t e 

ra i l roads ) a n d c i t y and s u b u r b a n b u s l ines 289,668 1.0 11.9 71,242 73,356 73,798 71,272 
42. T r u c k i n g and /o r w a r e h o u s i n g for hire 393,387 1.4 16.1 86,138 95,986 100,275 110,988 
43. O t h e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , excep t w a t e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 163,139 .6 6.7 38,783 39,819 41,639 42,898 
44. W a t e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 72,424 . 2 3 .0 17,959 18,444 17,777 18,244 45. Services al l ied to t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , no t e l s ewhere classified 142,372 . 5 5.8 33,418 36,711 34,567 37,676 46. C o m m u n i c a t i o n : T e l e p h o n e , t e l e g r a p h , a n d re la ted services 620,062 2 .2 25.5 150,368 158,467 161,064 150,163 
48. Ut i l i t i es : Electric and gas 728,540 2.5 29.9 174,287 182,351 187,873 184,029 49. Local u t i l i t i es a n d local p u b l i c se rv ices , n o t e l sewhere classified 25,701 . 1 1.1 6,027 6,534 6,522 6,618 Wholesale a n d re ta i l t r a d e 6,745,425 23.7 100.0 1,557,078 1,659,692 1,669,625 1,859,030 
50. Ful l -service a n d l imi t ed - func t ion wholesa le r s 1,120,030 3.9 16.6 262,108 271,125 273,613 313,094 51. Wholesa le d i s t r i b u t o r s , o t h e r t h a n full-service and limited-function wholesalers 1,248,394 4.4 18.5 300,051 311,441 305,996 330,906 
53. Re ta i l general m e r c h a n d i s e 895,627 3.2 13.3 195,929 213,565 213,236 272,897 
54. Re ta i l food ( inc ludes l i quo r s tores) 658,190 2.3 9.8 150,986 162,975 170,562 173,667 
55. Reta i l a u t o m o t i v e 465,067 1.6 6.9 105,948 117,941 114,506 126,672 56. Reta i l a p p a r e l a n d accessories 366,404 1.3 5.4 83,050 92,632 86,777 103,945 57. Reta i l t r a d e , no t e l sewhere classified 686,165 2.4 10.2 160,481 166,445 171,701 187,538 
71. Ea t ing a n d d r i n k i n g p laces 449,645 1.6 6.7 102,271 113,227 117,415 116,732 75. Filling s t a t i o n s , garages , a n d a u t o m o b i l e r epa i r services 171,379 .6 2.5 39,883 42,295 44,185 45,016 52. O t h e r wholesa le a n d re ta i l t r ade 684,524 2.4 10.1 156,281 168,046 171,634 188,563 Finance, i n s u r a n c e , and real estate 1,776,150 6.2 100.0 452,827 442,474 432,212 448,637 

60. Banks and trust companies 197,440 .7 11.1 50,878 49,300 48,406 48,856 61. S e c u r i t y dea le r s a n d i n v e s t m e n t b a n k i n g 138,206 .5 7.8 36,695 33,927 33,072 34,512 62. F i n a n c e agencies , no t e l sewhere classified 121,204 .4 6.8 29,535 29,662 29,317 32,690 
63. I n s u r a n c e car r ie rs 635,772 2.2 35.8 158,416 159,782 156,961 160,073 

64. Insurance agents and brokers 90,976 .3 5.1 22,687 22,646 21,660 23,983 65. Real e s t a t e dea le r s , a g e n t s , and b r o k e r s 314,460 1.1 17.7 75,255 78,840 78,491 81,874 66. Rent e s t a t e , i n s u r a n c e , loans , l aw offices; a n y c o m b i n a t i o n 48,636 .2 2.8 11,372 11,956 12,057 13,251 67. H o l d i n g c o m p a n i e s (except real e s t a t e ho ld ing c o m p a n i e s ) 229,456 .8 12.9 67,989 56,361 52,308 52,798 
Service 2,010,695 7.1 100.0 482,388 511,759 509,863 506,685 70. Ho te l s , r o o m i n g houses , c r imes , a n d o t h e r lodging p laces 295,459 1.0 14.7 71,152 73,194 78,965 72,148 

72. Pe r sona l services 423,979 1.5 21.1 95,599 109,076 109,397 109,907 73. Business serv ices , not e l sewhere classified 378,738 1.3 18.8 95,843 94,723 91,755 96,417 74. Employment agencies a n d c o m m e r c i a l a n d t r a d e schools 16,629 .1 .8 4,031 4,006 4,094 4,498 76. Miscellaneous repair services and hand trades 58,114 .2 2.9 13,216 14,477 14,702 15,719 314,764 1.1 15.7 76,848 80,171 78,798 78,947 78. A m u s e m e n t and r ec rea t ion a n d re la ted services , no t e l sewhere classified 165,809 .6 8.3 35,755 44,551 46,365 39,138 
80. M e d i c a l a n d o the r h e a l t h services 70,813 .3 3.5 17,075 17,488 17,734 18,516 81. L a w offices a n d re la ted services 62,154 .2 3.1 16,016 15,849 14,899 15,390 82. Educational i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d agencies 20,476 .1 1.0 5,511 5,136 3,956 5,873 83. Other professional a n d social-service agencies and i n s t i t u t i o n s 52,087 .2 2.6 12,900 13,130 12,676 13,291 

86. Nonprofit membership organizations 112,314 .4 5.6 28,652 28,642 27,041 27,979 
90. D o m e s t i c service 3 30,473 .1 1.5 7,162 7,923 7,775 7,613 94. Regu la r Government agencies 4 8,886 (5) .4 2,538 3,393 1,796 1,249 

Miscellaneous 6 135,665 .5 100.0 27,401 37,958 34,070 36,233 
1 For definition of wages, see table 2, footnote 1. 
2 Includes major industry group 34 (transportation equipment, except 

automobi le) . 
3 Repor ted b y N e w York o n l y ; exc luded from coverage in o t h e r S t a t e s . 

4 R e p o r t e d b y Wiscons in o n l y ; exc luded from coverage in o t h e r S t a t e s . 
5 Less t h a n 0.05 p e r c e n t . 
6 I n c l u d e s a g r i c u l t u r e , fores t ry , f ishery, a n d e s t a b l i s h m e n t s n o t e l sewhere classified. 



tuated widely during the year. From a low of 
733,000 in February it rose 52.7 percent to a peak 
of 1.1 million in August , thereafter declining 27.5 
percent to 811,000 by the end of December, but 
still 8.9 percent more than in the first month of 
the year. 

Only in the industry group of finance, insurance, 
and real estate did the number of covered workers 
remain virtually s teady throughout 1939. This 
group was also the only one with fewer employees 
at the end of the year than at the beginning; the 
decline—less than 1 percent—occurred in the last 
2 months of the year. 

Covered employment in the service industries, 
of which personal service is the largest, rose 
gradually from January to June, then declined 
slightly before attaining a point in September 7.3 
percent above January. Thereafter, it declined 
by the end of December to a total only 2.2 percent 
above the January figure. 

Industrial trends in quarterly wages in covered 
employment generally followed the same patterns, 
with the exception of the finance, insurance, and 
real estate group. In this group, wages declined 
more than $10 million from the first to the second 
quarter, and an almost equal drop took place 
between the second and third quarters, although 
no comparable decrease occurred in the number of 
workers employed. However, if the data for New 
York, which reported only taxable wages, were 
omitted, the trend throughout the year would have 
shown a s teady increase, from $298 million in the 
first quarter to $338 million in the fourth. Ex
clusion by N e w York of wages for an individual 
worker in excess of $3,000 a year from any single 
employer tends to understate increasingly the 
amount of wages paid during the last 3 quarters 
of the year. 

State Industrial Patterns 
The data also reflect the high concentration of 

industry in certain sections of the country. New 
York and Pennsylvania each reported average 
monthly employment of more than a million 
workers in manufacturing and with 5 other large 
industrial States—Ill inois , Massachusetts, Michi
gan, N e w Jersey, and Ohio—accounted for almost 
57 percent of all covered employment in manufac
turing. This distribution corresponds to that 
which was obtained by the 1939 census of manu
factures. 

N e w York and Pennsylvania also led in the 
number of covered workers engaged in trade; 
combined with California and Illinois they con
tained more than 39 percent of all covered workers 
in this industry. These same four States also 
included 47 percent of all covered service workers, 
California ranking second because of its motion 
picture industry. 

Workers in transportation, communication, and 
other public utilities were similarly concentrated. 
Slightly more than half of the covered workers in 
this group were employed in New York, Illinois, 
Pennsylvania, California, Texas, and Ohio. Even 
less dispersion appealed in finance, insurance, and 
real estate; because of the paramount position of 
New York City's financial institutions, New York 
State alone accounted for 31 percent of the average 
monthly employment—more than the combined 
total for Pennsylvania, California, and Illinois, 
which had the next largest numbers. Pennsyl
vania and West Virginia, centers of the coal
mining industry, accounted for 30 percent of total 
average monthly employment in mining. Con
struction workers, however, were less heavily con
centrated, although New York and Pennsylvania 
again predominated. 


