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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I am here to talk to you this morning about the National Archives' Archival Research Catalog or ARC for short.



Before I get started, how many of you have been to the NARA web site and used ARC?



Today I am going to give you a little background on what ARC is and show you how to search within ARC for records that may be of use to you in your research.  



Before I continue, please stop me if I use a term you haven't heard before. It is my experience that archivists have a jargon all our own and we sometimes forget that most people aren't familiar with most of our terms.
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About the Archival Research Catalog (ARC)



 

The Archival Research Catalog  or ARC is 
the online catalog of NARA's nationwide 
holdings in the Washington, DC area, 
Regional Archives and Presidential 
Libraries. 



 

ARC is a work in progress. Currently over 
half of our records are described in ARC.  
More descriptions are added regularly.



 

ARC allows you to search for records in 
all NARA facilities across the country. 
ARC contains descriptions of NARA 
records.



 

ARC is a catalog.  It is not a database of 
records like AAD or Ancestry.com.

Illustrated family record (Fraktur) found in Revolutionary War 
Pension and Bounty-Land-Warrant Application File W26223, 
for David Lockwood, Connecticut., ca. 1800 - ca. 1900 (ARC 
Identifier 300182 ).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Archival Research Catalog  or ARC is the online catalog of NARA's nationwide holdings in the Washington, DC area, Regional Archives and Presidential Libraries.  



It is currently a work in progress with NARA staff nationwide preparing descriptions of our records a regular basis.  
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ARC Main Page: 
www.archives.gov/research/arc/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This brings you to the main ARC page.  From here you can read basic and advanced search tips, FAQs, get help with technical problems, and of course search.



Click on Yellow search button



http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/index.html
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ARC Basic Search Screen

Keywords: Raleigh naturalization
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ARC Brief Results
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ARC Full Description
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Advanced Search Features


 

Keyword Options:



 

All of the words



 

Exact phrase



 

At least one of the words



 

Without the words



 

Title only



 

Description Identifier Search



 

Type of Archival Materials



 

Location of Archival Materials



 

Level of Description



 

Date Options



 

Date range



 

Descriptions created or 
updated since

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Keyword Philadelphia and Immigration
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Search Within Feature
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Search Within Continued…
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Search Within Continued… 
and Highlighted Search Terms
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My List Feature


 

Save descriptions 
individually or as a group 
to My List



 

Save up to 2,000 
descriptions to My List



 

ARC will save your My 
List for your entire search 
session or up to 30 
minutes of inactivity



 

When you leave ARC, 
My List is cleared
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Email Feature



 

Email individual 
descriptions



 

Email all descriptions in 
My List



 

Send email to up to five 
valid email address



 

Use links in email to 
return to full details in 
ARC
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Digitized Records



 

ARC contains 
approximately 
150,000 digitized 
records.



 

ARC also contains 
links to digitized 
records on our 
partner’s web sites.

Letter from Linda Kelly, Sherry Bane, and Mickie Mattson to 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower Regarding Elvis Presley (ARC 
Identifier 594359)
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Glossary and Help



 

Glossary defines the 
labels and archival 
terminology used in 
ARC



 

Roll-over definitions 
appear when you hover 
your mouse over an 
underlined label, such 
as Inclusive Dates



 

Help features search 
help and navigation 
hints
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Requesting Records
To request copies of records described in ARC or to arrange a visit to review the 
records, contact the NARA office listed under Contact(s).

If provided, cite the Local Identifier when requesting records.

If provided, cite the Master Location Register Number when requesting records.
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Tips for Searching for an Individual's Name



 

Search on the person's full name in first name-last 
name and then last name-first name order.  Also try 
versions with the middle initial or middle name.  Put the 
search term OR in all caps.  Try quotes to make it an 
“exact phrase” search, for example: 
“Walter Fahey” OR “Fahey, Walter” OR “Walter P. 
Fahey” OR “Walter Paul Fahey”.



 

Search on the surname only. The records might only 
include a first initial or a variant spelling of the first 
name.



 

Search on variant spellings of the surname, for 
example: Luchetti OR Lucetti.



 

Search on variant spellings of the first name, for 
example: “Joseph Maggio” OR “Guiseppe Maggio”.



 

Keep in mind that every description isn’t indexed by 
name and that ARC does not contain descriptions for all 
file units and items that include individuals' names. 
However, the National Archives still might have records 
about your ancestors. Chun Jan Yut at 22 years of age. Photograph from 

Immigration Service form 430, "Application of American- 
born Chinese for Preinvestigation of Status," filed upon 
departure from San Francisco for a trip abroad. (ARC 
Identifier: 296486)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Names in ARC are not Soundexed like they are in ancestry.com and other genealogy databases.
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Use the clues in records you have 
to locate more records . . .
Ask, how might my ancestor have interacted with the Federal government?



 

A drop in income between Censuses


 

Bankruptcy records


 

Occupation


 

Farmers - Records of loans from the Farmers Home Administration


 

Postal workers – Records of the U.S.P.S.


 

A military veteran


 

Service and pension records


 

Records of stays in National Homes for Disabled Soldiers or the 
Philadelphia Naval Asylum



 

Records of rehabilitation and vocational training

Consider what was happening in the world and how it might have impacted 
your ancestors



 

War


 

Military service and pension records


 

Draft records 


 

Records about internees


 

Records about refugees and displaced persons


 

Records about civilian war efforts



 

Western expansion


 

Land records



 

Slaves and Former Slaves


 

Fugitive Slave case files


 

Petitions to Congress


 

Freedmen’s Bureau records

Photograph of a Family with Their Covered Wagon 
During the Great Western Migration, 1866 (ARC 
Identifier 518267)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Think about what you have already learned about your ancestors from your previous research.  You might already have some clues that can point you in the direction of records at the National Archives.  Also, while you are doing research at the National Archives, you might find some information that can lead you to more records that contain even juicier information.



Board of Special Inquiry





http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/

Galleries Include

ARC Genealogy Guide 
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/genealo 
gy/

African American Records

http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/african- 
americans/

Native American Records 
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/native- 
americans/

Immigration and Naturalization 
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/immigra 
tion/

Regional Archives in ARC

http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/regions/

ARC Galleries

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have begun revamping our search hints pages – now called ARC Galleries.  This is the main page for the galleries.  We also have pages with ARC search hints for each region.



[Click on the image to go to the Galleries main page and click on a regional page – New York.]

http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/genealogy/
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/genealogy/
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/african-americans/
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/african-americans/
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/native-americans/
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/native-americans/
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/immigration/
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/immigration/
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/regions/


19

More Information


 

ARC on the Web:


 

http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/


 

ARC Guide for Genealogists and Family 
Historians


 

http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/ 
topics/genealogy.html



 

ARC Galleries


 

http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/ 
topics/



 

ARC Mailbox:


 

arc@nara.gov

Interrogation of Lev Kotz, alias Lebe 
Nissinoff, "Russian Hebrew," by 
federal Immigration Board of Special 
Inquiry, Angel Island Immigration 
Station, 01/04/1916 - 01/05/1916 
(ARC Identifier 296475)

http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/genealogy.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/genealogy.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/topics/
mailto:arc@nara.gov
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