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Response:

Many clauses in the RFP, which were current as of last November, will need to be updated to reflect
changes that will have occurred before award is made. The scheduled date of award is February 15,
2004. Any proposed salaries exceeding the ceiling rate at the time of award will be reduced before
award can be made. Offerors shall list current annual salaries for all personnel.  Offerors are encour-
aged to provide and justify their best estimates of the resources needed to accomplish their proposed
program.  This question may indicate a failure to read the full text of the RFP or to read all portions
within the overall context.

This explanation is provided as guidance to potential offerors and does not supersede any terms of
the solicitation

An offeror asks:  “Would you please help clarify the page limits for proposals to the Pediatric
Ciculatory Support BAA NHLBI-HV-04-01. Page 43 of the solicitation, section b.4 states
“TECHNICAL APPROACH (no more than 36 pages single-spaced),” and the TECHNICAL
APPROACH includes subheadings for A. Personnel, B. Work statement, C. Facilities, equipment
and other resources, and D. Other considerations.   At the bottom of page 44, the section  “PAGE
LIMITS” states that the 36 page limit does not apply to  “...personnel, facilities, equipment and
resource, other considerations...”

Response:

Technical proposal page limits (36 pp.) do not apply to sections A, C, and D of part 4, Technical
Approach, of the technical proposal.

This explanation is provided as guidance to potential offerors and does not supersede any terms of
the solicitation

An offeror asks:  “Travel to attend general scientific meetings is not allowed under this contract (pg
3 of BAA).  Our experience with past NHLBI contracts was that annual meetings of the awardees
were requested by the program office to share information, typically in conjunction with a scientific
meeting.  Are such meetings anticipated by this program, and should these travel costs be included?”

Response:

First, the draft contract (first 29 pages of the BAA) is specifically identified as a draft document that
will need changes to reflect the contract type, organization type, etc.  Offerors are requested to read
the italicized instructions on page 2.  The document is not a contract at this time but will become one
at award when and if accepted by the Contracting Officer.  To this end, offerors are encouraged to
suggest language changes appropriate to the circumstances of their proposals, organizational type,
etc.

Second, offerors are requested to propose the resources needed to accomplish the statement of work
as contained in their proposals.  Note that draft Article B.4. provides a location for listing authoriza-
tions required by other terms of the contract.

Third, the Contracting Officer who constructed the solicitation erroneously failed to include advice
for anticipated travel costs, included below as an amendment of the solicitation.

This explanation is provided as guidance to potential offerors and does not supersede any terms of
the solicitation, but see below.

The solicitation IS amended as follows:

The following information is added to the solicitation:  The Principal Investigator and at least one
co-investigator shall attend an annual contractors’ meeting with the NHLBI Project Officer.  For
proposal preparation purposes, the location of this meeting shall be presumed to be Bethesda MD.


