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Offers must acknowledge receipt of this amendment prior to the hour and date specified in the solicitation or as amended, by one of the following methods:
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The following inquiry has been received: “My company . . . is interested in submitting a proposal in response to the
Pediatric Support System RFP. We are prepared to be competitive with larger and more established companies. . . .  My
concern is that [my firm] with its [short] history will not be perceived as a ‘player’ in this field.”  See next page for official
response.
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The following response applies:

Section M—Evaluation Factors for Award (pages 47-48) states what the evaluation criteria are for
all proposals. We are looking for responsible offerors whose proposals provide the best value to the
Government.

The majority of the review criteria (85% of the total points possible) deal with the theoretical areas
of the proposal: concept and theory, innovation, Research/Design/Development & Manufacturing,
and Plan for Testing and Evaluation.

The remaining 15% of possible points deals with the areas of expertise and commitment, facilities,
and resources to accomplish the goals. 

None of the evaluation criteria exclude any companies on the basis of longevity or size. The final
selection will depend on scientific merit, the proposed cost in relation to availability of funds, and
the program balance within the NHLBI at the time of award.

All interested parties are encouraged to submit proposals.

This explanation is provided as guidance to potential offerors and does not supersede any terms of
the solicitation.


