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RESOLUTION REGARDING SENATOR COBURN’S AMENDMENT TO LIMIT 
SPENDING ON GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED CONFERENCES AND TRAVEL 

June 7, 2012 
 
 

WHEREAS, an amendment offered by Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK) proposes a model of  
reform by scaling back, and making more transparent, spending on government-sponsored 
conferences by establishing attendance limitations on conferences, capping the amount that can 
be spent on a single conference, capping Agency travel, and requiring all conference expenses to 
be published online1; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG) notes that the United States Senate 
agreed to the Coburn amendment by a voice vote. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board concurs with the spirit and principles of the 
amendment and agrees to institute further efforts to ensure transparency and accountability of 
spending on Agency-related conferences consistent with the Administration’s guidance.  On the 
matter of travel, the Board concurs with the spirit and principles of the amendment and agrees to 
consider their practical application for United States international broadcasting. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board requests the Governance Committee consider in 
detail the Coburn amendment and develop a broader and more transparent agency policy on 
attendance at government-sponsored conferences and travel for consideration by the Board at its 
July 2012 meeting. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                      
1 Senator Coburn’s press release, “Senate Votes to Limit Lavish Spending on Government Conferences.” April 24, 
2012. 
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