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a significant problem."* The National

® Past year illicit drug use rates among Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH) asks
young adults aged 18 to 22 were persons aged 12 or older to report their use of
similar for full-time college students illicit drugs during the past year. NSDUH
(87.5 percent), part-time students defines any illicit drug as marijuana/hashish,
(38.5 percent), and nonstudents cocaine (including crack), inhalants,
(38.4 percent) hallucinogens, heroin, or prescription-type drugs

used nonmedically.’

¢ Among males, the rate of past year NSDUH also asks young adults aged 18 to
illicit drug use was lower for full-time

students than nonstudents (40.0 vs.
43.0 percent), but among females,
the rate was higher for full-time
students than nonstudents (35.3 vs.
33.1 percent)

22 about college attendance. For this analysis,
respondents were classified as college students 1if
they reported that they were in their first
through fourth year at a college or university
and that they were either full- or part-time
students. Respondents were classified as

® Full-time students were less likely nonstudents if their current enrollment status

than nonstudents to be past year
users of cocaine (6.3 vs. 8.2 percent),

was known and they were not classified as a full-
or part-time college student. Respondents who

crack cocaine (0.4 vs. 1.4 percent), were on break were considered enrolled if they
pain relievers (used nonmedically) intended to return to college or university when
(11.6 vs. 13.9 percent), and metham- the break ended. Respondents whose current
phetamine (0.8 vs. 2.6 percent) college enrollment status was unknown were

excluded from the analysis. This report
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Figure 2. lllicit Drug Use among Persons Aged 18 to
22, by College Enroliment Status and Gender: 2002,
2003, and 2004

Figure 1. Percentages of Persons Aged 18 to 22, by
College Enroliment Status and Age: 2002, 2003, and
2004
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compares the rates of past year illicit drug use among college
students and nonstudents aged 18 to 22 using annual averages
based on combined 2002, 2003, and 2004 NSDUH data.*
Comparisons also were made according to whether young
adults resided with a parent or other relative versus in other
living arrangements.’

Demographic Characteristics

Among the estimated 18.4 million young adults aged 18 to 22
in 2002, 2003, and 2004 for whom college enrollment was
known, 7.9 million (42.8 percent) were classified as full-time
college students, 1.4 million (7.6 percent) as part-time college
students, and 9.1 million (49.6 percent) as nonstudents.

Full- and part-time students aged 18 to 22 were more
likely to be female (53.5 and 53.8 percent, respectively) than
male (46.5 and 46.2 percent, respectively), but nonstudents in
that age range were more likely to be male than female (53.4
vs. 46.6 percent). Among persons aged 18 to 22, full-time
students included more younger individuals than did the non-
student group. Persons 18 or 19 years of age accounted for
43.1 percent of full-time students compared with 29.9
percent of nonstudents and 34.1 percent of part-time
students (Figure 1).

Past Year lllicit Drug Use

Rates of past year illicit drug use were similar among persons
aged 18 to 22 who were full-time college students (37.5
percent), part-time college students (38.5 percent), or
nonstudents (38.4 percent). Males were more likely than
females to use illicit drugs in the past year, regardless of

enrollment status (Figure 2). Among males, the rate of past
year illicit drug use was lower for full-time students than
nonstudents (40.0 vs. 43.0 percent), but among females, the
rate was higher for full-time students than nonstudents (35.3
vs. 33.1 percent). Among persons aged 18 or 19, full-time
students were less likely than nonstudents to have used illicit
drugs during the past year (37.9 vs. 43.3 percent). Among 20
to 22 year olds, the rates of past year illicit drug use were
similar for full-time students, part-time students, and
nonstudents.

Living Arrangements

Among young adults aged 18 to 22 who lived with a parent or
other relative, the rate of past year illicit drug use was lower
for full-time students (34.1 percent) and part-time students
(36.9 percent) than for nonstudents (40.3 percent) (Figure 3).
Among young adults with other living arrangements,
however, the rate of past year drug use was higher for full-
time students (41.7 percent) and part-time students (42.2
percent) than for nonstudents (35.8 percent).

lllicit Drugs Used

Rates of past year marijuana use were similar among full-time
students, part-time students, and nonstudents (Table 1). Full-
time students were more likely than nonstudents to have used
inhalants (2.9 vs. 2.3 percent) in the past year. Both full-time
students (0.4 percent) and part-time students (0.6 percent)
were less likely than nonstudents (1.4 percent) to have used
crack cocaine in the past year. Full-time students were less
likely than either part-time students or nonstudents to have
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Table 1. Percentages of Persons Aged 18 to 22
Reporting Past Year lllicit Drug Use, by College
Enroliment Status and lllicit Drug Used: 2002, 2003,

Figure 3. Past Year lllicit Drug Use among Persons
Aged 18 to 22, by College Enroliment Status and
Living Arrangement: 2002, 2003, and 2004

and 2004
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used prescription pain relievers nonmedically (11.6 vs. 13.4 children. Respondents not reporting any of the living arrangements above

. . . were excluded from the analysis by this variable.
and 13.9 percent, respectively) during the past year. Full-time el

students (8.1 percent) and nonstudents (8.3 percent) were less
likely than part-time students (10.4 percent) to have used Figure and Table Note
hallucinogens during the past year. Rates of past year
stimulant use were higher among full-time students (4.5
percent) than part-time students (3.4 percent). Nonstudents
: : The National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH) is an annual survey sponsored by the

(2.6 percent) were more likely than full-time students (0.8 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). Prior to 2002, this
percent) and part_time students (1 5 percent) to have used survey was called the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse (NHSDA). The 2002 data are

h h . in th d . d based on information obtained from 68,126 persons aged 12 or older, including 14,927 persons
met amp etamine n the PaSt year, an Part‘tlme students aged 1810 22, of whom 5,717 were full-time college students, 967 were part-time college

were more hkely to have done o) than full_time students. students, 6,724 were nonstudents, and 1,519 were of unknown college status. The 2003 data are
based on information obtained from 67,784 persons aged 12 or older, including 14,416 persons

aged 18to0 22, of whom 5,656 were full-time college students, 926 were part-time college
students, 6,422 were nonstudents, and 1,412 were of unknown college status. The 2004 data are

Source: SAMHSA, 2002, 2003, and 2004 NSDUH.
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