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Older Adult Substance Abuse Treatment Admissions
Have Increased; Number of Special Treatment
Programs for This Population Has Decreased

By 2020, the number of adults aged 50 or older needing substance abuse treatment is expected to double from
2.8 million (2002 to 2006 annual average) to 5.7 million.! Experts recommend that older adults with substance
abuse problems receive services that are age specific and address the unique physical, psychological, social, and

vocational changes that may occur

at this life stage.? According to Substance Abuse Treatment Admissions among Individuals Aged 50 and
the Treatment Episode Data Set Older and Facilities Offering Special Programs or Groups for Seniors or
(TEDS) substance abuse treatment Older Adults, by Year: TEDS and N-SSATS, 2004 to 2009
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Source: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 2004-2009 National Surveys of Substance Abuse Treatment Services (N-SSATS).
N-SSATS is an annual survey of all substance abuse treatment facilities in the United States, both public and private, that are known to SAMHSA. Information and data
for this report are based on data reported to N-SSATS for the survey references dates of March 31, 2004-2006, March 30, 2007, and March 31, 2008—-2009. For more
information on the N-SSATS see http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/09nssats/nssats2k9web.pdf.

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) Treatment Episode Data Set (TEDS), 2004 to 2009, based on data received through November
3, 2010. TEDS is a compilation of data on the demographic characteristics and substance abuse problems of those admitted for substance abuse treatment in the United

States, primarily at facilities that receive public funding. For more information on TEDS, see http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/teds09/teds2k9nweb.pdf. e—
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N-SSATS and TEDS are both components of the Drug and Alcohol Services Information System (DASIS), an integrated data system maintained by & p/
the Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, SAMHSA. ;3 :
The Data Spotlight may be copied without permission. Citation of the source is appreciated. Find this report and those on similar topics online at Jﬁ«%w
http://www.samhsa.gov/data/. “viga
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