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A Message from Assistant Secretary Andrew J. Shapiro

Welcome to the 10 edition of 7o Walk The Earth In Safety. Our annual report details the United States’ Conventional
Weapons Destruction (CWD) Program, a collaborative effort by the Department of State, Department of Defense, United
States Agency for International Development, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of the Department of
Health and Human Services. These agencies strive to help countries recover from conflict and create safe, secure environments
to rebuild infrastructure, return displaced citizens to their homes and livelihoods, and establish situations conducive to

stability, nonviolence, and democracy.

From its initial focus on landmines dating back to 1993,
the CWD program has expanded to encompass remediation
of all explosive remnants of war, as well as the destruction of
excess, loosely secured, or otherwise at-risk small arms and light
weapons (SA/LW), including man-portable air-defense systems
(MANPADS) and munitions. These programs leverage our long-
standing involvement and experience in humanitarian mine
action to provide additional assistance to countries recovering
from conflict, as well as those struggling to control unstable and
unsecure munitions that could spark a new humanitarian crisis, or
in the case of MANPADS, can endanger global aviation if these
potent weapons fall into the wrong hands.

Assistant Secretary Shapiro (center) talking with community leaders

in Now Zad, Afghanistan. The United States is proud of its leadership in this area. We
Photo courtesy of U.S. Department of State, Embassy Kabul. i ) K : K
continue to be the world’s leading donor to CWD, including hu-
manitarian mine action. In Fiscal Year 2010, the Department of State provided $161.5 million in CWD assistance to 43
countries, which contributed to the extraordinary plummet in annual landmine casualties. Since the inception of the U.S.
Humanitarian Mine Action Program, we have contributed more than $1.9 billion in CWD assistance to 81 countries, help-
ing several of them become free from the humanitarian impact of landmines in the process. We are proud to have played a
part in Central America’s 2010 declaration that it has become mine-impact free, the first region in the world to do so. Our
Quick Reaction Force also assisted with clearing abandoned and unexploded munitions left over from World War II in To-

rokina, Papua New Guinea, thereby returning the land to Torokina residents in 2010.

This work is not done in a vacuum. Extensive efforts to partner with other donor nations, international organiza-
tions, and affected states are a hallmark of our CWD Program. The United States also engages in multilateral fora to enact
stricter controls on conventional SA/LW, MANPADS, and munitions. This year, the United States has joined with Australia,
Canada, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom to form a new initiative aimed at countering the illicit proliferation of
MANPADS. In addition to diplomatic engagements, the Department of State reaches out to civil society, both at home and
abroad, to raise the profile of these important issues and encourage grassroots involvement in hastening an end to these chal-
lenges. Our strong Public-Private Partnership Program enables us to extend our reach and enables dedicated individuals to
play a role in improving the lives of their fellow global citizens.

Thanks to support from the U.S. Congress and American taxpayers, we are sustaining American leadership and values in
forging ahead with diplomacy and development to help everyone walk the Earth in safety.

Andrew ]. Shapiro,

Assistant Secretary

U.S. Department of State

Bureau of Political-Military Affairs

Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement
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Explosive remnants of war (ERW), at-
risk small arms and light weapons (SA/LW),
including man-portable air-defense systems
(MANPADS),
conventional munitions pose both a national

and unsecure or unstable
security threat and a humanitarian threat. The
Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement
in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) addresses
these hazards comprehensively through its
Conventional Weapons Destruction Program.

Man-portable airdefense systems in Montenegro.
Photo courtesy of Dave Diaz, PM/VWRA, U.S. Dept. of State.

Threats

Unexploded landmines, ERW, weapons
caches, and makeshift stockpiles of weapons
and ammunition litter post-conflict
battlefields and communities around the
world. Improvised explosive devices (IEDs)
are easily created from stockpiles and used by
insurgents against national government and
coalition forces in active war zones such as Iraq
and Afghanistan. As innocent civilians return
to post-conflict zones to live and work, these
items pose a grave threat. Population growth
and urban expansion in the developing world
place civilians closer to weapons- storage
facilities that were once far outside of city
limits. Disasters result from accidents in these
situations—more than 100 people were killed
and more than 600 were injured as a result
of depot explosions in Gérdec, Albania and

Maputo, Mozambique. Funding, training, and
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flexibility are vital for national governments,
agencies, and domestic and international
organizations to mitigate these threats.

While PM/WRA has traditionally ad-
dressed all of these issues, we realize that the
lines between ERW, IEDs, at-risk weapons, and
munitions have become blurred over time. For
this reason, our programs and funding merged
into a more comprehensive approach called
Conventional Weapons Destruction (CWD).
CWD groups the funding of programs for the
clearance of landmines, unexploded ordnance
(UXO0), and ERW, the destruction and demili-
tarization efforts for SA/LW, MANPADS, and
conventional munitions, as well as efforts
to increase physical security and stockpile
management (PSSM). This combined CWD
approach ensures that all of these items will
be handled at the same time to reduce the
humanitarian and national security risks. By
consolidating these separate programs into
one, we offer ease and flexibility of funding
and allow program implementers to address
multiple threats simultaneously.

History of Funding

Formally established in 1993, the inter-
agency U.S. Humanitarian Mine Action (HMA)
Program is the largest and one of the world’s
longest standing such programs. PM/WRA,
acting on behalf of the Department of State,
partners in this effort with the U.S. Department
of Defense (DOD), the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID), and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC). Through this interagency effort, the
United States remains the world’s top donor
to HMA, contributing tens of millions of dollars
annually to destroy landmines, the majority of
which have been manufactured and employed
by other countries and foreign combatants.
The HMA program operates worldwide to clear
landmines and ERW, further develop mine-
clearance technology, train deminers in affect-
ed countries, provide mine-risk education, and
support survivors’ assistance.

THE UNITED STATES

Pillars of Support

The three major pillars of the HMA pro-
gram are (1) mine detection and clearance, (2)
mine-risk education, and (3) survivor assis-
tance. Mine detection and clearance includes
the systematic process of identifying hazard-
ous areas through Landmine Impact Survey
(@ community-based national survey that
measures the impact of the landmine prob-
lem), reducing those areas through Technical
Survey (a detailed study that confirms the ex-
tent of the ERW problem), and then clearing
the known contamination. Mine- and ERW-
risk education teaches local citizens how to
recognize landmines and ERW; and instructs
them to contact demining authorities with the
presence of hazards in order to reduce casual-
ties. Survivor assistance provides medical and
rehabilitative services, as well as reintegration
and support services, for both the victims and
their families.

U.S. Agency Support

According to international law, during
conflict the location and type of landmines
laid must be recorded for the removal at the
conflict’s end. The humanitarian demining
partnership between the Department of State
and DOD bridges an important gap caused by
U.S. law prohibiting U.S. forces from clearing
mines except as part of military operations.
DOD is able to train host-nation forces to build
capacity and carry out demining operations
in a sustainable and cost-effective manner
through the Humanitarian Demining Training
Center. The scope and efficiency of clearance
operations are increased due to new technolo-
gies provided by DOD’s Humanitarian Demin-
ing Research and Development Program.

USAID, through the Leahy War Victims
Fund and the Bureau for Democracy, Conflict,
and Humanitarian Assistance, works to im-
prove the mobility, health, and social integra-
tion of the disabled, including landmine sur-
vivors. The CDC’s International Emergency
and Refugee Health Branch provides technical

g
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and financial support to nongovernmental organizations and United
Nations agencies for public-health projects and activities related to
surveillance for ERW-related injuries, mine-risk education, and sur-
vivor assistance.

Dealing with Threats

The United States is also the global leader in fighting the illicit traf-
ficking of SA/LW and conventional munitions. Many countries have
stockpiles of aging, often unstable, weapons and munitions dating
back to the Cold War (or even earlier) that are no longer needed for
their national security. Not only do these stockpiles and weapons pose
a major public-safety hazard in populated areas, but they also create
an environmental threat. In addition, since they are also often poorly
secured, these weapons and munitions are easy targets for terrorists,
criminals, and insurgent groups. PM/WRA helps develop and imple-
ment U.S. policies regarding these threats and executes programs to
destroy excess and surplus weapons and munitions as well as to se-
cure those items identified as required for national security.

Small Arms and Light Weapons. The U.S. works to enhance
global and national mechanisms for controlling weapons by assisting
states in improving their export-control practices, providing physi-
cal security and stockpile management (PSSM) for at-risk arms and
munitions depots, and destroying excess weapons around the world.
These efforts include supporting initiatives of the United Nations and
other international and regional organizations to address illicit trans-
national arms transfers through the marking and tracing of SA/LW
and strengthening controls on arms brokers. If a nation requests as-
sistance, PM/WRA and the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA)
work closely with the host nation to offer technical assistance on PSSM
issues, develop and execute cost-effective projects that meet the needs
of the requesting government, and promote regional security. These
efforts have resulted in the destruction of more than 1.3 million at-risk
weapons and 50,000 tons of unstable and unsecure ammunition.

Man-portable Air-defense Systems. MANPADS (also referred to
as shoulder-fired, surface-to-air missiles) are weapons that are small,
light, and easy to transport and conceal. Assessments of total global
MANPADS production to date exceed one million, with thousands be-
lieved to be outside of government control. The Department of State
estimates that since the 1970s, MANPADS were employed against
more than 40 civilian aircraft, resulting in at least 28 crashes and more
than 800 deaths worldwide. After the November 2002 attempted
shoot-down of a civilian airliner in Kenya with MANPADS, the United
States intensified its already considerable efforts to keep these weap-
ons from falling into the wrong hands.

Countering the proliferation of MANPADS is an overriding U.S. na-
tional security priority. At the direction of the White House, a MANPADS
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interagency task force was created in 2007 that coordinates the ef-
forts of the Department of State, Department of Defense, Department
of Homeland Security, and other federal agencies and organizations.
Within the Department of State, PM/WRA and the Bureau for Interna-
tional Security and Nonproliferation collaborate to reduce the threat
of illicit expansion of MANPADS. The DOD provides expertise to other
countries on the proper management and control of MANPADS through
DTRA, and enforces stringent physical security and accountability for
MANPADS in U.S. possession. This concerted, interagency approach has
resulted in the destruction of more than 32,000 MANPADS worldwide
since 2003.

The United States has provided mine-action assistance to more
than 80 countries since 1993, and it continues to provide the most fi-
nancial support for landmine removal, CWD and PSSM projects in the
world—$1.8 billion since the United States Government (USG)HMA
Program began. Often, even after a country has met its “end state” and
has been rendered free from the humanitarian impact of landmines
and UXO, the USG continues to provide limited funds and technical
assistance. Because of the impossibility of clearing every landmine
in every affected country or region, the United States believes that
humanitarian mine action should focus on making the world “mine-
impact free,” or free from the humanitarian impact of landmines, and
the USG continues to work toward a goal to allow everyone “to walk
the Earth in safety.”

Zlatko Cegic, the Swiss Foundation for Mine Action’s (FSD) program manager in
southern Sudan, points to an unexploded cluster submunitions and other explosive
remnants of war at a former military base in Juba, Sudan.

Photo courtesy of John Stevens, PM,/VWRA, U.S. Dept. of State
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Sierra Leone

continent as diverse as it is tumultuous,

Africa houses 15 percent of the world’s

population and is the location of some

of the deadliest wars of the last century. From

. . the jungles of the Congo to the vast deserts in
Democratic Republic of the Congo . . . .9 Jung , g0 o

Northern Africa, the continent covers 11.7

. million square miles. Most of Africa is at peace

Ethiopia

and has abundant natural resources, but past

. . conflicts, slowly improving economies, and

Guinea-Bissau s

lack of livelihoods and accountable government

have resulted in the impoverishment of many.

Millions of citizens have been displaced by

conflict, and thousands every year are injured by

persistent landmines and explosive remnants of

war.

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Mozambican villagers, whose farmland is being cleared of
landmines by The HALO Trust with funding from the Office of
Weapons Removal and Abatement (PM/WRA, come out fo
greet the deminers and an American visitor from PM/VWRA.
Photo courtesy of John Stevens, PM,/VWRA, U.S. Dept. of State.
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AFRICA
- Angola

Beginning with a war for independence from Portugal in the

1960s that was immediately followed by a 27-year civil war, Angola’s
four decades of near-continuous conflict have left the country
contaminated with landmines and explosive remnants of war (ERW)
in all 18 provinces. A Landmine Impact Survey completed in May
2007 confirmed blocked access to agricultural resources, roads, and
drinking water, and indentified mine and ERW contamination that
affects 2.4 million people in 1,968 localities. Consequently, 410,000
returning refugees have faced trouble resettling, humanitarian
assistance has been limited, and the country’s overall economic
recovery has been substantially slowed. Additionally, Angola has
hundreds of thousands of small arms and light weapons (SA/LW) in
civilian hands and even more in unsecured government stockpiles.

From FY1995-FY2010, the Office of Weapons Removal and
Abatement in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Political-
Military Affairs (PM/WRA) invested $79,651,647 in humanitarian
mine-action and SA/LW support and destruction.

InFY2010, PM/WRA spenta total of $10 million on humanitarian
demining programs and SA/LW efforts to clear 1.7 million square
meters of land and 250 kilometers of road as follows:

¢ The HALO Trust (HALO)—$3 million to return 943,944

square meters of land to productive use, reduce the threat on

141 kilometers of roads, and re-survey 98 suspected hazard areas
across four provinces. This resulted in the destruction of 5,155
landmines and 1,670 pieces of unexploded ordnance (UXO).

* MAG (Mines Advisory Group)—$1.7 million to fund 943
explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) spot-clearance tasks and
clear, verify, and return 346,575 square meters of land to
productive use. MAG’s clearance activities directly benefitted
close to 5,000 people.

* Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA)—$1.8 million to fund the re-
turn of 948,809 square meters of land to productive use, re-
duce or cancel 163 suspected hazardous areas, and complete
82 EOD spot tasks. This resulted in the destruction of 216
landmines and 1,511 pieces of UXO.

¢ HALO—$1 million for three weapons and ammunition de-
struction teams that destroyed 18,000 weapons and 46 tons
of ammunition.

e HALO, MAG, and NPA—a total of $2.5 million to replace
worn-out mechanical demining assets, vehicles, detectors and
other durable demining equipment, which will allow each imple-
menter to maintain current clearance levels for the next few years
despite substantial annual increases in operating costs.

Also in FY2010, the U.S. Department of Defense’s Humanitarian

Demining Research and Development (HD R&D) Program in part-
nership with HALO, continued a technology evaluation of the Rotary

An Angolan woman walks through a HALO-cleared minefield carrying water and her belongings. On both sides of the path, whitetipped sticks mark where HALO found

and desfroyed anti-tank mines.
Photo courtesy of The HALO Trust.
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Mine Comb (RMC). The RMC’s intermesh-
ing tines gently extricate large buried objects,
including anti-tank mines, from the soil and
push them to the side of the host vehicle’s path.
HALO has reported positive clearance results
with the RMC in sandy soil, clearing 29 ki-
lometers of road since 2008. With total assis-
tance in Angola valued at $850,000, the HD
R&D Program also continued the evaluation
of a JCB Loadall, a versatile tractor with a tele-
scopic boom. To learn more about HD R&D,

visit www.humanitarian-demining.org.

-
paa Burundi

In 2005,

agreement that put an official end to three

Burundi signed a peace
decades of civil war and transitioned the
country into a newly-established democracy.
Despite this progress, however, explosive
remnants of war, poor weapons stockpile
management, and widespread small arms
and light weapons (SA/LW) distribution
among the civilian population leave Burundi’s
security conditions extremely fragile.

From FY2006-FY2010, the Office
of Weapons Removal and Abatement in
the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau
of Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA)
$1,793,925  for
education and SA/LW support, including

provided mine-risk
explosive ordnance disposal training, weapons
stockpile security, and the destruction of man-
portable air-defense systems (MANPADS).
As of 2008, these funds contributed to the
destruction of 2,199 weapons, 4.48 tons
of ammunition and 312 MANPADS. In

In Mbanda near Macamba, south of Burundi, a
member of the National Council for the Defense of
Democracy—Forces for the Defense of Democracy
surrenders his weapons fo the U.N. registration desk.
Photo courtesy of U.N./Martine Perret.

2009 and 2010, PM/WRA supported the
construction of 26 Burundian Police micro-
armories. These micro-armories allow the
police to have a police post from which
to operate, safely and securely store their
weapons, and contribute to the overall security

in Burundi’s captial city of Bujumbura.

*
Democratic
Republic of the Congo

Mwanga Site in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, where a young woman was injured by a
landmine and lost part of her legs and her sixmonth-
old child in 2006.

Photo courtesy of U.N./Martine Perret.

The Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) went through several overlapping
armed conflicts between 1996 and 2003,
causing an estimated three million deaths
and contaminating the country with large
amounts of landmines and small arms and
light weapons. Though treaties and weapons-
collection programs have placed most of
these weapons in government stockpiles, the
stockpiles are often unsafe and poorly secured.
Consequently, the local populations are at
continual risk of injuries and deaths from
these weapons.

From FY2006-FY2010, the Office
of Weapons Removal and Abatement in
the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) invested
$5,082,687 in the implementation of a

weapons survey, weapons destruction, and

the development of Stockpile: A Documentary
Survey of Mines and Weapons Stores in
Democratic  Republic  of Congo. Between
October 2006 and January 2011 alone,
this investment led to the destruction of
110,829 weapons, 745 tons of ammunition,
293 cluster munitions, 12 man-portable air-
defense systems (MANPADS), 245 anti-tank
mines, and 2,007 anti-personnel mines.

In FY2010, PM/WRA granted $841,000
to MAG (Mines Advisory Group) for the
continuation of a multi-year conventional
weapons-destruction  project including the
improvement of proper storage security and
management, the development of safe conven-
tional weapons-destruction techniques, and
the destruction of more than 10,000 weapons
and 100 tons of ammunition.

Additionally, in September 2009, DRC re-
quested U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM)
to provide assistance for re-establishing a
mine-action company in Kisangani. Two
AFRICOM missions were conducted in 2009
to establish a baseline and evaluate ability and
knowledge, and in 2010, six additional mis-
sions were completed. AFRICOM also pro-
vided equipment valued at $125,000 over
two years to establish the start-up of FARDC
Engineer Company, providing the company
with training aids and tools for a demining,
explosive ordnance disposal, and explosive

remnants of war course.

Ethiopia

Internal and international armed conflicts
dating as far back as 1935 resulted in Ethiopia
being contaminated by mines and explosive
remnants of war (ERW). It is also affected
by the proliferation of small arms and light
weapons (SA/LW) in the region.

In FY2010, the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Developments Leahy War Victims
Fund provided $2 million for program imple-
mentation to the International Committee of
the Red Cross to support 28 rehabilitation
centers working with victims of landmines
and ERW and other persons with disabilities

in 15 countries.
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AFRICA

E Guinea-Bissau

Guinea-Bissau’s legacy of landmine and explosive remnants of war
(ERW) contamination is the result of three distinct armed conflicts
stemming back to 1963. Though significant demining has already
been completed, Though significant demining has already been com-
pleted, the Landmine Monitor Report stated that as of the end of April
2010, there were nine known mined areas remaining with an esti-
mated total size of 1.266 square kilometers. Consequently, lack of ac-
cess to conflict-affected communities has left much of the local popu-
lation at risk. It has also impeded rehabilitation projects, prevented
subsistence farming, and reduced cash-crop harvesting.

From FY1999-FY2009, the Office of Weapons Removal and
Abatement in the Department of State’s Bureau of Political-Military
Affairs (PM/WRA) provided $3,526,616 for mine/unexploded ord-
nance (UXO) clearance, survey, and destruction of government stock-
piles, including the clearance of more than one million square meters
of land, the removal of all mines from the capital city of Bissau, and
the clearance of multiple rural, contaminated areas. PM/WRA also
provided explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) and demining train-
ing to the nongovernmental organization HUMAID. Additionally,
the United States’ Department of Defense donated $1,374,000 in
FY2006 and FY2007 for the training of HUMAID EOD operators

and field testing of the MAXX demining system. In 2008 alone, this
training helped HUMAID clear more than 500,000 square meters,
destroy 5,759 pieces of UXO, 325 anti-personnel mines, and 53 anti-
tank mines.

In FY2010, PM/WRA granted $1million as follows:

e Cleared Ground—$318,000 for the continued destruction
of military stockpiles and a roving EOD team to clear ERW
around the country. In addition, Cleared Ground operates a
UXO hotline, which allows Cleared Ground to respond to
individuals reporting mine, UXO, and ERW threats in their
community.

¢ HUMAID—$682,000 for the continued mine/UXO clear-
ance of affected communities in Guinea-Bissau, including the

clearance of approximately 700,000 square meters of land.

E Kenya

Kenya is severely affected by the widespread availability of small
arms and light weapons (SA/LW), exacerbating attempts at addressing
regional conflict. To help support Kenya and its neighboring countries,
the Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement in the U.S. Department
of State’s Bureau of Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) funds the
Regional Centre on Small Arms (RECSA) in the Great Lakes Region

This French FAMAS assault rifle is one of many excess and deteriorating small arms, light weapons, and munitions that Cleared Ground Demining is helping Guinea-Bissau's
military destroy with the PM/VWRA support. All of the items in the background are slated for destruction as well, and the metal will be recycled.

Photo courtesy of John Stevens, PM,/WRA, U.S. Dept. of State.
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and the Horn of Africa and has provided
a total of $1,810,787 to RESCA since
FY2006. This money has allowed for SA/LW
destruction activities and workshops on man-
portable air-defense systems (MANPADS),
arms brokering, stockpile security, and
capacity building. In addition, PM/WRA has
funded the purchase of 26 SA/LW marking
machines.

In FY2010, PM/WRA granted $269,000
to RECSA for the delivery of marking ma-
chine components and safety equipment and
associated training on SA/LW marking, fact-
finding missions to identify SA/LW stock-
piles ready for destruction, and institutional
strengthening and staff capacity building.

Also in FY2010, U.S. African Command
(AFRICOM) continued an engagement with
the Humanitarian Peace Support School in
Nairobi, Kenya (formerly the International
Mine Action Training Centre) to provide
explosive ordnance disposal (EOD)/explo-
sive remnants of war (ERW) instructors and
EOD/ERW capacity building activities, a
value of $45,000.

Mauritania

Mauritania’s landmine and explosive rem-
nants of war (ERW) contamination stems
from conflict over the disputed territory
within Western Sahara in the late 1970s. In
particular, the northern regions of Adrar, Da-
khlet Nouadhibou, and Tiris Zemmour cover
an area of 310,000 square kilometers. Ad-
ditionally, there are 65 suspected hazardous
areas affecting 60 communities containing
anti-vehicle mines, ERW, and cluster muni-
tions remnants. Contamination throughout
Mauritania is slowing or preventing social
and economic growth in many areas, block-
ing access to pastures, community resources,
and occasionally killing livestock.

In FY2010, the Office of Weapons Re-
moval and Abatement in the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Bureau of Political-Military
Affairs  (PM/WRA) partnered with the
NATO Partnership for Peace/Mediterranean

Dialogue Trust Fund Project in Mauritania.

U.S. Department of State’s Office of
Weapons Removal and Abatement

The Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement in the U.S. Department of State’s
Bureau of Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) was founded in October 2003 to
develop, implement, and monitor efforts that contribute to post-conflict recovery by
eliminating humanitarian risks from conventional weapons. PM/WRA works within
alocal, regional, and international context to promote peace, stability, and prosperity
by mitigating the negative effects created by the proliferation of conventional
weapons of war. Furthermore, PM/WRA works to remove and destroy weapons that
continue to pose hazards in post-conflict environments.

There are three pillars of PM/WRA’s mission: curb the illicit trafficking and
indiscriminate use of conventional weapons of war that contribute to internal
instability; pursue such weapons and help the clean-up efforts that occur in
post-conflict settings; and engage civil society to expand support for U.S. efforts
abroad. Landmines, unexploded ordnance, man-portable air-defense systems (also
known as MANPADS), and other small arms and light weapons and conventional
munitions are some of the hazards PM/WRA addresses, with the goal of limiting
their humanitarian impact and availability to criminal and terrorist groups.

The office also provides grants for many humanitarian and research
projects. Half of PM/WRA’s humanitarian assistance is provided through
grants to nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), which carry out numerous
initiatives and programs around the world. In addition, through public-private
partnerships, PM/WRA works with close to 60 NGOs, civic groups, educational
institutions, and philanthropic foundations to help make the world safe from the
threat of illicit weapons. Organizations such as the Danish Deming Group, The
HALO Trust, MAG (Mines Advisory Group), and the United Nations Mine Action
Team collaborate with PM/WRA to create a multilateral approach to mine action

and weapons mitigation.

Point of Contact:

Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement
(PM/WRA)

U.S. Department of State

Bureau of Political-Military Affairs

SA-3, Suite 6100

2121 Virginia Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20522

USA

telephone: +1 202 663 0100

fax: +1 202 663 0090 j gg‘,«/

website: www.state.gov/t/pm/wra
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A remote Mauritanian Army munitions-storage point, somewhere in the Sahara. In
conjunction with ltaly and NATO's Maintenance and Supply Agency, PM/WRA is
helping Mauritania to safeguard its arms and munitions.

Photo courtesy of John Stevens, PM,/VWRA, U.S. Dept. of State.

This project helped contribute to the safety and security of the Mauri-
tanian people, enhance the operational efficiency of the Mauritanian
National Army (MNA) with respect to its at-risk stockpiled arms and
munitions, and assisted in the productive social reintegration of MNA
military personnel to civilian life through vocational training. Alto-
gether, PM/WRA spent $1 million for the following:
* The construction of two reference ammunition depots for the
MNA that meet NATO standards
* Enhanced ammunition depot management through training
and education
* Support for the destruction of the MNA’s obsolete and unser-

viceable stockpiled arms and munitions

Mozambique

Mozambique’s extensive landmine and unexploded ordnance
(UXO) problem dates back to the 1960s during the Mozambican War
of Independence and continued following the Mozambican Civil War.
By 1992, when all conflict had stopped, Mozambique emerged as one
of the most severely landmine-affected countries in the world. After
more than 13 years of assistance in clearance operations, however,
the number of hazardous areas has been greatly reduced, and all four
Northern provinces have been cleared.

From FY1997-FY2010, the Office of Weapons Removal and
Abatement in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Political-
Military Affairs (PM/WRA) invested $29,585,335 in training and
equipment, capacity building activities by the Forgas Armadas de De-
Jeésa de Mogambique (Mozambique Armed Defense Force or FADM),
and support of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in clearing
landmines and UXO in more than 50 percent of the country, includ-
ing RONCO Consulting Corporation’s clearance of a major rail line
and The HALO Trust’s (HALO) clearance of Maputo province. In ad-
dition, PM/WRA provided $600,000 to refurbish FADM demining
facilities, the U.S. Department of Defense provided $11,449,000 for
a train-the-trainer demining program with FADM, USAID provided
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$5,533,000 to HALO for resettlement of displaced persons and de-
velopment of a Mozambican NGO for prosthetics and orthotics, and
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention provided $2.1 million
for landmine survivor programs.

In FY2010, the U.S. continued support to Mozambique through
PM/WRA’s grant of $2 million to HALO. The investment was used
to clear 4,581 mines from 527,738 square meters of mine contamina-
tion from major sources of water and infrastructure and return land
to local populations for housing and agricultural use. Mozambique is

working toward becoming mine-impact free by 2014.

Namibia

Namibia was contaminated with explosive remnants of war
(ERW) as a result of its war of independence (1966-1989) and from
ammunition storage facilities located in the north that exploded in
the 1990s. Consequently, clearance continues on an as-needed basis.

In FY2010, U.S. Africa Command sent three explosive ordnance
disposal instructors to conduct an ERW train-the-trainer mission
for 20 Namibian National Police (NAMPOL) Explosive Control
Unit (ECU) instructors. The training, valued at $77,826 includ-
ing $47,000 in donated equipment, entailed 81 hours of classroom
instruction, included 46 live demolition detonations, established a
baseline for future engagement, and provided NAMPOL ECU with

greater capacity and improved equipment.

Senegal

Most of Senegal’s landmine and explosive remnants of war
(ERW) contamination stems from conflicts between the Sengalese
Armed Forces and the separatist Mouvement des Forces Démocra-
tiques de Casamance (MFDC or Movement of Democratic Forces
of Casamance), which have continued to occur sporadically since
1982. Though the two groups signed a peace agreement in 2005,

some wings of the MFDC continue fighting to this day, increasing

Handicap Infernational staff demonstrating full excavation demining in the
Casamance region of Senegal.
Photo courtesy of Emma Smith Atkinson, PM/VWRA, U.S. Dept. of State.



the risk of additional contamination. While
the MFDC has claimed they are not using
landmines, they have not ruled out the pos-
sibility of future use.

In 2005, the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme and Handicap Interna-
tional-France (HI) began a Landmine Impact
Survey of Casamance, revealing 149 suspected
hazardous areas in 93 communities. In 2006,
reports further indicated that mines and ERW
affected 90,702 people and contaminated 95
kilometers of paths, tracks, and roads.

From FY2004-FY2009, the Office
of Weapons Removal and Abatement in
the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
DPolitical-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) pro-
vided $1,913,000 in funding toward mine/
ERW clearance, mine-risk education, capac-
ity building, and eliminating small arms and
light weapons stockpiles.

In FY2010, PM/WRA provided $500,000
to HI-France to further help Senegal’s Casa-

mance region reach mine-impact free status.

= Sierra Leone

Sierra Leone lacks any known mined
areas; however, it does have residual unex-
ploded ordnance (UXO) as the result of civil
conflicts. In FY2010, the Office of Weapons
Removal and Abatement in the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Bureau of Political-Military
Affairs (PM/WRA) collaborated with the
Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces
through DynCorp International to destroy
obsolete and surplus ordnance. Altogether,
PM/WRA spent $147,000 to fund the de-
struction of 2,567 weapons, 44,782 small
arms munitions, and 37,357 items of UXO

weighing in at 98.52 net tons.

Somalia
Somalia has been adversely affected by

landmines, explosive remnants of war (ERW),
and conventional munitions as a result of
conflicts since 1964. In addition, governments,
non-state actors, and private investors have

frequently trafficked conventional weapons

U.S. Department of Defense’s
Humanitarian Demining Research
and Development Program

The Humanitarian Demining Research and Development (HD R&D)
program focuses on developing technologies to improve the efficiency and
safety of removing post-conflict landmines and unexploded ordnance (UXO). It
designs, builds, demonstrates, and evaluates prototype mine- and UXO-clearing
technologies for indigenous, host nation-conducted demining operations
supported by the United States Department of Defense. HD R&D adapts
commercial off-the-shelf equipment, integrates mature technologies, and
leverages current developments from the U.S. Army’s counter-mine mission area.
The program aims to improve existing technologies for mine/UXO detection,
Technical Survey/area reduction, mechanical mine/UXO and vegetation clearance,
mine neutralization, individual deminer protection, marking and mapping of
mines/minefields, and post-clearance quality assurance.

New technology requirements are identified and validated at a biennial
requirements workshop conducted by the Office of the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Special Operations, Low Intensity Conflict. All prototypes undergo
extensive testing in the U.S. before they are deployed to support operational field
evaluations (OFEs), an integral aspect of the HD R&D program. During OFEs,
equipment capabilities are assessed by host-nation demining partners (foreign
military, nongovernmental organizations and mine-action centers) in actual
demining conditions. The evaluations allow host countries to operate and test
the equipment in active minefields. The evaluations provide feedback to initiate
future R&D improvements.

Since 1995, the program has fielded technologies in support of 120 evaluations
in 34 countries, including Iraq and Afghanistan. In FY2010 the HD R&D Program
performed OFEs in Afghanistan, Angola, Cambodia, Chile, Ecuador, Iraq, Sri Lanka,
Tajikistan, and Thailand. Some of the more than 40 technologies being evaluated
include the Multi-Tooled Excavator, Explosive Harvesting System, Rotary Mine
Comb, Handheld Standoff Mine Detection System (HSTAMIDS), and the Mini
MineWolf.

Point of Contact:

Sean Burke, Program Manager

US Army RDECOM CERDEC NVESD
ATTN: RDER-NVC-HD

10221 Burbeck Road

Fort Belvoir, Virginia 22060

USA

telephone: +1 703 704 1047
fax: +1 703 704 3001
e-mail: sean.p.burke@us.army.mil

website: www.humanitarian-demining.org
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Mine-risk education being conducted in Somalia.

Photo courtesy of Peter Miller.

and small arms and light weapons (SA/LW) across the border with
Kenya. Multiple abandoned stockpiles are located within civilian

residential areas, and high levels of contamination exist along both

the southern border with Kenya and the Ethiopian border.

From FY1998-FY2008, the Office of Weapons Removal and
Abatement in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Political-Mil-
itary Affairs (PM/WRA) provided $7,352,000 to nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs), including The HALO Trust (HALO), CARE
International, and MAG (Mines Advisory Group) to assist in human-
itarian demining, SA/LW and conventional weapons destruction, and
mobile explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) team operations.

In FY2010, PM/WRA provided grants totaling $2 million as follows:

* MAG—$800,000 for continued EOD operation support, ca-
pacity development, and delivery of mine-risk education (MRE).

* HALO—$800,000 for mechanical and manual demining ac-
tivities in Somaliland. This project will return approximately
105.8 acres of priority mine- and ERW-suspected hazardous
areas to productive use.

* Danish Demining Group—$400,000 will fund the operations
of two EOD teams to address critical spots that are brought to
their attention by people in affected households and communi-
ties. Community liaison visits and MRE team sessions create

awareness of the EOD teams and risks in the community.
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= Sudan

Sudan has been adversely affected by landmines, explosive
remnants of war (ERW), small arms and light weapons (SA/LW), and
multiple other conventional weapons as a result of the 21-year bitter
civil conflict between the North and South. When the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement was signed in January 2005, the civil war officially
came to an end, allowing the arrival of United Nations’ missions and
humanitarian assistance. The United Nations Mine Action Office
(UNMAO) estimates that 19 of Sudan’s 25 states are affected by
landmines and ERW, with most of the contamination located in the
southern and central parts of the country.

Since FY2003, the Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement
in the U.S. Department of State’s Office of Weapons Removal and
Abatement (PM/WRA) has provided $24,392,000 in conventional
weapons destruction (CWD) assistance to Sudan. This assistance has
provided operational support and mine/ERW clearance in southcen-
tral Sudan, as well as management capacity development and training
through the United Nations Development Programme and Cranfield
University. PM/WRA’s funding has fielded clearance teams, explosive-
ordnance disposal (EOD), and mine-risk education (MRE) teams in
the Nuba Mountains and southern Sudan. Its CWD funding has re-

sulted in the destruction of more than 50 metric tons of arms and mu-



nitions including 25 man-portable air-defense
systems (MANPADS) so far.

In FY2010, PM/WRA spent $5.35 mil-
lion to fund survey, MRE, and weapons
clearance and destruction as follows:

¢ Norwegian People’s Aid—$1,050,000

for the continuation of EOD, battle-
area clearance (BAC), and survey
teams in Equatoria and Upper Nile
and intervention into Jonglei to con-
duct route survey and complete spot
EOD/BAC tasks
¢ MAG (Mines
$800,000 to provide an 11-person
EOD/SA/IW team for 12 months to

cover at least 240 spot tasks in Greater

Advisory  Group)—

Equatoria and support the South Sudan
Disarmament Demobilization and Re-
integration Commission (SSDDRC)

¢ MAG—$600,000 for survey and BAC
teams to support program expansion
into North Sudan, including the

provinces of Blue Nile, Upper Nile,

and Jonglei

¢ MAG—$400,000 for MRE and com-

munity liaison/data collection report-

ing of at least 240 danger areas in East-
ern Equatoria

* Fondation Suisse de Déminage (FSD or
Swiss Foundation for Mine Action)
—$750,000 for continuation of ESD
technical and operational support to
the Sudanese Integrated Mine Action
Service to build its capacity for EOD
and manual/mechanical demining

training activities

Swaziland
The Kingdom of Swaziland faces chal-

lenges from excess unstable and obsolete
munitions that were at risk excess unstable
and obsolete munitions that were at risk of
exploding and causing damage to neighbor-
ing communities. Additionally, the physical
security of the Swaziland Defense Force’s
weapons depots were not up to interna-

tional best-practice standards and were at an

increased risk of proliferation. Finally, the
Swaziland Royal Police did not have a facil-
ity large enough to safely and securely store
its weapons and ammunition.

In FY2010, the Office of Weapons Re-
moval and Abatement in the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Bureau of Political-Military
Affairs (PM/WRA) spent $229,000 for
physical security upgrades to all of the Swazi-
land Defense Force’s weapons and munitions
depots, and physical security upgrades, in-
cluding lockable gun racks, to the Swaziland
Royal Police’s national armory. In addition,
this program provided weapons-cutting ma-
chines and training to Swaziland military
and police personnel that led to the destruc-
tion of 1,729 weapons and created a nation-
al weapons destruction capability. Finally,
based on U.S. Defense Threat Reduction
Agency technical experts’ recommendations,
and in order to receive munitions depot up-
grades, the Swaziland Defense Force safely
destroyed more than 28 tons of obsolete and

unstable munitions.

Y

DCA Operations Manager Craig McDiarmid (left) and U.S. Special Envoy to Sudan Scott Gration during Mr. Gration’s visit fo Kadugli, Sudan.

Photo courtesy of Rune Bech Persson.
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he largest and most populous continent,
TAsia is home to more than 60 percent of the

world’s population and makes up 30 percent
of the entire world’s landmass. Southeast Asia was the
site of several civil wars, rebellions, and international
conflicts in the 30 years following World War II,
and millions of civilians died in those conflicts.
Hundreds more continue to be killed or injured each
year by landmines and other explosive remnants
of war. A large population of survivors, especially
in Cambodia and Vietnam, require substantial
socioeconomic support.

Nepalese children in the capital, Kathmandu.
Photo © David Gough,/IRIN.







ﬂ Afghanistan

Afghanistan s landmines, un-

affected by

exploded ordnance (UXO), and pootly secured conventional weap-

severely

ons and munitions after more than three decades of violent conflict.
Afghanistan is the most heavily mined country in the world, and
to this day insurgents use landmines and explosive remnants of war
(ERW) as improvised explosive devices to attack civilian and military
targets, as well as noncombatants. Although the Mine Action Program
in Afghanistan has successfully cleared more than half of all suspected
hazardous areas, deteriorating infrastructure, difficult terrain, and on-
going conflict leave the remaining contaminated land inaccessible.
Since FY1997, the Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement
in the Department of State’s Bureau of Political-Military Affairs
(PM/WRA) has provided more than $184 million in humanitarian
mine-action and conventional weapons destruction (CWD) assis-
tance to Afghanistan. During this period of time, PM/WRA assisted
five Afghan nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) to sustain clear-
ance operations, provide vocational training, and develop communi-
ty-based demining activities. PM/WRA’s partnership with DynCorp
International has created eight CWD teams and advisors, and sup-
ported security, medical, and logistics infrastructure for PM/WRA’s
Afghan program. In addition, PM/WRA funding to The HALO
Trust (HALO) and Danish Demining Group (DDG) helped destroy
more than 430 tons of conventional weapons, explosive ordnance,

and small arms and light weapons (SA/LW) ammunition.

The Halo Trust facilitates mine-risk education in Afghanistan.
Photo courtesy of The Halo Trust.
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In FY2010, PM/WRA provided approximately $45.8 million
to continue mine action and SA/LW ammunition destruction in
Afghanistan as follows:

* DynCorp International—$8 million to continue operating
eight Afghan CWD teams, provide technical assistance to five
local NGOs, and further develop national capacity

o Afghan Technical Consultants—$4 million for continuing
community-based demining in the east, as well as manual and
mechanical clearance, mine-detection dog (MDD) operations,
explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) activities, and battle-area
clearance (BAC) operations

* Demining Agency for Afghanistan—More than $6.8 million
for continuing community-based demining in the south, as
well as manual, mechanical, MDD, EOD, and BAC operations

* Mine Clearance Planning Agency—More than $6.4 million to
continue mine-action operations, surveys, area reductions, and
community-based demining in the east and south

* Mine Detection Center—$3.5 million to continue manual
and MDD clearance

* Organization for Mine Clearance and Afghan Rehabilitation
(OMAR)—More than $6.1 million for continued community-
based demining in the east, as well as manual, mechanical, MDD,
EOD, BAC, and mine-risk education operations with OMAR’s
television affiliate, Shamshad Television Studio of Kabul

¢ HALO—More than $4.8 million to continue operations in

the northern and central provinces of Afghanistan



e HALO—$800,000 to continue weap-
ons and ammunition disposal opera-
tions in central and western Afghanistan
* Danish Demining Group—More than
$1.5 million for surveys and clearance
operations in the Panjshir province
¢ Information Management Mine Action
Program—=$400,000 for the deploy-
ment of the geospatial and informa-
tion management tool “OASIS”
¢ Clear Path International—More than
$3 million for Victim Assistance proj-
ects in the central and eastern provinc-
es of Afghanistan, including physical
rehabilitation services, peer-support
teams for people with disabilities,
and economic reintegration through
agriculture, sports, and home-based
micro-enterprises

e Marshall Legacy Institute—Almost
$300,000 for the expansion of the
Mine Detection Dog Partnership and
Children Against Mines Program

Also in FY2010, the U.S. Department of

Defense’s (DOD) Humanitarian Demining

Training Center deployed a team to Ottawa,

Canada, to conduct a train-the-trainer course

for seven Canadian soldiers. The Canadian

Coalition Forces were deployed to Afghani-

stan as part of the Bagram Mine Action Cen-

ter Information Management cell.
Additionally, DOD’s
ian Demining Research and Development

(HD R&D) Program, in partnership with

HALO, continued evaluating equipment

valued at $520,000. This included the Orbit

Screen, which sifts mine-contaminated soil,

Humanitar-

the Mantis, an armored area-preparation and
mine-clearance tractor, and several sifting
excavator attachments. Combined, these sys-
tems have cleared more than 700,000 square
meters of land, sifted more than 126,000 cu-
bic meters of soil, and cleared or destroyed
more than 21,000 mines and pieces of UXO.
The systems continue to perform Technical
Surveys and clear mines in villages and ag-
ricultural areas throughout Afghanistan. The
Raptor, an armored tractor fitted with area-

preparation and mine-clearance attachments,

Colin King performs field analysis on aging landmine components in Cambodia.
Photo courtesy of Daniele Ressler/CISR.

valued at $476,000, is scheduled to begin op-
erations in FY2011. To learn more about the
Humanitarian Demining Program, visit www.

humanitarian-demining.org.

u Cambodia

Cambodia’s severe landmine and explosive
remnants of war contamination is a direct result
of nearly 30 years of armed conflicts involving
the Khmer Rouge, the Royal Cambodian
Armed Forces, Vietnamese government
forces, and the Thai Army. Landmines are
a particular problem in the western part of
the country, where the immense K-5 Mine
Belt spans the border separating Cambodia
and Thailand. Toward the eastern part of
the country, Cambodia is largely affected by
unexploded ordnance (UXO) from conflicts
with Vietnam and from U.S. air and artillery
strikes during the Vietnam War. Due to
limited government resources, international
donors finance more than 90 percent of the
mine and UXO clearance activities.

From FY1993-FY2009, the U.S. Gov-
ernment provided more than $61.8 million,
including $44.2 million from the the Office
of Weapons Removal and Abatement in the

U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Politi-

cal-Military Affairs (PM/WRA), to fund the
operations of DynCorp International, The
HALO Trust (HALO), MAG (Mines Advisory
Group), Clear Path International and other
(NGO:s)

for capacity-building exercises, clearance of

nongovernmental  organizations
K-5 minefields along the western border with
Thailand, clearance of UXO in the central and
eastern areas of the country, and financial sup-
port to the Cambodian Mine Action Centre
(CMAC). In addition, the U.S. has also pro-
vided mine-risk education and rehabilitation
assistance for landmine-accident victims.

In FY2010, PM/WRA invested $5.05
million in Cambodian humanitarian mine/
UXO action as follows:

* DynCorp International—$2.49 million
for operational support of two CMAC
Demining Units, including training in
mobile mine and UXO clearance, and
deploying UXO clearance teams. Dyn-
Corp also provided technical and mana-
gerial advice to CMAC.

¢ MAG—$1.05 million for battlefield
area clearance of mines and UXO in
several provinces.

¢ HALO—$950,000 for clearance of
mines and UXO in several provinces.

¢ Golden West Humanitarian Founda-
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Heavy flooding in Laos has made UXO removal even more difficult.
Photo courtesy of Stephen Pritchard, NPA.

tion (Golden West)—$274,000 for training of CMAC per-
sonnel in advanced explosive ordnance disposal techniques,
and for funding CMAC’s Explosive Harvesting Program.

¢ Clear Path International—$128,000 for several victim-
assistance projects.

* Landmine Relief Fund—$100,000 for support of the clear-
ance operations of Cambodian Self-Help Demining, a local
NGO operating in northcentral Cambodia.

e Spirit of Soccer—$50,000 for sports-based risk education.

The U.S. Department of Defense’s Humanitarian Demining
Research and Development (HD R&D) Program has worked for
many years with CMAC, HALO, MAG, and Golden West in
Cambodia, providing technologies valued at more than $3 million
for operational field evaluations (OFEs). Since 2006, HALO, MAG,
and CMAC have integrated the dual-sensor Handheld Standoff Mine
Detection System (HSTAMIDS) in their manual, anti-personnel
(AP) mine-clearance operations of densely cluttered minefields. In
total, the HSTAMIDS operations have cleared 2.7 million square
meters of minefields and detected 16,600 AP mines.

In FY2010, the HD R&D Program continued the OFE of long-
handled tools to augment the speed of the HSTAMIDS preparatory
and clutter investigation processes. HD R&D also initiated the evalu-
ation of Badger (an area-preparation and mine-clearance excavator),
continued OFEs of the Storm (an area-preparation and mine-clear-
ance excavator capable of operating on steep slopes), the Tempest (a

vegetation-cutting flail with excavator soil-sifting attachments), the
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MAXX+ (a remote-controlled mini-excavator), and the innovative
Explosive Harvesting System. To learn more about the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense’s Humanitarian Demining Program, visit www.
humanitarian-demining.org.

Also in FY2010, the U.S. Agency for International Development’s
Leahy War Victims Fund (LWVEF) provided $500,000 in ongoing
funding to The International Center to support three prosthetics and
orthotics workshops in Cambodia—Kieng Klang, Kratie, and Prey
Veng. In FY2011, in addition to ongoing support for rehabilitation ef-
forts, the program will explore options such as public/private partner-

ships and fee for services, which will sustain services over the long-term.

n Laos

During the Vietnam War, a U.S. extensive bombing campaign left
Laos the most heavily bombed country in the world per capita, a tragic
title it retains to this day. Landmines and cluster munitions continue to
threaten the Lao people, and because of the high value of scrap metal
derived from unexploded ordnance (UXO) in this impoverished coun-
try, human contact with explosive remnants of war (ERW) is increas-
ing. The demand for UXO-contaminated land has increased due to the
country’s large population growth in rural areas.

During FY1993-FY2009, the Office of Weapons Removal
and Abatement in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Po-
litical-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) provided assistance totaling
$25,472,000 for clearance of UXO/minefields, capacity building



for a national program, UXO/mine-risk edu-
cation (MRE) in public schools, and victim
assistance (VA) activities.

For FY2010, Congress directed that the
Department of State spend no less than $5
million for humanitarian mine and UXO ac-
tion in Laos. PM/WRA provided $5.1 mil-
lion for mine/UXO clearance and MRE/VA
activities as follows:

* MAG (Mines Advisory Group)—$1.7

million for clearance operations in
These

typically are coordinated with other

several provinces. projects
developmental activities conducted
by the Lao government and inter-
national nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) so as to focus clear-
ance efforts on land that will be put
to immediate use. MAG also used a
portion of this funding to revise and
improve clearance equipment and
procedures.
¢ UXO Lao—$1.25 million for its na-
tionwide clearance work, channeled
subcontracted to  Armor Group
($747,500) and MAG ($500,000).
Armor Group’s support included tech-
nical advice to UXO Lao and the Na-
tional Regulatory Authority.

e World Education—$950,000 for 12
months of support for the UXO Educa-
tion and Awareness program along the
Laos-Vietnam border and for victims
assistance in heavily-affected areas.

* Norwegian People’s Aid—$700,000
for clearance in Sekong province.

e Catholic Relief Services—$230,000
for a two-year VA project.

e Spirit of Soccer—$220,000 for a two-
year, sports-based risk-education project.

* Clear Path International—$52,000
for VA.

In addition, the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development’s Leahy War Victims
Fund (LWVF) provided $1 million to a pro-
gram, implemented by Cooperative Orthotic
Prosthetic Enterprise, to support prosthetic
and orthotic activites in collaboration with

the Lao National Rehabilitation Center.

-~ Nepal

A decade of armed conflict (1996-2006)
in Nepal left the country contaminated by
anti-personnel landmines as well as explosive
remnants of war. As of December 2010, the
Nepal Army has cleared 23 of the 53 mine-
fields. Thousands of casualties have occurred
over the years, including 70 in 2009.

The U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment’s Leahy War Victims Fund pro-
vided $500,000 to Handicap International
to implement a program that works with war
victims and others through eight prosthetic,
orthotic, and community-based rehabilita-
tion providers to improve the quality of reha-

bilitation treatment services.

Families cook their meal inside a tent camp in Quetta,
Balochistan Province, Pakistan, where thousands have
been displaced following massive floods that began
in July 2010.

Photo courtesy of U.N./WFP/Amjad Jamal.

Pakistan

Pakistan is

amounts of landmines, unexploded ordnance

contaminated with large

(UXO), improvised explosive devices, and
other explosive remnants of war (ERW) as
a result of conflicts with India and ongoing
military operations against insurgents in the
tribal areas of Pakistan. Since 2009, military
operations in the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince and the Federally Administered Tribal Ar-
eas have caused the displacement of more than
three million people, creating a significant risk
of increased casualties for individuals who re-
turn to former battle areas. At the time of this
report, an estimated one million people from
the western border areas remained displaced by
violence. Pakistan is one of a few countries still

producing anti-personnel mines.

Continued from FY2009, the Office of

Weapons Removal and Abatement in the

U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Polit-
ical-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) awarded
Response International (RI) with a singular
grant of $516,407 for an 18-month period
of performance though May 2011. RI edu-
cates internally displaced persons (IDPs) on
the threat of landmines, UXO, and ERW to
significantly alleviate the community threat
once the IDPs are able to return to their
homes. To help raise awareness of this issue
among more than 250,000 IDPs, PM/WRA
is prepared to extend this grant through Sep-

tember 2011 without additional cost.

Sri Lanka

Nearly three decades of armed conflict
between government forces and the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam have con-
taminated Sri Lanka with landmines and ex-
plosive remnants of war (ERW). While some
of this land was originally cleared, between
2006 and 2009, a breakdown in cease-fire
agreements and the ensuing escalation of war
led to a military victory by the Sri Lankan
Army (SLA), as well as an additional level of
mine/ERW pollution that has yet to be sur-
veyed. Much of the suspected hazardous area
falls within agricultural land needed for the
planting of seasonal crops. It is estimated that
nearly 300,000 internally displaced persons
(IDPs) resided in camps in the heavily af-
fected districts of Vayuniya, Mannar, Jaffna,
and Trincomalee at the conclusion of fight-
ing. The widespread threat of landmines and
ERW have hampered and delayed the full
repatriation of many IDPs and present fur-
ther challenges to Sri Lanka’s already difficult
economic reconstruction.

From FY2002-FY2010 the Office of
Weapons Removal and Abatement in the U.S.
Department of State’s Bureau of Political-Mil-
itary Affairs (PM/WRA) spent $22,416,882
in Sri Lanka to address landmines and un-
exploded ordnance (UXO) in affected areas,
build operational capacity within the SLA,

deliver mine-risk education, and expedite the
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SLA deminer utilizes the rake method for demining in Sri Lanka.
Photo courtesy of the Tamil Rehabilitation Organisation.

resettlement of IDPs. In addition, during FY2002-FY2010, the U.S.
Agency for International Development (USAID) Leahy War Victims
Fund provided $4,350,000 for orthotics, prosthetics, and victim as-
sistance to help Sri Lankan victims of war. The U.S. Department of
Defense also provided training and equipment support.
In FY2010, PM/WRA spent $4.4 million to sustain clearance
operations as follows:
e The HALO Trust (HALO)—$1,350,000 to deploy manual
and mechanical demining teams
* Danish Deming Group—$700,000 to deploy manual de-
mining teams
o Fondation Suisse de Déminage (Swiss Foundation for Mine
Action)—$1,017,000 to deploy manual teams and one me-
chanical support team
* MAG (Mines Advisory Group)—$850,000 for the deploy-
ment of manual and mechanical demining teams
e SLA—$500,000 to purchase equipment to support host-
nation capacity
USAID also provided $300,000 to support a program to increase
employment opportunities for persons with disabilities. The pro-
gram conducts information and awareness sessions for potential em-
ployers and identifies people with disabilities, including war victims,
who want jobs.
In addition, in FY2010, the U.S. Department of Defense’s
Humanitarian Demining Research and Development Program, in

partnership with HALO, began an operational field evaluation of
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rollers on a HALO-owned front-loader. The equipment, which is
valued at $60,000, will be used in conjunction with mechanically
excavated breach lanes for hazardous areas to be resettled by IDPs.
Additional technology valued at $220,000, including an improved
backhoe with area preparation and reduction and clearance attach-
ments, will be put in use in 2011. To learn more about the U.S.
Department of Defense’s Humanitarian Demining Program, visit

www.humanitarian-demining.org.

Tajikistan

Tajikistan is contaminated in four main regions: the northwest
border with Uzbekistan, the southeast border with Afghanistan, the
Garm Central Valley Region, and the eastern border with China.
Since Tajikistan is 93 percent mountainous territory, the agricultural
threat caused by landmines and explosive remnants of war is a serious
threat to the country’s social and economic development.

The Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement in the U.S. De-
partment of State’s Bureau of Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA)
initiated a program in Tajikistan in 2010. In FY2010, PM/WRA
provided more than $2 million in grants to support mine-action
programs in Tajikistan through its implementing partner Fondation
Suisse de Déminage (Swiss Foundation for Mine Action or FSD).
These programs include the following:

¢ FSD—$867,733 to conduct weapons and ammunition dis-

posal, which included the training, equipment, and deploy-
ment of two teams able to destroy and/or relocate explosive
ordnance and light weapons to secure sites.

* FSD—$1,610,657 to conduct a cross-border mine-action proj-

ect between Afghanistan and Tajikistan. This program provided
new equipment and medical supplies for the establishment of a

clinic, the employment of more than 20 locals, and the clearance

of more than 30,000 square meters in border minefields.
Also in FY2010, the U.S. Department of Defense’s Humanitar-

This area in Shuroobod district, Tajikistan, is perfect for mechanical demining
machines and very difficult for manual clearance.
Photo courtesy of Parviz Mavionkulov.



ian Demining Research and Development
(HD R&D) Program, in partnership with the
Tajik Ministry of Defense, Tajikistan Mine
Action Centre and Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe, began an evalu-
ation of the Mini MineWolf, a remote-con-
trolled earth-tilling system capable of clearing
anti-personnel and anti-tank landmines. The
assistance, valued at $1.2 million, included
support to operate and maintain the system.
To learn more about the U.S. Department of
Defense’s Humanitarian Demining Program,

visit www.humanitarian-demining.org.

E Thailand

Thailand is contaminated by anti-personnel
landmines, explosive remnants of war (ERW),
unexploded ordnance, and victim-activated
improvised explosive devices, particularly
near its borders with Burma, Cambodia,
Lao PDR, and Malaysia. For example, the
700-kilometer Thai-Cambodia border is
heavily contaminated with unexploded
artillery, mortar shells, and caches of gre-
nades and other assorted ammunition left
behind by Cambodian non-state actors in
the 1980s and 1990s. Though the exact
amount of mined areas is unknown, in 2001,
a Landmine Impact Survey estimated the
mine/ERW contamination at 2,557 square
kilometers and affecting more than 500,000
people in 530 communities in 27 provinces.

In 2009, Thailand claimed 500 square
kilometers still remained to be cleared, but
revised estimates in 2010 suggested an in-
creased amount of suspect land remains.

In FY2010, the U.S. Department of De-
fense’s Humanitarian Demining Research
and Development Program partnered with
the Thailand Mine Action Centre to continue
operational field evaluations of several me-
chanical technologies in Thailand. The tech-
nologies include the small remote-controlled
Peco, Beaver, and Tempest, and the large-
class Survivable Demining Tractor and Uni-
Disk Excavator. Valued at $1.5 million, these
technologies are used for vegetation clear-

ance and area preparation. Since 2001, the

U.S. Department of Defense’s
Defense Threat Reduction Agency

The Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) is a combat-support agency
for the United States Department of Defense. First established in October
1998, DTRA aims to reduce the global threat of weapons of mass destruction
(chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, and high-yield explosives). DTRA
accomplishes this by mitigating these weapons’ effects and by providing
capabilities to reduce, eliminate, and counter the threat. To effectively carry out
its mission, DTRA is comprised of several offices and enterprises, each with its
own specific objectives and responsibilities.

DTRA became involved with the physical security and stockpile management
(PSSM) of small arms and light weapons (SA/LW) in 2001. The SA/LW Branch
of DTRA aims to reduce proliferation by aiding foreign governments with
security improvements and the management of state-controlled stockpiles
of man-portable air-defense systems (also known as MANPADS), SA/LW, and
conventional ammunition.

The SA/LW Branch accomplishes these objectives by employing teams
of SA/LW experts that provide foreign governments with assessments and
technical advice, while also orienting them with the best practices for PSSM.

As a result, the efforts of the SA/LW Branch have decreased the availability of
weapons to terrorists and insurgents, reduced cross-border weapons transfers
that threaten regional stability, and lowered the risk of ammunition accidents.

Since 2001, the SA/LW Branch has provided assistance to 58 countries.

Point of Contact:

Defense Threat Reduction Agency
DTRA Public Affairs

8725 John J. Kingman Road

Stop 6201

Fort Belvoir, Virginia 22060-6201
USA

telephone: 800-701-5096
e-mail: salw@dtra.mil

website: www.dtra.mil
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MAG deminer clears vegetation with the rear boom of a backhoe to open areas for follow-on detection in Vietnam.
Photo courtesy of Charles Chichester/HD R&D Program.

machines have collectively cleared vegetation from more than 6.3
million square meters of suspected hazardous land. To learn more
about the U.S. Department of Defense’s Humanitarian Demining

Program, visit www.humanitarian-demining.org.

Vietnam

A series of conflicts involving France, Japan, and the United
States from World War II through the early 1970s resulted in heavy
explosive remnants of war (ERW) contamination in Vietnam. Con-
flicts with Cambodia and China in the late 1970s also resulted in
the placement of landmines. The areas of Ha Tinh, Quang Binh,
and Quang Tri are the most ERW-affected provinces. ERW also af-
fects Vietnam’s border region with Laos, an area the U.S. intensively
bombed during the Vietham War in an effort to interdict North
Vietnamese troops and supplies.

The Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement in the U.S. De-
partment of State’s Bureau of Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA)
has encouraged mine-action organizations to use the findings of the
PM/WRA-funded Landmine Impact Survey (LIS) in Vietnam by
mandating that its grantees in Vietnam seek survey results before

commencing projects. The final report of the six-province LIS was
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released in July 2009 and provides Vietnam and the donor commu-
nity with vital information regarding the impact of landmines and
unexploded ordnance (UXO) upon communities. Vietnam’s Min-
istry of Labor, Invalids, and Social Affairs released a report in 2000
stating that UXO and landmines were responsible for killing 38,849
people and injuring 65,852 between 1975 and 2000. International ob-
servers have reported more than 1,600 casualties since 1999. In 2009
there were 32 new landmine/ERW casualties reported in Vietnam.
In FY2010, PM/WRA provided $3.78 million in funding for hu-
manitarian mine and UXO action as follows:
* MAG (Mines Advisory Group)—$1.7 million to support on-
going mobile ERW clearance in Quang Binh province
¢ DeaceTrees Vietnam—$499,000 for several clearance projects,
including mobile explosive ordnance disposal team opera-
tions in Quang Tri province
* Golden West Humanitarian Foundation—$400,000 to pro-
vide training and equipment in advanced explosive ordnance
disposal techniques to the Centre for Bomb and Mine Dis-
posal Technology (BOMICEN) and the Viethnam Bomb and
Mine Action Centre (VBMAC)

* Clear Path International—$350,000 for victims’ assistance



Catholic

$250,000 for victims’ assistance

¢ Norwegian People’s Aid—$248,000
for data-management training for the
VBMAC

¢ Vietnam Veterans of America Founda-

Relief ~ Services

(CRS)—

tion/International Center—$207,000
for managerial and technical advice
and assistance to BOMICEN and VB-
MAC

* Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Fund (VVMF/Project RENEW)
—$129,000 for clearance operations

The U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment’s Leahy War Victims Fund provided
$750,000 each in FY2010 to two programs
in Vietnam: CRS and Vietnam Assistance
for the Handicapped. CRS introduced a
comprehensive model of education and vo-
cational training for children and youth with
disabilities as well as advanced information
technology technical training for Vietnamese
with disabilities in two colleges in Hanoi and
Ho Chi Minh City. Vietnam Assistance for
the Handicapped implemented a program to
develop national laws and policies benefitting
persons with disabilities (PWD), enforce ex-
isting laws and policies, support PWD’s orga-
nizations, and test an integrated service deliv-
ery approach to inclusive vocational training
and employment.

Also in FY2010, the U.S. Department of
Defense’s Humanitarian Demining Research
and Development (HD R&D) Program, in
partnership with MAG, continued an opera-
tional field evaluation of vegetation cutters.
Norwegian People’s Aid, in partnership with
the VVMPF’s Project RENEW, evaluated an
armored excavator in area preparation and
clearance roles. Total assistance to Vietnam
from HD R&D is valued at $275,000. To
learn more about the U.S. Department of
Defense’s Humanitarian Demining Program,

visit www.humanitarian-demining.org.

U.S. Agency for International
Development’s Leahy War
Victims Fund

First established in 1989 by Senator Patrick J. Leahy (D-Vermont), USAID’s
Leahy War Victims Fund (LWVF) aims to respond to the needs of civilian victims in
war-affected countries. The LWVF aids persons with disabilities, particularly those
who have sustained mobility-related injuries from explosive remnants of war or
anti-personnel landmines. In addition, the LWVF provides assistance for other
direct and indirect causes of disability, such as preventable diseases that may arise
from interrupted immunization campaigns during or following a war.

The LWVF is housed within the Democracy and Governance office of USAID’s
Bureau for Democracy, Conflict, and Humanitarian Assistance. The LWVF team
works closely with stakeholders to manage the implementation of funds for
programs to help victims with physical disabilities as a result of civil strife and
warfare. The majority of the funds appropriated for the LWVF are allotted for
affordable prosthetics and orthotic services, in addition to essential medical,
rehabilitation, and vocational assistance for landmine victims and others with
mobility-related disabilities. Since its establishment, the LWVF has disbursed
more than $165 million to 30 countries in sub-Saharan Africa, Central America,
Eastern Europe, the Middle East, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Over the years, the LWVF has expanded its scope beyond caring for only those
who need immediate rehabilitation assistance. It also designs and implements
development programs that address the changing needs of the populations while
establishing the foundations for sustainable services in developing countries. The
LWVF strives to strengthen the quality of care for survivors, ensuring that the
treatment and equipment provided are used effectively to increase the mobility of
disabled persons in conflict-affected countries.

Currently, the LWVF is working regionally and globally with partner
organizations such as CURE International, the International Society for Prosthetics
and Orthotics, Motivation Charitable Trust, and the World Health Organization. It
also supports country programs in Cambodia, Colombia, the Democratic Republic of

the Congo, Ethiopia, Haiti, Laos, Lebanon, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Vietnam.

Point of Contact:

Rob Horvath, Manager
Leahy War Victims Fund
U.S. Agency for International Development
Washington, D.C. 20523
USA

'USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

telephone: +1 202 712 5239
e-mail: rhorvath@usaid.gov

website: www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/the_funds/
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Bosnia and Herzegovina . . .

urope covers approximately 3.94 million

square miles and is home to 11 percent of

the world’s population. Poorly stored and
deteriorating munitions and explosive remnants of
war pose a serious threat to civilian safety in many
European countries, especially in the southeast
where several countries experienced conflict
following the dissolution of the Soviet Union
and the break-up of Yugoslavia. Military depots
housing dangerous and unstable munitions in the
region increasingly pose a serious threat to civilians
due to residential encroachment. However, the
threat posed by landmines and explosive remnants
of war has been dramatically reduced due to the
efforts of the United States, other donor nations,
nongovernmental organizations, and the affected
countries themselves to clear the landmine and
other explosive hazards remaining from regional
conflicts and from the two World Wars. Many
formerly mine-affected European countries have
been rendered free from the humanitarian impact
of landmines (“impact free”).

Clearance staff in Azerbaijan are faced with the challenges
of digging and manual excavation.
Photo courtesy of Pervis I. Gidayev.
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EUROPE
B Albania

Albania’s stockpiles of deteriorating munitions and its landmine

and explosive remnants of war (ERW) stem from nearly five decades
of rule by Enver Hoxha. During his regime, Hoxha accumulated
massive stockpiles of foreign munitions. In the late 1990s, during
a governmental transition, widespread looting of military depots
led to the scattering of small arms and light weapons (SA/LW) and
abandoned ordnance throughout Albania. In addition, during the
conflict between Kosovo and Yugoslavia, landmines, ERW, and
unexploded ordnance (UXO) were generated along the country’s
northeastern border, further threatening the local population and

regional development.

Manual demining in Albania is arduous work.
Photo courtesy of Gregor Sancanin.

In FY2009, the Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement in
the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Political-Military Affairs
(PM/WRA) provided almost $2.4 million through the NATO Main-
tenance and Supply Agency (NAMSA) and the Slovenian-based In-
ternational Trust Fund for Demining and Mine Victims Assistance
(ITF). These funds were used for demining, the destruction of excess
SA/IW, including man-portable air-defense systems (MANPADS),
physical security and stockpile management, and the clean-up of the
Gérdec ammunition depot, which exploded in 2008 causing severe
and lingering effects on the local civilian population.

At the end of the 2009 demining season, Albania declared that
it had achieved mine-free status and successful completion of its
Convention on the Prohibition, Use, Stockpiling, Production and Trans-
fer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction Article 5 obliga-
tions in Cartagena, Colombia at the Convention’s Second Review
Conference. This achievement was made possible in large part by the
strong funding support provided by the United States to the Albanian

Humanitarian Mine Action Program since its inception in 2001.
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In FY2010, PM/WRA provided $6.9 million to Albania for con-
ventional weapons destruction activities, and $167,704 for landmine
and ERW survivors programs as follows:

¢ ArmorGroup North America—$2.9 million (which in turn

was subcontracted to Stetling International) to destroy excess
and deteriorating munitions

¢ ITF—$2 million (subcontracted to Sterling International) to

continue clean-up activities at the Gérdec depot

¢ NAMSA—$2 million to conduct munitions demilitarization

in Mijekes

e ITF—$167,704 for a landmine and ERW survivors program

Also in FY2010, U.S. European Command Humanitarian Mine
Action (USEUCOM HMA) conducted a train-the-trainer Explosive
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Level 1 course for 33 Albanian Armed
Forces (AAF) EOD Technicians. An EOD Level 2 course is slated to
start in the summer of 2011. In addition, USEUCOM conducted
two missions to train 33 AAF EOD technicians in self first aid, bud-
dy aid, first responder, and casualty evacuation procedures, and to
train 15 AAF medics, nurses, and doctors in tactical combat casualty
care, casualty evacuation emergent patient care, and casualty evacua-

tion planning and infrastructure development.

Azerbaijan

The Azerbaijan National Agency for Mine Action (ANAMA)
reports that landmines have caused 1,400 casualties since the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict began in 1988. Additionally, abandoned
Soviet munitions stockpiles and unexploded ordnance (UXO) pose
a significant threat to local populations. According to a Landmine
Impact Survey (LIS), 18 out of 65 districts in Azerbaijan are affected
by landmines and UXO. Over half of these affected communities are
located in the Fizuli region in the western region of Azerbaijan near
Nagorno-Karabakh and in Agstafa in the northwest near a former
Soviet army base. From FY2000-FY2010, the Office of Weapons
Removal and Abatement in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) provided more than $20 mil-
lion for clearance, training, and capacity building for ANAMA. This

funding also allowed for the expansion of manual, mechanical, and

mine-detection dog (MDD) clearance teams.

In FY2010, PM/WRA invested $893,000 to support continued

clearance activities as follows:

* ANAMA—$365,000 to support a seven-man team that was
responsible for implementation of humanitarian demining
operations with an emphasis on safe environmental condi-
tions for local populations in and around water sources such
as rivers, springs, wells, and irrigation canals that are currently
unusable due to the existing threat

* ANAMA—$388,000 to support the procurement of new



equipment which will be used to im-
plement humanitarian demining oper-
ations and provide safe environmental
conditions for local populations

e International Eurasia Press Fund
(IEPF)—$80,000 to construct addi-
tional training facilities for its Voca-
tional Training Center in order to ben-
efit and train more people who have
been victims of conflict

e IEPF—$60,000 to develop a two-
hectare parcel of land donated by the
local Terter authorities to IEPF for an
agricultural nursery to train farmers in
good agricultural practices and pro-

mote advancement of agriculture

ﬁ Bosnia and

Herzegovina

As a result of the breakup of the Republic
of Yugoslavia in the 1990s, Bosnia and Her-
zegovina (BiH) is the most landmine- and
explosive remnants of war (ERW)-affected
country in the Balkans.

In FY2009, the Office of Weapons Re-
moval and Abatement in the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Bureau of Political-Military
Affairs (PM/WRA) provided almost $16
million to Southeast European countries for
humanitarian mine action and the destruc-
tion of excess and deteriorating small arms
and light weapons (SA/LW), including man-
portable air-defense systems (MANPADS)
and munitions. As a result of this funding,
the Southeast Europe Mine Detection Dog
Center in BiH has become self-supporting,
and 5,964 MANPADS have been destroyed
since 2003 in BiH alone.

In FY2010, PM/WRA contributed in
excess of $5 million to the Slovenia-based
International Trust Fund for Demining and
Mine Victims Assistance (ITF), with more
than $3.8 million being used to continue
humanitarian mine-action and Landmine
Technical Survey. In addition, ITF subcon-
tracted $1.15 million to Sterling Internation-
al to destroy excess and deteriorating muni-
tions. Also in FY2010, PM/WRA provided

Steaming the explosives out of rocketpropelled grenades and mortar shells at the Unis Pretis facility on the outskirts of
Sarajevo, one of the plants where Bosnia and Herzegovina is demilitarizing its deferiorating and excess munitions.

Photo courtesy of John Stevens, PM/WRA, U.S. Dept. of State.

$75,000 to the U.S. Embassy in Sarajevo to
support the deployment of a National Guard
unit from the state of Vermont to verify the
complete destruction of 30,000 aged M-16
assault rifles that were excess to BiH’s needs.
This weapons-destruction project was also
generously supported by the United Nations

Development Programme.

E Croatia

Croatia sets aside more of its annual na-
tional budget for domestic humanitarian
mine-action activities than any other land-

mine-affected country worldwide. It remains

the second-most mine-affected country in
Southeast Europe despite having the strongest
national mine-action program.

In FY2009, the Office of Weapons Remov-
al and Abatement in the U.S. Department
of State’s Bureau of Political-Military Affairs
(PM/WRA) provided almost $16 million to
Southeast European countries for mine ac-
tion, and the safe destruction of excess and
deteriorating stocks of small arms and light
weapons (SA/LW), including man-portable
air-defense systems (MANPADS) and muni-
tions. In Croatia, this led to the destruction
of 929 MANPADS that were excess to the

country’s security needs.
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In FY2010, PM/WRA, using the Slovenia-based International
Trust Fund for Demining and Mine Victims Assistance (ITF) as its
regional implementing partner, invested more than $2.13 million in
the Croatian Mine Action Centre’s humanitarian mine-action and
Technical Survey projects to once again enable safe farming and the
resettlement of lands cleared of landmines. In addition, PM/WRA
provided the ITF $1.69 million for various regional initiatives in
Southeast Europe, including cross-border demining projects between

Croatia and its neighbor, Bosnia and Herzegovina.

E Estonia

During World War I and World War II, sea mines and wa-
ter-borne unexploded ordnance (UXO) were extensively placed
throughout the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Finland. Consequent-
ly, any growth in maritime commerce or recreation runs the risk
of increased accidents, especially around the Juminda, Pakri, and
Tahkuna Peninsulas, the Prangli Islands, and the Strait of Irbe. Ad-
ditionally, caches of ordnance buried under WWII Soviet and Ger-
man battle lines threaten the stability and security of local popula-
tions, especially during construction projects. Overall, the Estonia
National Demining Center estimates there are a total of 50 square
kilometers affected by ordnance.

From FY1999-FY2009, the Office of Weapons Removal and
Abatement in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Political-
Military Affairs (PM/WRA) invested $1,474,000 in humanitarian

demining activities in Estonia.

In FY2010, PM/WRA spent $1,021,574 to purchase seven ex-
plosive ordnance disposal (EOD) robots and provide International
Mine Action Standards EOD training to technicians to support hu-
manitarian demining in Estonia. In addition, the U.S. Department
of Defense’s European Command invested $175,000 in a U.S. Army
EOD train-the-trainer program to train 18 Estonia Rescue Board
EOD instructors on battle-area clearance using Vallon ferrous loca-

tors and sophisticated computer-plotting software.

Classroom fraining at the Western Estonian Bomb Group.
Photo courtesy of Estonian EOD Center.
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PM/VWRA Country Program Manager Katherine Baker and Nicole O'Brien (U.S.
Embassy, Thilisi) visit Gali Canal minefield, Georgia, in spring 2010.
Photo courtesy of The HALO Trust.

Georgia is contaminated by landmines and unexploded ordnance
(UXO) as a result of inter-ethnic and intra-national conflicts in
South Ossetia from 1988-1993. While most of the remaining ex-
plosive remnants of war (ERW) are in the former separatist region
of Abkhazia, where much of the fighting occurred during those con-
flicts, there are also minefields along Georgia’s international borders,
in the Pankisi and Kodori Gorge, and around former Soviet military
bases. The separatist conflicts in Georgia’s regions of Abkhazia and
South Ossetia remain unresolved. Periodic flare-ups in tension and
violence culminated in a 5-day war in August 2008 between Georgia
and Russia. Though the conflict resulted in additional ERW contam-
ination, the war’s brevity contained this contamination to a relatively
small part of the Shida Kartli region between the cities of Gori and
Tskhinvali, and the land in undisputed Georgia has been returned to
productive use. South Ossetia remains inaccessible. Additionally, 10
confirmed former Soviet Union-mined areas remain within undis-
puted Georgia. Like other former Soviet Union states, Georgia has a
large stockpile of old and out-of-date weaponry.

With funding from the Office of Weapons Removal and Abate-
ment in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Political-Military
Affairs (PM/WRA), The HALO Trust has cleared 97 percent of the
minefields in Abkhazia, undertook ERW clearance in Shida Kar-
tli, and has begun to clear the minefields in undisputed Georgia.
Additionally, PM/WRA has provided assistance to DELTA for the



destruction of Georgia’s aging and excess
munitions. In FY2010, PM/WRA provided
$2,845,000 in funding as follows:

* Information Management and Mine
Action Programs (iMMAP)—$300,000
to facilitate turning over the capabilities,
equipment, and information of the iM-
MAP-managed Explosive Remnants of
War Coordination Center to the Gov-
ernment of Georgia

e HALO—$1.7 million to support the
clearance and Technical Survey of
Georgia’s highest priority Soviet “leg-
acy minefields”

* HALO—$845,000 to complete the
survey and clearance of landmines
and ERW, including abandoned mu-
nitions in the former separatist region

of Abkhazia

Kosovo

During the breakup of Yugoslavia in the
1990s, conflicts between Yugoslavia Security
Forces and the Kosovo Liberation Army, along
with the North Adantic Treaty Organiza-
tion’s airstrikes, led to a significant accumula-
tion of landmines, booby traps, and explosive
remnants of war (ERW) throughout much of
Kosovo. After the end of the conflict in 1999,
as part of its global mission to reduce the hu-
manitarian threat of landmines and ERW, the
Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement
in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) provided
$15.5 million in aid to Kosovo through the
Slovenia-based International Trust Fund for
Demining and Mine Victims Assistance (ITF).

As a result of international humanitarian
mine-action assistance efforts, to which the
U.S. was a major contributor, in 2001 the
United Nations declared that landmines and
ERW in Kosovo were eliminated for the most
part. Some landmines and ERW in rural ar-
eas and remote locations continue to pose a
threat. With considerable U.S. support, an
indigenous demining force was created within
the Kosovo Protection Corps (KPC) to fur-

ther reduce the remaining residual explosive

Regional Approach
to Stockpile Reduction

Humanitarian disasters resulting from the illicit proliferation of weapons or
accidental explosions of stockpiles filled with aged, deteriorating munitions have
the capacity to destabilize individual countries or entire regions. The Regional
Approach to Stockpile Reduction (RASR) is a coordinated and comprehensive
effort to eliminate threats posed by aging, excess, dangerously stored or
poorly secured, unstable, or otherwise hazardous stockpiles of conventional
weapons and munitions in Southeast Europe. To this end, RASR has developed
relationships with numerous partner organizations including the Office of
Weapons Removal and Abatement in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA), U.S. Defense Threat Reduction Agency,

U.S. Defense Ammunition Center, International Trust Fund for Demining and
Mine Victims Assistance, NATO Maintenance and Supply Agency, U.S. European
Command, U.S. Department of Defense Explosives Safety Board, Organization
for Security and Co-operation in Europe, Centre for Security Cooperation, South
Eastern and Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and
Light Weapons, Small Arms Survey, the Swiss Implementation and Verification
Unit, and the United Nations Development Programme.

On 5-7 May 2009, RASR held its inaugural workshop in Zagreb, Croatia.
As a result of this workshop, RASR identified the following five priority issues
related to stockpile reduction:

1. National and regional policy

2 Infrastructure

3. Training, education, and capacity building

4.  Sharing of best practices and other information

5 The standardization of munitions classifications, surveillance systems,

and points of contact

The inaugural workshop was followed by a second workshop on 3-5
November 2009 in Budva, Montenegro, and a third on 2-4 November 2010 in
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. Both of the subsequent workshops focused
on developing practical, effective steps toward progressing in the five identi-
fied areas. Representatives from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Slovenia,
Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and the United States have participated in
one or more of the workshops, as have representatives from all of the afore-

mentioned organizations. More RASR workshops are planned.

RASR

e-mail: info@rasrinitiative.org F“ The Regional Approach
to Stockpile Reduction

Point of Contact:

Regional Approach to Stockpile Reduction

website: www.rasrinitiative.org
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Three humanitarian deminers with what is now the Kosovo Security Force pose
with brand new personal profective equipment and Schonstedt Instrument
Company magnetic locaters that were provided fo them by PM/WRA in October
2009. The Schonstedt magnetic locaters are ideal for finding explosive remnants
of war such as unexploded cluster munitions.

Photo courtesy of Gregor Sancanin.

threat to the civilian population. Following Kosovo’s independence
in 2008, the KPC shut down, and the indigenous demining force
became part of the Kosovo Security Force (KSF).

In FY2010, PM/WRA provided nearly $1.1 million through
the ITF to support a broad array of clearance-related operations in
Kosovo. These activities included training the KSF in the integra-
tion of mine-detection dog (MDD) teams into manual clearance
operations and funding support for residual clearance operations by
two international nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)—Mine
Action and Training (MAT) Mondial and The HALO Trust. This
sponsorship also included MDD support of clearance operations by
the KSF and MAT Mondial, as well as quality assurance/quality con-
trol measures conducted by the Kosovo Mine Action Center, and
mine-risk education and survivors assistance projects provided by the

local NGO, Center for Promotion of Education.

i Lithuania

The Republic of Lithuania remains affected by some scattered
landmines and unexploded ordnance left from combat operations
between German and Soviet forces during World War II. Though
there are no known minefields at present, explosive remnants of war
are still occasionally found. Lithuania possesses some stocks of arms

and munitions that it considers excess to its national security needs.

TO WALK THE EARTH IN SAFETY

In FY2010, the Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement in
the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Political-Military Affairs
(PM/WRA) allocated $500,000 in assistance to the Lithuanian Min-
istry of National Defense for a 2011 project to begin the process of

destroying their excess 