
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Archives Puts Power of Primary Source History in Hands of Teachers  

Texas Instruments Supports Scholarships for Popular National Workshops  

 

Washington, D.C…. Fifty-four teachers from 15 states and three countries expanded their 

own pedagogical horizons this summer by participating in a unique workshop. They were 

this year’s participants in the National Archives’ highly acclaimed Primarily Teaching 

Institute, which provides in-depth training on using primary sources for classroom 

teaching. The training has become more accessible to more teachers in recent years 

thanks to a scholarship program of the Foundation for the National Archives that was 

underwritten again this year by a $20,000 gift from Texas Instruments. 

 

“Primarily Teaching connects educators to primary source records for lessons that 

enhance children’s understanding of our country’s history, society and culture,” said 

Paula Collins, vice president of governmental affairs for Texas Instruments. “We are 

pleased to continue our support for this time-tested training institute. It is one of the many 

ways we partner with the Foundation for the National Archives and other organizations to 

make valuable resources available to teachers and educators.”  

 

Acting Archivist of the United States Adrienne Thomas said, “Primarily Teaching is a 

signature initiative of the National Archives. It has benefitted scores of educators 

throughout the country in the 30 years we have offered the program. The scholarships 

from the Foundation for the National Archives, funded by Texas Instruments, are helping 

another generation of teachers participate in this award-winning program.” 

  

Primarily Teaching was developed by agency education specialists to give teachers 

access to the rich resources of the National Archives and to demonstrate how these 

materials can be used in the classroom. Participants learn how to conduct archival 

research, develop lessons based on primary sources, and present the records in ways that 

sharpen students’ skills and their enthusiasm for history, government, and other subjects.  

 

With the support of the Foundation for the National Archives, more Primarily Teaching 

workshops were presented this summer in more locations across the nation. Nine 

workshops were offered at Presidential Libraries, the National Archives regional 

facilities, and the original site at the National Archives building in Washington D.C. 

Teachers attended sessions at:  the Southwest Region in Fort Worth, Texas; the Great 

Lakes Region in Chicago, Illinois; the National Archives at Kansas City, Missouri; the 
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Eisenhower Presidential Library in Abilene, Kansas; the Rocky Mountain Region in 

Denver, Colorado; the Lyndon B. Johnson Library in Austin, Texas; the Northeast 

Region in Waltham, Massachusetts; and the Pacific Alaska Region in Seattle, 

Washington.  

 

This year’s participants chose to explore such topics as school desegregation, the Works 

Progress Administration, child labor, and the creation of the National Park Service. 

  

Woody Latham, a social studies teacher at Gateway Academy in Houston, is creating a 

lesson plan about immigration from materials he gathered at the session held at the 

National Archives Southwest Region in Fort Worth, Texas. He said, “After the workshop 

my eyes were opened to the benefit of using primary source materials in the classroom.  

It will help students become historians themselves.  Rather than be passive learners they 

can take an active role by making inferences from the documents and analyzing them. 

The kids will eat this up.” 

 

History teacher Sam Reeves of DeKalb High School in DeKalb, Texas, thought the 

workshop at the National Archives Southwest Region in Fort Worth was “fantastic.”  

During the workshop, he researched the school integration attempt at Mansfield High 

School near Fort Worth that took place one year prior to the Little Rock crisis. The 

episode was the first example of a defiant response to a federal court order to integrate 

and is chronicled in the federal court materials at the archives regional center. In the 

spring he plans to introduce his students to the story, present copies of the trial 

documents, and set up a mock trial.    

 

“The Primarily Teaching program developed by the National Archives provides 

teachers with the tools they need to help connect their students to original documents that 

help tell the stories of our nation,” said Foundation for the National Archives Chairman 

and President Ken Lore. “As students experience the new interactive lessons, they will 

discover history from a new perspective and see and hear voices and viewpoints not 

available in traditional history textbooks. The lessons and the format help students draw 

their own conclusions from some of the millions of letters, photographs, and other source 

documents left behind. I applaud Texas Instruments for their support in helping to make 

this wonderful resource available to so teachers throughout the nation.” 

  

About the Foundation for the National Archives 

Created in 1992, the Foundation for the National Archives is an independent nonprofit 

organization committed to increasing public awareness and appreciation of the National 

Archives as an essential resource in the American democracy. The Foundation serves as 

the private-sector partner of the National Archives in the creation of the National 

Archives Experience, a national civic literacy initiative which includes permanent 

exhibits, educational programs, traveling exhibits, special events and screenings, 

educational literature, and historical/records-related products and media.  The Foundation 

supports these activities by generating financial and creative support from individuals, 

foundations and corporations who share a belief in the importance of innovative civics 

education. 
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About the National Archives and Records Administration 

The National Archives and Records Administration is a Federal agency that serves 

American democracy by safeguarding and preserving the records of our government, 

ensuring that the people can discover, use, and learn from this documentary heritage. It 

supports democracy, promotes civic education, and facilitates historical understanding of 

our national experience. Every subject relating to American history is covered in the nine 

billion pages, the millions of photographs, maps and electronic records and the thousands 

of motion pictures and audio recordings that are available to the public at the National 

Archives nationwide. The National Archives maintains 20 regional records facilities and 

12 Presidential libraries nationwide, as well as the Office of the Federal Register, the 

National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), and the 

Information Security Oversight Office (ISOO).  

 

About Texas Instruments 

Texas Instruments (NYSE: TXN) helps customers solve problems and develop new 

electronics that make the world smarter, healthier, safer, greener and more fun.  A global 

semiconductor company, TI innovates through manufacturing, design and sales 

operations in more than 25 countries.  For more information, go to www.ti.com 

 

For more information about Primarily Teaching, visit 

http://www.archives.gov/education/primarily-teaching/. 
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