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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BEFORE THE FEDERA TRAE COMMISSION

COMMISSIONERS: Timothy J. Murs, Chairman
Mozelle W. Thompson
Orson Swindle
Thomas B. Lear
Pamela Jones Harbour

In the Matter of

Docket No. C-4109
File No. 041-0020

American Air Liquide, Inc.,
a corporation

PETITION OF AMERICAN AIR LIQUIDE FOR APPROVAL OF
THE PROPOSED DIVESTITURE OF THE ATMOSPHERIC GASES DIVESTITURE

ASSETS AND BUSINESSES TO MATHESON TRI-GAS

Pursuant to Section 2.41(f) of the Federal Trade Commission

Commission ) Rules of Practice and Procedure, 16 C. R. 2.41(f) (2004), and

Paragraph II.A. of the Decision and Order contained in the Agreement Containing Consent

Orders accepted for public comment in this matter ("Decision and Order ), American Air

Liquide, Inc. ("Air Liquide ) hereby petitions the Commission to approve the divestiture of

the Atmospheric Gases Divestiture Assets and Businesses ! to Matheson Tri-Gas , Inc.

Matheson Tri-Gas ), a Delaware corporation and wholly owned subsidiary of Nippon

All capitalized tenn not defied herein have the meanngs given to them in the Decision and Order
accepted by the Federal Trade Commssion for public comment on April 29, 2004.
Matheson Tri-Gas s pricipal corporate offces are located at 959 Route 46 East, P.O. Box 624 , Parsippany,
New Jersey 07054. A list of Matheson Tri-Gas s offcers and directors is attched at Exhbit 1. Furer
general inormtion about Matheson Tri-Gas can be found at htt://ww.matheson-trgas.com and
htt://ww.trgas.com
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Sanso Corporation of Japan ("Nippon Sanso ),3 or one or more, direct or indirect, wholly-

owned subsidiaries of Matheson Tri-Gas.

Background

On April 15 , 2004 , Air Liquide and the Commission executed an Agreement

Containing Consent Orders that included the Decision and Order and an Order to Hold

Separate and Maintain Assets (collectively, the "Consent Agreement") to settle the

Commission s charges related to the proposed acquisition of Messer Griesheim GmbH (the

Acquisition

). 

On April 29, 2004 , the Commission accepted the Consent Agreement for

public comment, and the acquisition was consummated.

Air Liquide desires to complete the proposed divestiture of the Atmospheric

Gases Divestiture Assets and Businesses to Matheson Tri-Gas as soon as possible

following Commission approval. Prompt consummation wil further the purposes of the

Decision and Order and is in the interests of the Commission, the public, Matheson Tri-

Gas , and Air Liquide because it wil allow Matheson Tri-Gas to move forward with its

business plans for the competitive operation of the Atmospheric Gases Divestiture Assets

and Businesses. It wil also allow Air Liquide to fulfill its obligations under the Consent

Agreement. Air Liquide accordingly requests that the Commission promptly commence

. the period of public comment pursuant to Section 2.41 (f)(2) of the Commission s Rules of

Practice and Procedure, 16 C. R. ~ 2.41(f)(2) (2004), limit the public comment period to

the customary 30-day period, and grant this petition by approving the divestiture of the

General inormtion about Nippon Sano can be found at htt://ww.sanso.co. ip/ip/index.htm
L' Air Liquide , Societe Anonyme a Directoire et Conseil de Sureilance pour L 'Etude et L 'Exploitation
des Procedes Georges Claude consummted the acquisition of Messer Griesheim GmbH, including the
assets comprising Messer Griesheim Industres, Inc. on May 6, 2004. Following consumation, Messer
Griesheim Industres, Inc. was tranferred to Air Liquide. (REDACTED)








































