
Statement made by Sin Tun» Cl\ll'1". b r4t.. , ~ 

Teltll8, June 21, 190? 're.ttmort)' talc. ~ F. W. KCJ'&rlAon4, 

!nspector, through H. K • )'aunS, Chin••• tllte ,r."er • 

._. -. 
Q What t. your surnuaet A J111. 

Q What 1s your individual name? A •

Q, What 1s your marriage name? 

A I naTe no marriage Dame, because I am !lOt Tried.. 

Q What are you dOing 1n lU Pa801 _~t kih4 ot .orkl 

A I baYe been washing kniT•• aDA tor • l"~ 'ftf114 


San Francisco. 	 . 
Q. Where haTe you been ...ah1q 41.~.? 
A At the 25-cent restaurant run }>1 ID'. Yeo. 
'Q When did you cOIIle to lU Paeo? 

A Last yea~ atter the S n Franeisco rl~.' , 

Q, Row long after the rire? ~ Not ~r.y loca. a oU~ AJrtl, 

Q What have you been, dOiag in san Jr~oi.a.' 


A Nothing partloular. I had beeJl atllqtna ClllD... ~re 

tor several yearst , b~t I \ad no p.rt1c~ o~o~~l.~. 
I had beeD staying Ip the la_41'"' or rk¥, 00 ib•• 

Q. ere yoU working 1n the8e ~aundr1e.~ 

A No, I ,hardly did anythiag; I bad te,. stuc171n; ther... 

Q How did you earnyoUl'" liviD" . 

A I ate at the laundries ot lomt a.r ~ .ou.l • 

Q, Where did you get the mone7 to ~ 6rltt 

A I dl dJ1 t t pay s.nything ~ or lIlY' DO..,.4. I .ta)"ati the ll"lpjn 


, them to sort out the olot~.8 tor., bbar4. 
ct Have you always liYN til Sah l'rano1.oo' AYe•• 
Q. 	 What street were you U.h18 til J~t 'bttore ;10\.\.. to 

, Bl P a801 A 114 Dupoa~ .tr.et~ 
Q. Bet"eell .hat two atr••t, 1. tn.t II ~r? 

A Nearest to Comaerc1&1 .treet. but I '.n t em wr thO 0 er. 

Q, Ie ?14 on the lower aide ot th~ treat Qr ~he ~ppe~ 81 " 

A Upper 814e. 

Q \ What street rune the 8Ul8 d1J',o~101l • PO)\~ on tblt up er 


s1de or Dupont street1 
A I don't remember, there a~e ••yer_l. re.~ ~r•• 

Q Name all the street. '\hat yOu can lQ ChfJ1&~~ in S,.JI r&lloJ.t: 
A I don't J"emember any. . 
Q What kind ot bu114tnl ••r. 10Q liTj ~n J ~ b tore yeu 

came here? . 
A The old Spanish building. 

q ,That 1s where you "ere born anet br. ., i, t, 
A Yes. 

Q Now, how do you know that 18 on tba mCP' ~l t UU111VUt
.t:.• t street not the lower" .!4.' 
A I think it 18 on the upper 814•• 
Q Does that building face the bay or the ~o..., 
A I don't know, I only know1t fac.d ~ .tp.et. 
Q Can you see the buildings along the wat.r front t~ 

part ot (~1natcnm where you haTe be.n It'l'llll? 
A No. 
Q, How tar 18 that buildi~8 troe the nearest point Of the 

water front? * Jx".~~".KX••_*_'J'dQIi
iiXixx'.*~CJ'x A Q,u1te a ways, I dont know. 

Q, 'Is 1tone m.i1e or ten milea? 

A I don't know hOY ta.t i8 one Jl11e or ten miles .. 

Q, How are you aClcustomed to estimate distanoe? , 

A I neger 8stlma.te the distanoe and. I don' t know. 


http:8stlma.te
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Q Row many street blocks 1s it about from 714 Dupoa:a, .t,.., 

down to the water f r ont? ' 


A I don', t know; I never counted, but it Js qui te a ...,.. 
Q, Do you think it is as much a8 fifty blocks? A .0. 
Q. Is 1t more than one block? ' A Yea . " 
Q. How much more1 A I don't remember.. 
Q, What is the name of the large towns Juat aoross tbe bay f'r _ 

San Francisco? A oaklam. 

Q, How do you go from San Franc isoo to Oakland? 

A I don't know, because I never went there. , 

Q, Did you ever .ee anybody that did go tram SaD JTanc'.e~t. 


Oakland. A I don't know. 

, Q Did you ever see any of the street Care from oak1an~ ~~lac 

over to San Franc i sco? 
A I may have seen them, but I don't kn~. 
Q Did you ever Bee the water separating san Franciaoo t r_ .o.Jckal 
A Yes, there lsa body of ' water s,eparating t"he!l&. , 
Q, Did you ever go across t he -bridge over that body ot water ' 
A No. 
Q Did you ever hear any of the 0hlnes, speaking about cr o ••1., 

from San Francisco to Oakland on the br1,4ge? 

A No . 

Q. Did you ever hear anybody: speak of the way people ua\a111 

orossed that bay? A No. 

Q How frequently d id the street cars ,run tn Dupont .tre." 

A The street oars passed the re very frequently ,. 

Q, Did t he cars r.un r i ght in front of your door ? A, Ye•• 

Q Was it a double track or single traoJ? 

A Single. . 

Q Where is Commerc i a l s tree t in San Francisco'? 

A It is right a r ound 't he corner 'of Dupont . 

Q, Does Commeroia l street run level, or is it a steep .tr••" 

A Level. 

Q Is Dupont s t r ee t a hi lly or level street? A LeTel. 

Q If you were to turn the corner at your place and 8 0 d~ 

g Commer i cial street, where would it lead you? 

A To the American bus i ness part of the town. 

Q What was t he name of the store occupying the ground f l oor 


of the building where you have, been living? 

A It is a Chinese grocery store, and I don't know the n.-e,


beoause I cannot read English, and I didn ' t s ee any

Chinese. 

Tell me tne name of those ' laundries where you have been l 1Tlng 

with your cousins ? ' 


A , I said i n onl y one l aundry, and its name was Sam Yah, run by 

my Uncle . After the san Franoisoo fire he went back t o Chin 

Where wa.s tha t la undr y ? A I don' t know whe r e 1t was . (a. 
In what part of the t own was it; was it in the white 'portIon 

or Chi nese pDrti on? A Near the Ameri oana. 
Give me the na~es of the prinoipal stores in Chinat own, 

San Fr ancisco? A I don't know of any.
Are the resldence houses of san Francisco mostly briok, or 

stone or frame1 A I don't know; they are brlok, 
stone and frame. 

Q Mostly of what buIlding mate rial? 

A I don't know; I never counted~ 


Q Would you recognize a photograph of the house at 714 Dupont 

street if you saw it? 


A I don't know, perhaps I could before the fire, but if you

have the picture you can let me lee i t it I can. 
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Was that a one , two , or three story building at ·?14 Dupont 
street? A I don ' t know how many stories the , 
bui lding was, but I lived on the second floor. 

Q Who occupied t he floor be l ow you? 

A I don 't know who occ upied it ; it was a Chinese grocery store. 

Q With whom di d you live a t that nmnber? A My father and 


mother 

Q, Where are your f a t her and mother now? 

A MY father, on a ccount of his old age t went ·back to China 


about two years ago, and my moths. died ltng ago.

Q, How recently did you live at tha t number, 714 Dupont street? 

A I didn't live there s i nce a ~ong t ime ago. 

Q . About when di d you move away f rom tnat hQuae? 

A I dontt r emember xma. I moved away fram there after the death 


only (of my .other . 

Q HWw ol d were you when your mother died? 

A I don't know. 	 . . 
Q. Your mother is not dead yet , 1s she ? A Yes, ahe 18 4••4. 

Q, Of tdlat d.id she d i e ? A I don't know; ahe cUed 'of .1om•••• 

Q. Who i s the r e is San Franc iSCO that we can write to DOW to ' 

-
 . see i t'- you were .born there? A . ' I don- t know, 

I have no particular acquaintanoe in San lranc••oo. 

My uncle has gone back to China. 


Do y ou know the name of a . s ingle peraon 1n San Franoiaoo? ~ Yes , 	 I know a c'ousin of mine, but I don't know where he 

lives, and I don't belieTe ~ wo uld 40 aQ1~lns lD 

my behalf. 


Q, What 1s h is name ? A J in Yah Heung. 
Q. . How much d i d you pay for a ticket trom San ~ol.eo ~r.' 
A I don't know , my Uncle got the railroad tioket tot". 
Q. Before the fire ? A No. att.r the f Ire. . 

Q Wha t uncle wa.s that? A iii father'. 'brotber. 

Q, Where is that uncle now? A 111 CDUDa. 

Q l/he4 did he go back to Chtu? . A Alte.. tM fire. ~ at"UP 


he went away fr~ san !raneS.co. 
Q. . Rave you any idea how muCh 'h e paid. for 1I1at ~iokO" -A No. 
Q, It you haven't any pr~ot to otf_r ~t 70ur rlCht ~. ,...ala . 

in t he un! ted state~ t what 40 10U upeet u. to. d O lIi* ~ou1 
,It. I don't know : 
Q. Can you speak any Engl1ah? A ­
Q What is the Chinese 'name tor tbe -.tIere T.U ..r. be".t 
A DiLl Foy. . 
Q, Wha t 1s. the English name of the . .he... lOU ..... ltorn 

and brought up ? A I ,clOD''t, knqw. I 4an'\ bow ~ 
. EngliBh. ­

Di d you ever anybody pro~ounc ... th. nat o~ _e oS. 
where you were born in In<<11.h' 

A I may have heard it; but I don·t lal(J'f . 

Q can you ~ee the ves sels in the bay ' tro- ~ par t .t Cb1na~o.a 


. where you lived'l .A . Woo 
Q, How many Chinese theatre. in BaA Yrancleoo' 
A I don ' t know; I did not go to the tbeatre. 

<t Is San Francisco a level or hi lly c,~, A L...l . 

Q, Is Chinatown as level a8 the .bualn• • • part or n "'Q'

A Sometimes it is level, and aa.e t tme. not _ 

Q, When .di d you come across ~. rlYer? 

A I came f r om San Frane1l1co; I don't mow where t C1 01"088. 

Q D1 d you come a l l the 'flay _ San J'ra,no1aco by t raSn . or Pltrt 


of t he way b;r boat? (tr-_ 1 
A All the way by t rain. 
Q, How many hours about were y ou _ the tral»? 
A ~ think 1 t wae a 11ttl. ov.r ~o .,.. afti __~ .t_.. 
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." What color is the 1l8ngoliaa? 

A I don' t know, I never ea. t t ~e1t . 

Q, W'ha t oolor a.re the Japanes. baau' 

A I don t t know; I never saw them ~••lt t j

W
Q, It, you have any proof' to offer or ttitJr r 1 

the united state.,. ..e ,,111 11-"# to i\. 

YOll to sara 

A I have got no parti oult.r proot. t>...~• ., 
aJq'. 'When h' 'Went "to Chi ht laiCl 
but I didn't obeT_ 

What hour of the da,. 414 tbe ,*, wl'lo-'k 
San Francieco? 

I don't know what till' 1t 'WIUI. but j.. wa_ CJ1\Jai l1$ • t ~ te 
b,etween 6 and e. 

Was it betor~ bre&ld'aat t ll'r a1t r bte~. t t••, 
~etore breakfast time. 

Where were you at that hour' A tn.. Ol~'. 1 d..,..
Where abouts 18 that? A I c.b'JI'~ tIl.-. 

Is tl1a t laundr)' a one-• ••", uI,),d1nc or taU bulld1..,

It was only a one- story buS141Dl. . 

Frame or brick? At 13rlo}c.

DId it burn downt A Y••• 
Where did you stay in san haoc'soo "t.,. the fl 
No particular plac. ', I huq .bout. ~r• .ncl tlwre ~... 11. 

u.t t 
, 

open a,ir wi th .Qu. Of the ....-t 01 t.M .. o?l... .. 
l!y uncle otier$4 t~ 'an a, ,. Chi.. u, ~ d.l Qft 

, 80 he gaTe ~e tbe r~ilro-' t~Ok.t to 0 ...rt . . 

Q,Q. 'Who met you at t ·be aUt10n here' A. llOb.&y . 


Row lQng ba'Ve 'you been wor1t:illl , ..t ~l)e ,)_c. Wber. O\l wer. 

arreeted today? A , .A 10118 Wl1 , • goQ4 1A&Il~.... .. 


A Have you been .orking th8,.~ aU .r tht. 7••r1 

A No ,. I 1h1nJc I we-nt tiler. the ttl'at,_ ~.~0tIA th1r~ ,r tOW'~ 


month. "ell. ltt lQ. eM, 1 Ul1JUC t ...nt t.rt ,w ~ 

about tl:le t1r.t part ot the tour~ •••~. 


Q, What Chinese ~o4th 11 this QOW-? 

A I don' t know whether 1t 1 s the !'\h Or 6'Ul ...~. 


Q. You have not been at that plaoe th.JI 0- ~ GP t.)l :pe Y'1J 

A No more than than that. ' 

Q, Itow much money do they pay you. at tlat ,lae.' 

A A few dollars a week . 

Q. Well , how _ny 1$ a tn? A 71ve 4011ar8 a -...It. 

Q, And how many dollars have you earnod at ' that pl'~••1tOl.~t 

A I have not got a Single dollar DOW, beoau.e I .pt~t tU ~.t 


Just as tast al I .aMl~4 1t. 

Q Wha. t I mean is t how many payment. have they mac1e you of 


five dollars eaCh? . 

A A good ma.ny, I dOl'l't remember how maP7, I tbink it was tour,


fiTe .or six times. 

Q, Do you know any white people 1n' San Francisco? A .0. 

Q. Didn't you eTer know any white people in San Franclaeo? 

A Yes, but I don't rem~be~ t~~. 

Q Then you cannot get any wItnesses trom a.ong ~e white people 


of that city can you? 

A No, becaus'e I don't know. any of them. 

Q, Did you ever see any white people in San Francisco? 

A Yes, but I have no businese delalng with them , and don't 


knoW' them. 

a 
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