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Suggested Topics for . . . 

National History Day 2012:  
Revolution, Reaction, and Reform in History 

Supported by Original Primary Sources within the Holdings of the 
National Archives at Atlanta 

• Reaction to European Hunger: The United States Food Administration and World War I 
 

• The National Recovery Administration (NRA): Reaction to the Great Depression, the Attempted 
Reform of Government’s role with Business and Industry, and America’s Reaction to the NRA. 
 

• Reaction to Brown v. Board: Integration Reform in the Nation’s Schools  
 

• A Nation Reacts to War: The Federal Government Takes Over the Railroads, 1917-1920 
 

• The Beginnings of the Veterans Administration: A Nation Reacts to Forgotten Servicemen-But 
Has the Reform Been Enough? 
 

• Reaction and Reform: The NAACP, Thurgood Marshall, and Equal Pay for Black Teachers 
 

• Reaction and Reform: The Story of George Elmore and His Fight for His Right to Vote, 1946 
 

• Revolution, Reaction, and Reform: Browder v. Gayle and Victory for the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott 
 

• Reaction to Segregated Schools and Eventual Reform:  Briggs v. Elliott, the First Case of What 
Will Become Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka 
 

• Reaction, Reform, and Activism in the Federal Courts: J. Waties Waring and His Pro-Civil 
Rights Rulings, 1942-1952 
 

• Reaction to Eminent Domain: People Moved Off Their Land for the Creation of Smoky 
Mountain National Park 
 

• Reaction to Reform: The Tennessee Electric Power Company v. the Tennessee Valley Authority 
 

• Sacrifice for Progress: The Reaction of a People Told to Move for the Promise of Reform 
Brought on by the Tennessee Valley Authority 
 

• Reaction to War Time Demand: Women Join the Work Force and Spark Labor Reform 
 

• Reaction and the Promise of Reform: The Failure of the Fair Employment Practices Commission 
to Bring Equality to the War Industries of the South 
 

• Reaction to Sputnik: Werner von Braun Launches the Space Program 
 



 

• Reaction to German Physics: The Story of the Manhattan Project 
 

• Revolution and Reaction: The Growth of Nuclear Power and a Nation’s Rejection of that Power 
 

• Reform in the Work Place: The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and its Reaction to 
Discrimination 
 

• Reaction and Reform:  Improved Conditions in the Mining Industry 
 

•  Unsafe at Any Speed: Furr v. General Motors, the Corvair, Ralph Nadar, and the Birth of 
Consumer Reports 
 

• Reaction and Reform: The Growth of the Environmental Protection Agency and Changing 
Views on Pollution and the Planet 
 

• Reaction and Revolution: The Eradication of Polio in the United States 
 

• Reaction and Revolution: The Eradication of Tuberculosis in the United States 
 

• Reaction and Reform: The TVA vs. the Endangered Species Act, or How the Lowly Snail Darter 
brought Construction to a Halt 
 

• Reaction to Reform: The Revenuers vs. the Moonshiners  
 

• Reaction and Eventual Reform: The Leo Frank Case and Anti-Semitism in the South 
 

• Reaction that Started a Revolution: Wittkamper vs. the Americus Board of Education: 
Discrimination Against Students from Integrated Koinonia Farms (Koinonia Farms is the birth 
place of Habitat for Humanity) 

Suggested Topics  
Supported by the Microfilm Holdings of the  

National Archives at Atlanta 
 

• The Freedmen’s Bureau: The Federal Government’s Reaction to the End of Slavery 
 

• The Government of Revolution: The Records of the Continental Congress 
 

• Reaction and Reform: The Microfilm of Andersonville Prison Camp 
 

• Reactions to Crimes Against Humanity: The Nuremberg Trials 
 

• Reactions to the Problems of Relief and Refugees at the End of World War II in Europe 
 

The National Archives at Atlanta holds approximately 200,000 cubic feet of Federal records from eight 
southeastern states.  With documents dating from the 1700s through near the present, our holdings 
record much of the rich history of the South.  For more information about our holdings or to schedule an 
educational research trip to our facility, contact our Education Specialist. 
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