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K Is for Keelboat
Grade Five

OBJECTIVES
As a group, students will explore the significance of the keelboat in Lewis and Clark’s
journey as a result of the Louisiana Purchase.  Students will identify key themes relating
to the Lewis and Clark Expedition and will classify and describe these themes accord-
ing to a defined written format.

CLASS TIME
Five 45- to 60-minute sessions

NATIONAL STANDARDS
This lesson plan reflects some of the national standards of learning as defined by the
National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS), the National Council for Teachers of
English (NCTE), and the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE).
These standards are listed below:
• Social Studies:  Time, Continuity, and Change
• Social Studies:  People, Places, and Environments
• Social Studies:  Science, Technology, and Society
• Language Arts:  Students read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an

understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and
the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of
society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment.  Among these texts are
fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works.

• Language Arts:  Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language
(e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of
audiences and for different purposes.

• Language Arts:  Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use
different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different
audiences for a variety of purposes.

• Language Arts:  Students use a variety of technological and information resources
(e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize
information and to create and communicate knowledge.

• Language Arts:  Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish
their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of
information).

• Technology:  Basic Operations and Concepts
• Technology:  Technology Research Tools
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MATERIALS
• 1 overhead projector
• 1 overhead transparency of each of the following:

– “Louisiana Territory” map from the Resource Guide
– Keelboat Nickel from the Resource Guide

• Chart paper
• Markers
• 1 overhead transparency marker (optional)
• Keelboat Nickels
• 1 copy of an appropriate book that provides an example of the alphabet book format,

such as:
– A is for America, An American Alphabet by Devin Scillian
– M is for Majestic: A National Parks Alphabet by David Domeniconi
– Capital!  Washington from A to Z by Linda Krauss Melmed
– S is for Show Me: A Missouri Alphabet by Judy Young

• Tape
• Copies of each of the following:

– “ABCs of Lewis and Clark” worksheet
– “Keelboat Data Sheet” (optional)
– “Alphabet Fact” worksheet
– “Alphabet Letter Page Guide”

• A selection of appropriate resources that provide accurate information about the
details of Lewis and Clark’s journey, including encyclopedias, reference books,
magazines, Internet sites, and the Lewis and Clark journals.

• Computers with Internet access (optional)
• 11x14 white drawing (construction) paper
• Colored pencils or markers
• Plastic book binding
• Index cards

PREPARATIONS
• Make one overhead transparency of each of the following:

– “Louisiana Territory” map from the Resource Guide.
– Keelboat Nickel from the Resource Guide.
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• Gather several Keelboat Nickels (1 per student).
• Locate an appropriate text that provides an example of the alphabet book format (see

examples under “Materials”).
• Write each letter of the alphabet at the top of a different piece of chart paper.
• Make copies of each of the following:

– “ABCs of Lewis and Clark” worksheet (1 per student).
– “Keelboat Data Sheet” (1 per student).
– “Alphabet Fact” worksheet (1 per student).
– “Alphabet Letter Page Guide” (1 copy).

• Locate a selection of appropriate resources that provide accurate information about
the details of Lewis and Clark’s journey (see examples under “Materials”).

• Arrange to use the school computer lab for two class sessions (optional).
• Bookmark appropriate Internet sites (optional).

GROUPINGS
• Whole group
• Small group
• Independent work

TERMS AND CONCEPTS
Obverse (heads) Reverse (tails) Lewis and Clark Bicentennial
Louisiana Purchase Corps of Discovery Keelboat

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
Students should have a basic knowledge of:
• Circulating coins
• Research skills
• Lewis and Clark and the Corps of Discovery

STEPS
Session 1
1. Display the overhead transparency of the “Louisiana Territory” map.  Explain that

our country was not always the same shape that it is today.  Show the students the
section of the country that existed before the Louisiana Purchase.
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2. Draw a concept web on chart paper, writing “Lewis and Clark” in the middle circle.
Have the students brainstorm what they know about Lewis and Clark and record
responses on the web.

3. Use the concept map to guide a discussion about Lewis and Clark and the Louisiana
Purchase.  Be sure to discuss that, in the early 19th century, President Jefferson
bought the territory shown on this map as part of the Louisiana Purchase.  He then
sent a team of explorers who were lead by two men, named Meriwether Lewis and
William Clark, to explore this new land.

4. Using the “Louisiana Territory” map, show the students the area that Lewis and
Clark explored.  Note the territory’s position in relation to your school’s location.

5. Explain that one of President Thomas Jefferson’s missions for Lewis and Clark was
to find a passage to the Pacific Ocean from the eastern states.  Another important
mission for this journey was to record information about the plants, animals, and
American Indians that they came across.  Add this information to the Lewis and
Clark concept map.

6. Follow Lewis and Clark’s route with your finger or an overhead marker, and point
out that the explorers traveled over both land and water.  Ask the students to brain-
storm the modes of transportation that Lewis and Clark may have used during their
journey.

7. Explain that, starting in 2004 and continuing through 2005, our country is changing
its nickels to tell the story of Lewis and Clark and their explorations of our country’s
western lands 200 years ago.  Display the Keelboat Nickel overhead transparency.
Explain that the keelboat portrayed on the coin was the primary vessel used during
the first part of Lewis and Clark’s journey.

8. Distribute a Keelboat Nickel to students and allow them to examine each side.
9. Explain the terms “obverse” and “reverse” and ask students to describe the image on

the coin’s obverse.  They should realize that this image of President Thomas
Jefferson is the same as that on the pre-2004 Monticello nickel obverse.

10.Ask students to examine the image on the coin’s reverse.  Direct students to discuss
why this boat might have been important to the expedition and how it might have
helped Lewis and Clark achieve their mission from the President.  Encourage the
students to make observations about the boat’s characteristics.  Guide the students to
discuss how the keelboat might have helped Lewis and Clark in their mission to
observe and record information about the plants, animals, and people they encoun-
tered along the way.

11.Explain that the keelboat was important to Lewis and Clark’s expedition because it
carried the first key items and information they discovered back to St. Louis.  Add
this information to the Lewis and Clark concept map.
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12.Collect all of the Keelboat Nickels.
13.Explain that the students will have the opportunity to learn more about the keelboat

and other aspects of the Lewis and Clark Expedition through a research project.
Inform the students that they will be taking notes on key people, events, and other
important information, which will be compiled into an alphabet book on the journey
of Lewis and Clark.

14.Introduce students to the selected text.  Read the selected text aloud to the class,
asking students to note the format of an alphabet book.  After reading, ask students
to define the format parameters of an alphabet book.  Guide the students to consider
the author’s decision-making process in determining the overall book concept.  How
does the author build on this concept through the words represented by each indi-
vidual letter?  Guide students to the realization that authors use a keyword on each
alphabet letter page and that the selected keyword denotes an important topic.

15.Display large pieces of chart paper around the room, each with a different letter of
the alphabet written at the top.

16.Distribute one “ABCs of Lewis and Clark” worksheet to each student.
17.Model the class research process by referring to the Lewis and Clark concept map

designed earlier in the class period.  Ask the students to select information from this
map and discuss its relevance to the Expedition.  Select a letter that corresponds
with the keyword in each response and record it on that letter’s piece of chart paper.
For example, students may point out that the keelboat was the main vessel in Lewis
and Clark’s travels and was used for shelter, protection, and hauling important cargo
back to Thomas Jefferson.  Add this information to the “K” chart paper for the word
“keelboat.”

18.Provide students with an ample selection of research materials such as books,
magazines, Internet sites, and encyclopedias.  Direct students to use these resources
to research important information about Lewis and Clark’s journey.

19.Allow the students to begin their individual research.  Remind them to record
important information on their individual “ABCs of Lewis and Clark” worksheets.
Inform the students that they should be able to find information for most of the
boxes on their chart and that some of the letter boxes will fill more quickly than
others.  Also tell students that they may record multiple appropriate key words in
each box.

20.Allow students to start their research during the remaining class time.

Session 2
1. Review the assignment given during Session 1.  Remind the students to look for key

places, people, and ideas from the Expedition and to record their findings in the
appropriate boxes of the “ABCs of Lewis and Clark” worksheet.
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2. Provide students with the same research materials from the previous session and
direct them to complete their research.

3. Have the students meet in groups of four to share their “ABCs of Lewis and Clark”
worksheets.  Direct the students to fill in any gaps in their research and to discuss
the most important ideas under each letter.

Session 3
1. Have the students add their individual research from the “ABCs of Lewis and Clark”

worksheets onto the class alphabet charts displayed around the room.  Do not allow
students to repeat ideas on the class chart (even if they are recorded under different
letters).

2. If certain letters appear to have too little information, direct the students to speed
research that letter for ten minutes.  Record student research on the corresponding
class letter chart.

3. Remind students about the ABC example text read in Session 1, discussing how the
author chose one key word to represent each letter.  Have students discuss how they
would decide upon a key word for each letter.

4. Explain that the bicentennial of the Louisiana Purchase and the Lewis and Clark
Expedition will be celebrated from 2003 to 2006.  Mention that there have been
other coins created to honor the Louisiana Purchase and the Lewis and Clark Expe-
dition (the Peace Medal Nickel, the Missouri quarter, the Louisiana quarter, the
Golden Dollar, the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial silver dollar, the Lewis and Clark
commemorative gold dollar).  Explain that each of these coins depicts an important
person, place, or event from the Expedition.  If possible, show images of each of
these coins and add the coin names to the large alphabet chart.

5. Direct the students to walk around the room, reading the information on each letter
chart.  Have the students place a check mark next to what they feel is the most
important person, place, thing, or event under each letter with a pen or a pencil.
Explain to students that they should only check one item on each letter chart.

6. Discuss findings with the students, highlighting the key people, places, information,
and events.  Allow student volunteers to explain the rationale behind their check
marks under each letter.

7. Explain to the students that they will each be responsible for creating one of the
letter pages that will make up the class alphabet book.

8. Model the design and construction of one of the alphabet book pages with the
students, using the “Alphabet Letter Page Guide” as a template.  On a piece of chart
paper, write in large letters at the top of the page “K is for _______________.”
Have the class discuss ideas for the topic of this page, based on the most important
information on the class letter chart for “K.”  Direct students to select the keelboat
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as the most important idea in the “K” chart, and therefore the topic of this page.  Write
in the word “keelboat” on the blank line.

9. Have students brainstorm information on the keelboat that would be important to
include on the page.  Record these ideas on the board.  If necessary, add important
information about the keelboat, referring to the “Keelboat” data sheet.  Include all of
this important information in a paragraph about the keelboat on the “K” page.

10.Create an illustration of the keelboat on the “K” page.
11.At the bottom, include a picture of the Keelboat Nickel.  Explain that on the students’

pages, they will design a nickel reverse that depicts the main ideas of their letter page.
12.Keep this “K” page displayed throughout the rest of the sessions as a guide for stu-

dents.
13.Randomly assign each student one letter of the alphabet for his or her book page,

keeping “K” as an example page for the students.
14.Distribute an “Alphabet Fact” worksheet to each student and have each student write

his or her name and assigned letter at the top of the page.  Explain that this is the
worksheet for compiling information on their one letter, and will be used as a rough
draft for the book page.

15.Allow the students time to record the information on the class letter charts for their
“Alphabet Fact” worksheet.

 Session 4
1. Direct the students to review the items posted on the large alphabet chart and talk with

other students about ideas and facts for their book pages.
2. Distribute a piece of white drawing paper to each student, telling them which way to

hold the paper (horizontally or vertically) so all of the book pages face the same
direction.

3. Explain that using the information from their “Alphabet Facts” sheet, students need to
write a paragraph combining key ideas from their assigned alphabet letter.  Remind
students that they are also responsible for including an illustration and a coin design.
Refer to the “K” page as a guide, if necessary.

4. Have the students begin writing and creating their pictures and coin images on the
white drawing paper.  Encourage them to check with each other about accuracy of
information as well as proofreading techniques.

5. As each student completes all the parts of the page, have him or her share their page
with a partner.  If a student finishes early, you may want to have him or her create a
cover page for the book.

6. When the entire class is finished, place the letter pages in alphabetical order and have
the book bound.

K Is for Keelboat
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Session 5
1. Have students present their letter pages to the class, starting with the letter “A.”

Direct each student to read the paragraph, show the illustration, and explain both the
features of his or her coin design.  Encourage other students to make note of any new
ideas on index cards.  (The cards can be used later for games and review sessions.)

2. The alphabet book can be placed in the library for other students to examine at their
leisure.  The students may want to present their  “K Is for Keelboat” book to their
book buddies or younger classes in the school.

3. As a culminating activity, list all 26 words from the class alphabet book on the board.
Have students write a composition about Lewis and Clark’s journey that uses all 26
words.  The first paragraph of the composition will be about the preparation and
mission of the Expedition.  The second paragraph will be about the journey out to the
Pacific Ocean.  The third paragraph will be about Lewis and Clark’s interactions with
the American Indians.  The fourth paragraph will be about the journey back to St.
Louis.  The last paragraph will discuss the significance of the Expedition to United
States history.

4. Allow students to use the alphabet letter charts displayed around the room and the
class alphabet book as reference for their compositions.

5. When students have finished, collect the compositions for assessment.

ASSESSMENT
• Assess information on the completed book pages and student compositions.
• Have the students present the completed material to classmates and younger students.

ENRICHMENTS/EXTENSIONS
• Have the student create a model of the keelboat or of other concrete items that they’ve

researched.
• Have students write a persuasive essay on the importance of continual exploration for

future generations.
• Create a board game showing the challenges the Corps of Discovery faced and the

discoveries that they made.
• Have students write a descriptive paragraph about other coins that have significance in

the Lewis and Clark Expedition.

K Is for Keelboat
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DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING OPTIONS
• Allow students to work together when researching information.
• When recording researched information, allow use of a tape recorder, portable word

processor, or a scribe.
• Students can work in pairs or small groups when creating their letter page for the

class book.
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DIRECTIONS
1. Some Internet resources are listed below to help guide

you in your search for information about Lewis and
Clark and the Corps of Discovery.

2. Explore such sites and write any imporant notes on the
back of this worksheet.

3. Each letter of the alphabet is in a box, try to get as
many ideas and facts as you can for each letter.  Re-
member, you can write about people, places, ideas,
dates, anything you find that you think is important.  The
information will be compiled and shared later in class.

4. You may want to work with a partner—split the alpha-
bet in half and then share your findings.

RESOURCES
Internet resources like those listed below may help with
your research:
• http://www.usmint.gov/mint_programs/
• http://www.lewisandclarkexhibit.org
• http://www.nationalgeographic.com/lewisandclark/
• http://www.lewisandclarkcenter.org/keel.html
• http://www.nps.gov/lecl/
• http://www.lewisandclarkexhibit.org/

interactive_index_flash.html?2_1_0

Name___________________________________
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ABCs of Lewis and Clark
Page 1

Name______________________________

A B C D

E F G H

I J K L

M N O P
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Page 2

Q R S T

U V W X

Y Z OTHER NOTES
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Alphabet Letter Page Guide
Suggested Layouts

[Paragraph and
student drawings]

HORIZONTAL
Suggested horizontal format on 11x14
white drawing paper

VERTICAL
Suggested vertical format on 11x14
white drawing paper

__(Letter) is for _______ Facts:

Student
coin image

Student
coin image

__(Letter) is for __________

Facts:

[Paragraph and
student drawings]
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Keelboat Data Sheet

• Length:  55 feet
• Height:  130 inches
• Width:  8 feet 6 inches
• Empty Weight:  7 tons

• Draft:  20 inches
• Mast:  32 feet high
• Capacity:  12 to 14 tons

of supplies, equipment,
and crew

A keelboat has a keel (a ridge
that protrudes down the center
of the bottom) to help it go
straight in the water.  The
keelboat was the workhorse of
the rivers.  This boat could be
sailed, rowed, poled like a
raft, or towed from out-
side.

Rowing with the 21
oars was the more reliable
way to move the boat
forward, but very hard work.  When rowing was impossible,
the men had to push the boat forward with long poles, or
pull it with a long rope attached to the mast.  The men
would get on the shore or in the river itself and pull the
boat upriver.

The keelboat had walkways along the sides from
which men could pole.  They would stand at the bow fac-
ing the stern, stick a long pole into the river bed, and push
while walking toward the stern, thus moving the boat for-
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Alphabet Fact Sheet
Name__________________________________________________

FACTS ABOUT THE INFORMATION

Your letter_______

MAIN IDEAS;
KEY PEOPLE, PLACES, EVENTS


