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1: Symbols in My Eyes
Based on the Oklahoma quarter reverse

OBJECTIVE
Students will understand the importance and use of symbols.

MATERIALS
• 1 overhead projector (optional)
• 1 overhead transparency (or photocopy) of the “Oklahoma Quarter Reverse” page
• 1 overhead transparency of the “Class Coin” worksheet
• “Class Coin” worksheet
• “Oklahoma Quarter Reverse” page (optional)
• 1 class map of the United States
• 1 copy of a text that gives information about symbols.  For example:

– I Read Symbols by Tana Hoban
– U.S.  Symbols by Ann-Marie Kishel
– S is for Sooner by Devin Scillian
– Oklahoma Facts and Symbols (The States and Their Symbols) by Karen Bush

Gibson
• Chart paper
• Markers
• Drawing paper
• Pencils
• Crayons

PREPARATIONS
• Make an overhead transparency (or photocopy) of each of the following:

– “Oklahoma Quarter Reverse” page
– “Class Coin” worksheet

• Make copies of each of the following:
– “Oklahoma Quarter Reverse” page (1 per student) (optional)
– “Class Coin” worksheet (1 per student)

• Locate a text that gives information about symbols (see examples under “Materi-
als”).
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GROUPINGS
• Whole group
• Individual work

CLASS TIME
Two 20- to 30-minute sessions

CONNECTIONS
• Social Studies
• Language Arts

TERMS AND CONCEPTS
• Quarter • Obverse (front)
• Reverse (back) • Symbols
• Scissor-tailed flycatcher • Indian blanket

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
Students should have a basic knowledge of symbols of the United States of America.

STEPS
Session 1
1. Discuss the term “symbol” with the students.  Tell the students that a symbol is

something that represents or stands for another thing.  Write the definition at the top
of a piece of chart paper.

2. Ask the students to give some examples of symbols and record their responses on
the chart paper.  Student responses may include a red octagon for a stop sign or a
book for a library.

3. Introduce the students to the selected text on symbols.  Preview the text and illustra-
tions and allow the students to generate observations about symbols.

4. Read the text aloud.  During the reading, attend to any unfamiliar vocabulary and
discuss symbols again and what symbols they noticed in the text.  List the responses
on the chart paper.
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5. After the reading, discuss symbols that represent the United States of America (for
example:  bald eagle, American flag, Statue of Liberty).  Record these on the chart
paper and label them.

6. Distribute a piece of drawing paper to each student.  Direct the students to draw
some symbols that represent the United States of America.

7. Share the drawings with the class and display them in the classroom.

Session 2
1. Review the previous session and discussion on symbols.
2. Describe the 50 State Quarters® Program for background information, if necessary,

using the example of your own state, if available.  Then display the transparency or
photocopy of the Oklahoma quarter reverse, mentioning that an image must be
special to be on a quarter.  Locate Oklahoma on a classroom map.  Note its position
in relation to your school’s location.

3. Tell the students that the back of a coin is also called the reverse, and “obverse” is
another name for the front of a coin.  With the students, examine the design on the
Oklahoma quarter.  Look at the images on the coin.  Discuss that the bird is called
the scissor-tailed flycatcher, the state bird of Oklahoma and the flowers are the
Indian blanket, the state wildflower.  Show them the date at the top of the coin and
tell them that is the date Oklahoma became part of the United States.

4. Ask the students why these symbols may have been chosen to be used on the coin.
Tell the students that the symbols represent Oklahoma because they are the state
bird and wildflower.  Introduce to the students (or remind them of) their own state
bird and wildflower.

5. Review the symbols collected on the previous session’s chart paper.
6. Discuss some examples of symbols that could represent the class.  List them on

chart paper.
7. Distribute a “Class Coin” worksheet to each student.  Explain to the students that

they are to pick at least three symbols that represent the class and draw them on the
coin.  Model this activity using the list on the chart paper.

8. After allowing time for the students to finish the coin worksheet, share the coins
with the class.

9. Review the various symbols and what they stand for.
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ASSESSMENT
• Take anecdotal notes about the students’ participation in class discussions.
• Evaluate the students’ worksheets for understanding of the lesson objectives.

ENRICHMENTS/EXTENSIONS
• Have students create a coin to represent the United States of America using various

symbols.
• Have students research their home state.  Have students create a new coin design for

their state using state symbols.
• Have students create a class book in which they create a symbol to represent them-

selves or their family.  Have them use drawings and include a sentence or two about
why the symbol was chosen.

DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING OPTIONS
• Allow students to work in pairs.
• Have students use texts at various reading levels for their research materials.
• Allow students to use clip art for the class coin.
• Allow students to use a scribe rather than write the description.

CONNECTION TO WWW.USMINT.GOV/KIDS
Have students learn more about symbols using the Texas quarter lesson plan at
www.usmint.gov/kids/teachers/lessonPlans/50sq/2004/_k01-3.pdf.
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Class Coin
Name _________________________

Directions:  Draw three symbols of your class on the coin below.
Write what the symbols mean on the lines beneath the coin.
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