C enter for B ehavioral H ealth S tatistics and Q uality

Data Spotlight
December 20, 2011
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Drug-Related Emergency Department
Visits and the Follow-Up Care of Patients
Experiencing Homelessness

Percentage of ED Visits

Emergency departments (EDs) serve as a critical gateway for persons experiencing homelessness
to access care for both acute and chronic physical and mental illness. Adults experiencing
homelessness who have substance-related problems are markedly more likely than those who
are not homeless to obtain medical care through costly ED services.1 In 2009 and 2010, almost
two thirds (63 percent) of the 106,495 drug-related ED visits by adult patients experiencing
homelessness resulted in follow-up care at the ED hospital or other health facility or referral to a
substance abuse treatment program (Figure). In contrast, 43 percent of ED visits by adults who
were not homeless resulted in
follow-up care.
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Source: The Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN) is a public health surveillance system that monitors drug-related hospital emergency
department visits and drug-related deaths to track the impact of drug use, misuse, and abuse in the United States.
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