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Percentages of AIDS Diagnoses among Adults and 
Adolescents, by Transmission Category and Year of Diagnosis, 

1985–2010—United States and 6 U.S. Dependent Areas 

Note. All displayed data have been statistically adjusted to account for reporting delays and missing risk factor information, but not 
for incomplete reporting. 

a Heterosexual contact with a person known to have, or to be at high risk for, HIV infection. 
b Includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, perinatal exposure, and risk factor not reported or not identified. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The percentage distribution of AIDS diagnoses by transmission category has shifted since the beginning of the epidemic. In 1985, male-to-male sexual contact accounted for an estimated 65% of all AIDS diagnoses; this proportion reached its lowest point in 1999 at 40% of diagnoses. Since then, the percentage of AIDS diagnoses among persons with HIV infection attributed to male-to-male sexual contact has increased and in 2010 this transmission category accounted for 50% of all AIDS diagnoses.
 
The estimated percentage of AIDS diagnoses among persons with HIV infection attributed to injection drug use increased from 20% to 31% during 1985–1993 and decreased since that time accounting for 14% of diagnoses in 2010. 
 
The estimated percentage of AIDS diagnoses among persons with HIV infection attributed to male-to-male sexual contact and injection drug use decreased from 9% in 1985 to 4% in 2010. 
 
The estimated percentage of AIDS diagnoses among persons with HIV infection attributed to heterosexual contact increased from 3% in 1985 to 31% in 2010. 
 
The remaining AIDS diagnoses were among persons with HIV infection attributed to hemophilia or the receipt of blood or blood products, perinatal exposure, and those in persons without an identified risk factor.
 
All displayed data are estimates. Estimated numbers resulted from statistical adjustment that accounted for reporting delays and missing risk-factor information, but not for incomplete reporting.
 
Heterosexual contact is with a person known to have, or to be at high risk for, HIV infection.




