
PARTNERSIDP AGREEMENT 
Betw .... 

The U.S. Srnan B_siD." Admin\rir.tioD 
And 

The U.S. Department of Agrh:ulture 

Sections 76) and 8(.) of lb. Small Business Aot (th. Ant)(IS U.S.C. I§ 636 m and 
637(0» authon .. the U. S. Small Business AdJnjni"'ation (SBA) to estabUsh a bu,iness 
development program, which is kno'Wn as thG S{a) Busin~ss ~elapment (BO) Program. 
The Sea) BD program promotes the development of small business concerns owned al1d 
controlled by socially and eoonomicaHy disadvantaged individuals so that such concerns 
can compete in the mainstream afth. American economy. (15 U.S.C. § 63 I (f)(2)). Small 
business developma'lt is accomplished by providing vanouli fann! ofmanagemenr, 
tee-bnical, financial and procurement assistance. Additionally, pursuant to section 8(a} of 
the Act, SBA is a.utlxn+zed to enter into all types of contracts with Q(ber Fodera! agencies 
and to subcontract the performance QfUlese contracts to qualified Participants in the 8(a) 
BDProgram. 

I. PURPOSE 

Thepurpo.e ofthi,Partner&hip Agreement (PA) between SSA and The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture is to delegate SBA '05 contract execution functions to The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture per the requirements of 13 C.F.R. § 124.501. The PA ,ets forth 
the delegation of aulhority and establishes the basic procedures for expediting, the Award of 
&(a) Contracl requirements. 111is PA replaces alltetms and eondilions aro.ny prtlviClU!ly 
executed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) OTPA with The U.S. Departm(!nt of 
Agriculture or subordinate agencies on the iss ll~ of expediting die aTr'aro of requirements 
pursuant to Se~tiQn 8(a) of the AcL 

Failure (0 sign this PA will require The U.S. Department of Agriculture to utili~e 
the prescribed processes to contract with the SBA as stated in the Federal Aoqu1sition 
Regulation (FAR) Subpart 19.8. 

U. OBJECI'IVES 

A. To delinem: the responsibUities as they relate to the ovasigbt., monitoring and 
compliance with procurement law, and regulations governing 8{a) contracts 
between SBA and The U.S. DepaItln<mt of Agriculture; 

B. To establish the procedures ror offer and acceptanco betw.en SBA and The 
U.S_ Department of Agriculturo; 

C. To """bli,h that SBA will respond to ll!l offering letter within five (5) working 
daY' if the contract is valued at more than the simplified acqUiSition threshOld 
and within two days of receipt lfthe contract is valued at or below the 
simplified acquisition thresholds. See 13 C.P.R. § 114.503(0)(3); 



D. To emphASize that although SBA del.pt .. the authority to sign oontracls on its 
behal~ it remains the prim~ contractor on an 8(a) ctlmracls awards. 
modifications, options and purchase orners.,and IIll!n receive eopies of all 
contracts and subsequent modifications; 

E. To eliminate SBA's review of contracts and purchase orders executed under the 
authority of this PA; and 

F. To establi9b uniform policies and procedures regarding application of CQnlT8cts 
and p~laseorders to the 8(a) contracling 

m. SCOPE 

The PA provides for the award of contracts, modifications, options and purchase 
orders under the provisiODs of Sec lion 8(a) of the Acl as implemented by the FAR 
Subpart 19.8 and SBA" 8(.) BD program regul.tions found at 13 C.F.R § 124. (Subpart 
A). 

The PA encompasses all competitive and non-competitive acquisitions of 
requirements offered byThe U.S. Department of Agriculture contracting offices and 
. ccepted by SBA for the S(.) BD progmn. 

The PA applies .. all SBA offic .. and aU The U.S. Department of Apiculture 
contracting offices, as defined in FAA § 2.101 and deemed appropriate by the head oflhll 
agenoy. as defined in FAR § 2.101. for The U.s. Department of Agnculture. 

IV. RESPONSIDILITIES 

A. SBA 's Responsibilities. 

SBA 

1. delega",s to The U.S. Department of Agriculture for ,...deJegalion to all 
wan-anted The U.S. Departml:nt of Agricult\l.te contracting officers. its 
authority under section S(a)(I)(A) of the A~ to enter into 8(a) prime 
oon!nelS. and ilS authorityund.r .. etion &(.)(1)(8) of the Act to 
arrange for the performance of such proclll'm'lent CODtrlCtB by eligible 
8(0) Participants. In accordance wilb 13 C.F.R. §124.S01(a). SBA 
delegates its 8(a) contract execution function. SBA remains the prime 
contncror on olI8(a) eontr.lcts .. d the 8(a) Participant remains the 
SBA's subcontractorj 

2. will implement its responsibilities under thi' PA through Uniform 
procedures for use by B:ll SBA offices; 

3. will provide training for Th. U.S. Department of Agricultun: 
contn.ctil1g offioen and small business sp~ialists, on the SBA's 8ea) 
BD program and various aapects of the FA 
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4. shall review The U.S. Department of Agricul1ure' offering 1<I!ers, issue 
acceptance OT l'ejet:tion letters, and make eligibility detenninations for 
award; 

(a) Sale Source Procurementa. 

i. SBA will issue either m acceptance letter or rejection letter within 
flve (5) working days of receipt of an offering letter, unl ... the 
District Office requests and the procuring activity agrees to an 
extension of time. 

ii. Absent a notification of rejection within five (5) working days of 
receipt of the offer, acceptance maybe 15sumed on the sixth (6~) 
working day unless an extension hi$: been requested and accepted. 

iii, Acceptance shall include a size verification and detenninatioD 
with respect to all elements of eligibility (ie .• determinations of 
adv.,.. impact, North American Industry Classification System 
(NAICS) cod, IIPPropriatcness and program ,ligibility). Sec 
citations (ound at 13 C.F.R. 1124.504(c); 

(b) Competitive AcqulGitions. 

i. SSA will issue an acceptance letter or rejection letter within five 
(5) working days Of receipt ofan offering letter, unless the District 
Office requests and the procuring 3clivily agree to 3Jl ext01sion 'Of 
time. 

ii. Where: SBA does not respond with a notification ofrejeclion 
within fi ve (5) working days ofreceipl of tbe offer, the procuring 
activity may seek SEA's acceptance through the Associate 
Administrator, Offi~ ofBusincss Development (AAlBD). If the 
procuring activity does not receive a reply from the AAlBD 
within five (5) ",,,king days ofth, MlBD', receipt of the offer, 
th!'!: proctaing activity may assume acceptance on the sixth (6111

) 

working day. 
iii. Wrthln five (5) working days after a request from the contracting 

officer, SBA shall issue an cligtoility determination for the 
apparent succCS!fuI offer, as prescribed by SBA's regulations at 
13 C.FR § 124.507(b). 

(0) Aoquisitions Valttc-d.t or Below the Simplified Acquisition Threshold. 

i. No offering or acceptance letter is required for requirements 
valued at or below the simplified acquisition threshold. in 
accordance with the delegation of authority. 
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ii, SBA will review the program eligibility of the 8(a) Participant 
within two (2) working days alter • request from the contracting 
officer, 

iii. Absent a notification that tho licleo\ed 8(a) Participant iaineligible 
for the award within two (2) working days. the procuring agency 
may assume the 8(0) Participant is eligible and proceed with 
award, as prescribed by SSA', regulations at 13 C,F,R. 
124,503(a)(4)(i), 

iv. The procuring agency must notify SBAofthesI!l8(a) 3Waros under 
thia .uthority, See 13 C,P.R. § 124,503(aX4)(ii) , 

5. shall review and approve aU proposed joint venture agJecments 
involving 8(a) Participants before 8(1) eontract award; 

6, may provide 8(a) Partici.pants with contract Dcgo(iation a.ssistance Or 
direct them to appropriate resources where they can obtain technica1 
assistance iD contract negotiations w1ten requested by either the 8(a) 
Participant or The U.S. Department of Agriculture contracting officee; 

7, shan retain its 'ppeal authority in "cordill" with FAR § 19,8 10; 

8. shaU retain the right to perform on-site agency reviews to ensure contract 
camp llimce; 

9. may identify a requirement for an 8(a) Participant for a possible award .. 
SBA will submit capability statements to the appropritlle procuring 
activities for the purpose of matching requirements. ~oilliistcnl with the 
8{a} Participant'S oapability; 

10. shall retain li,e responsibility for ensuring Uta! 8(a) Participonls compiy 
with aU applicable prOvisions relating to continuing eligibility for 
8(a) BDProgram participation per 13 C,F.R. I 124,112, 

11 , shali selecl an appropriale 8(.) Participant wh", The U,S, Department of 
Agriculture submits an open offering letter for a sale source requirement; 
and 

n, RespoDSlblUti" of The U,S, Departm •• t or A(TicoltDr. 

The U.S. Department of AgricullllJ'e 

1. shall receive and retain SBA's delegation of contract execution and 
review functions by reporting aIl8(a) eontract awards, modifiea.tion6, 
options and purchase order! to SBA un1il5Uch time as the agreement 
expires or is te.nninatedj 
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2. shall adhere to all provision. of contractual a";stance identified in 13 
C.F.R .. §1124.S01 through 124.520; as well as the applicable provisions 
of FAR Subpart 19.8; 

3. sha.ll detennine which requirements are suitable for offering to the 8«(1) 
BO program in acoordance with FAR. Subpan 19.8, and, where 
appropriate, identJfy in conjunction with the appropriate S:BA servicing 
office, 8(a) Participants capable ofperfonning these requircmcnts~ 

4. shaH retain responsibility for eompliance with the limitations on 
subcontracting requirement and alJ applicable provisions of FAR 
§ 52.219.14 and any The U.S. Department o(Agriculture regu1Q1ion.; 

5. shaH include provisions in all contract awards, modifications, options 
and purch •• e orders .warded or issued under the 8(.) BD Program thai 
require Program Participants to comply with th!: S'U!bcol:1tracting 
Limitations, and shall conduct and document ill assessment at the time 
of eon tract a.ward OfU1C Participant's ability to oomply with the 
Subcontracting LiO'l.itatioDS. 

6. shall provide a copy of any signed contract, as dofined in FAR § 2.101. 
including modiitcations. options and ,PUtCh8Sc orden executed under 
tbii PA to the SBA servicing district office within 15 working days of 
the date of award; 

7. shaJl inform contracting officers and other warranted officictls and their 
equivalents who are awarding S{a) contracts of their responsibilities 
concerning this 19reement; 

8. shall ensure that contracting officers and other warranled officials and 
their equivalents obtain training on their obligations onder this PA and 
the subcontracting limitations of FAR § 52.219·14 and 13 C.F.R. 
§§ 124.510 and 125.6. 

9. shalt include monitoring and oversight provisions fer aU contraot 
awatds, modifi~tioru, option.~ and purchase otdecs to ensure that all 
contracts comply with the perfonnance requirements (Limitations on 
Subcontracting) of FAR § 52.219·14 and II C.P.R. 1124.510 and 
§m.6; 

10. ,hall request an eligibility determination from SBA's district office 
resJ)QDsible for serviciDi the selected 8(a) Participant when an 8(a) 
Participant has been identified on all acquisitions valued at or below the 
simplified acquisition threshokl prior to issuance of tbepurchase order; 
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II . ,ball submit the offering letter for sole 10""'" ",,!uiromcnts exceeding 
the .implified acquisition threshold to SBA', district office responsible 
fOr .ervicit1g the .eleeted 8(a) Particip",,~ when an 8(a) Participant has 
been identified. See FAR 19.804-2; 

12. shall submit an open offuring letter for .$"Ole sourtc requirements to the 
SBA district office thai services the geographical an.a where The U.s. 
Departmtnl oC Agriculture' conllacting actiYity is located, when The 
US. Dopartment of Agriculture bas not id .. tified a 'l'ociftc 8(a) 
Participant for a requJrement. See FAllI9,804~2; 

13. shan submit the offering letter for competitive 8(a} requirements 10 the 
SBA dislliet office th,t .ervices tho g<108"phicaJ area where. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture' wntractiO& activity is located. Exceptions: 
the offering letton for construction work will be sent 10 the SBA dimic;:t 
office located in the geographical.,... when: the wolk will be 
performed, or, in the case of constrUetion contracts to be pc:rfonned 
ovemw, the offering letter shall be submittr:d to SBA's Headquartel'1. 
See FAR 19,804-2; 

. 14. sball n:q..,.. an eligibility determination prior to f1113l awan! in au 8(8) 
competitive aoq~tions; 

15 , shall l':n!lll'e that all contracts awarded pursuant to this PA contain 
prcvi,iollS that require: 

(a) SBA's approval of novation o.greemsnts :!Iubmitted by the 8(a) 
Participant; and 

(b) advaoce notice to SBA (as the prime contractor) prior to issuance of 
a final notice terminating the oon1rat;( in whole or in parti 

16. sball ,,",ure that all NAICS codes Co< all 8(.) contracts are applied in 
.eeord .... with FAR § 19.102; 

17. shan add I_aae to every conlraet • ..u.g tba~ even though SBA may 
not be identified in soction A of the ooetrnct, it I, still the prime 
eontractor on the contract; 

18. sball provide.U proposed 8(.) joint vClllmes 10 SBA for approval 
before 8(.) oonll.et(.) award; and 

19. cannot u", contracts that have not bean offered to and accepted by SBA 
into the 8(.) BD program as credit Ioward The U.s . Department of 
A!¢culture' 8(a) negotiated goals, · 
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20. . A Contracting Officer shall notify SBA in writing of their request to 
.. I ..... requirement from tho B(a) BD Program. The written 
notification should b~ sent to the cognizant SBA distric.t office serving 
the geographical area in which the procuring agency is located. The 
Contracting Offi<:er shall include the ro:asoo(s) for the request. the 
proourement history of the requirement, the incumbent name, the 
assigned NArcS Code and the Statement of Work. The final decision 
rests with tho AAlBO. 

21, shan provide SBA with aCCtlS5 to all !'lOD-classified infonnation in 
contract files so that gBA can perfonn on-site agency reviews to ensure 
that procuring agencies are complying with the te:rm.s and conditions of 
this agreement. 

V. CONTRACT EXECUTION 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's (lontracting officer may make direct award of 
a contract to the 8(a) Participant, but only after the requirement bas been offered to and 
accepted by SBA. Acquisitions valued at or below the simplified acquisition threshold, as 
defined In PAR. § 2.101. and per 13 C.F.R. §124.S03(aX4)(ii), ""I"ire no otThr or 
acceptance letter, however, Wa program eligibility determination of the telected. 8(a) 
Participant from SBA is roquired; and (b) the procunn; actiYity mull: notify SBA of all 
8(a) awards m:lde updor tbjs authQrity. pel 13 C F.R §!24.503(a)(4){ii) . Contract 
execution shall be on the appropriate form as specified in FAR or by The U.S. Deparlment 
of Agriculture regulation. The "Issued by" block Ihall identify the awarding TIle U.S. 
Department Qf Agrll;ulturc' office. The SBA district office for the 8(a) Participant shall be 
identified in the award documenL The 8(a) Participant!s name: and address shaH be li$ted u 
the contractor. The U.S. Department of Agricult~' contracting activities are Iesponsible 
for issumg proeurement instrument identification numbers. SBA WIll not issue subcontract 
numbers. 

VI. TERM 

This PA will take effect as soon as SSft. and The U.S. Dcpartm",' of Agriculture 
have signed it It will remain in effect until Sepl,mbtlr 30, 2012. 

vn. AMENDMENT 

This PA may be amended, in writing, at anytime by mutual agreement of the 
parties. 

vrn. TERMINATION 

Either SBA or The U.S. Department of Agrioulture may terminate this PA upon 30 
cal""dar d.l" advance WIitten notice 10 the other party. 
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IX. CONDmONS 

A. Contracts that have Il<JI been offered to and accepted by SBA into the 8(0) BD 
progmn cannOI be used for Th. U.S. Department of Agriou!ture' , 8{.) negotiated 
goal,. 

B. SBA reserves Ill. right to suspeod orrcseiud Ibe authority ofthi, PA with The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture for failure to submit copies ro SBA of award and 
tl'1odification documents within 15 worlcing days of award, failure to adequately 
monitor 8{.) cO/ilnCl compliance "'luirements, or ifTb.. U.S. Department of 
Aariculrure othcfW'ise fails to follow tho terms of this FA 

C. SBA has the right to conduct periodic compliance oovsite agency reviews of the. 
lile, of all contn!els awmle<l pUlSUan, to Section 8(a) authority and this Agreement. 
The: delegated authority may be rescinded when on-site agency review findings 
indieate t pattern. failure to comply with 8(a) prog::ram regulations that govern 
awatd and &dministrati(Ju of such contracts. 

X, ADMINISTRATION 

For The U.S. Departmellt of AgricultUre! 

Qllinton N. Robinson 
1400 Independence Ave., SW 
Room209A 
Wa.hington, DC 20250 
202-720-711 7 

ForSBA; 

Sheila D. Thorn .. 
Directot, omc~ of Program. Review 
Office QfBusiness Development 
409 3" Street, SW, 8'" PIoor 
W"bingren, DC 204 16 
(202) 205-6613 
(202) 4S1-5567 (fax) 
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XI. ACCEPTANCE 

Authorized by and on behalf of their respective agenoi~. the undersigned parties 
hereby accept \he tenns and cODditions of this agreement. 

For: 

PearUe S. Reed ate 
Nisistut Secretary for Adm.iaistratiOD 

For: 

Dale 
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Mina A. Wales (A) 
Direaor 
Offioe of Strategic Alliances 
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