
18 CHARTING INTERNATIONAL LABOR COMPARISONS  |  SEPTEMBER 2012	  U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS  |  www.bls.gov

The working-
age population 
is composed 
of those in the 
labor force—
the employed 
and the 
unemployed—
and those not 
in the labor 
force.

 Italy was the only 

country with less than 

half of its working-age 

population in the labor 

force.

 High unemployment in 

Spain and Estonia led to 

employment rates similar 

to countries with lower 

labor force participation, 

such as Italy and Hungary.
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SOURCES: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and International Labour Office.
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