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Introduction

This compendium contains the most
recent family violence statistics from
these sources: surveys conducted by
the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS),
the BJS database of Federal statistics,
and two statistical databases
maintained by the FBI.

The sources provide statistical
snapshots of family violence at different
stages in the administration of justice.   
First are statistics on the nature and
extent of family violence. Next are
statistics on family violence that is
reported to police, followed by statistics
on the prosecution of persons charged
with family violence. Lastly are statistics
on persons sent to prison or jail for
family violence.

The report is divided into eight sections
giving statistics on —

• Reported and unreported family
violence

• Fatal family violence

• Family violence reported to police

• Family violence recorded by police

• State prosecution of family assault

• Federal prosecution of domestic
violence

• Family violence offenders in prison

• Family violence offenders in jail.

Highlights

Trends in family violence

The rate of family violence fell between
1993 and 2002 from an estimated 5.4
victims to 2.1 victims per 1,000 U.S.
residents age 12 or older. Throughout
the period family violence accounted for
about 1 in 10 violent victimizations. 

Reported and unreported family
violence

Family violence accounted for 11% of
all reported and unreported violence
between 1998 and 2002. Of these
roughly 3.5 million violent crimes
committed against family members,
49% were crimes against spouses, 11%
were sons or daughters victimized by a
parent, and 41% were crimes against
other family members.

The most frequent type of family
violence offense was simple assault.
Murder was less than half of 1% of all
family violence between 1998 and 2002.

About three-fourths of all family violence
occurred in or near the victim's
residence.

Forty percent of family violence victims
were injured during the incident. Of the
3.5 million victims of family violence
between 1998 and 2002, less than 1%
died as a result of the incident.

The majority (73%) of family violence
victims were female. Females were
84% of spouse abuse victims and 86%
of victims of abuse at the hands of a
boyfriend or girlfriend.

While about three-fourths of the victims
of family violence were female, about
three-fourths of the persons who
committed family violence were male.

Most family violence victims were white
(74%), and the majority were between
ages 25 and 54 (65.7%). Most family
violence offenders were white (79%),
and most were age 30 or older (62%).

Fatal family violence

About 22% of murders in 2002 were
family murders. Nearly 9% were
murders of a spouse, 6% were murders
of sons or daughters by a parent, and
7% were murders by other family
members.

Females were 58% of family murder
victims. Of all the murders of females in
2002, family members were responsible
for 43%.

Children under age 13 were 23% of
murder victims killed by a family
member, and just over 3% of nonfamily
murder victims.

The average age among sons or
daughters killed by a parent was 7
years, and 4 out of 5 victims killed by a
parent were under age 13.

Eight in ten murderers who killed a
family member were male. Males were
83% of spouse murderers and 75% of
murderers who killed a boyfriend or
girlfriend.

In 2002 family murders were less likely
than nonfamily murders to involve a
firearm (50% versus 68%). Parents
were the least likely family murderers 
to use a firearm (28%), compared to
spouses (63%) or other family members
(51%).

Among incidents of parents killing their
children, 19% involved one parent killing
multiple victims.

   

Highlights, definitions, and counting rules

   Family Violence Statistics   1



Family violence reported to police

Approximately 60% of family violence
victimizations were reported to police
between 1998 and 2002. The reporting
rate among female victims was not
significantly greater than the reporting
rate among male victims.

The most common reason victims of
family violence cited for not reporting
the crime to police was that the incident
was a "private/personal matter" (34%).
Another 12% of non-reporting family
violence victims did not report the crime
in order to "protect the offender."

Among the 2.1 million incidents of
family violence reported to police
between 1998 and 2002, 36% resulted
in an arrest.

Family violence recorded by police

Family violence accounted for 33% of
all violent crimes recorded by police in
18 States and the District of Columbia
in 2000. Of these more than 207,000
family violence crimes, about half (53%,
or 110,000) were crimes between
spouses.

Among crimes recorded by police, 2%
of family violence involved a firearm,
compared to 6% of nonfamily violence.
A weapon was used in 16% of family
and 21% of nonfamily violence.

About 6% of all violent crime recorded
by police in 2000 involved more than
one offender victimizing a lone victim.
The exception was stranger crime, in
which 14% of incidents involved multi-
ple offenders victimizing a lone victim.

About 49% of family violence crimes
recorded by police resulted in an arrest.
Males comprised 77% of suspected
family violence offenders arrested in
2000.

State prosecution of family assault

Of the approximately 1,500 defendants
charged with felony assault during May
2000 in the State courts of 11 large
counties, about a third were charged
with family violence.

Among felony assault defendants
charged with family violence in State
courts, 84% had at least one prior arrest
for either a felony or a misdemeanor
(not necessarily for family violence),
and 73% had been previously convicted
of some type of felony or misdemeanor
(not necessarily family violence).

Nearly half of felony assault defendants
charged with family violence were
released pending case disposition.

Among the 1,500 felony assault cases,
the probability of the case leading to
conviction (felony or misdemeanor) was
greater for family assault defendants
(71%) than nonfamily assault defen-
dants (61%).

State courts sentenced 83% of persons
convicted of assault (both family and
nonfamily) to either prison or jail.
Among felony assault defendants
convicted in State courts —

• 68% of incarceration sentences 
for family assault were to jail

• 62% of incarceration sentences 
for nonfamily assault were to prison

• 45% of persons sent to prison for
family assault received a sentence of
more than 2 years, compared to 77%
of nonfamily assault offenders sent to
prison.

Federal prosecution of domestic
violence

Persons suspected of domestic
violence made up 4% of the total
18,653 Federal suspects referred to
U.S. attorneys for alleged violent crimes
from 2000 to 2002.

Of the 757 suspects referred to U.S.
attorneys for domestic violence
offenses between 2000 and 2002, most
were firearm-related domestic violence
offenses rather than interstate domestic
violence offenses.

• The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives accounted
for 80% of all referrals for firearm-
related domestic violence.

• The FBI accounted for 72% of all
interstate domestic violence referrals.

Federal courts convicted 90% of defen-
dants adjudicated for an interstate
domestic violence offense. 

Among defendants convicted in federal
courts —

• 79% of convictions were the product
of a guilty plea, and the remaining
21% were the product of conviction
following a trial

• most were male (96%), under age 40
(67%), white (72%), and non-Hispanic
(95%)

• 4 in 5 defendants had a prior adult
conviction.

Of 47 Federal defendants sentenced for
an interstate domestic violence offense
between 2000 and 2002, 91% received
a prison term with a median length of 60
months.
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Family violence offenders in prison

Of the nearly 500,000 men and women
in State prisons for a violent crime in
1997, 15% were there for a violent
crime against a family member.

Nearly half of all the family violence
offenders in State prisons were serving
a sentence for a sex offense against a
family member. More than three-
quarters of parents convicted of a
violent crime against their son or daugh-
ter were in prison for a sex offense.

Of the crimes for which family violence
offenders were in prison —

• most were against a female (78%)

• more than half were against a child
under age 18

• more than a third were against a
child under age 13.

About 90% of offenders in State prisons
for family violence had injured their
victim:

• 50% of family violence victims were
raped or sexually assaulted

• 28% of the victims of family violence
were killed

• 50% of offenders in State prisons for
spousal abuse had killed their victims

• Of State prison inmates imprisoned
for a crime against their son or daugh-
ter, 79% had raped or sexually
assaulted the child, and another 10%
had killed the child.

Among family violence offenders in
State prisons in 1997 —

• most were male (93%)

• 6 out of 10 were white, while about a
quarter were black

• about 80% were between ages 25
and 54.

Among offenders whose incarceration
in State prisons was for family violence,
23% had used a weapon to commit
their crime. The comparable percentage
among State prisoners incarcerated for
nonfamily violence was higher— 46%.

Family violence offenders in jail

Convicted family violence offenders
made up about 22% of the nearly
86,500 convicted violent offenders in
local jails in 2002. Most (60%) of these
approximately 18,700 jail inmates incar-
cerated for family violence were in jail
for an aggravated assault.

Local jail inmates convicted of family
violence reported that —

• their victims were predominantly
female (79%)

• nearly 30% of their victims were
under age 18.

Among local jail inmates convicted of
family violence, 55% injured their victim.

Most convicted jail inmates serving time
for violence against a family member
(88%) did not use a weapon during the
crime.

Among jail inmates convicted of family
violence, 45% had been subject to a
restraining order at some point in their
life. About 18% were under an active
restraining order at the time of admis-
sion to jail.

   Family Violence Statistics   3



Definitions

Violent crime Unless indicated other-
wise, statistics on violent crime in this
report pertain to all forms of the follow-
ing crimes: criminal homicide,
completed and attempted rape, sexual
assault (including threats), robbery,
assault (including threats), kidnaping,
intimidation, illegal abortion, extortion,
cruelty towards child or wife, hit-and-run
driving with bodily injury, and miscella-
neous crimes against persons (as
opposed to crimes against property).

Family violence Unless indicated other-
wise, family violence includes all types
of violent crime committed by an
offender who is related to the victim
either biologically or legally through
marriage or adoption. A crime is consid-
ered family violence if the victim was
the offender’s current or former spouse;
parent or adoptive parent; current or
former stepparent; legal guardian;
biological or adoptive child; current or
former stepchild; sibling; current or
former step sibling; grandchild; current
or former step- or adoptive-grandchild;
grandparent; current or former step- or

adoptive-grandparent; in-law; or other
relative (aunt, uncle, nephew).

Nonfamily violence Unless indicated
otherwise, nonfamily violence includes
all types of violent crime between
current or former boyfriends and
girlfriends; between current or former
friends and acquaintances; and
between strangers.

Relationship of victim to offender  The
databases used in this report all contain
sufficient information to permit identifi-
cation of family violence cases.
However, the types of information that
make identification possible are not
uniform. Some provide more relation-
ship categories than others. For
example, the Supplemental Homicide
Reports provides 28 different catego-
ries of victim-offender relationship, while
the National Crime Victimization Survey
has 15 categories. Also, the databases
use different terms to describe specific
victim-offender relationships. For
example, one uses the category
“employee/employer,” while another
uses “colleague at work.” 

In general, enough information was
available in each of the databases to
distinguish six categories of victim-
offender relationship: three family
categories (spouse, son or daughter,
and other family), and three nonfamily
categories (boyfriend/girlfriend, friend/
acquaintance, and stranger). Most
sections of the report present statistics
on all six categories.

Sources of data on family violence

National Crime Victimization Survey 
(a BJS survey)

One data source used to document the
nature and extent of family violence in
the United States is the BJS National
Crime Victimization Survey, or NCVS,
for 1998 to 2002. The NCVS compiles
data on family and nonfamily violence
through biannual interviews with nation-
ally representative samples of U.S.
residents age 12 or older. In these inter-
views, residents are asked if they were
a recent victim of crime. Those who
were victims are then asked numerous
questions about the incident, such as
where it occurred and whether they
knew the offender. Residents are
encouraged to tell interviewers both
about crimes that were reported to
police and about unreported crimes.

Because the survey data come from
interviews with victims, the NCVS has
no information on homicide. The
survey’s scope is limited to certain
forms of nonfatal violence: rape and
sexual assault, robbery, aggravated
assault, and simple assault. Based on
interviews with the Nation’s crime
victims, estimates are formed not only
of how many of these crimes occur
each year but also of the characteristics
pertaining to the criminal incidents.
Such characteristics include the number
of victims that obtained medical care for
their injuries, the number that reported
the crime to police, and the number
whose assailant was a relative.  
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Data documenting the flow of family violence cases through the justice system

Crime
Crime
reported
to police

Crime
recorded
by police

Arrest
Prosecution
and
adjudication

Sentencing
Corrections

National Crime
Victimization Survey (BJS)

Supplementary
Homicide Reports (FBI)

National Incident-
Based Reporting
System (FBI)

State Court Processing
Statistics (BJS)

Federal Justice
Statistics Program (BJS)

Survey of Inmates
in State and Federal
Correctional
Facilities (BJS)

Survey of Inmates
in Local Jails (BJS)

Figure 1



Supplementary Homicide Reports 
(an FBI database)

For national statistics on family
homicide for the year 2002, the source
used in this report was the FBI's
Supplementary Homicide Reports, or
SHR. The FBI compiles detailed
national data on family and nonfamily
homicide from the thousands of law
enforcement agencies across the
Nation. For each criminal homicide, the
SHR record such information as the
age and race of the offender, the
relationship of the victim to the offender,
and the type of weapon used in the
killing.

National Incident-Based Reporting
System (an FBI database)

For statistics on family violence that
comes to police attention and for statis-
tics on arrests for family violence, the
source used in this report is the
database for the year 2000 from the
National Incident-Based Reporting
System, or NIBRS. The database,
compiled by the FBI, contains NIBRS
data from at least 1 police agency in
each of 18 States and the District of
Columbia. These jurisdictions cover
about 16% of the U.S. population and
do not include any areas with a popula-
tion of one million or more.

The NIBRS data have information on
victims, offenders, persons arrested,
and incidents of family and nonfamily
violence. For example, information on
victims includes the type of injury
sustained and the victim’s relationship
to the offender. Among the various
details available on offenders and arres-
tees are their age, race, and gender.
Offense characteristics available in the
NIBRS data include the type of weapon
used and the type of location where the
crime occurred.

State Court Processing Statistics 
(a BJS data collection)

No national data in the United States
describe the processing of family
violence cases from arrest through final
disposition by a court. The available
alternative used in this report is an
extract of the BJS data collection State
Court Processing Statistics (SCPS).
The SCPS data used are entirely from
police and court records that tracked
family and nonfamily assault cases in
11 counties, from the filing of State
court charges in May of 2000 to their
final court disposition. These data
include information about persons
arrested and charged with family and
nonfamily assault: their demographic
characteristics, their prior arrest and
conviction record, and their criminal
justice status at time of arrest. The
SCPS data also contain information
about the processing of the assault
cases, such as type of pretrial release,
adjudication outcome, and type of
sentence imposed.

Federal Justice Statistics Program 
(a BJS database)

Information regarding violations of
family violence-related Federal statutes
that were subsequently referred to
Federal court come from the Federal
Justice Statistics Program (FJSP), a
database maintained by the Bureau of
Justice Statistics. FJSP provides annual
data on workload, activities, and
outcomes associated with Federal
criminal cases. Data for 2000 to 2002
were acquired on all aspects of
processing in the Federal justice
system, including the number of
persons investigated, prosecuted,
convicted, and incarcerated. The FJSP
database is a BJS database,
constructed from files provided by the
U.S. Marshals Service, the Executive
Office for United States Attorneys, the 

Administrative Office of the United  
States Courts, the United States
Sentencing Commission, and the
Federal Bureau of Prisons.  

Survey of Inmates in State and Federal
Correctional Facilities (a BJS survey)

For national statistics on persons in
prison for family violence, this report
used the BJS Survey of Inmates in
State and Federal Correctional
Facilities, conducted in 1997. The
survey involves face-to-face interviews
with a nationally representative sample
of State prisoners. Persons in prison for
either family or nonfamily violence are
included in the sample. Through inter-
views with them, information is obtained
on their victims and on numerous other
characteristics of the crime that brought
them into prison, such as whether a
weapon was used, and the location of
the offense.

Survey of Inmates in Local Jails 
(a BJS survey)

For statistics on inmates who were
convicted of family violence and
sentenced to a period of incarceration
of less than 1 year, the source used in
this report is the BJS Survey of Inmates
in Local Jails. This is a periodic survey
which describes the current offenses
and offense characteristics of local jail
inmates. Most recently conducted in
2002, face-to-face interviews were
conducted with a nationally representa-
tive sample of local jail inmates to
collect systematic information on this
special correctional population.
Questions were asked regarding the
relationship of the victim to the incarcer-
ated offender, the gender, race/
Hispanic origin, and age of victims and
offenders, injury to the victim, offender
use of a weapon, offender substance
use at the time of the crime, and the
place at which the crime occurred.  
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Uniform counting rules

Incidents of crime vary depending on
the number of offenders, number of
offenses committed, and number of
victims. For instance, in a single
incident where two men rape and rob a
woman, there are two offenders, four
offenses (a rape and a robbery commit-
ted by each man), and a single victim.
Such an incident differs from one in
which a lone man assaults another
individual. That incident involves one
offender, one offense, and one victim.

The various databases used in this
report are not uniform in the amount of
information they contain about each
incident of crime. One of the databases
(NIBRS) contains information on virtu-
ally every offender, every victim, and
every offense in an incident. The other
databases contain less information. For
example, offender characteristics avail-
able in the prisoner database pertain
only to each individual incarcerated
offender. The incident that resulted in
that person’s incarceration may have
involved multiple offenders, but informa-
tion on co-offenders was unavailable.

To improve the comparability of statis-
tics across the databases, rules were
adopted to guide tabulations. All statis-
tics in this report — that is, statistics on
offenders, on offenses, and on victims
— follow the rule that each incident be
treated as though it involved one
offender, one offense, and one victim. 

If an incident involved more than one
offender and information (such as age,
race, and gender) was available on
more than one offender, the available
data on just one of the offenders were
tabulated. Similarly, if an incident
involved more than one offense and
information on the different offenses
(such as the place where each
occurred) was available, only the data
on one of the offenses were counted.

Likewise, if an incident involved more
than one victim and the database
contained information (such as the
victim’s age, race, and gender) on more
than one victim, victim statistics used in
the analysis were based on just one of
the victims.

Certain databases used in the report —
NCVS, SHR, and NIBRS — were
victim-based. Choosing a particular
victim to characterize an incident was
unnecessary with these databases.
Other data collections used in the report
— Survey of Inmates in State and
Federal Correctional Facilities and
Survey of Inmates in Local Jails — were
offender-based. Choosing a particular
offender to characterize an incident was
unnecessary with these sources.

Where choices had to be made about
which offender, which offense, or which
victim characterized an incident, the
choices were guided by various hierar-
chies. Information about the hierarchies
is summarized below.

In choosing a particular offender to
characterize an incident, the choice was
guided by the victim’s relationship to the
offender. For example, in a single
incident in which a woman was
assaulted by her husband and a
stranger, the incident was treated as a
spouse-on-spouse assault. Offender
statistics for such an incident (such as
age, race, and gender) therefore
pertained solely to the characteristics of
the husband; characteristics of the
stranger were not tabulated. 

Selecting the husband over the stranger
to characterize the incident conforms to
a rule adopted for this report that says
to select whichever offender is highest
in the following victim-to-offender
relationship hierarchy (shown in order
from highest to lowest, with column
headings in italics):

Spouse
spouse and common-law spouse
ex-spouse

Son or daughter
child
stepchild

Other family
parent and stepparent
sibling and step-sibling
grandchild
grandparent
in-laws
other relative

Boyfriend or girlfriend
boy/girlfriend
ex-boy/girlfriend
homosexual partner

Friend or acquaintance
child of girl or boyfriend
friend
neighbor
employer
employee
acquaintance
babysittee
otherwise known

Stranger
stranger

Not included in analysis
relationship unknown
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When it was necessary to choose a
single victim to characterize an incident,
the victim-offender relationship hierar-
chy was also used. Again, the chosen
victim was the one highest in the
hierarchy.

In choosing a particular offense to
characterize an incident, the choice was
guided by the offense’s position in a
hierarchy of offense seriousness. The
offense highest in the hierarchy was
selected to characterize the incident.
For example, in a single incident where
the victim was raped and murdered, the
offense selected to characterize the
incident was murder because murder is
higher in the offense seriousness
hierarchy than rape. The offense
seriousness hierarchy (from most to
least serious) generally corresponds to
the offense list shown in table 5.1.

As noted earlier, each incident
tabulated in this report was treated as
having one offender, one offense, and
one victim. Each incident was also
treated as having one offense location,
one victim injury (if any), one weapon
involved (if any), one arrestee (if any),
and one arrest offense (if any). The
characteristic’s position in a hierarchy
determined which characteristic (for
example, which injury) was tabulated.
The characteristic with the highest
position was chosen. 

Listed in order from highest to lowest,
the offense location hierarchy is in table
5.2; victim injury hierarchy, table 8.4;
offender weapon use hierarchy, table
5.6; and arrest offense hierarchy, table
5.8. The arrestee hierarchy is the same
as the victim-to-offender relationship
hierarchy described above.
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About the data in this section

Statistics in this section compare family
violence to nonfamily violence in terms
of offense, victim, and offender charac-
teristics. For tables 2.1, 2.3 and 2.4,
violence is broadly defined to include
both fatal and nonfatal violence. For
table 2.2 and tables 2.5 through 2.9,
violence includes only nonfatal violence.
The data on nonfatal violence are from
the National Crime Victimization Survey
(NCVS) for 1998 through 2002. NCVS
data on crimes that occurred from the
beginning of 1998 through the end of
2002 were compiled through interviews
with nationally representative samples
of the general population ages 12 and
older. The data on fatal violence are
from police murder statistics for 1998
through 2002 as compiled by the FBI in
its Supplementary Homicide Reports
(SHR) for the corresponding years.

Together, data from the NCVS and the
SHR document approximately 33.6
million victims of fatal and nonfatal
violence. Information on the type of
criminal violence — family versus
nonfamily — was available on 32.2
million out of the total 33.6 million. The
tables in this section that pertain to all
violence — fatal and nonfatal combined
— provide information on the 32.2
million crimes; the tables that pertain
only to nonfatal violence, 32.1 million
crimes.

Family violence as a proportion 
of all violence 

Of the nearly 32.2 million total victims 
of violence between 1998 and 2002,
11% (3.5 million) were victims of family
violence (table 2.1). The remaining 89%
(28.6 million) were victims of nonfamily
violence. Violence by one spouse
against another was 5.4% of all
violence between 1998 and 2002, while
violence by a parent against a son or
daughter was 1.1% of total violent
crime. The most frequent type of crimi-
nal violence was stranger violence,
which accounted for nearly half (46.1%)
of all fatal and nonfatal violence that
occurred between 1998 and 2002.

The roughly 3.5 million violent crimes
committed against family members
during 1998 to 2002 consisted of the
following: 48.9% were crimes against a
spouse; 10.5% were sons or daughters
victimized by a parent; and the remain-
ing 40.6% were crimes against other
members of the offender's family (for
example, parents victimized by sons 
or daughters, brothers victimized by
siblings, and grandparents victimized 
by grandchildren).

Types of crime between family
members

Of the approximately 3.5 million violent
crimes committed against family
members between 1998 and 2002, the
most serious crime — murder — made
up less than 1% (0.3%) (table 2.1). The
least serious violent crime — simple
assault — made up over two-thirds of
the total.

The types of crimes committed against
family members and the types against
nonfamily members were similar. For
example, murder was less than 1% of
both family (0.3%) and nonfamily
violence (0.1%). Also, aggravated
assault made up 18.1% of crimes
against family members and 20% of
those against nonfamily members.

Simple assault was the most frequent
type of family (69.6%) and nonfamily
violent crime (65.1%). Regardless of
the relationship of the victim to the
offender, simple assault was the most
frequent type of offense committed.

Nearly a quarter of the murders commit-
ted from 1998 to 2002 were against a
family member. Aggravated assaults by
members of the same family made up
10.1% of all aggravated assaults
between 1998 and 2002.   

Reported and unreported family violence

8   Family Violence Statistics  

The extent of family violence is
measured two different ways in this
report — through survey interviews
with crime victims and through statis-
tics compiled by police. Victimization
surveys indicate that family violence 

makes up 11% of all violence (table
2.1). Police statistics show family
violence as 33% of all violence (table
5.1). Reasons for this discrepancy are
discussed in the Appendix of this
report on page 71.

Two differing measures of family violence

40.6Other family
10.5Son or daughter
48.9Spouse

100%Family member

PercentVictim was the offender’s —

aIncludes nonnegligent manslaughter.

88.311.7100Simple assault
89.910.1100Aggravated assault
90.89.2100Robbery
91.18.9100Sex offenses
77.1%22.9%100%Murdera

89.0%11.0%100%All offenses

Nonfamily
member

Family
memberTotalType of offense

Victim was
offender’s—
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes and for 58.4% of 80,319
murders. Of these 32,163,870 crimes with known relationships, offense type was reported for all. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
aIncludes nonnegligent manslaughter.
Source: BJS, 1998 – 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey; FBI, 1998 – 2002 Supplementary Homicide Reports.

46.1%36.6%6.3%89.0%4.5%1.1%5.4%11.0%100%Percent of all offenses

14,805,51011,775,6602,037,80028,618,9701,439,060371,8901,733,9603,544,90032,163,870Total offenses

59.472.166.065.169.067.570.669.665.6Simple assault
22.617.216.620.021.217.515.618.119.8Aggravated assault
15.04.78.210.37.69.58.98.410.1Robbery
1.52.62.22.00.8*0.8*1.0*0.9*1.9Sexual assault
1.53.16.92.51.1*4.0*3.72.72.5Rape
3.05.79.14.52.0*4.8*4.73.64.4Sex offenses
0.1%0.2%0.2%0.1%0.2%0.7%0.3%0.3%0.1%Murdera

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesType of offense

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 2.1.  Offenses against family violence victims compared to nonfamily violence 
victims between 1998 and 2002, by relationship

Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes. 
Of these 32,116,920 crimes with known relationships, the location of the offense was reported for 96.4%.  
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
aIncludes 0.3% of violent crime that occurred in a hotel or motel.                  
Source: BJS, 1998 – 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

14,794,96011,753,6602,034,16028,582,7701,435,570369,2201,729,3603,534,15032,116,920Total offenses

10.6%8.5%2.6%9.1%3.8%2.6%*2.6%3.1%8.5%Other place

3.97.01.4*5.02.2*0*0.4*1.1*4.6Other commercial
7.74.72.76.10.4*0.8*0.1*0.3*5.4Bar/nightclub/restaurant

11.6%11.7%4.1%11.1%2.6%*0.8%*0.5%*1.4%10.0%Commercial property

5.12.90.6*3.91.3*0*0.5*0.7*3.5Other public
9.627.43.016.50.9*1.8*0.5*0.8*14.7School/college

12.34.73.78.51.8*0*3.62.57.8Parking lot/garage
27.67.35.917.61.4*1.0*4.73.015.9Highway/road
54.7%42.3%13.3%46.5%5.4%2.8%*9.3%7.0%42.0%Public place

3.95.62.64.54.50.7*2.83.24.4Near house/apartment
2.46.313.44.814.723.66.711.75.6At or in house/apartment
6.3%11.9%16.1%9.3%19.2%24.3%9.5%15.0%10.0%

Residential property —
friend, relative or neighbor

13.114.910.113.615.37.7*12.113.013.5Near house/apartment
3.810.653.910.353.861.766.060.516.0At or in house/apartmenta

16.9%25.5%64.0%23.9%69.0%69.4%78.1%73.5%29.6%
Residential property —
victim

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

fatal violent
crimesOffense location

Nonfamily memberFamily memberAll non-
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 2.2. Location of family violence compared to nonfamily violence between 1998 and 2002, by relationship



Places where family violence occurs

Of the estimated 32.1 million nonfatal
violent crimes committed from 1998 to
2002, 42% occurred in a public place,
such as on a highway or road, in a
parking lot or garage, or at a school or
college (table 2.2). A smaller percent-
age (29.6%) took place in or near the
victim’s own residence. 

Nearly 9 out of 10 incidents of family
violence occurred in or near a
residence, either the residence of the
victim or the residence of a friend,
relative, or neighbor of the victim. An
estimated 73.5% of family violence took
place at or near the home of the victim,
with an additional 15% occurring at the
home of a friend, relative, or neighbor.

The majority of spouse violence
(78.1%) and boyfriend/girlfriend
violence (64%) occurred in the victim’s
home.

Nonfamily violence was more likely to
occur in a public place than at or near
the residence of the victim. The location
of 46.5% of nonfamily violence was a
public place, while 23.9% took place at
or near the victim's home. An additional
11.1% of nonfamily violence happened
at a commercial property.

About a quarter of the violence against
the offenders' friends or acquaintances
between 1998 and 2002 occurred at a
school or college.  

Stranger violence was the category of
violence, family or nonfamily, least likely
to take place at or near the residential
property of the victim or a friend,
relative, or neighbor of the victim. An
estimated 23.2% of stranger violence
occurred at, in, or near the home of the
victim (16.9%) or a friend, relative, or
neighbor (6.3%). Comparable percent-
ages for other categories were 37.4% of
the violence against friends and

acquaintances; 80.1% of boyfriend or
girlfriend violence; 87.6% of spouse
abuse; 93.7% of violence by a parent
against a son or daughter; and 88.2% of
violence against other family members.

Demographic characteristics of
family violence victims

Gender

Females were more likely than males to
be victimized by family violence, and
more likely than males to be victimized
by specific types of family violence.
Females were 51.6% of the U.S.
population age 12 or older between
1998 and 2002 but 73.4% of the
Nation’s victims of family violence (table
2.3). Similarly, females were about 50%
of all spouses and romantic partners
but were 84.3% of spouse abuse
victims and 85.9% of the victims of
violence between boyfriends and
girlfriends.

Males were more likely than females to
be victimized by nonfamily violence.
Between 1998 and 2002, males were
48.4% of the U.S. population age 12 or
older but 58.4% of victims of nonfamily
violence and 68.3% of the victims of
violence by strangers. 

Race/Hispanic origin

Whites and blacks were more likely
than Hispanics or persons of other
races to be victimized by family
violence. Between 1998 and 2002,
non-Hispanic whites were 72.9% of the
U.S. population age 12 or older but 74%
of family violence victims. Non-
Hispanic blacks were 12.1% of the
population age 12 or older but 13.6% 
of family violence victims. By contrast,
Hispanics were 10.9% of the population
age 12 or older but 10.1% of family
violence victims. Corresponding figures
for persons of other races were 4.1% 
of the 12 or older population and 2.3%
of family violence victims. 
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Trends in family violence

Between 1993 and 2002 the rate of
family violence declined. In 1993 an
estimated 5.4 victims per 1,000
persons age 12 or older were victim-
ized by a family member, such as a
spouse or a parent. In 2002 that rate
had fallen to approximately 2.1 family
violence victims per 1,000 persons
age 12 or older. The downward trend

in the rate of family violence mirrored
the overall downward trend of all
violent crime during the same period.

Family violence as a proportion of all
violent victimizations has remained
fairly stable over the past 10 years.
Between 1993 and 2002 about 
1 in 10 violent crimes were committed
by family members.

 Rate of family violence victimization
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Rates of victimization from family
violence were relatively high for Ameri-
can Indians and Alaska Natives, and
relatively low for Asians and Pacific
Islanders. Together, American Indians
and Alaska Natives made up 0.4% of
the U.S. population age 12 or older
between 1998 and 2002 but 1.6% of the
victims of family violence. Correspond-
ing figures for Asians and Pacific
Islanders were 3.6% of the 12 or older
population but 0.5% of family violence
victims.

Age

The average age of the 3.5 million
victims of family violence was 34.

Victims of nonfamily violence were
slightly younger overall, with an average
age of just under 29 years. Average
ages for other victims were age 35 for
persons victimized by their spouses;
age 21 for sons and daughters victim-
ized by their parents; age 35 for those
victimized by other family members;
age 27 for victims of violence against 
a boyfriend or girlfriend; age 27 for
persons victimized by friends and
acquaintances; and age 30 for victims
of stranger violence.

Adults between ages 25 and 54
comprised two-thirds of the victims of
family violence. Persons age 25-34
were 16.7% of the U.S. population age
12 or older but 24.5% of family violence

victims, and persons age 35-54 were
36% of the population age 12 or older
but 41.2% of family violence victims.

Young adults age 18-24 also repre-
sented a segment of family violence
victims larger than their corresponding
percentage in the U.S. population.
Persons from 18 to 24 years old were
11.7% of the population age 12 or older
between 1998 and 2002 but 17.6% of
family violence victims.

The oldest adults — those 55 or older
— were the least likely to be family
violence victims between 1998 and
2002: they comprised 25% of the U.S.
population age 12 or older during those
years but 6% of the victims.
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes 
and for 58.4% of 80,319 murders. Of these 32,163,870 crimes with known relationships, victim characteristics were reported 
for virtually all victims. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Source: BJS, 1998 – 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey; FBI, 1998 – 2002 Supplementary Homicide Reports.

46.0%36.6%6.3%89.0%4.5%1.2%5.4%11.0%100%Percent of all offenses

14,805,51011,775,6602,037,80028,618,9701,439,060371,8901,733,9603,544,90032,163,870Total offenses

6.04.32.05.010.61.3*3.26.05.155 or older
27.923.821.425.741.77.947.841.227.435 - 54
21.015.725.319.116.613.633.524.519.725 - 34
26.620.842.025.318.627.214.717.624.518 - 24
18.5%35.4%9.4%24.8%12.6%50.1%0.8%*10.8%23.3%Under 18

Age

2.70.91.0*1.90.5*0.8*0.4*0.5*1.7Asian/Pacific Islander
0.91.01.51.01.4*0*2.11.61.1

American Indian/
Alaska Native

3.72.02.82.92.30.92.62.32.9Other
12.28.99.010.611.18.09.810.110.5Hispanic
13.714.617.214.317.112.610.913.614.3Black
70.3%74.5%71.0%72.1%69.5%78.5%76.8%74.0%72.3%White

Race/Hispanic origin

31.746.485.941.662.962.984.373.445.1Female
68.3%53.6%14.1%58.4%37.1%37.1%15.7%26.6%54.9%Male

Gender

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend or
girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesVictim characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 2.3. Demographic characteristics of family violence victims compared to nonfamily violence victims 
between 1998 and 2002, by relationship



Injuries to family violence victims

Not all victims of violence sustain an
injury from the crime. The assailant may
have verbally threatened to hurt the
victim but did not actually do anything
that resulted in physical harm. Similarly,
the offender may have tried to inflict
physical harm but did not succeed
because the victim was able to flee.

Of the 32.2 million victims of violent
crime between 1998 and 2002, most
(71.3%) were not injured (table 2.4).
About a quarter sustained an injury.  

While comprising 11% of all violent
crime victims, family violence victims
made up 15.2% of injured victims,
indicating that the likelihood of injury
was greater in family violence than in
nonfamily violence (not in a table). The
likelihood of injury was comparatively  
high for these victims as well: victims of
spouse violence (5.4% of all victims but 

7.8% of injured victims), and victims 
of violence between boyfriends and
girlfriends (6.3% of all victims but 
11.6% of injured victims).

Medical attention for injured family
violence victims

The majority (71.4%) of nonfatal
violence victims did not sustain an injury
during the incident (table 2.5). The
remaining 28.6%, or 9.2 million victims,
sustained injuries ranging from serious,
including gun shot wounds and rape, to
minor, such as bruises and minor cuts.

Of the 9.2 million victims of a nonfatal
violent crime who were injured, 41%
received medical attention for their
injuries (11.7% / 28.6% = 40.9%). This
medical care could be given by the
victim, by a person without medical
training like a bystander or relative, or
by a medical professional. The treat-
ment could range from a cold pack to
surgery. Of the 1.4 million injured
victims of family violence, 42% (16.5% /
39.3% = 42%) received treatment;
among the 7.8 million injured nonfamily

violence victims, 40.7% (11.1% / 27.3%
= 40.7%).

Sixteen and one-half percent of the 3.5
million victims of violence by a family
member received medical care for
injuries that resulted from the incident.
This percentage was higher than the
corresponding percentage of nonfamily
violence victims (11.1%).

Persons violently victimized by their
boyfriend or girlfriend (52.6%) were
more likely than persons victimized 
by their spouse (41.5%) to be injured.
Boyfriend/girlfriend violence victims
(18.7%) were not more likely than
spouse violence victims (18.1%) to get
medical care for those injuries.

Among the 28.6 million victims of
nonfamily violence, boyfriend/girlfriend
violence victims (18.7%) were more
likely to receive medical attention for
injuries inflicted during the incident than
victims of friend/acquaintance violence
(10.3%) and stranger violence (10.6%).
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes 
and for 58.4% of 80,319 murders. Of these 32,163,870 crimes with known relationships, victim injury was reported for 99.9%.  
"Serious injuries" includes all victims of rape and sexual assault. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
aIncludes bruises, black eyes, cuts, scratches, swelling, and chipped teeth.
Source: BJS, 1998 – 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey; FBI, 1998 – 2002 Supplementary Homicide Reports.

14,805,51011,775,6602,037,80028,618,9701,439,060371,8901,733,9603,544,90032,163,870Total offenses

77.2%71.2%47.3%72.6%66.4%47.7%58.4%60.5%71.3%
Percent of victims
not injured

16.520.439.219.728.144.733.932.721.1Minor injuriesa
6.18.213.37.55.36.8*7.56.57.4Serious injuries
0.10.20.20.10.20.70.30.30.1Victim died

22.8%28.8%52.7%27.4%33.6%52.3%41.6%39.5%28.7%Percent of victims injured

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesVictim injury

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 2.4.  Among violent crimes resulting in injury between 1998 and 2002, the type of injury to family 
violence victims compared to nonfamily violence victims, by relationship



Family Violence Statistics   13

Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes.  
Of these 32,116,920 crimes with known relationships, victim injury was reported for 99.9%. Of injured victims, data on medical 
care was reported for all. "Victim was injured" includes all victims of rape and sexual assault. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 1998 – 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

14,794,96011,753,6602,034,16028,582,7701,435,570369,2201,729,3603,534,15032,116,920Total offenses

77.3%71.3%47.4%72.7%66.5%48.1%58.5%60.7%71.4%No injuries

12.118.433.816.219.632.823.422.816.9No medical care
10.610.318.711.113.819.118.116.511.7Medical care received
22.7%28.7%52.6%27.3%33.5%51.9%41.5%39.3%28.6%Victim was injured

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

fatal violent
crimes

Victim injury and
medical care

Nonfamily memberFamily memberAll non-
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 2.5.  Medical care for family violence victims compared to nonfamily violence victims 
between 1998 and 2002, by relationship

Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes.  
Of these 32,116,920 crimes with known relationships, offender gender was reported for 99.2%; race for 97.6%; age for 95.3%.  
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
aIncludes 2.8% of violent victimizations involving multiple offenders of mixed races.
Source: BJS, 1998 – 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

46.1%36.6%6.3%89.0%4.5%1.1%5.4%11.0%100%Percent of all offenses

14,794,96011,753,6602,034,16028,582,7701,435,570369,2201,729,3603,534,15032,116,920Total offenses

13.57.51.4*10.12.41.4*0.6*1.49.1Mixed age group
30.430.036.630.740.993.973.062.434.230 or older
39.926.356.235.431.52.525.525.534.318 - 29
16.2%36.2%5.8%23.8%25.2%2.2%*0.8%*10.7%22.4%Under 18

Age

16.711.910.914.38.03.86.06.613.4Othera
30.221.121.625.819.314.311.514.924.6Black
53.1%67.0%67.5%59.9%72.8%82.0%82.5%78.5%62.0%White

Race

3.62.92.03.22.62.20.91.83.1Both
10.424.015.616.432.429.613.022.617.0Female
86.0%73.1%82.4%80.4%64.9%68.2%86.1%75.6%79.9%Male

Gender

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

fatal violent
crimesOffender characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily memberAll non-
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 2.6. Demographic characteristics of family violence offenders compared to nonfamily 
violence offenders between 1998 and 2002, by relationship



Demographic characteristics of
family violence offenders

Gender

Between 1998 and 2002, nearly 4 out of
5 violent offenders were male (table
2.6). Males accounted for 75.6% of
family violence offenders and 80.4% 
of nonfamily violence offenders. Among
violent crimes against a spouse, 86.1%
of the offenders were male; against a
boyfriend or girlfriend, 82.4%; and
against a stranger, 86% of the offend-
ers were male. 

The 3.5 million family violence crimes
that occurred between 1998 and 2002
involved a larger percentage of female
offenders than the 28.6 million
nonfamily violence crimes. Females
were 22.6% of offenders committing
family violence, compared to 16.4% of
nonfamily violence offenders.

Violent crimes between friends and
acquaintances (24%) were more likely
to involve a female offender than
violence between boyfriends and
girlfriends (15.6%) and stranger
violence (10.4%).

Race/Hispanic origin

Between 1998 and 2002, 62% of
violence victims reported that the

offender was white. Among family
violence offenders, 78.5% were white,
an additional 14.9% were black, and
6.6% were some other race. Among
nonfamily violence offenders, 59.9%
were white, 25.8% were black, and
14.3% were some other race.

Age

The majority of violent offenders were
age 18 or older. Approximately a fifth of
offenders were under 18. An additional
9.1% of violent crimes involved multiple
offenders of mixed ages (for example, a
robbery involving two offenders, one
who was 20 and the other, 35).

Offenders involved in family violence
were generally older than nonfamily
violence offenders. An estimated 62.4%
of family violence offenders were age
30 or older, compared to 30.7% of
nonfamily violence offenders. Fewer
offenders who committed family
violence were under age 18 (10.7%)
than those committing nonfamily
violence (23.8%).

A larger percentage of spouse abuse
offenders (73%) was age 30 or older,
compared to 36.6% of offenders who
abused their boyfriend or girlfriend. In
addition, about a quarter of spouse
abuse offenders were between 18 and
29, while about half of offenders who

abused a boyfriend or girlfriend were in
this age range.

About a third of violence between
friends and acquaintances involved
offenders who were under age 18. This
proportion was greater than the corre-
sponding percentages for boyfriend/
girlfriend violence (5.8%) and stranger
violence (16.2%).

Weapon use and family violence

In the NCVS, victims of violent crime
were asked whether the offender had a
weapon. A weapon could be a gun, a
knife, some other sharp object (such as
scissors or an ice pick), or a blunt
object (such as a rock or a baseball
bat). In a quarter of nonfatal violence
incidents, victims reported that the
offender had a weapon (table 2.7).  

The percentage of family violence
offenders who had a weapon during the
crime was lower than the percentage 
of nonfamily violence offenders. An
estimated 19.5% of family violence
cases involved an offender with a
weapon, compared to 26.5% of
nonfamily violence cases.
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes.  
Of these 32,116,920 crimes with known relationships, data showing whether the offender had a weapon was reported for 92.2%.  
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 1998 – 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

14,794,96011,753,6602,034,16028,582,7701,435,570369,2201,729,3603,534,15032,116,920Total offenses

65.481.383.573.577.980.282.780.574.3Did not have a weapon
34.6%18.7%16.5%26.5%22.1%19.8%17.3%19.5%25.7%Had a weapon

Offender —

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

fatal violent
crimes

Whether offender
had a weapon

Nonfamily memberFamily memberAll non-
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 2.7. Armed offender in family violence compared to nonfamily 
violence between 1998 and 2002, by relationship



Of the 28.6 million violent crimes
against nonfamily members, stranger
violence was more likely to involve a
weapon than other types of nonfamily
violence. Among offenders who
committed violent crimes against
strangers, 34.6% had a weapon,
compared to 16.5% of offenders who
were boyfriends or girlfriends and
18.7% of offenders who were friends 
or acquaintances.

Drug and alcohol use by family
violence offenders

The NCVS asks victims to indicate
whether they thought the offender or
offenders were drinking or on drugs at
the time of the criminal incident. Of the
32.1 million nonfatal violent crimes that
took place between 1998 and 2002,
30% of victims said the offender was
under the influence of drugs or alcohol
(table 2.8). An additional 29.2%
indicated the offender was sober at the
time, and 40.8% said they did not know.

A larger percentage of family violence
victims (38.5%) reported the offender
was under the influence of drugs or
alcohol during the incident than did
nonfamily violence victims (28.9%).  

Offenders who abused their boyfriend
or girlfriend were more likely than other
types of nonfamily violence offenders to
be drinking or using drugs. Four out of
10 (41.4%) offenders involved in
violence with a boyfriend or girlfriend
were under the influence of drugs or
alcohol, compared to 26.3% of offend-
ers involved in violence against a friend
or acquaintance and 29.3% of stranger
violence. 

Excluding the 19.5% of family violence
victims who did not know whether the
offender was under the influence of
drugs or alcohol at the time of the
incident, approximately 2.8 million
victims of family violence were able to
indicate whether the offender was or
was not under the influence of drugs or
alcohol. In nearly half the incidents,
family violence victims reported the
offender had been using drugs or
alcohol at the time of the offense.  

Number of victims and offenders 
in family violence

Between 1998 and 2002, most of the
32.1 million nonfatal violent crimes
involved an individual victim (85.6%)
(table 2.9). More than three-quarters
(78.7%) involved a lone victim victim-
ized by a lone offender (for example, a
woman robbed by a man as she
approaches her car in a parking lot).
Approximately 14% of violence involved
multiple victims, with about 1 in 8
crimes perpetrated by a single offender
against multiple victims (for example, a
lone offender physically assaulting three
people at a nightclub).

Family violence (90.7%) was more likely
than nonfamily violence (85%) to be
committed against a lone victim. Family
violence (88.6%) was also more likely
than nonfamily violence (77.4%) to
involve one victim being victimized by
one offender. Nonfamily violence (7.6%)
was more likely than family violence
(2%) to involve one victim and multiple
offenders, such as when three strang-
ers rape a lone female.
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes.  
Of these 32,116,920 crimes with known relationships, offender drug or alcohol use was reported for 99.7%.  
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 1998 – 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

14,794,96011,753,6602,034,16028,582,7701,435,570369,2201,729,3603,534,15032,116,920Total offenses

53.933.921.843.420.018.619.319.540.8Do not know
16.739.836.827.644.646.039.042.029.2None
29.3%26.3%41.4%28.9%35.4%35.3%41.8%38.5%30.0%Drugs or alcohol

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

fatal violent
crimes

Drug or alcohol
use by offender

Nonfamily memberFamily memberAll non-
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 2.8. Offender drug or alcohol use in family violence compared to nonfamily 
violence between 1998 and 2002, by relationship

2,846,000Total offenses

52.2None
47.8%Drugs or alcohol

100%Family violence

Percent
Drug or alcohol use by offender
during family violence incidents



Crimes involving multiple victims were
less likely to occur against family
members (9.3%) than against nonfamily
members (15%).

Among nonfamily violent crimes that
involved one victim, the more distant
the relationship between the victim and
the offender(s), the greater the likeli-
hood the crime involved multiple offend-
ers. A greater percentage of stranger
violence (10.7%) involved a single
victim and multiple offenders than friend
or acquaintance violence (5.2%) or
boyfriend/girlfriend violence (1.8%).   

The type of nonfamily violence most
likely to involve multiple victims was
also stranger violence. Nearly 18% of
stranger crimes involved multiple
victims, compared to 12.8% of crimes
against friends or acquaintances and
7.1% of boyfriends or girlfriends.
Boyfriend/girlfriend violence (7.1%) was
the category of nonfamily violence the
least likely to involve multiple victims.
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes.  
Of these 32,116,920 crimes with known relationships, the number of victims and offenders was reported for virtually all victims. 
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Source: BJS, 1998 – 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

14,794,96011,753,6602,034,16028,582,7701,435,570369,2201,729,3603,534,15032,116,920Total offenses

3.71.80.4*2.71.4*1.4*0.4*0.92.5   Multiple offenders
14.111.06.712.313.313.13.48.411.9   One offender
17.8%12.8%7.1%15.0%14.7%14.6%3.8%9.3%14.4%Multiple victims

10.75.21.87.62.90.8*1.62.07.0   Multiple offenders
71.582.091.177.482.484.794.688.678.7   One offender
82.2%87.2%92.9%85.0%85.3%85.4%96.2%90.7%85.6%One victim

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

fatal violent
crimes

Number of victims
and offenders

Nonfamily memberFamily memberAll non-
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 2.9. Number of victims and offenders in family violence compared to nonfamily 
violence between 1998 and 2002, by relationship



About the data in this section

This section compares family murders
to nonfamily murders. Statistics shown
in tables 3.1 through 3.4, as well as
those summarized in the text, are all
based on police murder statistics
compiled by the FBI in the 2002 Supple-
mentary Homicide Reports (SHR). The
2002 SHR contains information on
16,204 murders and nonnegligent
manslaughters that occurred throughout
the United States in 2002. The victim’s
relationship to the offender was
recorded in 9,102 out of the 16,204
murders. All data summarized in this
section pertain to these 9,102 murder
victims whose relationship to the
offender was recorded.

One reason the relationship of the
victim to the offender was not recorded
for all 16,204 murders is that many
murder investigations fail to uncover

the identity of the perpetrator. In 2002
the murder clearance rate (a measure
of how often police solve a murder) 
was 64%.

Family murder as a proportion 
of all murders

Of the 9,102 murder victims (with
complete data on victim-offender
relationship) in 2002, 21.5% (1,958
victims) were killed by members of their
family (table 3.1). The 9,102 murder
victims consisted of 8.6% who were
killed by their spouse, 5.5% who were
sons and daughters killed by a parent,
7.4% who were killed by a family
member other than their spouse or
parent, 7.3% who were killed by their
boyfriend or girlfriend, 45.2% who were
killed by a friend or acquaintance, and
26% who were killed by a stranger.

Demographic characteristics of
murder victims

Gender

Females were more likely than males 
to be victims of family murder. Females
were 50.9% of the U.S. population in
2002 but 57.5% of the Nation’s victims
of family murder that year (table 3.1).
Family members were responsible 
for 43.1% of all the murders of females 
in 2002.

   

Fatal family violence 
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aIncludes nonnegligent manslaughter.

56.943.1100Female
87.2%12.8%100%Male

78.5%21.5%100%All murdersa

Nonfamily
member

Family
memberTotal

Victim 
gender

Victim was offender’s —

Note: Murder includes nonnegligent manslaughter.  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported 
for 56.2% of 16,204 murders. Of these 9,102 murders with recorded relationships, victim gender was reported for virtually 
100%; race for 98.8%; and age for 97.6%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: FBI, 2002 Supplementary Homicide Reports.

26.0%45.2%7.3%78.5%7.4%5.5%8.6%21.5%100%Percent of all murders

2,3624,1136687,1446715007871,9589,102Total murders

7.97.56.07.532.20.816.017.79.755 or older
27.128.638.529.035.65.247.532.529.835 - 54
26.426.330.226.79.94.227.515.424.325 - 34
29.927.421.427.711.14.47.98.123.518 - 24
6.45.83.45.83.25.21.02.85.113 - 17
2.34.40.43.38.080.20.023.47.6Under 13
8.7%10.2%3.9%9.1%11.1%85.4%1.0%26.2%12.8%Under 18

Age

2.41.82.62.11.43.55.63.62.4Asian/Pacific Islander
1.11.30.81.21.70.60.10.81.1

American Indian/
Alaskan Native

3.53.13.33.33.04.15.84.43.5Other
40.243.844.642.733.134.723.929.739.9Black
56.3%53.1%52.0%54.1%63.9%61.2%70.3%65.9%56.6%White

Race

13.916.671.020.836.249.281.057.528.7Female
86.1%83.4%29.0%79.2%63.8%50.8%19.0%42.5%71.3%Male

Gender

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All murders

 Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughter  SpouseTotal

All
murdersVictim characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of murders in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 3.1. Demographic characteristics of family murder victims compared to nonfamily murder victims in 2002,
by relationship



Wives were more likely than husbands
to be killed by their spouse. Wives were
about half of all spouses in the popula-
tion in 2002 but 81% of all persons
killed by their spouse.

Girlfriends were more likely than
boyfriends to be victims of murder.
Girlfriends were about 50% of all
boyfriend-girlfriend relationships but
71% of all victims who were a boyfriend
or girlfriend of the murderer.

Sons and daughters were about equally
likely to be killed by their parents. Sons
made up about 50% of all offspring and
about 50% of all sons and daughters
killed by their parents.  

In 2002 murders committed by friends
or acquaintances accounted for 4,113
of the 9,102 murders (with complete
data on victim-offender relationship)
(table 3.1). Males were more likely than
females to be victims of this type of
nonfamily murder. While males were
49.1% of the U.S. population in 2002,
they were 83.4% of murder victims
killed by a friend or acquaintance. The
victims of stranger murder were also
more likely to be male (86.1%).

Race

Overall, whites were less likely to be
victims of murder than blacks. In 2002,
whites (defined here as both Hispanic
and non-Hispanic) were 80.7% of the
U.S. population and 56.6% of murder
victims, while blacks (also defined as
both Hispanic and non-Hispanic) were
12.7% of the U.S. population but 39.9%
of those killed. 

Of the 787 identifiable incidents of
spousal murder in 2002, whites were
70% of those killed, blacks were 24%,
and Asians (including Pacific Islanders)
made up 5.6% of victims. 

In the 500 identifiable incidents of
parents’ killing their children in 2002,
whites were 61.2% of those killed,
blacks were 34.7%, and Asians were
3.5%. 

Age

The percentage of children under age
13 killed by a family member was larger
than that group's percentage of the total
U.S. population. In 2002 children under
age 13 were 18.1% of the U.S. popula-
tion and 23.4% of murder victims killed
by a family member (table 3.1).

By contrast, children under 13 were a
smaller percentage — 3.3% — of
nonfamily murder victims. Looking at it
another way, among all victims of
murder who were under age 13, nearly
two-thirds were killed by a family
member. Among victims age 13 or
older, fewer than 1 in 5 were killed 
by a member of their family.

An estimated 29.5% of the U.S. popula-
tion in 2002 was between ages 35 and
54, while 46.7% of the victims killed by
a spouse were within this age range.
The average age of spouse murder
victims was 41.  

The average age among sons or
daughters killed by a parent was 7
years, and 4 in 5 victims killed by a
parent were under age 13.
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Murder by siblings

Family members other than a spouse,
son, or daughter accounted for 7.4%
of the 9,102 murder victims in 2002. 
Among these 671 murders of other
family members, 18% — 119
murders— involved a sibling victim.
The remaining 82% of these murders
were against parents, in-laws, or other
family members.

In 2002, 72% of murders by siblings
involved a brother killing a brother and
14% involved a brother killing a sister.
An additional 14% of sibling murders
involved a sister killing a brother or
sister.

aIncludes nonnegligent manslaughter.
82.317.710013 or older
34.3%65.7%100%Under 13

78.5%21.5%100%All murdersa

Nonfamily
member

Family
memberTotalVictim age

Victim was offender’s —



Demographic characteristics 
of murderers

Gender

In 2002 nearly 9 in 10 murderers were
male (table 3.2). Males accounted for
79.2% of family murderers and 92.7%
of nonfamily murderers.  Among offend-
ers who committed murder against a
spouse, 83.1% of the offenders were
male; against a boyfriend or girlfriend,
74.6%; and against a stranger, 96.7%
of the offenders were male.

Race/Hispanic origin

In about half of all murders in 2002, the
offenders were white. Sixty-five percent
of family murderers were white; an
additional 30.7% were black; and 3.9%
were some other race. Among
nonfamily murderers, 49.2% were
white, 48% were black, and 2.8% were
some other race.

Age

Fewer than 1 out of 10 murderers were
under age 18. About the same percent-
age of family murderers (5.5%) as
nonfamily murderers (6.8%) were
younger than 18.  

A larger percentage of spouse murder-
ers (71.8%) were age 35 or older,
compared to 45.2% of murderers who
killed a boyfriend or girlfriend. In
addition, 28.1% of spouse murderers
were between 18 and 34, while 53.6%
of offenders who killed a boyfriend or
girlfriend were in this age range.
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Note: Murder includes nonnegligent manslaughter. Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were 
reported for 56.2% of 16,204 murders. Of these 9,102 murders with recorded relationships, offender gender was 
reported for 98.9%; race for 97.6%; and age for 94%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: FBI, 2002 Supplementary Homicide Reports.

26.0%45.2%7.3%78.5%7.4%5.5%8.6%21.5%100%Percent of all murders

2,3624,1136687,1446715007871,9589,102   Total murders

1.24.04.13.17.65.718.311.45.055 or older
15.723.841.123.032.025.053.538.926.635 - 54
26.727.532.227.725.233.924.026.927.525 - 34
47.638.021.439.423.230.34.117.334.418 - 24
8.86.61.26.810.04.904.76.313 - 17

00.100.12.00.200.80.2Under 13
8.8%6.7%1.2%6.8%12.0%5.1%0%5.5%6.5%Under 18

Age

1.41.71.71.61.12.74.83.01.9Asian/Pacific Islander
0.71.70.61.32.00.80.11.01.2

American Indian/
Alaska Native

2.03.42.32.83.03.54.93.93.1Other
50.846.348.848.034.134.225.730.744.3Black
47.2%50.3%48.9%49.2%62.9%62.4%69.4%65.3%52.7%White

Race

3.36.625.47.312.538.116.920.810.2Female
96.7%93.4%74.6%92.7%87.5%61.9%83.1%79.2%89.8%Male

Gender

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All murders

 Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All
murdersOffender characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of murders in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 3.2. Demographic characteristics of family murderers compared to nonfamily murderers
in 2002, by relationship



Weapon use and family murder

When an offender kills the victim, the
weapon is usually a firearm, knife, or
blunt object such as a club. Less
frequent are murders that result from
the offender’s use of hands, fists, or
feet. Murders can also involve the use
of items that are not typically considered
weapons, such as poisons, narcotics, or
incendiary devices.

In 2002 family murders were less likely
than nonfamily murders to involve a
firearm (50.1% versus 67.7%) (table
3.3). Parents were the least likely type
of family murderers to use a firearm
(27.8%), compared to spouses (62.6%)
or other family members (51%). The
most common way a parent killed a son

or daughter was by the use of hands,
fists, or feet (43.7%). The use of a
firearm in nonfamily murders was
highest among stranger offenders
(75.7%), compared to murders commit-
ted by friends or acquaintances (66.4%)
and by boyfriends and girlfriends
(47.2%).

Of the 9,102 murders (with complete
data on victim-offender relationship) in
2002, 207 were offenders who killed
their parents (not shown in table).
Firearms, knives, or blunt objects were
used in about three-fourths of murders
involving parent victims. Hands, fists, or
feet were used to kill 16% of parent
murder victims. The remaining 8% of
parent murder victims, including 4%
who were asphyxiated, were killed with
other weapons. 

Number of victims and offenders in
family murders

About 3 out of 4 murders involved one
offender and one victim in 2002 (table
3.4). Murders in which one offender
killed one victim described 84.3% of
family murders and 73.7% of nonfamily
murders.

A single offender against a single victim
was most characteristic of spouse
murder and boyfriend/girlfriend murder.
Of the 787 identifiable incidents of
spouse murder, 90.6% involved a
spouse killing his/her spouse and no
one else. The comparable figure for the
668 identifiable incidents of boyfriend/
girlfriend murder was 92.7%.

Multiple victims of a lone offender
occurred most often in murders of sons
or daughters by a parent. In the 500
identifiable incidents of parents killing
their children, 18.8% involved one
parent killing multiple victims (for
example, his children, or his wife and
one of his children).
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Note: Murder includes nonnegligent manslaughter. Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported 
for 56.2% of 16,204 murders. Of these 9,102 murders with recorded relationships, offender weapon use was reported 
for 96.3%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: FBI, 2002 Supplementary Homicide Reports.

2,3624,1136687,1446715007871,9589,102   Total murders

5.9%8.5%9.0%7.7%11.8%43.7%5.8%17.0%9.6%Hands, fists, or feet

0.20.50.30.40.84.90.71.70.7Other
0.72.03.31.73.78.03.34.62.3Asphyxiation

00.40.50.30.81.10.50.80.4Narcotics
0.50.61.90.71.21.10.71.00.8Fire/incendiary
1.5%3.5%6.0%3.1%6.5%15.1%5.1%8.1%4.2%Other

4.6%6.2%5.0%5.6%8.1%5.3%5.0%6.1%5.7%Blunt object

12.3%15.3%32.8%15.9%22.6%8.0%21.5%18.6%16.5%Knife

3.14.33.13.83.11.83.52.93.6Other/not specified
3.04.53.13.95.63.68.06.14.3Shotgun
4.14.63.14.35.31.65.24.44.3Rifle 

10.213.39.411.914.06.916.813.312.2Other
65.553.137.855.837.120.945.936.851.7Handgun
75.7%66.4%47.2%67.7%51.0%27.8%62.6%50.1%64.0%Firearm

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All murders

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All
murders

Weapon use
by offender

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of murders in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 3.3. Weapon use in family murder compared to nonfamily murder in 2002, by relationship

Note: Murder includes nonnegligent manslaughter. Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported 
for 56.2% of 16,204 murders. The number of victims and offenders was reported for 100% of the murders with recorded relationships.  Detail may
not add to total because of rounding.
Source: FBI, 2002 Supplementary Homicide Reports.

2,3624,1136687,1446715007871,9589,102Total murders

3.72.90.73.000.800.22.4Multiple offenders
5.76.54.66.011.518.88.912.37.4One offender
9.4%9.4%5.4%9.0%11.5%19.6%8.9%12.5%9.8%Multiple victims

23.716.11.917.34.06.40.53.214.3Multiple offenders
66.974.592.773.784.574.090.684.376.0One offender
90.6%90.6%94.6%91.0%88.5%80.4%91.1%87.5%90.2%One victim

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All murders

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotalAll murders

Number of victims
and offenders

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of murders in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 3.4. Number of victims and offenders in family murder compared to nonfamily murder in 2002, by relationship



About the data in this section 

As the term is used throughout the
following section, “violent crime” refers
to five types of nonfatal violence: rape,
sexual assault, robbery, aggravated
assault and simple assault. The seven
tables in this section are all based on
the personal accounts of victims who
described violent victimizations occur-
ring between 1998 and 2002. The
NCVS documented these accounts in
interviews with a nationally representa-
tive sample. The tables compare family
violence to nonfamily violence with
respect to the likelihood of being
reported to police, the identity of the
persons who did the reporting, reasons
for not reporting, and the likelihood that
reported offenses resulted in an arrest.

Reporting family violence to police

Of the 32.1 million violent victimizations
that occurred between 1998 and 2002,
47.2% were reported to the police (table
4.1). Violence against family members
was more likely to be reported to police
than violence involving persons who
were not family members. Of the 3.5
million family violence incidents, 59%
were reported, compared to 45.7%
reported of the 28.6 million crimes
against persons who did not belong to
the offenders' family.

Both spouse abuse (61.7%) and
violence against family members other
than a spouse or a son or daughter
(58.8%) were reported at higher rates
than violence by a parent against a son
or daughter (47.3%).

Spouse violence (61.7%) was
somewhat more likely to be reported
than violence against a boyfriend or
girlfriend (55.4%).

Among the 28.6 million violent crimes
involving nonfamily members, the type
of violence most likely to be reported
was violence between boyfriends and
girlfriends (55.4%). The type of violence
least likely to be reported was violence
against friends and acquaintances
(40%), which was reported less often
than both boyfriend/girlfriend violence
(55.4%) and stranger violence (48.9%).

   

Family violence reported to police
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes.
Of these 32,116,920 crimes with known relationships, police notification was reported for 98.7%.
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 1998 — 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

14,794,96011,753,6602,034,16028,582,7701,435,570369,2201,729,3603,534,15032,116,920Total offenses

51.160.044.654.341.252.738.341.052.8Crime not reported to police
48.9%40.0%55.4%45.7%58.8%47.3%61.7%59.0%47.2%Crime reported to police

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

fatal violent
crimesOffense characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily memberAll non-
Percent reported and not reported, for crimes in which the victim was the offender's —

Table 4.1. Percent of family violence reported to police between 1998 and 2002,  
compared to percent of nonfamily violence, by relationship



Types of crime and reporting rate
differences

Of the 32.1 million violent victimizations
that occurred between 1998 and 2002,
robbery and aggravated assault were
the most likely to be brought to police
attention. Police learned of 60.8% of the
3.2 million cases of robbery and 57.9%
of the 6.4 million cases of aggravated
assault.  Sexual assault (31.8%) was
the least likely type of crime to be
reported to police. Overall, between
1998 and 2002, fewer than 4 out of 10
sex offenses — either rape or sexual
assault — came to the attention of law
enforcement.

Fifty-nine percent of family violence
crimes were brought to police attention
(table 4.2). Among the 3.5 million
crimes against family members, sex
offenses (39.1%) were less likely to be
reported to police than other types of
crime. Robbery (70.6%), aggravated
assault (63.3%), and simple assault
(57.5%) were all reported more often.

Of the total 1.4 million violent sex
offenses that occurred between 1998
and 2002, approximately 1.3 million
were against persons outside the
offenders' families. Of these 1.3 million
sex offenses that occurred between
nonfamily members, those committed
by a stranger were the most likely to
result in police notification. Of stranger
sex crimes, 46.4% were reported,
compared to 35% of those committed
by a friend or acquaintance and 29.8%
of those committed by a boyfriend or
girlfriend.

Nearly two-thirds of all violence
between 1998 and 2002 was simple
assault (not in table). Simple assaults
against a family member (57.5%) were
more likely to be reported to police than
simple assaults that involved offenders
from outside the victims' family (40.4%).
Similarly, authorities were notified about
spouse-inflicted simple assaults (62%)
at a higher rate than simple assaults by
a boyfriend or girlfriend (53%).
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47.2%32,116,920Total offenses

42.421,092,740Simple assault
57.96,356,940Aggravated assault
60.83,242,410Robbery
31.8606,040Sexual assault
42.8818,790Rape
38.2%1,424,830Sex offenses

Percent
reported
to police

Number of
violent victimiza-
tions 1998 —
2002Type of offense

Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes. 
Of these 32,116,920 crimes with known relationships, offense type was known for all victims, and police notification was reported for 98.7%.  
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Source: BJS, 1998 — 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

14,794,96011,753,6602,034,16028,582,7701,435,570369,2201,729,3603,534,15032,116,920Total offenses

42.136.753.040.456.340.962.057.542.4Simple assault
59.452.069.157.367.853.960.563.357.9Aggravated assault
60.552.475.659.862.975.075.170.660.8Robbery
40.125.739.5*32.20*100*32.1*26.0*31.8Sexual assault
52.542.926.742.661.7*50.8*37.3*43.642.8Rape
46.4%35.0%29.8%38.1%35.0%*58.8%*36.2%*39.1%38.2%Sex offenses

48.9%40.0%55.4%45.7%58.8%47.3%61.7%59.0%47.2%All offenses

 Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriend  Total

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

fatal violent
crimesType of offense

Nonfamily memberFamily memberAll non-
Percent reported, for crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 4.2.  Percent of family violence reported to police between 1998 and 2002, 
compared to nonfamily violence, by relationship and offense type



Demographic differences 
in reporting rates

Gender

In general, violent crimes against
females were more likely to be reported
to police than violent crimes against
males. Between 1998 and 2002, 52.3%
of all violent victimizations of females
were reported to police, compared to
43% of those of males (table 4.3).

The likelihood of family violence being
reported to police did not differ signifi-
cantly between male victims and female
victims. Females’ 60.1% reporting rate
was not significantly greater than the
males’ 55.9% rate.

For nonfamily violence, a larger
percentage of crimes against females
than against males was reported to
police. Authorities were notified of about
50.5% of nonfamily violent crimes
against females and 42.2% of those
against males.

Among violent victimizations by a
friend/acquaintance, female victimiza-
tions were reported at a greater rate
(45.6%) than those of males (35.2%).
Reporting of stranger victimizations of
females (54%) was also greater than
that of males (46.5%).

Race/Hispanic origin

Between 1998 and 2002, a smaller
percentage of violence against white
victims was reported to police than
violence against victims of other races
(including Hispanics). The police were
notified of 46% of violent crimes against
white victims, compared to 50.3% of
those against other races.

Nonfamily violence against whites
(44.4%) was less likely to be reported
than nonfamily violence against other
races (49%).

Among the 2 million victims of violence
by a boyfriend or girlfriend, crimes
against white victims (50.4%) were

significantly less likely to be reported to
authorities than crimes against victims
of other races (67.5%).

The likelihood of police notification of
stranger violence did not differ signifi-
cantly between incidents involving white
victims (48.1%) and those involving
victims of other races (50.7%).

Age

Violent crimes against younger victims
were less likely to be reported than
violent crimes against older victims. 
Of the 32.1 million violent victimizations
that occurred between 1998 and 2002,
violence involving victims under age 18
(32%) and victims between ages 18 and
24 (44.7%) was reported at lower rates
than violence involving victims in each
of the other age categories.

Among the 3.5 million family violence
crimes, those involving the youngest
victims were least likely to be reported.
That is, violence by a family member
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes. 
Of these 32,116,920 crimes with known relationships, victim characteristics were reported for virtually all victims, and police 
notification was reported for 98.7%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
aIncludes victims of Hispanic origin.
Source: BJS, 1998 — 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

14,794,96011,753,6602,034,16028,582,7701,435,570369,2201,729,3603,534,15032,116,920Total offenses

55.653.962.3*55.175.00*54.668.156.855 or older
55.347.257.652.360.535.7*59.059.153.535 - 54
56.354.060.455.962.353.4*64.263.056.925 - 34
44.337.852.643.162.150.568.562.844.718 - 24
35.2%28.7%47.6%31.7%30.3%46.9%18.8%*38.0%32.0%Under 18

Age

50.742.867.549.059.355.864.961.550.3Other racesa
48.1%39.1%50.4%44.4%58.6%45.0%60.7%58.1%46.0%White

Race/Hispanic origin

54.045.656.250.559.444.563.160.152.3Female
46.5%35.2%50.5%42.2%57.8%52.0%53.8%55.9%43.0%Male

Gender

48.9%40.0%55.4%45.7%58.8%47.3%61.7%59.0%47.2%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriend  Total

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

fatal violent
crimesVictim characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily memberAll non-
Percent reported, for crimes in which the victim was the offender's —

Table 4.3. Percent of family violence reported to police between 1998 and 2002, compared to percent of nonfamily
violence, by relationship and demographic characteristics of victim



against victims 18-24 (62.8%), 25-34
(63%), 35-54 (59.1%), and 55 or older
(68.1%) were each reported at higher
rates than family violence against
victims under 18 (38%).

Of the 28.6 million violent crimes
against persons unrelated to the offend-
ers, those involving older victims were
generally more likely to be reported than
those involving younger victims.
Nonfamily violence against victims 
25- 34 (55.9%), victims 35-54 (52.3%)
and victims 55 or older (55.1%) were
reported at higher rates than nonfamily
violence against victims under 18
(31.7%) and victims 18-24 (43.1%).

For each of the three types of nonfamily
violence — violence against boyfriends
and girlfriends, violence against friends
or acquaintances, and stranger violence
— no significant differences in the likeli-
hood of notifying authorities were found
between the age categories.

Reporting rate differences in relation
to weapon involvement

Between 1998 and 2002, 25.7% of
violent crime victims indicated that the
offender had a weapon at the time of
the incident. Just under three-quarters
of violent crimes involved an offender
who did not have a weapon of any sort.

Violent crimes involving a weapon were
more likely to be reported to police than
those not involving a weapon. Of the 8.3
million violent crimes in which the
offender had a weapon, 53.8% were
reported to police (table 4.4). Among
the remaining 23.9 million violent crimes
not involving an offender with a weapon,
40% were brought to the attention of
authorities.

Reporting rates among family violence
victims did not differ significantly
between incidents that did and did not
involve a weapon. This was true among
all three categories of family violence.

Among nonfamily violence incidents,
those involving a weapon were more
likely to be reported than those not
involving a weapon. Of the nonfamily
violence incidents in which the offender
had a weapon, 58% were reported to
police, compared to 41.2% of those not
involving a weapon. Violence against  
boyfriends or girlfriends that involved a
weapon (69.6%) was reported to police
more often than boy/girlfriend violence
without a weapon (52.7%). Similarly,
friend/acquaintance violence involving a
weapon was reported at a higher rate
(51.6%) than friend/acquaintance
violence not involving a weapon
(36.9%), and weapon-involved stranger
violence had a higher reporting rate
(60.2%) than stranger violence not
involving a weapon (43.5%).
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100%32,116,920Total offenses

74.323,852,810Did not have a weapon
25.7%8,264,110Had a weapon

Offender —

PercentNumber
Whether offender 
had a weapon

Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 95.9% of 33,501,120 nonfatal violent crimes.  
Of these 32,116,920 crimes with known relationships, data on police notification were available for 98.7%. Of the 31,704,160 
crimes with data on police notification, data indicating whether the offender had a weapon were reported for 92.2%.  
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 1998 — 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

14,794,96011,753,6602,034,16028,582,7701,435,570369,2201,729,3603,534,15032,116,920Total offenses

43.536.952.741.256.445.362.258.140.0Did not have a weapon
60.2%51.6%69.6%58.0%65.1%55.5%60.5%62.1%53.8%Had a weapon

Offender —

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

fatal violent
crimes

Whether offender 
had a weapon

Nonfamily memberFamily memberAll non-
Percent reported, for crimes in which the victim was the offender's —

Table 4.4. Percent of family violence reported to police between 1998 and 2002, compared to percent 
of nonfamily violence, by relationship and whether offender had a weapon



Reasons why violence was not
reported to police

An estimated 17 million violent crimes
did not come to the attention of law
enforcement officials between 1998 
and 2002 (table 4.5). These 17 million
crimes were 52.8% of all violent victimi-
zations that occurred during those
years.  

The two most common reasons for not
reporting violence to the police were
that the incident was a "private/personal
matter" (22.8%) or that the incident was
"reported to some other official"
(19.5%). An additional 16.4% of victims
indicated that the violence was consid-
ered "not important enough" to report,
while 16.6% did not inform police for
some "other reason."

Approximately a third of the 1.4 million
family violence victims who did not
report the incident to police stated the
reason for not reporting was that it was
a "private/personal matter."  A quarter

said they did not inform police for some
"other reason." Another 12% of nonre-
porting family violence victims said they
did not report the crime in order to
"protect the offender."

Twenty-five percent of the 663,000
victims of spouse violence indicated
that they did not notify the authorities
because the incident was a "private/
personal matter." "Fear of reprisal" was
indicated by 8.3% of nonreporting
victims of spouse violence, and an
additional 9.3% said they wanted to
"protect the offender."  

Thirteen percent of spouse abuse
victims indicated they did not report the
crime because it was "not important to
police."  This percentage was higher
than the corresponding percentage for
violence by a parent against a son or
daughter (3%), by other family
members (6.3%), by boyfriends or
girlfriends (5.5%), by friends or acquain-
tances (4.2%), and by strangers (7.7%).

In 21.8% of unreported nonfamily
violence cases, the incident was consid-
ered a "private/personal matter," while
in another 20.9% it was "reported to
some other official."

Among nonreporting victims of
boyfriend/girlfriend violence, 33.8% said
they did not report the incident to police
because it was a "private/personal
matter." An additional 10.6% indicated
"fear of reprisal," and 16.9% stated they
wanted to "protect the offender."

The 7 million victims of violence by a
friend or acquaintance who did not
report the crime to police most often
stated that the incident was "reported 
to some other official" (29.4%). Twenty-
three percent of nonreporting victims 
of stranger violence indicated that the
incident was "not important enough" 
to report to police.
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Note: Of the 16,965,300 offenses not reported to police, reasons for not reporting were available for 100%.  
"Other reason" includes victims who did not know why they did not report the crime to police. Detail may not 
add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Source: BJS, 1998 — 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

44.6%41.6%5.3%91.5%3.5%1.1%3.9%8.5%100%
Percent of all unreported
offenses

7,563,6807,049,790907,56015,521,300591,090194,640662,5901,448,62016,965,300
Total offenses not
reported to police

16.515.016.915.819.621.528.924.116.6Other reason
3.01.62.8*2.31.2*1.7*1.6*1.4*2.3Inconvenient
1.03.216.93.015.111.3*9.312.03.7Protect the offender

7.40.60.6*3.90*0*1.8*0.8*3.6Lack of proof
4.95.82.5*5.22.7*5.2*1.5*2.54.9Not clear a crime occurred
3.03.310.63.62.1*9.5*8.35.93.8Fear of reprisal

7.74.25.56.06.33.0*13.08.96.3Not important to police
15.129.43.1*20.95.15.1*5.65.319.5Reported to some other official
22.713.37.417.54.1*11.1*4.95.416.4Not important enough
18.7%23.5%33.8%21.8%43.7%31.7%25.1%33.6%22.8%Private/personal matter

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All unreported offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

Reasons for not
reporting violence

Nonfamily memberFamily memberUnreported
violent
crimes

Percent of reasons for not reporting, for crimes in which the victim was the offender's —

Table 4.5. Reasons family violence was not reported to police between 1998 and 2002, 
compared to reasons nonfamily violence was not reported, by relationship



The person who reported the crime
to police

Of the 32.1 million violent victimizations
that occurred between 1998 and 2002,
15.2 million were reported to police
(table 4.6). These 15.2 million violent
crimes came to police attention from a
variety of sources. For 54.4% of all
reported violence, the person reporting
the crime to police was the victim. An
additional 10.9% were reported by other
household members; 8.9% by an official
other than the police; and 15.6% by
someone else, such as a bystander, a
relative, or an acquaintance.

An estimated 13.8% of all reported
violence between 1998 and 2002 was
family violence. Of these 2.1 million
cases of family violence that came to
police attention, 67.4% were taken to
the authorities by the victim. This was
larger than the corresponding percent-
age for nonfamily violence (52.3%).

The victim was the reporter in approxi-
mately three-quarters of reported
spouse abuse.

Of the approximately 15.2 million violent
crimes reported to police, about 13
million (86.2%) involved nonfamily
members. Of the 13 million reported
nonfamily violence incidents, victims
made up 52.3% of persons who
contacted police. In 6.3% of cases of
reported nonfamily violence, the police
were at the crime scene at the time of
the incident.
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Note: Of the 15,151,620 offenses reported to police, the identity of the person who reported the crime was available 
for 100% of incidents. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Source: BJS, 1998 — 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

47.7%31.0%7.4%86.2%5.6%1.2%7.0%13.8%100%
Percent of all reported
offenses

7,231,2804,703,8601,126,61013,061,470844,480174,5801,066,7702,085,53015,151,620
Total offenses
reported to police

5.64.71.7*5.03.2*3.2*3.53.44.8Other
9.23.11.1*6.30.6*0*1.0*0.8*5.5Police were at crime scene

17.214.418.416.312.614.6*9.611.215.6Someone else
10.012.11.8*10.01.5*5.1*1.9*2.08.9Official other than the police
7.614.19.410.124.524.86.415.310.9Other household member

50.4%51.5%67.6%52.3%57.6%52.2%77.6%67.4%54.4%Victim
Reported by —

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%Total reported offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriend Total

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

The person who reported 
the crime to police

Nonfamily memberFamily memberReported
violent
crimes

Percent of reporters, for crimes in which the victim was the offender's —

Table 4.6. Persons who reported family violence to police between 1998 and 2002, 
compared to those who reported nonfamily violence, by relationship



Reported violent crimes 
that resulted in an arrest

Arrests were made in about a third of all
reported violent crimes between 1998
and 2002. Of the 15.2 million violent
crimes of which authorities were
notified, 31.6% resulted in an arrest
(table 4.7). Overall, police were less
likely to make an arrest for robbery
(25.9%) than for other types of violent
crime that came to their attention. 

The probability of arrest for family
violence was higher than for nonfamily
violence. Among family violence crimes
reported to police, 35.9% resulted in
arrest, compared to 30.8% of nonfamily
violence crimes.

Among the 2.1 million family violence
crimes reported to police, robbery
(20%) was less likely to result in an

arrest by police than both aggravated
assault (39%) and simple assault
(36.8%).

Police were as likely to make an arrest
for spouse violence (35.5%) as they
were for violence by a parent against a
son or daughter (37.9%) or for violence
against other family members (35.9%).
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Note: Of the 15,151,620 offenses reported to police, offense type was reported for all victims, 
and whether an arrest occurred was reported for 92.0%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
HNo crimes in this category were reported to police.
Source: BJS, 1998 — 2002 National Crime Victimization Survey.

7,231,2804,703,8601,126,61013,061,470844,480174,5801,066,7702,085,53015,151,620
Total offenses
reported to police

26.928.447.329.637.239.936.236.830.8Simple assault
34.635.646.535.840.726.4*39.639.036.2Aggravated assault
24.227.847.526.616.8*20.9*21.620.025.9Robbery
33.0*31.7*45.0*33.80H100*69.6*80.0*36.0Sexual assault
26.8*34.942.7*32.90*100*48.9*46.4*34.5Rape
29.3%33.9%43.5%*33.2%0%*100%*53.1%*52.4%*35.0%Sex offenses

28.5%30.2%47.0%30.8%35.9%37.9%35.5%35.9%31.6%All reported offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotalOffense category

Nonfamily memberFamily memberReported
nonfatal
violent crimes

Percent resulting in arrest, for crimes in which the victim was the offender's —

Table 4.7. Of crimes reported to police between 1998 and 2002, the percent that resulted in arrest,
by offense category and relationship



About the data in this section

Statistics shown in this section pertain
to violent crimes that came to the atten-
tion of police in 2000. Data for these
statistics come from the FBI’s National
Incident-Based Reporting System
(NIBRS), which compiles detailed infor-
mation on those crimes recorded by
police. At least 1 police agency in each
of 18 States and the District of Colum-
bia provided NIBRS data in 2000.
These NIBRS agencies constituted
about 25% of all law enforcement
agencies in the country and collectively
had jurisdiction over approximately 16%
of the U.S. population and 13% of the
crime.

Family violence compared 
to nonfamily violence recorded 
by police

In jurisdictions covered by NIBRS
agencies, police recorded nearly
750,000 victims of violent crime in 2000.
The statistics in this section pertain to
the 634,096 victims whose relationship
to the offender was recorded. Of the
634,096 victims, a third were victimized
by a family member (table 5.1). The

remaining two-thirds were victimized by
a nonfamily member. Spouses repre-
sented the second largest group of
victims of violence in police data.
Offenders’ spouses comprised 17.4%
of all violence victims; boyfriends or
girlfriends, 16.7%; and sons or daugh-
ters, 4.4%. The largest group — friends
and acquaintances of offenders —
accounted for nearly 4 in 10 victims of
police-recorded violence. One in 8
violent offenses brought to police atten-
tion involved a stranger.

More than 207,000 individuals were
victims of crimes committed by family
members and recorded by police in
NIBRS agencies in 2000. Of these
family violence victims, more than half
(110,279) were spouses of the offender,
about an eighth (27,783) were sons or
daughters, and the remaining third were
parents (23,652), siblings (21,164), or
other family members such as grand-
parents or in-laws (24,693).

Of the 426,525 victims of nonfamily
violence, more than half (242,233) were
victimized by a friend or acquaintance,
and a quarter (106,009) by their
boyfriend or girlfriend.

Types of family violence recorded 
by police

Simple assault was the most frequent
violent crime known to police in NIBRS
agencies in 2000, and accounted for
61.8% of all violence. Examples of
simple assault include grabbing,
pushing, or hitting, with no serious injury
inflicted and no weapon present.

Police statistics revealed that simple
assault accounted for a higher propor-
tion of violent crimes committed by
family members as compared to
nonfamily members. Simple assault
constituted 72.7% of family violence
and 56.5% of nonfamily violence.

Within specific relationship categories,
simple assault comprised 77.1% of
violent crimes against spouses, 74.9%
of violence against parents, and 74.2%
of crimes against boyfriends or
girlfriends. An estimated 40.9% of the
violent crimes against strangers were
simple assaults.

  

Family violence recorded by police
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 84.7% (634,096) of 748,252 violent crimes. 
Offense type was reported for all 634,096 crimes with recorded relationships. Crimes with multiple offenses are counted 
under the most serious offense. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
aIncludes nonnegligent manslaughter.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

12.3%38.2%16.7%67.3%3.9%3.3%3.7%4.4%17.4%32.7%100%Percent of all offenses

78,283242,233106,009426,52524,69321,16423,65227,783110,279207,571634,096Total offenses

0.90.30.40.40.50.20.12.90.30.70.5Other violence
12.518.99.515.411.56.410.14.210.59.313.4Intimidation
40.953.874.256.559.970.274.966.777.172.761.8Simple assault
20.817.013.316.713.816.013.313.111.312.515.4Aggravated assault
20.81.90.34.90.40.10.200.10.13.4Robbery
1.64.10.82.88.33.80.67.80.12.52.7Sexual assault
2.33.81.53.05.33.10.65.00.52.02.6Rape
3.97.92.35.813.66.91.212.80.64.55.3Sex offenses
0.3%0.2%0.1%0.2%0.1%0.1%0.2%0.3%0.1%0.2%0.2%Murdera

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesType of offense

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 5.1. Offenses in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence 
in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship



Aggravated assault, the second most
common violent offense recorded by
police in NIBRS agencies in 2000,
accounted for about 1 out of every 7
violent crimes. Aggravated assault
represented a smaller proportion of
violent crimes between family members
compared to nonfamily members.
Aggravated assault accounted for
12.5% of crimes of violence within
families and 16.7% of violent crimes
involving nonfamily members. It consti-
tuted 11.3% of crimes committed
against spouses, 16% against siblings,
and 13.3% against boyfriends or
girlfriends. Violent crimes committed
against strangers showed the highest
percentage of aggravated assaults
(20.8%).

Intimidation was recorded almost as
frequently as aggravated assault,
according to police data in 18 States
and the District of Columbia in 2000.
Examples of intimidation include verbal
threats, threatening gestures, stalking,
and bullying. The threat may be physi-
cal, emotional, psychological, or sexual
in nature, and may be made in person,
in writing, over the telephone, or by
some other conduct.

A lower percentage of family violence
was due to intimidation compared to
nonfamily violence. Intimidation
accounted for 9.3% of violence against
family members and 15.4% of violence
against nonfamily members. Sons or
daughters of offenders had the lowest
proportion of intimidation (4.2%); those
victimized by a friend or acquaintance
had the highest (18.9%). 

Sex offenses — rape and sexual
assault — comprised about 5% of all
violence in police statistics. As a
percentage of all violent crimes, sex
offenses varied by the relationship of
the victim to the offender. Sex offenses
accounted for nearly 13% of violent
crimes committed against sons or
daughters and less than 1% of those
committed against spouses. 

Other violence (kidnaping and justifiable
homicide) accounted for a small
percentage of violent crimes recorded
by police. This “other” violence made up
0.7% of family violence and 0.4% of
nonfamily violence. 

Murder (including nonnegligent
manslaughter) comprised 0.2% of all
family and nonfamily violent crime in
police data. This percentage was
relatively consistent across all relation-
ship categories.
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Measuring family violence

In this section of the report, the
extent of family violence is measured
with police statistics. In 2000 police
recorded about 200,000 incidents of
family violence in NIBRS agencies
(table 5.1). These 200,000 incidents
accounted for 33% of all violence.
Earlier in the report, family violence
was measured by survey interviews
with crime victims in the NCVS. The
NCVS estimated that 11% of violence
was family violence (table 2.1). The
reasons for the dissimilarity of the
estimates — 33% versus 11% — are
discussed in the Appendix, page 71.



Location of family violence recorded
by police 

Most violence recorded by police in
NIBRS agencies in 2000 occurred in a
residential setting, usually a house or
apartment. Almost two-thirds of all
violent crimes took place in a residence
(table 5.2).

A fifth of all violence was committed in a
public place such as on a highway or
road, and nearly a tenth in a commer-
cial establishment such as a bar, night-
club, or restaurant.

The vast majority of family violence
occurred in a residence. About 87% of
instances of police-recorded family
violence took place in a house or apart-
ment. Few acts of family violence
occurred in a public place (6.7%), in a
commercial establishment (2.8%), or at
some other location (2.7%). The propor-
tion of violent crimes occurring at all
types of locations was relatively consis-
tent across all family relationships.  

Slightly more than half of all nonfamily
violence took place in a residential
setting. A residence was the site of
roughly four-fifths of violent crimes
against a boyfriend or girlfriend and a
half of all violence against a friend or
acquaintance. However, less than a
fourth of violent acts against a stranger
occurred in a residence.

A higher proportion of police-recorded
violence against friends or acquain-
tances and against strangers was
committed outside the home, as
compared to other relationships. More
than 41% of violence against a
stranger, and 29% of that against a
friend or acquaintance, took place in a
public setting. A relatively high percent-
age of violence against strangers took
place on a highway or road (25.5%).
Parking lots, eating or drinking estab-
lishments, and retail stores were each
the site for about 10% of stranger
violence.

Demographic characteristics 
of family violence victims recorded
by police

Gender

The majority of victims of all violent
crimes recorded in police statistics were
female. Moreover, females accounted
for 70.7% of victims of family violence
(table 5.3). This proportion was higher
than that of nonfamily violence victims
(54.9%). Overall, females comprised
60.1% of the victims of all police-
recorded violence in NIBRS agencies 
in 2000.

Violence between intimate partners
showed the highest proportion of female
victims. Females made up 80% of
spouse violence victims and 82% of
those victimized by boyfriends or
girlfriends. Nearly half of the victims of
violence committed by friends or
acquaintances were female. By
contrast, the majority of the victims of
stranger violence were male (65.4%). 
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 84.7% (634,096) of 748,252 violent crimes. 
Offense location was reported for all 634,096 crimes with recorded relationships. If the offense location was unknown, 
it was recorded in NIBRS as "other place." Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

78,283242,233106,009426,52524,69321,16423,65227,783110,279207,571634,096Total offenses

8.3%9.6%3.6%7.9%3.4%2.7%1.9%3.0%2.6%2.7%6.2%Other place

3.71.70.71.80.70.40.30.40.50.51.4Other commercial
3.52.70.82.40.80.40.30.40.70.61.8Office building
9.52.81.13.61.00.60.40.80.80.82.7Retail store
9.94.11.64.51.10.80.30.51.20.93.3Bar/nightclub/restaurant

26.6%11.3%4.2%12.3%3.6%2.2%1.3%2.1%3.2%2.8%9.2%Commercial property

3.52.70.62.31.10.60.40.60.50.61.8Other public
2.17.70.44.90.50.40.30.70.20.33.4School/college

10.34.53.15.22.01.30.81.32.01.74.0Parking lot/garage
25.514.17.314.55.63.92.43.74.34.111.1Highway/road
41.4%29.0%11.4%26.9%9.2%6.2%3.9%6.3%7.0%6.7%20.3%Public place

2.11.11.81.40.50.50.30.70.90.71.2Hotel/motel
21.649.079.051.583.388.492.587.986.387.163.1House/apartment
23.7%50.1%80.8%52.9%83.7%88.9%92.8%88.6%87.2%87.8%64.3%Residential property

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesOffense location

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 5.2. Location of police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence 
in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship



Race/Hispanic origin

According to police data, most of the
victims of family violence were white.
Whites made up 69.7% of family
violence victims, blacks 24.7%, and
Hispanics 4.7%. Less than 1% of family
violence victims were persons of other
races.

Just over 70% of spouse violence
victims were white and 23% were black.
Of individuals victimized by boyfriends
or girlfriends, just under 60% were white
and 36% were black.

Close to three-fourths of victims who
were a parent of the offender were
white, and a fifth were black. Among  
sibling victims, more than three-fifths
were white, and three-tenths were
black. 

Victims of Hispanic origin as a percent-
age of total victims did not vary across
the relationship categories. Percent-
ages of American Indian/Alaska Native
and Asian/Pacific Islander victims also
showed little variation by type of
relationship.

Age

Police statistics indicated that most
victims of violence were age 18 or
older. Approximately three-fourths of
victims of family and nonfamily violence
were between ages 18 and 54. Twenty-
one percent of all violence victims were
under age 18.

The proportion of victims between ages
25 and 54 was highest for parents
(79%) and spouses (78%), followed 

by boyfriends or girlfriends (59%).
Young adults between ages 18 and 24
constituted almost 35% of boyfriend and
girlfriend victims compared to slightly
over 18% of victims of spouse violence.

Violence at the hand of a parent had the
highest proportion of juvenile victims
(76.5%) followed by siblings (36.5%)
and friends or acquaintances (31.2%).
The percentage of juvenile victims of
violence committed by strangers was
lower (15%).

Nine percent of victims of family
violence were children 12 years of age
or younger; under 7% of victims of
nonfamily violence were children in this
age range. Persons victimized by a
parent showed the highest proportion 
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 84.7% (634,096) of 748,252 violent crimes. 
Of these 634,096 crimes with recorded relationships, victim gender was reported for 99.6%; race for 97.9%; age for 97.6%. 
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

78,283242,233106,009426,52524,69321,16423,65227,783110,279207,571634,096Total offenses

4.83.11.12.99.01.615.50.32.94.63.455 or older
27.523.026.324.723.819.267.93.140.234.327.935 - 54
27.320.132.524.519.117.711.44.937.826.225.025 - 34
25.422.634.726.119.224.91.815.218.416.823.118 - 24
10.620.75.315.012.623.22.035.00.79.113.113 - 17
4.410.50.16.816.413.3041.509.07.5Under 13

15.0%31.2%5.4%21.8%29.0%36.5%2.0%76.5%0.7%18.1%20.6%Under 18
Age

1.10.40.40.50.30.50.50.70.70.60.5Asian/Pacific Islander
0.20.30.40.30.40.50.20.40.30.30.3

American Indian/
Alaska Native

1.30.70.80.80.71.00.71.11.00.90.8Other
4.73.64.84.15.54.43.04.84.94.74.3Hispanic

23.929.036.229.932.131.721.722.123.024.728.2Black
70.1%66.7%58.2%65.2%61.6%63.0%74.6%72.0%71.1%69.7%66.7%White

Race/Hispanic origin

34.649.582.054.961.956.968.055.980.070.760.1Female
65.4%50.5%18.0%45.1%38.1%43.1%32.0%44.1%20.0%29.3%39.9%Male

Gender

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesVictim characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 5.3. Victim demographic characteristics in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence
in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship



of victims under age 13 (41.5%),
followed by those victimized by another
family member such as a grandparent
or in-law (16.4%), sibling (13.3%), and
friend or acquaintance (10.5%). The
percentage of stranger violence against
child victims age 12 or younger was
lower (4.4%).

In general, adults 55 or older made up
the smallest percentage of victims.
These older adults comprised less than
5% of family violence victims and less
than 3% of nonfamily violence victims.
More than 15% of parents abused by a
son or daughter were over age 54.

Injury to victims of family violence 
recorded by police 

Nearly half of all violence victims
sustained an injury. Police data in 18
States and the District of Columbia in
2000 revealed that 47% of victims of
violence were injured (table 5.4). About
9% sustained a major injury, including
death, sexual assault, and severe
lacerations, and 38% had minor injuries
such as cuts, abrasions, and bruises. 

Within families, about 7% of victims had
major and 42% had minor injuries; 10%
of victims who were not related to the
offender suffered major injuries and
nearly 36% had minor injuries.

Degree and type of injury varied by the
relationship of the victim to the offender.
A higher proportion of sons or daugh-
ters (15.7%), siblings (10.5%), and
other family members (16.9%)
sustained major injuries compared to
spouses (3.1%), parents (3.4%), and
boyfriends or girlfriends (5.5%) of the
offender.

About half the victims of spouse
(45.8%) and boyfriend/girlfriend
violence (48.2%) sustained minor
injuries. Fewer than 1 in 3 victims of
stranger violence had minor injuries.
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 84.7% (634,096) of 748,252 violent crimes. 
Victim injury was reported for all 634,096 crimes with recorded relationships. Victims sustaining more than one injury are counted 
under the most serious injury. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

78,283242,233106,009426,52524,69321,16423,65227,783110,279207,571634,096 Total offenses

61.6%54.5%46.4%53.8%48.3%48.2%60.0%45.4%51.0%50.7%52.8%No injuries

28.2%32.9%48.2%35.8%35.0%41.3%36.7%38.8%45.8%42.1%37.9%Minor injuries

1.30.90.60.90.60.70.30.80.50.60.8Other major injuries
0.20.10.10.10.1000.10.10.10.1Unconsciousness
0.50.30.30.40.30.20.20.40.30.30.3Internal injury
0.80.60.40.60.40.40.30.40.30.40.5

Broken bones/loss 
of teeth

3.32.51.72.41.72.11.20.91.21.32.1Severe lacerations
3.97.92.35.813.66.91.212.80.64.55.3Rape or sexual assault
0.30.20.10.20.20.20.20.30.10.20.2Victim died

10.3%12.5%5.5%10.4%16.9%10.5%3.4%15.7%3.1%7.4%9.3%Major injuries

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesVictim injury

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s—

Table 5.4. Victim injury in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence 
in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship



Demographic characteristics of 
family violence offenders recorded
by police 

Gender

More than three-fourths of offenders
were male in all violent crime recorded
by police in 18 States and the District of
Columbia in 2000. Males accounted for
75.3% of family violence offenders and
78.1% of nonfamily violence (table 5.5).
In violent crimes against a spouse, 80%
of the offenders were male; against a
boyfriend or girlfriend, 81.9%; and
against a stranger, 85.6% of the offend-
ers were male. Violent crimes against a
son or daughter had the lowest percent-
age of male offenders (67.3%) and the
highest of female offenders (32.7%).

Race

The majority of violent offenders were
white (defined here as both Hispanic
and non-Hispanic). Police statistics  

indicated that nearly 73% of family
violence offenders were white, slightly
more than 26% were black (also
defined as both Hispanic and
non-Hispanic), and 1% were of other
races. For violence between nonfamily
members, whites accounted for about
60% of offenders, blacks nearly 39%,
and other races slightly under 1%.

The percentage of black and white
offenders varied depending on the
relationship between the victim and the
offender. In violent crimes in which the
victim was the offender’s spouse,
73.7% of offenders were white and
25.2% were black; for boyfriend or
girlfriend victims, 57.6% of offenders
were white and 41.6% were black. 

The proportion of white offenders was
highest when the victim was the
offender’s parent (76.5%), and lowest
when the victim was a stranger (54.5%).
The proportion of black offenders was 

highest when the victim was a stranger  
(44.5%), and lowest when the victim
was the offender’s son or daughter
(22.2%).  

Age

The majority of violent offenders were
18 years of age or older, according to
police data. More than four-fifths of all
violent offenders were between ages 
18 and 54; nearly a sixth  were younger
than 18.

Offender age varied depending on the
relationship between the victim and
offender. About 81% of spouse offend-
ers were between ages 25 and 54. 
For violence against a boyfriend or
girlfriend, about 64% of offenders were
in this age range. Young adults between
ages 18 and 24 comprised 31.9% of
offenders of violence against a
boyfriend or girlfriend and 14.6% of
offenders against a spouse.
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 84.7% (634,096) of 748,252 violent crimes. 
Of these 634,096 crimes with recorded relationships, offender gender was reported for 99.9%; race for 98.1%; age for 95.4%. 
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

78,283242,233106,009426,52524,69321,16423,65227,783110,279207,571634,096Total offenses

3.03.11.42.77.11.40.85.73.83.83.155 or older
23.423.729.425.130.819.912.359.544.538.729.635 - 54
26.722.034.826.124.819.113.125.436.829.427.225 - 34
33.625.131.928.321.627.823.28.014.616.924.518 - 24
11.920.32.514.312.826.946.11.30.39.812.813 - 17
1.45.803.52.84.94.50.101.42.8Under 13

13.3%26.1%2.5%17.8%15.7%31.8%50.6%1.4%0.3%11.2%15.6%Under 18
Age

0.60.50.40.50.30.50.50.60.70.60.5Asian/Pacific Islander
0.30.40.40.40.40.50.20.40.40.40.4

American Indian/
   Alaska Native

0.90.90.80.90.71.00.81.01.11.00.9Other
44.535.841.638.933.131.722.822.225.226.134.7Black
54.5%63.2%57.6%60.2%66.1%67.3%76.5%76.8%73.7%72.9%64.4%White

Race

14.226.018.121.928.027.131.532.720.024.722.8Female
85.8%74.0%81.9%78.1%72.0%72.9%68.5%67.3%80.0%75.3%77.2%Male

Gender

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesOffender characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s—

Table 5.5. Offender demographic characteristics in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence 
in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship



For parents committing an act of
violence against a son or daughter,
fewer than 10% of offenders were
under age 25; approximately 25% were
between 25 and 34; and nearly 60%
were between ages 35 and 54.

Violent acts against a parent had the
highest proportion of juvenile offenders
(offenders less than age 18). As a
percentage of all offenders committing
violence against a parent, 50.6% were
under age 18. Juveniles under 18
accounted for 31.8% of offenders
committing an act of violence against a
sibling, 26.1% against a friend or
acquaintance, and 13.3% against a
stranger.

The proportion of children age 12 or
younger as violent offenders was
relatively low in police-recorded data.
Children under 13 accounted for 4.9%
of offenders of violence against siblings,
4.5% against parents, 5.8% against
friends or acquaintances, and 1.4%
against strangers.

Adults 55 or older accounted for less
than 4% of family violence offenders
and under 3% of nonfamily violence
offenders.  

Weapon use in family violence 
recorded by police

Offenders did not use a weapon in the
majority of violent crimes recorded by
police in 18 States and the District of
Columbia in 2000. Weapons were used
in fewer than 1 in 5 violent crimes (table
5.6). A smaller percentage of family
violence involved a weapon as
compared to nonfamily violence. Some
type of weapon was used in 15.5% of
violence against family members and
20.7% of that against nonfamily
members. 

Weapon use varied by the relationship
of the victim to the offender. For victims
who were a friend or acquaintance of
the offender, nearly 1 in 5 violent crimes
involved a weapon; for stranger crimes,
more than 1 in 3 violent crimes involved
a weapon.

Five percent of violence recorded by
police in NIBRS jurisdictions involved 
a firearm. Firearms were used in 1.7%
of violent crimes committed against a
spouse, 1.5% of those committed
against a boyfriend or girlfriend, 4.7%
against a friend or acquaintance, and
17.9% against a stranger.

The use of hands, fists, feet, and teeth
was found in nearly 63% of all violence
recorded in police statistics. The
proportion of violent crimes in which
these types of personal weapons were
used was highest when the victim was 
a boyfriend or girlfriend (73.4%), spouse
(72.4%), son or daughter (72.4%), or
sibling (70.2%). Personal weapons
were used in just under 57% of violent
crimes against a friend or acquaintance
and in 47% of violence against
strangers.
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 84.7% (634,096) of 748,252 violent crimes. Weapon use by the 
offender was reported for 90.8% of these 634,096 crimes with recorded relationships. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

78,283242,233106,009426,52524,69321,16423,65227,783110,279207,571634,096Total offenses

17.124.213.220.216.89.913.49.914.613.718.1No physical force used
47.156.873.459.166.070.266.572.472.470.962.9Hands, fists, feet, teeth
64.3%80.9%86.7%79.3%82.8%81.1%80.0%82.3%87.1%84.5%80.9%No weapon used

9.06.86.17.06.96.79.811.26.77.77.3Other
3.83.62.13.23.03.63.22.61.82.43.0Blunt object
5.04.03.64.14.15.94.72.12.73.43.8Knife
3.71.50.51.71.40.91.50.80.70.91.4Other gun

14.23.11.14.71.91.10.81.01.01.13.5Handgun
17.94.71.56.43.22.72.31.81.72.05.0Firearm
35.7%19.1%13.3%20.7%17.2%18.9%20.0%17.7%12.9%15.5%19.1%Weapon used

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimes

Weapon use 
by offender

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s—

Table 5.6. Weapon use by offender in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence 
in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship



Number of victims and offenders in
family violence recorded by police 

Most incidents of violence — whether
family or nonfamily — involved one
offender and one victim. A single
offender committing a violent crime
against a single victim described 76.9%
of family violence and 71.2% of
nonfamily violence, according to police
data in 18 States and the District of
Columbia in 2000 (table 5.7).

A single offender against a single 
victim was most characteristic of
spouse violence and boyfriend/girlfriend
violence. Of the 110,279 incidents of
police-recorded spouse violence, 84.4%
involved a spouse committing 
a violent crime against his/her spouse
and no one else. The comparable 
figure for the 106,009 incidents of
boyfriend/girlfriend violence was 85.2%.

Multiple offenders victimizing a lone
victim was most characteristic of
stranger violence. Of the 78,283
incidents of stranger violence, 13.8% 
fit that description.

In incidents of parents victimizing their
children, the most common situation
was one parent committing a crime
against one son or daughter (61.9%).
How often both parents victimized their
children is not shown. Incidents of multi-
ple offenders victimizing one person
accounted for 4.2% of all incidents of
parents victimizing their offspring, but
the offenders in these multiple-offender
incidents were not always both parents.
In some cases they may have been one
parent and, for example, that parent’s
boyfriend or girlfriend.

Violent crimes with multiple victims
accounted for 33.9% of violence by a
parent against his/her children, 29.6%
of violence between siblings, and 28.6%
of violence against other family
members.

In incidents of sons or daughters victim-
izing their parents, 13.6% involved one
son or daughter committing the crime
against multiple victims. How often
these multiple victims were both parents
is not shown. As presented, “multiple
victims” was defined to include both
parents or just one parent and other
persons.
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 84.7% (634,096) of 748,252 violent crimes. 
The number of victims and offenders was reported for all 634,096 crimes with recorded relationships. 
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

78,283242,233106,009426,52524,69321,16423,65227,783110,279207,571634,096Total offenses

12.911.29.511.111.015.87.710.310.010.510.9Multiple offenders
15.211.33.710.115.813.813.623.64.310.310.2One offender
28.1%22.5%13.2%21.2%26.8%29.6%21.3%33.9%14.3%20.8%21.1%Multiple victims

13.88.21.67.64.43.02.14.21.32.35.9Multiple offenders
58.169.385.271.268.867.476.661.984.476.973.1One offender
71.9%77.5%86.8%78.8%73.2%70.4%78.7%66.1%85.7%79.2%78.9%One victim

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimes

Number of victims
and offenders

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s—

Table 5.7. Number of victims and offenders in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence
in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship



Arrests for family violence recorded
by police 

The vast majority of arrests were made
for crimes of assault. Of all arrests for
violent crime recorded in police data,
68.4% were for incidents involving
simple assault, 19.4% were for aggra-
vated assault, and 5.6% were for intimi-
dation (table 5.8). 

Simple assaults accounted for a higher
proportion of arrests in family violence
(77.4%) compared to nonfamily

violence (62.3%). Family violence had
lower proportions of arrests for aggra-
vated assault (15.5%) and intimidation
(3.9%) compared to nonfamily violence
(22% and 6.8%, respectively). 

Violence against a spouse showed the
highest proportion of arrests for simple
assault (81.6%), followed by violence  
against a boyfriend or girlfriend (78.1%),
and a parent (76.7%). Among stranger
violence, simple assault showed the
lowest proportion of arrests (47.4%).  
Arrests for aggravated assault, as a

percentage of all arrests, were lowest
when the victim was the offender’s
spouse (13.7%) and highest when the
victim was a stranger (26.8%).

Intimidation comprised less than 3% of
all arrests for violence against a son or
daughter or a sibling, and nearly 9% of
arrests for violence against a friend or
acquaintance.

The percentage of arrests for sex
offenses was highest for victims who
were the offender’s son or daughter
(7.8%) or other family member (9.9%).
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 92.4% (252,196) of 273,023 arrests for violent crimes. 
Type of offense was reported for all 252,196 arrests with recorded relationships. Crimes with multiple offenses are counted under 
the most serious offense. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
aMurder includes nonnegligent manslaughter.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

26,63275,26148,849150,7429,5269,87212,36011,58358,113101,454252,196 Total arrests

0.60.40.40.50.40.20.11.40.30.40.4Other violent offenses
7.98.63.36.84.82.85.72.63.83.95.6Intimidation

47.457.378.162.365.871.676.770.981.677.468.4Simple assault
26.824.016.322.018.420.316.416.913.715.519.4Aggravated assault
14.02.10.23.60.30.10.200.10.12.2Robbery
1.53.90.62.45.82.50.34.30.11.42.0Sexual assault
1.33.30.82.14.12.30.33.50.31.21.8Rape
2.77.21.44.59.94.80.67.80.42.63.7Sex offenses
0.5%0.5%0.2%0.4%0.3%0.2%0.3%0.4%0.1%0.2%0.3%Murdera

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All arrests

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesType of offense

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of arrests for crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 5.8. Arrests in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence 
in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship 



Demographic characteristics 
of persons arrested for family 
violence recorded by police

Gender

The vast majority of persons arrested
for family violence were males. Accord-
ing to police statistics in 18 States and
the District of Columbia in 2000, males
made up 77.1% of all suspects arrested
for family violence (table 5.9). Males
also predominated among arrestees for
nonfamily violence, comprising 79% of
persons arrested.

The predominance of males as arres-
tees was greatest for stranger violence.
Among all persons arrested for stranger
violence in 2000, 84% were male.

Males made up about 81% of persons
arrested for violence against their
spouse, and about 81% of those

arrested for a violent crime against their
boyfriend or girlfriend.

Overall, females were 21.7% of persons
arrested for a violent crime. The female
percentage was greatest for violent
crimes by sons and daughters against
their parents. Specifically, females
made up 30.3% of persons arrested for
a crime of violence against a parent.

Race/Hispanic origin

Among persons arrested in 2000 for
family violence, whites comprised
68.9% of the total; blacks, 24.3%; and
Hispanics, 5.6%. Among those arrested
for nonfamily violence, the racial
composition was white, 58.1%; black,
34.8%; and Hispanic, 6%.

The category with the largest percent-
age of white arrestees was violence
against parents. Among persons  

arrested for that crime, whites were
74.5% of the total. The category with
the lowest percentage of white arres-
tees was stranger violence (55.7%).

Blacks’ highest percentage among
arrestees was for stranger violence
(36.7% of arrestees for that crime).
Blacks’ lowest percentage was violence
against their parents (20.7%).

Age

Most (51%) of the sons and daughters
arrested for a violent crime against their
parents were children under age 18.
Most (61.9%) of the parents arrested for
violently victimizing their sons or daugh-
ters were ages 35-54.
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 92.4% (252,196) of 273,023 arrests. Of these 252,196 arrests with
recorded relationships, arrestee gender was reported for 100%; race for 99.2%; age for 99.8%. In 95% of arrests, the gender, race, and age of at least
one arrestee matched that of the offender with the closest relationship to the victim. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.       
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

26,63275,26148,849150,7429,5269,87212,36011,58358,113101,454252,196Total arrests

2.42.61.42.25.61.00.85.63.63.42.755 or older
25.723.032.426.530.920.213.461.945.539.631.835 - 54
25.321.234.326.225.318.212.422.436.028.827.225 - 34
32.825.330.028.122.628.822.47.514.516.823.618 - 24
12.822.91.914.313.727.846.72.40.310.112.613 - 17
0.95.102.72.04.04.30.201.12.1Under 13

13.8%28.0%1.9%17.0%15.7%31.8%51.0%2.5%0.4%11.3%14.7%Under 18
Age

0.60.50.40.50.40.60.60.80.80.70.6Asian/Pacific Islander
0.50.70.50.60.50.50.30.50.40.40.5

American Indian/
Alaska Native

1.21.20.91.10.91.10.81.31.31.21.1Other
6.45.66.56.06.25.03.94.96.15.65.9Hispanic

36.733.835.234.833.229.920.721.723.224.330.6Black
55.7%59.4%57.4%58.1%59.7%64.0%74.5%72.2%69.4%68.9%62.4%White

Race/Hispanic origin

16.024.118.921.025.625.630.328.119.322.921.7Female
84.0%75.9%81.1%79.0%74.4%74.4%69.7%71.9%80.7%77.1%78.3%Male

Gender

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All arrests

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesArrestee characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of arrests for crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 5.9. Arrestee demographic characteristics in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence
in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship 



Demographic characteristics 
of victims of family violence 
in arrests recorded by police 

Gender

The majority of victims of violent crimes
in which an arrest was made were
female. Females accounted for 61% of
victims of all violence for which there
was an arrest (table 5.10). Police data
from NIBRS agencies in 2000 indicated
that nearly 72% of victims of family
violence and 54% of victims of nonfam-
ily violence which resulted in an arrest
were female.

The proportion of female victims of
violence that ended in arrest varied by
the relationship between the victim and
the offender. About 80% of victims who
were the spouse, boyfriend, or girlfriend

of the offender were female, while about
55% of victims who were the son or
daughter or sibling of the offender were
female.

Males accounted for nearly three-
quarters of the victims of violence
committed by a stranger who was
arrested; they comprised more than half
of the victims of violence committed by
a friend or acquaintance.

Race/Hispanic origin

Police statistics revealed that in violent
crimes for which there was an arrest,
69.2% of the victims were white, 24.8%
were black, and 4.9% were Hispanic. 

Among arrests for violence committed
by a son or daughter against their
parent, 76.2% of victims were white,
19.6% black; and 3.4% Hispanic.

Comparable figures for violence against
a sibling were white, 63.8%; black,
29.9%; and Hispanic, 5.2%. 

Of violence that resulted in an arrest
and comparing all categories of victims,
other family members had the lowest
proportion of white victims (60.9%), and
the highest percentages of black
(32.1%) and Hispanic victims (6.2%). 

Violence against strangers resulting in
an arrest showed the highest proportion
of white victims (77.3%) and the lowest
of black victims (17.6%).

Age

The majority of victims of violence that
resulted in arrest were adults. More
than three-fourths of these victims were
between ages 18 and 54, and about a
fifth were under 18.
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 92.4% (252,196) of 273,023 arrests. Of these 252,196 arrests with
recorded relationships, victim gender was reported for 99.5%; race for 97.7%; age for 96.5%. Victims of multiple offenses are counted under the most
serious offense. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

26,63275,26148,849150,7429,5269,87212,36011,58358,113101,454252,196Total arrests

4.52.91.42.710.41.616.60.22.94.93.655 or older
27.422.629.125.624.418.768.12.941.236.430.035 - 54
32.920.232.526.419.217.211.65.737.126.826.625 - 34
22.922.132.825.820.025.31.417.918.116.922.218 - 24
8.822.74.114.213.024.61.537.60.78.511.913 - 17
3.59.50.15.413.012.60.835.706.65.9Under 13

12.3%32.2%4.2%19.6%25.9%37.2%2.3%73.3%0.8%15.0%17.7%Under 18
Age

1.00.40.40.50.40.60.60.80.80.70.6Asian/Pacific Islander
0.30.40.50.40.50.50.20.40.40.40.4

American Indian/
   Alaska Native

1.20.80.90.90.81.10.81.21.21.11.0Other
3.94.45.64.76.25.23.44.75.65.34.9Hispanic

17.627.029.626.232.129.919.621.620.922.824.8Black
77.3%67.8%63.8%68.1%60.9%63.8%76.2%72.4%72.2%70.9%69.2%White

Race/Hispanic origin

27.446.281.154.360.754.868.254.780.471.761.3Female
72.6%53.8%18.9%45.7%39.3%45.2%31.8%45.3%19.6%28.3%38.7%Male

Gender

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All arrests

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesVictim characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of arrests for crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 5.10. Victim demographic characteristics in offenses for which an arrest occurred in police-recorded family violence
compared to nonfamily violence in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship



For the majority of arrests for violence
by a parent against a son or daughter,
the victim was under age 18. Victims
between ages 13 and 17 accounted for
37.6% of arrests for violence against a
son or daughter, and victims under age
13 accounted for 35.7%. By contrast, 
the victim was under age 13 in 3.5% of
arrests for violence against a stranger. 

Sons or daughters arrested for victimiz-
ing a parent had the highest proportion
of arrests for violence against victims
55 or older (16.6%). 

Arrest rates for family 
violence recorded by police

Arrests were made in less than half of
the violent crimes recorded by police,
according to police statistics for NIBRS
agencies in 2000. Just under 40% of all
violence resulted in an arrest (table
5.11). The arrest rate for family violence
is higher than for nonfamily violence.
Nearly half of all family violence crimes
had an arrest compared to about a third
of nonfamily violence.

Arrests were made in over half of
recorded violent crimes committed
against spouses (52.7%) and against
parents (52.3%). The rate of arrest was
somewhat lower for violence against a
sibling (46.6%), boyfriend or girlfriend
(46.1%), and son or daughter (41.7%).

Violent crimes with the lowest arrest
rate were those in which the victim was
a friend or acquaintance of the offender
(31.1%) or a stranger (34%).

The rate of arrest also varied by type 
of offense. Nearly 7 in 10 murders and
1 in 2 aggravated assaults resulted in
an arrest compared to roughly 1 in 4
robberies and sex offenses and 1 in 6
crimes of intimidation.

Nearly 80% of murders committed
against a parent or sibling resulted in
arrest. The arrest rate for murder was
lowest when the victim was a spouse of
the offender (49.6%), a son or daughter
(60.3%), or a stranger (65.5%).

Arrest rates for aggravated assault were
highest when thevictim was the

offender’s spouse (63.9%) or parent
(64.3%). Arrest rates were lowest for
this crime when the victim was the
offender's friend or acquaintance
(43.9%) or was a stranger (43.9%).

Arrest rates by demographic 
characteristics of offenders 
for family violence recorded 
by police

During a criminal investigation, law
enforcement may learn information
about an offender, even if that offender
is not arrested. For example, an assault
victim tells the police that his assailant
was a white male between ages 25 and
35. While the police may not make an
arrest in this case, they nevertheless
record the information provided about
the offender as a suspect.

Information recorded in NIBRS on
offender demographic characteristics
indicated that 75.3% — 156,300 offend-
ers — of suspected family violence
offenders were male. 
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 84.7% (634,096) of 748,252 violent crimes and 92.4% (252,196) 
of 273,023 arrests for these crimes. Offense type was reported for all of these crimes and arrests. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
aIncludes nonnegligent manslaughter.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

78,283242,233106,009426,52524,69321,16423,65227,783110,279207,571634,096Total offenses
26,63275,26148,849150,7429,5269,87212,36011,58358,113101,454252,196Total arrests

25.245.656.040.026.147.236.119.743.327.934.7Other violent offenses
21.514.116.215.516.320.629.425.819.220.616.7Intimidation
39.533.148.538.942.447.553.544.355.852.044.0Simple assault
43.943.956.846.451.458.964.353.963.960.350.1Aggravated assault
22.934.834.825.629.741.753.237.550.040.825.8Robbery
30.729.533.129.926.830.927.122.938.926.128.7Sexual assault
19.126.725.225.429.934.829.529.130.930.626.7Rape
23.928.227.927.628.032.628.325.432.128.027.7Sex offenses
65.5%74.8%69.8%71.6%84.8%78.6%79.5%60.3%49.6%62.4%69.0%Murdera

34.0%31.1%46.1%35.3%38.6%46.6%52.3%41.7%52.7%48.9%39.8%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesType of offense

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Arrest rates for crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 5.11. Arrest rates in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence 
in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship and offense



Among violent crime recorded by police
in NIBRS agencies in 2000, 50% —
78,150 offenders — of the 156,300
males suspected were arrested by
police (table 5.12).

Gender

For violence committed by males, the
arrest rate was higher for family
violence compared to nonfamily
violence. Half of all police-recorded
family violence in which the suspected
offender was male resulted in an arrest
(table 5.12). For nonfamily violence

committed by males, the arrest rate was
slightly more than a third. Overall,
two-fifths of male offenders were
arrested for violence recorded by police
in 18 States and the District of Colum-
bia in 2000.

More than half of all males suspected 
of violence against their spouse or
parent were arrested. The same was
true for females.

Arrest rates for female offenders were
slightly lower than those for male
offenders for every relationship
category except two. Females had a
slightly higher arrest rate for violence
against a boyfriend or girlfriend and
against a stranger.

Race/Hispanic origin

Compared to other races, American
Indian/Alaska Natives showed the
highest arrest rates for violent crime.
More than half (55.2%) of all suspected
offenders of this racial group were
arrested. Asian/Pacific Islanders were
arrested at a rate of 46.5%.

Arrest rates were lowest for blacks;
35.5% of suspected black offenders
were arrested for a violent crime,
compared to 40.5% of white offenders
and 50.3% of offenders of other races.

Blacks suspected of committing
violence against a stranger were
arrested at a rate of 3 in 10. In compari-
son, 1 in 2 blacks accused of commit-
ting spouse abuse were arrested. 
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45.523,33051,270Female
50.0%78,150156,300Male

Percent
arrested

Number
arrested

Number
suspectedGender

Family violence offenders

Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 84.7% (634,096) of 748,252 violent crimes and 92.4% (252,196) 
of 273,023 arrests for these crimes. Of these 252,196 arrests with recorded relationships, offender gender was reported for 100%; race for 99.2%; 
age for 99.8%. In 95% of arrests, the gender, race, and age of at least one offender matched that of the offender with the closest relationship to 
the victim. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

78,283242,233106,009426,52524,69321,16423,65227,783110,279207,571634,096Total offenses
26,63275,26148,849150,7429,5269,87212,36011,58358,113101,454252,196Total arrests

32.727.446.631.031.735.152.842.652.345.237.055 or older
42.431.751.539.440.147.755.944.454.550.844.435 - 54
36.731.646.437.641.045.150.137.252.248.741.625 - 34
37.533.044.137.241.749.251.638.852.649.440.018 - 24
41.337.035.837.642.749.154.157.954.651.141.113 - 17
27.229.024.028.828.938.050.0042.940.430.7Under 13
39.9%35.2%35.7%35.8%40.2%47.3%53.7%54.7%54.1%49.8%39.2%Under 18

Age

34.435.652.638.451.954.158.053.962.659.646.5Asian/Pacific Islander
56.548.660.852.851.652.668.052.866.860.955.2

American Indian/
Alaska Native

41.941.757.045.151.753.460.953.564.060.150.3Other
28.829.839.232.139.044.247.741.148.745.835.5Black
37.2%30.4%48.6%35.8%36.5%46.2%52.5%40.5%52.1%48.3%40.5%White

Race

38.328.848.334.035.444.350.336.251.245.538.1Female
33.5%31.9%45.6%35.8%39.8%47.5%53.2%44.4%53.1%50.0%40.3%Male

Gender

34.0%31.1%46.1%35.3%38.6%46.6%52.3%41.7%52.7%48.9%39.8%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesOffender characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Arrest rates for crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 5.12. Arrest rates in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence in 18 States
and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship and offender demographic characteristics



Arrest rates were not available for
arrestees of Hispanic origin because
these data were not recorded for
suspected offenders.

Age

Arrest rates were highest for offenders
between ages 35 and 54.  Approxi-
mately 50% of suspected family
violence offenders in this age group
were arrested; for nonfamily violence,
nearly 40% were arrested. 

Offenders under 13 years of age had
the lowest arrest rates (30.7%).
However, 50% of the children under 13
who were suspected of violence against
their parents were arrested. The group
with the highest arrest rate for this
crime belonged to the age category
35-54 (55.9%).   

Arrest rates by demographic 
characteristics of victims of family
violence recorded by police 

Gender

Overall, arrest rates were slightly higher
for violent crimes in which the victim
was female rather than male, according
to police data in 18 States and the
District of Columbia in 2000. Arrest
rates for violence against female family
members were also slightly higher than
those against male family members.
However, for crimes against nonfamily
members, arrest rates were higher
when the victims were male.

The difference in arrest rates for crimes
against female victims compared to
male victims is small for family violence.
Arrests were made in 49.5% of crimes 

in which the victim was a female family
member and 47.3% of those against a
male family member (table 5.13). 

However, arrest rates were slightly
lower when the victim was the
offender's daughter or sister, compared
to those when the victim was the
offender's son or brother. 

For police-recorded nonfamily violence,
arrest rates were higher for crimes
against males (35.7%) compared to
females (34.8%). For violence in which
the victim and offender were strangers,
arrest rates were higher for crimes
against male victims (37.5%) compared
to female victims (26.8%).
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 84.7% (634,096) of 748,252 violent crimes and 92.4% (252,196) 
of 273,023 arrests for these crimes. Of these 252,196 arrests with recorded relationships, victim gender was reported for 99.5%; race for 97.7%; 
age for 96.5%. Victims of multiple offenses are counted under the most serious offense. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

78,283242,233106,009426,52524,69321,16423,65227,783110,279207,571634,096Total offenses
26,63275,26148,849150,7429,5269,87212,36011,58358,113101,454252,196Total arrests

30.129.356.332.144.344.455.730.353.051.540.655 or older
32.529.950.836.139.245.152.438.553.751.542.335 - 54
39.230.745.937.538.545.053.148.351.349.841.725 - 34
29.330.043.334.339.847.340.848.751.548.837.818 - 24
27.133.535.832.939.149.239.444.550.645.035.713 - 17
25.927.830.527.630.344.1035.548.635.630.8Under 13
26.8%31.6%35.7%31.3%34.1%47.3%26.5%39.6%50.5%40.3%33.9%Under 18

Age

30.433.052.035.441.756.361.148.962.158.343.9Asian/Pacific Islander
37.146.164.750.848.452.166.750.069.260.754.3

American Indian/
Alaska Native

31.638.358.441.045.154.362.649.364.259.147.6Other
27.837.253.640.143.055.659.841.060.354.845.3Hispanic
24.628.837.730.938.544.047.140.747.945.035.0Black
36.9%31.4%50.5%36.8%38.1%47.2%53.2%41.9%53.5%49.7%41.2%White

Race/Hispanic origin

26.828.945.534.838.744.952.440.753.049.540.5Female
37.5%33.0%48.6%35.7%38.3%48.8%51.9%42.8%51.5%47.3%38.5%Male

Gender

34.0%31.1%46.1%35.3%38.6%46.6%52.3%41.7%52.7%48.9%39.8%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesVictim characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Arrest rates for crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 5.13. Arrest rates in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence in 18 States
and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship and victim demographic characteristics



Race/Hispanic origin

Arrest rates were highest for violent
crimes against American Indian/Alaska
Native victims, followed by violence
against Hispanic victims. Arrests were
made in 54.3% of recorded violent
crimes against American Indian/ Alaska
Natives and in 45.3% of violence
against Hispanics.

Police-recorded data from NIBRS
agencies in 2000 showed that arrest
rates were lowest for violence against
blacks (35%).

Arrest rates were higher for family
violence compared to nonfamily
violence for each racial category of
victims. Nearly 55% of recorded family
violence against Hispanics and 50% of
that against whites resulted in an arrest.
The corresponding arrest rates for
nonfamily violence were 40% for
Hispanic victims and 37% for white
victims.

For black victims, arrests were made in
45% of family violence and 30.9% of
nonfamily violence. Crimes committed
by strangers against blacks had the
lowest arrest rates — less than 25%.

Age

Among all violent crimes, arrest rates
were highest (42.3%) for crimes against
victims ages 35-54. For family violence,
roughly half of all crimes committed
against victims in each of the age
categories age 18 or older resulted in
arrest. For nonfamily violence, recorded
crimes against victims between ages 
25 and 34 had the highest arrest rate
(37.5%).  

Arrest rates were lowest for both family
and nonfamily violence against victims
under age 13. Across nearly all relation-
ship categories, arrest rates were
lowest for crimes against victims in this
age category.

Weapon possession at time of 
arrest for family violence recorded
by police 

Few offenders (3.9%) arrested for
violence were armed at the time of
arrest (table 5.14). A lower percentage
of persons arrested for family violence
were armed at the time of arrest (3%)
compared to those arrested for
nonfamily violence (4.6%).

The relationship categories with the
lowest proportion of armed arrestees
occurred when the victim was the
spouse (2.5%) or the boyfriend or
girlfriend (2.4%) of the offender. 

Violence against a stranger (7.1%) was
the relationship category with the
largest percentage of offenders armed
at the time of arrest. The second largest
percentage of armed arrestees
occurred among those accused of
violence against a friend or acquain-
tance (5.1%). These two groups also
accounted for the highest proportion of
arrestees carrying firearms (4% and
2.1%, respectively).
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Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 92.4% (252,196) of 273,023 arrests for violent crimes. 
Weapon at time of arrest was reported for all 252,196 arrests with recorded relationships. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

26,63275,26148,849150,7429,5269,87212,36011,58358,113101,454252,196Total arrests

92.9%94.9%97.6%95.4%95.5%95.6%96.4%96.9%97.5%97.0%96.1%Unarmed

0.80.80.30.70.60.80.60.50.30.40.6Blunt object
2.32.11.41.92.22.52.11.21.11.51.7Knife
1.10.60.20.60.40.40.40.60.30.30.5Other firearm
0.30.30.10.20.30.20.20.10.20.20.2Shotgun
0.20.20.10.20.10.20.10.10.10.10.2Rifle
2.41.10.41.10.90.40.20.50.50.50.8Handgun
4.02.10.82.01.71.20.91.41.11.11.7Firearm
7.1%5.1%2.4%4.6%4.5%4.4%3.6%3.1%2.5%3.0%3.9%Armed

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All arrests

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimes

Weapon possession
at time of arrest

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of arrests for crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 5.14. Weapon possession at time of arrest in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence
in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship



Disposition of juvenile arrestees of
family violence recorded by police 
 
The majority (73.7%) of juvenile arres-
tees under age 18 were referred to
another authority such as another police
department, a juvenile court, some
other court, a probation department, or
a welfare agency (table 5.15). About 1
in 4 juvenile arrestees were handled by
the arresting agency. These juveniles
were usually released to a parent or
released with a warning.

44   Family Violence Statistics

Note:  Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported for 90.6% (37,064) of 40,891 arrests of juveniles for violent crimes. 
Disposition of the juvenile by the arresting agency was reported for all 37,064 arrests. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source:  FBI, 2000 National Incident-Based Reporting System.

3,66521,02795025,6421,4923,1336,29329221211,42237,064Total juvenile arrests

74.072.374.772.677.575.776.171.677.476.173.7
Referred to 

another authority

26.0%27.7%25.3%27.4%22.5%24.3%23.9%28.4%22.6%23.9%26.3%
Handled by 

arresting agency

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All juvenile arrests

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
familySiblingParent

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesDisposition of juvenile 

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of juvenile arrests for crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 5.15. Disposition of juvenile arrestees in police-recorded family violence compared to nonfamily violence 
in 18 States and the District of Columbia in 2000, by relationship



About the data in this section

To compare the prosecution of family
and nonfamily violence defendants, this
section drew from a survey of adults
charged with felony assault, the most
frequent type of violent felony commit-
ted within families. The comparison
could not be made for the full range of
violent crimes because the needed data
are not widely available.

In this section, “family assault” and
“nonfamily assault” refer to the approxi-
mately 1,500 defendants charged with
felony assault during May 2000 in the
State courts of 11 large counties. The
felony assault cases were from the BJS
survey State Court Processing
Statistics.

In this section, the basis for distinguish-
ing between family and nonfamily
assault was the existing statutes in the
11 counties. All 11 had at least 1 statute
that specified penalties for family
assault. Defendants were treated here
as having been charged with family
assault if the statute they were charged
under was specific to assault against a

“spouse,” “family” or “household”
member, or “domestic partner.”

Family assault as a proportion 
of all assaults

Of the estimated 1,517 felony assault
cases filed in the State courts of 11
counties during May 2000, about a third
of the defendants were charged with
family assault (table 6.1). The remaining
two-thirds of defendants were either
accused of nonfamily assault or their
relationship to the victim was not
specified.

Demographic characteristics of
family assault defendants 

Gender

Males charged with felony assault
included 33.8% that were against a
family member, compared to 25% of
females charged with assault (table
6.1). The difference was not statistically
significant, however. 

Race/Hispanic origin

Family assaults made up 40.1% of all
assaults that Hispanics were charged
with committing. That percentage was
greater than the corresponding figures
for whites (28.7%) and blacks (28.2%).

Age

Family assaults accounted for more of
the assaults that defendants over age
34 (39.2%) were charged with commit-
ting than those under age 35 (28.4%)
(not shown in table).

The average age of family assault
defendants (33 years) was about the
same as that of defendants charged
with nonfamily assault (31 years).

Criminal history of family assault
defendants

Criminal history records of the defen-
dants provided information on previous
arrests and convictions. Although these
records show prior arrests and convic-
tions, they do not show whether any of
these arrests or convictions were for
family assault.   

State prosecution of family assault
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Note:  Data on the defendant's gender were reported for 99.7% 
of the 1,517 cases; race for 99%; age for 99.1%.  
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

1,0244931,517Total defendants

80.419.610055 or older
58.841.210035 - 54
65.234.810025 - 34
76.823.210018 - 24
100%0%100%Under 18

Age at arrest

73.326.7100Other
59.940.1100Hispanic
71.828.2100Black
71.3%28.7%100%White

Race/Hispanic origin

75.025.0100Female
66.2%33.8%100%Male

Gender

67.5%32.5%100%All defendants

Nonfamily
assault 

Family
assault

All 
assaults

Percent of defendants charged with —
Defendant
characteristic

Table 6.1. Family assault cases as a percent of all felony
assault cases in State courts of 11 large counties in
2000, by defendant demographic characteristics

Note:  Data on prior arrest charges were reported for 97.3% of all cases.
Prior arrest figures pertain to all prior arrests, whether or not the prior
offense was for family violence.  
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

1,0244931,517Total defendants
20.921.021.010 or more
18.025.520.45-9
23.024.023.32-4
11.6%13.2%12.1%1

Number of prior arrest charges
73.5%83.7%76.8%With prior arrest

26.5%16.3%23.2%Without prior arrest

100%100%100%All defendants

Nonfamily
assault

Family
assault

All 
assaultsPrior arrests

Percent with a prior arrest, for 
defendants charged with —

Table 6.2. Number of prior arrest charges of family assault
defendants compared to nonfamily assault defendants 
in State courts of 11 large counties in 2000



Of the approximately 1,500 felony
assault cases, the criminal histories
were more serious for family assault
defendants than for those charged with
nonfamily assault. Seriousness is
measured in terms of prior arrests 
and convictions.

Prior arrests

While the number of defendants with a
prior arrest for family assault could not
be determined, information on the
number of defendants who had previ-
ously been arrested for some type of
crime was available. Defendants
charged with family assault (83.7%)
were more likely than nonfamily assault
defendants (73.5%) to have at least one
prior arrest for a felony or misdemeanor
(table 6.2). Among defendants charged
with family assault, an estimated 13.2%
had 1 prior arrest for some type of
crime; 24% had from 2 to 4 prior
arrests; 25.5%, from 5 to 9 prior 
arrests; and 21%, 10 or more.  

Family assault defendants (61.4%) did
not differ significantly from those
charged with nonfamily assault (56.1%)
in the percentage having at least one
prior felony arrest for any type of crime
(table 6.3). About 39% of family assault
defendants had no prior felony arrest
record. 

Prior convictions

Although the number of defendants 
with a prior conviction for family assault
could not be determined, information 
on the number of defendants who had
previously been convicted for some 
type of felony or misdemeanor was
available. Approximately three-fourths

of family assault defendants had been
previously convicted of a felony 
or misdemeanor, compared to three-
fifths of nonfamily assault defendants
(table 6.4). An estimated 18.4% of
family assault defendants had 5 or
more prior convictions, including 6.5%
who had 10 or more.  
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Note: Data on prior convictions were reported for 97.2% of all cases. Detail for “number 
of prior convictions” does not add to total with a prior conviction because this information
was unknown for a small number of cases. Prior conviction figures pertain to all prior convictions,
whether or not the prior offense was for family violence.
*Includes prior felony convictions for violent offenses, such as murder, rape, or robbery.
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

1,0244931,517Total defendants
5.66.55.910 or more

15.111.914.15-9
23.734.627.22-4
15.0%19.1%16.4%1

Number of prior convictions

26.040.730.7Misdemeanor
21.417.820.2Nonviolent
12.514.513.2Violent*
33.9%32.3%33.4%Felony

Most serious prior conviction
59.9%73.0%64.1%With prior conviction

40.1%27.0%35.9%Without prior conviction

100%100%100%All defendants

Nonfamily
assault

Family
assault 

All 
assaultsPrior convictions

Percent with a prior conviction, 
for defendants charged with —

Table 6.4. Number of prior convictions of family assault defendants compared to
nonfamily assault defendants in State courts of 11 large counties in 2000

Note: Data on prior felony arrest charges were reported for 97.3% of all cases. Prior arrest figures
pertain to all prior arrests, whether or not the prior offense was for family violence.
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

1,0244931,517Total defendants
10.26.38.910 or more
12.415.213.35-9
18.621.719.62-4
14.9%18.2%16.0%1

Number of prior felony arrest charges
56.1%61.4%57.8%With prior felony arrest

26.516.323.2No prior arrests
17.422.319.0Nonfelony arrests
43.9%38.6%42.2%Without prior felony arrest

100%100%100%All defendants

Nonfamily
assault

Family
assault 

All 
assaultsPrior felony arrests

Percent with a prior felony arrest, 
for defendants charged with —

Table 6.3. Number of prior felony arrest charges of family assault 
defendants compared to nonfamily assault defendants in State 
courts of 11 large counties in 2000



About a third of assault defendants,
both family (32.3%) and nonfamily
(33.9%), had at least one prior felony
conviction (table 6.5). An estimated
3.5% of family assault defendants had
five or more prior felony convictions.

Criminal justice status at time of arrest

Some defendants had an active crimi-
nal justice status at the time of their
arrest, such as having been released
pending disposition of a prior case or
being on parole supervision in the
community. The criminal justice status
was not necessarily for family assault. 

The likelihood of having an active crimi-
nal justice status at the time of the
arrest was about the same whether the
defendant was charged with family
(38.3%) or nonfamily assault (31.7%)
(table 6.6). At the time of their arrest,
about 28% of family assault defendants
were on probation and almost 5% had
been on pretrial release pending dispo-
sition of other charges.

Pretrial release of family assault
defendants

One of the first decisions a court makes
in a case is whether to release or detain
the defendant before the case is
disposed. By posting bail or agreeing to
nonfinancial conditions (such as not
posting bail but being held liable for the
amount should the defendant fail to
appear in court), a defendant can be
allowed to return to the community.
Before releasing a defendant, the judge
considers the defendant’s risk of
“pretrial misconduct,” such as failing to
appear in court when ordered, violating
conditions of the release (such as failing
a drug test), or being arrested for a new
crime.

Family (48.6%) and nonfamily (47.7%)
assault defendants did not differ in the
likelihood of being released pending
case disposition (table 6.7). Of the 493
family assault defendants, 253 (51.4%)
were held in jail until their case was
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Note: Data on criminal justice status at time of arrest were reported for 95.6% of all cases.  
Some defendants with a criminal justice status had more than 1 type of status. For those 
cases, the status indicated is the most serious.
*Includes all defendants released prior to case disposition.
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

1,0244931,517Total defendants

1.30.51.0Other 
1.00.81.0In custody
5.74.45.3Parole
6.34.75.8Pretrial release*

17.4%27.9%20.8%Probation

31.7%38.3%33.9%All defendants

Nonfamily
assault

Family
assault 

All 
assaults

Percent with a criminal justice status, for defendants charged with —
At time of arrest, 
defendant was on -

Table 6.6. At time of arrest, criminal justice status of family assault 
defendants compared to nonfamily assault defendants in State courts 
of 11 large counties in 2000

Note: Data on prior felony convictions were reported for 96.6% of all cases. Prior conviction
figures pertain to all prior convictions, whether or not the prior offense was for family violence.
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

1,0244931,517Total defendants
0.80.60.710 or more
4.72.94.15-9

15.414.315.12-4
13.0%14.5%13.5%1

Number of prior felony convictions
33.9%32.3%33.4%With prior felony conviction

40.127.035.9No prior convictions
26.040.730.7Nonfelony convictions
66.1%67.7%66.6%Without prior felony conviction

100%100%100%All defendants

Nonfamily
assault

Family
assault 

All 
assaultsPrior felony convictions

Percent with a prior felony conviction, 
for defendants charged with —

Table 6.5. Number of prior felony convictions of family assault defendants
compared to nonfamily assault defendants in State courts of 11 large 
counties in 2000

Note: Data on detention/release outcome were reported for 94.5% of all cases.
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

1,0244931,517Total defendants

5.43.74.8Denied bail
46.947.747.2Held on bail
52.3%51.4%52.0%Detained until case disposition

14.117.115.1Nonfinancial release
33.631.532.9Financial release
47.7%48.6%48.0%Released before case disposition

100%100%100%All defendants

Nonfamily
assault

Family 
assault

All 
assaultsPretrial release/detention

Percent released or detained, for defendants charged with —

Table 6.7. Pretrial release or detention of family assault defendants compared to
nonfamily assault defendants in State courts of 11 large counties in 2000



disposed. The vast majority of these
253 detained defendants usually had an
opportunity to post bail, but for one
reason or another, did not do so (235 of
the 253 or 93%).

About 80% of family assault defendants
were either released (31.5%) or held on
bail (47.7%) by the court. Among family
assault defendants who had a bail set,
three-fifths could not post the amount
required to be released (47.7% / 79.2%
= 60%). The median bail amount for
defendants charged with family assault
was $35,000, and the mean was
$66,000 (table 6.8).

Time from arrest to release

Among all 728 defendants charged with
assault and released pending case
disposition, over 90% of releases
occurred within 1 month of arrest (table
6.9). Twenty-five percent of those
charged with family assault were
released within 1 day of arrest. 

Conduct of released defendants

Defendants released after being
charged with family assault (20.8%)
were not significantly more likely than
those released after being charged with
nonfamily assault (26%) to commit
some type of misconduct before the
court disposed of their case, such as
being rearrested for a new crime.
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Note: Data on bail amount were reported for 99% of all defendants for whom a bail 
amount was set.  
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

8243901,214
Total defendants released
or held on bail

$130,000$66,000$109,000Mean
$25,000$35,000$25,000Median

38.647.141.3$50,000 or more
12.422.915.8$25,000-$49,999
24.111.320.0$10,000-$24,999
12.29.911.5$5,000-$9,999
12.7%8.8%11.4%Under $5,000

100%100%100%
All defendants released 
or held on bail

Nonfamily
assault

Family 
assault

All 
assaultsBail amount

     Percent of defendants charged with —

Table 6.8. Bail amount set for family assault defendants compared to nonfamily
assault defendants released or held on bail before case disposition in State
courts of 11 large counties in 2000

*Includes failure to appear in court or violation 
of release conditions. 

12.49.311.4Other misconduct*
   13.6% 11.5%12.9%Rearrested

   26.0% 20.8%24.3%Total

Nonfamily
assault

Family
assault

All
assaults

Percent of defendants
charged with —After pretrial release,

percent committing
misconduct

Note: Data on time from arrest to release were reported for 94.1% of defendants
given pretrial release.  Release data were collected for 1 year.  
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

488240728Total released

91.092.291.41 month
74.672.473.91 week
36.5%24.9%32.8%1 day

Nonfamily assaultFamily assault  All assaults

Cumulative percent of defendants charged with —After arrest, defendants
released within -

Table 6.9. Time from arrest to pretrial release for family assault defendants
compared to nonfamily assault defendants released before case disposition in
State courts of 11 large counties in 2000

Note: Data on time from arrest to adjudication were reported for 97.9% of all cases.  
The median time from arrest to adjudication includes cases still pending at the end of the study.
Knowing the exact times for these cases would not change the medians reported.  
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

1,0244931,517Total defendants

133.047.099.0Median time (in days)

87.192.188.81 year
63.980.969.56 months
36.869.647.53 months
14.039.322.21 month
1.0%5.6%2.5%1 week

Nonfamily assaultFamily assault  All assaults

Cumulative percent of defendants charged with —  After arrest, cases
adjudicated within -

Table 6.10. Time from arrest to adjudication for family assault 
defendants compared to nonfamily assault defendants in State 
courts of 11 large counties in 2000



Outcome of family assault cases

Time from arrest to adjudication

A greater percentage of family assault
cases (69.6%) than nonfamily assault
cases (36.8%) were adjudicated within
the first 3 months following the arrest
(table 6.10). About 9 in 10 assault
cases, both family and nonfamily, were
adjudicated within 1 year of arrest.  

Adjudication outcome

Criminal cases are adjudicated several
different ways. They result in no convic-
tion when the case is dismissed by the
court or the defendant is acquitted by a
judge or jury. Convictions are the result
of a guilty plea or the defendant being
found guilty at a trial. Other outcomes
include deferred adjudication based on
the defendant’s good behavior or
pretrial diversion into programs such as
substance abuse treatment or
counseling.

The probability of being convicted of a
felony was about the same for family
(48.1%) and nonfamily (45.3%) assault
defendants (whose cases were adjudi-
cated within 1 year) in the 11 counties
(table 6.11). Moreover, the probability of
being convicted of some type of felony
or misdemeanor was greater for family
assault defendants (71.3%) as
compared to nonfamily assault defen-
dants (61%).

Twenty-five percent of defendants
charged with family assault were not
convicted, including about 24% not
prosecuted because the charges were
dismissed. An additional 4% of family
assault cases had other outcomes,
such as pretrial diversion, and were not
prosecuted. 

Time from conviction to sentencing

About 3 in 4 of defendants convicted of
either family or nonfamily assault were
sentenced within 30 days of conviction
(table 6.12).

Almost half of the defendants convicted
of family assault received their sentence
within a day.
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Note:  An estimated 1,360 cases were adjudicated within the 1-year study period. Data on  
adjudication outcome were reported for 97.9% of those cases that had been adjudicated.  
*Includes diversion and deferred adjudication. 
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

9034571,360Total adjudicated 

10.5%3.6%8.1%Other outcome*

0.91.31.1Acquitted
27.623.826.4Dismissed
28.5%25.1%27.5%Not convicted

15.723.218.2Misdemeanor
45.348.146.2Felony
61.0%71.3%64.4%Convicted

100%100%100%All adjudicated

Nonfamily
assault

Family
assault 

All 
assaultsAdjudication outcome

Percent convicted, for defendants charged with —

Table 6.11. Adjudication outcome for family assault defendants compared 
to nonfamily assault defendants in State courts of 11 large counties in 2000

Note: Data on time from conviction to sentencing were reported for 96% 
of defendants convicted of felony assault.  
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

438237675Total convicted of felony assault

8.510.49.361 days or more
14.912.814.131-60 days
15.427.920.12-30 days
61.2%48.9%56.5%0-1 day

100%100%100%All convicted of felony assault

Nonfamily
assault

Family 
assault

All 
assaults

Percent of defendants convicted of —
After conviction, defendants
sentenced within -

Table 6.12. Time from conviction to sentencing for defendants convicted
of family assault compared to nonfamily assault in State courts 
of 11 large counties in 2000



Sentencing outcome

State courts sentenced over 80% of
persons convicted of family (86.3%) and
nonfamily (81.3%) assault to either
prison (confinement in a State facility
usually for more than a year) or jail
(confinement in a local facility usually
for a year or less) (table 6.13). While
most incarceration sentences for family
assault were to jail (58.9% / 86.3% =
68%), a majority of persons convicted
and sentenced to incarceration for
nonfamily assault were sent to prison
(50.7% / 81.3% = 62%).

Forty-five percent of persons sent to
prison for family assault received a 
sentence of more than 2 years,
compared to 76.6% of nonfamily
assault offenders sent to prison (table
6.14). The average State prison
sentence for family assault was about
38 months.

Among defendants convicted of family
assault and sentenced to jail, the mean
sentence was almost 7 months, and the
median was 6 months. About 4 in 5 jail
sentences for family assault were for
more than 3 months.
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Note: Data on type of sentence were reported for 96% of defendants convicted of felony assault.
Sentences to incarceration that were wholly suspended are included under probation. Sentences
to incarceration or probation may have included a fine, restitution, community service, treatment,
or other court-ordered conditions. 
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

438237675Total convicted of felony assault

0.500.4Fine
18.213.716.5Probation
18.7%13.7%16.9%Nonincarceration

30.658.941.2Jail
50.727.441.9Prison
81.3%86.3%83.1%Incarceration

100%100%100%All convicted of felony assault

Nonfamily assault  Family assault All assaultsSentence type
Percent incarcerated, for defendants convicted of —

Table 6.13. Most severe sentence received by defendants convicted 
of family assault compared to nonfamily assault in State courts 
of 11 large counties in 2000

Note: Data on length of sentence were reported for 100% of all cases in which a defendant
received a prison or jail sentence.  Table excludes portions of sentences that were suspended.  
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Excludes life sentences.
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

134140274Total sentenced to jail

9.06.06.0Median
8.46.87.5Mean

Number of months

000Over 12 months
43.92433.110-12 months
11.29.310.27-9 months
39.350.445.34-6 months
5.613.29.72-3 months

0%3.1%1.7%1 month or less

100%100%100%Sentenced to jail

22265287Total sentenced to prison

48.024.048.0Median
98.138.383.4Mean

Number of months

7.605.7Life
6.504.9Over 120 months*

15.810.014.373-120 months
19.61.715.249-72 months
27.233.328.725-48 months
23.4%55.0%31.1%1-24 months

100%100%100%Sentenced to prison

Nonfamily assault  Family assault All assaultsMaximum sentence length 
Percent of defendants convicted of —

Table 6.14. Length of prison and jail sentences for defendants convicted 
of family assault compared to nonfamily assault in State courts of 11 large
counties in 2000



About the data in this section

The Federal Government has jurisdic-
tion over violent crimes between family
members that occur on Indian reserva-
tions, military bases, and other such
Federal entities. The victim-offender
relationship for these crimes of violence
cannot be identified in the automated
databases of Federal justice agencies,
so that this section has no statistics on
them.

The databases of Federal justice
agencies do contain identifiable data on
two types of "domestic violence," and
these two come closest to providing
information on family violence cases in
the Federal justice system: 

1. Interstate travel to commit domestic
violence ("interstate domestic violence")
2. Possession of a firearm by a person
previously convicted of domestic
violence ("firearm-related domestic
violence").
 
This section presents information on 
the two categories of Federal offenders.
Tables 7.1 and 7.2 give statistics on
both types. Table 7.3 gives data just on
interstate domestic violence because
firearm-related domestic violence cases
are not identifiable in the data source
for this table.

As the term is used in this section,
domestic violence includes one form of
family violence — spouse violence —
and one form of nonfamily violence —
intimate partner violence. The statistics
are from the Federal Justice Statistics
Program (FJSP) and cover the 3-year
period from 2000 to 2002. 

How much domestic violence comes
to the attention of Federal
prosecutors

Over the 3 years from 2000 to 2002 a
total of 757 suspects were referred to
U.S. attorneys for alleged violations of

Federal domestic violence laws (table
7.1). The 757 represented 4% of the
18,653 Federal suspects referred to
U.S. attorneys 
for alleged violent crimes from 2000 to
2002. 

Of the 757, 83.2% (630) were
suspected of firearm-related domestic
violence. They were suspected of
possessing a firearm in violation of
Federal statutes that make firearm
possession a Federal felony for anyone
with a prior misdemeanor conviction for
domestic violence.

The remaining 16.8% (127) were
suspected of interstate domestic
violence: interstate travel to commit
domestic violence.

Of the 630 suspects referred to U.S.
attorneys for a firearm-related domestic
violence offense, 406 were suspected
of violating the Federal law that prohib

its firearm possession by someone with
a prior misdemeanor domestic violence
conviction. The remaining 224 were
suspected of violating the law that
prohibits firearm possession by
someone subject to a protection order.

Of the 127 suspects referred to U.S.
attorneys for an interstate domestic
violence offense, 99 were investigated
for interstate domestic violence/stalking,
and 28 for violation of a protective order
where interstate travel facilitated the
offense.  

Federal prosecution of family violence
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Source: Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys,
central system file, fiscal year.

83.2630Firearm-related
domestic violence

16.8127
Interstate domestic

violence

100%757

 
All domestic

violence offenses

PercentNumberLead charge

Table 7.1. Suspects referred to U.S.
attorneys for domestic violence,
2000 to 2002

Domestic violence under Federal criminal law

Interstate domestic violence offenses

Domestic violence was made a Federal felony in 1994 with the passage 
of the Violence Against Women Act or VAWA (Pub. L. No. 103-322). This
legislation targeted cases in which an abuser crosses State or tribal lines to
violate a protection order or to injure, harass, or intimidate another person.a

These laws provide recourse for domestic violence cases where movement
across State lines makes State prosecution difficult and where State penalties
are inadequate. The Violent Crime Against Women Act of 2000 (Pub. L. No.
106-386) amended the VAWA to include cyber-stalking and to remove several
obstacles to Federal prosecution.

Firearm-related domestic violence

The U.S. Congress also amended the Gun Control Act in 1994 and 1996 
to prohibit firearm possession by persons with certain histories of domestic
violence: firearm possession by a person subject to a protection order 
or by a person convicted of a misdemeanor domestic violence offense.b

aInterstate domestic violence offenses include Title 18 U.S.C. § 2261 Interstate travel 
to commit domestic violence (1994), Title 18 U.S.C. § 2261A Interstate stalking (1996), 
and Title 18 U.S.C. § 2262 Interstate travel to violate an order of protection (1994).   
bFirearm-related domestic violence includes Title 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(8) and (d)(8)
Possession/transfer of a firearm while subject to a protection order, and Title 18 U.S.C. §
922(g)(9) and (g)(9) Possession/transfer of a firearm after conviction of a misdemeanor
of domestic violence.



Referring agencies

From 2000 to 2002 the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives (ATF) accounted for the largest
number of domestic violence referrals
to U.S. prosecutors: 504. The 504
consisted of 503 firearm-related domes-
tic violence cases plus 1 interstate
domestic violence case (table 7.2).

ATF was the referring agency for 79.9%
of cases of firearm-related domestic
violence but less than 1% of interstate
domestic violence cases.

The agency responsible for most of 
the referrals for interstate domestic
violence was the FBI, accounting for
72.4% of the total from 2000 to 2002.

Federal court outcome

Court outcomes for firearm-related
domestic violence cases could not be
described from the Federal court data
used here. Outcomes could only be
documented for the 52 defendants
adjudicated in Federal courts between
2000 and 2002, whose most serious
adjudicated offense was interstate
domestic violence. 

Of the 52 defendants, 47 (90.4%) were
convicted of interstate domestic
violence (not in a table). Of these 47, 
37 defendants pleaded guilty (79%),
and 10 defendants were convicted at
trial (21%). Five cases were dismissed. 

Characteristics of Federal 
defendants convicted of 
domestic violence

Most of the 47 defendants convicted of
interstate domestic violence from 2000
to 2002 were U.S. citizens (95%), had a
prior adult conviction (80%), were male
(96%), between ages 31 and 40 (46%),
white (72%), and non-Hispanic (95%)
(table 7.3).

Court sentence

Between 2000 and 2002, 43 of the 47
(91%) defendants convicted of inter-
state domestic violence received a
prison sentence (not in a table). The
mean prison term imposed was 7.5
years (the median prison term imposed:
5 years). Prison terms ranged from 1 to
25 years, largely depending on the level
of harm inflicted on the victim. Three
defendants received probation 
(5 years each of probation supervision).
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aIncludes joint State and local task forces, Indian Affairs Bureau, and others.
Source: Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys, central system file, fiscal year.

17.110826.834Othera
3.01972.492

Federal Bureau of
   Investigation

79.95030.81
Alcohol, Tobacco and
   Firearms

100%630100%127    All agencies

PercentNumberPercentNumberReferring agency
Firearm-related domestic violenceInterstate domestic violence

Table 7.2. Suspects referred to U.S. attorneys for interstate domestic violence or
firearm-related domestic violence from 2000 to 2002, by investigating agency

Note: These Federal domestic violence cases
are identified as Title 18 U.S.C. §§ 2261,
2261A, 2262. Of the 47 cases in which a
defendant was convicted of interstate domestic
violence as the most serious terminating
offense, defendant citizenship status was
reported for 91.5%; criminal record for 97.9%;
gender for 93.6%; age for 97.9%; race for
91.5%; and Hispanic origin for 93.6%.
Source: Administrative Office of the U.S.
Courts, criminal master file, fiscal year.

95.441Non-Hispanic
%4.63Hispanic

Hispanic origin

4.62American Indian
23.310Black

%72.131White
Race

32.61541 or older
45.62131 - 40

%21.71021 - 30
Age

4.52Female
%95.542Male

Gender

19.69  No convictions
%80.437  Prior adult convictions

Criminal record 

4.72Non-U.S. citizen
%95.341U.S. citizen

Citizenship

%10047Total

PercentNumber
Defendant 
characteristic

Table 7.3. Characteristics of persons
convicted in Federal court for 
interstate domestic violence 
from 2000 to 2002



About the data in this section 

Statistics in this section pertain to
violent offenders in State prisons
nationwide in 1997. The statistics were
based on State prisoner data from the
BJS Survey of Inmates in State and
Federal Correctional Facilities, 1997.
(Federal prisoner data were not
included in these analyses.) The survey
involved face-to-face interviews with a
nationally representative sample of
prison inmates.

Among other things, sampled inmates
were asked what crime they were in
prison for and whether their victim was
a member of their own family. Based on
what inmates told interviewers, it is
estimated that, at the time of the survey
in 1997, State prisons held 494,349
inmates whose offense was a violent
crime. Information on the victim’s
relationship to the offender was
obtained on 458,148 of the total
494,349 violent prisoners. The statistics
in this section pertain to these 458,148
inmates.

Inmates in State prison for family
violence

Of the 458,148 men and women in
State prisons nationwide for a violent
crime in 1997, 14.6% were there for a
violent crime against a member of their
family (table 8.1). The remaining 85.4%
were men and women whose violent
crime was against a nonfamily member.

Inmates in prison for spouse abuse
comprised 3.8% of all prisoners incar-
cerated for a violent crime. More
inmates were in prison for a violent
crime against their children (26,876
inmates, or 5.9% of the total) than were
there for a violent crime against their
spouse (17,440 inmates, or 3.8% of the
total).

Offenders who committed their crime
against a stranger made up nearly half
of all inmates in State prisons for a
violent crime in 1997. The next most
frequent category consisted of those in
confinement for a violent crime against
a friend or acquaintance (33%).

Type of violent crime for which
offenders were imprisoned 

The leading type of violent crime for
which family violence offenders were in
State prisons was a sex offense. Sex
offenders were nearly a half of all family
violence offenders in State prisons. The
leading type of violent crime for which
nonfamily offenders were imprisoned
was robbery, accounting for nearly a
third of their total. Among prisoners
incarcerated for a violent crime against
a stranger, nearly half were robbers.

Sex offenders comprised 78.4% of all
the men and women in prison for a
crime against their son or daughter. An
additional 7.6% murdered their child.

Those convicted of assault made up
about 20% of both family and nonfamily
violence offenders in State prisons. But
assaulters made up 39.5% of perpetra-
tors of spouse violence.    

Family violence offenders in prison
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 92.7% (458,148) of 494,349 State prison inmates held
for a violent crime in 1997. Of these 458,148 inmates with recorded relationships, offense type was reported for all. Detail may not 
add to total because of rounding.
aIncludes murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, vehicular and non-vehicular manslaughter, and negligent manslaughter.
bIncludes nonnegligent manslaughter.
cIncludes vehicular and non-vehicular manslaughter, and negligent manslaughter.
Source: BJS, 1997 Survey of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional Facilities.

47.3%33.0%5.1%85.4%4.9%5.9%3.8%14.6%100%Percent of all offenses

216,686151,25623,283391,22422,60726,87617,44066,923458,148Total offenses

3.14.17.03.71.55.25.84.13.7Other violence
16.923.036.720.521.07.439.520.320.5Assault
47.214.44.432.03.601.01.527.5Robbery
3.215.715.58.839.062.14.439.313.2Sexual assault
3.67.05.75.08.116.32.59.95.8Rape
6.822.721.113.847.178.46.949.219.0Sex offenses
2.94.43.93.53.31.53.62.63.4Manslaughterc

23.131.326.926.523.67.643.122.225.9Murderb
26.0%35.7%30.8%30.0%26.8%9.1%46.7%24.9%29.3%Homicidea

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesType of offense

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 8.1. Offenses for which family violence offenders were in State prison in 1997, 
compared to offenses for which nonfamily violence offenders were imprisoned, by relationship



 Location of family violence

Based on offender self-reports, an
estimated 44.5% of violent offenses
occurred in either the victim's home,
offender's home, or a home shared by
the victim and offender (table 8.2).
Offenses also occurred in public places
(32.9%) — in a school, on the street, 
in a parking lot, on public transportation,
in a station or depot, or in a park — 
and on commercial property (21.3%) —
a bar, restaurant, gas station, store,
office, or factory. 

The location of violence differed for
family and nonfamily victims. Almost all
family violence occurred in a home
belonging to either the victim or the
offender, or a residence shared by the
victim and offender. A total of 89.1% of
family violence crimes committed by
State prison inmates occurred at home.
Among nonfamily offenders, 36.9% of
the incidents occurred at home.

Eighty-four percent of State prison
inmates who victimized their spouse
and 94.3% who victimized their son or
daughter committed the offense at
home. When victims of violent crime
were strangers, 22% of the incidents
occurred in a residence.
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 92.7% (458,148) of 494,349 State prison inmates 
held for a violent crime in 1997. Of these 458,148 inmates with recorded relationships, offense location was reported for 98.9%. 
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 1997 Survey of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional Facilities.

47.3%33.0%5.1%85.4%4.9%5.9%3.8%14.6%100%Percent of all inmates

216,686151,25623,283391,22422,60726,87617,44066,923458,148Total inmates

0.80.61.60.71.31.70.51.20.8No one place
0.60.70.40.6000.60.20.6Other place

33.314.58.824.63.30.43.32.121.3Commercial property
43.331.318.637.28.53.611.67.332.9Public place
22.0%52.9%70.6%36.9%87.0%94.3%84.0%89.1%44.5%Residence/home

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

 Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriend  Total

Other
family

Son or
daughter Spouse Total

All violent
crimesOffense location

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 8.2. Location of family violence compared to nonfamily violence for inmates 
in State prison for a violent crime in 1997, by relationship



Demographic characteristics 
of family violence victims, based 
on prisoner accounts

Gender

Most inmates in prison for family
violence were incarcerated for a violent
crime against a female, while most in
prison for nonfamily violence were there
for a crime against a male. Offenders 
in prison for a violent crime against a
female made up 78.2% (71.9% + 6.3%
= 78.2%) of the nearly 67,000 incarcer-
ated family violence offenders,
compared to 44.4% (32.7% + 11.7% =
44.4%) of the approximately 391,000
nonfamily violence offenders (table 8.3).

Husbands in prison for violently victimiz-
ing their wives were 89.2% (80.9% +

8.3% = 89.2%) of all the inmates in
prison for spouse violence in 1997.
Among inmates in prison for a violent
crime against their offspring, 85.3%
(79.7% + 5.6% = 85.3%) victimized their
daughters.

Female victims also predominated
among inmates in prison for violence
against a boyfriend or girlfriend. Of the
approximately 23,000 imprisoned
offenders whose violent crime was
against a boyfriend or a girlfriend,  
91.1% (83% + 8.1% = 91.1%) were in
prison for a crime against a female.

Race/Hispanic origin

Forty-nine percent of the victims of
inmates in prison for a violent crime

were white. An additional 29% were
black, and 13.3% were Hispanic.
Approximately 56.7% of the victims of
family violence offenders were white.
The comparable percentage among
nonfamily violence victims was 47.9%.

Age

Of the crimes for which family violence
offenders were imprisoned, most were
against a child (a person under age 18).
Of the 67,000 imprisoned family
violence offenders, 52.6% were in
prison for a violent crime against a
child. A violent crime against a child
accounted for 12.3% of the approxi-
mately 391,000 offenders imprisoned
for violence against a nonfamily victim.
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 92.7% (458,148) of 494,349 State prison inmates 
held for a violent crime in 1997. Of these 458,148 inmates with recorded relationships, victim gender was reported for 99.5%, 
race for 98.4% and age for 95.2%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
aRefers to crimes with two or more victims of different races. 
bRefers to crimes with two or more victims of different age categories.
Source: BJS, 1997 Survey of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional Facilities.

47.3%33.0%5.1%85.4%4.9%5.9%3.8%14.6%100%Percent of all inmates

216,686151,25623,283391,22422,60726,87617,44066,923458,148Total inmates

15.910.16.213.08.85.48.17.212.1     Mixed age groupb
5.54.31.44.89.30.31.43.64.655 or older

26.421.023.024.016.50.334.714.822.635 - 54
30.124.737.028.411.10.743.415.426.425 - 34
16.818.417.317.56.52.012.46.315.818 - 24
4.411.614.77.915.030.7017.39.313 - 17
0.89.90.44.432.960.6035.39.1Under 13
5.2%21.5%15.1%12.3%47.8%91.3%0%52.6%18.4%Under 18

Age

7.63.42.25.62.01.11.51.55.0     Mixed race groupa
4.32.71.93.53.82.23.43.13.4Other

13.712.613.413.212.812.217.813.913.3Hispanic
23.736.640.229.829.820.924.624.829.0Black
50.7%44.8%42.3%47.9%51.6%63.6%52.7%56.7%49.2%White

Race/Hispanic origin

15.07.68.111.75.55.68.36.310.9Both                                
25.634.983.032.755.679.780.971.938.4Female
59.3%57.5%8.8%55.6%38.8%14.8%10.8%21.9%50.7%Male

Gender

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

 Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriend  Total

Other
family

Son or
daughter  Spouse Total

All violent
crimesVictim characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 8.3.  Demographic characteristics of victims of family violence compared
to nonfamily violence for inmates in State prison for a violent crime in 1997, by relationship



In violent crimes in which the victim was
the prisoner’s daughter or son, an
estimated 91.3% of prison inmates
victimized a child under age 18, and
60.6% involved a child under age 13.

Injuries to family violence victims

About 70.6% of State prison inmates
serving a sentence for a violent crime
injured their victim during the incident
(table 8.4).  Injuries included death,
rape, bullet and knife wounds, broken
bones, internal injuries, being knocked
unconscious, and bruises and cuts.  A
third of the inmates killed their victim,
and a fifth raped or sexually assaulted
their victim. An additional 8.1%
wounded their victim by a bullet, knife,
or other sharp object.

State prison inmates incarcerated for a
violent offense against a family member
were more likely than inmates commit-
ting a crime against a nonfamily
member to have injured their victim.
About 9 in 10 offenders who victimized
their family injured that family member.
In comparison, almost 7 in 10 inmates

whose victim was not a family member
injured their victim.

State prison inmates whose victim was
a family member were more likely than
inmates whose victim was not family to
have inflicted sexual harm on their
victim. Half who said their victim was a
family member had raped or sexually
assaulted that person. About 1 in 7
inmates who victimized a nonfamily
member had attacked the victim
sexually.

Prison inmates convicted of nonfamily
violence (34.5%) were more likely than
inmates convicted of family violence
(27.6%) to have killed their victim.  

Victims of spouse violence were just as
likely to have died from their injuries as
to have recovered. About half of the
inmates in State prison for a violent
offense against their spouse killed their
victim. In contrast, about a third of
inmates serving sentences for a violent
crime against a boyfriend or girlfriend
indicated their victim died. When State
prison inmates victimized their daughter
or son, about 8 in 10 of these victimiza-
tions involved rape or sexual assault.

Another 10.1% had killed their son or
daughter.

Demographic characteristics of 
inmates in State prison for family
violence 

Gender

The majority of incarcerated perpetra-
tors of family violence were males.
Males made up 93.2% of all persons in
State prison in 1997 for a violent crime
against a family member (table 8.5).

Females were 6.8% of inmates in
prison for committing a violent crime
against a family member and were
3.3% of inmates in prison for nonfamily
violence.

Race/Hispanic origin

According to prisoner data, whites
comprised 58.3% of men and women in
prison for family violence. Blacks were
25.6%, and Hispanics were 12.9%.
Whites formed the majority (58.3%) of
those in prison for family violence;
blacks, the majority (50.8%) for
nonfamily violence.
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 92.7% (458,148) of 494,349 
State prison inmates held for a violent crime in 1997. Of these 458,148 inmates with recorded relationships, 
victim injury  was reported for 99.5%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 1997 Survey of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional Facilities.

47.3%33.0%5.1%85.4%4.9%5.9%3.8%14.6%100%Percent of all inmates

216,686151,25623,283391,22422,60726,87617,44066,923458,148Total inmates

44.3%17.9%20.5%32.6%9.0%5.3%19.3%10.2%29.4%No injuries

0.30.50.10.41.11.10.71.00.5Other
5.84.510.75.63.22.77.14.15.4Bruises, black eye, cuts
0.90.91.20.900.50.50.30.8Unconsciousness
0.50.40.80.51.00.61.00.90.5Internal injuries
2.42.51.52.41.30.35.31.92.3Broken bones or teeth
2.94.25.23.63.40.45.32.73.4Knife wound or laceration
4.66.33.75.21.40.34.31.74.7Bullet wound
7.523.021.914.348.178.66.949.619.5Rape/sexual assault

30.939.834.334.531.510.149.627.633.5Death
55.7%82.1%79.5%67.4%91.0%94.7%80.7%89.8%70.6%Any injury

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughter  Spouse Total

All violent
offendersVictim injury

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 8.4. Victim injury in family violence compared to nonfamily violence for inmates 
in State prison for a violent crime in 1997, by relationship
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 92.7% (458,148) of 494,349 State prison 
inmates held for a violent crime in 1997. Of these 458,148 inmates with recorded relationships, offender characteristics 
were reported for all. Race/Hispanic origin does not specify the percentages of offenders who identified themselves as "other race."
Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 1997 Survey of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional Facilities.

47.3%33.0%5.1%85.4%4.9%5.9%3.8%14.6%100%Percent of all inmates

216,686151,25623,283391,22422,60726,87617,44066,923458,148Total inmates

1.34.94.92.98.28.110.68.83.855 or older
32.938.950.436.241.868.958.957.139.335 - 54
37.934.432.636.230.220.825.825.334.625 - 34
26.921.312.123.919.42.24.78.721.718 - 24
1.0%0.5%0%0.7%0.5%0%0%0.2%0.7%Under 18

Age

1.51.11.51.30.40.80.50.61.2Asian/Pacific Islander
2.12.62.52.31.82.23.52.42.3

American Indian/ 
Alaska Native

3.73.84.03.82.63.04.63.33.7Other
17.215.113.216.211.39.919.512.915.7Hispanic
54.246.944.750.831.320.825.425.647.1Black
24.9%34.2%38.0%29.2%54.8%66.3%50.5%58.3%33.5%White

Race/Hispanic origin

2.63.67.53.34.47.78.56.83.8Female
97.4%96.4%92.5%96.7%95.6%92.3%91.5%93.2%96.2%Male

Gender

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

 Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriend Total

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesOffender characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 8.5. Demographic characteristics of family violence offenders in State prison in 1997, compared to nonfamily
violence offenders, by relationship

Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 92.7% (458,148) of 494,349 State 
prison inmates held for a violent crime in 1997. Of these 458,148 inmates with recorded relationships, weapon use 
was reported for 98.6%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 1997 Survey of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional Facilities.

47.3%33.0%5.1%85.4%4.9%5.9%3.8%14.6%100%Percent of all inmates

216,686151,25623,283391,22422,60726,87617,44066,923458,148Total inmates

52.0%56.1%62.1%54.2%71.9%95.2%55.5%77.1%57.5%
Offender did not have 
or use a weapon

0.50.20.50.400.1000.3Other
2.53.02.82.72.201.11.02.4Blunt object
9.68.99.99.311.01.013.77.79.1

Knife or other sharp
 object

5.37.05.46.04.21.18.44.05.7Other
30.225.019.327.510.82.621.410.225.0Handgun
35.532.024.733.515.03.729.814.230.7Firearm
48.0%43.9%37.9%45.8%28.1%4.8%44.5%22.9%42.5%

Offender had or used 
a weapon

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughter Spouse Total

All violent
crimes

Whether offender had
or used a weapon

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 8.6. Offender weapon use or possession in family violence compared to nonfamily 
violence for inmates in State prison for a violent crime in 1997, by relationship



Age

The ages provided by surveyed prison-
ers were their ages at the time of the
survey, not at the time of their offense.
Their age when they committed the
crime was not recorded. The typical
inmate had been in prison over 4 years
when they were surveyed.

Of the approximately 67,000 inmates in
State prison for family violence, 57.1%
were between ages 35 and 54 when
interviewed. By contrast, of the approxi-
mately 391,000 inmates in prison for
nonfamily violence, a smaller percent-
age — 36.2%— were in this age range
at the time of the survey.

Nearly a quarter of prisoners whose
victim was a nonfamily member were
young adults (ages 18 to 24). Among
prisoners incarcerated for family
violence, 8.7% were young adults.

Weapons used or possessed 
in family violence

Among State prison inmates incarcer-
ated for a violent offense, 42.5% had or
used a weapon in the incident — a
firearm, knife or other sharp object, a
blunt object such as a rock or club, or
some other type of weapon (table 8.6).
Twenty-five percent of inmates had or
used a handgun, and another 9.1%

were in possession of a knife or other
sharp object.

Relatively few State prison inmates
whose victim was a family member
possessed or used a weapon,
compared to inmates whose victim was
not a family member. When inmates
committed violence against a family
member, 22.9% used or carried a
weapon; when inmates attacked
someone who was not a family
member, a larger percentage — 45.8%
—  had a weapon with them. 

A smaller percentage of family violence
offenders than nonfamily violence
offenders were in possession of a
firearm at the time of the incident. About
14.2% of inmates whose victim was a
family member used or carried a
firearm, while 33.5% with nonfamily
victims had a firearm. 

Whether an inmate who victimized a
family member was in possession of a
weapon varied by the type of relation-
ship between the victim and the
offender. Inmates who victimized their
children generally did not use a
weapon. About 4.8% were carrying a
weapon when they committed a violent
crime against a son or daughter. In
comparison, 44.5% of inmates who
committed a crime against a spouse or
ex-spouse had a weapon, as did 28.1%

who committed their offense against
other family members.

Firearms were generally the favored
weapon of State prison inmates, as
30.7% of the 458,000 State prison
inmates had or used a firearm while
committing the offense for which they
were serving a prison sentence. About
29.8% of the inmates who had commit-
ted a crime against their spouse had a
firearm, and 24.7% of offenders who
committed boyfriend/girlfriend violence
used or possessed a firearm at the time
of the incident.

Drug and alcohol use by family
violence offenders

Of State prison inmates sentenced to
serve time for a violent crime, 23.2%
were drinking alcohol at the time of the
incident, 9.6% were using drugs, and
19.5% were under the influence of both
alcohol and drugs (table 8.7).  

A smaller percentage of family violence
offenders than nonfamily violence
offenders were drinking or on drugs
when they committed the offense for
which they were in prison. Approxi-
mately 43.5% of State prisoners victim-
izing a family member and 53.8%
victimizing nonfamily members were
using drugs or alcohol at the time they
committed the offense.     
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 92.7% (458,148) of 494,349 State prison 
inmates held for a violent crime in 1997. Of these 458,148 inmates with recorded relationships, substance use by offender 
was reported for 97.7%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 1997 Survey of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional Facilities.

47.3%33.0%5.1%85.4%4.9%5.9%3.8%14.6%100%Percent of all inmates

216,686151,25623,283391,22422,60726,87617,44066,923458,148Total inmates

45.546.947.146.250.962.554.556.547.7None
21.620.316.520.812.611.013.612.219.5Alcohol and drugs
12.68.43.910.56.43.04.94.79.6Drugs only
20.2%24.4%32.4%22.6%30.2%23.5%27.0%26.7%23.2%Alcohol only

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

  Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughter Spouse Total

All violent
crimes

Drug or alcohol
use by offender

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 8.7. Offender drug or alcohol use in family violence compared to nonfamily violence 
for inmates in State prison for a violent crime in 1997, by relationship



Alcohol use did not vary significantly by
the offender's relationship to his/her
victim. About 38.9% of State prison
inmates whose victim was a family
member and 43.4% whose victim was a
nonfamily member were under the influ-
ence of alcohol when they committed
their offense.

Number of victims and offenders in
family violence

Generally, State prison inmates were
alone in committing the violent crime 

for which they were serving a sentence.
Of the approximately 458,000 impris-
oned violent offenders, 74.4% were
offenders who had acted alone (59.3%
+ 15.1% = 74.4%) (table 8.8).

Lone offenders made up a larger
percentage of family violence offenders
than nonfamily violence offenders.
About 95% of family violence offenders
were the only offender (79.1% + 15.9%
= 95%), compared to 70.9% of inmates
who committed offenses against

persons who were not family members
(55.9% + 15% = 70.9%).

Spouse violence and boyfriend/
girlfriend violence were almost exclu-
sively against a single victim. Ninety
percent of spouse violence and 88% of
boyfriend/girlfriend violence was
directed at a single victim. 

Among inmates in State prison for
family violence, the most frequent type
of incident involved one offender and
one victim. About 79.1% of family
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 92.7% (458,148) of 494,349 State prison inmates 
held for a violent crime in 1997. Of these 458,148 inmates with recorded relationships, number of prior sentences was reported 
for 99.3%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 1997 Survey of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional Facilities.

47.3%33.0%5.1%85.4%4.9%5.9%3.8%14.6%100%Percent of all inmates

216,686151,25623,283391,22422,60726,87617,44066,923458,148Total inmates

4.24.13.44.14.61.13.62.94.011 or more
10.67.813.19.74.04.67.45.19.06-10
22.521.714.321.718.816.118.317.621.13-5
17.216.514.816.814.713.712.613.716.42
19.018.117.818.621.515.916.918.118.51
73.568.363.470.963.751.458.757.468.9Prior sentences
26.5%31.7%36.6%29.1%36.3%48.6%41.3%42.6%31.1%No prior sentences

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

  Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimes

Number of prior
sentences

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 8.9. Number of prior sentences of family violence offenders in State prison 
in 1997 compared to nonfamily violence offenders, by relationship

Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 92.7% (458,148) of 494,349 State prison 
inmates held for a violent crime in 1997.  Of these 458,148 inmates with recorded relationships, number of victims and offenders
 was reported for 95.6%.  Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 1997 Survey of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional Facilities. 

216,686151,25623,283391,22422,60726,87617,44066,923458,148Total offenses

12.65.42.49.10.80.90.60.87.9Multiple offenders
17.113.09.415.018.118.39.115.915.1One offender
29.7%18.4%11.8%24.2%18.9%19.1%9.7%16.6%23.1%Multiple victims

24.516.22.619.95.43.73.74.317.6Multiple offenders
45.965.485.655.975.777.286.679.159.3One offender
70.3%81.6%88.2%75.8%81.1%80.9%90.3%83.4%76.9%One victim

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriend   Total

Other
family

Son or
daughter  SpouseTotal

All violent
crimes

Number of victims
and offenders

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 8.8. Number of victims and offenders in family violence compared to nonfamily 
violence for inmates in State prison for a violent crime in 1997, by relationship



violence offenders acted alone against
one victim. The comparable figure
among inmates in prison for nonfamily
violence was 55.9%.

Prior sentences of inmates in prison
for family violence 

Prisoners incarcerated for a violent
offense reported their prior history of
sentences to incarceration or probation,
both as juveniles and as adults. Over
two-thirds of violent offenders had
served a prior sentence to probation or
incarceration in a jail, prison, juvenile, or
other detention facility (table 8.9).

Inmates who were currently in prison for
a violent offense against a member of
their family were not as likely as other
violent offenders to have a history of
prior sentences. About 6 in 10 prison
inmates serving a sentence for a violent
crime against a family member had
served a prior sentence, while 7 in 10
whose victim was a boyfriend, girlfriend,
friend, acquaintance, or stranger had a
record of previous offenses.

Least likely to have a prior sentence
were prison inmates who abused their
son or daughter. About half had a previ-
ous sentence. About 58.7% of inmates
sentenced for a violent crime against a 

spouse and 63.4% of those sentenced
for violence against a boyfriend or
girlfriend had served a sentence prior 
to their current stay in prison. In
comparison, 73.5% who victimized a
stranger had served a previous
sentence.
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Convicted family violence offenders in State and
Federal prisons and in local jails

At midyear 2003, 109,300 inmates were serving a sentence
for family violence in a State or Federal prison or local jail.
At the same time about 5 times as many (597,500) were
incarcerated for a crime against someone who was not a
family member.
  
About 15.5% of violent offenders in Federal, State, and
local correctional facilities had committed a violent crime
against someone in their family.  

The bulk of incarcerated family violence offenders were
housed in State correctional facilities — 77% in State
prisons, 1.6% in Federal prisons, and 21.3% in local jails. 

More persons in a correctional facility in 2003 were held for
an offense against a daughter or son (39,500) than against
a wife or husband (33,100) or another family member
(36,800).

Note: Local jail estimates are based on convicted inmates only.
Source:  Estimates based on BJS, Prison and Jail Inmates at Midyear 2003, NCJ 203947, May 2004.

34,40027,70021,30083,4007,7004,90010,80023,300106,700Local jails
17,5003,60070021,7009006004001,80023,600Federal

272,700190,30029,400492,40028,20034,00021,90084,200576,500State
290,200193,90030,100514,10029,10034,60022,30086,000600,100Prison

324,600221,60051,400597,50036,80039,50033,100109,300706,800Total

   Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

cerated for a 
violent crime

Type of correctional
institution

Nonfamily memberFamily memberTotal incar-
Total number of inmates incarcerated for a crime in which the victim was the offender’s —



About the data in this section 

The data in this section pertain to
convicted violent offenders in local jails
nationwide in 2002. Information about
them comes from the Survey of
Inmates in Local Jails, 2002. The
survey consisted of face-to-face inter-
views with a nationally representative
sample of jail inmates. 

Statistics in this section are based on
those inmates who were in jail in 2002
as a result of a conviction for a violent
crime, an estimated 96,359 convicted
offenders. The survey recorded the
relationship between the victim and the
offender for 85,505 out of the total
96,359 (88.7%). The statistics summa-
rized in this section are based on those
85,505 jail inmates.

  

The number of inmates in local jails
for family violence

Of the 85,505 convicted violent offend-
ers confined in a local jail in 2002,
18,667, or 21.8%, had victimized a
member of their family (table 9.1).  The
remaining 78.2% had committed their
crime against some other person,  such
as a boyfriend or girlfriend, other friend,
an acquaintance, or a stranger.

An estimated 10.1% of convicted violent
offenders harmed or threatened their
spouse and another 20% their boyfriend
or girlfriend. An additional 4.6% were
jailed for committing an offense against
one of their children. About a third
victimized a stranger, and a quarter, a
friend or acquaintance.

Type of violent crime for which
convicted local jail inmates were
incarcerated

Men and women convicted of assault
comprised the majority of persons
incarcerated for committing a crime
against a family member. Approximately
60.1% of local jail inmates convicted of
a violent crime against a family member
had been found guilty of assault. About
53.7% who victimized someone who
was not a family member were
convicted of assault.

The next most likely offense committed
by family violence offenders in local jails
was a sex offense (including both rape
and sexual assault). An estimated
23.7% had been convicted of a sex
offense. Approximately 12.5% of
inmates convicted of a violent offense
against a nonfamily member were in jail
for a sex offense.

Of convicted jail inmates who victimized
their children, 65.8% were convicted of
a sex offense, and 5.7% of parents or
stepparents had killed their child.   

Family violence offenders in jail
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 88.7% (85,505) of 96,359 convicted local 
jail inmates held for a violent crime in 2002. Of these 85,505 inmates with recorded relationships, offense was reported for all. 
Detail may not add to total because of rounding. 
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
aIncludes murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, vehicular and nonvehicular manslaughter, and negligent manslaughter.
Source: BJS, 2002 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails.

32.2%26.0%20.0%78.2%7.2%4.6%10.1%21.8%100%Percent of all offenses

27,52122,23717,08166,8396,1263,9438,59818,66785,505Total offenses

7.05.24.0*5.68.6*21.29.9*11.97.0Other violence
37.649.984.653.755.27.3*87.760.155.1Assault
42.311.10.2*21.24.4*0*0*1.5*16.9Robbery
6.223.18.812.529.965.80*23.714.9Sex offenses
6.9%10.6%2.5%*7.0%1.9%*5.7%*2.4%*2.9%*6.1%Homicidea

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

  Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend or
girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesType of offense

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 9.1. Offenses for which convicted family violence offenders were in local jail in 2002, 
compared to offenses for convicted nonfamily violence offenders, by relationship



Location of family violence

Family violence crimes committed by
jail inmates generally occurred at home
— the victim’s home, the inmate’s
home, or a home they shared. About
85.2% of jail inmates convicted of an
offense against a family member
committed the offense at home, particu-
larly if the victim was the inmate’s
spouse (90.9%) or child (87.2%) (table
9.2). About 18.5% of inmates commit-
ted their offense at home if the inmate
was harming or threatening a stranger.

Demographic characteristics of
family violence victims, based 
on jail inmate accounts

Gender

Victims of family violence committed by
convicted local jail inmates were
predominantly female. Over three-
quarters of family victims of local jail
inmates convicted for a violent crime
were female (74.1% + 4.5% = 78.6%).
About half of victims of nonfamily
violence were female (44.4% + 7.5% =
51.9%) (table 9.3).  

Among violent crimes committed by
convicted local jail inmates in which the
victim was a spouse or a boyfriend or
girlfriend, the vast majority of victims
were wives or girlfriends. Females were
96% (91.5% + 4.5% = 96%) of spouse
abuse victims and were 92.6% (88.5%
+ 4.1% = 92.6%) of victims of boyfriend/
girlfriend violence.

Race

Inmates in local jails in 2002 convicted
of violence against a family member
reported that 45.8% of their victims
were white. Another 23.6% were black,
and 29.8% were some other race.

Age

Victims of family violence by convicted
local jail inmates were generally under
the age of 35.  An estimated 28.5% of
these victims were 17 or younger.
Another 34.4% (10.8% + 23.6% =
34.4%) were between ages 18 and 34,
making almost two-thirds of family
violence victims age 34 or younger. 

About 15.7% of the victims of local jail
inmates convicted of nonfamily violence
were under 18. Another 51.1% of
victims were between ages 18 and 34
(22.7% + 28.4% = 51.1%).

Of local jail inmates who victimized their
children, 9 out of 10 indicated the
children were under age 18.

Injuries to family violence victims

Of inmates convicted of a violent crime
against a family member, 55.3% injured
their victim (table 9.4). About 50.7% of
nonfamily violence victims were injured.

When inmates victimized their child,
87.1% of those children sustained an
injury. An estimated 34.9% of inmates
convicted of spouse abuse injured their
wife or husband.  
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 88.7% (85,505) of 96,359 convicted local 
jail inmates held for a violent crime in 2002. Of these 85,505 inmates with recorded relationships, offense location was 
reported for 99.3%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Source: BJS, 2002 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails.

32.2%26.0%20.0%78.2%7.2%4.6%10.1%21.8%100%Percent of all inmates

27,52122,23717,08166,8396,1263,9438,59818,66785,505Total inmates

0.6*0.5*0*0.4*0*0*0*0*0.3*No one place
6.611.91.9*7.213.3*4.7*6.5*8.47.4Other place

28.213.43.6*16.90.3*3.0*0*0.7*13.3Commercial property
46.128.79.830.910.5*5.1*2.6*5.725.4Public place
18.5%45.5%84.7%44.6%76.0%87.2%90.9%85.2%53.5%Residence/home

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesOffense location

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 9.2. Location of family violence compared to nonfamily violence for inmates convicted of a violent crime 
incarcerated in local jail in 2002, by relationship
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 88.7% (85,505) of 96,359 convicted local 
jail inmates held for a violent crime in 2002. Of these 85,505 inmates with recorded relationships, victim injury was reported 
for 99.2%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Source: BJS, 2002 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails.

32.2%26.0%20.0%78.2%7.2%4.6%10.1%21.8%100%Percent of all inmates

27,52122,23717,08166,8396,1263,9438,59818,66785,505Total inmates

57.631.159.849.336.512.965.144.748.3No
42.4%68.9%40.2%50.7%63.5%87.1%34.9%55.3%51.7%Yes

Victim was injured

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

 Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesVictim injury

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 9.4. Victim injury in family violence compared to nonfamily violence for inmates in local jail convicted of a violent
crime in 2002, by relationship

Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 88.7% (85,505) of 96,359 convicted local 
jail inmates held for a violent crime in 2002. Of these 85,505 inmates with recorded relationships, victim gender was reported 
for 99.2%, victim race for 96.7%, victim age for 97.1%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
Hispanics are included in “Other.” 
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
aRefers to crimes with two or more victims of different races.
bRefers to crimes with two or more victims of different age categories.
Source: BJS, 2002 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails.

32.2%26.0%20.0%78.2%7.2%4.6%10.1%21.8%100%Percent of all inmates

27,52122,23717,08166,8396,1263,9438,59818,66785,505Total inmates

0*0.7*0*0.2*0.6*0*0*0.2*0.2*Mixed age groupb
5.13.9*0.4*3.418.4*0*2.6*7.24.355 or older

33.725.328.629.523.67.0*44.329.729.635 - 54
32.919.932.728.416.1*0*39.723.627.325 - 34
19.420.830.122.713.0*2.9*12.910.820.018 - 24
9.0%29.4%8.2%15.7%28.2%90.1%0.5%*28.5%18.5%Under 18

Age

8.31.4*0.6*3.92.4*0*0*0.8*3.2Mixed race groupa
19.016.122.218.917.534.736.229.821.3Other
23.135.429.729.037.113.8*18.523.627.8Black
49.5%47.1%47.5%48.2%43.0%51.5%45.2%45.8%47.6%White

Race

12.44.34.1*7.55.8*2.5*4.4*4.56.9Both                            
22.537.088.544.449.374.791.574.150.9Female
65.2%58.7%7.5%48.1%44.9%22.8%4.0%*21.4%42.2%Male

Gender

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

 Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesVictim characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 9.3. Demographic characteristics of victims of family violence compared 
to nonfamily violence for inmates in local jail convicted of a violent crime in 2002, by relationship
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Restraining orders are court orders
directing a named person or persons
to cease certain described behavior.
A restraining order is sometimes
called a peace bond, a protective
order, a no contact order, or a domes-
tic restraining order.  

Of jail inmates convicted of a violent
crime, 27.2% had been under a
restraining order at some time in their
life. An estimated 8.5% were under a
restraining order at the time they were
admitted to jail.

Among convicted jail inmates, 44.9%
of those convicted of family violence
had been subject to a restraining
order at some point in their life.  About
18.1% were under a restraining order
at the time of their admission to jail.
Comparatively, 22.2% of jailed
nonfamily violence offenders had
been under a restraining order, and
5.9% were under an active protective
order at admission to jail.

An estimated 60.9% of jail inmates
convicted of spouse abuse had, at
some time in their life, been under a

restraining order sought by a current
or former spouse. A quarter of spouse
abuse offenders were under a no
contact order at the time of their
current admission to jail.

Of the 17,081 jail inmates convicted 
of violence against a boyfriend or
girlfriend, 35.4% indicated they had
been under a protective order sought
by a current or former boyfriend or
girlfriend at some time in their life. At
the time of admission to jail, 15% of
these offenders were subject to an
active restraining order.

Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 88.7% (85,505) of 96,359 convicted local 
jail inmates held for a violent crime in 2002. Of these 85,505 inmates with recorded relationships, restraining order information 
was reported for 99.3%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding. 
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Source: BJS, 2002 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails.

32.2%26.0%20.0%78.2%7.2%4.6%10.1%21.8%100%Percent of all inmates

27,52122,23717,08166,8396,1263,9438,59818,66785,505Total inmates

97.696.985.094.190.384.974.481.991.5Not under a restraining order
2.4%*3.1%*15.0%5.9%9.7%*15.1%*25.6%18.1%8.5%Under a restraining order

At time of admission to jail —

87.982.855.277.872.280.131.455.172.8Never under a restraining order
3.77.06.35.516.28.9*5.2*9.66.4Other person
4.1*8.035.413.43.6*0.8*2.5*2.5*11.0Boy/girlfriend, ex-boy/girlfriend
4.4*2.2*3.1*3.48.0*10.2*60.932.89.8Spouse or ex-spouse

Sought by —
12.1%17.2%44.8%22.2%27.8%19.9%*68.6%44.9%27.2%Ever under a restraining order

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

 Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesRestraining order

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Restraining orders among jail inmates convicted of family violence, 2002



Demographic characteristics of
inmates in jail for family violence

Gender

Local jail inmates convicted of a violent
crime were predominantly male,
accounting for 92.8% of offenders.
Among jail inmates convicted of family
violence, 90.4% were male, and 93.5%
of inmates convicted of nonfamily
violence were male (table 9.5).

Race

Of convicted inmates in jail for family
violence, 45.7% were white and 28.4%
were black. In cases in which inmates
reported their victim was not related to
them, 30.2% were white and 43.5%
were black. 

Approximately 42.2% of convicted
inmates in jail for spouse abuse were
white. The comparable percentage for
inmates in jail for violence against a
boyfriend or girlfriend is 39.2%.  

An estimated 22.9% of offenders
convicted of stranger violence were
white, and 46.7% were black. 

Age

Surveyed local jail inmates were asked
to indicate their age. The age they
provided was the age at the time of the
survey, not at the time of their offense.

Jail inmates convicted of family violence
were older than inmates convicted of
nonfamily violence. About 50.1% who
victimized a family member were 35 or
older, compared to 32.2% of inmates
convicted of violence against a
nonfamily member.

Of jail inmates who were convicted 
of an offense against a spouse, 57%
were 35 or older, as were 36.2% who
offended against a boyfriend or
girlfriend and 61.5% in jail for a 
violent crime against their child.
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 88.7% (85,505) of 96,359 convicted local 
jail inmates held for a violent crime in 2002. Of these 85,505 inmates with recorded relationships, offender characteristics 
were reported or allocated for all. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Source: BJS, 2002 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails.

32.2%26.0%20.0%78.2%7.2%4.6%10.1%21.8%100%Percent of all inmates

27,52122,23717,08166,8396,1263,9438,59818,66785,505Total inmates

1.0*2.4*0*1.2*5.7*9.2*2.6*5.0*2.155 or older
25.633.836.231.027.452.354.445.134.135 - 54
30.531.740.133.336.230.835.134.633.625 - 34
39.330.523.032.229.67.8*7.9*15.028.518 - 24
3.7%1.5%0.6%*2.2%1.2%*0%*0%*0.4%*1.8%Under 18

Age

30.421.626.026.419.121.632.825.926.3Other races
46.746.234.843.537.222.0*25.028.440.2Black                               
22.9%32.2%39.2%30.2%43.7%56.4%42.2%45.7%33.6%White

Race

6.47.65.26.58.121.45.39.67.2Female
93.6%92.4%94.8%93.5%91.9%78.6%94.7%90.4%92.8%Male

Gender

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimesOffender characteristic

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 9.5. Demographic characteristics of convicted family violence offenders in local jail in 2002, 
compared to nonfamily violence offenders, by relationship



Weapons used or possessed in
family violence

About 11.6% of jail inmates convicted of
violence against a family member had
or used a weapon at the time of the
incident (table 9.6). Comparatively,
23.6% of jailed nonfamily violence
offenders had a weapon.   

An estimated 6.1% of convicted jail
inmates had a weapon when commit-
ting an offense against their wife or
husband, 1% against a son or daughter,
and 9.8% against a boyfriend or
girlfriend. Jail inmates whose victim was
a stranger had or used a weapon in
32.7% of stranger violence incidents.

Drug and alcohol use by family
violence offenders

Among jail inmates convicted of a
violent crime, 38.4% (26.2% + 12.2% =
38.4%) were using alcohol at the time of
the incident (table 9.7). Among inmates
in jail for family violence, 37% (31.9% +
5.1% = 37%) were drinking when they

committed the violent act for which they
were incarcerated. The percentage for
inmates convicted of nonfamily violence
was similar — 38.8% (24.6% + 14.2% =
38.8%) were using alcohol when
committing a violent crime against a
boyfriend or girlfriend, a friend or
acquaintance, or a stranger.  

Drug use was measurably lower than
alcohol use for inmates who threatened
or hurt their family. An estimated 13.1%
(8.0% + 5.1% = 13.1%) of inmates who
had been convicted of a violent crime
against a family member had been
using illegal drugs, compared to 37%
who were drinking alcohol. Of the
67,000 inmates who committed a crime
against someone other than a family
member, 24% (9.8% + 14.2% = 24%)
were using drugs at the time of the
incident.

Drugs played the largest role in stranger
violence. About 31.1% (11.6% + 19.5%
= 31.1%) of convicted local jail inmates
who victimized a stranger were using
illegal drugs when they committed the
crime.

Number of victims and offenders in
family violence

The majority of violence committed by
convicted jail inmates involved one
offender and one victim. Among
inmates in jail for family violence, 71.9%
acted alone against one family member
(table 9.8). The comparable percentage
for inmates convicted of nonfamily
violence was 70.2%.

Among incidents of nonfamily violence
by local jail inmates, 15.6% involved
multiple victims. Multiple victims also
characterized 23.8% of stranger
violence. A total of 19.6% of stranger
violence incidents involved a lone
offender victimizing multiple victims,
such as when one man assaults two
other men outside a restaurant.
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 88.7% (85,505) of 96,359 convicted local 
jail inmates held for a violent crime in 2002. Of these 85,505 inmates with recorded relationships, weapon use was reported 
for 99.4%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Source: BJS, 2002 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails.

32.2%26.0%20.0%78.2%7.2%4.6%10.1%21.8%100%Percent of all inmates

27,52122,23717,08166,8396,1263,9438,59818,66785,505Total inmates

67.376.990.276.474.199.093.988.479.0Did not have or use a weapon
32.7%23.1%9.8%23.6%25.9%1.0%*6.1%*11.6%21.0%Had or used a weapon

Offender —

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimes

Whether offender
had or used a weapon

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 9.6. Armed offender in family violence compared to nonfamily violence 
for inmates in local jail for a violent crime in 2002, by relationship
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Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 88.7% (85,505) of 96,359 convicted local 
jail inmates held for a violent crime in 2002.  Of these 85,505 inmates with recorded relationships, offender drug or alcohol 
use was reported for 99.0%.  Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Source: BJS, 2002 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails.

32.2%26.0%20.0%78.2%7.2%4.6%10.1%21.8%100%Percent of all inmates

27,52122,23717,08166,8396,1263,9438,59818,66785,505Total inmates

49.454.850.151.454.363.651.755.052.2None
19.513.76.1*14.28.0*3.1*4.0*5.1*12.2Drugs and alcohol
11.67.89.69.810.8*6.2*6.8*8.09.4Drugs only
19.4%23.7%34.2%24.6%26.9%27.2%37.5%31.9%26.2%Alcohol only

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All inmates

  Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend
or girlfriend Total

Other
family

Son or
daughter Spouse  Total

All violent
crimes

Drug or alcohol
use by offender

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 9.7. Offender drug or alcohol use in family violence compared to nonfamily 
violence for inmates in local jail for a violent crime in 2002, by relationship

Note: Data identifying the victim's relationship to the offender were reported by 88.7% (85,505) of 96,359 
convicted local jail inmates held for a violent crime in 2002. Of these 85,505 inmates with recorded relationships, 
number of victims and offenders were reported for 83.2%. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Source: BJS, 2002 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails.

32.2%26.0%20.0%78.2%7.2%4.6%10.1%21.8%100%Percent of all inmates

27,52122,23717,08166,8396,1263,9438,59818,66785,505Total offenses

4.21.6*0.8*2.32.1*0*1.5*1.3*2.1   Multiple offenders
19.613.64.5*13.311.5*7.3*5.3*7.712.0   One offender
23.8%15.2%5.3%*15.6%13.6%*7.3%*6.7%*9.0%14.1%Multiple victims

18.014.68.714.217.8*21.318.819.1*15.3   Multiple offenders
58.270.286.170.268.671.474.471.970.6   One offender
76.2%84.8%94.7%84.4%86.4%92.7%93.3%91.0%85.9%One victim

100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%All offenses

Stranger
Friend or
acquaintance

Boyfriend 
or girlfriendTotal

Other
family

Son or
daughterSpouseTotal

All violent
crimes

Number of victims
and offenders

Nonfamily memberFamily member
Percent of crimes in which the victim was the offender’s —

Table 9.8. Number of victims and offenders in family violence compared to nonfamily 
violence for inmates in local jail for a violent crime in 2002, by relationship



Reported and unreported family
violence

Statistics comparing reported and
unreported nonfatal family violence to
reported and unreported nonfatal
nonfamily violence come from the
Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS)
National Crime Victimization Survey
(NCVS) for 1998 to 2002. The statistics
are based on data gathered from
residents living throughout the United
States, including persons living in group
quarters, such as dormitories, rooming
houses, and religious group dwellings.
Crew members of merchant vessels,
Armed Forces personnel living in
military barracks, and institutionalized
persons, such as correctional facility
inmates, were not included in the scope
of this survey. Similarly, U.S. citizens
residing abroad and foreign visitors to
this country were excluded. With these
exceptions, individuals age 12 or older
living in units selected for the sample
were eligible to be interviewed.

In addition to single incidents of criminal
victimization, the NCVS records data on
series victimizations. A series victimiza-
tion is defined as six or more similar but
separate crimes which the victim is
unable to recall individually or describe
in detail to an interviewer. Survey
respondents who indicated they were
series victims were asked to provide
details for the most recent incident.
In annual BJS reports on the NCVS,
series victimizations are excluded from
the published victimization estimates.
However, because repeat victimization
is an important aspect of family
violence, series crimes were included in
these analyses, counted as "1" victimi-
zation to represent all the incidents in
the series.  

NCVS data in this section are based on
a nationally representative sample of
the general population age 12 or older
who experienced a violent victimization
that occurred between January 1998

and December 2002. Data were aggre-
gated over this 5-year period to obtain
sample sizes large enough to detect
differences between family and
nonfamily violence victims, as well as to
detect differences between family and
nonfamily violent crimes based on the
characteristics of the incident.

Additional information on weighting,
along with other methodological details,
can be found in the BJS Internet-only
report Criminal Victimization in the
United States — Statistical Tables,
2002 (NCJ 200561).

Fatal family violence

To compare family murder to nonfamily
murder, this report uses data from the
FBI's 2002 Supplementary Homicide
Reports (SHR).  Murder as defined here
includes murder and nonnegligent
manslaughter which is the willful killing
of one human being by another. Not
included in the analyses are deaths
caused by negligence, suicide, or
accident; justifiable homicides; and
attempts to murder.

SHR data are based solely on police
investigation. Not all law enforcement
agencies which report offense informa-
tion to the FBI also submit supplemental
data on murder. At the time of analysis,
the most recent SHR data contained
information on 12,940 of the 16,204
murders reported in the FBI's Uniform
Crime Report. To account for the total
number of homicides, the SHR data
were weighted to match national and
State murder estimates prepared by the
FBI. All victim-based analyses are
adjusted in this manner.  

While many law enforcement agencies
report supplemental data on murder,
one reason why much of the data
concerning victim-offender relationship
may not be reported is because no
suspects were identified.  In 2002, SHR
data recorded information on the

relationship of the victim to the offender
for 56.2% (9,102) of the 16,204
murders committed that year.

The dataset utilized in this report was
compiled by James Alan Fox, the
Lipman Family Professor of Criminal
Justice at Northeastern University. The
dataset, along with additional details
about imputation and estimation proce-
dures, is available from the National
Archive of Criminal Justice Data
<http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/NACJD>,
please refer to ICPSR 4179. After the
analysis for this report was completed,
the SHR database was updated to
include information on an additional
2,117 murders, bringing the total
number of murders included in the
database to 15,057 of the 16,204
murders in the United States in 2002.

Family violence recorded by police

To compare family violence recorded by
police to nonfamily violence recorded by
police, this report utilizes official police
statistics reported to the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) in 2000. Law
enforcement agencies can report official
police statistics to the FBI's Uniform
Crime Reporting System in one of two
ways: 

1. the Summary reporting system

2. the Incident-based reporting system
(NIBRS). 

Under the Summary system, law
enforcement authorities aggregate the
number of incidents by offense type and
report these totals to the FBI on a
monthly basis. Under the NIBRS
system, agencies provide an individual
record for each reported crime, includ-
ing detailed information regarding the
victim(s) and offender(s) involved,
characteristics of the incident, and infor-
mation on any arrests made in connec-
tion with the incident.  In this regard,
NIBRS represents a more comprehen-
sive and detailed crime reporting   

Methodology
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system, with the ability to capture a
wide range of information on specific
incidents.

To compare the characteristics of family
violence to nonfamily violence, only
cases with incident dates during calen-
dar year 2000 were included in the
analysis. In addition, only incidents from
law enforcement agencies officially
certified by the FBI to report NIBRS
data were included. Currently, no
agencies serving jurisdictions with
populations of one million or more are
certified to report NIBRS data. In 2000,
agencies from 18 States and the District
of Columbia submitted NIBRS data,
representing 16% of the U.S. population
and 13% of crime.  

Additional methodological details can
be found on the BJS website
<http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/
nibrs.htm>, as well as at the Incident-
Based Reporting Resource Center
<http://www.jrsa.org/ibrrc>.

State prosecution of family assault
 
To compare the prosecution of family
and nonfamily violence defendants, this
report uses data from the BJS data
collection State Court Processing
Statistics (SCPS). The most recent
SCPS study collected data for 14,877
felony cases filed during May 2000 in 40
large counties selected to represent the
estimated 54,590 felonies filed in the
Nation’s 75 most populous counties
during that month. Results of that study
and information regarding sampling and
other methodological details are avail-
able in the BJS publication Felony
Defendants in Large Urban Counties,
2000, NCJ 202021, December 2003.  

Data from all 40 counties were not used
to compare the case processing of
family violence to nonfamily violence.
Since assault was the only crime in the

2000 SCPS data to have specific
statutes that identified family violence,
other violent crimes (such as murder,
rape, or robbery) were excluded from
the analysis. To be in this study, a
county also had to meet two criteria:

1. The county had an estimated 10 or
more assault defendants charged under
a family or domestic violence statute
(table 10.1). 

2. The county had at least 17% of its
assault defendants charged with
committing family or domestic violence.

A total of 11 counties met the selection
criteria. For instance, Travis County,
Texas, had an estimated 16 family
violence cases which accounted for
25% of the 64 assault cases filed in that
county during May 2000. Within the
selected counties, a sample of 637
cases was statistically weighted to
represent 1,517 family and nonfamily
assault defendants. Although the
estimated 1,517 cases were less than
3% of the 54,428 felony cases filed in
the Nation’s 75 largest counties in May
2000, demographic characteristics of
both cohorts were similar (table 10.2). 

Where family assault defendants were
compared to nonfamily assault defen-
dants in this section, sampling error was

taken into account. All differences
discussed were statistically significant
at the .05 level.
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Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing Statistics.

1,024493420217Total defendants

4816248Travis (TX)
7616388Tarrant (TX)

15636399Harris (TX)
181497Franklin (OH)

144307215Essex (NJ)
106305315Pinellas (FL)
48382419Santa Clara (CA)
66543327San Bernardino (CA)
721203660Riverside (CA)

2641206630Los Angeles (CA)
26192619Contra Costa (CA)

  Nonfamily  Family  Nonfamily  FamilyCounty (State) 

     Weighted     Unweighted

Table 10.1.  Felony assault cases in the State courts of 11 counties
during May 2000, by county and type of assault

*Excludes 162 weighted cases for which the
arrest charge could not be classified.
Source:  BJS, 2000 State Court Processing
Statistics.

54,428*1,517
Total
defendants

2.13.455 or older
33.232.835 - 54
30.931.525 - 34
30.830.718 - 24
2.9%1.6%Under 18

Age at arrest

2.42.0Other
22.732.6Hispanic
45.439.2Black
29.6%26.2%White

Race/Hispanic origin

19.015.3Female
81.0%84.7%Male

Gender

100%100%Total

All cases in
the 75 largest
counties

Assault
cases in 11
counties

Felony defendants in State
courts during May 2000 

Defendant
characteristic

Table 10.2. Demographic distribution
of felony defendants in the 11-county
study compared to the Nation’s 75
largest counties, 2000



Federal prosecution of domestic
violence

The source of data for statistics on
Federal prosecution of domestic
violence is the BJS Federal Justice
Statistics Program database covering
the years 2000 to 2002.  The database
is presently constructed from source
files provided by the U.S. Marshals
Service, the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration, the Executive Office for U.S.
Attorneys, the Administrative Office of
the U.S. Courts, the United States
Sentencing Commission, and the U.S.
Bureau of Prisons. A description of the
source agency data files, along with
other methodological details, can be
found in the methodology section in the
BJS Internet-only document Compen-
dium of Federal Justice Statistics, 2002
(NCJ 205368).  

Family violence offenders in prison

Information about offenders in prison for
family violence were obtained from
BJS's 1997 Survey of Inmates in State
and Federal Correctional Facilities.
From June through October, 1997, a
nationally representative sample of
inmates in State prisons were inter-
viewed about their current offense and
sentences, criminal histories, family and
personal backgrounds, gun possession
and use, prior drug and alcohol use and
treatment, educational programs, and
other services provided while in prison.

Data and documentation with additional
details are available from the National
Archive of Criminal Justice Data
<http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/NACJD>.
Please refer to ICPSR 2598.

Family violence offenders in jail

The 2002 Survey of Inmates in Local
Jails provides nationally representative
data on persons held in local jails
including those held prior to trial and
convicted offenders serving sentences
in local jails or awaiting transfer to
prison. Data in the survey include the
individual characteristics of jail inmates;
current offenses, sentences and time
served; criminal histories; jail activities,
conditions and programs; prior drug and
alcohol use and treatment; and health
care services provided while in jail. In
the last Survey, completed in 1996, a
representative sample of 6,000 inmates
were interviewed. The sample for the
2002 survey was selected from 3,365
jails housing 558017 males and 73,224
females. The dataset and documenta-
tion with additional details about the
survey will be available from the
National Archive of Criminal Justice
Data <http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
NACJD>.
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Discrepant findings from two
different ways of measuring
family violence

The extent of family violence in the
United States is measured two different
ways in this report. One way C through
the National Crime Victimization Survey
(NCVS) C is based on survey interviews
with samples of the U.S. population.
The other way C through the FBI's
National Incident-Based Reporting
System (NIBRS) C is based on statis-
tics compiled by police.

NCVS data summarized in this report
indicated that family violence makes up
11% of all violence (both reported to
police and unreported) (table 2.1), but
police statistics summarized in this
report indicated that family violence
makes up nearly 33% of all police-
recorded violence (table 5.1). No firm
explanation for this apparent discrep-
ancy is offered in the report. Presuma-
bly the discrepancy is caused by a host
of factors. The discussion that follows
identifies some of them, not necessarily
the most important ones.

One factor pertains to the willingness of
victims (and others) to report crime to
police. If family violence is more likely
than nonfamily violence to be reported
to law enforcement authorities, the
family violence percentage in police
statistics will tend to be larger than the
percentage in the statistics for all
violence (reported and unreported). To
check that possibility, reporting rates for
family and nonfamily violence were
compared. Results indicated that family
violence (59%) is more likely than
nonfamily violence (46%) to be reported
to police (table 4.1). While the differ-
ence is not large enough to fully
account for the 11%-versus-33%
discrepancy between NCVS and police
statistics, results do suggest that a
difference in reporting between family
and nonfamily violence is a contributing
factor.   

A second factor pertains to the fact that
the police statistics on family violence
used here are not directly comparable
to the NCVS statistics in terms of
geographical coverage. That is, the
police statistics are based on data from
agencies reporting in 18 States and the
District of Columbia, while the NCVS
statistics are for the entire United
States. If the family violence percentage
in the 18 States and the District of
Columbia happens to be much larger
than other States, using these jurisdic-
tions to compare to the NCVS will
create the appearance of a greater
discrepancy than may actually exist.

A third factor pertains to the handling of
"series" victimizations in the analysis of
the NCVS data. The 11% family
violence percentage from NCVS data
was based on an analysis that treated
each "series" victimization (6 or more
crimes of a similar nature that the victim
is unable to recall individually) as a
single victimization. Since family
violence series victimizations comprised
17% (rather than 11%) of all violent
series victimizations, treating each
series victimization as 6 or more victimi-
zations (rather than 1) would tend to
raise the family violence percentage
above 11%. To illustrate, when the
family violence percentage was
re-computed, this time treating each
series using the actual number of
incidents (up to 20) indicated by the
victim, the percentage rose to 12.5%.

A fourth factor pertains to the possibility
that the NCVS undercounts family
violence to a greater extent than
nonfamily violence. If so, that would
make the family violence percentage
look lower than it actually is. The little
research on the undercount that has
been done C notably, a small study of
assault victims whose victimization was
reported to police in San Jose, Califor-
nia, and a national study of victims who
went to hospital emergency rooms for
their injuries — compared undercounts

between family and nonfamily violence.
Findings from both studies suggest that
the NCVS undercounts family violence
to a greater extent than nonfamily
violence.  The two studies are summa-
rized below.  

San Jose study of known assault
victims  

In January 1971, a sample of victims of
assault was drawn from the records of
the San Jose Police Department. These
known victims were interviewed and
asked whether they had been a victim
of crime at any time in 1970. The
victims and their interviewers were not
told that the researchers wanted to
determine to what extent known assault
victims tell interviewers about recent
victimizations. 

Results suggested that family assault
victims were less likely than nonfamily
assault victims to tell interviewers about
their victimization (table 11.1). While
78% of 18 family assault victims did not
mention being a victim of family
violence, the comparable percentage
for 62 nonfamily assault victims was
lower: 29%. 

Appendix

Family Violence Statistics   71

Source: Adapted from U.S. Department 
of Justice, Law Enforcement Assistance
Administration (1972). San Jose Methods
Test of Known Crime Victims, Statistics
Technical Report No. 1.  Washington, DC:
USGPO, June.

29Nonfamily violence
78%Family violence

Known assault victims
who did not tell NCVS
interviewers about their
victimization

Relationship of
victim to offender

Table 11.1. Among known assault
victims, percent who told NCVS
interviewers about the victimization



The original purpose of the San Jose
study was to determine the effects of
the passage of time on the recall of
criminal victimizations. The survey
design emphasized overall reporting
issues, not the specific reporting of
family violence. Hence, one limitation of
the study is the small sample size. Of
126 sampled victims of assault, 18
family assault victims and 62 nonfamily
assault victims were located and agreed
to participate, a 63.5% response rate.

Another limitation pertains to the fact
that the questionnaire used in the study
was more similar to the pre-1993 NCVS
questionnaire than the one in use today.
Consequently,  the San Jose study
results may be more relevant to the
pre-1993 version than today’s question-
naire. 

The pre-1993 version was replaced with
one that was specifically designed to
reduce undercounting of family (and
domestic) violence. There is some
evidence that the redesign may have
succeeded in reducing the undercount.
In 1991 (the last full year of interviews
using the old questionnaire), family
violence victims made up 7.3% of all
violence victims (8% if series victimiza-
tions totaling 3 are counted as 3 crimes
rather than 1; 4 counted as 4; and 5
counted as 5). In 1993 (the first full year
using the redesigned questionnaire),
the percentage was 10.2%. 

Hospital emergency room study

While results of the San Jose study only
shed light on the extent to which police-
reported family violence (family violence
that was brought to police attention) is
mentioned in NCVS interviews, results
of another study may shed light on the
extent to which victims tell interviewers
about both reported and unreported 

family violence of a particularly serious
nature. In this other study, two national
numbers were compared: 

1. from the NCVS, the total (reported
and unreported) estimated number of
family violence victims who said they
went to a hospital emergency room for
treatment for their injuries in 1994

2. from a national survey — the Study of
Injured Victims of Violence (SIVV) —
the total (reported and unreported,
presumably) estimated number of
family violence victims whose injuries
brought them to hospital emergency
rooms for treatment in 1994. 

All other things being equal, the two
numbers should be the same if injured
family violence victims tell NCVS inter-
viewers about any incidents that lead to
emergency room treatment.

In fact, SIVV recorded far more
emergency room admissions in 1994
than the NCVS, suggesting that the
NCVS undercounts victims of serious
family violence. The SIVV number of
emergency room admissions for family
violence (179,000) was found to be over
5 times the number recorded by the
NCVS (33,300) (table 11.2). By
comparison, the SIVV number of
emergency room admissions for
nonfamily violence (775,000) was 1.6
times greater than the NCVS-estimate
(471,400), suggesting that the NCVS

undercounts particularly serious types
of family violence to a greater extent
than nonfamily violence.

The relevance of the SIVV study is
limited by the fact that its findings
pertain to victims who were injured and
went to an emergency room. Such
victims are a small percentage of all
family violence victims. Furthermore,
the statistics for the NCVS-documented
victims of family violence (who went to
emergency rooms) may be unreliable
because they are based on a small
sample. Also, the SIVV study did not
document how many victims had, and
how many had not, reported the crime
to police. Presumably, the SIVV study
included some of both.
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*Age 12 or older
Source:  Adapted from BJS, Violence-Related Injuries Treated in Hospital Emergency 
Departments, NCJ 156921, August 1997.

1.693.4471,40081.2775,000Nonfamily violence
5.46.633,30018.8179,000Family violence

1.9100%504,700100%954,000Total

Ratio of
SIVV/NCVSPercentNumberPercentNumberType of offense

NCVS-estimated
admissions to
hospital emergency
rooms in 1994

SIVV-recorded
admissions to
hospital emergency
rooms in 1994*

Table 11.2. Comparison of the Study of Injured Victims of Violence (SIVV) 
and the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS), by offense and 
by relationship, 1994




