
Workshop on How to Do 
Nonresponse Bias Analyses in  

Household and Establishment Surveys 
                  

June 10, 2009 
                         Bureau of Labor Statistics Conference Center 

2 Massachusetts Avenue NE, Washington, DC 
 
The Federal Committee on Statistical Methodology (FCSM) is sponsoring a one-day 
workshop designed to help Federal agencies meet the OMB guidance for conducting 
nonresponse bias analyses when surveys achieve response rates less than 80 percent.  
The workshop will feature illustrative examples of the research done by Federal 
agencies and their contractors to examine nonresponse bias in Federal surveys.  The 
workshop is intended to provide a forum for agencies to learn and share experiences in 
conducting nonresponse bias analyses, with emphasis on the methodology, and each 
session will include time for floor discussion.  A variety of techniques will be illustrated 
on different surveys, including Federal surveys of individuals, households, business 
establishments, farms, and educational institutions.   
 
Research presented will include the examination of potential nonresponse bias by:  

• Using data obtained from the survey frame or panel,  
• Using data from response history, 
• Benchmarking to external data and administrative records, 
• Examining additional information obtained from a subsample of nonrespondents, and 
• Evaluating different nonresponse weighting procedures.   

In addition, some research will also be presented that compares two or more of these 
techniques and approaches to investigating potential nonresponse bias.  
 
The workshop is targeted to: 

• Individuals in Federal agencies who manage and conduct surveys;  
• Federal statisticians, survey methodologists, and others who design, conduct, 

and evaluate surveys; and   
• Individuals in universities, business and nonprofit organizations who are involved 

in the development, implementation or evaluation of Federal government 
surveys. 

The workshop will assume a working knowledge of data collection methods in survey 
research.  Examples will be presented and only rudimentary statistical knowledge of 
concepts such as bias and variance of estimates is required of participants. 
 

Registration fee $95.  Attendance is limited.   
For further information/questions regarding registration, please contact  
Edward Spar or Lee Ann Sklar  
Council of Professional Associations on Federal Statistics 
2121 Eisenhower Avenue, Suite 200, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Phone: 703-836-0404  Fax: 703-836-0406 
E-mail: COPAFS@aol.com 


