
U.S. Hydropower: 
Federal and FERC-Regulated

U.S. Hydropower 
Capacity ~101,000 MW

Providing ~10% of U.S. 
Generating Capacity

U.S. Hydropower 
Capacity under FERC 
Regulation ~54,000 MW









• State and 
industry 
initiatives

• Inquiries at 
FERC

• More 
preliminary 
permits and 
licenses in last 
3 years
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  Trends in Preliminary Permits 
Issued in the NW
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Original vs. Relicense
% of Projects (NW)

As of February 15, 2012

Pending Applications Expected Applications
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Relicense Original License
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