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National Technical Reports Library 

About NTIS

The National Technical Information Service serves as the largest 
central resource for government-funded scientific, technical, 
engineering, and business related information available today. 

For more than 60 years NTIS has assured businesses, 
universities, and the public timely access to approximately 3 
million publications covering over 350 subject areas. 
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NTIS Statutory Authority

NTIS' basic authority to operate a permanent 
clearinghouse of scientific and technical information is 
codified as chapter 23 of Title 15 of the United States 
C d (15 U S C 1151 1157) Thi h t lCode (15 U.S.C. 1151-1157). This chapter also 
established NTIS' authority to charge fees for its products 
and services and to recover all costs through such fees "to 
the extent feasible "the extent feasible.
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About the 
National Technical Reports Library p y

• Launched April 2009

• Web-based subscription access to an electronic library 
f 2 illi bibli hi d (d ti f 1964)of over 2 million bibliographic records (dating from 1964)

• Links to over 600,000 corresponding full-text reports

• Coverage is from the late 1890’s to present. Most 
t d t f th 1970’ t treports date from the 1970’s to present. 

• Google-like search

• IP Authentication

• Broad range of STEI subject coverage

• Affordable fixed-fee subscription pricing 
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NTRL Highlights
• Search access to over 2 million NTIS® BibliographicSearch access to over 2 million NTIS® Bibliographic 

Database records 

• Links to more than 600,000 (digitized) Full-Text Reports 
i PDF f tin PDF format

• Updated each government business day

• On average, more than 30,000 new titles added each 
year

• Subscription access via IP authentication p
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NTRL Content Development – FY2009

Types of Information Products               Number of U .S. Government Produced

Technical reports                                           27,295
C f di 564Conference proceedings                                    564
Journal articles                                                1,614
Theses                                                             1,401
Bibliographies                                                       12g p
Computer Products                                              91
Audiovisuals                                                         31

International Acquisitions Number of Non-U S ProducedInternational Acquisitions                                         Number of  Non-U.S. Produced         
Technical reports                                                711
Conference proceedings                                       5
Theses                                                                 21
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The Value of the NTRL

• Comprehensive access to the  results from billions of dollars of federally 
funded research

• Search NTIS® Bibliographic Database metadata for improved navigation• Search NTIS® Bibliographic Database metadata for improved navigation 

• Includes links to more than 600,000 technical reports from the desktop

• NTRL (grey literature) content complements STEI journal literature

• Timely access – NTRL updated each government business day.
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Sampling of NTRL Customers

Iowa State University Embry-Riddle University University of California 
Berkley

University of California –
Los Angeles

Stanford University

National Institute of 
Standards (NIST)

Library of Congress

U.S. Department of the 
Interior

Agency for Healthcare 
Research & Quality
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Rensselaer Polytechnic 
University

Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory

Northwestern University Federal Highway 
Administration

And Others….
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NTRL Features and Benefits   
NTRL Feature Benefit

• Search NTIS® Bibliographic Database     Improved content navigation    
through NTIS’ quality 
abstracting and indexing

•Links to over 600,000 full-text titles           Quickly search and identify full-text 
reports. View available full-
text from the desktop

• Quick Search Intuitive interface supports                    
access for novice researcher

• Advanced Search                                    Researchers needing mored a ced Sea c esea c e s eed g o e
precise search and retrieval
capabilities

• E-mail feature E-mailing of  results
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• NTRL Help Desk Provides product support
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NTRL Subject Categories   
Administration & Management Aeronautics & 

A d i
Agriculture & Food

Astronomy &  Astrophysics

Biomedical Technology &

Aerodynamics

Atmospheric Sciences 
Behavior & Society

Business & Economicsgy

Human Factors Engineering

Chemistry

Building Industry 
Technology

Civil Engineering 

Business & Economics

Combustion, Engine & 
Propellant

Detection & Countermeasures

Electrotechnology 

Computers, Control & Info 
Theory

Communications 

Energy

Government Inventions for 

Licensing

Environmental Pollution & 
Control 

Industrial & Mechanical

Library & Information 
Sciences 
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NTRL Subject Categories (Continued)   

M f t i T h l Materials Sciences Mathematical SciencesManufacturing Technology

Medicine & Biology

Materials Sciences

Military Sciences 

Mathematical Sciences

Missile Technology

Natural Resources

Ocean Sciences

Navigation

Ordnance

Problem Solving

Nuclear Science

Photography

Space Technology
Physics

Transportation

Problem Solving 
Information

Urban & Regional Tech. 
Development

Space Technology

10



National Technical Reports Library   

NTRL Record Description   
NTRL records include:NTRL records include:

 Accession number

 Title

 Year of publication

 Number of pages

 AuthorAuthor

 Abstract (approximately 200 words)

 Keywords

 Category

 Prime corporate author
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Search by Accession Number

• A unique identifying number called the Accession No. is assigned to each
item added to the NTIS Database for the purpose of identification, control and
retrieval.

• Examples of NTIS Accession numbers:• Examples of NTIS Accession numbers:

• Enter AD-A340 143 as either ADA340143 or AD-A340 143

Enter DE2009938114 as DE2009938114

Enter N20080040176 as N20080040176

Enter PB2009-103456 as PB2009-103456 or PB2009103456

Enter ERS ERR 59 as ERS ERR 59 or ERSERR59 or ERS ERR 59Enter ERS-ERR-59 as ERS-ERR-59 or ERSERR59 or ERS ERR 59

Enter NUREG/CR-6943 as NUREG/CR-6943 or NUREGCR6943
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Accession Number Prefixes

• ADA’s are from the Department of Defense

• N-*** are from NASA

• DE***** are from the Department of Energy

NUREG Nuclear Regulator Commission• NUREG – Nuclear Regulator Commission

• PB ---- Other agencies (i.e. Environmental Protection Agency

• Department of Interior 

• Department of Transportation

• Department of Commerce 

• Department of Agriculture• Department of Agriculture 

• Department of Justice 

• Department of Health and Human Services )
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Source Agency Search

• Limit Results By Source Agency limits search to specific source agencies. 
A list of Source Agency codes is available by clicking on the Select Source 
Agency link.

• The NTIS source agency is a 3-6 character code identifying source agencies 
that NTIS receives technical reports from on a regular basis.

• Examples of source agency:• Examples of source agency:
• Comnbs = National Inst. of Standards and Technology
• doda = Department of Army
• hhscyf =  Administration on Children Youth and Families
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“Quick Search” Search Box
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“Quick Search” Results List
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Sample Report

National Technical Reports Library   

Sample Report
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“Advanced Search” Search Box
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“Advanced Search” Search Results
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Sample Report – Advanced Search Results
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Request a Free Trial of the NTRL: 

Step 1.
Complete the NTRL Order Form

Step 2.
Read and sign the NTRL Terms andRead and sign the NTRL Terms and 

Conditions Agreement
Step 3. 
Email completed forms to your (enter 
Name of Distributor) representative
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Discovering Federal Science Information

“We are always finding new and interesting reports on NTRL”

George Franchois
Director
U.S. Dept. of the Interior Library
Washington, DC  

ACRL 2011
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Easy Access to Federal Science 
Information

NTRL h b d f l dditi t ll ti f liNTRL has been a wonderful addition to our collection of online
databases.  The full text reports have made it much easier to 
provide complete documents to our students, particularly our 
distance learning students. We all spend much less time pulling, 
viewing and re-filing microfiche.

Ellen Dewkett
Reference Librarian
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Universityy y

ACRL 2011
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An Important Component of Scientific 
Research 

T h i l t i t t t f h iTechnical reports are an important component of research in a 
technology focused university. NTRL offers Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute one stop shopping for over two million U.S. 
government sponsored technical reports enhanced with remote 
access to over 600,000 full text PDFs.

Connie Fritz
Science Librarian
Folsom Library
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Troy, NY 12180-3590
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NTIS International Cooperating Organizations

Enter “name of distributor” is an authorized distributor of the 
National Technical Reports Library

Enter distributor contact information here.
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NTRL Help Desk Contact

NTIS’s team of technical information specialists 
provide directional, technical, and informational help 
d k t f th NTRL T l h i t idesk support of the NTRL. Telephone assistance is 
available Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
(ET) by calling (703) 605-6585. Email assistance is ( ) y g ( )
available from NTRLhelpdesk@ntis.gov
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NTRL Help Desk

703-605-6585

NTRLhelpdesk@ntis.gov
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