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Introduction

is for Awareness . . .

of paents and catalers ébout poten
tial hazads in the bild’s ervironment,
including rursery products.

is for Baby.

is for Caubion . . .
in selecting and maintaining qutucts
for the dild’s ewironment,including
nursery products.

is for Safety ...

the sum of thé B C's.

From the bginning of a @ild’s life, products intendedof a
child must be selected with s§ in mind Parents and car
takers of baies and gpung dildren need to benaare of mary
potential hazafs in the bild’s ewironment hazats from
incorect use of prducts or with psducts not wll designed
for their intended pyose The Consumer Bduct Saéty
Commission hopes this bookletith its selected satfy hints,
will be your ABC primer helping pu kuy nursery products,
using themkeeping them in god epair, and popety dis-
posing of a ppduct if it becomes a hazhiThe Commission
has seeral ways to leg you informed The Commission
pulishes Sadty Alerts and ecall noticeshas a Hotline ser
vice (1-800-638-2772TTY: 1-800-638-8270) and has a
Website page (wwwcpscgov). CPSC can also sendy
information for hosting a Blay Sakty Shaver, a geda way to
inform new paents hav to protect their bhies fiom ham in
their ovn homes.



Major Hazards

4. Remore and desty all plastic wepping maerials. Never
use plastic bgs as mtress cwers. The plastic fim may
cling to a béy’s face and cause $ataion.

If You Alr eady Have a Crib

1. CPSC discouwges the use of usedilos. Use a 6b tha
meets Ederl sakty regulaions and indusy voluntary
standads (ASTM) and mad sue it has a tight fiing
mattress. Chelc the leling on these pducts to ma&
sure they meet sadty requirements.

Cribs

More infants die eery year in accidents wolving cribs than
with ary other nursely product. Thousands of irnts ae
injured seiously enough to @quire treament in hospital
emepgeng/ rooms.

If You're Buying a Nev Full-Size Crib

1. Comer posts should nok&nd moe than 1/16 inc (1
1/2 mm) dove the top of the end panel. @er posts can
be cachpoints br items placed aund a bild’s ne& or
clothing wom hy the dild.

2. Ched the cib and eplace agy missing pas, sud as
screws, bolts or méress supparangers, before placing
your dild in it. Make sue all scews or bolts a& secue-
ly tightenedAny screw inseted into a vaod component

Mattress supparhangers should be seced by bolts or
closed hooksAll crib hadware should be secely tight-
ened andfreded frequenty.

Bumperpadsjf used should(a)fit aroundtheentire crib,
(b) tie or sna into place and(c) have straps or ties at
leastin ead comer, in the middle of eat long side and
on both the top andthe bottom edges. To preventyour
baby frombecomingentangledn theties,trim off excess
lengthaftertying. Usethebumpes until thebaby canpull

tha cannot be tightened seely should be eplaced ly
one thafits. On cibs where the méress supparis sus
pended B hangrs dtadhed to hooks on the end panels,
che frequenty to be sue they have not become discen
nected Never use a @b with broken or missing pas.

Use a mtress thafits tightly. If you can fi more than
two fingers between the edg of the méress and b
side the mdtress is too smalAn infant can sdbcéde if
its head or bog becomes wdged betveen the midress

up to a standingposition,thenremove themsotha the and the db sides.

baby will notusethemto try to climb outof thecrib.

Corner post extensions greater than 1/16
of an inch (1 1/2 mm) may cause entan-
glement with clothing or necklace

Decorative cut-out at top of
headboard or footboard may

Corner post cause head/neck entrapment

extensions less
than 1/16 of an
inch

Mattress support hangers
that attach to hooks may
become disconnected and
may cause head entrapment.
Check frequently.




4. Avoid older cibs with headboar and dotboad designs
that may allow an infant's head to become caught in the
openings beteen the carer post and the togit, or in
other openings in the top ezlgf the headbodrstiucture.
These openings rgdead to st@nguldion.

5. Comer posts should be less than 1/1Gexhigh. (1-1/2
mm) unless the @y has a cangp Do not use a dv tha
has decative knobs on caorer posts. If gu aleady have 9
a ciib with sud knobsthe knobs should be unsared or
saved of flush with the headbodor footboad. Sand df
splintess and shar comners.

8.

6. Never use a @b tha has loose or missing $a Be sue

anactivetoddlerwill usearythingfor climbing outof the
crib.

7. When your dild reates 35 inbes (890 mm) in height,

he/she has outgwn the cib and should slgein a bed

Never use plastic lgs as mtress coers. The plastic im
may cause stibcaion.

Ched all cib hadware; tighten all mts, bolts, and
screws frequenty. After a ciib is moved, be sue all ma-
tress supparhangrs ae secue. Chek hooks egulaly
to be sue none ar bioken or bent. Open hooks gna
allow the métress to &ll.

that all slas ae secuely fastened in place and the spacel0. Secue umper pads aund the ente ciib and snp or tie

between sl#s is no moe than 23/8 inches (60 mm) to
avoid head entipment/stanguldion.

7. If you paint or efinish the cb, use ony high quality
household lead-&e enamel paint and let itydthorough

in place aleast in ede coner, in the midlle of eab long
side and on both the top and the bottom eslgCut of
ary excess sing length.

ly so thee ae no esidual fumes. Ch&ahe ldel on the CRIB TOYS

paint can to mak sue the maofactuer does notacom

mend @ainst using the paint on items buas cibs. Crib gyms and other #s thd stretch acoss the db with

Some Sadty Tips

strings, cords or fbbons can be a hazhfor older or moe
active baies. The Commission knes of cases in hich

1. To reduce theisk of Sudlen Infint De#éh Syndome  infants stangled or became entangled iftbagyms or other
(SIDS) and pavent sufocdion, put your bdy to sle@ on  toys stetdhed acoss their dbs.

his/her bak in a cib on a fim, flat matress. Mak sue
there is no soft beding undeneah your bay.

2. Tempoary beds:Never place pur infant to slep on an
adult bed water bed or bunk bed Infants up to 18
months can sfidcae in their slep when their bodies or
faces become e@dged betveen the mress and bed
frame or the m#ress and all. .

3. Never put a db, child bed or fumiture near windw
blinds or depely. Children can sangle on winde cords ¢
or fall through screens. If local fire codes permit window
guards, install them. Make sure all drapery or window
blind cords are out of a child’s reach. CPSC receives
numerous reports of strangulation deaths on window bli
cords. To keep cords out of reach of children, use tie-dow
devices, or take the cord loop and cut it in half to make two
separate cords. Consumers can call 800-506-4634 or
visit windowcoverings.org/20.html to get free repair Kits.

4. Never use sings to hang anobject,sud as a mobile or
a toy or a diger ba, on or near the d where a tild
could become caught in it andastgle If you have toys
with cords or elasticdr hangng, cut the stings/cods of.

5. To prevent stanguldion, NEVER tie pacifers/teethes
around your dild’s ne&. Remae bibs and nddaces
wheneer you put your bay in crib or playpen.

6. Alwayslock the siderail in its raisedpositionwheneer
youplaceyour child in thecrib. As soonasyour child can
standup, adjustthe métressto its lowest position and
remove the bumperpads Also, remove ary large toys—

Make sue thd crib gyms ae installed secely at both ends
so the cannot be pulled am into the cib.

* Make sue thd you remove ciib gyms and mobiles ém the

crib when your bay is 5 months old or fgins to push up
on hands and knees.

Mobiles and ayother tys thda hang @er a cib or playpen
should be out ofaat of a dild.

Do not use @b toys with cach points tha can hook
clothing.

STRANGULATION HAZARD

Remove all crib toys which are strung across crib or
playpen area when your child is beginning to push up
on hands and knees or is 5 months of age, whichever
comes earliest


http://www.windowcoverings.org/20.html

Bathing Aids,
Buckets & Pails

BATHING AIDS

Water presents agal dangr: NEVER, even for a moment,
leave your cild alone or under siimg supevision in the
bahtub, even when the hbild is in a b&h ring or sea Bah

rings ae intended dr use as lh aids,but they are NOT

SAFETY DEVICES! kegy dhildren avay from huckets,toi-

lets, pools and other contairgeof water. Young tildren can
drown quikly in small amounts of aer. Hot water can
scald To prevent skin lums alvays hed bah water temper
ature with your wrist or elbav before bahing your bay.

Safety Tips

1. Never, even for a momentrely on bdh rings or sets to
kegy baby sak in the bth. Never leare a bay alone in a
bah ring or se&in the tub Never rely on a siliing to
supevise a bay in a bah tuh Turning avay to get a
towel, ansver the doorbell or tefhone couldesult in the
baby drowning.

2. All necessarbathing items(sog, washdoths, towels,
etc) should be placedby the tub before your baby
goesin.

3. Only fill thetub with enoughwater to coverthebaby’s
legs. This amountof water is sufficient to bathe the
baby. However, be aware that babies candrown in a
very smallamountof water. All it takesis enoughwater
to cover the noseandmouth.

4. Secuely attach bah seds andrings to a SMOOTH
SURFACE. Suctioncupswill NOT stick to textured,
ridged, appliqued or factorly designechon-skid bathtub
surfaces. Suction cups will not stick to scratched
chipped or repaintedtub surfaces.

5. Parentsand caregivers shouldbe trainedin basicCPR
tedhniques.

BUCKETS & PAILS

Youngchildrenwill getinto everything! The Commission
hasmary reports of children who were able to pull them
selwesto a standingposition (around 7 months),fall head
firstinto anopenpail anddrown.

Safety Tips

» Kee digper pails tighty closed and out of theead of
young dildren.

* Never use openuzkets as diper pails or lege open bck-
ets containing liquids here dildren can ead them.They
pose a diwning hazad.

AWARNING

Prevent Drowning. Never Leave Child Unattended.




Baby Gates

Baby gates ae used tthe top and bottom of staior in open
doorways to pevent todllers from falling or enteing unsaé
areas. But some Ibg gates themselrs ae dangrous.The
Commission vams paents and otherwho cae for children
tha an entapment and sénguldion hazad exists with accor
dion-style by gates thahave lageV-shgped openings along
the top edg and diamonghged openings betwen the slis.
CPSC knuwvs of deghs tha occured when dildren’s heads
were entepped in thé/-shged or diamonghaged openings
when thg attempted to awl through or wer the gtes.
Although these hazdous accation-style bay gates hae
not been sold since 198Mmu my still find them ayard sales
or in thiift stores.

If YouWill Be Using a Baby Gate

» Choose a ge with a staight top edg and igid bars or
mesh sagen, or an accation-style gte with small
V-shges and diamondhgped openings. Erdnces to
V-shges should be no mathan 1-1/2 inces (38 mm) in
width to pevent head engpment.

Entrapment areas

* Be sue the bay gate is secugly andored in the doonay
or stairvay it is blocking. Children hae pushed ges wver
and fllen davn stais.

e Gdes tha are retained with an>gpanding pessue bar
should be installed with this bar on the sideyafrom the
child. A pressue bar mg be used as a toeholg & dild to
climb over a gte. Pressue gates ae not ecommendedta
the top of stainays. CPSC isware of a mmber of inci
dents vhere pessue gates hae popped out of openings a
the top of stas resulting in @ildren falling dovn stais.

EXPANDABLE ENCLOSURES

Circular wooden enlosures th& expand accodion-style, can
present the same eapment/stanguldion hazads as the
accodion-style gtes. The Commission knes of de¢hs tha
occured when dildren caught their n&s in theV-shaed
openings along the top edlgf the enlosure, appaently as
they were atempting to &mb out. CPSC ecommends tha
you DO NO' USEACCORDIONSTYLE EXPFANDABLE
ENCLOSURES with/-shged or diamonghged openings.
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High Chairs

Ead year thousands oftdldren ae treaed in hospital emer
geng/ rooms br injuries associed with high bairs. Dedhs
also occurThe majoity of the injuiies result fom falls when
restmining steps ae not used and len dildren ae not
closely supevised The majoity of deahs occured when
children slipped dan under the ay and stangled Most
often, these bildren were either urestained or vere
restained ony by a waist belt.

To help pevent injuies and deths,high dairs should hee a
waist step and a sap tha runs betveen the lgs.While in the
high dair, children shouldALWAYS be estiined ly both
straps. The tiay should not be used asestaining deice in
place of the saps.

Easy-to-operate safety belt with crotch strap.

Without these tw stiaps, children can stand in thénair sea
and topple fom the &air, or slide under the &y and stangle
on the vaist step or when their heads becomeafped
between the @y and the bair sea

Other accidents occurhen the bair tips wer. High dairs
may tip if an actve dcild pushes dffrom a téle or wall,
stands up in the higthair, or rocks it bad and brth.

If YouAre Buying a Nev High Chair
1. Select one thehas a wide basef staility.

2. Examine the estaining steps to ensuwe thd the waist
belt has abckle tha cannot bedstened unless theotch
strap is also used

3. Since the estiaining steps nust be usedwery time a
child is placed in thelair, look for stiaps tha are easy to
use If the steps ae difficult to fastenyou might not use
them.

4. Consider a highlwair thd has a post bewen the hild’s
legs to pevent the bild from slipping davn and becom
ing trapped under thedy.

If You Alr eady Have a High Chair or Are Buying One
Secondhand

1. Chedk the condition of saps and their tlachments to
malke sue the are secuely attached and wrk propety.

2. If the high dair does not hee adequie saéty staps,
contact the maufactuser for replacement.

Safety Tips

1. ALWAYS USEALL RESTRAINING STRAPS PR-
VIDED. The cotch stigp and belt ayund the waist
should bedistened as soon ashdld is placed in thelair
and unéstened onl when the hbild is removed
Rememberthe feeding tay is not a estmint. Onl sak-
ty straps ke the dild from dimbing out or sliding dan
and stangling

2. Be sue thd the loking derice on a 6lding high dair is
locked eab time you set up thelair.

Never allov a dild to stand up in a highhair.

4. Don't stray too far from the high bairfespeciajyl if the
child has shan an #ility to unfasten sadty staps.

5. Kee the high bair far enough way from a téle,
counter wall, or other surdice so tha dild cant use
them to push éf

6. Don't let children play around a high leair or dimb into
it unassisted

7. Don't let older tildren hang on to a higthair while a
baby is in it. The high dair could tip er.



Playpens

Deahs have occured whenthe drop-sidesof meshplaypens
andcribs were left in thedown position.Whena meshsideis
left down, the meshhangsloosel, forming a podket or gap
betweentheedge of thefloor panelandtheside Younginfants,
evenafew weeksold canmove to the edge andfall into the
loosemeshpodket where they canbetrappedandsuffocae.

New meshsided playpens with drop-sides have waming
labelsthat alett parentsandotheis never to leave infantsin
playpenswith sidesin thedown position.Be aware tha older
meshplaypensor cribs do not have thesewaming labels.
Many of theseproductsare still in use

Deahshave alsooccuredin playpensor travel cribstha have
a rotating hinge in the centerof ead top rail to enale the
productto be foldedinto a compactpadkage. Thesedeahs
resultedvhenthetoprails collapsedandformedanacute’V’
shgethat entiappedthe child’s ned. In theentapmentinci-
dents,the hingeswere eithernot turnedinward anddown or
they somehw rotated during useto the unloded position.
CPSChasrecalledseveral brandsof playpenswith these
rotating latchesin the centerof thetoprails.

Some plgpens or tavel cibs hae a hing & the center of
ead top mil with a laching mehanism thalocks automé-
cally when the ail is lifted into the nanal use positionTo
fold these prductsa hutton or otherelease mdwanism nust
be used toalease the tah. Sud products,while similar in
appeaance to those withotaing hinges,are not knavn to
have been ivolved in aiy fatal entepment incidents.

If YouAre Buying a Nev Playpen

1. For playpens with a hingin the center of ehof the bur
top rails,look for a plgpen or tavel crib tha has topails
tha automaically lock when lifted into the nanal use
position.

2. Look for mesh netting with aery small weare (less than
1/4 incdh)—smaller than the tinbuttons on a Hay's
clothing.

3. Sla spaces on a®oden plgpen should be no methan
2-3/8 inches (60 mm) in width.

If YouAlr eady Have a Playpen or Are Buying One
Secondhand

1. Ched the sla spacing on oldemwooden plgpens.The

Commission does noecommend using it if the space

between slés is moe than 2-3/8 inges (60 mm).

2 Chedk to see if it has a himgd the center of edctop il
that must be tuned tavard the inside of the dy and devn
to prevent folding. CPSC does noecommend thayou
use this type of mduct.

Safety Tips

1. Always shav babysitter/caegiver haw to propety set up
playpen accaling to the maufactuer’s instuctions.
Improper setup can cause theyglan to coll@se result
ing in injury or dedh to the aild.

2. Never leare an inént in a mesh plgen or cib with the
drop-side davn. Infants canall into the space bewen
the matress and loose mesh side andfetde. Even
when a bild is not in a plgpen,leave the dop-side up.
Children ma try to dimb bad into a plgpen and cut or
pinch their fingers on the unldeed hinge medanism.

3. Remuwe lage toys,bumper padspr baxes fiom inside the
playpen.They can be usedf dimbing out.

4. Avoid tying ary items acoss the top or coer of the
playpen; thg can be a sanguldion hazad.

Playpen must be securely locked into open position
so it cannot collapse.

Side in lowered position forms hazardous “pocket”
or “gap.”



. Toys should not be hungdm the sides with dtrgs or
cords because tlgecould wiap aiound a bild’s ne&. Use
another methodofr atadiing the tgs to the plgpen.

Children mg use the topail of the plgpen br teething
Ched vinyl or fabric-covered rils frequenty for holes
and teas. A teething dild can dew off pieces andlwoke.

If staples ae used to @#ach the mesh side to theodr
plate, make sue none a loose or missing

Examine the mesh and itdahment to the topail and
floor frequenty for loose theadsThere hare beeneports
of entanglements in thads (stithing) tha unraveled

Rabtles/Squeeze

Toys/Teethers

Because loildren hae cdoked to deth on bdy rattles, the
Commission issued &gulation in 1978 equiting 1) thd rat-
tles be lage enough to @vent them fom becoming lodgd in
an infant’s thioat and 2) thaithey be studily constucted to
prevent them fom searating into small pieces thaan be
swallowed or inhaledTo dde, the lagest ettle knowvn to
have lodged in an indnt's mouth/thoa had an endlmout the
size of a @lf ball. Squeee toys and teether have been
involved in similar ioking incidents. R#les, squeee toys
and teethex involved in incidents had handles or ends smal
enough to enter a bg's mouth and lodgin the thoa, block-

ing the airvay.

Safety Tips

1. Ched all rattles,squeee toys and teetherfor small ends

that could etend into the bdcof the bédy’s mouth. If
you feel tha the toy may be too smalldr sakty, throw it
away.

. Take rattles, squeee toys, teethes, and other small
objects out of the @ or playpen when the bhy slees.

. Teethes, like pacifers, should neer be &stened aund
a bay’s ne&.

4. Avoid rattles and squeeztoys with ball-shaed ends.

9.

10.

11.

Never use a plgoen with holes in the mesh sid@$iese
could entap a tild’s head and causeatguldion.

Never use a plgpen with a hing in the center of ehof
the four top ails thd fold if ead top ril does not auto
mdically lock when the ail is lifted into the namal use
position.

Never use a pad thaoes not fisrugly and nger adl a
second pad or nitaess. Baies hae sufocaed when
trapped betwen méresses or beteen the plgpen side
and métress thawas too small.

Anything that fits inside this template is a choking
hazard.

Generic rattle



Toy Chests

CPSC haseaceved rports of de#h and bain damage as a
result of ty chest lids &lling on dildren’s heads or né&s.
These bests intude those specdally marufactued for toy
storage, as well as tunks, wicker chests,wooden staage
chestsand other similar items.

Most of the ildren were under tw yeass of aje. Accidents
occured when dildren were reading over and into theleest
when the lid dopped either &lling on their heads orgpping
them athe nek between the lid and the ed®f the ty chest.

Another potentiall fatal, but less fequenthazad is sufoca
tion, which has esulted in the dehs of seeral children.
These accidents ppened wen dtildren dimbed into ty
chests to hide

or sle@. Because the yachests vere not adequtaly ventilat-
ed the dildren sufocéed in the enlosed space

If YouAre Buying a Nev Toy Chest

1. Look for one thahas a suppotha will hold the hingd
lid open in ag position in which it is placed or by one
with a detabed lid or docs.

2. Look for a tgy chest with entiletion holes thawill not be
blocked if the dest is placedgainst the all, or a hest
which, when dosed has a gp between the lid and the
sides of the leest. May chests a& \entilated by a space
between the undside of the lid and sides orofnt of the
box.

3. Make cetain thd the lid of the ty chest does not la a
latch.

If you allead/ own a tg/ chest or tunk with a feely falling
lid, CPSC ecommends thgrou REMOVE THE LID to avoid
possitle tragedy. Otherwiseyou may wish to install a lid sup
port device designed to hold the lid open irygwosition. Buy
a sping-loaded lid suppdrtha will not require perodic
adjustment.

Adjustable friction lid
support not safe for
use on toy chests.

Use this spring-loaded
lid support.




Walkers

The Commission estintes tha more cildren ae injured in
baby walkers than with ayp other mursery product.The acci
dents hppen &en when a cagiver is near. Almost all of
the victims ae dildren under 15 months oge

Most of the injures ae causedya

* Falling dawvn stais—Children in bdy walkers can quikly
move to the edg of the stas and &ll. This kind of accident
frequenty hgppens vien someoneofgets to tose a base
ment door or saty cete.

 Tipping over—Baby walkers can tip wer when dildren try
to cross uneen surfces suc as door thesholds or cqet
edees.

* Burmns— Childen in béy walkers can be brned when thg
touch hot suréces suc as ange doos, radigors, heders,
and freplaces. Childen can also beumed when thg reath
and spill hot liquids sutas soupcoffee or cooking oil.

You May Want to Use anActivity Center
Instead of aWalker

In an acwity center yur dild will be protected fom most
injuries associ@d with by walkers. Some actity centes
are staionaty; othes allov your cild to walk within a limit
ed aea.

10

If You Plan to Use aNalker

It is impottant to luy a nev walker tha has sadty fedures to
help pevent falls davn stais. Howvever, it is not possile to
find a poduct thais saé in every situdion. Therefore, it is
vely important to bllow all sakty instuctions on the aming
labels.

Safety Tips

1. To preventaccidentsalways keep your child within view.

A walkerincreasegour child’smobility andhis/herread.

To avoid a &ll down stais or st@s,make cetain thd the
door or gte is dosed & the top of the stadrevery time
you use a alker.

To avoid a tipver, use a walker only on smooth susftes.
Carpet edgs,thresholdsand ungen paement can cause
a dild in walkers to tip wer.

To avoid a urn injury, keep your child in a walker awvay
fromhotsurfacesandcontaines with hotliquids. Bevare
of dangling apliance cads.

To avoid a downing, keep your cild in a walker avay
from svimming poolstoilets,and other sowes of vater.



Other Hazards

Back Carriers

An infant ba& carier can mak it easier to g shopping
walking, or hiking with a bay. However, framed bak carri-
ers should not be used loeé a bay is four to fve months
old. By then the blay’s nek is ale to withstand jolts and not
sustain an injuyr. Bicycle cariers should not be used loeé a
baby is one war old Developmentaly, children ae just lean-
ing to sit unsuppaed aound 9 months ofge. It is not until
this aye thd infants hae developed suicient bone mass and
musde tone to enlale them to sit unsupptad with their
badks staight.

If YouAre Buying a Nev Badk Carrier

1. Buy one to m&ch the béy’s si2 and veight. Try it on
with the bay in it and hed for:

e enough dpth to suppdrthe baéy’s bak.

« leg openings small enough toepent the bhy from
slipping out.

« leg openings big enough to@d chafing the bay’s
legs.

2. Look for study maerials with stong stitding or lage,
heary duty fastenes to pevent the bhy from slipping
out.

3. Look for a bak carier with padied cwering over the
metal flame near the Ibg's face to potect the bly from
bumps.

Safety Tips

1. A child may stand up or ¥rto dimb out of the canier. If
the bak carier has estaining steps,be sue to use the
restaining steps 4 all times.

2. Be sue the tild’s fingers ae dear of the fame joints
when blding the catier. Chek frames 6r shap points,
edges or ough suréces.

3. Ched the carier perodically for ripped seamsanissing
or loose &stenes, frayed sets, or stiaps. Reair them
promptly or discad the carier.

4. |If leaning over or stoopingbend fom the kneesather
than the wist to pevent the bay from falling out of the
bad carier.
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Bassinets & Cradles

The most fequent injuy associted with bassinets andaer
dles irvolves dildren falling either vihen the bottom of the
bassinet or @dle beaks or wen it tips @er or collapses.
Suffocaion has also beergported in poducts thaare not
structurally sound or vken pillovs or olded quilts vere
under bay.

If YouAre Buying a Bassinet or Cadle

1.

Look for one with a stuly bottom and a widesteble
base

Follow the mamifactuer’s guidelines on theparopriate
weight and sie of bdies who can saly use the bassinet
or cradle

Ched to male sue thd spaces beteen spindles arno
larger than 2-3/8 in. (60 mm).

Safety Tips

1.

Chedk screws and bolts péodically to see if thg are
tight.

If the poduct has lgs tha fold for stolege, make sue tha
effective loks ae piovided to enswe thd the leys do not
accidentaly fold while in use

Mattresses and pdihg should fi srugly and be fim and
smooth. Neer use pillovs.

Decowtive bavs and ibbons should be immed shar
and stithed secualy to prevent stanguldion.

Swingng cradles should he a vay to keep them fom
swinging once a blay is aslep.



Carrier Seats

Most injuiies associ@d with carier se#s result fom falls:
infants &lling out of carier seas, or the carier sea falling
with the infant still sitting in it. The maements of an acte
infant can cause the ci&r seato move or tip aer. Dedhs
have occured when carier se&s or bounces were placed on
beds,sofas,or other soft sugces and then tippeder.

Safety Tips
1. The carier should hae a wide sturdy base 6r staility.

2. Stay within am’s read of the bay when the caier sea
is on tdles,countes, or other funiture. Never tun your
bad. Carier seas slide moe easy on slippey surfaces
sud as glass tae tops.

3. If the carier se& does not akad/ have nonskid feet,
attach rough suréced adhege stips to the undeide

4. Always use the safy belts and &g them snog.

5. Ifthe carier seadcontains wie suppating desices which

shg on the bak, ched for secuity. These can pop out

causing the caler seato collgse

6. Never place a caier sedon soft surdices suc as beds or

sofasfthe carer sed may tip over and the Hay may
strangle or subcae.

7. REMEMBER—A carier sedis not alvays an inént car

Changing Tables

Most injuiies associ@d with dandng tebles occur viaen
children fall from the tiandng teble to the fbor.

Safety Tip

Look for a tdle with sakty steps and alays use them. In
the instant it ta&s to tun for digpers and pinsan actve by
can oll over and &ll. Remembeiljust becausegu ae using
the saéty steps it does not mean thgou can lege your
child undtended

Pacifiers

In 1977 the Commission issued egulation for the saéty of
pacifiers.Among other equiementsthe egulaion sg's tha:

* Pacifiers nmust be stong enough to not parate into small
pieces on Wwich a béy could dhoke or sufocae.

 Pacifier guads or shields st be lage enough andriin
enough to pavent the paciér from being dawn entiely
into a béy’s mouth.

 Pacifier guads or shields mst hae \entilation holes.

sed, and should neer be used in an automobile unless ite Pacifiers cannot be sold with #&bon,string, cord, or yam

is labeled br tha pumpose

Hook~-on Chairs

Hook-on chairs ae used as substitutes high dairs and ae
attached to the edgof a thle. The Commission hagports
of children either &lling out of theselwairs or disloding the
chair from the tale.

Safety Tips

1. Do not place thelair where the dild’s feet can eah
table suppots, bentes,or chairs, to push of from and
dislodee the bair from the tale.

2. The estaining steps should be easy to use andagis
fastened aund the hild when in the bair.

3. After damping the bair to the thle, ched its secuity by
pulling ba&wards on the laair.

4. Don't leave a dild unatended

5. Never use hook-onhairs on glass togsingle pedestal or

unstdle tables.
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attached and nust be lheled with the stament:
“Waming—Do NotTie Pacifier Around Childs Ned as it
Presents a Sanguldion Danger”

Although the eguldion has helped tceduce the amber of
accidents imolving pacifers, the Commission stillaceves
reports of infants stangling on paciér cods or ibbons tied
around their neks. Childen hae caught paciéir cods on
crib comer postscrib toys and gms,pieces of funiture, and
even dooknobs.

Safety Tips

1. REMEMBER,NEVER HANGANYTHING AROUND
YOUR BABY’S NECK.

2. Pacifiers ma deterorate with aye, exposue to bod, sun
light, etc Inspect them &quenty and discadt immedi
ately if you notice a bang in teture, teas, holes or
wealening



Strollers & Carriages

Deahs hae resulted vhen infints vere left to slep in
strollers with the bakrest edined to the catage position.
The infants meed (wiggled) feet frst tavards the font of
the stoller and when their bodies passeddhgh the opening
between the hanest (gab bar) and font edg of the sea
they became #@pped ly the head and stngled

If YouAre Buying a Stoller or Carriage

1. If you dhoose a stller tha has a haneést (gab bar) &
the front of the seamalke sue the opening beten gab
bar and sdecan be wsed when it is used in theedined
carriage position.

2. If a stoller has a shopping bastkfor carying padkages,
it should be lav on the bak of the stoller and in font of
(or directly over) the ear wheels. Hanpg podketbooks
or shopping bgs oser handles macause tipping

3. Ched the setbelt to malk sue it is stong and duable,
fits srugly around your cild, and can be eagiffastened
and unéstenedUse the sddelt eab time you place the
baby in the stoller.

4. Make sue thd the beke is cowenient to opate and
actuall locks the viheels. Bakes on tve wheels povide
an etra measug of saéty.

Safety Tips

NEVER leave a child unattended in a stroller because
1. Close the opening beegn handrst (gab bar) and séa the child may slip into a leg opening, become

when using a stiler in the edined cariage position. entrapped by the head, and die.

2. When blding or unblding a stoller, keg your dild
away from it. Childen’s fingers hare been amputed in
patts of the blding medianism.

3. Always secue the seiabelt.

4. Never leave a dild unatended in a stiler, especialy
when the bhy is asleg.

5. A stroller is not a tg. Never allov children to use one as
a plaything.

6. Never use a pilley, folded quilt,or blanket as a mi#ress
in a stoller or cariage.
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General Household Tips

Other dildren’s pioducts: Drawstriings on dildren’s
clothing pose sainguldaion and entanglement hadar
Hood or nek drawstrings can stingle a hild if they get
caught on sutitems as plgground equipment or irs.
Remoaore diawstrings from hood and the nkarea of out
erwear induding jakets and wedshirts. CPSC ecom
mends thiiconsumes puchase bildren’s outervear with
altemdive dosures, sud as snps, buttons, or Velcro,
instead of longloose dawstrings.

Dresses and shels:Young dildren can be killed ¥ven
furniture tips wer. These bildren can Bmb on a laver
drawer thd has been pulled out and use it as p.§this
can cause the ésser to tip wer. Use laches on laver
drawers to ensw thd drawers ae not openedybyoung
children or use angle aces or arfwors to secug fumiture
to a wall.

Toys: Babies use their mouths to leagbout the vorld
around themAt two months old theg can usuajl grip
small objects. e tiny objects out ofead of your by,
especiay SMALL BALLS, MARBLES and BAL-
LOONS Smooth ound objects @sent the highesisk of
choking Uninflated balloons and balloon pieces can eas
ily be inhaled into the lungs. Be sup dhed the lbeling

on the ty for the ppropriate age for sak use

To prevent poisoning:Children mg try to ed cake
deodoizers used in pails (shcas diper pails). kg con
tainess thd use these deodaers secuely closed Child-
resistant paaaging is not dild proof. Keep all medicines,
iron-containing vitamins and householéaning pod-
ucts, including those with kild-resistant pacging,
locked avay from dhildren. Kego poisonous plants out of
children’s read.

To prevent lurns, other injuies: Use your stave’s bak
burmners and ke pot handles tued to the bdcof the
stove. Lock up knies, maches,cigarette lightes and
plastic bags avay from dildren.

Do not place plasticliecnbing equipment indogron had
surfaces. Blls on cementjle, and other haf floors, even
covered with capet,can esult in seépus head injur and
dedh. Use these oynloutdoos on shok-absorbing sur
faces suc as nulch or sand Grass is not consided a
shodk-absorbing surice

Fire hazads: Install smole detectes on eak floor of
your homeespecialy near sleping aeas; test them on a
regular basis andnange the béeries eab year or when
a“chirping” sound is heat
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8.

9.

10.

11.

Electic hazads:Use saéty plugs to ceer electical out
lets,and leep all loose hanigg wires and ppliance cods
out of read of dhildren. Use gound fult circuit inter
ruptess devices to potect outlets in basemerkitchen,
bathroom,garage, and outdoar

Carbon mongide poisoningMake sue all fuel lurning
appliances & popety installed used and maintained
anrually a the star of the heting season. Do not lea
vehides unning in girages. Install aleast one CO detec
tor tha meets theaquirement of the mosecent UL stan
dard.

For informaion on dildren’s car ses and Auto
Sakty Hotling contact the Ni@onal Highway Traffic
Safkety Administration, 1-800-424-9393, 202-366-0123
(Washington, DC ara ony). Its Website pae is
www.nhtsa.dot.gv

CPSC has manother pulications tha have moe infor-
mation aout these tips. Please see thekljzage of this
booklet br informaion on hav to request other puica-
tions, or visit ourWebsite pae (wwwcpscgov).

Angle Brace

%'

Anchor

/

&WARNI

Young children can be killed when furniture tips over.
Place TVs on lower furniture, as far back as possible.
Use angle-braces or anchors to secure furniture to wall.



D No strings or cords should dangle into
the crib.

D Crib gym or mobile has label warning

After you hare read the inbrmation in the Saé Nursery

Guidg use this bedlist as your guide vihen uying nev or to remove from crib when child can
secondhandursely products,or when you evaluae the pod- push up on hands and knees or reach-
uct nav being used Y your bay or young dild. You mgy es 5 months of age, whichever comes
want to ad other dures to tiek, or adi other dildren’s first. Note: Some mobiles have two

products. parts: one without strings, like a music
box, that can stay on the crib, and the
mobile that should be removed from

Cl"ib S the crib.

Components of toys are too large to

be a choking hazard.
D Slats are spaced no more than 2-3/8

inches (60 mm) apart.

No slats are missing, loose or cracked.

Mattress fits snugly — no more than Ga’b@é and Enclo@uraé

two fingers width between edge of

mattress and cribside. D Openings in gate are too small to

Mattress support is securely attached entrap a child’s head or neck.
to the headboard and footboard. D Gate has a pressure bar or other fas-
tener that will resist forces exerted by

Corner posts are no higher than 1/16 a child.

of aninch (1-1/2 mm) .

No cutouts in top edge of headboard
and footboard.

Drop-side latches cannot be easily

released by a baby. High Chairﬁ

Drop-side latches securely hold side in
raised position.

There is a “crotch” strap that must be
used when restraining a child in a high

All screws, bolts and other hardware chair.

are present and tight. High chair has restraining straps that

are independent of the tray.
Tray locks securely.

Buckles on straps are easy to fasten
and unfasten.

High chair has a wide base for
stability.

Caps or plugs on tubing are firmly
attached and cannot be pulled off and
choke a child.

Folding high chair has effective lock-
ing device.

O OoOOO0O0 O
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Playpens

D Playpens or travel cribs have top rails
that will automatically lock when lifted
into the normal use position.

Playpen does NOT have a rotating
hinge in the center of the top rails.

Drop-side mesh playpen or mesh crib
has warning label about never leaving
a side in the down position.

Playpen mesh has small weave (less
than 1/4 inch openings).

Mesh has no tears or loose threads.

Mesh is securely attached to top rail
and floorplate.

Wooden playpen has slats spaced no
more than 2-3/8 inches (60 mm) apart.

Rattles/Squeeze

Toys/Teethers

Rattles, squeeze toys and teethers
have handles too large to lodge in
baby’s throat.

Squeeze toys do not contain a squeak-
er that could detach and choke a baby.

Avoid rattles with ball shaped ends.

Toy Chests

D Toy chest has no latch to entrap child
within the chest.

D Toy chest has spring-loaded lid sup-
port that will not require periodic
adjustment and will support the lid in
any position to prevent lid slam.

D Chest has ventilation holes or spaces
in front or sides, or under lid.
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Walkers

D Walker has safety features to help pre-
vent a fall down stairs.

Back Carriers

D Leg openings are small enough to
prevent child from slipping out.
Leg openings are large enough to
prevent chafing.

Frame joints in the folding
mechanism.

Carrier has padded covering over
metal frame near baby’s face.

Bassinets and Cradles

D Bassinet/cradle has a sturdy bottom
and a wide base for stability.

D Bassinet/cradle has smooth
surfaces — no protruding staples
or other hardware that could injure
the baby.

Legs have strong, effective locks to
prevent folding while in use.

Mattress is firm and fits snugly.

Wood or metal cradles have slats
spaced no more than 2-3/8in.
(60 mm) apart.




Carrier Seats

Carrier seat has a wide, sturdy base
for stability.

Carrier has non-skid feet to prevent
slipping.
Supporting devices lock securely.

Carrier seat has a crotch and waist
strap.

Buckle or strap is easy to use.

Changing Tables

O
O

Table has safety straps to prevent falls.

Table has drawers or shelves that are
easily accessible without leaving the
baby unattended.

Hook~-on Chairs
[
[
[

O

Chair has restraining straps.

Chair has a clamp that locks onto the
table for added security.

Caps or plugs on tubing are firmly
attached and cannot be pulled off to
choke child.

Hook-on chair has a warning never to
place chair where child can push off
with feet.
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Pacifiers

D Pacifier has no ribbons, string, cord or

yarn attached.

Shield is large enough and firm
enough so it cannot fit into child’s
mouth.

Guard or shield has ventilation holes
so baby can breath if shield goes into
mouth.

Pacifier nipple has no holes or tears
that might cause it to break off in
baby’s mouth.

Strollers and Carriages

Stroller has wide base to prevent
tipping.

Seat belt and crotch strap are securely
attached to frame.

Seat belt buckle is easy to use.
Brakes securely lock the wheel(s).

Shopping basket is low on the back
and located directly over or in front of
the wheels.

When used in carriage position, leg
hole openings can be closed.




CPSC 202

For further information, write:

U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission
Washington, D.C. 20207

The U.S. Consumer Product Safet

Commission protects the public fro
unreasonable risks of injury or death fro
15,000 types of consumer products under
the agency'’s jurisdiction. To report a da
gerous product or a product-related injur
and for information on CPSC’s fax-on
demand service, call CPSC’s hotline &
(800) 638-2772 or CPSC's teletypewriter &
(301) 595-7054. To order a pess release
through fax-on-demand, call (301) 504
0051 from the handset of your fax maching
and enter the release number. Consumers
can obtain recall information at CPSC’s
web site at http://www.cpsc.gov or via
Internet gopher servicest acpsc.gov.
Consumers can report product hazards [to
info@cpsc.gov.

This document is in the public domain. It may be
reproduced in part or in whole by an individual or
organizaion without permission. If it is repro-
duced, howevethe Commission would appreciate
knowing how it was used. Write the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission, Washington, D.C.
20207. Or visit us on our Website: www.cpsc.gov.
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